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REPORT. 


EXOELLENCT,   WiLLIAM  A.  BarSTOW, 

Governor  of  the  Staie  qf  Wnoonain: 

-In  accordance  with  the  act  granting  to  the  State  Histori- 
etj  five  hundred  dollars  annnallj,  we,  the  nndersTgned  Ex- 
Committee  of  the  Society,  herewith  render  the  Treasurer's 
report  of  the  manner  of  expenditure  of  the  appropriation, 
)  vouchers  therefor.  The  receipts  of  the  year  are  there 
0  have  been  $56S  53,  and  thedxsbursements  $497  lO^Iear- 
lance  in  the  treasuiy  of  $55  48. 

rganization  of  such  a  sociefy  was  first  suggested  and  urged 
uvoT  0.  BBrrr,  Esq.,  in  the  Hineral  Point  Democrat  of 
1845,  and  though  the  newspaper  press  of  the  Territory  ap- 
the  proposal,  nothing  was  done  till  the  80th  of  Januaij 
hen  the  State  Histobioal  Sooiett  or  Wisooirsiir  was  fi^Iy 
^  at  Madison.  But  in  the  infancy  of  the  State,  and  the 
mon  neglect  to  preserve,  by  means  of  associatied  efibrt,  me- 
of  the  history  of  the  past  and  passing  events,  little  was  ae- 
hi^d  till  the  year  just  drawn  to  a  close.  An  act  of  incorpo- 
ras  obtained  in  March,  1853;  and,  in  January,  1854,  the 
reorganized  with  a  view  to  more  efficiency,  when  the 
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chief  labors  and  dnties  were  assigned  to  an  Execatiye  Committee, 
who  were  to  meet  monthly,  and  oftener  when  necessary.  The  last 
Legislature  was  memorialized  for  the  small  annual  appropriation 
of  $500,  to  be  expended  in  making  collections  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  Wisconsin,  no  part  of  which  should  ever  go  to  pay  for 
services  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the  Society ;  and  the  amount 
asked  for,  was  granted  in  Februaiy  last  This,  together  with  the 
few  volumes  of  state  publications  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  So- 
ciety to  aid  in  effecting  literary  exchanges,  has  placed  the  Society 
upon  a  firm  basis,  and  enabled  it  to  enter  at  once  upon  a  prosper- 
ous and  honored  career  of  usefulness. 

In  January  last,  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  was  fifty. 
During  the  year  past,  the  Society  has  purchased  a  complete  set  of 
NUetf  Naiional  Hegiiter^  containing  a  most  valuable  current  his- 
tary  of  the  times  from  its  commencement  in  1811,  to  its  termina- 
tion in  1849,  in  seventy-six  volumes ;  and  also  fifty-four  volumes 
of  rare  historical  works,  relating  mainly  to  the  West  and  Korth 
West.  Among  them  may  be  particularly  mentioned  a  copy  of 
Lescarbot's  History  of  Kew  France,  published  in  1609 ;  two  vol- 
umes of  the  old  Jesuit  HeUUions,  1643  '44;  a  full  set  of  the 
Zettres  JEdifianUs  et  Ourieuses^  in  twenty-six  volumes,  containing 
much  rare  historical  matter  recorded  by  the  early  Catholic  miss- 
ionaries in  the  North  West,  conunencing  in  1672;  Evans'  large 
and  rare  Map  and  Analysis  of  the  Middle  Colonies  and  the  West 
in  1765  ;  Carver's  Travels  in  Wisconsin,  with  a  portrait  of  that 
early  western  traveller ;  Mackenzie's  Travels,  and  other  early  and 
valuable  works.  Beside  these  one  hundred  and  thirty  volumes 
purchased,  eight  hundred  and  seventy  volumes  have  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  Society  during  the  past  year,  either  as  donations  or  ex- 
changes, from  nearly  two  hundred  different  sources ;  making  the 
present  number  in  the  library  one  thousand  and  fifty  volumes. — 
Of  these,  seventy-five  volumes  are  quartos,  sixty-two  volumes  of 
newspapers,  and  the  remainder  chiefly  of  octavo  size.  They  may 
be  classified  as  follows : 


Works  on  hiatorji  ioclading  newspaper  filea^  and  pnb* 

lications  of  Historical  Societies  -  -  486  v0V%, 

Congressional  publications  -  -  -  18S 

Agricnltnral,  mechanical  and  scientific  -  121 

Miscellaneous  .....        197 

State  Laws  and  Journals  -  •  -  -65 

Unbound  Works  -  -  -  -  -    66 


Total  1060 

There  are  sixty-two  yolumes  of  newspapers,  besides  Niles  Keg>- 
ister,  all  either  bound  or  in  process  of  binding ;  and  several  of 
these  Tolames  embrace  a  period  of  two  or  more  years ;  so  that 
the  entire  series,  including  Kiles,  make  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  years  of  printed  matter,  or  over  one  hundred  years  aside 
from  Niles'  Register ;  and  the  Wisconsin  papers  alone  comprise 
one  half  of  these  yearly  files,  commencing  with  the  pioneer  pub- 
lication of  Wisconsin,  the  Green  Bay  Intelligencer^  which  first 
appeared  Dec.  11th,  1833.  This  collection  of  papers,  large  for  the 
brief  period  the  Society  has  made  it  a**  special  object  to  secure 
them,  is  a  matter  of  much  felicitation  to  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tiye  Committee,  knowing  their  iaestimable  valae  to  the  present 
and  future  historians,  legislators  and  jurists  of  our  State.  Bat  the 
collection,  large  as  it  may  appear,  is  by  no  means  complete ;  there 
are  many  files  of  Wisconsin  papers  extant  that  should  early  find 
their  way  to  our  library.  The  names  of  the  donors  of  these  sev- 
eral newspaper  files  are,  Darwin  Ofark,  Wm.  N.  Seymour,  W.  W. 
Wyman,  Beriah  Brown,  David  Atwood,  L.  0.  Draper,  J.  W^ 
Hunt,  O.  0.  Britt,  and  S.  G.  Benedict,  of  Madison ;  E;  Beeson, 
and  Boyal  Buck,  of  Fond  du  Lac ;  Gen.  A.  O.  Ellis,  of  Stevens^' 
Point;  John  Delaney,  of  Portage  City ;  E.  B.  Quiner,  of  Water- 
town  ;  W.  E.  Cramer,  of  Milwaukee,  and  Patrick  Toland,  of  West 
Bend.  From  the  latter,  a  Tenerable  volnme  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Evening  Post,  from  August  1776,  to  Angu8tl777.  ExGov,  Doty 
has  most  kindly  and  liberally  tendered  the  Society  several  files  of 
newspapers  published  while  Wisconsin  was  a  part  of  Michigan- 
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Territory,  and  which  twoAi  prore  a  peculiar ly  raluable  acgnirition ' 
to  otlr  ccSlictioD,  and  whose  arrival  may  ^on  be  expected.* 

The  Society  has  also  been  fortanate  in  seenring,  at  a  moderate 
cost,  eij^teen  volumes  of  newspapers,  published  in  [the  Atlantic 
States,  in  various  years,  from  1784  to  1832,  containing  much  fron- 
tier hifltoHcal  matter,  particularly  relative  to  the  war  of  1812-'15, 
and  the  "slack  Hawk  war;  and  these  may  be  expected  to  reach 
here,  early  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

Sixxce  March  last,  the  Society  has  been  in  the  receipt  of  twenty- 
nine  Wisconsin  papers,  five  from  other  states,  and  four  magazines; 
all  ijaost  generously  donated  by  their  publishers  or  editors.  There 
are  also  preserved  for  the  Society,  by  members  of  the  Committee, 
nine  Wisconsin  papers,  and  three  from  other^states.  These  fifty 
publications  are  all  carefully  filed  for  binding  as  often  as  there 
shall  be  enough  of  each  to  form  a  suitable  volume  ;  and  they  are 
deemed,  not  only  by  the  Committee,  but  by  all  enlightened  men, 
to  be  among  the  most  important  labors  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Society.  This  department  alone  of  the  Society's  collections 
must  speedily  become  vast  in  extent,  and  valuable  beyond  all  es- 
timation for  purposes  of  reference,  and  as  treasuries  of  the  history, 
growth  and  progress  of  Wisconsin. 

The  department  embracing  the  published  transactions  of  kin- 
dred Historioal  Societies,  and  other  learned  institutions  of  our  coun- 
try, has  received  the  early  and  constant  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee,  and  very  gratifying  success  has  attended  their  efforts.  Prior 
to  the  past  year,  the  Smithsonian  Institntion  and  Bhode  Island 
Historical  Society  had  alone  furnished  their  publications ;  and, 
during  the  year  just  closed,  the  Society  has  received  the  publish- 
ed Transactions  and  Collections  of  the  Historical  Societies  of  New 
Hampshire,  If  assachusetts,  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  New  England 
Q:eneAlogical  Society,  Essex  Institute,  American  Ethnological  So* 


*TheT  bare  aiDce  come  to  hand— a  bound  file  of  the  IMroU  OaxeU$  from  1818  to 
183d ;  tne  Galena  Mintr^i  Journal,  I829-'30.  and  others.  Ooy.  Dotj  hasalao  forwaided 
a  naoat  iatMitin|  aerieaof  lawa  which  goianied  thia  conntrj  undor  the  British  regime, 
the  Noctii  Weat,  Indiana,  and  Michigan  Temtorief. 


cietji  American  Inetitnte,  and  the  pablieations  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. The  American  Philosophical  Society  has  liberallj  voted  ten 
quarto  volumes  of  its  Transactions  to  our  association  and  placed 
our  society  upon  its  list  of  exchanges,  and  these  valuable  works 
may  early  be  expected.  Assurances  have  also  been  received  from 
the  Ilistorical  Societies  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Georgia, 
the  American  Antiquarian  Societyi  and  the  American  Geographi- 
cal and  Statistical  Society,  of  their  friendly  co-operation,  and  of 
their  readiness  to  enter  upon  a  system  of  exchanges  with  us ;  so^ 
that  but  three  efficient  Historical  Societies  of  our  country,  those  of  ' 
Ifeio  York^  Maine  and  Virginia^  remain  nnrepresented  in  our 
library  or  list  of  exchanges.  The  large  measure  of  success  at- 
tending this  department  of  our  ccUections,  is  mainly  attributable 
to  the  liberal  policy  of  our  State  Legislature  in  placing  at  the  die* 
posal  of  tbe  Society  a  few  volumes  annually  of  the  State  publica- 
tions to  use  in  effectng  exchanges ;  together  with  the  confidence  of 
the  kindred  institutions  of  our  country,  that  this  Society  will  soon 
enter  upon  the  regular  publication  and  distribution  of  its  manu- 
script collections.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  that  such  publication! 
be  commenced  without  delay,  as  multiplying  and  diffusing  copies 
of  rare  historic  documents  greatly  increase  the  means  of  their 
nsefniness,  as  well  as  tend  to  avert  their  irretrievable  loss  by  acci- 
dent. The  dissemination  of  such  publications  would  be  well  cal- 
culated to  exert  a  most  favorable  influence  abroad  respecting  tbe 
intelligence,  foresight  and  public  spirit  of  the  people  of  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Quite  a  respectable  number  of  the  volumes  added  to  the  library 
during  the  past  year,  relate  to  State,  County  and  Town  histories  of 
various  portions  of  the  Union,  family  genealogies,  historical  ad- 
dresses, eulogies,  and  funeral  discourses ;  which,  with  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Historical  and  Genealogical  Societies  of  the  country, 
will  prove  invaluable  in  tracing  the  ancestry  and  antecedents  of 
such  of  the  present  and  future  leading  and  influential  men  of  our 
State  as  may  deserve  to  be  ranked  among  our  public  benefactors. 
The  published  collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
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A*  Yattemaret  of  Paris,  has  also  most  kindly  promised  to  include 
onr  Societj  in  bis  noble  system  of  Interaational  Literary  Ex- 
changes. 

.  A  PiCTiTBE  Gallerv  ha9  been  cemmenced  under  the  most  flat- 
tering auspices.  The  veteran  artist,  Thomas  Sully,  of  Philadel- 
idiia,  has  painted  and  presented  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  Stuabt's 
WisaiNGioN,  pronounced  to  be  a  faithful  and  valuable  copy  by 
the  venerable  Pi«sideat  of  oar  Society,  who  was  personally  ac- 
qVAinted  with  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  has  often  seen  the  original 
pointing  as  well  as  the  venerated  Washington  himself.  From 
dement  S.  Edwards,  a  celebrated  artist  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 
received  a  fine  copy  of  Jarvis'  portrait  of  Gest.  Givorge  Booesb 
Clabk,  the  Washington  of  the  West,  and  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Wm. 
Bybd  Powell,  of  Kentucky.  It  was  by  the  genius  and  conquest  of 
General  Clark  during  the  Eevolntionary  War,  that  the  country 
north-west  of  the  Ohio,  including  our  own  Wisconsin,  became 
American  territory,  and  the  Legislature  of  our  State  has  worthily 
commemorated  his  worth  and  services  by  naming  a  county  after 
him. 

Bobert  M.  Sully,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  who  in  1833,  painted 
from  life,  spirited  and  truthful  portraits  of  Black  Hawk,  his  Son, 
and  The  Prophet,  is  making  copies  of  them  for  our  Society ;  and 
from  his  skilful  pencil  our  collection  is  fiirthermore  to  be  enrich- 
ed by  a  beautiful  portrait  of  the  renowned  Indian  Princess,  Poca- 
hontas, and  a  painting  of  the  Buins  of  Jamestow^n,  from  draw- 
ings made  by  the  artist  upon  that  classic  ground.  Mr.  Sully  also 
hopes  to  be  able  to  make  for  the  Society  a  copy  from  his  original 
portrait  of  Chief  Justice  Mabshall.  As  Mr.  Sully  has  intentions 
of  soon  making  our  favored  State  his  home,  how  appropriate  that 
the  delineator  upon  canvass  of  Black  Hawk  and  two  of  his  noted 
followers,  upon  the  war-paths  of  our  soil,  should  visit  in  our  midst 
and  paiiit  the  battle-fields  of  the  old  chieflan,  to  bo  sacredly  pre- 
served in  the  Hall  of  our  Society ! 

.  J'ohn  Bp  Johnston^  of  Cincinnati,  had  made  for  the  Society  a 
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eopy  from  bis  original  portrait  of  Gbit.  Jackboit ,  but  recently  both 
were  nr  fortunately  consumed  by  the  burning  of  the  building  in 
which  they  were  ;  but  the  persevering  and  skilful  artist  writeti, 
that  he  yet  hopes  to  bo  able  to  fulfil  his  original  iBteutiQm  Those 
talented  brothers,  O.  N.  and  John  Frankenstein,  one  of  New  Yoik 
and  the  other  of  Ohio,  have  each  generously  tendered  like  Sooietgr 
a  portrait  or  historical  piece  from  his  pencil.  An  anxibus  desire  to 
secure  tiie  portraits  of  those  who  have  presided  as  governors  oVar 
Wisconsin,  is  likely  to  meet  with  the  most  gratifying  success. 
Gbk.  Ca«s,  who  was  so  long  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory  when 
Wisconsin  formed  a  part,  Govssnobs  Dodob,  Tallicados,  Diwttr, 
Fabwkll  and  Dabstow,  have  severally  signified  their  intention  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Society.  When  all  these  promised 
paintings  are  received,  our  Gallery  will  number  eighteen,  and 
will  prove  not  only  an  interesting  collection  of  works  of  art,  btt 
many  of  them  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  history  and  historic  men 
of  our  State. 

During  the  past  year,  thirteen  hundred  circulars,  ptblished  by 
the  Society,  fully  setting  forth  its  aims  and  wants,  have  been  seiit 
to  men  of  learning  and  genius  in  our  own  and  otheir  countries, 
and  more  especially  to  those  known  as  lovers  and  promoters  of 
history,  and  many  of  them  have  kindly  responded  Co  the  appeal  ef 
the  Society,  contributing  rare  and  noble  works  io  oar  library  and 
collections,  and  warmly  commending  the  wisdom  and  forethought 
of  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  in  having  been  the  first  in  the 
Union  to  lend  its  aid  in  founding  sach  an  institution  as  ours,  which 
must  soon  exert  a  marked  influence  in  the  historical  literature  of 
not  only  our  own  State,  but  the  whole  North  West  Beside  these 
oroalan,  over  three  hundred  official  letters  have,  at  the  same  time, 
been  sent  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Society  in  furtherance  of  the 
objects  of  its  formation. 

A  singular  instance  of  the  appreciation  of  such  societies  may  be 
taaud  in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mosbs  Shkffasd,  of  Baltimore,  a  t^en- 
arable  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  an  active  member 
of  tk«  Marjlaad  Historical  Sooiety,  sent  to  onr  Sooie^  a  doaation 
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of  twdnlyfive  dollars*  Saoh  an  example  shonld  serye  to  qoicken 
.the  state  pride  of  our  own  citizens,  who  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  contribute  in  building  np  a  society  in  our  midst,  which,  in  almost 
a  single  year,  since  its  efficient  re -organization,  has  outstripped  the 
most  flourishing  kindred  institution  in  the  We8t,one  which  has  been 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  existence.  The  most  able  and 
.  enlightened  men  of  our  age  and  country,  have  warmly  commend- 
ed the  labors  and  objects  of  Historical  Societies.  ^'The  transac- 
tions, of  public  bodies,"  says  Webster,  ^^local  histories,  memoirs 
of  all  kinds,  statistics,  laws,  ordinances,  publie  debates  and  discus- 
.sions,  works  of  periodical  literature  and  the  public  journals, 
whether  of  political  events,  of  commerce,  literature,  or  the  arts, 
all  find  their  places  in  the  collections  of  Historical  Societies.  But 
these  cellectioBS  are  not  history ;  they  are  only  elements  of  his- 
tory." 

:  At  the  recent  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the  Kew  York 
Historical  Society,  the  Hon.  E.  0.  Winthrop  very  justly  remark- 
ed, that  'Hbe  Historical^  Societies  of  the  different  States  of  the 
Union— rand  I  am  glad  to  remember  that  there  are  now  so  few 

.  States  without  one-^iire  engaged  in  a  common  labor  of  love  and 
loyalty  in  gafthering  up  materials  for  the  history  of  our  beloved 
country.    But  each  one  of  them  has  a  peculiar  province  of  inter- 

'  est  and  of  effort  in  illustrating  the  history  of  its  own  State.  ^  ^  '^' 
^^None  of  us,"  continues  Mr.  Winthrop,  ^^should  be  unmindful, 

.that  there  is  another  work  going  on,  in  this  our  day  and  genera- 
tion, beside  that  of  writing  the  history  of  our  fathers,  and  that  is, 
ih§  acting  c^'C^r  awn  hialory.    We  cannot  live,  sir,  upon  tho 

^  glories  of  :ihe  past.    Historic  memories,  however  precious  or  bow- 

.  ever  inspiriog,  will  not  sustain  our  institutions  or  preserve  our 
liberties. 

^^  There  is  a  future  history  to  be  composed,  to  which  every  State, 

•  and  evex^  citixen  of  every  State,  at  this  hour,  and  every  honr  is 

.  contributing  materials.    And  the  generous  rivalry  of  our  societies, 

and  of  their  respective  States,  as  to  which  shall  furnish  the  most 

ibtillumtmcard  of  the  past,  must  not  be  permitted  torewierus 
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rc^^ardless  of  a  jet  nobler  rinklry^  in  wbtek  it  becomes  ns  jilleven 
more  ardentlj  and  more  ambitionslj  to  engage.  I  know  trot  ef>>a 
grander  spectacle  which  the  world  could  famish,  than  thai  of  the 
maltiplied  States  of  this  mighty  tTnion  eontending  with  each  oth* 
er,  in  a  friendly  and  fraternal  competition,  which  shonld  add  the 
brightest  page  to  the  fatare  history  of  our  common  country,  which 
should  perform  the  most  signal  acts  of  philanthropy  or  patriotism, 
which  should  exhibit  the  b^st  examples  of  free  institutioos  well 
and  wisely  adminisliered,  which  should  present  to  the  imitation  of 
mankind  the  purest  and  mpst  perfect  picture  ot  well- regulated  lib- 
erty, which  should  furnieh  the  most  complete  illustration  of  the 
success  of  that  great  Republican  Experiment,  of  which  our  land 
has  been  Prori^entiaily  selected  as  the  stage." 

This  ^'  acting  ottr  cwii  hi^arif^^^  conveys  to  us  an  impressive  and 
suggestive  admonition.  As  we  are  now  gathering  up  and  pre- 
'  serving  the  acts  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  aided  in 
laying  the  primitive  foundations  of  our  State,  so  very  .soon,,. will 
others,  after  us,  be  similarly  engaged  with  reference  to  those  now 
prominent  on  the  stage  of  action.  Histobt  is  a  stern,  impartial 
judge,  deducing  truth,  justice  and  right  from  the  acts  of  the  con- 
spicuous men  of  the  age ;  and  by  these,  rather  than  subserviency 
to  party  behests,  or  playing  the  part  of  mere  time-serving  demo- 
gogues,  mast  the  character  and  worth  of  our  public  men  be  ulti- 
mately judged  and  determined. 

May  our  State  Histobioal  Society,  faithful  to  the  purposes  of 
.  its  formation,  never  falter  in  its  noble  mission  of  gathering  from 
the  mouldering  records  of  the  past,  the  scattered  fragments  that 
yet  remain,  and  securing  complete  memorials  of  the  present,  to 
render  rtnple  justice  to  all  the  worthy  sons  oi  Wisconsin,  who 
may  be  earnestly  laboring  in  any  department  of  science,  legisla- 
lation,  literature,  mechanism,  philanthropic  or  industrial  effort,  to 
advance  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  our  State,  or  to  enh'ghten, 
improve,  or  ameliorate  the  condition  of  man ! 

As  an  evidence  of  the  worth  and  interest  of  the  manuscript  pa- 
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ip«re  we  have  already  collected  on  liyiscoDsin  Imtory,  aa  well  as  an 

r.'earaeBt  of  what  may  be  more  foUj  expected  hereafter,  we  append 

U  few  that  are  deemed  particalarly  worthy  of  notice  and  pnblicity. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  eabmitted, 

WM.  R.  BMITS, 
JOHN  W.  HUNT, 
J.  P.  ATWOOD, 
L.  J.  FARWELL, 
SIMEON  MILLS, 
BERIAH  BROWN, 
DAVID  ATWOOD, 
O.  M.  OONOVER, 
.    8.  H.  CARPENTER, 
I  H.  A.  WRIGHT, 

LYMAN  0.  DRAPER, 

Execntive  Committee. 

'     Madison,  January  S,  1859. 
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iPPSNDB  wa  1. 


STATE  mSTOMOAL  SOCIETY  OP  WISCOKSIN, 

Madiboh,  Janaaiy  2, 18M. 
T04Ae  Soeiety  : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  WiBconsin  State  HUtorieal  Societj, 

pectfuUj  presents  the  following  statement  of  the  receipts  into  the  . 

Treasnrj,  and  dkbnrsements  therefrom,  daring  the  jear  ending 

this  day : 


BeceipU. 

• 

Feb.  23, 1854.  From  former  Treasurer, 

9  5S 

<C      M              C& 

u 

Recording  Secretary, 

a  00 

cc    24,     •* 

cc                      cc 

S  00 

"    28,     " 

u 

State  Treasurer, 

SOO  00 

lleh.16,    " 

cc 

Eecordipg  B^re^rj^ ;  , . . 

8  00 

Apr,  18,     " 

<c 

Moses  Sheppard,  BdJt.  Md., 

S5  00 

June  6,      " 

if 

Recording  Secretary, 

1  00 

Julj  10,     •* 

cc 

cc                  cc 

S  0) 

Sept.  12,    " 

cc 

cc                    cc 

1  00 

Jan'jr  2,  1855, 

cc 

cc                    cc 

T  00 

Total,  |562  62 

DuUniTHmenU. 

If  eh.  15, 1854,  Ber'ah  Brown  for  printing  circulars*  15  OO' 

^    ^      ^    Weed  ife  Eberhard,  paper  for  circukra,  10  50' 

"    «<      »»    Joho  N.  Jones  for  postage,  17  68 

*•    w      M    Oha^.  B.  Norton,  for  books,  lOo  00 

Apr.  1,      **    J.  Ho'ton,  express  charges,  8  00 

^  8|      *^    J.  K.  Jcoies,  postage,  18  lO- 


80 

Hbj  4,  1864.  Express  charges, 

June  8,  «  " 

July  11,  '^  Sandrj  bills  for  books,  freight,  &c. 

Aug.  1,  «  «  " 

Sept  12|  ^^  0.  B.  Edwards,  t>oxing  pictures, 

Oct  3,  ^^  Postage  and  freight, 

Dec  5y  ^'  Express  charges. 


);  ■::   M       :.l 


[18  83 

3  00 

253  11 

38  10 

1  00 

6  58 

19  30 

1 

4  00 

1      1 

1  i 

1  00 

I4»r  10 

' 

6S  43 

Jan,  ^8»  1855|  Posta;ge|  &c., 
"''i,      «    Book,  ' 

Total  disbursements, 
t-n.     /  BalaiWe  on  hand, 

^"  $S53  52    $353  53 

Touchers  for  each  of  the  foregoiog  disbursements  are  herewith 
*     presented. 

BespectlqUy  aabv^ittsd, 

O.  U.  CONOVER,  Treasurer. 

AudiMd  &nd  found  correct, 

LYMAN  0.  DRAPER, 
JOHN  W.  HtTNT. 


f  '  • 
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APPBHDIXMO.  2. 


GREEN  BAY  IN  17a«- 

CaABLU  Whiitlesey,  Esq.,  of  Eagle  River,  Lake  Superior,  aa 
iDtelligent  and  accomplished  scholar,  sent  the  following  translatioxi 
of  a  French  manuscript,  relating  to  the  early  history  of  Greeu 
Bay,  to  Hon.  C.  D.  Robinson,  by  whom  it  was  kindly  communicar 
ted  to  the  Society.  It  was,  with  many  others  of  a  similar  nature, 
brought  from  France  by  Gen.  Cass,  when  he  returned  from  his 
mission,  who  loaned  them  to  Mr.  Whittlesey  far  perusal  and  trans- 
lation. He  promises  copies  of  others,  which  will  no  doubt  prove 
iuteresting  and  valuable. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  thinks  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  by  whom 
this  memoir  was  penned,  or  to  whom  it  was  directed.  He  sug- 
gests that  a  part  of  it  has  the  air  of  a  circular  addressed  to  the 
Commandants  on  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Illinois  by  the  Iiead  of 
Indian  Affairs;  but  most  of  its  sentiments  and  many  of  the  phra- 
ses agree  with  a  letter  of  June  19, 1726,  by  M.  DaLiguey,  from 
Green  Bay,  to  M.  DeSIette,  among  the  Illinois. 

Memoir  'conceminff  the  peace  made  by  Monsieur  DeLigney  {or 
Signey)  v)iih  the  Chief e  of  the  Foxes  {Renards)^  Souks  {Salkis\ 
and  WinndfOffos  {Puans  a  la  Baie\  June  7,  1726. 

To  make  the  peace  which  has  been  effected  by  M.  Da  Liomn' 
with  the  Foxes  of  the  Bay,  and  the  Puants  (Win neba goes),  of 
the  7th  of  June  last,  certain  and  stable,  it  is  thought  proper  t6 
l^rant  to  Ouchata^  the  principal  chief  of  the  Foxes,  his  particular 
request  to  have  a  French  oflScer  in  the  country,  which  will,  he  saye^ 
aid  him  in  reiLraiuing  hit  young  men  from  bad  thoughts  and  ae« 
lloni. 


We  think,  moreover,  that  it  will  be  neceetarj  that  the  com- 
mandant at  La  Pointe,  Chegoiwegon  (Lake  Snperior),8honld  for  his 
part  labor  to  withdraw  the  Sioux  from  an  alliance  with  the  Foxes, 
to  detach  them  by  presents,  and  allow  them  to  hope  for  a  missioib- 
arj  and  other  Frenchmen  as  thej  have  desired. 

The  same  thing  should  be  written  to  the  oflScer  commanding  at 
4he  pott  of  Detroit,  and  at  the  river  St  Josephs,  in  order  that  the 
nations  adjacent  to  those  parte,  may  be  detached  from  the  Foxes, 
snd  that  those  officers,  in  cpse  of  war,  have  a  care  ^that  the  waj 
shall  be  stopped,  and  the  Foxes  prevented  from  seeking  an  asylam 
with  the  Lx>quoiSy  or  in  any  other  nations,  where  they  may  secrete 
themselves. 

Monsieur  Db  Sikfte,  who  now  commands  in  the  niinois  country 
in  place  of  M.  Db  Boisbruute,  has  written  to  M.  Db  Lignbt,  that 
the  Foxes  are  afi*aid  of  treachery,  and  that  the  surest  mode  of  se- 
curing our  object,  is  to  destroy  and  exterminate  them.  That  he 
has  made  the  same  proposition  to  the  Council  General  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  has  given  to  the  gentlemen,  who  are  Directors  of  the 
company  of  the  Indies,  the  same  opinion. 

We  agree  that  this  would  be  the  best  expedient,  but  must  main- 
tain that  nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  or  more  prejudicial  to 
both  colonies  than  such  an  enterprise,  in  case  it  should  fail.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  effect  a  surprise,  and  to  keep  them  shut  up 
in  a  fort,  as  in  the  last  war ;  for  if  the  Foxes  escape  to  the  Sioux, 
or  to  the  Agouais,  (Iroquois?)  they  would  return  to  destroy  us  in 
all  the  Upper  Ojontry,  and  the  French  of  both  colonies  would  be 
unable  to  pass  from  post  to  post,  except  at  the  risk  of  robbery  and 
murder.  If,  however,  after  our  efforts  to  cause  the  peace  to  be 
durable  and  real,  the  Foxes  fail  again  in  their  promises,  and  take 
up  the  hatchet  anew,  ic  will  be  necessary  to  reduce  them  by  armed 
£>rces  of  both  colonies  acting  in  concert. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  proper  that  M.  Db  SorrrE  should  cause  to 
be  restored  to  the  Foxes  by  the  Illinois,  the  prisoners  that  they 
may  have  with  them,  as  M.  DbLiqney  has  made  the  Foxes  promise 
to  Send  to  the  Ulinois  their  prisoners ;  and  that  you  dv>  not  f^illow 


tfi6  example  of  other  eommandaiits  before  70a,  wbo  have  thonght 
to  iotimidate  the  Foxes,  and  eaoae  them  to  lay  down  their  armi 
bj  baming  Fox  prisoners  that  fell  into  their  hands,  which  has 
oalj  serred  to  irritate  that  people,  and  aroused  the  strongest  hatred 
against  ns. 

If,  with  these'arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois,  the  Foxes 
can  be  persuaded  to  remain  in  peace  from  this  time  a  year,  we 
shall  be  able  to  have  an  interview  with  M.  De  Sicitb,  at  ^'  Ohie*- 
goux,**  or  at  the  Bock  (on  the  IHinois),  from  whence  to  make  aa 
appointment  for  the  Ohiefs  of  the  Illinois  nation  and  of  the  Baj, 
(Green  Bay),  where  they  can  agree  upon  the  numbers  of  French 
and  of  Indians,  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois  and  on  the  part  of 
Oanada,  who  shall  meet  at  a  fort  to  be  built  at  an  agreed  place  d^ 
signed  for  the  meeting; 

After  this,  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Foxes  and  their  aIlieS| 
can  be  renewed,  and  the  following  summer  we  can  cause  ''  Oucha- 
tai**  and  the  war^hiefs  of  the  Foxes,  with  a  train  of  their  allies; 
the  Pnants,  Sauks,  Kickapoos,  Maskoutens  and  Sioux,  to  descend 
the  Lake  to  Montreal,  where  we  can  enquire  of  them  their  dispo- 
sition and  intentions,  and  also  learn  the  desires  of  the  King  from 
France* 

It  would  be  apropos  that  Onchata  shonld  pnblicly  demand  a 
^ief  from  the  French  in  presence  of  his  chiefs,  and  of  thc«e  of 
the  Sautems,  (Ohippeways,)  Potowatamies,  Outawas,  (Ottaways,) 
and  other  nations,  whom  it  may  also  be  proper  to  bring  down, 
and  a  chief  or  two  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois,  to  be  witnesses  of 
the  matters  concluded  with  the  Foxes.  There  will  be  no  difficultj 
ia  granting  them  a  French  officer,  although  it  may  not  coincide 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Commandant  at  the  Bay,  who  will  doubt- 
lais  be  opposed  to  this  establishment,  only  on  account  of  private 
interests,  which  ought  always  to  yield  to  the  good  of  the  service 
of  the  King  and  the  Ck>lonies. 


jlPPmiDZZ  Ha  8. 


LIIUT.  JAMD  GOBRKLL^S  JOXnUff AL. 


[iBtMliietoffy  BOtobj  UMOuTMiMiidiogScey  of  thi  Stuto  TliitMiwl  Sodtty  •!  Wigf 

Tbe  late  venerable  Sobert  Gilmor,  of  Baltimore,  obtained  from 
Horatio  Ridont,  Esq.,  of  Whitehall,  near  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
qdite  a  collection  of  rare  and  cnrions  manaseripts  relative  to  the 
did  French  and  Indian  war,  and  among  them  this  journal  of  Lient. 
Gorrell.  Kr.  Bidont's  father  was  John  Ridont,  who  was  Secretary 
to  OoT.  Horatio  Sharpe  of  Maryland  during  the  French  and  Indi- 
an war,  and  thus  became  possessed  of  these  valuable  papers.  Mr. 
Qilmor  presented  them  to  the  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

Francis  Parkman,  Esq ,  of  Boston,  when  collecting  materials 
for  his  able  work  on  border  history,  the  Conspiracy  of  Pomtiac^ 
procured  a  copy  of  Oorrell's  journal,  and  has  kindly  communi- 
cated a  transcript  of  it  for  the  use  of  our  Society.  So  interesting 
a  memorial  of  the  early  history  of  Wisconsin,  never  before  pub- 
lished, cannot  but  be  received  with  favor. 

Of  Gorrell  himself,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  know  so  little. 
In  addition  to  this  journal,  he  left  another  of  Maj.  Wilkins*  expe- 
dition from  Niagara  to  Detroit,  in  the  fall  of  1763.  This  is  the 
lait  trace  we  get  of  him.  As  his  name  does  not  appear  in  tbe 
British  Army  Register  for  1780,  of  which  we  have  a  copy,  it  would 
aeem  that  ho  had  died  prier  to  that  date. 

A  few  explanatory  notes  are  added  by  the  editor  to  the  joumaL 

L.  0.  D. 
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LIEUT.  JAMES  GORRELL'S  JOURNAL. 

ComiDenciDg  at  Detroit,  September  Sth,  17G1,  and  ending  at  Ifontreal,  'Angust  13th| 
1763,  eentalDiof  an  aceouut  of  sererel  councils  held  with  the  Indians  ;--a]ao.  showiDg 
Um  Tillunj  osed  by  the  Oanadiansto  eorrupt  the  Indians^  and  exeite  theai  agaioM  tbt 
Xoglii^,  with  a  brief  aceouat  »f  the  numlier  and  streagth  of  the  Indiaoa^  aMi  their 
commene  ia  that  quarter. 

Detroit,  Sept.  8, 1761.— Captain  Belfonr  of  the  80th  Regt.,  was 
ordered  to  inarch  with  a  detachment  of  the  60th  and  80th  Hegts., 
to  take  possession  of,  and  leave  garrisons  at  the  posts  on  Lakes 
Ilaron  and  Mitchicon,  yiz.,  at  Mishamakinak,  La  Bay,*  after- 
wards called  Fort  Edward  Angnstns,  and  St.  Josephs. 

Septi  28th. — We  arrived  at  Mishamakinak,  when  Capt.  Belfour 
called  a  council  of  what  chiefs  of  the  Indians  were  then  there, 
and  gave  them  a  belt  and  some  strings  of  wampum.  Here  we  left 
Lieut.  Leslie,  of  the  Royal  American  or  COth  Regt.,  with  one 
sergt ,  one  corporal,  one  drummer,  and  twenty-five  privates  of  the 
same  regiment. 

Oct.  1, — The  rest  of  the  detachment  sailed  with  a  fair  wind  for 
La  Bay  ;  went  ttiat  evening  sixteen  computed  leagues,  and  not* 
withstanding  we  were  detained  by  contrary  winds,  c&c.,  four  days 
at  the  Grand  River,  we  arrived  at  La  Bay  on  the  12th,  which  is 
computed  eighty  leagues  from  Mishamakinak,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  but  one  family  of  Indians  in  the  village — they  being  gone 
a  hunting,  according  to  their  custom,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
return  commonly  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  accord- 
ing to  the  distance  they  go,  and  the  openness  of  the  season.  There 
were  several  Frenchmen  who  had  gone  up  the  river  that  forms  the 


*  Thb  taking  possosaion  of  these  western  posts  prrTiou^lj  occupied  hj  the  French, 
in  ooDseqaenoo  of  the  conqoest  of  Canada  the  prefiotis  jear  hj  the  English  and 
Oolookl  ftirees,  and  the  surrender  of  the  Uarqoia  de  VaadriiuU,  Qovemor  Oeaeral  of 
Canada ;  and  La  Bajf  waa  our  own  Qreen  Baj  of  Wisconsin,  or,ss  the  earlj  French  wri* 
ters  ttttmed  it,  la  Bay  dt$  PuanU 

I 
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Bat  wbreh  comes  from  Lake  Puaa,*  al>3at  fo«rte^«  leagvee  up. 
Tbeee  inkkr*  hare  sioce  p^e  up  at  far  as  the  Soar^  conntrj, 
near  two  bmidred  leagaet  from  La  Bar,  aad  aa  ihej  vent  pMt 
tbia  poit,  ootwiihatanding  thoie  rerj  Frenchmea  were  emplojed 
bj  tbe  Engliab  tradera  firom  Montreal  tbat  came  to  Muhamakinak 
hj  rirtme  of  Geo.  Gage*^  lioeuef  did  all  tbat  laid  im  their  power 
to  pemade  tbe  Bay  lodiana  to  fall  npon  tbe  EngliJi  on  dieir  way , 
aa  they  heard  of  oar  coming,  and  teUing  the  Indiana  diat  the  Eng- 
lish were  rerjr  weak,  and  that  it  coold  be  done  Terj  readily.  Some 
of  the  yonng  warrioia  were  willing,  bat  an  old  and  great  man  of 
the  Sack  Nation  whom  they  call  Ajosh^  (and  whom  the  French 
call  DiBoo,)  told  them  they  were  the  Eaglkb  dogs  or  alarea  now 
that  they  were  eonqnered  by  the  English ;  that  they  only  wanted 
his  men  to  fight  the  English  for  tbem,  bat  he  said  they  shoald  not, 
and  called  tbe  French  old  sqoaws,  and  obliged  the  waniofs  lo  de- 
atsty  wbich  tLey  did,  and  went  to  their  banting.  I  was  informed 
by  an  English  lad,  and  a  New  England  Indian  that  was  with  them, 
of  this  in  tbe  spring  following,  bat  when  I  got  an  English  interpre- 
ter, tbe  Indian  told  me  of  it,  aa  will  appear  hereafter. 

We  arrired  at,  and  took  post  at  La  Bay,  the  12th  October? 
fonnd  the  furt  quite  rotten,  the  stockade  ready  to  fall,  the  bonses 
without  cover,  oar  fire  wood  far  off,  and  none  to  be  got  when  the 
rirer  closed.  The  14th,  Capt  Belfonr  departed,  learing  me  with 
one  Serg't,  and  corporal,  and  fifteen  privates  at  La  Bay,  a  French 
Interpreter,  and  two  English  traders — viz :  Messrs.  McKay  from 
Albany,  and  Groddard  from  MontreaL 

When  I  left  Detroit  for  St  Josephs,  and  had  received  my  orders 
from  Capt  Donald  Campbell,  of  ye  60th  or  Royal  American 
Begt,  I  found  in  bis  orders  very  little  respecting  Indians,  for 
wbich  reason  I  applied  to  bim  to  know  if  he  bad  any  other  in- 

atructions,  npon  wbich  be  referred  me  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson^,  who 
was  then  there,  to  wbom  I  af^^lied.  He  told  me  verbally  that  an- 
less  I  did  my  l>e«t  to  please  the  Indians  I  bad  better  not  go  there ; 


WbasUgoLidM.    t  Siou.    tSuperbtMuliatof  tU  VoHhmlBdissDt|MHaMii 


n 

he  told  me  he  would  leave  belts  of  wampnm  with  Oapt  Campbell 
as  sooB  as  the  council  wag  orer,  to  be  sen"  to  the  different  pcnts, 
thongh  I  never  received  anj,  as  I  imagine  the  captain  never  bad 
it  in  his  power  to  send  them.  Understanding  shortlj  after  mj 
taking  command  of  the  post,  that  there  was  a  vast  number 
of  Indians  dependant  on  it,  more  than  was  ever  thought  of,  I 
found  that  I  should  have  to  send  to  Detroit  for  bolts  to  give  them 
on  thoir  arrival  in  the  spring.  For  this  purpose,  I  at  three  differ- 
ent times  attempted  sending  expresses,  both  by  way  of  St  Josephs 
and  Mishamakinak,  but  I  could  never  do  it 

Iherefi>re,  as  I  could  not  get  any  from  Detroit,  and  could  not  do 
without  it,  I  was  obliged  after  getting  what  Mr.  Gk>ddard  bad,  to 
borrow  of  the  Indian  squaws,  and  pay  them  some  twelve  hundred 
for  a  thousand.  I  also  made  use  of  some  I  had  from  Lieut  Bre- 
hm,  which  was  fur  his  own  use.  That  borrowed  from  the  IndianSp 
I  wa^  obliged  to  repay  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  trader  that 
brought  wampum.  So  that  I  had  six  belts  made,  one  for  each  ua* 
tion  that  visited  that  place,  but  I  found  that  some  nations  required 
two,  some  three,  and  some  four,  as  they  had  towns.  The  Fi  ench« 
in  their  tiroe^  always  gave  them  belts,  rum,  and  money,  presents 
by  which  tbey  renewed  their  peace  annually. 

Nothing  material  happoied  from  this  till  the  May  ensuing.--< 
If e  mostly  busied  ourselves  during  the  winter  in  repairing  the 
fort,  houses,  etc ,  as  we  had  by  the  Oauadians  many  Arious  ac- 
eooiits,  differing  from  one  another,  of  the  Indians  intending  to  at- 
tack us,  which  accounts  we  had  all  the  reason  afterwards  to  be- 
lieve were  propagated  to  hinder  the  trader  from  coming  up  to  that 
post 

fiome  few  young  men  of  the  different  tribes  or  nations  of  Indi- 
ans oame  at  different  times  to  know  how  they  would  be  treated, 
and  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  we  were  fond  of  seeing 
them,  and  received  them  civilly,  contrary  to  the  account  given 
them  by  the  French*  They  asked  for  amunition,  which  I  gave 
them  at  different  times,  as  also  sent  flour  to  some  of  their  old 
oien,  who,  they  said,  were  sick  in  the  woods.     There  being  no 


^fHUfs  here  at  our  arriyal,  we  Jiad  no  ooancil  with  them  antil  Qm 
23d  of  May,  1762,  on  which  I  delivered  the  following  speech,  the 
f  hiefii  of  the  Folles  AToinee,*  and  of  the  three  Pnan  chiefs,  being 
present;  and  agreeably  to  my  orders  from  Capt  Campbell ,  I  gave 
them  belts  of  wampum,  and  strings  of  the  same,  for  the  return  of 
prisoners : 

BxoTHKBs ! — As  you  may  have  lost  some  of  y  V  brothers  in  the 
war  in  which  yon  imprudently  engaged  with  the  French  against 
your  brothers,  the  English,  and  the'  by  it  yon  ought  to  hare 
brought  a  jost  indignation  upon  you,  yet  we  will  condescend  so 
fiur  to  forget  whatever  hath  happened,  that  I  am  glad  to  take  this 
epportani:y  to  eondole  with  yoo  on  the  loss  you  have  met  with. 
At  the  same  time,  by  these  belts,  I  wipe  away  all  the  blood  that 
was  spilt,  and  bary  all  your  brothers'  bones  that  remain  nnbnried 
en  the  face  of  the  earth,  thattliey  may  grieve  you  no  more,  as  mr 
intention  is  henceforward,  not  to  grieve  but  to  rejoice  among  you. 

^  Brothers! — I  hope  also  by  these  belts  to  open  a  passage  to  your 
hearts,  so  that  you  may  always  speak  honestly  and  truly,  and 
drive  away  irom  your  heart  all  that  may  be  bad,  that  yon  may, 
nke  your  brothers  the  English,  think  of  good  things  only.  I  light 
also  a  tire  of  pure  friendship  and  concord,  which  affords  a  heat 
sweet  and  and  agreeable  to  those  who  draw  nigh  unto  it ;  and  I 
light  it  for  all  Indian  nations  that  are  willing  to  draw  nigh  unto  it. 
I  also  cleaf  a  great  road  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  setting  of 
the  same,  and  clear  it  from  all  obstructions,  that  all  nations  may 
travel  in  it  freely  and  safely. 

BRornEaa! — As  yon  must  know  the  arms  of  the  great  King 
Geurge  have  entirely  subdued  all  the  French  dominion  in  Canada, 
as  you  must  also  know  the  just  causes  that  obliged  him  to  make 
those  conquests,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  agreeably  to  terma 
ef  capitulation  made  last  year,  by  which,  as  before  mentioned, 


*  Tba  Frwek  nttne  glriD  to  tho  MaoBOncf^  mttiUDg  Wild  Oats,  tlfaiditis  t»  itM 
triU  iicf»  whiob  grtw  aboiMUiiUj  in  ths  iSunUj,  nud  from  vhicb  Umj  deri?«d  Uim 


Oanada,  with  all  its  dependencies,  was  ceded  to  the  Engignkhils* 
ny  master  and  your  father,  I  am  sent  here  to  keep  the  best  order 
abd  administer  the  strictest  justice  amongst  jon,  as  also  to  protect 
all  the  Indians  tlilit  will  by  their  good  behavior  deserve  his  royal 
bounty.  He  halh  also  recommended  it  to  all  his  subjects  who  are 
oome  amongst  you  to  trade,  to  bring  whatever  necessaries  yon  may 
want,  and  save  jon  the  trouble  of  going  so  far  yourselves ;  in  com 
aequenoe  of  which,  I  have  brought  one  along  with  me,  who,  you'll 
find,  will  use  your  people  well  and  sell  everything  as  cheap  aa  pos^ 
aible  to  them,  which  some  of  them  have  already  experienced.  There* 
fore,  I  hope  you  will,  on  your  part,  behave  well,  and  give  convincing 
proofs  of  your  good  intentions  to  keep  a  good  understanding  wiA 
kim  by  paying  him  always  whatever  he  may  credit  yon,  as  your 
brothers  the  English  do.  If  you  have  any  just  complaints  against 
him,  or  any  others  of  the  English  or  French  traders,  or  people 
otherwise  employed  amongst  you,  let  me  know,  and  you  may  da- 
pond  upon  having  justice  done  you.  It  is  for  these  purposes  that 
I  am  sent  here,  which  you  may  plainly  see  by  my  bringing  few 
men  with  me ;  and  always  depend  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  serve 
70U  in  doing  justice.  In  one  word,  by  these  belts,  1  renew  and 
ooiifirm  all  the  treaties  and  covenants  of  peace  which  formerly 
subsisted  between  your  ancestors  and  onrsi  which  was  lately  re* 
mewed  by  your  neighboring  chiefe  at  Niagara  and  Detroit.  I  ex- 
pect yon'll  hold  fast  and  often  record  it  in  your  minds,  as  by  that 
means  you'll  study  your  interest,  and  ever  give  ns  good  prooft  of 
your  fKendship  and  go(/d  meaning  towards  as.  I  also  reoommeod 
it  to  yon  to  take  care  and  use  well  all  who  have  or  may  come,  and 
look  upon  them  as  your  friends  and  brothers,  as  they  are  subjecta 
of  His  Majesty,  and  we  form  one  body  and  blood,  and  since  we 
are  joined  by  friendship,  henceforth  we  shall  be  one  people. 

Bbothxrs  :— In  consequence  of  this  and  tlie  several  treaties  held 
with  you  and  your  neighboring  chiefi  at  Niagara,  Detroit  and  Mish- 
•makinak,  these  strings  are  to  open  your  eyes  and  hearts^  to  follow 
their  example  to  bring  in  all  the  English  prisoners  who  yet  remam 
with  yon  or  your  people,  that  they  may  be  retnmed  to  us.    You 
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know  they  are  onr  owq  blood,  and  yon  are  aeosible  that  it  woald 
Tex  you  to  have  yoor  blood  with  any  nation.  Yonr  great  father,  the 
King,  will  be  very  angry  if  yon  don't  comply,  and  send  as  many 
men  as  there  are  treea  in  the  forest  to  compel  yon  to  a  compli* 
anee. 

To  this  the  FoUes  AToines,  on  whose  land  the  fort  stands,  an- 
fwered : 

That  Ihey  were  tbankfnl  for  the  good  speech  I  had  made  them, 
as  also  for  the  presents ;  and  said  they  were  rery  poor,  havinglost 
three  hundred  warriors  lately  with  the  small  pox,  and  most  of 
their  chiefs  by  the  late  war  in  which  they  had  been  engaged  by 
ibe  then  French  eommauder  he:e  against  the  E:iglish. 

That  they  were  very  glad  to  find  the  English  were  pleased  to 
pardon  them,  as  they  did  not  expect  it,  and  were  conscioas  that 
they  did  not  merit  it;  bnt  that  I  might  depend  they  would  adhere 
to  whatever  instmctions  the  commanding  English  officers  might 
gire  them,  for  the  fatnre,  as  they  had  always  done  with  r^ard  to 
the  French. 

They  begged  I  wonld  send  for  a  gnn-smith  to  mend  their  gnns, 
as  they  were  poor  and  ont  of  order ;  the  French,  they  said,  had 
always  done  this  for  them,  and  their  neighbors  at  Mishamakinak 
had  had  this  fayor  granted  them.  They  said  the  French  com- 
mandaut  always  gare  them  rnm  as  a  tme  tuken  of  friendship.  In 
regard  to  prisoners,  they  said  they  had  none  amongst  them,  nor 
«ver  had ;  for  what  English  prisoners  they  had  taken  during  the 
war,  they  had  always  left  at  IfontreaL  They  expressed  great 
satisfaction  that  the  English  traders  were  coming  among  them, 
mnd  seemed  desirons  that  they  should  continue  to  come,  as  they 
ibund  by  experience  that  tbls  goods  were  half  cheaper  than  when 
the  French  were  amongst  them,  and  said  they  wonld  use  the  tra> 
ders  well,  oblige  their  yonng  men  to  pay  their  credits,  and  assured 
me  thi^y  would  willingly  partake  the  influence  of  the  pure  fire  of 
irieiidship  I  had  lighted  for  them.  They  thanked  me  for  my  ad* 
tiee  in  desiring  them  honestly  and  sincerely  t«>  speak  their  senti* 
niktntB)  which  they  always  would  d0|  and  acquaint  me  with  any 


bad  UXk  ftat  mi^t  1>6  Amongst  them,  or  tiye  neigbboring  IncKaa 
Nations,  as  there  were  five  more  that  depended  on  that  poit 
Thej  returned  thanka  to  the  great  God  for  sending  them  anch  a 
daj  fur  their  conneil,  which  they  looked  upon  as  an  omen  of  hiatr 
ing  peace  with  them. 

To  which  I  gare  the  following  answer : 

That  I  woald  write  to  Oapt  CampbeH,  eommanding  at  the 
Detroitffor  a  gnu-smith  as  soon  as  possible,  and  made  no  donbt  be 
would  send  one.  To  their  request  for  mm,  I  told  them  that  their 
great  father.  King  Geoi^,  knowing  that  they  were  poor,  by  being 
so  knog  at  war,  had  ordered  no  mm  to  be  brought  amongst  them 
to  sell,  lest  they  should  neglect  their  «k>thing,  their  wiv«s  and 
children,  until  such  time  as  they  might  be  clothed,  which  I  hoped 
would  be  in  a  few  years. 

The  Puan  Chief  returned  the  same  answer  with  the  rest,  with 
a  demand  for  a  gun-smith ;  and  added,  that  be  wonld  send  the 
good  road  1  had  given  him,  meaning  the  belt,  to  the  two  other 
chiefs  of  his  nation,  and  he  did  not  donbt  they  would  come  down 
very  soon. 

No  Indians  came  here  till  the  29th,  when  a  party  of  Toways,* 
who  liyed  at  Little  Detroit,  arrived.  I  spoke  to  them  as  I  had 
doBo  to  the  rest,  and  ga^  them  string?  of  wampum  fur  the  return 
of  prisoners,  and  made  tbem  some  small  presents.  4ls  they  lay 
between  this  and  Mishamakinak,  they  promised  th^y  would  use 
the  English  and  French .  well  who  wonld  be  coming  thither.  They 
went  a  wily  well  pleaeed. 

June  5th,  1763. — Ambassadors  from  the  Sacks  and  Reynarda, 
with  a  chief  belonging  to  the  second  Puan  town,  arrived  here,  to 
whom  I  made  a  speech  to  the  same  purpose,  and  a-so  gave  tbem 
each  a  belt  and  strings  of  wampum.  Their  answer  was  nigh  to 
the  saitae  purpoM  as  the  former,  w!th  a  demand  for  the  English 
tnuiers  to  go  to  their  towns.  I  tuld  them  I  would  write  to  my 
commander  at  Detroit,  and  await  his  answer. 
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IrocoT^d  a  letter  fl\>m  Oa^.  Osmpbell,  dated  at  Detroit  ii 
September,  [ 1 76 1 ,]  whieh  rtererhad  an  crpportnnfty  of  ooruing  be- 
fore from  Mishamakinak,  wherein  he  cuttd  that  it  was  against  the 
OeneraPs  instmctions  to  gire  the  Indians  more  presents  than  were 
absolutely  necessary  to  keep  them  in  temper.  These  orders  made 
me  nneasy ,  as  I  was  assured  I^conld  not  keep  so  large  a  bodj  of  In- 
dians in  temper  without  giving  them  something,  as  they  had  al- 
ways been  used  to  laige  presents  from  the  (French;  and  at  the 
aame  time,  if  I  did  not  giro  each  nation  the  same  I  had  giToa 
those  that  had  been  to  see  me,  all  wonld  be  lost  to  me  and  the 
aervice.  I,  therefore,  sent  my  interpreter,  who  could  acquaint 
Oapt.  Campbell  best  about  it,  with  letters  to  him,  and  engaged  his 
•OBsin  at  his  recommendation,  who  had  just  coma  from  the  Sous 
country,  as  interpreter.  He  behaved  very  well  for  a  Canadian  for 
sometime,  but  I  was  convinced  soon  to  the  contrary,  as  will  appear 
in  the  sequel* 

There  are  by  both  French  and  Indian  accounts,  89|100  Indian 
warriors,  besides  women  and  children,  depending  on  this  post  for 
supplies,  and  they  are  as  follows : 

Taways,  etc,  100  Little  Detroit  and  Milwaoky. 

Fulles  Avoines,  150  warriors;  Tliey  lire  at  La  Bajr,  in  two  towns. 

T>„-  ^„  1  Kft  (At  the  end  o(  Puans  Lake,  and 

ruans,  lou  <     over  ^aipst  Louistonstant. 

«^,                        2XQ  I  Above  Louistonstant,  in  ye.  gov* 

■••^  *»                    ^^  (     emmeht  of  Louisiana. 

Beynards,         ,     SM  On  the  Kivor  Reyovd. 

Avoys,  (lowayst)  8,000  On  each  side  MisslssippL 

Rons.  80  000  i  ^^  ^®®^  "'^®  Mississippi,  near  300 

^  *  \     leagues  off. 

Total,         39,100 

I  had  a,n  answer  frooa  Oapt  0«pipbell  as  soon  as  could  be  expect- 
fid;  in  which  he  was  pleased  .to  signify  his  being  satisfied  that  I 
had  done  all  in  my  powen  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  service. 
He  said  he  had  written  to  the  General,  and  had  let  him  l^now  that 
the  number  of  Indians  at  my  post  was  great,  and  hoped  to  know 
bis  Excellency's  orders  to  enable  him  to  supply  them  uritJIi  what 
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wonld  make  them  easy ;  at  the  same  time  desiringi  would  coutinue 
to  keep  tliem  iu  as  good  humor  as  possible,  cousistently  with  fru- 
gality. He  albo  sent  '200  lbs  of  tobacco  for  them.  Lieut.  Leslie 
Bent  me  100  lbs,  which  I  made  the  most  of  by  giving  it  very  spar- 
ingly, as  the  traders  who  come  to  this  place  bring  very  little  of 
that  article. 

Jane  24th. — Ambassadors  from  the  Chippewas,  a  nation  de- 
pendent on  Mishamakinak,  came  to  negotiate  the  adjustment  of 
a  quarrel  with  the  Follcs  Avoines  rcspectiug  a  man  killed  at  Mish- 
amakinak,  belonging  to  the  latter  tribe.  They  brought  a  let- 
ter from  Lieut  Leslie,  commanding  at  Mishamakinak,  in  which 
he  warmly  recommended  it  to  me  to  assist  the  Chippewas  in  that 
negotiation,  as  it  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  trade  and  com- 
munication between  the  posts  if  any  such  quarrels  should  take 
place ;  for  which  purpose,  I  called  the  chiefs  belonging  to  the 
post  together,  and  was  under  the  necessity  of  giving  them  a  few 
email  presents. 

June  25th. — Mr.  Thomas  Hutchins,*  now  Ensign,  came,  with 
Mr.  George  Croghan'fi  instructions  to  enquire  after  Indian  affairs. 
It  being  Captain  Campbell's  orders  to  me  to  assist  him,  I  called 
what  Lidian  chiefs  were  then  there,  consisting  of  the  Folles  Avoi- 
nes, Sacks  and  Reynards.  When  lie  had  let  them  know  his  busi- 
ness, they  immediately  demanded  of  him  colors  and  comniissionSy 
SQch  as  the  French  superintendents  used  to  give  them ;  to  which 
he  replied,  that  he  wonld  report  of  it  to  the  superintendents  who 
sent  him. 


*  This  ctrly  Anglo- American  riftitor  to  Wiaconsin  was  a  natiro  of  New  Jeraej.  la 
1763— *64,  he  lerved  under  Col.  Bouquet  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  Mhsequcntlj  in  Weat  Flori- 
da. Ha  vaa  in  England  at  the  commenGement  of  the  Rerolution,  where  hia  ical  for  hia 
Mrtivalaiid  caused  hfni  to  refuse  tcrof»lin^  offers*  and  finally  led  to  his  imprisoument^ 
and  the  lues  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  inasinj^le  day.  When  liberated,  he  went  to 
Visnoa^  and  thence  tu  Charleaton,  ^hero  he  joined  the  army  under  Gen.  Greene.  He 
waa  toon  appointed  Goo;;raphet  General  of  the  Dnitcd  Statea,  and  died  in  Uiat  aervioa 
.afrPittabuigh,  in  April,  17S9.  Ue  was  mnarkable  for  hia  piety,  charity  and  beneTo- 
Utee;  and  was  the  author  of  two  descriptive  works,  one  on  PennsylTania,  Maryland, 
Virginia  and  North  CarolLnn,  and  the  other  on  Louisiana  and  Weat  Florida. 
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Jnljr  12th. — A  Bejnard  camo  who  said  ho  was  a  cbief|  and  de* 

manded  leave  to  buy  seven  barrels  of  powder,  presenting  me  with 

a  large  belt  of  wampum.    Having  reason  to  suspect  his  intentions, 

I  refused  to  allow  him  to  buy  any  more  than  would  serve  him  to 

.  hunt,  until  I  should  have  a  council  with  his  chiefs,  and  I  gave  him 

^a  belt,  desiring  his  king  might  come  to  me  very  soon. 

Aug.  6th. — ^Three  Puan  chiefs,  with  four  ambaspadors  from  the 
Avoy  nation,  came.  I  made  the  same  speech  to  them  as  to  the 
rest*  The  chief  of  the  third  town  of  the  Puans  brought  me  a  large 
belt,  confirming  what  both  the  others  had  said  before,  telling  me 
that  he  had  seen  the  belts  I  had  sent,  and  that  he  had  never  been 
at  war  with  the  English,  nor  could  the  French  commander 
pursuadehim  to  it.  He  brought  the  other  chiefs  to  confirm  what 
be  said,  as  he  never  knew  any  harm  the  Erglish  had  done  him. 
He  made  the  same  demand  for  traders,  with  the  same  promises  of 
protection  for  them,  and  also,  asked  for  a  gun  smitli,  and  rum.  The 
Avoys  then  spoke,  and  said  they  had  come  very  far,  and  brought 
no  belts,  as  they  had  come  to  see  if  I  would  shake  hands  and  for- 
give them,  as  I  had  done  the  rest.  I  gave  them  belts  and  strings 
of  wampum  for  the  return  of  prisoners.  They  said  their  king 
wonid  come  in  the  spring  and  see  me. 

Aug.  13th. — The  King  of  the  Sack  Nation  came,  to  whom 
I  made  a  speech  of  the  same  purport  as  to  the  rest,  and  bis 
answer  was  nigh  the  same ;  that  he  had  seen  the  good  road  I  had 
given  his  brothers,  but  as  he  understood  I  would  not  let  any  Eng)- 
lish  come  amongst  them  till  he  came  to  see  me,  he  had  left  home 
in  company  with  250  of  his  warriors  to  wait  on  me  and  know  my 
commands,  and  also  to  get  English  traders ;  but  as  the  ncwAcame 
after  him  that  the  town  was  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the 
Isle  Anoix^  Indians,  he  had  to  send  his  warriors  back  toguaid  the 


*  Probablj  tbe  Ittitiou  TDdfatia    IlinoiB,  accordinfr  to  Farther Harqnette,  mMnfllM 

'^NiMi/'  M  if  other  India?  •  col^parc>d  ^ith  tbcm  vera  mrre  bcratai    It  ia  pwaible,  fbai 

Ilia  Indiana  aUnded  to  hy  Lleat.  Gorrell,  belocgixl  on  ione  29le  mui  Koise  or  1^'ihtil 
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women  and  children.  As  I  liad  now  given  a  good  road,  he  would 
take  care  to  keep  it  open  and  c'ear,  and  if  any  ti'ees  should  spring 
up  to  obstruct  the  waj,  he  would  not  only  beat  them  down,  but 
tear  them  up  by  the  roots,  lie  brought  with  him  a  pair  of  French 
colors,  flying  on  board  his  canoe,  and  excused  himself  by  saying 
he  knew  no  dijflference,  and  hoped  I  would  give  him  English  colors, 
which  I  did,  and  he  burnt  the  French  ones.  I  also  gave  him  a 
belt  of  wampum  and  other  presents.  He  was  the  only  Indian 
that  disapproved  of  ram  being  given  to  the  Indians.  lie  had 
never  seen  an  English  officer  before.  He  showed  me  a  commis- 
sion signed  by  the  French  superintendent,  giving  him  command  of 
the  whole  nation.  I  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  Oapt.  Campbell,  and 
promised  the  Indian,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  have  one 
from  the  English. 

Aug.  2l8t. — A  party  of  Indians  came  from  Mil  wacky,*  and  de- 
manded credit,  which  was  refused,  as  they  properly  belong- 
ed to  Mishamakinak.  Tliey  also  made  great  complaint  of  the 
trader  amongst  them,  but  as  he  came  from  Mishamakinak,  and 
did  not  touch  at  this  place,  I  desired  them  to  go  there  and  make 
their  complaint,  and  they  w^^uld  be  redressed.  Tliey  promised  to 
come  to  this  place  to  trade  in  the  spring  ;  I  made  them  a  small 


*  TbU  it  the  earliest  notice,  it  i»  l>elieTed,  of  Miiwauk§e,  aad  indicAtes  that  it  waa 
tfaa^  1T63,  qaite  an  Indian  town,  with  an  Englidi  trader  reaiding  there.  Col  Arent 
BAnykr  De  Peyater,  who  eommnnded  the  Urittah  pnat  of  IfichiUimaekiBae  from  1774 
tiBteMtiiiBD  of  1779,  haa  left  a  volumo  of  If  iaeallaniea*  in  which  he  haa  reoonled  tha 
fpiliatiiica  of  aapeech  he  (delivered  to  the  Indiana  at  the  Ottawa  town  of  L' Arbre  Croche, 
on  tha  ahoreaof  Lake  Michigan,  eomo  diatanee  weat  of  the  fort  at  MichiUimackinae,  on  the 
4lli  of  July.  1779 ;  in  which  he  apeaka  of  '*  thoae  mnegatoa  of  Milwakie— a  horrid  aet  of 
■efcaetarj  Indiana."  In  the  aame  apeech,  in  another  eonnecUon,  he  alludea  to  "  W6$» 
ml^'P§$ot9,  a  aenaible  oki  chief  at  the  head  of  a  refractory  tribe"— probably  the  If H- 
vankaabaDd,  who  aeem  not  to  haye  been  aabeerrient  to  British  rule  during  the  Ameri- 
cui  Ravolation.  According  to  a  atatement  dictated  by  aeveral  Sac  and  Fox  chiefa, 
appasdad  to  Dr.  Morae'a  Report  of  hia  Indian  Toor  in  1S90.  MU-Mimk-kie  waa  aettled  by 
ttoBaoi  ud  Vioam,  and  the  name  ie  derived  from  IfSm-iMi-waA-iNa— |lMtf /oiidL  The 
Iplblo  tism^j  givoD  hj  Oorrell  of  the  Indian  aaUoaa  dependent  on  Iji  Bay,  maotiona 
XUwaeky  aa  being  then  bhuUted  by  "  OttawM»  ate' 


■» 
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present,  and  told  them  if  they  did,  they  should  be  well  trestel 
and  not  imposed  on. 

Ang.  25th.— The  king  of  the  Reynards  came,  to  whom  I  mtdi 
the  same  speech  as  to  the  rest.  He  answered  to  the  same  p» 
pose  with  the  king  of  the  Sacks,  but  he  lot  me  know  that  he  bid 
routed  those  bad  men  who  demanded  the  seven  barrels  of  pow- 
der; and  promised  protection  to  all  traders  that  came  amongit 
bis  peo[>le.  I  ina^Ie  him  a  present  of  a  stand  of  colors  and  othflr 
things. 

Sept.  Ist. — The  chiefs  of  the  Folles  A voines  came  and  demanded 
credit  for  their  young  men,  which  the  traders  hero  granted,  on  tki 
chiefb  giving  their  word  for  payment  in  the  spring. 

Fr«)m  tliis  to  March  1st,  17C3,  nothing  remarkable  happened, 
except  the  arrival  of  several  English  and  French  traders,  some  of 
whom  went  up  tlie  country,  and  most  sent  up  the  largest  part  of 
theij  goods.  Several  Indiimsof  the  nation  belonging  to  this  plaee, 
camo  in  at  different  times  during  the  winter  for  necefisaries.  Tbig 
day  twelve  warriors  of  the  Sons  came  here;  this  nation's  number 
I  liave  before  given.  It  is  certainly  the  greatest  nation  oi  Indians 
ever  yet  found.  Not  above  two  thousand  of  them  were  ever 
armed  with  lire-arms,  the  rest  depending  entirely  on  bows  and 
arrows  and  darts,  wliich  they  use  with  moro  skill  than  any  other 
Indian  nation  in  North  America.  They  can  shoot  the  wilJestand 
largest  beasts  in  the  woods,  at  seventy  or  one  hundred  yards  i» 
tance.  They  are  remarkable  for  their  dancing ;  the  other  natioil 
take  the  fashion  from  them.  It  is  said  they  keep  regular  gnaift 
in  their  chief  town  or  metropolis,  relieving  once  in  twenty-fupr 
hourS)  and  are  always  alert.  They  proffered  mo  the  command  oC 
their  warriore,  being  30,000  in  number,  to  keep  clear  the  road  I 
had  opened  for  them. 

m 

This  nation  is  always  at  war  with  the  Cbippewas,  those  who  da- 
strojed  Misbamakinak.  Thoy  told  me  with  warmth,  that  if  erer 
the  Chippewfls,  or  any  other  Indians,  wished  to  obstruct  the  pas- 
sage of  the  traders  coming  up,  to  send   them  a  belt,  and  they 
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rould  come  and  cut  tbem  off  from  the  face  of  the  eartli,  as  all 
odians  were  their  slaves  or  dogs.  I  told  them  I  was  glad  to  see 
hem,  and  hoped  to  have  a  lasting  peace  with  them,  etc.,  rehears- 
Qg  the  same  speech  I  had  made  to  the  other  Indians.  They  thea 
;ave  me  a  letter  wrote  in  French,  and  two  belts  of  wampnm,from 
heir  king,  in  which  he  expressed  great  joy  on  hearing  of  there 
K)ing  English  at  this  post,  and  great  desire  of  making  peace  with 
hem,  and  having  English  traders.  The  letter  was  written  by  a 
French  trader  whom  I  had  allowed  to  go  among  them  last  fall, 
ivith  a  promise  of  his  behaving  well,  which  he  did  better  than  any 
[Canadian  I  ever  knew.  They  said  they  found  the  road  very  bad, 
ind  would  have  turned  back  but  for  meeting  a  chief  of  the  FoUea 
^voines  who  prevailed  on  them  to  come ;  but  as  they  had  now 
jpt  a  good  road,  they  could  travel  on  it  without  fear,  and  hoped  to 
some  again  in  the  spring  with  their  king. 

With  regard  to  traders,  I  told  them  I  could  not  allow  any  to 
^  amongst  them,  as  I  then  understood  they  lay  out  of  the  govem- 
□QODt  of  Canada,  but  made  no  doubt  tliey  would  have  traders  from 
Blisaissippi  in  the  Spring.  They  went  away  on  the  8d,  extremely 
well  pleased.  What  was  remarkable,  when  they  went  to  give 
lances  to  the  people,  agreeably  to  the  Indian  custom,  they  began 
with  the  soldiers  say  ing)  they  were  the  people  who  should  have  the 
most  honor  paid  them,  as  they  fought  for  it ;  but  being  told  1  was 
a  soldier  as  well  as  commander,  the  chief  said  he  regarded  mo 
doubly. 

ll£arch  25th. — Bead  letters  from  Mr.  Lottridge,  who  lived  all 
tliis  winter,  in  the  trading  way,  up  the  river  with  the  Indians ; 
that  be  understood  one  Goddard,  a  trader  from  Montreal,  sent  or- 
ders to  his  clerk,  a  Canadian,  who  lay  at  the  same  place  with  Mr. 
Lottridge,  to  send  word  to  the  Milwacky  Indians,  and  desire  them 
act  to  come  here,  but  stay  at  home,  and  he  would  send  goods  to 
them  in  the  spring,  the  contrary  to  what  he  told  them  last  fall. 

Several  Indians  came  from  this  to  the  15th  May,  when  almost 
the  whole  nation  came  together  from  their  hunting.    On  the  18th, 
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I  was  informed  that  some  jonng  men  bad  threatened  to  attack  tbe 
fort^and  as  there  were' some  Taw  ays  here^Fdid  notdonbt  buttbey 
wonld  help  them,  upon  which  I  called  together  the  chiefs  ot  both 
parties,  and  told  them  what  I  ^had  heard  of  their  design.  Tb« 
l^wajs  declared  thej  knew  nothing  of  it,  which  I  believe  wa» 
trae.  The  FoIIes  Avoines'  chiefs  said,  if  anything  made  their 
yonng  men  nneasy,  it  was  on  account  of  the  colors  and  medalii 
Mr.  Hutchins  had  promised.  There  were  none  of  the  old  chieft 
here  at  the  time,  buta  few*days  later  they  came  in.  I  held  coun- 
cil "With  them,  and  in  it,  by  a  belt  and  some  strings  of  wampam^ 
I  renewed  all  former  treaties.  They  all  seemed  well  pleased,  only 
they  wanted  the  promieed  colors  and  medals.  The  chiefs  w^rt' 
much  displeased  at  the  Carroy's  getting  a  present  from  Mr.  God- 
dard  of  a  fine  suit  of  embroidered  clothes.  This  Carroy  wa# 
much  thought  of  by  the  French.  I  changed  my  interpreter  tbe 
20th  inst,  and  employed  the  English  lad  of  Mr.  Moran's  above 
mentioned,  at  which  the  Indians  were^'generally  pleased. 

June  14 til,  1768. — ^The  traders  came  down' from  the  Sack  coai^ 
try,  and  confirmed  the  news  of  Landsing  and  his  son  being  killed' 
by  the  French.  There  came  with  the  traders  some  Fuans,  Ba4 
four  young  men  with  one  chief  of  the  Avoy  nation,  to  demand 
traders  to  go  amongst  them.  They  promised  that  four  hnudrsi* 
and  fifty  other  men  would  be  down  in  August  to  trade.  I  g9^r4 
them  presents. 

Agreeably  to  Capt.  Campbell's  letter  last  fall,  wherein  he  told 
me  that  he  bad  either  lost  or  mislaid  my  last  year's  account,  and 
ako  from  Maj.  Oladwin  at  the  same  time,  I  had  made  up  my  ac- 
count both  fur  last  year  and  this  separately ;  one  for  Capt.  C.  dar- 
ing his  command,  the  other  for  the  Major's  time ;  and  had  giren 
them  to  Mr.  Moran,  a  trader  going  to  Detroit,  who  was  this  morn- 
ing, June  15th,  to  set  out,  when  about  nine  o'clock  came  ten 
Taways  and  Frenchmen,  and  brought  the  following  instructioBi 
firOm  Capt  Etherington : 
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^' Mishamakinak,  June  lltb^  1763. 
'^Dbab  Sir: 

**Thi8  place  was  taken  bj  sarprise  on  tbe  fourth  instant,  by  the 

Cihippewas,  at  which  time  Lieut  Jamet  and  twenty  more  were 

killed,  and  all  the  rest  taken  prisoners ;  but  our  good  fKends  the 

Ottawa^  haye  taken  Lieut  Lesley,  me,  and  eleven  men  out  of 

their  hands,  and  have  promised  to  reinstate    us  again.     Yen'Q 

fherefofe,  on  tbe  receipt  of  this,  which  I  send  bj  a  canoe  of  Otta^ 

WMi  set  oat  with  all  your  garrison  and  what  English  traders  you 

hftve  with  you,  and  come  with  the  Indian  who  gives  you  this,  wh<^ 

wm  coodaet  you  safe  to  me.    You  must  be  sure  to  folli)w  the  ii^^ 

itnictions.  you  receive  from  the  bearer  of  this,  as  you  are  by  ngr 

means  to  come  to  this  post  before  you  see  me  at  tbe  village  twen-^ 

tf  ipilea  from  tliis.    Leave  the  French  clerks  with  tU  ir  mast^J^'^ 

goods,  as  the  Cbippe WAS  have  offered  no  violence  to  any  French* 

man. 

"Bring  with  you  what  provisions  you  can.    Yonr  batteau  will 

bring  you  and  your  garrison,  and  the  merchants  can  come  in  a 

Qmoe.    Tell  the  savages  that  you  are  obliged  to  come  here  t<^ 

open  the  road  which  the  Chippewas  have  shut  up,  that  the  mef* 

ehants  may  have  leave  to  come  to  them,  and  the  bearer  of  this  will 

ipake  the  same  speech  to  the  Indians.    If  there  are  any  English 

tinders  thit  are  not  at  your  post,  you  must  not  wait  for  them,  but 

riMommend  them  to  the  care  of  the  Indians  till  you  come  back^ 

whidi  will  be  very  soon ;  aod  if  you  iind  it  absolutely  necessary^ 

fM,  may  make  them  some  presents.    I  must  once  more  beg  you^ 

leae  no  time  in  coming  to  join  me ;  at  the  same  time,  be  verycare^ 

hif  and  always  be  on  your  guard.    I  long  much  to  see  you,  and 

WDi  dear  sir, 

"  Your  most  humble  serv't, 

GEO.  ETHERINQTON. 

^*  J.  GORKBU^ 

^  Boyal  Americans.'^ 

■ 

**TeU  the  traden  to  bring  what  i^rovisions  they  can  with  them^^ 
i&d  be  sure  to  bring  all  your  amunition ;  and  recommend  the  care 
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of  the  fort  to  the  Indian  chief,  that  it  may  not  bo  burnt  before 
yoar  return.  Let  no  person  know  but  that  jou  are  to  come  straight 
to  the  fort,  a;  the  knowledge  of  our  design  might  be  attended  with 
bad  con8eq.uence8. 

(Signed,)  "G.  E."  ' 

The  same  day  and  date,  received  the  following  from  the  aame, 
bj  same  bearer: 

'<  MichiUimackioac,  Jane  11th,  1763.    : 

**  Bear  Sir : — I  forgot  to  tell  you  before  I  sealed  the  letter  I  jast 
nosr  wrote  you,  that  if  the  Indians  I  send  you  should  want  any 
belts  to  speak  upon,  you  will  give  them  what  they  want,  and  like- 
wise give  each  of  them  a  shirt  to  encourage  them.  In  the  other 
letter  I  wrote  you,  I  said  my  letter  would  be  given  yon  by  an  In- 
dian, but  as  the  Frenchman  that  I  sent  with  him  has  a  little  box,' 
I  gave  'the  letter  to  him.    Please  lose  no  time  in  coming  to  me, 

and  believe  me, 

"  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

"  GEO.  ETHERINGTON." 

Agreeably  to  these  orders,  I  gave  the  ten  young  Ottawu 
clothes,  and  also  five  belts  of  wampum  to  speak  for  the  English, 
or  rather  for  themselves. 

I  called  the  Folles  Avoines  chiefs  together,  and  all  their  young 
men,  and  informed  them,  with  a  belt,  of  their  brother  Oapt 
ETHSBINOTO^'8  distrcss,  (giving  them  large  presents,)  and  askact 
their  counsel  and  assistance;  whereupon  they  called  their 
whole  town  together,  and  all  unanimously  agreed  to  come  along 
with  me,  and  sent  several  of  their  young  men  to  the  lower  town 
to  disfpatch]  them  on  their  march.  The  seven  young  men  I  also 
clothed. 

June  17th.— I  made  every  thing  ready  to  set  off  with  the  gar- 
rison and  all  the  English  traders,  but  contrary  winds  prevailed. 

June  18th. — About  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  arrived -^ 

chiefs  of  the  Sacks,  Eeynards,  and  Puans,  who  said  their  young 
men  were  coming,  and  desired  me  not  to  trust  myself  and  garrieon 
pit^  the;  Tawaya,  as  they  bad  seen  t^e  b^lts,  and  tbey  were  m^i 
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Bincore ;  they  'desired  mo  to  %taj  for  them,  whfch  I  did  till  the 
19th,  when  they  arrived,  and  with  them  came  one  Pknnensha. — 
This  Pennensua  is  the  same  man  who  wrote  the  letter  the  Sous 
brought  with  them  in  March,  and  at  the  same  time  held  council  '■ 
with  that  great  nation  in  favor  of  the  English,  by  which  he  much 
promoted  the  interest  of  the  latter,  as  appeared  by  the  behavioif 
of  tbe  SoHS  thereafter.  He  brought  with  him  a  pipe  from  the 
Sons,  importing  that  after  their  ambassadors  or  chiefs  retumed| 
they  had  called  a  council  of  most  of  the  warriors,  in  which  it  was 
agreed  to  send  the  following  speech  to  the  Indians  depending 
on  the  Baye, — that  I  had  received  a  belt  from  them,  with  a 
road  plain  and  easy  to  be  found ;  they  therefore'  desired,  that  as 
the  road  is  now  clear,  they  would  by  no  means  allow  the  Chippe- 
was  to  obstruct  it,  or  to  give  the  English  any  disturbance,  or  pre- 
vent the  traders  from  coming  up  to  them.  If  they  did  so,  they 
would  send  all  their  warriors  and  cut  them  off. 

This  speech  had  its  desired  effect,  as  it  changed  the  minds  of 
the  Ottawas  very  much,  and  settled  those  of  the  rest  in  favor  of 
llie  English  interest,  who  came  with  Pennensha,  very  happily  for 
ns.  When  all  the  young  men  of  those  nations  had  arrived,  they 
told  me  all  their  nation  was  in  tears  for  the  loss  of  two  English 
traders  who  were  killed  by  the  French  in  their  lands,  and  begged 
l6BTe  of  me  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces.  They  seemed  well  pleased 
that  I  had  got  an  English  interpreter,  as  they  could  tell  me  their 
Blind  more  plainly  than  by  a  Frenchman.  I  called  a  council  of 
the  Four  Nations,  to  whom  I  gave  large  presents ;  and  to  the  three 
Utt  nations,  each  a  belt.  I  also  made  a  speech  to  them  in  the 
belt  manner  I  could,  informing  them  of  Capt  Etherinoton's  dis- 
tresfl,  and  that  I  was  going  to  relieve  him  if  possible,  and  return 
te  them  again  after  we  had  cleared  the  road ;  and  that  I  hoped, 
as  they  had  alwajs  shown  themselves  brothers,  tlioy  would  go 
alo&g  with  me,  and  assist  in  that  good  work.  I  was  going  to  try 
to  reinstate  their  brothers  and  mine,  so  that  they  might  be  sup- 
plied with  goods  for  their  wives  and  children.  Upon  this,  the  old 
Back  chietj  who  was  with  me  last  summer,  and  brought  the  French 
6 


^2 

colors  as  before  mentioned,  addressed  the  rest  of  the  chiefs  as  fel- 
lows: 

That  he  wrs  verj  sorry  for  the  distress  of  his  brother,  the  Eng- 
lish chief  at  Mishamakinak,  and  hoped  they'd  open  their  eyes  and 
be  strong  and  of  good  courage  to  let  their  new  [British]  Father- 
know  how  they  had  his  interest  at  heart,  and  not  to  believe  all  tfa% 
bad  things  the  French  had  told  them  last  winter.  He  then  advised^* 
the  other  Indians  to  follow  his  example  and  show  the  English  how 
mnch  they  had  their  interest  at  heart  lie  conld,  he  said,  gire  no, 
greater  proof  of  this,  than  by  giving  himself  and  taking  his  yonng; 
men  with  him,  and  he  hoped  they  wonld  do  the  same.  He  aaid 
he  knew  that  their  new  Father  wonld  have  pity  on  them,  and  send 
np  traders. 

They  all  agreed  with  this,  and  said  they  were  glad  they  could' 
now  show  the  English  how  mnch  they  loved,  them,  and  that  1/ 
should  find  they  would  keep  their  promise  of  the  year  before. 

By  request  of  the  Four  Nations,  I  sent  off  the  ten  Ottawa^  ta. 
inform  Capt.  Etberington  I  was  coming.  They  promised  to  meet 
me  at  the  Fishing  Place  at  the  Filote-Traverse. 

June  20th. — ^The  Indians  busied  in  gumming  their  canoes,  and. 
getting  ready. 

June  2l8t. — I  set  out,  [accompanied  by]  part  of  the  Four  Ni^ 
tiont,  vis :  the  Folles  Avoines,  Sacks,  Puans,  and  Reynards,  sail- 
ed about  fifteen  leagues  to  the  Lower  Folles  Avoines'  town— ear 
oan^ped. 

June  22d. — Set  out,  and  arrived  about  ten  o'clock  at  the  mouth- 
of  the  river,  on  which  the  village  stands.  Went  on  shore;  walk- 
ed  up  to  the  town,  and  was  saluted  by  the  firing  of  guns  by  about 
fifty  warriors  of  that  town,  who  discharged  their  gims  three  timea. 
Called  a  council  and  spoke  to  them  in  the  same  uianner  as  I  did  to 
the  others,  and  gave  them  large  presents.  They  sent  two  chiefs 
with  twenty  warriors  with  me.  Contrary  winds  obliged  us  to 
stay  all  next  day,  being  the  24th. 

June  25th. — Set  out  escorted  by  ninety  warriors  exclusive  of 


v%j  garriaon  and  the  English  traders,  and  crossed  the  Bay.    Oame 
to  Little  Detroit,  where  a  party  of  the  Ottawas  lived,  to  whom  I' 
gltve  presents,  and  some  strings  of  wampnm,  which  pleased  them. 
They  sent  six  yoang  men  more  with  me. 

Jiiae  26th.— Crossed  the  Say  again,  and  encamped  on  a  litUe 
island. 

Jane37th.-— Went abont  ten  leagues;  encamped  at  the  month 
of  the  rirer,  called  the  Fishing  Place. 

June  28th. — Went  to  the  Ohippewas' fishing  place.  Here  the. 
Indians  who  were  with  ns  apprehending  tbey  might  meet  with 
the  Ghippewas,  who  might  be  there  to  waylay  ns,  sent  ashore  for- 
ty warriors  to  reconnoitre  the  woods  before  we  landed,  which  they 
mostly  did  during  our  jonrney,  and  always  made  us  encamp  in  the 
center.  The  Sing  of  the  Sacks  always  went  in  the  batteau  with 
me,  and  would  always  lay  in  the  tent — so  great  was  their  care. — 
We  waited  for  the  return  of  the  Ottawas'  canoes,  as  they  had 
premised  to  meet  as  here  us  was  before  mentioned,  but  they  did' 
not  come. 

June  29th. — Set  out  and  came  to  Isle  Castor.  Here  we  were 
alarmed  with  great  smoke  rising  in  the  Lie,  in  different  places, 
and  at  different  times,  while  we  were  crossing  the  Traverse ;  and 
as  the  Ottawas  had  not  met  us  according  to  promise,  our  Indiana 
misfmsted  their  sincerity.  When  we  came  near  to  the  Island,  our 
Indians  halted,  and  made  all  preparation  imaginable  for  an  action. 
They  obliged  the  English  canoe  to  go  in  the  center;  the  Follea 
ibToines  went  foremost,  stripped  ready  for  action.  We  went  about 
half  a  league,  when  turning  a  point,  we  saw  three  or  four  Indiana 
oil  the  shore,  naked,  with  lighted  pipes,  who  calltfd  in  the  Ottawa 
tongue  for  us  to  come  ashore;  which  our  Indians  did,  perceiving 
them  to  be  tlie  Ottawas  who  were  to  have  met  us  yesterday. 
They  brought  nie  a  letter  from  Oapt.  Eethebinoton,  which,  after 
ptaaing  the  pipe,  they  delivered.    It  was  as  follows : 

"  Ottawa  VnxAGB,  June  28th,  17(!3. 
"  DsAB Sib:— Tour's  I  received  this  morning,  and  am  glad  to 
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hear  you're  coming.  Agreeably  to  your  desire,  I  h^ve  sent  the 
canoe  of  Ottawas  to  conduct  you  to  this  place,  and  keep  all  the 
English  you  have  together.  I  hope  to  see  you  soon,  and  am, 
dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  ser^^ant, 

"GEO,  ETHERINGTON." 

N.  B. — On  the  other  side  was  wrote,  viz :  "  The  Soutons*  or 
Ohippewas  continue  their  mischief.  They  have  plundered  all  the 
canoes  they  have  met  with  since  I  wrote  you  last,  and  are  now 
encamped  on  the  great  island  near  the  fort,  to  which  place  ihey 
all  repaired  on  the  appearance  of  a  canoe. 

**  Lr.  J.  GoBBELL,  Eoy.  Americans.^  G.  E." 

We  lodged  on  this  island  this  evening ;  during  which  canoes 
came  from  Mishamakinak  with  Indians.  They  had  been  plun- 
dering there  as  our  Indians  apprehended.  Upon  their  arrival, 
one  of  our  Indian  chiefs,  who  had  a  relation  killed  last  summer 
by  the  Chippewas,  and  thinking  those  Indians  or  some  of  ihem 
were  Chippewas,  went  with  tomahawk  and  knife  to  their  canoe  to 
kill  them  ;  but  found  no  Chippewas  nor  plunder,  as  they  had  hid 
the  latter  on  an  island  not  far  off. 

June  30th. — I  set  out  and  arrived  at  the  Indian  village  where 
Capt.  Ethebington  was,  about  thirty  miles  above  Mishamakinak. 
The  Ottawas  received  me  with  great  joy,  by  the  firing  of  several 
guns,  three  times  each.  They  also  presented  us  with  nine  pipes 
of  peace.  It  was  on  our  arrival  here,  that  we  expected  to  have^our 
allies^  sincerity  tried,  as  we  heard  it  reported  last  night  that,  on 
our  arrival,  our  arms  would  be  taken  from  us,  and  we  would  be- 
come prisoners,  like  Capt.  Etuebinotom  and  his  party.  I  told  my 
Indians  of  it,  at  the  same  time  letting  them  know  that  none  of  my 
party  should  give  up  their  arms,  as  this  was  their  fixed  resolution. 
The  Indians  all  said  they  would  stand  by  us.  However,  on  our 
arrival,  no  attemj)t  of  the  kind  was  made,  nor  did  they  ever  look 
on  me  or  my  party  as  prisoners — but  to  the  contrary. 


^  Stuteuri^  probablj. 


July  Ist— Kothing  of  consequence,  but  feasting,  dancing,  and 
smoking. 

July  3d. — I  gave  the  Indians  that  camo  with  me  a  belt  of  wam- 
pum, and  they  called  a  council  ol  the  Ottawas,  and  gave  them  a 
large  belt  of  wampum,  and  returned  them  thanks  for  taking  care 
of  Capt.  ErasBTNOTON  and  the  rest  oTthe  prisoners.  The  Ottawas 
gave  the  Indians  that  came  with  me  several  barrels  of  powder 
and  many  other  presents,  and  returned  them  thanks  for  bringing 
nie  and  the  garrison  down  safe.  They  sent  to  the  Fort  for  some 
Chippewa  Chiefs  to  come  to  them.  The  same  [day],  the  Indians 
that  came  with  me  and  the  Ottawas  renewed  their  old  alliance. 

July  4th  — The  Chippewas  arrived  and  held  a  council.  The  La 
Bay  Indians  took  great  pains  to  get  the  Ottawas  to  join  them,  to 
get  Capt.  ETHERiNaTON  re-instated,  which  they  refused,  but  said 
they  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  take  us  to  Montreal.  The 
La  Bay  Indians  said  that  if  they  did  not,  they  would  have  no 
more  to  do  with  them,  but  would  break  off  former  friendship. 
They  also  spoke  to  the  Chippewas,  but  could  not  bring  them  to 
consent  to  their  proposals.    Nothing  but  councils  till  the  7th. 

July  7th. — ^Tbc  La  Bay  Indians  came  and  told  me  that  they 
were  going  to  the  Fort  to  speak  fur  the  last  time,  and  make  the 
Chippewas  lay  down  their  arms  to  let  us  pass  for  Montreal.  I 
gave  them  two  large  belts.  They  likewise  said,  that  if  the  Chip- 
pewas would  [not?]  consent  to  their  proposal,  they  would  take 
me  and  my  garrison  back  with  them,  and  take  care  of  us  till  such 
time  as  they  would  [go  with]  their  warriors  and  open  a  road  them- 
selves. This  day  they  went  to  the  Fort,  and  took  with  them  most 
of  the  Iraders  that  came  with  them.  On  thtir  arrival,  the  Indi- 
ans belonging  to  the  Lie  Castor  tonk  one  Mr.  Lottridge  and  Mr. 
&oghan  ;  the  former  was  taken  from  them  by  a  chief  of  the  Sacs, 
to  whom  he  gave  considerable  presents ;  but  the  latter  was  obliged 
to  buy  himself  clear. 

July  8th.— They  continu<ed  in  council  till  the  11th,  in  which  time 
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tbey  got  all  tlie  prisoners  clear,  except  mjself,  Mr.  HsiiBY''^,  a  tra 
der,  and  two  soldiers  ;  and  the  same  daj,  being  the  lltb,  we  all 
arrived,  the  men,  the  traders,  and  most  of  the  Indian  women, 
from  the  Ottawa  village. 

July  12th. — The  La  Baj  Indians  and  the  friendly  Ottawas  in- 
formed ns  that  the  road  was -clear  to  Montreal,  and  that  tliey  had 
appointed  several  Ottawa  chiefs  and  warriors  to  conrej  us  there ; 
upon  which  we  and  the  traders  promised  thej  should  be  well  re- 
warded. 

July  ISth. — About  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  Indians  that  did 
the  mischief,  came  to  Oapt.  Ethbbinqtok,  and  made  the  following 
speech,  viz  :  That  the/  would  know  if  he  would  shake  hands  with 
them.  Upon  being  refused,  thej  said  it  was  not  on  account  of  the 
Tawas  that  they  saved  Capt  Ethbrington  and  the  rest  of  his  garri- 
aon,  but  on  account  of  the  Indians  from  La  Bay  with  mo,  who  came 
with  their  pipes  full  of  tobacco  for  tbem  to  smoke ;  and  if  they 
were  all  under  arms  and  ready  to  fire  upon  us,  tbey  would  be  obli- 
ged to  lay  down  their  arms  on  account  of  an  old  alliance  between 
them.  They  said  that  though  it  was  the  Chippewas  that  struck, 
it  was  the  Ottawas  that  began  the  war  at  Detroit,  and  instigated 
them  to  do  the  same.  They  said  at  the  same  time,  that  if  the 
Oeneralt  would  forgive  and  shake  hands  with  them,  they  would 
never  do  the  same  again.  Upon  this,  Oapt.  Etherinoton  said,  that 
if  they  expected  any  mercy,  or  that  he  should  speak  in  their  fa- 


*  Thii  was  AT.ncA!fDU  Hiket,  who  wm  born  in  New  Jenej,  in  Augnat,  1739.  Ho 
aieomfMBied  Amb«ibt's  Bspodttion  in  1760,  and  was  pretent  at  Ibo  roduction  of  F«rt 
da  Leri,  and  anmndar  of  MoBtreaL  In  deaceading  the  river,  he  loat  three  boata  of 
morchandixe,  and  oolj  aafod  hia  UCb  bj  clinging  to  the  bottom  of  one  of  them.  Poa- 
■eaiing  an  enterpriaing  apiri^  be  aoon  after  visited  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  engaged  in  the 
for  trade.  He  waa  captured  with  Capt  Ethuihgton's  partj  at  Mackinaw,  and  anbsa- 
qnentljr  reaamed  the  ooeupation  of  a  fur  trader.  He  waa  the  author  of  an  iateraatJog 
work  of  Travela  in  Canada  and  the  Indian  country,  between  the  jaara  1760  and  1776i 
He  died  at  Montreal,  April  4,  1834,  aged  eightj-foar  jeara.  He  waa  a  maa  of  warm 
affections,  domeatio  habita,  and  a  generous  mind. 

t  Sir  Jeffrej  Amherat  waa  then  British  Oommaiider-!n-chief  in  If orth  America. 
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TOTi  they  must  give  up  all  the  prisoners,  which  was  their  oiily 
method  of  getting  forgivness. 

July  14th. — ^The  La  Bay  Indians  came  to  me  and  demanded 
commissions.  I  gave  them  eight  certificates,  which  answer  the 
same  end  as  commissions.  The  Chippewas  then  said,  that  if  tney 
had  some  ram  theywonld  go  >Qd  consult  of  it.  Uaving  no 
rum  to  give  them,  they  went  away  and  said  no  more  to  us.  Af- 
terwards they  went  to  th3  La  Bay  Indians,  who  desired  them  to 
deliver  op  all  the  prisoners,  as  the  only  method  to  get  forgivuess. 

July  18th. — Oapt.  Ethebingtoi^  made  them  some  small  presents, 
and  thanked  them  for  their  good  behavior:  and  at  the  request  of 
the  chieis,  Messrs.  Bbucs,  Fishbb,  and  Roseboom,  a  trader  from 
Albany,  returned  with  them  to^La  Bay.  The  same  day,  the  wind 
being  fair,  we  embarked  for  Montreal,  consisting  of  forty  canoes 
of  soldiers,  traders  and  Indiana.  Kothiog  of  conseqaence  occur- 
red till  we  came  near  the  French  river,  where  we  met  a  party  of 
Missasaga  Indians.  The  next  day,  we  entered  the  French  river, 
when  tlie  chiefs  called  a  council,  in  which  it  was  ordered  that 
Capt  ETHBBiNaTON,Lieut.  LE8Lis,and  all  the  master  traders,  should 
go  in  the  Indian  canoes,  and  make  what  haste  they  could  to  Mon- 
treal. I  was  left  with  all  the  soldiers  and  traders'  hands  to  guard 
the  peltry.  Lieut.  Leslie  being  an  elder  ofiicer,  insisted  on  stay- 
ing on  that  command,  but  an  Ottawa  chief  who  had  taken  him 
from  the  Chippewas,  and  adopted  him  as  his  son,  would  not  let 
him,  as  he  said  he  would  take  him  to  the  General  and  give  him  up. 
And  they  proceeded.  After  a  tedious  passage  of  thirty -two  dajs, 
I  reached  Montreal  the  13tli  Aug.  1763,  with  all  my  garrison. 

I  was  so  much  hurried  after  receiving  Capt.  ETiiEBiNcrroiir's  * 


*  Ovpt  KTBiuirGTOV,  it  would  appear  from  Okaydon's  Merooirt.  waaprobablj  a  native 
of  Dataware,  earlj  entered  the  army,  and  aenred  aa  drummer  and  aervi«nt  A  wealthj 
wif'ow  of  Newcaatle  countj  becoming  enamored  of  him,  purcbaaed  nim  a  commiaaion. 
After  ibe  li«a  (if  bie  poat  at  Micbillimackinac,  we  6nd  bim  atatioued  at  HbiJadelpbia ; 
and  io  September  1775.  be  waa  promoted  from  a  Major  to  a  Lieoteoant  Colonel  in  the 
Bixtietbnr  Ro%a1  American  Regiment,  which  rank  beheld  in  nSO—bftween  which 


•cute  intellect,  and  bad  a  happy  talent  at  repartee. 
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letter  the  16tli  June,  1763,  that  I  could  not  put  the  particulars  in 
the  margin,  as  in  the  former,  but  was  obh'ged  to  refer  the  amount 
of  the  sundry  presents  given  to  ihe  Indians  since  the  above  date, 
t(^he  traders'  accounts  below  mentioned,  viz: 

Messrs.  Moran  and  Company's  accounts, 

"      Goddard  &  Co., 
John  Abe  all  &  Co., 

Messrs.  Lery  &  Ezekiel  Solomon,  i  bags  corn, 
Henry  Bostwick,  for  corn, 

Total,  £1166      2  11 

This  exclusiye  of  21,800  wampum,  not  charged  in  trader's  ac- 
counts, being  belts  received  from  ^different  nations,  as  pledges  of 
their  fidelity ;  the  moat  of  which  necessity  obliged  me  to  have 
made  over  a^i^ain,  lest  they  should  be  known.  • 

Montreal,  Aug.  16, 1763. 
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APPBNDXZ  NO.  4. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OP  GREEN  BAY  IN  1816— '17. 

BY    JAMES    W.    BIDDLE,     OF    PmSBnEGH,   PA. 

VLj  first  visit  to  Green  Bay  was  in  the  fall  of  1816.  I  was  con- 
med  with  Col.  Jaheb  Thomas  in  the  supply  of  the  troops  at  De- 
it,  Mackinaw,  Chicago,  Green  Bay — prorided,  said  the  contract, 
it  a  military  post  should  bo  established  at  the  latter  place  with- 
the  year.  The  post  at  Mackinaw  was  then  under  command  of 
"evet  Col.  Talbot  Chambers  ;  but  in  August,  or  thereabouts,  Ool. 
HN  MiLLEB,  afterwards  Governor  of  Missouri,  arrived,  and  tak* 
;  command,  determined  on  establishing  a^  post  at  Green  Bay. 
Vessels  were  accordingly  chartered,  and,  I  think,  three  compan- 
\  of  riflemen  and  infantry  were  put  on  board.  I.  furnished  the 
(juired  amount  of  provisions  and  they  all  arrived  safe,  though 
is  was  the  first  instance  of  merchant  vessels  navigating  the  Bay. 
i%  leading  or  most  reliable  commodore  jof  the  fleet  was  Capt. 
OBsms  of  the  '-Washington,"  belonging  to  Erie,  Pa,  of  hundred 
ns,  the  largest  vessel  at  that  time  on  the  Lakes,  though  they 
oke  of  the  "  Wellington,"  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons,  be- 
Qgiog  somewhere  in  Canada,  which  had  been  on  the  Lakes,  but 
and  too  large  or  drawing  too  much  water  for  lake  navigation, 
d  had  then  disappeared.  Dobbins  sounded  the  whole  way  up. 
e  Bay,  and  on  his  return  gave  the  worst  account  of  the  naviga- 
»n — all  shoals,  said  he,  and  rocks,  with  no  barbor,  river,  or  creek 
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io  put  into,  or  iBland  to  take  shelter  under,  excepting  two  at  its 
mouth. 

This  account  was  all  gammon,  as  I  conjectured  at  the  time,  as, 
though  not  contradicted  by  the  other  masters  of  vessels,  it  was  not 
confirmed  by  tliem.  They  were,  however,  under  some  kind  of 
cow  to  Dobbins,  who  besides  being  in  some  capacity  in  the  U.  S. 
service,  was  of  a  lordly,  imperious  disposition,  and  commanded 
the  finest  vessel  on  the  Lakes,  and  was,  moreover,  acquainted  with 
the  fact,  that  I  had  further  and  large  supplies  to  forward.  He 
first  asked  $10  per  barrel  freight,  then  $7 — $5 — $3  50,  and  finally 
closed  with  my  offer  of  $1  50  per  barrel,  at  which  I  loaded  his 
own  and  four  other  vessels  of  forty  and  fifty  tons  each — schooners 
and  sloops.  This  gives  you  an  idea  of  the  price  of  freights  at  that 
time,  the  general  rule  being  $2  per  lake  for  a  barrel  bulk — that  is, 
from  Buffalo  or  Erie  (Cleveland  not  being  much  known  then)  to 
Detroit  or  Maiden,  $2 ;  to  Mackinaw  $5,  St.  Clair  Lake  being  call- 
ed half  one.  Chicago  then  had  no  trading  reputation,  vessels  on- 
ly visiting  it  to  carry  troops  or  provisions  to  supply  them ;  and 
these  provisions  and  supplies  up  to  that  time,  were  prindpally 
brought  from  Pittsburgh,  including  pork,  flour,  whiskey,  soap, 
candles,  vinegar,  conveyed  by  keel-boats  no  the  Alleghany,  and 
French  Creek,  to  Le  Boeuf,  or  Waterford,  and  thence  wagoned 
over  to  Erie. 

At  this  date,  Ohio  first  began  to  furnish  pork  and  flour  for  these 
posts ;  both,  however,  were  held  as  inferior,  the  hogs  being  light, 
and  the  flour  dark  or  yellowish.  Michigan  farmers  then  raised 
little  or  nothing  to  sell.  They  were  French,  settled  on  so  many 
arpents*  of  land,  fronting  on  Detroit  river,  and  limited  back,  I 
think,  by  no  defined  line ;  it  never  entering  their  grave  heads  that 
.any  man  would  locate  himself  without  a  river  front.  Here  they 
jaised  a  few  vegetables  which  they  preserved  through  the  winter, 
and  some  wheat  and  corn,  which  they  ground  by  wind  mills,  still 
to  bo  seen  on  the  points  of  land  along  the  Detroit.    The  town  of 


Ad  arpcnt  is  about  one-seventh  leas  than  an  English  acre. 
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Detroit  was  of  some  bnsineBS  importance,  but  Mackinaw  was  the 
great  emporium  of  trade  of  the  North  American  Fur  Company, 
at  this  time  embodied  in  JoiOi  Jacob  Astos.  Here  his  agents  re- 
sided,  and  from  hence  were  fitting  out  his  trading  boats  lor  the 
various  Indian  regions,  north,  east  and  west.  I  think  in  1816,  he 
fitted  out  two  hundred  and  forty  boats,  each  one  containing  two 
traders  and  from  four  to  six  hands.  The  two  traders  were  only  for 
this  year.  Congress  having  by  law  forbidden  foreiyner^  being  11- 
censed  to  trade  with  Indians — all  liis  traders  had  hitherto 
been  Canadians.  Astob  was  compelled  that  year  to  send  Uni- 
ted States'  citizens,  and  sent  out  two  hundred  young  clerks  from 
city  counting-houses  of  whom  to  moke  Indian  traders.  As  tbey 
knew  nothing  of  the  traps  connected  with  the  business,  Astob  had 
to  send  his  old  traders  with  them  as  hands.  But  a  single  year 
sufficed  to  make  them  all  first-rate  men — the  Yankees  being  al- 
ways at  home  at  a  trade,  and  they  easily  took  up  with  the  traps, 
leaving  the  Frenchmen  to  seek  other  pursuits. 

I  did  not  visit  Green  Bay  until  October  or  November,  1816. 
I  found  the  troops  in  quarters  prepared  for  tliem  by  Col.  Gratiot, 
the  engineer,  who  accompanied  CoI.Millee*  to  the  post,  which  the 
latter  left  in  command  of  Gol.  Ciiamrbbs,  and  returned  to  Macki- 
naw, and  afterwards  to  Detroit,  that  year,  leaving  the  post  at 
Mackinaw  in  command  of  Brevet  Col.  Joim  McNeil,  brother-in- 
law  of  the  present  President  Piebcb;  at  which  post  Mere  also  sta- 
tioned at  the  same  time,  Capt.  B£N.r'x.  K.  Piebce,  and  Lieut.  John 
Pierce,  of  the  Artillery,  boih  brothers  of  President  Pieboe.  The 
former,  now  Gen.  B.  K.  Piebce,  I  believe  is  still  living,  and  still  in 
service — at  least  he  was  in  1848,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see 
him  in  this  place  by  receiving  a  call  from  him  when  passing 
through. 


*  GoL  JoBX  MiLLKB,  the  first  Americaa  officer  incommmd  at  Green  Bay,  vasa  nattre 
of  Virg:iai£.  He  had  served  with  great  rcpatation  during  the  warof  ldl^-15.  After 
his  command  at  Green  Bay,  he  waa  appointed  register  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Howard 
district,  Missouri,  and  was  subsequently  elected  goremor  of  that  State,  and  for  scyeral 
yeaxa  a  member  of  congrsw.    Hs  died  near  Florisnnt,  Mo.,  March  18lh,  1846.     l.  c.  d. 
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The  fort  at  Green  Bay,  I  think  called  Fobt  Howabd,  was  built 
lower  down  Fox  river,  and  nearer  the  lake  than  anj  ot  the  settle- 
ments, and  on  the  right  as  yon  ascended  the  river.  The  settle- 
ment was  a  promising  and  a  pleasant  one,  having  comfortable 
honses,  framed  buildings  of  two  stories,  with  numerous  small  farms 
under  good  cultivation,  and  the  land  very  productive  in  com, 
wheat,  grass,  &c  So  rapid  was  the  vegetation,  that  it  was  gravely 
asserted  ihat  they  could  hear  and  see  the  com  growing. 

Col.  MiLLEB  experienced  no  difficulty  from  the  Indians  in 
establishing  his  post,  though  something  of  tliis  had  been  antici- 
pated from  the  Winnebagoes,  a  bold  and  warlike  tribe  who  lived 
at  Lake  au  Puant,  or  Stinking  Lake — ^now  Lake  Winnebago— 
some  sixty  miles  up  Fox  river.  None  was  apprehended  from  the 
Henomonees  or  Wild  Sice  Indians,  who  resided  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  A  deputation  of  the  Winnebagoes  camo  down  and  re- 
monstrated with  OoL  MnxEB  against  what  they  termed  an  intru- 
sion ;  and  inquired  why,  and  for  what  purpose,  he  was  about  to 
establish  a  fort  there  ?  Milles  gave  them  what  he  had  in  expla- 
nation, and  that  his  purpose,  though  armed  for  war,  was  peace. 
The  Winnebago  Chief  then  made  to  him  the  celebrated  remark  of 
the  Armenian  Prince,  I  think  it  was,  tq  Lucurxus,  "  that  if  his  ob- 
ject was  peace,  he  had  brought  more  with  him  than  was  neces- 
sary to  treat ;  but  if  his  object  was  war,  he  had  brought  too  few 
to  fight."  MiLLEB  told  him  that  he  had  not  seen  all  the  force  he 
had  with  him,  and  invited  him  down  to  the  river  bank,  among 
the  grass  of  which  he  showed*  him  some  ten  or  twelve  large  can- 
non lying,  which  the  Indian  had  not  before  seen;  but  upon  viewing 
them,  he  said  that  Col.  Milleb  probably  had  enough  to  make 
good  his  right — broke  up  the  conference,  and  gave  no  fartlier  trou- 
ble. The  Winnebagoes  seemed  to  be  a  different  race  of  people, 
and  were  so  regarded,  from  the  Chippeway,  or  rather  Ojibway, 
of  which  great  family,  nearly,  if  not  all,  the  other  tribes  in  that 
region  were  branches — their  language  be'ng  totally  different, 
having  a  guttural  sound  like  the  German, 

The  Menomonees  at  Green  Bay  were  a  small  and  generally 
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peaceable  tribe,  bat  bad,  at  this  time,  a  very  remarkable  man  as 
their  chief— one  held  in  mnch  awe  by  the  surrounding  Indian 
nations,  and  in  high  respect  bj  the  whites.  His  name  was  ToiiAH, 
whom  I  personally  knew,  and  I  may  say,  yenerated.  I  learned 
from  those  who  were  acquainted  with  his  history,  many  marked 
occurrences  of  his  previous  life.  He  had  no  hereditary  claim  to 
the  chieftainship.  This  was  held,  at  the  time,  by  a  man  nearly  as 
old  as  himself,  who  was  an  idiot,  but  who  they  always  took  with 
them  in  their  excursions.  ToaiAii  merely  ruled  as  the  acknowledg- 
ed strongest  man  of  the  nation,  and  this  he  had  continued  to  do 
lor  a  groat  many  years.  The  Indian  tribes  around  were  repre- 
sented to  me  as  all  afraid  of  him,  though  they  mentioned  it  as  a 
singular  fact,  that  he  had  never  engaged  in  war  with  any  of  them 
while  in  control  of  the  nation. 

An  interesting  illustration  of  this  I  received  from  several  per- 
sons, as  occurring  upon  an  interview  ho  had  with  Tboitmseh  in 
ISIO  or  1811,  when  tliat  remarkable  man  was  forming  his  great  com- 
bination for  driving  the  Americans  back,  who  like  the  waves  of  the  , 
sea,  were  encroaching  upon  their  hunting  grounds.'  With  this  view 
ho  visited  Green  Bay,  obtained  a  council  and  hearing  from  Tomah 
and  his  people,  whom  he  addressed  in  a  manner  he  best  knew  how 
to  do ;  and  in  the  course  of  which,  in  true  Indian  spirit,  he  pic- 
tured the  glory,  as  well  as  certainty  of  success,  and  as  omens  of 
this,  recapitulated  to  them  hie  own  hitherto  prosperous  career — 
the  number  of  battles  he  had  fought,  the  victories  he  had  won, 
the  enemies  he  had  slain,  and  the  scalps  he  had  taken  from  the 
heads  of  warrior-foes.  Tohah  appeared  sensible  of  the  influence 
4)f  such  an  address  upon  his  people,  and  feared  its  consequence, 
for  he  was  opposed  to  leading  them  into  war.  His  reply  was  in  a 
tone  to  allay  this  feeling,  and  he  closed  with  the  remark  to  them, 
that  they  had  heard  the  words  of  T£CUMSEn — heard  of  the  battles 
he  had  fought,  the  enemies  he  had  slain,  and  the  scalps  he  had 
taken.  Ue  then  paused  ;  and  while  tlie  deepest  silence  reigned 
throughout  the  audience,  he  slowly  raised  his  hands,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  them,  and  in  a  lower,  but  not  less  prouder  tone,  continued 
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'*  biU  it  is  my  ioast  that  these  hands  are  unstained  with  human 
Hood  /*'  The  effect  is  described  as  tremendons — ^natare  obeyed 
her  own  iinpnUe,  and  admiration  was  forced  OTen  from  those  who 
could  not,  or  did  not,  approve  of  the  moral  to  be  implied,  and  the 
gravity  of  the  council  was  disturbed,  for  an  instant,  by  a  murmur 
of  approbation — a  tribute  to  genius,  overpowering,  at  the  moment, 
the  force  of  education  and  of  habit.  He  concluded  with  remark- 
ing, that  he  had  ever  supported  the  policy  of  peace,  as  his  nation 
was  small  and  consequently  weak ;  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
injustice  of  the  Americans  in  their  encroachments  upon  the  lands 
of  the  Indians,  and  /or  them  feared  its  consequences,  but  that  he 
saw  no  relief  for  it  in  going  to  war,  and  therefore,  as  a  national 
thing,  he  would  not  do  so,  but  that  if  any  of  his  young  men  were 
desirous  of  leaving  their  hunting  grounds,  and  following  TwuacsEH^ 
they  had  his  permissicn  to  do  so.    His  prudent  counsels  prevailed. 

I  always  thought  this  an  odd  speech — a  veiy  remarkable  one 
to  come  from  a  savage,  for  such  Tohah  was  by  birth  and  education^ 
but  by  nature  I  always  thought  him  one  of  the  grandest  speci- 
mens of  humanity  I  had  ever  seen.  I  had  not  met  with  him  at 
Green  Bay ;  I  was  only  a  few  days  there  in  1816,  and  hurried 
with  business,  nor  did  I  hear  much,  if  anything,  of  him,  until  after 
meeting  with  him  the  next  year  at  Mackinaw.  Hie  first  I  heard 
of  him,  was  a  prescription  of  his  to  Col.  John  Bowteb,  the  Indian 
agent  at  Green  Bay,  for  the  gout,  of  which  my  brother,  EifwAsn 
BmDLE,  told  me,  and  a  very  rational  one  I  thought  it — ^^to  drink  no 
whiskey,  live  on  lean  meat  and  wild  rice,  and  scarify  his  feet.^^ 
This  lead  me  to  make  inquiries  abont  him,  when  I  found,  that  my 
brother  had  become  a  warm  friend  of  his — an  admirer  of  him. 

When  at  Mackinaw,  early  one  morning  in  the  latter  part  of 
May  or  early  in  June,  1817,  I  had  come  out  of  my  lodgings, 
and  observed  approaching  mc,  one  of  the  many  Indians  then 
on  the  Island,  and  taking  a  look  at  him  as  he  emerged  from 
the  fog,  then  very  heavy,  I  was  struck,  as  ho  passed,  in  a 
most  unusual  manner  by  his  singularly  imposing  presence.  I 
had  never  seen,  I  thought,  so  magnificent  a  man.    He  was  of 
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the  larger  size,  perhaps  fall  six  feet,  with  fine  proportions,  a  little 
stoop-shouldered,  and  dressed  in  a  somewhat  dirty  Indian  blan- 
ket, and  had  scarcely  noticed  me  as  he  passed.  I  remember  it 
as  distinctly  as  if  it  was  yesterday.  I  watched  him  until  he  dis- 
appeared again  in  the  fog,  and  remember  almost  giving  expression 
to  a  feeling  which  seemed  irresistably  to  creep  over  me,  that  the 
earth  was  too  mean  for  such  a  man,  to  walk  on  !  The  idea,  to  be 
sure,  was  discarded  the  moment  it  came  up,  but  existence  it  had 
at  this  my  first  view  of  Tomah.  I  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time 
who  he  was,  or  that  Tomah  was  on  the  Island,  but  while  standing 
there  before  my  door,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  feeling  I  have 
described,  Hbnby  Gravebat,  the  Indian  interpreter,  came  up, 
and  I  enquired  of  him  whether  he  knew  of  an  Indian  who  had 
just  passed  up?  He  replied  yes,  that  it  was  Tomah,  chief  of  the 
Menomonee  Indians,  who  witli  his  people  had  arrived  late  the 
evening  before,  and  were  encamped  at  the  '^  Point ;"  that  Tomah 
had  just  been  with  him  to  ask  a  council  with  the  Indian  agent, 
Maj.  Wm.  H.  PunnrFF.  The  council  was  held  at  10  o'clock,  and 
I  made  it  my  business  to  attend. 

To  understand  what  follows,  1  must  make  a  short  digression. — 
The  British  for  many  years  had  paid  annual  contributions,  termed 
by  them  Indian  annuities,  giving  each  member  of  the  tribe  a  suit 
of  clothes,  consisting  of  a  shirt,  leggins,  breech-clout,  and  blan- 
ket— and  each  family,  a  copper  kettle,  knives,  axes,  guns,  amuni- 
tion,  &c.  For  these,  each  tribe  came  regularly  in  the  spring  or 
fall,  either  to  Mackinaw  or  Drummond's  Island,  or  the  Sault  Ste. 
Marie.  Tomah  was  a  British  Indian.  lie  had  not  himself  engaged  in 
the  war,  but  his  feelings  were  with  the  British,  as  were  personally 
some  of  his  young  men.  He  had  arrived  on  Mackinaw  Island  with 
his  whole  people  on  their  way  to  Drummond's  Island  to  receive  their 
usual  annuity,  and  had  stopped  at  Mackinaw  to  rest  over  nights 
There  was  nothing  novel  to  us  inthis,as  a  number  of  tribes  had  pre- 
viously arrived,  stopped  and  had  a  council,  at  which  they  told 
their  story,  always  winding  up  with  professions  of  love  for  their 
"  Ohemuckim^an  Noeah^'*  or  America/n  leather j  who,  they  hoped. 
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would  open  his  heart,  and  give  their  people  some  meat  to  stay 
them  on  their  journey,  and  his  breasts  to  give  them  some  milk — 
i.  e.  whiskey — to  make  them  joyful.  This  was  the  usual  winding 
up  of  all  such  councils.  "When  the  council  in  this  instance  had 
met,  and  the  proper  time  oflfered,  Tomah  arose  and  stated  to  Maj. 
Pttthuff,  that  he  had  arrived  with  the  Menomonee  Nation,  the 
night  before,on  their  way  to  visit  their  British  father,and  that  having 
stopped  on  the  Island  to  rest  over  the  night,he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  report  the  fact  to  his  American  father.  With  this  simple 
announcementjhe  sat  down.  Puthuff,  a  little  nettled,  made  a  short 
reply,  and  the  council  broke  up. 

Coming  out  of  the  council  house,  I  waited  for  Maj.  Puthuff, 
and  remaked  to  him  that  Tomah  would  want  some  provisions  for 
his  people,  and  that  I  wished  he  would  give  mo  an  order  for  that 
purpose.  "D — n  the  rascal,  why  did  'nt  he  ask  for  it,  then  ?"  *'I 
suppose,"  said  I,  "being  a  British  Indian,  he  is  too  proud."  "Well, 
let  him  starve,  then."  "If  all  are  to  starj^e  who  are  proud,  God 
help  many  that  I  know  of.  Major."  I  had  no  diflSculty  in  pro- 
vailing  in  the  matter,  as  government  had  made  provision  for  such 
issues  to  Indians,  and  Geaveeat  and  I  made  out  an  estimate 
proper  under  the  circumstances  to  give,  and  Tomah  and  his  people 
continued  their  voyage. 

In  a  few  days  he  and  they  returned,  dejected  and  disconsolate. 
A  change  had  come  over  the  spirit  of  British  policy.  They  had 
just  come  out  of  a  long  and  exhausting  dance  led  them  by  Napo- 
leon, and  were  counting  the  cost.  They  had  been  casting  around 
to  find  where  surest  and  readiest  to  cut  off  drains  upon  tlieir  trea- 
sury, and  judging  that  they  had  no  further  need  of  Indian  servi- 
ces, lopped  off  the  whole  list  of  Indian  annuities.  This  was  al- 
ready known  at  Mackinaw,  and  had  been  told  to  Tomah  upon  his 
first  arrival,  but  he  would  not,  or  did  not,  believe  it.  He  found  it, 
however,  too  true.  Tliere  were  no  annuities  there  for  him,  or  for 
any  other  tribes,  many  of  whom  were  there ;  and  it  was  anticipa- 
ted at  one  time,  that  they  would  rise  upon  the  British  force  there, 
..and  take  what  they  could  get.    But  this  was  not  attenjpted. 
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My  brother  Edward,  then  and  now  at  Mackinaw,  had  been 
well  acquainted  with  Touah  at  Green  Bay,  and  inamediately  after 
bis  return  to  the  Island,  he  came  into  the  store,  spoke  a  few  words 
to  my  brother,  and  left.  I  had  seen  the  interview,  and  watched 
the  result,  without  makiug  any  enquiry,  for  I  saw  that  my  brother, 
who  greatly  loved  Tohah,  was  imbued  with  all  bis  melancholy. 
In  a  few  moments  a  young  Indian  came  in  with  a  three  gallon  keg, 
which  my  brother  bade  the  young  man  in  the  store  to  fill  with 
whiskey,  which  was  charged  on  the  books  to  Tomah.  I  was  look- 
ing over  the  books  but  a  few  years  ago,  and  saw  the  entry  on  the 
ledger,  which  brought  with  it  a  train  of  wild  and  melancholy 
thoughts.  This  insult  from  the  British  authorities,  as  he  took  it, 
was  more  than  his  proud  heart  could  bear.  For  himself  he  might 
have  borne  up  against  it,  but  for  his  people,  and  in  the  sight  of 
those  whose  good  ofhces  he  had  refused  to  ask,  he  could  or  would 
not.  Tlio  keg  was  brought  to  him  in  bis  tent,  from  which  he 
drank  alone,  and  to  an  cxce&?,  that  relieved  him  the  third  day  of 
pride,  grief,  joy  and  care.  He  was  buried  on  tlie  Island.  I  was 
present  at  his  funeral,  and  witnessed  his  daughter,  a  young  girl  of 
nineteen  or  twenty,  as  she  mournfully  sang  his  death  song  at  the 
head  of  the  coffin,  just  before  lowering  into  the  grave  all  that  was 
murtal  of  Tomau.  I  never  saw  so  distressed  and  broken-hearted  a 
people.  They  ftiid  they  were  no  longer  a  nation — no  longer  any 
thing.  ToMAH  could  alone  command  and  keep  tfaem  together,  but 
now  they  would  be  scattered  and  lost.  "We  made  a  collection, 
and  bought  them  provisions  which  carried  them  home,  where  they 
organized  under  some  other  chief,  until  driven  from  their  old 
hunting-grounds  by  you  land-grasping  WiscouFiners  !* 


*  Of  Tomau,  or  Tbomaw,  or  Toomab  Caerox,  we  hare  found  but  little  in  print. 
Ht  aeems  to  have  ^bcen  the  great  Indian  clieiftain  of  the  Wiaeontin  tribes ;  our  Philip 
of  PoKANOEKT — ouF  PosTTiAO — our  Tecgmsih;  Dotso  Well  known,  to^besure,  and  fig^rin^; 
on  a  amoller  theatre,  but  exhibiting  traits  of  character  none  the  leit  noble — ^none  the  leas 
extorting  our  admiration.  CoL  Djc  Pit3T£E,  in  hia  'rare  work  pre?ioualj  alluded 
to,  thussj>oke  of  him  in  1779; 

"  While  none  on  earth  liro  more  at  ease. 
Than  Caronff*$  brave  Menominces ;" 
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The  settlement  at  Green  Bay  in  1816,  as  I  have  remarked,  was  a 
very  clever  one.  They  had  comfortable  honses  and  good  farms. 
It  was  composed  mainly  of  old  engagers — Canadian  boatmeD, 
who  had  withdrawn  from  the  employment  of  the  fur  companies, 
and  fixed  themselves  down  on  a  piece  of  land  fronting  on  th 
rivevy  and  married  to  whole  or  half-breed  Indian  women.*  The 
custom  I  found  prevailing  here  was  somewhat  unique  of  its  kind, 
as  a  leading  feature  of  the  community,  though  something  of  the 
kind  still  exists  at  New  Orleans  among  a  distinct  class.  Y  on  Wis- 
consiners  may  smile,  or  grin,  or  scowl  at  it,  but  you  cannot  alter 
the  facts  as  I  found  them  at  that  time.  The  young  people  there 
were  generally  a  cross  between  the  French  Canadian  and  In- 
dian, and  marriage  between  girls  of  this  class  and  the  white  men 
arriving,  was  of  a  conventional  or  business  kind,to  suit  the  conve- 
nience  of  the  case,  the  residence  of  the  men  not  being  prmanent, 
or  intending  to  be  so.  Marriage,  therefore,  was  limited  as  to 
time,  and  was  contracted  either  for  lile,  or  for  six,  or  twelve 
months,  as  the  case  might  be — with  the  white  men  arriving,  it  as 
generally  of  the  latter  kind.  The  lover  having  made  choice  of  a  girl, 
applied  to  her  parents,  with  whom  he  entered  into  a  limited  mar- 
riage contract^ — specifying  the  amount  to  be  paid  them  for  depriva* 
tion  of  her  services — the  amount  to  be  paid  her  in  hand  for  her 
own  benefit,  and  the  amount  per  week  for  her  boarding  and  rent 


and  added,  that  he  was  "a  rerj  clever  feUow,  ehief  of  the  Dation  of  Menommeea — tht 
handsomest  roan  among  the  Indians." 

Dr.  MoRBE,  in  his  Tour  among  the  Indians,  in  1820,  speaks  of  him  as  "the  celebrated 
Tbomaw,  who  died,  and  was  buried,  at  Mackinaw,  and  over  his  grave  Ifr.  John  Law  of 
Green  Baj,  erected  a  monument  with  the  following  inscription  : 

''Here  rests  the  bod j  of  Thomas  OAsaoir,  Grand  Chief  of  the  Folle  Aroine  (  Menoni* 
nee)  nation,  who  departed  this  life  July  8th,  1818,  aged  56  years,  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him.'*  This  date  makes  his  death  occur  a  year  later  than  Mr.  Biddle,  who  thinks 
he  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  and  Tomah  mast  hsTe  been  fully  ten  years  older  than  the  age 
upon  this  monument  represents,  judging  from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  prominent  chief  as 
early  as  1779.  His  son  Mau-oau-tau-bbb,  or  Cabbox,  of  whom  Dr.  Mobsb  spoke  aa  a 
modest,  sensible  man,  is  one^of  the  present  chiefs  of  the  Menomonees,  and  has  so  bean 
eyer  since  his  father's  death,  and  has  attained  tJbo  age  of  fifty-five  years.^ 

L.  0.  D. 
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of  a  room  in  the  hoase,  if  to  remain  in  the  dwelling  of  lier  pa- 
rents. These  payments  were  generally  maae  in  provisions,  clo- 
thing, &c. 

In  case  the  lover  or  husband  removed  from  the  place  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  agreed  on,  he  had  the  right — as  in  the  case 
of  the  engager — to  transfer  his  marital  claim  thus  acquired,  to  an- 
other; so  that  during  the  term  of  the  stipulated  coverture,  the 
girl  might  find  herself  the  wife  of  two  or  more  husbands.  I  knew 
of  several  marriages  of  this  kind  during  the  few  weeks  I  was  at 

the  Bay  in  1816  and  '17.    I  could  state  that  of  Capt. ,  of 

the  U.  S.  Army,  but  I  decline  any  reminiscence  of  names.  I  was 
so  far  intelligent  of  this,  as  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Captain,  an 
old  acquaintance,  to  heal  some  breach  between  him  and  his  thus  ac- 
quired wife— for  the  reason  that  I  could  speak  some  French,  which 
he  oould  not.  She  was  in  high  tantremSj  he  said,  about  something 
which  he  could  not  understand.  He  wanted  that  I  should  go  with 
him  to  ascertain  what  oould  be  the  matter.  Of  course  I  went, 
and  found  the  fair  dame  sulky  and  sullen,  but  with  an  eye  flashing 
high  anger.  I  easily  got  the  truth  from  her.  Her  jealousy  had 
been  excited  or  roused  by  some  tale-bearer.  I  gave  her  the  ex- 
planations and  details  he  tendered,  with  promises  of  caution  and 
good  conduct  ior  the  future ;  and  having  restored  peace  between 
man  and  wife,  I  went  merrily  home.  The  contracts  entered  into 
in  this  manner  were  regarded  by  them  as  sa!cred,  and  no  evidences 
were  adduced  or  known  of  infidelity  on  the  part  of  the  women, 
and  were  consequently  highly  resented  if  occurring  on  the  part  of 
the  spouse. 

The  Bay  was  unblessed  at  this  time  with  any  thing  in  the  nature 
or  calling  of  a  priest,  but  it  did  rejoice  in  the  possession  of  a 
magistrate,  who  had  enjoyed  the  office  of  judge  time  without 
memory  of  when  it  began ;  and  long  had  all  the  business  of  the 
colony  been  regulated  and  kept  in  order  by  the  awe-inspiring 
authority  and  portly  person  of  Judge  Beaumb.  No  person  there 
could  tell  when  hia  official  duties  first  devolved  upon  him,  nor 
from  whence  his  authority  was  derived.    It  was  sufficient  to  ob- 
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tain  obedience,  that  it  existed,  and  no  one  disputed  his  authority^ 
or  appealed  from  his  decision,  for,  in  trnth,  there  was  no  po\w 
above  him.  Before  him  all  complaints  were  brought,  and  all 
wrongs  redressed,  and  marriages  celebrated — for  doing  which  he 
had  fixed  fees.  In  the  case  of  marriage,  of  which  it  was  disco?- 
ered  he  kept  some  kindof  record,  if  you  remained  in  cohabitatica 
beyond  the  stipulated  time,  he  would  send  for  you  ;  hare  you  to 
renew  the  engagement,  or  punish  you  by  fine  for  contumacy  or 
neglect — thus  securing  a  new  fee  for  his  own  pocket,  and  enforcing 
a  proper  respect  for  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country.  While 
I  was  there,  a  vagabond  French  desperado  was  arrested  for  an  act 
of  violence  to  a  half  Indian  girl.  The  case  was  rather  broadly 
made  out  against  him,  which  excited  the  ire  of  the  good  Judge  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  sentenced  the  fellow  to  buy  the  girl  a  new 
frock— it  having  been  proven  that  her  own  had  been  torn  in  the 
scuflie,  and  to  work  one  week  in  his,  the  Judge's,  garden  ! 

It  was  reported,  but  I  know  not  with  what  truth,  that  his  libra- 
ry was  enriched  with  two  odd  volumes  of  Blackstone,  but  whether  | 
in  French  or  English  I  did  not  learn.  A  gentleman,  a  friend  of 
mine,  had  a  dispute  with  a  troublesome  fellow  about  some  trifle, 
and  upon  whose  application,  Rbaume  sent  my  friend  a  summons- 
instead  of  paper  with  name  and  seal,  the  constable  exhibited  the 
well-known  large  jach'h%ife  of  the  Judge,  which  had  long  been 
made  to  serve  that  purpose.  On  the  day  of  appearance,  defendant 
broke  ground  for  The  Judge's,  and  stopping  at  a  store  on  the  way, 
bouglit  some  cheap  article.  On  approaching  the  office,  he  found 
the  Judge  at  the  door,  who  exclaimed  to  him  in  broken  English, 
"You  may  go  away — go  away;  I  has  given  judgment  against 
ye."  '•  Good  morning,  Judge."  "  Good  morning ;  I  has  given 
judgment  against  ye."  "  Coming  along  by  Burgan's  store,  I  saw 
this  small  cofi'ee-pot  hanging  out,  and  I  bought  it  to  present  to 
you.  Judge  ;  will  you  do  me  the  pleasure  to  accept  it?"  '^  O — yes, 
tank  ye — tank  yo  kindly — very  much  'bliged  to  ye."  "  Judge,  I 
don't  owe  that  fellow  any  thing."  "  You  don't  ?"  "  No,  I  have 
really  overpaid  liim."  "The  rascal ;  I  reverses  my  judgment,  and 
he  aliall  pay  de  costs." 
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Now  it  must  not  be  imagined  from  this,  that  Judge  Bkaumb 
18  a  bad  man.  He  was  the  reverse  of  this,  but  followed  the 
nper  of  the  times,  and  bowed  to  the  current  of  the  country's 
stoma,  rather  than  undertake  the  labor  of  changing  or  rising 
ove  them.  Hie  quiet  acquiescence  of  the  people  to  his  autho- 
J  for  so  long  a  time,  and  the  sufferance  of  his  rule  and  sway 
ider  British  and  American  supremacy — aod  possibly  under 
'ench,  too— for  he  may  not  have  surrendered  until  long  after 
ontcalm  and  Oomwallis  did,  is  an  argument  at  least  in  favor  of 
e  mildness  of  his  administration.  Nor  was  he  deficient  in  Intel- 
;ence,  and  pbssessed  mudi  of  the  natural  j)oiitene8s  of  the  bet- 
r  class  of  rural  French.*  The  most  considerable  man  bow- 
er, in  the  settlement,  the  one  of  most  intelligence  and  enter- 
ise — the  substantial  one  of  the  colony,  was  John  Law,  who  oc- 
pied  a  fine  farm  on  tlie  left  bank  of  Fox  river  as  you  ascend, 
lich  he  afterwards  sold  to  JonK  Jacob  Astos,  and  which  now,  I 
ink,  forms  a  part  of  the  town  of  Green  Bay. 

Tliere  is,  or  was,  a  natural  phenomenon  at  Green  Bay,  which  I 
,ve  before  made  public  notice  of,  and  repeat  here ;  I  mean  a  re- 


'  Judge  CiTAmtn  Riactxi  was  probably  m  natire  of  Detroit—at  least,  in  ITH,  there 
s  a  promineDt  resideiit  of  Detroit,  named  Pinai  Reavum  ;  and  in  1778,  CHAaLia 
\Afauz,  WIS  a  captain  in  the  British  Indian  Department,  at  Detroit,  and  accompanied 
•T.  HiMikTOX  in  his  expedition  against  Vincennss  in  December  of  that  jear,  and 
len  the  American  Col.  OaoaGX  RoGcas  Clabk  recaptured  that  place  in  Febmary, 
79,  Capt  Reauvx  was  among  the  prisoners,  who  taking  the  oam  of  neutralitj,  was 
rmilted  te  retam  to  Detroit  Gen.  Clabk's  ^fS,  Paperu,  in  the  writer's  possession, 
ore  this  fiut  From  Moasx's  Indian  Report,  it  appean  that  Capt.  Rcaume  settled  at 
reen  Baj  in  1790,  and  probably  derived  his  early  comroimioQ  of  Judge  from  the 
ritiah  anthorities  at  Detroit ;  and  anticipating  perhaps,  the  early  transfer  of  Detroit  to 
e  Amsrican  goTomment,  may  hare  had  something  to  do  in  hastening  his  departure, 
'hen  Brown  county,  in  which  the  Green  Bay  settlement  was  and  is  still  situated,  was 
{aniaed  under  the  authority  of  Michigan  Territory,  in  1818,  Judge  Rxaume  was  ap- 
inted  by  Oov.  C.\ss  an  Associate  Justice,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  in  July,  1834, 
other  filled  hia  place  on  the  bench— hence  it  would  appear,  that  he  died  sometime  be- 
eea  1618  and  1834. 

L.  C.  D. 
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pUMT  ebb  Mnd  fioT  js  of  a  tide,  in  the  wMtezs  of  Fox  rlrer.*  I 
i^^AlrA  it  eTerr  dar  f-^r  aV-at  te-  daT§  ±at  I  5*a:-1  -cLerc  in  IS  17. 
T-fe  rlie  aad  f%u  was.  I  uii::k,  rarel^e  to  eigiteei:  iacles,  and  oc- 
cult? e-i  regnlATj  at  L--e  same  hours  eTerr  daj — ^being  greater  or 
Ie«  ir.  :t»  rise  and  &!!  as  tLe  innd  was  up  or  down  the  Bar.  I 
p  *:/.-rLed  a  Lodce  of  tLi*  iz  the  P-ttsbTargi  Gazete  in  151S-'19, 
v:.;^:.  was  copied  into  Tar:':*!:s  paper?,  and  cazne  under  the  notice 
cf  J-*i2e  W/:*>LWAK>.  of  Detrc'it,  a  ^ntleman  of  mncb  learning 
aid  t^rienee.  wLo  risited  Green  Bav  and  e3casi:ned  into  it,  and«  in 
a  pub!L»Led  report,  c*.fn£rmed  tbe  existence  of  ie  ebb  and  flow 
ae  I  Lad  f^nnd  and  described  ft. 

Xow.  don't  set  me  down  as  deMng  behind  CHAiK^rBRiAXD. — 
Po-or  Chatiacbbiasd  had  been  landed  on  the  wild  shore  in  Cana- 
da from  a  boat  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  ran  into  the  woods  to  enjoy 
t:-e  luznrv  of  :he  wild,  unstinted  freedom  of  Xatcre  in  all  her 
elorv  of  forest  and  nowers:  and  in  the  ecstaev  of  exc::ement,  he 
W2£  huggirjg  t};e  trees,  ho  tells  ns,  when  he  heard  a  load  and 
rziriW.iL'^  r^jSLTj  *.vh:ca  alarmed  and  brought  his  mind  back  to  earth 
fro;r.  elj-i^m,  and  caased  him  to  run  to  his  comrades  in  the  boat  to 
see  wl.al  was  the  matter.  The  alarm,  he  laid,  had  been  caoselese : 
It  wa*  or*hj  ttu;  tid'i  cominff  in  '  This  is  not  worse  than  Crtiver 
Goldsmith,  good  honest  fellow  as  he  was,  who,  in  an  old  and  hon- 
ored school  !x^^k,  gave  a  verv  £iir,  trae  and  faithful  description  of 
Nijfirara  Fal.s — the  {perpendicular  height  and  vastness  of  the  col- 
umn precipitated ;  and  then,  after  writing  all  this,  and  seeing  what 
he  ha^l  written,  qnietlf  and  calmlv  remarked,  that  notwithstanding 
the  height  of  the  fall,  and  the  power  of  the  current,  Indians  had 
been  kriowu  to  pass  down  it  in  their  canoes  in  safety !     I  well  re- 


*  A:i  ahift  Article  upon  tie  ti'ien  of  tLe  Xorth  American  Likes,  wriitcn  hj  ike  Imte 
CoL  ilEVLT  Whitisg,  of  the  L'.  8.  Xrvnr,  mar  be  found  in  SiHimanU  Journal^  and  also 
ifi  HiMoruxd  end  iitUrUijU:  JyktUhgt  of  Michigan .  CoL  Whitisg  argues  that  there  is  no 
mttt»ih\t  Inijar  tkin  on  tbe  Lakes,  and  Miustainedin  this  opinion  br  Gen.  Cass  and  Hix- 
Ef  li.  .S'.fi'/oLcaArr,  Kat^.:  tbmt  there  are  probablr  planctanr  iufluences  operating  on  the 
lak<;  vat'.'ni,  tut  that  the  cht^n^-.  in  tbelerel  of  the  Traters  are  mainW  produced  by  at, 
nj'AHpheric  phfr-ornens. 

L.  c.  r. 
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lember  reading  it  in  my  own  old  school  book,  fifty  years  ago,  and 
f  beiDg  bothered  about  it ;  but  that  passage  about  the  canoes  has 
een  dropped  in  all  the  later  editions. 

The  fowl-game  at  Green  Bay  were  the  duck  and  prairie  hen — 
•oth  abundant.  The  ducks  used  to  rise  like  large  dark  clouds, 
ubsisting  probably  on  the  wild  rice  growing  near  the  head  of  the 
Jay,  I  wonder,  by-the-by,  if  it  grows  there  still  I  The  Indian 
romen  used  to  make  a  favorite  dish  of  wild  rice,  corn  and  fish, 
tolled  together,  and  called  Taasimanonny.  I  remember  it  to  this 
lay  as  an  object  of  early  love. 

i'ittsburgh,  Pa«,  Jan.,  1854. 
Co  Lyman  C.  Draper,  Esq. 


jlppbnddc  no.  5. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  TOUR  THROUGH  WISCONSIN 

IN  1832. 

BY  COL.  0HABLE8  WmTTLESET,  OF  EAGLE  HABBOB,  LAKE  BUPERIOB. 

In  the  Spring  of  1882,  vessels  were  unable  to  reach  the  Upper 
Lakes  until  the  first  week  in  May.  We  were  detained  at  Macki- 
naw a  few  hours,  and  were  landed  at  Green  Baj  about  the  15th 
of  that  month.  The  weather  was  cold  and  boisterous,  which 
rendered  the  delay  at  Mackinaw  agreeable,  enabling  the  captain 
to  lay  in  a  supply  of  trout,  and  tho^e  who  by  reason  of  sea  sick- 
ness had  found  the  stomach  a  very  uncomfortable  place,  to  settle 
that  organ,  and  treat  it  to  a  little  food.  Hero  we  found  the  garri- 
son and  the  inhabitants  in  a  state  of  the  most  pleasurable  excite- 
ment. Our  vessel  and  another  in  company  were  the  first  of  the 
season.  The  ice  had  left  that  part  of  the  Lake  long  since,  yet  no 
sail  had  made  its  appearance  in  these  waters  till  to-day.  Daring 
the  winter,  residents  upon  the  Island  are  in  a  state  of  complete  sep- 
aration from  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  postmaster  at  Detroit  wa& 
authorized  to  procure'a  foot-mail  once  a  month,  after  tlie  swamps 
and  rivers  were  sufficiently  frozen,  and  a  Frenchman  sometimes 
succeeded  in  taking  a  letter-bag  through  the  wilderness,  but  pa- 
pers and  pamphlets  directed  to  this  quarter  spent  the  winter  in 
Detroit. 
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Ihe  first  vessel  therefoi^  brought  op  the  arrears  of  news,  and 
jHTodacod  those  who  had  escaped  im  the  fisU  to  enjoy  life  and  ci« 
vilusatum  in  the  cities.  It  opened  a  passage  for  1|he  trader  wha 
Icnr  half  a  year  had  looked  out  upon  snow  and  ice,  to  flee  to  the 
scenial  soath,prom{sed  a  renewed  emomnnication  with  friends  and' 
kindred,  when  he  who  had  enjoyed  only  the  range  of  a  barren' 
Island,  could  strike  across  the  Lakes  and  the  States  to  the  Sea,  min* 
gling  with  old  comrades  and  new  friends.  When  transplanted 
from  the  contact  of  the  gleeful  Oanadian  and  the  boisterous  Indi* 
an,  he  could  taste  the  sweeto  of  refinement,  and  partake  of  the  deli* 
cions  and  chastening  society  of  accomplished  women. 

Bneh  had  been  the  delay  of  onr  arrival  that  the  anxiety  of  these 
exiles  had  become  intense.  All  had  partaken  of  the  expecta* 
tioc,  from  the  officer  to  the  voyageur,  and  from  morning  till 
night  they  lingered  in  little  knots  upon  the  heights  about  old 
Fort  Holmes,  straining  their  eyes  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of 
the 'first  topsail  on  the  dear  line  of  the  horizon.  A  dim  spedr, 
the  canoe  of  the  Indian,  a  floating  log,  a  fragment  of  ice,  or 
even  a  fleeting  ware,  by  force  of  imagination  and  hope,  right- 
ed up  into  a  mast-head  and  colors  peeping  across  the  convexity 
of  the  watery  Burfaoe. 

At  Irag^  a  ship  makes  its  appearance,  and  under  full  press  of 
sail  rounds  the  Islatd  of  Bois  Blaac,  and  stands  in  for  the  anchor^ 
agis.  The  passengers  from  its  deck  may  see  a  commotion  among 
the  people  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  the  swinging  of  hats,  and  the  war- 
ing :of  handkerchiefs.  But  he  cannot  hear  the  acclamations,  the 
itopBt  frantic  shouts  of  the  IslaHdefs. 

.The  striped  hamper  ascends  the  flag-staff  of  the  fortress,  while 
the  American  flag  greets  its  fellow  in  the  wavings  of  the  breeze 
at.t^e  main  peak,  and  the  heaviest  gun  upon  the  works  awaking 
from  a  winter's  slumber,  sends  its  heavy  tones  along  the  shore.— 
As  the  first  boat  grazes  the  pebbled  beach,  a  congregation  has 
clustered  arpund  the  spot  Then  follows  the  hearty  gripe,  the 
soul-felt  recognition,  and  the  silent,  yet  deep  congratulations  to 
which  every  organ  except  the  eye  refuses  utterance, 
9 


The  individoAl  who  had  seen  Macldsftw  lor  aceord*ng  to  Noah 
Webster,  Michillimaekiiuicki  ms  esrlr  as  ld32.  bad  been  to  tli6 
verge  of  civilizatioii,  and  was  expected  to  prodoce  a  descriptMm  in 
detail.  Bj  the  rapid  enlargement  of  American  oecnpation,  it  has 
now  ceased  to  be  a  point  of  great  interest,  and  will  soon  attraet  at- 
tenti<m  m\j  for  the  .historical  reminiscences  that  attach  to  the 
name.  Alwajs  the  resting  place  of  the  Indian  wandering  from  em 
ITorthem  Sea  to  another,  his  camp-fire  was  seldom  extinguished 
npon  its  shore. 

Abont  1650,  the  conntrrmen  of  Father  Hennepin  and  La  Salle 
came  along  to  dicker  for  furs,  mingling  the  gibberish  of  the  French- 
man with  thegutterals  of  the  native.  Then  the  Englishman  located 
himself  there,  with  a  half  civil,  and  half  military  possession  nn* 
der  the  treaty  of  1763.  By  die  Revolution,  the  Americans  ac- 
quired title,  and  in  179^1  obtained  poasesaioii  of  the  iBlaad.** 
The  military  occupied  the  old  Kitish  fort,  named  SCohnes  by  the 
Americans,  in  the  rear  of  the  present  stockade,  until  181S,  when 
it  fell  by  surprise  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  The  issae  of  the 
war  made  it  again  American  ground,  and  since  1S19  a  small  gar- 
rison has  been  in  occnpation,  being  the  center  ot  far  tradingope- 
rations  in  the  North- West  till  within  twovears-t  It  waa  theneu- 
tral  ground  of  the  Indian  who  came  from  beyond  the  Mississippi  to 
get  goods,  presents  and  whiskey,  and  the  harvest  ground  of  the 
white  man  who  took  his  furs,  for  a  penny,  and  sold  them  to  Ua 
brother  or  sister  for  a  pound. 

But  the  red  man  is  no  longer  congregated  here,  and  the  white 
man  has  gone  after  him  to  ^'  Fond  du  Lac,''  at  the  extreme  of  Lake 
Superior.  The  garrison  is  therefore  unnecessary,  the  missionary  de- 
serted by  his  flock  removed  to  '*  He  Point,"  everything  points  to 
the  speedy  decline,  if  not  the  abandonment  of  this  wild  spot.  Tho 


*  Th«  Biitiih  acqaired  poneHioQ  of  Maekiaav  in  1761,  bj  the  anmendtr  of  Ouiftds 
and  itBdependeodes;  and  Detroit  and  Mackinaw  were  detained  as  Briiiah  posta  nntU 
1796,  when  tbej  were  delivered  to  the  American  goTemment  under  the  proviaionaof 
Jay'f  TfBBty.— L.  0.  D. 

^Thatiatonj,tilllS86,fiBrtlili  jMparwtswiittmbjOol.  1fBiiTLBasT,in  1838. 
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Island  is  limited  in  extent,  rocky  and  steep,  tlie  main  liand  adjacent 
rough  and  monntainous,  but  in  summer  a  most  delightful  residence. 

My  passage  through  Wisconsin  resulted  from  employ  meat  which 
detained  me  at  Green  Bay  till  September.  J^ot  haying  contem- 
plated a  description  of  any  thing  which  transpired,  or  which  I  saw 
in  that  regioDi  the  present  obseryations  are  mere  gleanings  of  me< 
xnory,  unassisted  by  a  single  note,  date  or  memorandum.  They 
will  be  impressions  rather  than  facts,  the  remains  of  marked  inci* 
dents  and  events  not  yet  obliterated  by  subsequent  affairs. 

Our  schooner  entered  the  Bay  during  the  night,  nearing  the 
mouth  of  Fox  river,  where  the  settlement  is,  before  morning  ^ 
Emerging  from  the  companion-way  about  sun-rise,  we  found  oorh 
solves  midway  from  each  shore,  distant  five  or  six  miles,  the  land 
sloping  on  either  hand  towards  the  water.  During  the  progress  of 
the  voyage  no  signs  of  vegetation  were  apparent,  and  the  unbud- 
ded  trees  along  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  still  retained  the  bleak- 
ness of  winter.  The  direct  rays  of  the  sun  illuminated  the  west- 
ern shore,  leaving  the  dark  shadows  of  morning  still  resting  upon' 
the  east.  Judge  of  our  surprise  and  pleasure,  when  at  the  first 
glance,  we  saw  the  forests  of  both  shores  clothed  with  young  leaves, 
rich  in  tlie  velvet  green  of  spring.  We  had  left;  the  realms  of 
rough  winds  and  floating  ice,  and  were  transferred  in  one  night  to 
calm  and  clear  waters,  and  the  gentle  fanniugs  of  a  southern  breeze. 
Our  latitude  was  higher  than  the  lowest  part  of  Lake  Huron,  yet 
the  season  was  more  than  two  weeks  in  advance  of  that  spot. 
Whether  the  original  discoverers  came  into  this  place  under  like 
circumstances  and  gave  it  a  name  accordingly,  I  am  not  informed, 
bat  the  propriety  of  its  title  will  strike  every  one  who  does* 

The  garrison  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  river,  about  one 
mile  from  its  mouth.  The  old  settlement  occupies  both  sides  of 
the  river  for  about  eight  miles.  Opposite  to  Fort  Howard  the 
town  of  Navarino  had  been  built  on  paper,  and  some  good  hooseB 
were  actually  completed.  The  old  village  of  "  Shanty  Town," 
otherwise  ^'  Menominee,"  already  showed  symptoms  of  a  decline, 
being  two  miles  further  up  the  river.    Around  the  head  of  the 
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£aj,  tLe  Imz^  is  a  ^e:  pr&irle  a=.d  sarsZu  with  Iisg  gnss,  fiumiah- 
ing  Tngfktf^f4<  izi  fse^Tv^ef^Ie  niucben.  B^  die  land  on  the 
east  of  iLe  Bar  nses  gTacaaZr  frr>si  the  varer £  lerel,  coTered 
YhL  scattcnzig  c«b  acd  occasional  th^drKs  of  low  tim- 
ber. It  is  a  TlnesiTue  region,  «spp>rting  a  good  toil,  which  bean 
in  man  J  places  the  marks  of  ancient  cnkfrati^n.  In  the  direction 
of  Dock  Creek  there  is  some  pcor  land.  Bst  receding  from  the 
rirer  and  the  Bar  on  all  sides,  there  will  be  ibnnd  a  fine  agiicul- 
toial  eoantrj.  The  bottozi  lands  are  occnpied  br  descendants  of 
the  French,  who  were  here  abc*i:t  a  centnrr  and  a  half  ago.  Their 
feeatioos  ar^;  n  the  French  strle,  narrow  npon  the  riTer,  and  ran- 
nbg  back  great  distances.  Bejond  these  daims,  most  of  the 
eonnliy  lies  in  a  state  of  natore. 

He  Kenominee  Indians  Lad  but  lately  held  the  title  to  most  of 
it,  ir>r  a  drcnit  of  sixtj  miles,  raising  a  few  patches  of  miserable 
com,  on  the  low  grounds.  About  eight  miles  soath-wes^  a  partj 
of  Stockbridge  *  Indians  had  been  located  bj  goTernment,  and 
were  in  the  coltiTation  of  lands  as  a  civilized  commnnitj.  At 
tiie  Great  Eakalin,  aboot  twenty  miles  np  the  Fox  rirer,  a  mis- 
sionary establishment  soccceded  in  bringing  many  of  the  Me- 
nominees  to  clear  land,  boild  comfortable  cabins,  and  practice  the 
art  of  hosbandry.  Some  halt-breeds  occauonally  preferred  a  hut 
to  a  wigwam,  and  raised  a  little  com,  and  a  few  potatoes.  With 
these  ezcepti<»is,  this  interesting  tribe  existed  in  a  state  of  worse 


*  Of  mhm  thmftj  Oneidai.  Bat.  Zlmxm  WiUinii%  with  a  d^mtatiom  of  tbe 
OiMidaiia  fint  TuHrd  tbe  Gre^n  Baj  region  witli  a  riew  to  finding  a  new  honi«,  in  tlie 
•oniMr  of  1890.  Rcportisg  fiTorablj,  in  Angost  IB21,  Williams  again  repaired  to 
Qntn  Jkj,  UnMilf  aa  the  deput  j  of  the  St.  Begia  Indlaiia,  aooompaniad  hj  a  delaga 
tiaa  of  OnaidaiJBtDckbridgea,  Onondagof%  Seoaca^  aad  Monaeae,  who  aaada  a  treaty  with 
tha  Maiioinooaae  and  Winnebagaas^  and  porchaaed  a  oonndflnbla  territoi7  from  tham. — 
la  Septeabar,  1822,  this  tarritonr  was  largalj  increaaad  bj  an  additional  purdiaae 
Tha7*^  Torit  Indlaos  emigrated  fiom  time  to  time  im  banda,  and  aettlad  on  their  por* 
Aaae.  Tha  writer  of  thia  note,  well  ramambeia  aaeing  a  party  of  Onaidia  paMlog 
ihaoog^  hoekpori,  K.  T.,  on  canal  boata»  on  their  way  to  Oiasn  Bay  in  1836  or  1897* 
and  among  tham  were  lome  rery  pretty,  wdU  beharad  femalai^  dremad  in  the  ooetome 
pf  tha  uliitaa  l.  c.  d. 
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than  savage  wretchedneBS.  Thej  are  Datnrallj  a  good  natoredf 
people^  and  less  ferocious  than  their  Northern  brethren.  The  In- 
dian thirst  for  fire-water,  however,  reigned  with  them,  even  be- 
jond  the  nsiial  limit  of  aboriginal  desire.  As  a  consequencei 
murders  were  of  common  occurrence,  and  when  committed  beyond 
the  reach  or  knowledge  ot  American  authorities,  were  not  scrnpu- 
lonaly  noticed. 

In  person,  they  are  of  a  thick-set  frame,  less  tall,  and  in  better 
condition  than  most  Indians,  and  at  least  equally  indolent.  The 
thief  is  not  so  common  a  character  with  them,  as  widi  many  other 
tribes.  Tlieir  attachment  to  the  United  States,  has  not  been  ex- 
ceeded by  any  Indian  people.  But  the  gratification  of  a  never 
satisfied  craving  for  whiskey,  has  debased  them  to  the  lowest  point 
of  human  degradation.  Osokosh  was  at  this  time  hereditary  chief, 
and  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.*  He  was  a  young  chief,  of 
strong  sense,  a  murderer  of  one  of  his  tribe,  and  a  lover  of  strong 
drink.  In  council,  he  withheld  his  speech  till  late  in  the  debate, 
but  spoke  with  firmness  and  effect  The  Gbizzlt  BsABf  is  well 
known  as  the  orator  of  the  the  nation.  He  had  a  commanding 
manner  in  speech,  but  his  talk  exhibited  more  of  the  energetie 
declaimer  than  tlie  speaker.  There  was  in  his  character  little  to 
admire,  being  a  great  drunkard.  His  wife  lay  at  night  in  the  wig- 
wam asleep,  when  he  came  in,  ferocious,  and  overcome  by  liquor, 
and  made  a  pass  at  her  head  with  his  tomahawk.  The  hatchet 
grazed  the  side  of  her  head,  through  the  unsteadiness  of  his  aim, 
and  sank  into  the  earth.    This  was  not  occasioned  by  any  quarrel 


*  OtBxosB  was  much  older.  In  ICarch  18S5,  he  reprMentod  himself  to  be  lixtj  ^ein 
of  ege,  end  tboee  who  know  him  sej,  that  he  appeari  to  be  abont  that  age.  Hia  name 
•ad  that  of  Joesm  CAaaoir  are  attached  to  the  treaty  of  Butte  dee  Mort8»  in  Auguet, 
18Sn,  Oehkoah  aigaifies  braTe.  The  ages  ;of  other  Menomonee  chiefa  at  this  time, 
March,  165 S,  are — SovLioxr,  Head  War  Chief,  70  ;  Carbok,  55 ;  Na-Moltx,  42 ;  Osh- 
XXB-HB*2f AW-HiiWy  or  the  T<mng  Man,  49  ;  As-kx-ho-to-wat,  37 ;  Sbov-ni-on,  or 
BUver,  38 ;  OAS-A-aAS-o-i-OAT,  45.    See  Milwaukee  SetUinel,  March  8, 1855.      l  c.  d. 

t  KAvaK-K4u-H0-XArrs,  or  Oriuiy  Bmr,  signed  the  treaties  of  1831  and  183S,  bat  not 
that  at  Oedar  Point  in  1836— and  hence  was  not  probablj  then  liviog.  l.  c.  d. 
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w  noLMt  tgfciiiE  Ler.  ii-i  '^^  iL:^  -to  zizn  rcjiCAicd-  Hie  taking 
of  13t  iL  ti-Lt  ▼sjj  i  *  f'i-Trrr  :#:«zrrfcr.5r.  refiL'TTTig  from  aa  in- 
^fro.-:  L>x^-iLI:s:i&e».  rta&ed  zslw*  &ra:c.  r*T  cxoesKre  drink. 


Ax  ^  fiiiueT  TovL*  nicrc  iraf  ss  EpdsecfpiLi  ITmbwi  Tciy  ably 

owidnffftd  bj  Ser.  Mr.  C .    Ibe  penned  of  cBfoffciBg  eivi* 

lincm  vaa  eenaizLSj  dia»7:2mf3tg;  ud  izi  cxuB&atkn  of  fte 
«5*c#ol-  •2i'y::gL  i:  exlfi  i:ei  -^.t  li^es:  j  rx-&  of  lie  pcnsTenuwe, 
uiC  ':Hs«frT'jue:*ee,  cf  :a  oaLdkdCTs.  Left  z^o  rcac*m  to  doubt  the  en* 
t^  fiLS'SJt  1=5  k  ft'jLesaf:  &:•  dear  to  Ar-.ericaa  p>  Hamhrppiata,    It 
jii  A'^t  i^eoefttrr  t:^  detenr.inK  vbciher  tie  Indian  is.  br  a  role  of 
L(aT«£,  dfaarli^ed  v^  rejt^e:  forerer  tie  b:esr>gs  of  education  and 
agncTsInu^,  but  :i  seeiriE  plain  iLa:  lief:*re  he  viH  secure  them,  his 
pittbelit  feeling  znzifii  ::L£d€rgC'  a  radical  change.    If  it  arose  from  a 
SEMfre  vaDt  of  ^l/Lirr.  or  simple  isdi^erence,  a  hope  of  ultimate 
enec^MS  m:gLt  be  iLdcJged.    The  conditioz:  of  his  intellect  is  sound, 
bnt  the  :i«cl:r.at:oD  of  Lis  miLd  is  adverse.    There  is  an  affected 
etnp;djtTy  an  obstinate  resistance,  in  relation  to  the  reception  of 
all  leamin]^;  an  iLnate  distaste  to  all  mental  ^plicatkn,  which 
henneticallj  teals  up  the  ta]ent  of  the  race.    If  by  any  fortune, 
ihej  bad  fallen  prifoners  into  the  hands  of  the  ancient  nationSi  as 
the  spoils  of  con^^uest,  and  their  native  indolence  had  been  oyer- 
come  bj  servitcde  and  the  lash,  as  with  the  Helots  of  Greece,  i 
few  generations  would  have  resulted  in  an  amalgamation  of  blood, 
an  exaltation  of  character,  and  the  heroes,  the  orators,  and  the 
admirals,  of  the  subduing  nation,  would  have  borne  the'mizturein 
their  veins.    Perhaps  tlje  same  result  would  not  follow  a  course 
eqaallj  rigorous  and  unjust,  if  adopted  between  the  American 
and  the  Indian.    But  an  entire  revolution  is  to  take  place  in  the 
tendency  of  their  present  career,  if,  a  century  hence,  the  only 
liTing  monuments  of  the  red  race,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
shall  not  >>e  the  half-breed  and  his  descendants. 

As  has  been  observed,  the  original  white  settlers  of  the  valley 
of  the  Fox  river  were  French.  In  point  of  refinement  and  enter- 
prise, they  were  advanced  a  degree  above  the   aborigines  with 
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whom  they  intermarriecL  Thoy  are  a  yery  brisk,  lirelj  people, 
who  dance,  sing,  drink,  and  nm  horaee,  in  winter  drawing  a  mea- 
gre saBtenanoe  from  the  aoil  and  the  far  trade.  There  are  now, 
however,  some  very  respectable  and  edneated  persone  in  that  vi- 
oinity,  of  Indian  and  French  parentage. 

]>uring  thi0  spring,  the  '^British  Band"  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
retomed  to  tbeir  grounds  on  Bock  Biver,  in  Illinois,  which  gave 
rise  to  a  border  war.    The  eircamstances  of  this  affair  have  been 
so  variously  stated,  that  it  is  difficult  to  come  at  the  truth.    An 
important  matter,  to  be  settled  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  expedition,  was  at  that  time  considered  to  be,  the  punisk- 
ment  for  murders  committed  at  Fort  SnelUng  the  fUl  previous,  by 
a  party  of  Sanka  and  Foxes  upon  a  body  of  Menominees.    The 
assailants,  ancient  enemies  of  the  Menominees,  came  up  the  river 
silently  during  the  night,  and  sprang  upon  the  lodges  so  secretly 
that  the  sentinels  of  the  fort,  though  within  cannon  range,  had  no 
notice  of  their  approach  till  the  butchery  began.    It  was  near  day 
light  in  the  morning,  and  the  offending  party  escaped  before  a 
force  could  reach  the  spot    The  Menominees  were  faithful  friends 
of  the  United  States,  and  considered  themselves  under  their  pro- 
tection.   Justice  required  the  interposition  of  our  government  to 
punish  the  murderers,   and  good  policy  demanded  that  these  two 
Indian  tribes,  full  of  the  bitterest  enmity,  should  not  be  suffered 
to  wage  war  among  our  frontier  settlements.  The  Menominees  were 
restrained  in  executing  their  vengeance,  and  promised  that  the 
murderers  should  be  obtained,  and  tried.    The  Sauks  refused  to 
deliver  them  up,  a  measure  which  of  itself  would  probably  have 
led. to  a  conflict  if  persisted  in. 

'  In  the  meantime,  the  return  of  Black  Hawk  took  place,  and 
the  Illinois  militia  made  an  attack  upon  him  at  the  Sycamore 
Creek.  The  defeat  of  the  whites  at  this  place  encouraged  the  In- 
dians and  exasparoted  the  frontiersmen,  putting  an  end  to  all  hopes 
of  an  amicable  arrangment.  If  this  rash  affair  had  not  happenedj 
there  is  very  little  doubt  but  a  reconciliation  might  have  been  ef- 
fected.   Black  Hawx  was  opposed  to  war.    He  bad  seen  the  pow* 
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er  of  tbe  whites,  Imt  his  joangmenliad  not.  He  was  over^raled  bj 
&ea],  saBtained  as  they  were  by  Nabfopb  the  Head  Chief,  and  the 
Fjbophst,*  who  was  a  half-breed^Pottawatamie  priest  oi  great  in- 
flnence.  Bat  when  pnt  at  the  head  of  their  f  oroes'as  the  first  War 
Chief  of  the  nation,he  determined  to  make  the  most  of  oircnmstan* 
eeSi  and  when  General  Atkotsok  sent  him  a  talk,  urging  him  to  • 
yield  without  bloodshed,  and  stating  '^that  his^troops  wonld  aweep 
over  ihem  like  the  fire  ofer  the  prairies,"  the  old  chief  reffdied 
<*that  he  would  find  the  grass  green,  and  not  easily  burned." 

When  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  had  retreated  as  far  up  Bock  rlyer 
aa  Lake  Koshkonong,  the  settlement  al  Gh*een^  Bay  began  to 
feel  apprehensions.  The  picketing  of  Fort  Howard  had  become 
rotten,  and  much  of  it  was  removed.  There  werej^but  two  compa- 
nies in  the  garrison,  one  of  which  left  for  Fort  Winnebago  abost 
mid*summer. 

Preparations  were  made  for  receiving^the  citizens  and  their 
property  within  the  stockade,^having  been  patched  out,  by  hori- 
zontal timbers,  aci'oss  the  curtains.  There  was  very  little  cause^ 
however,  for  alarni,  surrounded  as  we  were  by  Menbminees,  who 
could  muster  a  respectable  band  of  warriors,  and  only^waited  for 
permission  to  do  so.  But  the^settlement  was  keptjn  a  state  of 
anxiety,  during  most  of  the  summer,  by  &lse  news,  business^'and 
travel  being  in  a  measure  suspended. 

During  this  year,  no  8team][boat  ^came  to  the  Bay,  and  resseb 


*At  this  ptge  is  going  through  Uia  pre«,  the  Doble  portnutsof  Black  Havs». hit  8oir, 
and  the  Pkopbiti  painted  bj  Robert  M.  Svllt,  haye  aafelj  arrired,  and  been  plaoad  in 
tbe  roomt  of  tbe  Stats  Historical  SoaxTT.  ^Tboae  of  KA-raa-A-KUSK,  or  Loud  Tbuv- 
nsR,  BOD  of  Black  Hawk,  and  WA-7X-8Hs-KA,or  Tbx  Liobt  Clovd,  better  known  aa 
tbe  Profbet,  are  originalfl^  taken  from  life,  in  Majr  1833,  at  Fortreae  Monroe,  Old  Poiat 
Comfort^  Va.;  and  tbat  of  Hak-ka-tai-mxh-sbi-ka-ka,  or  Black  Hawk,  is  a  copj  from 
tbe  oHginal  taken  at  tbe  aame  time — tbe  eop^  being  deemed,  in  tone  and  execution,  supe- 
rior to  tbe  original.  Tbe  oonntenanoe  of  tbe  Pbopbxt  indieatee  a  malignant  laar, 
wbieb,  witb  bis  dark  maasire  kcka,  is  in  perfect  keeping  wiUi  bia  cbaraoter ;  wbilo  old 
Black  Hawk  ezbibiie  a  noble,  benevolent,  intellectnal  pbjsiognomj,  so  well  befitting^ 
one  of  N ATuaxs  Noblkm a.t.  Tbera  ia  notbbg  particularly /emarkable  in  tbe  appearanc* 
of  Blaos  Hawk  bis  Son. 
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reached  there  but  Beldon.  The  troops  tinder  General  Soott,  who 
were  expected  to  enter  the  conntry  through  this  point,  engaged 
moit  of  the  Upper  Lake  craft,  and  instead  of  proceeding  by  way 
of  thlB  Fox  river,  landed  at  Chicago.  Under  these  circnmstancei 
time  passed-  slowly. 

About  the  first  of  September,  after  procuring  horses  and  equip 
xnentSi  a  stock  of.  provisions,  blankets^  co£Eee,  and  liquor,  a  com* 
pany  of  four  took  their  departure  for  the  Portage.  The  road  since 
constructed  between  Forts  Howard  and  Winnebago,  not  being 
then  laid  out,  our  route  lay  along  the  Fox  river.  The  station  we 
had  just  left,  though  sufficiently  endowed  by  nature,  had  nothing 
in  its  then  condition  to  cause  regret  on  leaving  it  Had  the  contra- 
ry been  the  case,  the  pleasant  scenery  of  the  river  and  the  singular 
mixture  of  civilization  and  barbarism  exhibited  by  the  few  peo^ 
pie  we  saw ;  the  unusual  combination  of  valley  and  hill,  of  prairie 
and  woodland,  that  distinguished  the  country,  would  have  banish* 
ed  all  regret  During  the  second  day,  we  passed  some  most 
lovely  situations  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  most  romantic 
boarding-school  miss  never  imagined  a  more  enchanting  display 
of  nature.  The  country  was  elevated  into  rolling  meadows  fifty 
or  sixty  feet  from  tlie  bed  of  the  stream,  and  covered  with  scat- 
tered oaks,  beneath  which  the  coarse  grass  flourished  in  high  lux- 
uriance. 

This  river  is  obstructed  by  four  considerable  falls,  beside  rapids, 
but  the  only  communication  for  goods,  provisions,  &c.,  to  the  milita- 
ry and  trading  posts  in  that  quarter,  is  by  navigation  on  this  stream. 
At  high  water,  a  small  river  boat,  of  fifteen  to  twenty  tons,  is  pushed 
against  the  current,-  till  it  comes  to  a  fUI,  or  *'  chute  ;"  the  cargo 
la  here  taken  ont  until  the^  foyageurs^'  can  force  the  craft  up  the 
rapid  by  main  strength.  In  low  water,  it  is  with  difficulty  a  bark 
canoe  will  swim.  An  Indian  farm  showed  itself  occasionally  on 
its  banks,  but  our  path  generally  lay  through  a  wild  pasture,  well 
stocked  with  the  prairie  hen.  Near  night  we  passed  the  ^*  Little 
Butte  des  Morte,"  or  EtU  of  the  Dead^  where  the  treaty  of  183T 
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was  held.  It  is  a  large  mound  apparentlj  artificial,  on  tke  aiisa- 
mit  of  which  still  stood  the  fi^g-staff  of  the  American  commi#- 
sioners.  The  mound  is  reputed  to  contain  the  relief  of  depart 
warriors.  Early  in  the  day,  we  had  crossed  an  open  space  of  a 
few  acres,  where  the  Sauks  once  met  the  French  in  battle  i  widc^ 
contained  several  small  mounds,  but  apparently  the  result  of 
wind*  acting  upon  a  light  soil.  We  slept  at  a  hut  on  the  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Winnebago,  near  where  the  Fox  rirer  etiiptiea  iMo 
it  From  the  rapids  belbw  the  Lake  to  the  Portage,  this  streiuaer  Is 
isluggish,  and  though'  crooked,  is  of  sufficient  depA  for  trahtpoi^ 
tstion  of  boats.  It  is  rather  a  succession  of  shallow  lakdS  thmi  a 
continuous  river^  bearing  the  wild  rice  in  endless  prbfasfon.  This 
l^lant  strongly  resembles  the  southern  rice  in  the  kernel,  and 
somewhat  in  taste, -furnishing  excellent  food  for  ducks  and  In- 
dians. Where  the  wateir  is  still,  it  comes  up  fh)m  a  diipfh  often 
to  fifteen  feet,  extending  abore  the  surfltce,  in  a  dense  greem 
mass,  about  as  high  as  grown  flax.  In  the  iall  and  winter,  the  In>^ 
dian  poshes  his  cano<d  through  it,  and  shakes  out  the  seed  over  th^ 
gunwale  into  his  boat  It  also  serves  to  shelter  him  in  his  iilsid- 
ioua  designs  against  th^  wild  ducks,  who  congregate  amotigit, 
and  lay  claim  to  what  they  wish  to  eat.  After  pushing  our  way 
in  a  flat  through  a  thick  growth  of  this  vegel!able,  about  two 
milee,  we  were  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  river,  near  t^e  %p6t 
where  the  father  of  "  Grizzly  Beab"  is  said  to  have  lived,  raised 
pumpkins  and  entertained  the  whites. 

Here  commences  a  low,  rolling  prairie  that  continued  about  fif- 
ty miles.  The  trail  passed  two  Winnebaigo  villages,  one  of  which 
was  called  Yellow  Thu)? lum,  from  itn  ehiet  Tbd  Winnebago  is 
the  reverse  of  a  Menominee.  Tallin  flgone,.  haughty  in  his  mein, 
proud  of  his  nationality,  and  ever  ready  fok*  war,  he  indulges  in 
less  drink  and  idleness  than  his  neighbor,  practices  theft  and  mur- 
der, and  repulses  the  advance  of  the  white  man.  We  had  too  of- 
ten seen  their  treachery  and  duplicity,  to  be  anxious  to  spend  much 
time  with  them,  and  would  have  been  quite  willing  that  they  had 
dispensed  with  following  us  out  of  the  village  on  horseback. — 
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Though  professedly  friendlj,  thej  had  acted  as  purveyors  and 
spies  to  the  Sanks  and  Foxes  during  the  entire  campaign.  For 
this  reason,  they  had  been  refused  admittance  into  the  forts  at 
Green  Bay  and  Winnebago,  which  apparently  grieved  them  very 
much.  But  they  only  waited  for  a  safe  opportunity  to  appear  as 
belligerents  among  Black  Hawk's  band,  and  if  they  had  scceeded 
in  entering  Fort  Winnebago,  were  to  remain  till  an  assault  could 
be  made  from  without,  and  join  in  the  fight.  The  rations  dealt 
out  occasionally  to  friendly  Indians,  at  the  frontier  posts  by  order 
of  the  government,  were  by  them  carried  into  the  Sauk  camp. 
Many  of  the  murders  charged  to  the  latter,  were  actually  commit- 
ted by  them,  and  particularly  the  cattle  and  goods  so  frequently 
stolen  from  the  settlers  by  supposed  enemies,  were  in  truth  appro* 
priatod  by  these  professed  friends. 

We  arrived  at  Fort  Winnebago  late^at  night,  having  made  one 
hundrea  and  forty  miles  in  two  and  a  half  days.  Fifty  miles  of 
this  day's  travel  lay  in  a  rolling  prairie,  over  which  a  two-borse 
carriage  travelled  in  company,  although  no  road  had  been  con- 
structed. Nothing  occurred  to  hinder  the  progress  of  a  vehicle 
except  an  occasional  marsh.  On  the  right  of  our  track  lay  at  ir- 
regular distances  the  Fox  river,  and  "  Opukwa"  or  Hice  Zakes^ 
which  were  distantly  seen  as  we  rose  the  swells  of  the  country. 
The  garrison  Is  at  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  on  a  handsome  rise,  overlooking  the  immediate  valley  of 
both  streams.  This  valley  is  a  meadow  or  swamp  about  half  a  mile 
across,  over  which  the  waters  of  both  channels  mingle  in  time  of 
flood,  floating  boats  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  val- 
ley of  the  Lakes.  Goods  destined  for  posts  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi from  the  east,  are  here  carted  across  and  conmiitted  to  the 
current  of  the  Wisconsin.  This  nver  has  capacity  for  steamboat 
navigation,  but  is  filled  with  moveable  sand  bars  from  the  portage 
to  its  mouth. 

From  the  fort  there  were  travelled  roads  leading  to  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Prairie  du  Chien,  or  Fort  Crawford,  at  the  mouth  of  Fever 
River  near  Oalena,  and  at  other  points.    After  two  days  rest,  we 
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took  the  route  for  Galena  by  way  of  the  "  Blue  Mounds.''  At  the 
distance  of  about  fifteen  miles  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  the 
traveller  discovers  that  he  has  impercetibly  attained  an  elevation 
commanding  the  timbered  valley  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  from 
whicli  the  stockade  and  white  houses  of  the  garrison  are  distiiictr 
ly  visible.  On  the  east  and  north-east  the  Baribouhills  rise  oat  of 
the  flat  woodland  and  stretch  away  northwardly  towards  Lake  Su- 
perior. He  stands  upon  an  eminence  of  five  hundred  feet,  sloping 
gently  down  on  all  sides,  covered  with  waving  grass.  On  the 
east  and  south  as  far  as  the  eye  can  aistinguish,  he  perceives  a 
succession  of  similar  hills,  their  rounded  summits  ranging  irregu- 
larly  around,  not  a  tree,  nor  a  stone,  nor  any  fixed  object,,  to  be 
seen  in  the  whole  prospect.  In  the  spacious  valleys  that  inter- 
vene, millions  of  small  flowers  mingle  their  bright  colors  with  the 
green  of  the  meadows,  chastening  and  ruralizing  the  scene.  An 
excitable  person  would  exclaim  at  the  sublimity  of  such  a  pros- 
pect, having  the  grandeur  of  a  mountain  without  its  loftiness,  and 
the  command  of  the  sea  without  its  monotony.  A  painter  would 
pass  from  the  grand  outlines  and  dwell  with  delight  upon  the 
beauty  of  its  details. 

It  was  through  such  a  country,  varied  by  a  few  small  lakes,  that 
we  spent  this  day.  We  started  a  plenty  of  grouse,  and  frequent- 
ly saw  the  deer  quietly  feeding  on  the  hill  sides,  secure  frcm  our 
rifles  in  the  distance.  The  sight  of  a  prairie  wolf  was  not  an  un- 
common thing.  This  animal  differs  materially  from  the  common 
wolf,  being  less  in  size,  of  a  gray  color,  and  wanting  in  speed.  It 
feeds  upon  the  mice  and  small  animals  of  the  low  prairie,  seldom 
assaulting  the  farm  yard.  He  is  less  ferocious  than  the  fox-tailed 
wolf,  and  may  be  soon  overtaken  with  a  fleet  horse.  Their  nnf- 
form  practice  in  regard  to  us,  after  running  away  at  a  moderate 
step  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  was,  tofaceabeut  and  examine  the 
company.  There  were  no  Indians  along  the  route.  The  Winne- 
bagoes,  following  their  established  customs,  had  abandoned  their 
allies  after  their  defeat  at  the  "  Bad  Axe ''  about  four  weeks  previ- 
ous, and  were  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives  who  had  made  off  north- 
wardly during  the  engagement,  towards  the  Sioux  country. 
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At  night  we  slept  upon  the  ground  occupied  hj  a  war-partj  of 
the  KenomineeB  a  fortnight  previouBi  on  the  banks  of  a  elf  ar  lit- 
tle brook.  The  transparency  of  running  water  in  the  prairie  dis- 
tricts,  is  a  matter  of  general  surprise.  A  glass  of  this  liquid  taken 
from  Apple  Creek,  a  stream  about  sixtj  links  wide,  which  puts 
into  the  MississippL  from  the  east,  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  below 
Galena,  would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison  of  its  purity  and  clear- 
ness, with  the  water  of  Lake  Huron.  The  war  party  had  left  a 
good  supply  of  odd  flre-brands  and  chunks,  for  the  purposes  of 
our  cookery  and  evening  comfort  They  had  beaten  down  the 
grass,  making  a  smooth  place  for  our  blankets,  upon  which  were 
deposited  our  bodies,  after  the  Indian  fashion. 

This  tribe,  though  not  in  a  war-like  mood,  had  become  impatient 
of  the  delay  attending  the  subjugation  and  punishment  of  their 
late  murderous  and  ancient  foes,  the  Sauks.  They  had  col- 
lected their  warriors  at  the  Agency,  three  miles  up  the  Fox  river 
from  Fort  Howard,  anxious  to  avenge  themselves.  Col.  Stam- 
bjluoh,  the  agent,  had  at  length  promised  them,  if  the  war  was 
not  ended  by  a  certain  date,  that  they  might  march  under  his  di- 
rection to  the  Wisconsin  and  take  part  in  the  work  of  our  troops. 
Their  progress  en  route  was  about  twenty  miles  a  day,  marching 
in  a  single  file,  which  of  course  left  a  distinct  trail  upon  the  ground. 
Our  own  men  made  twenty-seven  miles  a  day  on  foot  over  the 
same  country.  About  sun-down  the  Indian  soldiers  would  collect 
themselves  at  a  convenient  spot,  generally  near  a  thicket,  and  al- 
ways near  water.  They  build  fires,  and  set  up  a  row  of  posts  or 
crotches  in  front,  and  lay  poles  from  one  to  the  other,  as  a  protec* 
tion  against  the  enemy.  After  the  evening  meal,  they  frequently 
hold  a  dance  about  the  leading  chief,  accompanied  by  a  due  pro- 
portion of  songs,  and  threats  against  the  foe.  Then  all  compose 
themselves  in  perfect  security  about  the  fires,  entrusting  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  camp  to  the  watchfulness  of  their  little  dogs.  Sen- 
tinels were  sometimes  persuaded  to  take  post  a  few  yards  in  ad- 
yance ;  but  they  also  betook  themselves  to  their  blankets,  and 
slept  till  day-light. 
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It  was  now  early  in  September,  and  everything  conspired  to 
nerve  the  system  and  animate  the  senses.  The  sky  had  not  shown 
a  clond  for  many  days ;  the  air  was  cooled  by  an  ever  moving 
breeze ;  conntless  flowers  shone  in  purple  and  gold  about  us,  and 
wherever  we  chose  to  move,  the  ground  was  firm  and  smooih  as  a 
turnpike.  A  new  and  unmingled  pleasure  diffused  itself  through 
the  company,  of  which  even  the  animals  seemed  to  partake. 

The  path  wound  around  the  northern  shores  of  the  Four  Lakes, 
from  which  Gen.  Dodge,  with  a  band  of  mounted  militia  of  the 
mining  district,  had  lately  driven  the  remnant  of  Black  Hawk's 
force.  The  scattering  trails  of  the  retreating  Indians  were  still 
distinct.  Sometimes  thoy  would  all  converge  into  one  broad  and 
plain  track,  then  again  radiate  in  different  directions,  continually 
branching  and  spreading  over  the  country,  dwindling  to  a  mere 
trace.  This  resulted  from  their  method  of  travel,  sometimes  in  a 
body,  then  in  classes,  these  again  subdivided,  and  so  on,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  deceiving  their  pursuers  in  regard  to  their  true 
route,  and  also  of  dispersion  and  escape  in  case  of  attack.  It 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  annoyances  and  hindrances  of  the  ex- 
pedition. In  the  ]>resent  instance,  delay  on  the  part  of  General 
Dodge  became  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  From  April  till  the 
latter  part  of  Jnly,  they  had  evaded  the  white  forces.  During  this 
period,  they  had  been  driven  but  little  over  an  hundred  miles,  that 
is,  from  the  Sycamore  Creek  t«>  the  Four  Lakes.  Much  of  the 
time  their  exact  position  conld  not  be  known.  They  were  now 
suffering  by  famine,  and  found  it  necessary  to  cross  the  "Wisconsin 
into  the  timber  country  north  of  that  stream,  for  subsistence.  Prob- 
ably there  is  not  a  known  instance  where  attachment  to  a  cause 
and  to  a  leader  has  continued  under  circumstances  of  such  dis- 
couragement. They  wore  encumbered  with  women  and  childreUi 
and  had  been  so  closely  watched  for  two  months,  that  little  oppor- 
tunity occurred  to  fish  or  to  hunt.  They  had  lived  upon  roots, 
boiled  grass,  bark  of  trees,  anything  capable  of  sustaining  life, 
before  they  would  kill  the  horses  upon  which  the  squaws  and  pap- 
ooses rode.    They  were  now  reduced  (o  a  state  of  utter  staira- 
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tion,  with  thirty  miles  of  country  to  be  traversed,  and  the  whites 
had  discorered  their  camp-fires  the  night  previous  across  a  small 
lake.  If  they  could  cross  tl\e  Wisconsin  before  an  attack  was 
made,  the  fish  of  the  stream  would  furnish  them  a  meal,  and  the 
river  itself  a  protection.  The  militia  were  in  motion  at  day-light, 
and  within  a  few  miles  of  the  forlorn  band.  Along  the  trail  lay 
the  bodies  of  famished  men,  women  and  children ;  some  dead, 
othei's  helpless  and  exhausted  to  the  last  degree  by  fatigue  and 
hunger.  These  wretched  aad  worn-out  creatures,  if  still  living, 
were  bayonetted  upon  the  spot  The  exasperated  frontierman  now 
finding  his  viotim  within  reaoh,  imbibed  the  ferocity  of  his  enemy, 
dealing  instant  death  to  every  one  that  fell  in  his  power.  In  fact, 
early  in  the  season,  Oen.  Atkziibo!^  had  found  it  necessary  to  place 
a  guard  over  his  Indian  prisoners,  in  order  lo  save  their  lives. 

An  instance  is  known  of  a  decrepid  old  man,  to  whom  a  loaf 
of  bread  had  been  given,  and  he  suffered  to  depart.  He  had  not 
passed  out  of  hearing,  when  he  was  dispatched  by  the  bayonet, 
and  his  food  distributed  among  the  murderers.  At  a  fight  near  the 
Mississippi,  just  previous  to  the  final  action  at  the  Bad  Axe,  a  fine 
young  chief  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  taken,  with  silver 
bracelets  on  his  arm.  The  militia-man  who  captured  him  was  on- 
ly prevented  from  butchering  him  on  the  spot,  by  a  threat  from  a 
lieatenant  of  the  regular  service,  that  his  own  life  should  instant- 
ly answer  for  that  of  the  prisoner. 

In  such  plight  were  the  fugitives,  and  with  such  a  spirit  their  pur- 
suers were  rapidly  approaching.  He  foremost  of  the  mounted 
men  fell  in  with  the  scattered  divisions  of  the  enemy  about  two 
miles  from  the  river.  The  party  attacked  fought  desperately. 
^  The  mounted  squaws,  provided  with  rifles,  joined  in  the  en^age- 
ment,  and  the  main  body  succeeded  in  crossing,  with  the  loss  of 
about  thirty.    Their  fate  is  well  known. 

Ob  the  second  day  we  passed  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mound.  It  is 
ahigh  hill  of  regular  ascent,  overlooking  the  country,  and  serves  as 
a  beacon  to  the  traveller  thirty  miles  distant.  At  night  we  slept 
in  a  Block-House  in  the  mining  district.    Within  sight  of  the  sta- 
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tioD,  a  newlj  made  grare  lay  at  the  road-side  in  the  midat  of  a 
aolitary  prairie.  The  person  over  whom  it  was  raised  had  ventur- 
ed too  far  from  the  house,  and  approached  a  thicket  of  bnshes. 
Soddenl  J  a  band  of  concealed  Indians  sprang  npon  him,  with  the 
fatal  whoop  on  their  tongaes ;  his  scalp,  heart,  and  most  of  his 
flesh,  were  soon  stripped  from  the  body,  and  a  savage  dance  per- 
formed about  the  remains. 

The  country  is  still  prairie,  with  scattering  tufts  of  inferior  tim- 
ber. The  huts  of  the  miners  had  been  deserted  on  aeoount  of  the 
difScnlties  now  terminated,  and  the  business  of  makisg  lead  wai 
about  to  re-commence.  Occasionally  a  farm  might  be  seen  run- 
ning out  from  an  island  of  timber,  and  supplied  with  comfortable 
buildings.  But  most  of  the  improvements  were  of  a  temporaiy 
nature,  consisting  of  a  lead  furnace  and  the  cabins  adjacent  The 
process  of  reducing  lead  ore  is  very  simple  and  rapid.  The  furn- 
ace is  a  fSsce  wall,  about  two  feet  thick,  located  upon  a  gentle  slope 
of  the  ground,  with  an  arch  or  passage  through  &e  center;  on 
each  side  of  the  arched  opening,  and  in  the  rear  or  up-hill  side, 
two  wing  walls  run  out  transversely  to  the  face  wall,  between 
which  the  wood  is  laid.  The  ore  is  placed  upon  it,  and  a  continu- 
al fire  kept  up.  The  lead  gradually  separates  from  the  dross,  and 
runs  into  a  cavity  in  front  of  the  arch. 

The  '^Mining  District"  east  of  the  Mississippi,  mustindnde 
ten  thousand  square  miles.  Galena  or  lead  ore  is  found  in  veins 
or  threads,  more  often  in  a  square  form,  of  various  sizes,  and  run- 
ning in  all  directions  with  the  horizon.  They  are  liable  to  disappear 
suddenly,  to  enlarge  and  diminish  in  size,  to  combine  with  other 
materials,  rendering  the  operations  of  mining  very  uncertain. 
Their  course  is  generally  straight  and  not  curved,  seldom  exceed* 
ing  a  foot  in  breadth.  The  analysis  yields  85  to  90  per  cenL  of 
lead,  of  which  the  first  smelting  of  the  furnace  extracts  about  76 
per  cent.  It  requires  skill  and  experience  to  discover  the  vein, 
but  very  little  of  either  to  work  it  when  discovered.  The  lime- 
stone formation  of  Green  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  extends  to  this 
region,  embracing  copper  ore  at  ^^  Mineral  Point,"  and  at  other 
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places.  At  this  time  the  government  leased  the  ground  to  priae* 
tical  'liners,  who  rendered  a  proportion  of  the  prodact  in  kind^ 
In  c  'nseqnence  of  the  derangements  of  the  times,  although  th» 
snpplj  was  small,  lead  was  then  dull  at  three  cents  per  pound. 
Thu  supply  appears  to  be  inexhaustible.  In  one  respect,  this  re- 
gion diflers  from  the  mineral  regions  of  other  countries.  There 
are  but  few  yeins  that  justify  a  pursuit  to  great  depths,  and  al- 
though  thej  are  very  numerous,  the  pits  and  trenches  are  eatilj 
filled  up,  and  the  rich  soil  left  capable  of  cultiration.  The  great 
drawback  upon  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the  Mining  Die- 
trict,  arises  from  the  consumption  of  the  little  timber  that  grows 
there,  in  melting  the  lead.  How  long  the  presence  of  this  mineral 
has  been  known,  and  its  value  understood,  is  not  exactly  known  ; 
but  tliere  are  mines  which  were  worked  by  the  French,  soon  after 
they  ascended  the  Mississippi.  The  Indians  could  scarcely  haye- 
found  use  for  it  before  the  introduction  of  fire-arms  among  them. 

Arriving  at  Galena,  we  found  the  place  crowded  with  people. 
The  mineral  riches  of  the  Dubuque  country  were  well  known,  and 
it  was  expected  that  General  Scorr  would  secure  the  title  to  a  con* 
Biderable  tract  west  of  the  river,  including  the  richest  mines.-— ^ 
The  negotiation  was  still  pending  at  Rock  Island  relative  to  the- 
purchase.    Thousands  of  adventurers  lined  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Mississippi,  ready  to  seize  upon  the  possession  and  pre-emption 
rights  in  the  new  territory  the  moment  they  became  perfect.    Id 
this  case  as  in  many  others,  guards  of  soldiers  were  necessary  to 
keep  the  whites  from  taking  unlawful  occupancy  of  Indian  lands. 
It  has  become  fashionable  to  abuse  the  government  for  its  conduct 
towards  the  red  man.  ^  My  observation  has,  on  the  contrary  led 
me  to  admire  rather  than  to  condemn  the  folly  and  practice  ol  the 
Federal  authority  in  this  reppect,  believing,  that  in  general,  its  mag- 
nanimity, kindness,  and  protection,  demand  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  the  Indian  race.    But  with  the  frontier  settler  it  is  otherwise. 
The  wrongs  of  the  Indian  are  individual,  not  national  offences.— 
When  the  pioneer  crosses  the  boundary  line  agreed  upon  by  the 
two  people,  through  their  proper  agents,  he  is  a  trespasser,  and  his 
11 
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life  taken  within  their  jarisdiction  is  not  canso  of  quarrel,  if  he 
persist  in  usurping  occupation.  We  may  admire  his  enterprise 
in  pushing  forward  bejond  the  range  of  his  fellow-meUi  but  must 
<^ndemn  that  morality  which  allows  a  forcible  seizure  and  detain- 
er of  property  to  be  right  Parties  of  men,  such  as  locators  and 
surveyors  on  Indian  ground,  may  be  considered  beyond  the  pro- 
tection of  the  government,  and  if  killed  while  persisting  in  main- 
taining possession,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  owners,  their  loss  is 
not  the  subject  of  retaliation.  But  beyond  the  lines  mutually  es- 
tablished, the  red  man  ought  not  to  push  his  revenge,  and  the  early 
massacres  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  our  jurisdiction,  made 
it  a  duty  in  the  government  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  its  territo- 
ry. Murders  committed  by  whites  upon  Indians,  either  in  their 
own  country  or  otherwise,  have  been  the  crying  enormities  result- 
gin  from  the  contact  of  civilization  with  barbarism.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  our  authorities  could  have  prevented  these  individual 
outrages  of  its  citizens,  it  will  then  be  connected  with  the  primi- 
tive encroachments  of  one  race  upon  the  other.  That  it  should 
enforce  agreements  and  cessions,  entered  into  in  good  faith,  and 
retain  territory  acquired  by  just  war,  can  scarcely  be  considered  a 
national  sin.  Is  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  finult  be- 
•CBXiBe  the  Aborigine  is  unable  to  secure  his  own  territory  against 
individual  intrusion !— or  because,  in  his  thirst  for  whiskey  and 
.baubles,  he  chooses  to  barter  his  patrimony  for  a  drink  or  a  bead! 
The  intelligent  Indian  himself  draws  a  distinction  between  the  of- 
Jcial  acts  of  the  nation,  and  the  unauthorized  proceedings  of  tra- 
cers and  speculators.  On  the  part  of  the  former,  they  have  to  ac- 
knowledge that  they  have  been  permitted  to  occupy  grounds  long 
after  they  bad  agreed  to  depart;  that  their  dissatisfaction  with 
compacts  was  not  shown  till  after  the  presents  were  received,  and 
sometimes  not  until  after  payment  had  been  made ;  that  the  com* 
pensation  has  been  faithfully  tendered,  and  implements,^  schools, 
.  and  artisans  provided  free  of  expeose.  They  would  be  forced  to 
^admit,  that  gratuities  and  presents,  above  the  stipulated  price, 
^ave  been  bestowed  to  purchase  peace,  and  to  obtain  the  fulfill- 


83 

ment  of  their  previoae  engagements ;  and  to  acknowledge,  that  af- 
ter the  receipt  of  the  increase,  thej  still  forced  the  United  States 
to  war  to  obtain  what  they  had  bargained  and  paid  for. 

The  fate  of  die  Indian  cannot  fail  to  raise  a  deep  sjmpathj  in 
the  mind.  Bnt  to  maintain  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  gorem- 
ment  to  secnre,  hj  all  npright  means,  the  title  to  those  lands,  is 
equivalent  to  the  proposition  that  the  earth  was  designed  to  pro- 
duce game,  and  not  the  bread  of  life,  to  sustain  but  one  human 
being  npon  a  square  mile  capable  of  maintaining  one  hundred. 

The  case  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  has  been  recently  quoted,  as  a 
strong  instance  of  the  injustice  practised  by  the  American  nation, 
opon  Indian  tribes.  The  assault  upon  Black  Hawk  at  the  Syca- 
more Creek,  was  the  act  of  frontier  men  under  arms ;  and  if  act- 
ing under  any  authority,  derived  the  same  from  the  Executive  of 
Illinois.  It  was  the  result  of  a  border  feeling,  which  permits  the 
destruction  of  an  Indian  upon  the  same  principle  that  it  does  the 
wolf.  No  murders  had  been  perpetrated  upon  the  whites,  or  other 
acta  committed  that  called  for  summary  punishment  The  attack 
was  a  rash  and  unprovoked  affair.  But  it  is  equally  true,  that  the 
party  assailed  were  in  force  in  a  country  they  had  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  and  had  agreed  to  abandon.  After  this  transac- 
tion, General  Atkotbon,  who  commanded  the  regular  troops  as- 
aembled  upon  the  Mississippi,  made  every  effort  to  induce  them 
to  return  peaceably,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  territory  allot- 
ted them,  and  accepted  as  their  home.  Their  prompt  refusal  left 
no  alternative.  The  generalship  of  their  chief  prolonged  the 
contest  five  months,  without  any  offers  of  surrender  on  the  part 
^  BukCK  Hawk  andhis  brave  band.  They  resisted  until  starva- 
tion and  force  compelled  them  to  do  that  which  had  been  urged 
npon  them  from  the  outset,  to  retreat  towards  the  Mississippi 
When  at  last  overtaken  npon  its  banks,  reduced  in  numbers,  ema* 
ciated  by  hunger,  worn  down  by  incessant  toil,  they  still  fonght 
with  their  little  remaining  strength,  till  their  force  was  either 
killed  or  captured.  It  is  also  to  be  recollected,  that  this  band  had 
always  been  among  onr  opponents  in  war,  when  an  opportunity 
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occurred ;  $lwKys  attached  to  the  British  interests,  asd  reoeired 
Britiflb  preeentB.  They  "w&e  taken  as  prisoners  bj  military  foreie, 
arms  in  hand,  fighting  to  the  last,  and  breathing  rengeance  in  the 
prison  after  their  capture.  Under  such  circnni  stances,  what  rights 
were  left  this  people,  as  a  tribe  or  nation.  Their  miracolona  at- 
tachment to  their  chief,  and  to  each  other;  their  wooderfnl endu- 
rance under  hardships  and  privation ;  boldness,  skill  and  bravery 
in  fight,  must  command  our  admiration.  But  their  political  ri^its, 
which  might  have  been  retained  by  complying  with  the  offiared 
terms,  were  lost  by  resistance  and  conquest. 

The  treatment  of  Black  Hawk  and  other  prisoners,  has  ofken 
been  matter  of  animadversion.    Of  all  the  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren captured  by  our  regular  troops,  only  eighteen  were  put  in 
confinement.    These  constituted  the  influential  men  of  the  tribe, 
who  never  flagged  in  their  efibrts  against  the  government  Black 
Hawk,  it  is  true,  from  motives  of  prudence,  being  well  eogninmt 
of  our  power,  was  in  favor  of  peace.    He  was  also  an  Indian  who 
had  a  sense  of  honor,  as  well  as  pc^cy ;  a  man  in  whom  tiiose  who 
knew  him  confided.  Bot  he  had  exerted  all  his  inflnence  and  doll 
against  us  in  the  campaign  just  closed ;  and  however  patriotie  to- 
wards his  own  people,  he  was  decidedly  a  dangerous  enemy  of 
ours.    Wbhsit,  one  of  the  chiefs  in  confinement,  continued  to 
fire  his  rifle  from  behind  a  few  logs,  till  he  was  secured  and  seat 
to  the  rear;  and  his  only  regret,  during  confinement,  seemed  to 
be  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  kill  more  whites.    The  enmity  of 
the  PaoPHET  is  well  known.    KAHPonii  the  nding  chief^  was  oiily 
second  to  Wishkbt  in  his  fury  against  the  white  man,  and  always 
counseled  fi»-  resistance.    The  two  sons  of  Black  Hawk  were 
perhaps  less  harmless  in  the  forests  than  in  the  cities,  but  their  de- 
tention ensured  the  good  conduct  of  the  father  and  tribe.    With 
the  exception  of  Black  Hawk,  they  spent  their  time  at  Jefiaraen 
Barracks,  with  a  ball  and  chain  on  one  leg — a  precaution,  the  s^ 
cessity  of  which  was  never  doubted  by  those  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances.    That  personage,  fond  of  multiplying  his  wrengs, 
has  charged  us  with  loading  chains  apoa  him  during  his  detautien 
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upon  the  Mississippi.  I  am  unable  to  saj  in  what  condition  he 
was  brought  from  the  Sioux  countrj,  when  he  was  taken  to  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,  where  he  was  lodged  in  the  guard-house  with  his 
confederates.  Bat  late  in  the  period  of  his  confinement  at  that 
post,  he  had  not  been  shackled,  as  I  wai  ftiformed  by  those  on  du- 
ty at  the  time,  having  faith  in  his  pledged  word  not  to  escape. 
Four  of  the  eighteen  were  transported  to  Fortress  Monroe,  from 
which  they  were  soon  liberated,  and  escorted  to  their  homes, 
where  they  met  their  fellow  prisoners,  and  such  of  their  brethren 
and  sisters,  as  had  survived  the  war.  Their  band  was  merged  in 
that  of  Eeokucx,  and  their  nationality  forever  gone.  There  re- 
mained, however,  life,  Ituntifig-grounds,  and  annuities,  as  before. 
Galena  lies  about  seven  miles  eaat  of  the  Mississippi,  on  t&e 
north  side  of  Fever  river,  up  which  stream  boats  come  to  town  in 
high  water.  Block  houses  against  Indians  were  standing  on  the 
heights  overloeking  the  plaoe,  which'  may  have  contained  SOOO. 
inhabitants.  It  had  all  the  business  mt  of  an  old  place,  though'' 
sadly  deficient  in  cleanliness  and  comfort.'  The  quiet  of  its  peo- 
ple was  again  most  completely  destroyed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Asiatic  cholera^  the  night  previous  to  our  arrival;  and  the  first 
"violiiti,  it  young  lady,  was  borne  along  di6  street  on'  a  bier,  as  we 
ente^d* 
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LEQEND  OF  THE  WHSNEB  AGOES. 

OOlOnTiaOATltD  BT  B.  W.   HASKOXB  ESQ.  OF  BUFWAUO  N .  t. 

IxTiODUCTOKT  NoTB.— The  bistorj  of  the  Lcgeod,  so  far  m  I  ipa  eoDDected  irith  i|^  it 
u  foDowB :  In  September,  18S9, 1  wu  one  of  the  proprietoteand  editore  of  the  Bt^fk^ 
lo  J^umdU  At  that  time,  Mr.  Puiixv  WjLminxB,  who  was  juttlroB  tiie  eoi]Dti7  ef  th* 
Wianebagoea,  waa  spending  aeme  liatie.  in  our  then  riHaga  B)a  «iade  m  j  aoqnaialueit 
and  related  to  me  many  of  hb  wcatem^adTf  nture^  and  among  othera  thia  one^  wldch  in* 
terested  me  ao  much  that  I  wrote  it  out  from  hia  oral  narration,  aided  bj  hia  imparfoct 
aotea.  He  aaaored  me  that  he  had  added  abfeolutely  noithing  to  the  literal  fiicta  aa  they.  '- 
aotoallj  oeemred,  and  in  redndng  hia  atatemfenl  to  print,  I  adhered  atrilBtly' to  hia  nant^  * 
ti?i^  without  enbeUiahmeDt,  whU|  aa  here  oommnmated,  appeared  in  the.BnflUd 
Journal  of  Sept  l§th,  1699. 


The  following  communication  of  "Pont"  will  be  read  with  in- 
terest. The  singnlaritj^of  the  narratiye  itself,  and  the  still  more 
singular  circumstances  of  its  relations-detailed,  as  it  was,  to  our 
author,  while  seated  upon  the^top  of  a  monumental  pile,  in  the 
midst  of  a  trackless  forest,]  bygone  whose  aged  heart  still  clung 
to  the  past  and  bled  at  its  recollections  of  fallen  greatness— eott- 
spire  to  clothe  the  whole  with  more^than  ordinary  norelty.. 


LEGEND  OF  THE  WINNEBAGOES. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1828,  it  will  be  recoUected  that  one  of 
those  border  wars  which^so  ofken^rage  along  our  western  frontiers^ 
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broke  oat  between  the  Winnebago  Indians  and  the  adjoining  set- 
tlements. At  that  period  it  was  mj  fortnne  to  be  within  the  In- 
dian territorj,  seeking  mj  waj  through  the  pathless  forests  that 
diride  the  Portage  of  the  Oaisconsin  from  the  settlement  of 
whites  at  Green  Bay.  The  canse  of  the  mptare  alluded  to  was 
the  murder  of  a  man  hj  the  name  of  Botmt^  who  was  found 
dead  in  his  own  house,  the  bodj  bearing  evident  marks  of  rio- 
lence.  The  murders  perpetrated  the  preeediug  summer,  bj  the 
"Winnebagoes,  on  the  Mississippi,  immediately  fixed  suspicions 
upon  their  tribe,  in  this  instance ;  and  although  the  deed  was  sub- 
sequently traced  to  the  partner  of  Bomer,  a  white  man,  yet .  the 
resentment  of  the  miners  for  a  considerable  time  carried  on  a  most 
desolating  crusade  against  these  sons  of  the  forest.  Those  not 
prepared  to  repel  the  invasion,  which  was  wholly  unprovoked^ 
and  equally  unexpected,  were  driven  to  seek  safety  in  flight.  A 
company  thus  fleeing  to  the  deeper  recesses  of  their  native  forests, 
I  fell  in  with,  upon  the  journey  I  have  mentioned.  The  party 
consisted  of  about  forty  persons,  principally  women  and  children, 
led  by  an  old  man  whose  locks  were  bleached  by  the  frosts  of  some 
eighty  winters.  He  was  a  chief,  and  he  designated  his  little  band 
by  the  collective  and  endearing  appellation  of  ^^my  family. ^^  At- 
ter  the  suspicions  which  the  colour  of  my  skin  had  roused  were 
allayed,  the  old  man  approached  me,  and  his  cordial  shake  of  the 
band,  his  proffer  of  the  lighted  pipe,  and  a  portion  of  his  jerked 
venison,  gave  me  every  assurance  that  I  had  met  a  friend.  Our 
courses  lay  in  the  same  direction,  and  we  proceeded  together. 
On  resuming  our  march,  the  countenance"of  the  old  chief,  which 
had  been  animated,  sunk  and  became  dejected.  At  times  a  tear 
stole  silently  down  his  furrowed  cheek ;  but  when  a  murmur  es- 
caped the  lips  of  any  of  his  band,  it  was  checked  as  soon  as  artic* 
nlafted,  by  a  glance  that  oould  not  be  mistaken.  Ab  these  were 
all  uttered  in  the  Winnebago  langaage,  which  no  white  man  ev- 
er understood,  I  knew  them  only  to  be  words  of  grief. 


•  John  Bonnff.— Sw  ITOm  Bigiitoi,  VoLXXXV,  p.  15L 
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After  travelling  several  hours  across  a  beautiful  prairie,  we 
;approached  a  lake,  the  bank  of  which  was^  adorned  with  a  few 
large  trees,  and  its  shore  presented  a  series  of  regularly  ranged 
mounds,  conveying  to  a  distant  eye  the  appearance  of  a  formal 
town.  On  entering  the  cluster  of  these,  each  individual,  in  turn, 
ascended  quite  to  the  top  of  the  highest,  preceded  by  the  aged  ve- 
teran, where  he  first  turned  his  face  to  the  sun,  (which  was  low  in 
the  west,)  then  towards  the  Mississippi,  and  making  a  violent  mo- 
tion with  the  right  hand,  as  if  wielding  the  tomahawk,  he  ejacu-^ 
lated  a  few  words  in  his  native  tongue,  and  immediately  rejoined 
US  by  the  path  he  had  ascended.  The  nature  of  this  mysterious 
rite  I  was  anxious  to  understand.  My  questions  to  this  point,  how- 
ever, were  carefully  avoided  for  some  time,  until  a  small  present 
overcame  the  scruples  of  the  chief,  when  ho  accosted  me  in  the 
Chippewa  language  thus ;  "  My  friend,  no  white  man  ever  saw 
the  Winnebago  ascend  that  mound  before,  nor  has  one  of  our  tribe 
ever  disclosed  to  the  whites  the  origin  of  the  mounds  you  see 
.around  us.  You  are  the  Indians'  friend — if  you  were  not|  you 
would  not  trust  yourself  with  me  when  your  brothers  are  hunting 
my  children  like  the  wild  deer  of  the  prairie.  You  have  smoked 
with  me  the  pipe  of  friendship,  and  I  will  tell  you  all."  Ho  then 
itook  me  by  the  hand,  led  me  to  the  summit  of  the  principal  mound, 
and  bade  me  sit  down.  I  drew  forth  my  writing  materials  to  as- 
sist my  memory,  but  my  guide  exclaimed,  ^^  mo,  no,  you  mmst  not 
— ^paper  tell  every  body :  paper  lie  too  :  you  remember  enough." 
I  should  here  observe  that  the  Chippewa  language  is  the  clasai* 
cal  tongue  of  all  the  N'orth  Western  Indians  and  traders,  and  the 
^ne  through  which  all  their  intercourse  is  carried  on.  In  this 
tongue,  with  which  I  was  acquainted,  after  we  had  each  taken  a 
whiff  from  his  long  pipe,  he  thus  began : 

-"My  friend — tlie  Winnebagoes  are  not  like  other  men.  They 
^ame  not  from  the  east ;  they  are  the  only  children  of  the  Great 
Spirit.  He  put  them  on  one  side  of  the  great  waters  (Lakes),  tmd 
his  two  great  lights  on  the  other.  He  gave  us  the  buffalo,  the 
moose,  the  elk,  and  the  deer,  for  food,  and  their  skina  he  tanght  na 
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to  use  for  clothing.  lie  filled  tlie  waters  with  fish,  and  covered 
the  land  with  choice  fruits.  All  these  he  gave  to  us ;  and  he 
marked  with  his  finger  between  us  and  the  great  lights,  that  we 
might  not  approach  them.  Upon  the  other  side  of  us  he  placed 
a  land  of  winters,  where  no  Indian  could  live.  After  this  the 
Long  Knives  (English)  came,  not  as  enemies,  but  as  friends. — 
They  took  our  bows  and  gave  us  guns,  for  our  skins  they  gave 
blankets  and  calicoes,  and  they  gave  strong  drink  to  our  hunters. 
They  enticed  away  the  young  squaws,  and  when  the  Winnebago 
went  after  them  they  would  not  come  back.  Soon  the  hunter  get 
lazy,  love  strong  drink,  and  die.  Many,  very  many  die  so.  Then 
it  was  that  the  Great  Spirit  told  his  oldest  child,  the  great  chief 
of  the  Winnebagoes,  in  his  sleep,  to  leave  the  country  to  the  Long 
Knives,  and  cross  the  great  water  to  a  land  nearer  the  great 
lights,  where  no  white  man  had  gone.  We  went  forward,  found  a 
good  land  where  this  river  (Fox,  which  enters  into  Green  Bay) 
goes  into  the  great  water.  For  two  moons  we  found  plenty  of 
game,  and  saw  no  Indians.  We  thought  the  Great  Spirit  had  ta- 
ken them  all  away  to  make  room  for  his  children ;  when  one  mor- 
ning we  found  the  river  full  of  canoes  and  Indians  for  one  day's 
ride  in  length.  Our  chiefs  and  old  men  held  a  talk,  and  a  canoe 
was  sent  to  the  strangers  with  as  many  men  as  there  are  moons 
in  a  year.  They  carried  presents  of  wampum,  fruits,  sugar  and 
meat  These  never  returned.  Their  pipes  of  peace  were  thrown 
into  the  river,  and  their  mangled  bodies  were  hung  upon  the 
trees.  Dogs  were  fastened  in  the  canoe  dressed  like  the  Win- 
nebagoes, and  the  bark,  with  these,  came  down  the  river  to  our 
Tillages.  Our  good  chief  seeing  the  tears  of  his  warriors  for 
their  fi  lends  who  were  slain,  struck  his'foot  in  wrath  upon  a  solid 
rock,  which  sunk  it  to  his  ankle,  and  called  his  father,  the  Great 
Spirit,  to  witness  that  the  tomahawk  be  unburied  with  the  Foxes, 
Sacs,  and  Chippewas,  until  a  tree  should  grow  from  the  place 
where  his  foot  then  stood.  He  then  burnt  a  council  fire  in  sight 
oi  his  enemies,  and  put  blood  upon  the  trees  that  they  might  see 
more  was  soon  to  be  wasted.    When  they  saw  this,  they  fled  up 
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the  river  to  Winnebago  Lake.  Our  warriors  followed — a  battle 
was  fought  on  its  banks,  which  we  lost,  as  part  of  our  fighting 
men  were  deceived  in  the  long  grass  bv  their  guide.  The  Win- 
nebagoes  being  swiftest  on  foot,  gained  this  spot  before  the  even- 
ing. It  was  then  the  enemy's  town,  and  they  soon  came,  with 
their  prisoners,  little  thinking  we  were  here.  Finding  us  in  their 
town  they  kindled  their  fires  upon  all  sides,  and  sent  in  word  that 
the  next  day  they  would  eat  the  Winnebago  chief.  With  the  dawn 
the  fight  began.  We  soon  drove  the  Foxes  down  the  river,  but  they 
went  round  and  joined  the  Sacs,  who  were  above  us.  The  rest 
of  that  day  all  was  quiet,  but  the  next  night,  at  the  rising  of  the 
moon,  they  again  came  out  from  their  hiding  places.  This  fight 
did  not  stop  for  three  days ;  and  we  lost  ten  men  for  each  day  and 
night  of  the  year,  before  it  was  ended.  On  the  third  day  our 
chief  fell,  covered  with  wounds.  While  he  still  lived,  he  called  to 
his  warriors  to  remember  his  wrongs ;  and^with  his  own  hands  he 
pressed  the  blood  from  his  wounds,  which  he  gave  them  to  strength- 
en their  hearts.  He  lived  to  hear  the  cries  of  his  enemies  as  they 
fled,  and  then,  under  this  mound,  where  he  lay,  he  opened  his 
mouth,  and  his  spirit  departed.  In  that  battle  the  Winnebagoes 
kept  the  town,  took  many  hundreds  of  canoes  and  many  prisoners. 
These,  except  the  young  squaws,  we  killed.  Those  that  escaped 
fled  up  the  river,  and  the  next  day  we  pursued  them.  We  came 
to  the  lake  which  makes  the  Fox  river,  and  hunted  for  our  enemy 
three  days.  Thinking  the  Great  Spirit  had  taken  them  all  from 
the  country,  to  stop  our  pursuit,  we  were  about  to  obey  his  wishes 
and  return,  when  we  discovered  a  trail  in  the  high  grass.  This  we 
followed  a  little,  when  we  came  to  a  strange  river  (the  Ouiscon- ' 
sin,)  running  towards  the  Father  of  Kivers,  (the  Mississippi,)  into 
which  they  had  put  their  canoes.  We  now  agreed  to  follow  and 
fight  our  enemy,  until  he  should  leave  this  stream,  and  cross  the 
Father  of  Bivers.  At  the  Bine  Mounds  we  fought  them ;  and  there 
we  were  joined  by  the  Pottawatomies,  and  they  by  the  Menomi- 
nies.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin  they  made  mounds,  and 
put  their  women  and  children  behind  them,  for  [they^expected  a 
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great  batile.  The  Winnebagoes  had  more  fighting  men  than  their 
enemies,  but  they  fought  for  the  last  of  their  country,  and  the 
Winnebagoes  for  rerenge.  For  thirteen  days  the  bloody  strife 
did  not  eease,  and  hundreds  of  brave  men  fell  on  each  day.  At 
length  the  Great  Spirit  raised  a  loud  storm  of  thunder,  lightning, 
hail  and  wind,  which  caused  both  parties  to  stop,  for  they  thought 
the  Great  Father  of  all  was  angry  with  his  children.  The  Winne- 
bagoea  stood  still,  and  their  enemies  all  crossed  the  Father  of 
BiTers,  where  they  now  liye,  at  eternal  war  with  our  nation.  No 
Fox  or  Sac  meets  a  Winnebago,  (except  in  council,)  but  one  must 
die.  AU  that  great  land  between  the  Ouisoonsin  and  the  Missis- 
sippi is  to  this  day  disputed  ground,  and  neither  can  safely 
^>Ocapy  it  Chippewa  or  Winnebago  go  there,  he  die — ^but  no 
matter,  Winnebago,  Chippewa,  Fox  and  Sac,  all  haye  country 
enough  now.  Sixty  winters  haye  passed  oyer^us  since  my  father, 
who  was  then  strong,  told  me  of  these  deeds  of^our  nation.  But, 
my  friend,  the  Winnebagoes  are  not  now  wise.  Once  they  had 
many  thousand  fine  warriors.  But  every  year  we  grow  smaller. 
Too  much  our  young  men  go  into  the  white  man's  house,  and 
striye  to  live  like  him.  They  drink  strong  drink,  and  soon  die. 
Traders  buy  our  skins,  and  give  us  strong  drink,  calico  and  beads, 
whieh  are  not  good  tor  Indians.  TheVkins  of  our  game  we  want 
for  cluthes,  and  we  could  raise  com  for  ourselves  were  we  left 
akme ;  but  soooi,  ray  friend,  we  shall  be  no  more.  A  few  short 
years  and  our  nation  will  be  unknown.  Then,  when  the  stranger 
shall  pass  along  here,  and  look  upon  the  scenes  of  so  many  battles 
that  have  been  won  by  the  only  children  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and 
shaD.call  out,  upon  every  hill,  where, ii  the  Winn^kigot  echo 
aloaa  shall  answer  from  the  west — ^  tohere  is  the  Winnebago  /" 

<<  Our  enemies,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  have  grown  strong,  and 
oouM  now  destroy  us.    They  have  shunned  the  ways  and  the 
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htantsbf  the  white  men,  and  their  people  have  multiplied.  Their 
nfitions  are  large,  and  their  warriors  healthy  and  brave ;  while 
iha  forms  pi  our  old  men  are  wasted  with  age,  and  our  young 
men  are  drunkards,  like  the  whites.    Our  young  squaws  have  be- 
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come  the  coiupaniona  of  txaders  and  boatmen^  and  our 
are  broken  up.  We  are  8urtx>unded  upon  all  Bides  bj  white  men, 
save  one,  and  on  that,  live  our  sworn  and  eternal  enemies.  We 
have  but  one  recourse  left  We  own  the  land  where  the  two 
rivers  ran  different  wajs,  (the  Portage  of  the  Fox  and  OuiBConsin 
rivers,)  and  to  that  we  must  now  &y.  When  that  is  gone,  the 
Winnebago  will  have  no  hope — and  he  will  no  longer  ask  to  live. 

Hero  the  vetcrao  chief  ended  his  harangue,  and  seemed  much 
affected  at  the  deplorable,  though  just  picture,  which  he  had 
drawn  of  his  nation.  My  sympathies  were  roused,  and  I  felt,  for 
once  at  least,  as  became  a  philanthropist— compassion  for  the 
stoic  of  the  forest,  and  shame  for  the  treatment  he  had  eoffered  at 
the  hands  of  my  nation.  But  the  object  of  these  mounds^  and  of 
the  rites  observed  upon  their  tops,  I  had  not  yet  learned,  and  whei 
my  aged  chronicler  had  roused  himself  from  his  melancholy  mxh 
sings,  I  repeated  my  inquiries  upon  these  points.  He  paused  for 
a  moment,  and  answered  thus :  *'  My  friend,  this  place  was  long 
since  called,  by  white  men,  ^Bont  de  Morte.^  *  The  mounds  you 
see  were  raised,  each  over  the  grave  C/f  some  renowned  chief,  who 
fell  in  the  great  battle  here.  By  a  custom  of  our  nation,  every 
Winnebago  who  comes  in  sight  of  this  mound  upon  which  we  aie 
now  seated,  must  ascend  to  the  top,  and  observe  the  rites  you  wit- 
nessed. When  taming  to  the  sun,  we  swear  that  our  arm,  while  it 
has  power,  shall  be  exerted  in  defence  of  this  land,  in  remembrance 
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•UtHMj,J£mi^pUei</Jmtk  TbeFraoehpluxMUMdbjth^dbMf  most  ban  bi« 
introdoMd,  pnbabJj,  bj  the  French  JauiU,  to  tnntlate  the  WinnelMifo  imae  i  ■ 
name  that  eeema  to  hare  teea  given  to  the  spot  from  the  shape  of  the  shore,  reaemhliif 
a  haman  foot,  at  the  hett  of  which  the  monnds  are  situated.  Hence  it  waa  the  lieel,  or 
heel-piece-  and  the  conteqnencea  of  the  battle  fought  there  would  readily  saggiil  te 
remainder. 

[This  definition  ia  probablj  erroneooa.owing,  perfai^  to  If  rWABBOisa  miaundgnrtipd* 
inf  the  pronunciation.  Instead  of  Bout  dt  JforU,  it  ia  unirerBallj  referred  to  ■•  Mttt 
dtM  MorU,  or  Hill  of  the  Dead^whtre  the  slain  in  batUewere  buried.  A  battle  was 
hers  fought  ia  1714,  between  the  French  and  Outagamie^  or  Foresi  which  b  not&oed 
bj  OBAnLKTOtx,  WnnnE,  and  other  eadj  hieloriaiia,  aad  in  Oen.  Smre'i  Hiit  of  Wla- 
OQBtiD^— i..aa] 
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of  the  son  of  the  Oreat  Spirit  who  sleeps  below ;  and  when  facing 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  we  swear  ever  to  remember  and  revenge  the 
death  of  the  best  of  Chiefs,  the  favorite  son  of  the  Great  Spu*it| 
who  fell  by  their  hands." 

PLINY. 
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APPENDIX  Na  7. 


EARLY  TIMES  IN  WISCONSIN. 

WETITEir  BY  H.  A,  TENMKV,  IN  1849. 

Early  limeft— Indian  diatarbancet— firat  ptnnanent  white  aettler  witliin  the  limite  of 
Dane  eonntj — Blue  Moanda  Fort — sayage  maaaacree— Sauk  war — location  of  ICadi* 
Bon,  <fc&,  Ae, 

The  incidents  of  the  early  settlement  of  our  state,  howerer  un- 
important in  a  national  point  of  yiew,  are  worthy  of  being  trea- 
sured np  for  the  remembrance  of  posterity.  But  few  of  these  hardy 
and  daring  men  who  came  into  the  country  many  years  in  ad- 
vance of  the  present  population,  now  remain  among  us,  and  the 
little  circle  is  rapidly  contracting.  It  belongs  to  this  generatioa 
and  our  time  to  collect  together  the  personal  history,  experience, 
and  adventures  of  these  worthy  and  yeteran  pioneers,  and  pre- 
serve it  as  a  very  essential  and  interesting  part  of  our  local  annals. 

One  of  these  earliest  comers  to  the  south- western  part  of  the 
State,  was  Ebenezeb  Bsioham,  of  Blue  Mounds,  the  oldest  and 
undoubtedly  the  first  permanent  settler  within  the  present  limits 
of  Dane  county — a  man  of  rare  modesty,  unsullied  reputation, 
possessing  a  strong  and  retentive  memory,  and  who  is  really  a 
living  history  of  the  "  life  and  times'*  of  the  very  first  white  set- 
tlers. We  have  never  been  able  to  induce  him  to  write  out  a 
sketch  of  those  early  times ;  but  having  got  him  &st  by  the  hnU 
ton-hole  a  few  days  since,  we  took  the  occasion^  jot  down  some 
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items,  which  we  serye  up  in  our  own  way,  in  connection  with 
other  matters,  trusting  that  more  complete  details  will  be  obtain- 
ed, of  which  he  has  a  large  fimd,  and  that  the  reader  will  bear  in 
mind  the  admonition  he  gave  us,  not  to  make  him  the  hero  of  the 
tale. 

Mr.  BsicnAM  journeyed  from  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  St.  Louis,  in 
1818.  The  Upper  Mississippi  country  was  then  almost  unknown. 
Beyond  the  narrative  of  Pikers  Expedition,  and  the  somewhat 
vague  reports  of  hunters,  boatmen,  and  a  few  lead  diggers  about 
Dubuque,  the  public  possessed  no  reliable  information,  and  felt 
little  if  any  interest.  It  was  regarded  as  a  wild  region  filled  with 
hostile  savages,  and  very  few  were  willing  to  trust  themselves 
among  them.  In  1822  Mr.  B.  followed  up  the  river  on  horseback, 
to  the  present  site  ot  Qalena ;  the  place  then  consisting  of  one  log 
cabin,  and  a  second  one  commenced,  which  he  assisted  in  com- 
pleting. Shortly  after  he  returned  to  Springfield,  the  present 
capital  of  Illinois,  the  young  city  then  containing  four  or  five 
cabins.  In  '27  he  again  returned  to  the  lead  region  for  the  pur- 
pose of  embarking  in  the  business.  With  a  small  party  he  pitch- 
ed his  tent  on  what  is  now  called  the  Block  House  Branch  of  the 
Platte  river,  about  four  miles  south  of  the  present  village  of  Flatte- 
ville,  for  the  purpose  of  prospecting.  From  this  point  the  party 
retreated  in  some  haste  to  Galena,  owing  to  the  conunencement  ot 
hostilities  by  the  Indians. 

As  the  particulars  of  this  outbreak  are  not  generally  known,  we 
digress  a  little  to  give  a  few  of  the  leading  facts. 

Oen.  Cass  had  made  an  appointment  to  meet  the  Winnebagoes 
at  Butte  des  Morts.  On  the  day  fixed  ior  the  council,  not  an  Indian 
appeared.  Alarmed  at  this,  and  other  hostile  signs,  he  rapidly 
descended  the  river  to  Prairie  du  Ohien,  where  the  people  had  all 
taken  shelter  in  the  garrison,  and  where  he  heard  of  an  attack  on 
a  government  boat,  which  had  been  up  the  river  with  supplies  for 
the  garrison  at  St.  Peters,  a  short  time  previous.  Hastening  im- 
mediately to  Galena,  he  notified  the  citizens  of  their  danger,  and 
advised  them  to  build  block-houses  for  their  protection. 
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The  boftt  alladed  to,  had  already  reached  Galena,  and  as  the 
fight  shows  some  of  the  perils  of  river  navigation  during  those 
early  days,  we  give  the  particulars  in  brief.  In  descending,  the 
boats  had  to  pass  a  narrow  place  between  an  island  and  the  main 
shore.  The  Indians,  several  hundred  in  number,  had  stationed 
themselves  on  both  sides,  and  had  also  prepared  canoes  to  board^ 
if  necessary.  The  forward  boat  was  suffered  to  pass  unmolested ; 
but  when  the  second  came  within  reach,  it  received  a  discharge 
from  the  whole  force,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  another.  The 
fire  was  returned,  but  with  little  effect,  as  the  crew  were  in  a  rery 
exposed  and  awkward  situation.  In  this  position  of  affairs,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  board,  and  a  strapping  warrior  jumped  on 
to  the  stem,  seized  t^ie  tiller,  and  set  the  vessel  ashore,  but  not  till 
after  a  bullet  struck  him  dead.  At  this  juncture  an  Irishman  of 
the  crew,  familiarly  called  "  Saucy  Jack^*  jumped  ashore,  and, 
amidst  a  shower  of  bullets,  shoved  it  off,  and  escaped  unhurt,  the 
boat  proceeding  without  further  molestation,  carrying  off  the  body 
of  the  ambitious  Indian,  which  was  left  at  Gttlena.  The  sides  of 
the  vessel,  the  boxes,  &c.,  were  riddled  by  over  three  hundred  bul- 
let holes. 

This  was  a  period  of  great  suffering  at  Galena.  The  weather 
was  inclement,  and  two  or  three  ^thousand  persons  driven  sud- 
denly in,  with  a  scant  supply  of  provisions,  without  ammunition 
or  weapons,  encamped  in  the  open  air,  or  cloth  tents  which  was 
but  little  better,  were  placed  in  a  very  disagreeable  and  critical 
position. 

From  Galena,  Gen.  Cass  proceeded  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to 
Jefferson  Barracks.  A  large  force  under  Gen.  Atkikson  immedi- 
ately came  up  the  river  in  boats,  as  far  as  the  Portage  (Fort  Win- 
nebago) Generals  Dodge  and  Whitesides  with  companies  of  volun- 
teers following  along  each  side  on  land,  and  scouring  put  the  lark- 
ing savages.  A  lorce  from  Green  Bay  also  concentrated  on  the 
same  point,  and  the  Indians  beheld  with  dismay  a  formidable  army 
in  the  Qiidst  of  their  country.  The  result  was  a  treaty  of  peace^ 
and  the  giving  up  of  Bed  Bibd,  who  had  a  year  previous  mas* 
sacred  a  family  near  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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The  reports  made  by  the  officers  and  men,  on  their  return  from 
iiB  warlike  expedition,  first  drew  public  attention  to  the  nnbound- 
i  fertility  and  exhaustless  rosouicea  of  south-weatern  Wisconeia 
-and  their  return  was  followed  by  a  large  immigration  to  the 
ad  region. 

It  was  while  this  force  was  on  its  march,  that  Mr.  Bbioqah  and 
is  party  returned  and  built  a  block-house  at  the  point  they  had 
ift,  and  recommenced  their  diggings. 

In  the  spring  of  1828,  he  removed  to  Blue  Mounds,  the  most 
dvanced  outpost  in  the  mines,  and  has  resided  there  ever  since, 
eing  by  four  years  at  least,  the  oldest  white  settler  in  the  county, 
he  isolated  position  he  thus  settled  upon,  will  be  apparent  from 
16  statement  of  a  few  facts.  The  nearest  settler  was  at  what  is 
>w  Dodgeville,  about  twenty-four  miles  distant  Mineral  Point 
id  most  of  the  other  diggings  where  villages  have  since  grown 
p,  had  not  then  been  discovered.  On  the  south-east,  the  nearest 
Duse  was  on  the  O'Plaine  river,  twelve  miles  west  of  Chi  :ago.  On 
le  east,  Solomon  Juneau  was  his  nearest  neighbor,  at  the  mouth 
f  the  Milwaukee  river;  and  on  the  north-east.  Green  Bay  was  the 
earest  settlement — Fort  Winnebago  not  then  having  been  pro- 
icted. 

The  coufitry  at  this  time  was  part  of  Michigan  Territory.  The 
drthem  boundary  of  Illhiois  was  so  vaguely  defined,  that  the 
iggerson  the  Mounds  voted  at  the  Shullsbnrg  precinct  for  con- 
ress  men  for  the  Sucker  State.  Soon  after  locating  at  this  place, 
Er.  Brioham  visited  Green  Bay  in  company  with  others,  to  attend 
D  Indian  council,  in  order  to  settle  on  certain  boundaries  between 
le  whites  and  red  men.  The  line  fixed  upon  was  drawn  from 
le  head  of  that  branch  of  the  Bine  Mounds  creek  that  heads 
ist  of  them,  to  that  branch  of  the  Pockat  makie  that  heads  east  of 
le  Mounds,  and  down  these  streams  to  the  Wisconsin  and  Rock 
fspectively.  The  Indians  biased  the  trees  along  this  line,  notify- 
igthe  whites  not  to  pai^s  it — a  prohibition  about  as  effectual  as 
10  whistling  of  the  wind. 
13 
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To  explain  the  reason  for  this  treatj,  it  may  not  be  amisa  to 
look  back  a  little  at  some  matters  of  diplomacy  connected  witb  the 
natives.  Some  time  between  the  years  1814  and  1818,  (we  have 
not  the  documents  at  hand,)  some  tribe  ceded  the  lead  region  to 
the  United  States.  As  the  real  owners  refused  to  be  bound  by  it, 
Governor  £DWAia)s,  of  Illinois,  as  Indian  Agent,  was  directed  to 
cede  it  back  again.  In  doing  this,  he  reserved  three  .leagues  at 
Prairie  du  Chieu,  together  with  such  other  tracts  as  the  President 
might  select,  not  in  all  exceeding  five  leagues.  This  is  the  sub- 
stance of  it  86  we  gather  from  report,  not  having  time  to  hunt  up 
the  treaty ;  but  under  it  the  War  Department  allowed  locations 
in  tracts  of  200  yards  square,  and  if  the  miner  found  no  mineral 
within  his  stakes,  he  pulled  them  up  and  and  set  them  down  again 
at  such  places,  and  as  often,  as  he  pleased.  The  effect  thus  was, 
that  the  whites  took  possession  of  pretty  much  the  whole  mininf 
region.  -It  was- in  consequence  of  complaints  growing  out  of  this 
confltruotion  of  the  treaty,  that  the  council  was  held,  and  the  new 
boundary  agreed  upon. 

In  1832  the  Black  Hawk  war  broke  out.  Tlie  Winnebagoes 
were  professedly  friendly,  but  it  was  evidently  a  kind  of  friendship 
not  to  be  relied  upon  in  case  of  a  reverse  to  the  whites.  To  guard 
against  surprise,  Mr.  B.  and  his  neighbors  built  a  block  house  in  a 
very  commanding  position  on  the  prairie  near  the  Mounds,  called 
^.^l£lf^  M&unds  Fort.''  Into  this  the  fpllowing  persons  withdrew) 
a^d  kept  up  a  regular  guard  day  and  night,  about  three  months,.to 
^it:  Ebenezer  Brigham,  Thomas  McCraney,  Esau  Johnson,  John 
C.  Kellogg,  Jeremiah  Lycan,  George  Force,  Emmerson  Qreen, 
William  Atijberry,  Jonathan  Ferrall,  John  Sherman,  Hugh  Bowen, 
Jiacob  Keith,  Alfred  Houghton,  — —  Houghton,  John  Dalby, 
James  Collins,  William  Collins,  Moses  Collins,  Harvey  Brock 
and  Frengh  Lake. 

After  SriLLMAif^s  defeat  in  May,  the  Sauks  spread  rapidly  over 
northern  Illinois,  for  purposes  of  massacre  and  plunder.  The  mnr- 
der  ofti)e  families  of  Messrs.  PEmoREw,  Davis,  and  part  of  that  of 
Mr.  Hall,  in  La  Salle  county,  is  generally  known^  and  of  no  far- 
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ther  importance  here,  than  is  connected  with  the  givir^g  np  of  the 
two  captives,  (Miss  Haixs.*)  It  seems  that  the  murderers  imme- 
diately fled  northward,  following  up  Rock  river  a  number  of  miles, 
and  finuUj  put  their  captives  into  the  hands  of  the  Winnebagoes, 
it  is  believed,  for  safe  keeping,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  better 
terms  of  peaoe  with  the  whites.  News  of  the  event  was  express* 
ed  to  the  Mound,  and  a  reward  of  $2000  offered  for  the  two  cap* 
tives.  Word  was  sent  to  Whttb  C&ow,  who  with  his  band  was 
encamped  somewhere  about  the  First  Lake.  The  result  was,  that' 
next  day  tht^  Indians  came  to  the  Fort  and  gave  them  np — and 
they  were  returned  to  their  surviviiig  friends — the  reward,  doubt- 
less, in  tJie  estimation  of  the  Indians,  outweighing  the  obligations 
of  friendship. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  departure  of  these  captives,  W^illiau 
AuBBRKT  was  murdered  at  a  spring  near  Mr.  Bbioham's  present 
residence,  by  the  Winnebagoes.  He  was  shot  from  his  horse,  and 
such  valuables  as  he  had  about  him  were  carried  off.  The  assas- 
sins escaped  punishment. 

About  twenty  days  after,  Geoboe  Force  and  Emmbbsoh  Gbkbn, 
while  out  on  a  scout,  were  set  upon  by  a  party  of  sixty  or  seventy 
Sauk  warriors,  in  view  of  the  fort,  and  both  killod.f  Had  the  In- 
dians not  stopped  about  half  an  hour  to  dancQ  aroand  and  mangle 
the  bodies  of  their  victims,  the  little  garrison  must  have  been  des- 
troyed, as,  owing  to  a  feeling  of  security,  only  six  were  left  in  the 


*  t*he  narratife  of  tbwe  captiTM  is  one  of  Hie  most  harrowing  incidents  of  Che  war. 
Ob  the  Slst  of  Maj,  1833,  the  families  of  Messrs.  Hall  aiid^Prrrioaaw  were  assembled 
Ik  the  hoase  of  Wiluam  Dati%  in  Indian  Greek  sttlement  The  first  iatimation  tbej 
lad  of  danger  wae  the  sudden  appearance  at  the  gate  of  some  aerentj  sarsges,  who 
malwd  into  the  house  and  butchered  all  its  inmates^  me'i,  women,  .and  children,  to  the 
nnasber  of  fifteen-^sparing  onl^r  these  two  sisters,  who  were  taken  capti?«s,  and  deli¥«r- 
«d  up  aa  above  stated.  Thej  were  well  treated,  aside  from  the  hardships  of  their  lapkl 
joamaf.  It  seems  scarcely  possible  at  this  daj,  that  such  tragedies  wane  enaeted  in  this 
cumUy  only  about  aevontaen  jean  ago. 

t  AvBSEY  was  killed  June  6th,  and  Forcb  and  Gkbeh  on  the  30th  of  that  month. 
€es  Smitu's  H;et.  Wis.,  1.  S73,  276. 
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Block  House  at  the  time.  The  delay  enabled  them  to  get  ready 
for  a  desperate  resistance,  and  the  warriors,  after  capturing  the 
horses  of  the  slain,  made  off,  without  daring  to  assault  the  fort. 

To  follow  iip  the  events  of  this  war  :  The  army  had  moved  up 
as  far  as  Fort  Atkinson.  Getting  short  of  provisions,  Col.  Dodgb, 
with  several  oompames,  was  soht  to  Fort  Winnebago  for  snpp  ies. 
On  hia  return,  he  struck  off  towards  the  Bock  river  rapids,  ia 
order,  if  possible,  to  get  scent  of  the  Indians.  He  struck  on  their 
trail  east  of  the  Crawfish,  and  immediately  gave  chase.  He  fol- 
lowed directly  west,,  ere  ssing  the  Catfish  near  where  the  present 
bridge  stands^  on  the  eastern  confines  of  Madison,  thence  over 
the  hill,  and  across  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  capitol  and 
public  square.  At  the  head  of  Fourth  Lake  he  found  an  encamp, 
ment  they  had  left  not  many  hours  previous.  Pushing  on  some 
eight  or  ten  milesi  they  overtook  and  killed,  an  Indi^,*  and  at 
the  crossing  a  little  below  Sauk  Prairie,  they  came  up  with  the 
main  body.  A  battle  immediately  took  place,  in  which  fifteen 
Indians  and  one  white  man  were  killed,  and  nuinberd  on  both  sidea 
wounded.  The  battle  of  Bad  Axe  and  surrender  of  Black  Hawk, 
soon  after  closed  the  war. 

In  these  details  we  have  confined  ourselves  as  nearly  as  posai^ 
ble  to  occurrences  within  the  limits  of  Dane  county.  Our  friend 
Brigham  claims  nothing  on  the  score  of  military  service,  although 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  ^^  rough  and  tumble^'  of  the  times. 
In  1836  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  was  organized,  embracing  the 
present  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  north-west  territory.     He  was 


*  Wklum  Foici^  one  of  the  gmnitoo  who  wm  mnanerad,  had  a  hernvj  gold  walefa, 
by  which  the  hoara  ol  atmudiog  guard  wert  regulated.  At  the  time  he  was  killed  it 
was  iu  hia  poeket,  mod  was  takeu — ^hia  bod/  and  limba  being  chopped  in  pieeea.  aad 
acattered  about  on  the  prairie.  A  abort  time  after  the  6ght  at  the  ferrj,  WALLra  Bjo/wmm^ 
who  waa  a  trader  residing  at  the  head  of  Fourth  I«ake,  waa  out  on  the  trail,  and  picked 
op  (iTe  or  aijc  Indian  anddlee,  the  horaea  ha?ing  given  out  in  the  retreat  On  oomiag  op 
to  the  bod  J  of  thia  aaTage,  he  found  the  prairie  fire  had  paaaed  oyer  it,  oonaumiog  hia 
pack  and  clothing.  1  he  watch  of  Force  waa  found  in  the  aahea,  apd  identified  by  Mr* 
BuGBAii  a  day  or  two  after.  RowAir  kept  the  watch  oTer  ten  years  before  finally  part- 
ing with  it 


dented  a  member  of  the  flhft  conncil — the  gession 'being' flrtt 
heldnt  Belmont,  and  the  second  one  at  Biirlihgton,  lo'^a.  The 
'district  at  that  time  consisted  of  the  territory  embraced  in  thb  pre* 
sent  counties  of  Grant,  lowa^  Lafayette,'  Gi^efD,  iM  part  6f  I)kh& 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  samie'dffiee'in  '^8|  -and  U^M  fbur  yeah. 
The  district  ihen'consi^t^d  of  thb  countieir-^  Diane,  Gr'eft^,- ITc^- 

• 

jSeraon,  Dodge  and-  Sank.  '  His  Ia8t'electi6n  to  H;be  legliKCtire',  "wsia 
mt  the  first  sesiion  tinder  the  Estate* constitcilSoli — the  district  being 
some  doxen'or  siicteen  town^.  ■.  ' ''"  *' 

• 

In  the  twenty  odd  yeats  of  Mr.  IJ.'^s  residence  in  this  region, 
what  wonderful  changes  have  passed  before  him !  For  severd 
years  after  his  coming,  the  savages  were*sb)e  lords  of  the  sot!.  A 
large  Indian  village  stood  near  the  month  of  Token  Creek ;  anoth- 
er stood  on  the  ridge  between  the  Second  and  Third  Lake,  in  plain 
view  of  our  present  location ;  and  their  wigwams  were  scattered 
all  along  the  streams,  the  remains  of  their  gardens,  &c.  being  still 
visible.  Then  there  was  not  a  civilized  village  in  the  state,  of  any 
considerable  size.  When  the  capitol  was  located  here,  he  was 
the  nearest  settler  to  it — twenty  fonr  miles  distant!  He  stood  on 
this  gronnd  before  its  selection  as  the  seat  of  government  was 
thonght  of,  and  from  the  enchanting  beanty  of  the  spot  predicted 
that  a  village  would  be  built  here.  Fort  Winnebago  was  com- 
menced in  1828,  under  the  superintendence  of  Maj.  Twiggs  and 
Ool.  Harney,  and  the  protection  it  afforded  greatly  promoted  and  ex- 
tended immigration.  The  in-rolling  flood  has  now  reached  300,000 
— ^hundreds  of  villages  have  sprnng  up— and  every  thing  has 
changed.  From  being  himself  the  sole  population  of  Dane,  he 
now  counts  but  one  in  16,000.  Nothing  remains  of  the  Indians 
bat  their  graves.  He  has  seen  a  savage  people  pass  off  the  stage, 
mnd  a  civilized  one  come  upon  it — and  all  with  a  rapidity  which 
most  appear  to  him  like  a  dream. 

We  have  thus  imperfectly  sketched  some  of  the  incidents  in  the 
life  of  the  first  settler  in  Dane,  with  a  brief  statement  of  some  of 
the  leading  events  which  have  passed  in  review  before  him.  Al- 
though gray  hairs  cover  his  head,  he  still  enjoys  robust  health, 
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and  his  strai^gbt  form  and  elastic  step  ebow  that  age  eite  lightlj 
npon  him.  We  are  inclined  to  attribute  bis  exemption  from  tbe 
common  ills  pf  life  to  tbe  fact,  that  be  never  sought  an  office^  or 
^ei^t  a  fymgrj  im>n  from  lus  door  without  food.  He  has  a  large 
fi^ijd  of  Yf^lnable  local  bigtorj/with  .anecdotes  of  ^^ng  syne*' 
worthy  of  being  preserved  for  future  times.  Altogether  he  as  a 
;f^oble  specimen  of  the  gentleman  of  the  olden  time,  with  a  repu- 
tatioii  as  favorably  as  it  is  widely  known.  The  pe(^le  of  this 
county  without  distinction  of  party,  we  Jknow  will  all  unite  with 
us  in  wishing  him  many  years  yet  of  health,  prosperityi  and  hap- 
piness. 

Hadisoo,  Nov,  SO,  1849. 


•  1     ■ .    ' 


..  •  ■», 


.  I  .■ 


•  •   'i 


•     •   ■  ■'     •     ■     ' I    '       ,  •■  ■    i  M         1 !  I  t  -       ■    '      ■  Jit  •    j     -*    ■ .    '1 


v.- 


Mii'il" 


AFPBIIDXZ  Ho.  t. 


.1/ 

I...I, 

M-lJ 

-rllltj: 

ill^l     Ui.i 

*.l 

Hii"i  ■  ^ 

wHJ 

1  1 

.1. 

r 

SKETCH  OF  OALlTMEl  OOUNTT. 

BY  THOMAS  OAMHUOX,  OF  TH8  BROTHBRIOWN  DIDZAZnk 

Although  the  history  of  Calamet  county  may  be  found  less  in- 
teresting than  that  of  her  more  wealthy  sisters  throughout  our 
yonng,  flourishing  and  prosperous  State,  yet,  such  as  it  is,  I  very 
cheerfully  communicate  it  to  you. 

I  think  it  was  not  until  the  year  1840,  that  Oalumet  county  was 
first  set  off,  and  organized  for  judicial  purposes.^  Previous  tg 
that  time,  what  now  constitutes  Oalumet,  was  recognized  as  a  part 
of  Brown  county,  and  was  first  taken  possession  of  by, the  Stock* 
bridge  and  Brothertown  Indians ;  two  or  three  families  of  each  of 
those  tribes  having  removed  there  in  the  winter  of  1881.  It  was 
then  a  dense  forest  of  very  heavy  timber,  and  the  only  roads  or 
improvement  of  any  kind,  then  existing  within  the  present  limits 
of  Oalumet,  were  a  few  Henomonee  Indian  trails.  About  the 
year  1830,  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Westfall  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  what  is  now  Oalumet,  and  pretended  to  keep  a 


*  Oalnmet  eouDtj  was  Mt  off  from  Brown  countj.  Dec.  1, 1836,  organixed  for  oounM" 
yinposea,  Jan.  6, 1840,  and  on  tiielbDowing  13&  AvguatyirasdSaotginiiad,  andattaehad 
t»  Brawn.  It  was  raHtyanlsid  for  oaontj  ]nirpoKa,  Fab.  1 8, 1849,  fwiaining  in  JudidM 
eonnaction  with  Brown  nntil  the  formation  of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Jan.  39;  1844,  ta 
wUdi  it  was  aittaelMd  fbr  Jndidal  psrpoaaa.    It  wtt  at  length  Mly  ovgantlMd,  Fah.  5, 
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tavern  on  the  military  road  leading  from  Green  Bay  to  Fort  Win- 
nebago, which  road  was  commenced  about  that  time.  But  Buch 
a  tavern !  The  writer  of  this  sketch  well  remembers  the  time 
"when  he  called  at  the  aforesaid  tavern,  drenched  with  cold  rain, 
and  asking  for  breakfast  for  himself,  and  baiting  of  some  kind  for 
his  horse,  but  unfortunately  could  obtain  neither.  The  landlord 
had  gone  to  Green  Bay,  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty-five  miles, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  bringing  home  a  back-load  of 
proviBionB.  I  think  I  can  safely  ^ay,  that  these  were  times,  that 
not  only  "tried  men's  souls,"  but  their  appetites  also. 

The  8tockbridge  and  Brothertown  Indians  continued  to  emigrate 
yearly  from  the  State  of  N^w  York,  and  joined  their  friends  in 
Calumet  county  ;  and  up  to  1840,  the  county  contained  about  230 
Btockbridge,  and  about  300  Brothertown  Indians,  and  only  about 
three  whites-— to  wit :  the  tavern  keeper  before  alluded  to,  the  Eer 
Cutting  Mabsh,  a  missionary  among  the  Stockbridge  IndiaoB, 
and  Moody  Mann,*  a  mill-right,  who  superintended  the  erection 
of  the  first  grist  and  saw  mill  in  our  county  for  the  Brothertown 
Indians.  Similar  mills  were  built  by  the  Stockbridge  Indiana,  or 
rather  by  Daniel  Wihtney,  by  their  consent,  having  been  erected 
upon  their  lands.  All  these  mills  were  built  about  1836-7,  and 
for  several  years  after  their  erection,  the  people  of  Oshkoeh,  on 
the  west  side  of  Winnebago  Lake,  got  all  their  milling  done  at 
these  mills,  as  did  also  the  people  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  a  large 
number  of  inhabitants  from  the  north-eastern  portion  of  Fond  da 
Lac  county  get  their  milling  done  to  this  day  at  the  Brothertown 
Indian  mills.  About  two  years  ago,  there  was  another  saw-mill 
"built,  in  what  is  called  KUlSnake  Settlement^  by  William  Ubm- 
BTON,  about  fourteen  miles  north-east  of  the  Brothertown  milla ; 
and  this  spring  I  have  learned  that  another  saw  mill  has  just  been 
put  in  operation  in  Cbarlestown,  about  twelve  miles  easterly  from 
the  Brothertown  mills.  There  is  yet  anc  ther  saw-mill  in  our  coun- 
ty, built  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  it  does  not  do  much  businesa. 

.   *  Hob.  Mooot  lliinr,  Judge  of  C«luaiet  oouotj,  died  ia  that  ceun^,  in  Dec  Id&L 

Xi*  o<  t^% 
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la  the  year  1839,  the  Brotbertown  lodiaog  petitioned  CoDgreafl 
for  citizeD^liip,  wliich  was  granted,  add  they  are  no«r  enjoying  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immanities  of  other  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  In  1843,  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians  also  petitioned  for  citizensliip,  and  were  likewise 
admitted ;  but  a  portion  of  them  remonstrated  from  the  xmtrset, 
and  finally  succeeded  in  shirking  out;  and,  since  that  time,  those 
jwho  desired  and  embraced  citizenship  have  sent  a  delegation  to 
Washington  to  get  set  back  again  as  Indians,  and  it  is  said  they 
have  agreed  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  census  of  Calumet  oonnty  in  1850,  gave  1746  iDhabitants, 
of  whom  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  Stodcbridge,  and  four 
hundred  Brotbertown  Indians.  For  several  years  past,  much  pre- 
judice has  existed  abroad  with  regard  to  this  county  and  its  in- 
liabitants;  the  former  was  believed  to  be  too  cold  to  permit  the 
growth  of  ordinfary  crops,  and  the  latter  deemed  as  poor  degradied 
savages,  destitute  of  the  common  comforts  of  civilization,  and 
withont  any  principles  of  morality^  and  people  scarcely  dared  to 
pass  through  our  oonnty,  for  fear  of  being  scalped^  But  since 
they  faffve  learned  that  the  Indians  are  an  agricultural,  mechanic 
eal  and  mann&ctnring  people,^  that  they  live,  dress  and  talk  like 
other  ^*  human  critters,"  (having  entirely  lost  theit  language,  the 
Brothertowns  in  particular,)  that  they  have  th^ir  own  common 
schools  in  operation,  public  officers,  churches  and  preachers,  and 
the  fact  that  travelers  frequently  get  nearly  through  the  town  with* 
out  being  aware  of  it,  and  then  enquire  how  far  it  is  to  Brother- 
town, — I  say,  since  the  people  are  beginning  to  become  acquainted 
with  these  facts,  they  begin  to  entertain  a  little  more  respect  for 
Oalumet  county  and  her  population. 

Yes,  sir,  the  time  has  been  when  Oalumet  county  was  consider- 
^  to  be  the  very  sink-hole  of  vice  and  iniquity,  and  acting  upon 
that  belief  in  some  instances,  horse-thieves  and  gamblers  have 
«ought  to  obtain  a  shelter  here  from  the  iron  clutches  of  the  law ; 
but  when  they  have  found  the  Indians  ready  and  willing  to  turn 
14 
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ont  en  mc^sse^  and  surroiiTid  and  search  honses  in  the  d«ad  of  night 
where  it  was  supposed  these  kind  of  gentry  were  concealed,  they 
have  generally  made  extremely  short  visits,  being  both  ocularly 
and  mentally  convinced  that  oar  county  was  a  very  unsafe  asy- 
lum for  persons  of  their  stamp. 

For  the  last  six  months  or  more  there  has  been  a  constant  tide 
of  emigration  setting  into  our  county.  Scarcely  a  day,  or  week, 
at  least,  passes,  but  teams  are  seen  passing  into  dur  county  loaded 
with  goods  and  families,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  Calumet 
doubled  her  population  in  one  year  from  this  time. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know,  that  the  first  steamboat  that  over 
graced  the  crystal  bosom  of  Lake  Winnebago,  was  built  in  our 
county  by  the  Brothertown  Indians,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Petek  HoTKLnro,  who  was  a  white  man,  and  the  captain  of  said 
boat.  She  was  called  the  Manchester,  and  is  still  running  on  the 
lake  under  the  name,  I  think,  of  the  Fountain  Oity.  We  hmr% 
obtained  a  charter  for  a  plank-road  from  Manchester  to  Sbebqy* 
gan,  a  distance  of  thirty- five  miles,  which  will  pass  through  one 
mi  the  finest  portions  of  the  state,  in  regard  to  the  fertility  of  its 
soil,  its  water  power,  and  its  lofty  groves  of  pine  and  othef  tiar 
ber  for  lumbering  purposes.  Oahusot  county  is  about  sixteen  by 
twenty-five  miles  in  size. 

Manchester,  April  29, 1861. 
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SKETOH  OF  KIOHLAND  COUNTY. 

BT  IRA  8.  HASCLTINB^  ESQ* 

In  accordance  with  the  reqneat  of  the  State  Historical  Society 
of  Wisconsini  I  have  prepared  this  brief  sketch  of  Bichland  ooan* 
ty: 

Oniia  county  was  organised  for  jndidid  purposes  May  1st,  1880| 
and  now  forma  part  of  the  fifth  jndieial  cirenit.  It  has  an  area  of 
aixteeo  sectional  townships  in  a  sqnar^  form,  with  also  some  frao- 
tionml  townships  npcfn  the  Wiseotasin  river,  which  constitntes  its 
sonthem  bosindary.  It  has  fbnr  very  considerable  mill  streami 
running  from  the  north  to  the  eonth  timmgh  thecotttit]r,and  emp* 
tying  into  the  Wisconsin.  These  etreame  ai4,  Bear  Greek  in  the 
e^Atempart  of  the  ooontyi  Phi»  tiyer  raaning  throngh  the  central 
por^ioni  £%gle  oreek  more  westedji  and  Knapp'k' creek  in  the  ex* 
tfame  westecs  part  of  tiia.ce«|i4|]fi«  Xhose  seTend  atreamsy  with 
iheir  nnmerons  tributaries,  abundantly  supply  all  parts  of  the 
eoaaly  wilh  the  beat  of  wateir^  whkk  la  almost  invariably  soft 
Tbhesof  diffetent  kfnds,  including  pike,  pickerel,  catfish,  mullet^ 
nccors,  and  the  specified  trout,  are  found  in  great  abundance. 

Bichlaad  county  has  a  plmty  of  tiie  beat  timber  of  various  kinds^ 
tei^irit:  maple,  ash,  elm,  oak,  basswood,  butternut,  watntit,  and 
some  beautiful  groves  of  pine  andpoplar.  Ihe  face  of  the  coun* 
try  is  diversified  by  hills  and  vaUeya,  with  numerous  spriogs  oi 
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pure  soft  water.  There  are  some  very  prettj  prairies,  surrounded 
by  groves  of  heavy  timber.  Some  lead  and  copper  ore  have  been 
discovered  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  an  extensive 
marble  quarry  has  been  opened  in  the  valley  of  Bear  creek.  All 
the  stone  is  to  be  found  in  qnarriee,  and  none  scattered  promiscu- 
ously upon  the  surface  of  the  soil.  There  are  many  large  tracts 
of  well- watered  and  rich  land  in  this  county — hence  the  appropri- 
ateness of  its  name,  Richland.  * 

Of  natural  curiosities,  perhaps  there  is  in  the  whole  western 
country  none  greater,  than  the  Natural  Bridge  over  Pine  river. 
It  is  of  rock,  from  forty  to  sixty  feet  high,  and  over  half  a  mile 
in  length,  extending  into  a  level  country,  with  a  beautiful  arch 
sufficiently  largo  for  the  passage  of  the  waters  of  Pine  river,  even 
in  times  of  flood.  This  rock  bridge  is  perfectly  solid  for  thirty  feet 
above  the  water,  and  covered  on  the  top  with  a  beautiful  grove  of 
thrifty  pine.  The  rock  is  a  species  of  sand  stoiie,  about  four  rods 
wide,  and  its  sides  perpendicular  the  whole  length.  It  forms  a  great 
natural  water  power,  and  shelter  for  man  and  beast  The  Indians, 
it.  is  related,  used  to  aaaembla .  here  in  great  numbers,  to  worship. 
The  chief  or  principal  speaker  oauaually  stood  upon  the  top  of  the 
rock,  while  his  aadienoe  remained  below.  Another  very  conaid- 
erable  curiosity  in  our  county,  is  tho  Warm  Cave,  which  sends  forth 
a  warm  current  of  air  at  aU  seasons  of  the  year. 

This  county  is  settling  very  rapidly  by  •an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising population,  almost  wholly  Americans.*  Its  agricultural, 
mineral  and  lumbering  resource^  together  with  its  proximity  td 
ain  extensive  mining  country,  and  its  faoilitleB  fbr  market,  form 


*  ▲  writir  in  a  iteent  nvmber  of  tlid  Platleyillt  Ameiiaim,  who  dgM  hluMllf  "A»  Old 
Piopcer/'  njB  that  h%  explored,  in  1848,  tha  ▼ijd  parts  0f  ftask  aod  RichIaB4  oooiiUM^ 
in  the  latter  of  which  ecareely  a  aection  of  land  had  been  entered,  althoogh  it  had  been 
in  market  four  or  fiTe  jeara.  The  entire  |x>pQbdon  of  Richland  county  did  not  exceed 
sdoaen  fimilieaDnabering  thirty  aoole^  who  wvs  mostly  aompoaed  of  thieaonaof  Aim* 
Bpd  who  had  retired  from  the  busy  haonta  of  m^  to  ponue  the  chaae,  and  enjoy  tha 
chamiBof  aolitude.  Richland  City  was  foaoded  by  Issac  H  Wsllace.  who  erectM  tha 
firbt  log  cabin  theris  late  in  the  autumn  ^f  1849.  T^  population  of  the  county,  which 
WiaSISfaiiaS0>iio#asliiMMalSa00.-''-'    <' *'-    '  ^"'  'l.o.d. 
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great  inducements  to  settlement  and  cultivation.  There  are  sever- 
al thriving  villages  already  teeming  with  life  and  animation. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Richland  City,  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  a  very  pretty  stream  called  Willow  Creek ;  and  seven 
miles  still  higher  up  on  Pine,  is  the  new  county-seat,  Richland 
Center,  situated  on  a  beautiful  prairie  with  scattering  shade  trees, 
and  the  whole  surrounded  by  noble  groves  of  thrifty  timber^  At 
this  place  is  an  excellent  water  power,  and  mills  are  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection.  This  promising  town  is  just  springing  into  vig- 
orous life  and  activity.  Richmond,  the  former  county-seat,  is  also 
a  pretty  village,  situated  on  the  Wisconsin  river. 
Richland  Osnter,  Dec.  15, 185B. 
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WISCONSIN  GEOGRAPHICAL  NAME3. 

BV  ALFRED  BBUKSON. 

To  the  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society : 

The  object  ot  forming  the  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  is  to 
gather  materials  for  the  formation  of  a  correct  history  of  the  State, 
and  to  preserve  from  oblivion  such  incidents,  names,  &c.,  as  will 
be  of  use  in  compiling  such  a  history.  And  to  aid  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  design,  in  one  particular,  I  respectfully  suggest 
the  propriety  of  collecting  the  original  Indian  and  French  names 
of  the  State,  of  counties,  towns,  rivers,  lakes  and  mountains,  and 
attach  to  each  the  signification  in  English ;  and  also  the  deriva- 
tion of  all  purely  English  names. 

That  my  design  may  be  understood,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
contribute  my  limited  knowledge  in  this  matter,  I  will  give  a  list 
as  far  as  they  now  occur  to  mind;  and  at  the  same  time  request 
such  corrections  and  additions  as  may  be  necessary  to  perfect  it. 

If  editors,  and  others,  who  live  on  the  spot,  and  have  the 
means  of  reliable  information,  will  take  some  pains  to  correct  any 
errors  in  this,  and  to  enlarge  the  number  of  names,  and  publish 
them,  an  accurate  vocabulary  of  names  may  be  obtained,  of  which 
the  future  historian  may  avail  himself,  to  the  interest  and  edifica- 
tion of  the  reader. 

In  doing  thi?,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  giving  the  name 
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of  the  Tribe  of  Indiaas,  from  whose  language  the  Indian  name 
of  a  place  or  a  thing  is  derived,  if  known.  The  importance  of 
this  distinction  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  and  from  the  fact  that 
the  same  thing  is  differently  named  bj  different  tribes ;  and  in  the 
iiifferent  languages,  tongues  or  dialects  of  the  Indians,  slight  vari- 
ations in  sound  may  have  given  rise  to  different  spellings,  and 
hence  an  apparently  different  name,  while,  in  fact  the  same  name 
is  intended.  For  instance,  Manitowoc^  if  from  the  Chippewa,  or 
Oj  i bo wa,^  should  be  Jfiin<r(it;(> — a  general  name  of  spirit.  The 
prefix  or  termination  gives  the  kind  of  spirit  intended.  Mun-, 
edoo  i^A  means  Devil^  or  Evil  Spirit,  in  Ojibowa.  OwJceaha-mune^ 
doo  is  God,  or  Good  Spirit  Woe  may  be  intent Wd  for  owTcy  and 
munito  may  be  intended  for  munedoOj  and  if  so,  Munedoo-owh 
alias  Manitowoc,  when  applied  to  the  Islands  in  Lake  Michigan, 
or  the  river  emptying  into  it,  probably  signifies  the  habitation  of 
the  Good  Spirit.  The  perversion  or  corruption  of  the  word  may 
be  from  the  imperfect  understanding,  or  imperfect  orthography  of 
the  white  n-^an  of  the  Indian  language,  or  it  may  have  been  de- 
rived from  the  Menomonee,  or  some  other  tribe  of  Indians,  who 
use  the  word  a  little  differently  from  the  Ojibowas. 

I  am  not  an  Ojibowa  scholar,  but  have  a  work  by  Peter  Jones,  a 
celebrated  missionarj'^,  from  wliich  I  derive  the  above  orthogra- 
phy of  the  word,  but  if  I  am  not  right,  will  some  one  be  so  good 
as  to  put  me  so. 

But  to  the  general  list  of  names ;  and  firat  of  the  State.  Tlie 
State  derives  its  name  from  the  principal  river  which  runs  cen- 
trally through  jt.  The  Chippewas  upon  its  head  waters  call  this 
river  WeeaTcon-san  which  signifies  " the  gathering  of  the  waters." 
They  gave  it  this  name,  as  an  Indian  trader  infurmicd  me,  on  ac- 
count of  its  numerous  branches'near  its  head  concentrating  into  one 
stream,  which  afterwards  runs  so  great  a  distance  with  but  com- 
paratively few  principal  branches  to  swell  its  current.    The  French 


*  Dr.  Morse,  in  his  Report  of  his  Indian  Tour  of  1S20,  speaks  of  "  an  old  Ottowa 
chief  liTing  at  Ma^nU'Cu-WLuk-Ahi  rivtr  of  bad  tpiritt**  See  the  deflattion  in  the  fol- 
lowing paper,  bgr  Mr,  Uatbawaj.  L.  0.  D. 
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voyager  called  it  Ouisconsiny  the  first  syllable  of  which  comes 
nearer  to  the  Bonnd  of  the  Indian  than  does  Wis.  The  second 
syllable  of  the  French,  if  yon  gire  the  c  its  hard  sonnd,  is  more 
like  kon  than  eon*  bnt  the  last  syllable  (sin)  is  evidently  a  devia- 
tion from  the  Indian  both  in  the  English  and  French.  An  attempt 
was  made,  a  few  years  since,  to  restore  the  second  syllable  of  this 
name  to  its  original  Indian  sound  by  substituting  k  for  o,  but  this 
would  not  restore  either  the  first  or  the  last.  The  attempt,  how- 
ever, was  unpopular,  and  the  Legislature  solemnly  decreed  that 
the  name  should  be  spelled  Wisconsin^  and  this,  probably  more 
from  opposition  to  the  individual  who  attempted  the  restoration, 
than  from  correct  literary  taste,  or  any  regard  for  the  original  In- 
dian name. 

OF    COUNTIEa. 

Adams, — K"amed'in  honor  of  President  Adams. 

Brown. — In  honor  of  Gen.  Brown  of  the  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Crawford. — In  honor  of  W.  H.  Crawford,  Sec.  oi  TJ.  S.  Treas. 

Columbia. — From  Columbus. 

Calumet. — Indian — pipe  of  peace;  the  name  said  to  have  been 
given  to  the  place  on  account  of  the  different  tribes  frequently 
holding  peace  councils  there,  when  they  smoke  the  Calumet  or 
pipe  of  peace. 

Chippewa — From  the  river  of  that  name — Indian,  Ojibowa. 
Several  bands  of  this  tribe*settled  on  its  head  waters,  to  which 
they  fought  their  way,  about  120  years  since,  from  Lake  Superior, 
against  the  Dacotah  or  Sioux,  and  gave  their  name  io  the  river  in 
honor  of  their  victory. 

Dane. — ^In  honor  of  the  author  of  the'ordinance  of  1787. 

Dodge. — In  honor  of  Gov.  Dodge. 

JFbnd  du  Lac. — ^The  head  or  fountain  of  the  Lake — Winnebago^ 
The  same  name  is  also  given  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior. 

Orant. — From  the  river  which  took  its  name  from  one  Grant,  a 
trapper,  who  bad  his  cabin  on  its  bank. 

Greene. — In  honor  ot  Gen.  Greene,  of  the  Revolnttoo. 
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Iowa. — From  sn  Indian  tribe  who  once  inhabited  tEe  counfrj. 

Jtfferaon. — In  honor  of  Picaident  Jefferson. 

Z(ifayeUe,^ln  honor  of  Gen.  Lafiijette. 

Za  Pointe, — From  the  point  of  Magdalene  Island  in  Lake  Sa- 
perior,  on  which  a  trading  post  and  village  are  situated. 

Marquette. — In  honor  of  the  French  discoverer  of  the  country, 

Milwaukee. — From  the  river  of  that  name.  It  is  ludian. — 
[Will  some  Milwaukecan  give  tho  meaning?] 

Pvfiage. — ^This  county  took  its  na»ne  originally,  from  the  port- 
age between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers.  But  when  the  coan« 
ty  was  divided,  the  representative  from  it,  hailing  from  the  north 
part  of  it,  with  a  view,  it  is  said,  to  keep  the  record  books,  and 
thereby  save  a  few  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  new  ones,  managed 
to  retain  the  name  f  >r  the  north  part  of  it,  in  which  is  Plover  Por* 
agey  calling  the  south  part  Columbia, 

Racine. — From  the  French  name  of  the  Root  or  principal  river 
in  it  [Will  some  citizen  there  tell  us  what  root  was  so  abundant 
upon  it  as  to  give  it  the  name  ?] 

Richland.— ^0  called  on  account  of  the  richness  of  the  soil. 

Rock. — From  Rock  prairie  within  its  limits;  and  this  from  a 
large  rock  located  on  it. 

Shehaygtm. — From  its  principal  river.  [Will  some  one  tell  ua 
what  the  word  means  fj 

Si.  Croim.—T[\Q  holy  cross — ^the  name  given  to  the  lake  and  riv- 
er upon  which  it  borders,  by  the  French  missionaries,  because  it 
enters  the  Mississippi  nearly  at  right  angles,  and  because  the 
waters  of  it  when  high,  are  of  a  dark  red  color,  being  stained  by 
the  roots  of  the  tamarack  which  abound  in  its  head  branches. 

8avk. — From  Sauk  Prairie  within  its  limits,  which  took  its  name* 
from  the  Sauk  Indians,  who  once  had  their  principal  village  upon 
it. 

WaBhinglon. — In  honor  of  Gen.  Washington. 
Waukffsha, — From  the  ludian  name  of  its  principal  river.     It 
signifies  F  >:()  probably  from  the  number  foxes  taken  upon  it. — 
[la  it  Menomonee,  Putawotome,  or  whatf] 

15  • 
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Wmnebago. — From  the  lake  of  that  name,  which  took  its  name 
from  the  Indian^tribe. 

Walworth. — In  honor  of  Chaneellor  Walworth. 

OF  PLAGES,  LAKXS,  BITERS,  AND  MOUNTAINS. 

Prairie  du  Chien — Dog's  Prairie — From  a  Sauk  chief  of  that 
name  who  had  his  village  on  it  when  first  visited  bj  the  Frexich 
voyagers. 

Prairie  La  Cro89e — From  the  French  name  of  a  "ball  club," 
crooked  or  hooked  at  the  end.  When  the  Frei  ch  first  visited  the 
country,  the  neighboring  tribes  were  in  the  habit  every  summer  of 
meeting  on  this  prairie  for  their  annual  ball  play.  At  these  games 
each  tribe  took  a  side,  and  often  staked  all  they  had  at  command. 

Monttrempe'Veau — ^The  mountain  that  stands  in  the  water.  It 
rises  in  the  form  of  an  oval  cone  or  natural  pyramid,  from  a  base 
80  rods  long  by  40  wide,  to  about  300  feet  high,  and  is  entirely 
surrounded  by  water.  It  contains  an  extensive  den  of  yellow  rat- 
tle snakes,  from  which  they  swim  in  the  spring,  and  to  which  they 
return  in  the  same  way  in  the  &11. 

Lac  Flambeau — ^Torch  Lake.  A  collection  of  five  small  lakes, 
of  from  thr^e  to  five  miles  in  length,  and  from  twenty  rods  to  half 
a  mile  in  width.  On  these  lakes  a  band  of  Chippewas  settled, 
about  120  years  ago,  to  which  they  fought  their  way  against  the 
Sioux  on  one  hand,  and  the  Sauks  aud  Foxes  on  the  other.  The 
lakes  abounded  in  fish,  which  were  taken  by  torch  light,  from 
which  the  French  traders  gave  it  the  name  of  Lao  Flambeait. 

Lao  CourteoreUle"  Short  Ears. — ^It  is  said  that  when  the  French 
traders  first  visited  this  lake  called  Ottawa^  a  band  of  Ottawas  oc- 
cupied its  banks,  who  had  cut  the  rims  off  their  ears,  making 
them  short;  from  which  the  Indians,  their  lake,  and  the  river  run- 
ding  from  it  into  the  Chippewa,  received  this  singular  name. 

Mountain  of  the  Stare — ^A  natural  mound  some  thirty  miles  in 
circumference,  and  several  hundred  feet  high  ;  from  its  base  and 
sides  the  Biack  river  flows  to  the  south,  L'eau  Olaire  and  Yellow 
rivers — branches  of  the  Chippewa — to  the  west,  and  two  branches 
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of  the  Wisconsin  river  to  the  east    It  is  said  to  be   covered  with' 
pine  timber,  and  its  rocks  and  sands  to  abound  in   indications  of 
copper,  or  some  richer  ore.    The  Indian  name  is  not  recollected| 
bnt  signifies  the  MountcUU  of  the  Star^i  i^ul  was  so  called  by  them 
on  account  of  its  lofty  peaks. 

I  shall  continue  to  collect  these  names  and  their  origin,  and  if 
others,  and  especially  editors,  will  do  the  same  and  publish  them, 
the  historical  object  contemplated  will  be  accomplished.  The 
above  is  yet  imperfect,  and  is  open  to  amendments  and  corrections; 
and  it  is  but  a  small  portioA  of  the,  names  worthy  of  collection 
and  preservation. 

Prairie  du  Chien,  June  11th,  1849.     ^ 
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INDlANf  NAMES, 


BY  JOfiHUA  HATHAWAT,.  K<^ 

.■■■'■ 

To  thd  Cor,  Seo,  of  the  Wisconsin  Ilvftorical  Society : 

Following  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Brunson  in  his  interesting  com- 
jDiinication  to  your  Society  of  the  llth  ultimo,  I  propose  to  con- 
tribate  a  portion  of  the  aboriginal  names  of  places  and  rivers  in 
oar  State,  with  their  signification,  when  known,  and  their  present 
corrnption  in  spelling  and  pronunciation. 

Much  of  the  corruption  in  the  pronunciation  of  Indian  nameSi 
has  arisen  from  the  want  of  a  simple  mode  of  spelling,  and  from 
an  inaccurate  habit  of  pronouncing  words,  when  correctly  spelled. 
Thus,  in  orthography,  the  sounds  au,  aim,  ee,  are  ipcorrectly  ex- 
pressed by  a,  an,  and  e;  and  the  orthography  au,  ahn  and  ee,  is 
inaccurately  pronounced  by  a,  an  and  e,  or  y — for  example,  Wav^ 
Jcee-Bhahy  is  incorrectly  spelled  Wakesha^  and  inaccurately  pro- 
nounced, (though  very  commonly,)  Walkyshaw, 

One  more  suggestion :  When  the  double  vowel  ee  occurs  in 
the  orthography  of  an  Indian  word,  the  syllable  should  have  a 
thin,  prolonged  accent,  more  especially  when  it  forms  the  middle 
syllable. 

MUwavkee^  or  Milouaquiy  of  the  early  French  settlers,  is  de- 
rived from  the  Indian  name  of  our  own  river,  Mahna waukcs 
leepe,  first  and  third  syllables  accented.  The  word  is  Pottawatta- 
mie probably  ;  and  the  early  French  traders  gave  different  signi- 
ficationa  to  it,  so  that  no  one  of  them  is  reliable. 
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Sh^HAffjan^  or  Ohehoiff'-an  of  the  early  maps,  Is  from'the Indian 
name,  Shawhwa  way-Jeuriy  half-accent  on  the  first,  and  fall  accent 
on  the  third  syllable ;  the  word  or  sentence  (most  likely  Chippewa,) 
expresses  a  tradition  *^  that  a  great  nciise,  coming  under  ground 
from  the  region  of  Lake  Superior,  was  heard  at  thi^  river." 

Manttouioacy  or  Demies  den. — ^The  tradition  of  the  Indians  is, 
that  a  nondescript  being  was  several  times  observed  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river;  hence  the  name. 

Ne^ho-Uth^  or  Twins,  now  known  as  Two  Rivers.  A  glance  at 
the  place,  or  at  the  map,  showd  how  appropriate  the  name. 

Ketoau-nw  Hi  ver,  on  Lake  Michigan,  east  of  the  head  of  Green 
Bay,  signifies  Prairie  Hen.  It  was  formerly  known  as  Wo  >d*a 
river  in  the  sketch  maps;  please  give  to  the  writer  the  credit  of 
ascertaining  and  restoring  tiiis  enphonionsname  by  his  Field  Notes 
in  1834.  Kewaunee  is  doubtless  a  Chippcway  word — accent  on 
second  syllable. 

The  next  and  only  river  of  any  magnitude,  north  of  the  last 
mentioned,  is  the 

Mukwaa  wutJirta-guon — accent  on  first  and  third,  and  half  ac- 
cent on  last  syllable.  Muk-wan  signifies  Bear — the  whule,  Bea^^g 
Head.  The  present  settlers  in  that  region  are  striving  to  substi- 
tute the  name  Wolf  River;  bad  success  to  them — we  prefer  a 
beards  head  to  a  whole  wolf. 

Mas  keeffOy  from  MaekeeguiaCy  signifies  Oranherry — probably, 
Pottawattamie. 

Wauheeeha^hy  the  name  given  to  the  county  wrested  from  Mil- 
waukee in  1846.  As  the  county  was  appropriated  wirh'mt  the 
consent  of  the  owners,  so  it  was  very  proper  that  the  name  should 
be.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  name  was  never  seen  in  English 
characters  until  the  year  1846,  when  it  was  inscribed,  by  the 
writer  of  this,  upon  an  oak  tree,  standing  where  the  town  of  Ro- 
chester now  stands,  in  Racine  county.  The  name  was  selected  by 
me  with  the  consent  of  Messrs.  Cox  and  Myers,  all  being  interest- 
ed in  the  location,  a^  a  name  for  the  future  town,  and  it  so  appears 
on  the  sectional  maps  of  those  times.    When  the  town  began  to 
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be  settled  shortlj  after,  the  name  was^'chaDged  by  the  inhabitants 
to  Bochester,  because,  like  the  Ilochester  of  New  York,"it  had  a 
water  power — no  further  point  of  resemblance  being  traceable. 
In  1835-6, 1  was  engaged  in  sub-dividingthe  townships  now  com- 
prising Eacine  conntv,  and  from  some  Indian  bojs  lodged  near 
my  encampments,  I  made  additions  to  my  Indian  vocabulary ; 
and  with  the  medium  of  a  lox-skin  collar,  I  obtained  this  name, 
understanding  it  to  be  Pottawattamie  for  '*  Fox,"  which  is  a  favor- 
ite name  with  the  natives  for  all  crooked  rivers,  whose  course,  in 
this  respect,  resembles  the  eccentric  trail  of  that  animal.  By 
giving  the  middle  syllable  a  thin,  prolonged,  decided  accent,  and 
leaving  the  last  syllable  but  half  aspirated,  you  have  the  original 
as  given  to  me — Wau*ib^shah. 

Me-quar^i-gOj  from  Me-quan-i-go  iok«  likewise  the  name  of  the 
town.  Hic-wan  signifies  a  ladle — a  bend  in  each  stream  known 
by  that  name  resembling  a  ladle,  seems  to  have  given  the  name. 
That  the  resemblance  may  be  detected,  it  may  be  well  to  remark, 
that  the  Indian  ladle  is  a  very  crooked  utensil,  with  the  handle 
turned  quite  over  the  bowl. 

Ko8hrh(Hiong^  or  more  properly,  Kosh-kaw  a-nong,  (third  sylla- 
ble unnaccented,)  signifying  ^Hhe  lake  we  live  on,"  was  for  many 
weeks,  the  lurking-place  of  the  families  of  Bla^ok  Hawk's  war- 
riors, in  the  troubles  of  1832. 

Wau-pee-ty-seepej  or  Tooth  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Wisconsin 
above  Grand  Bapids.  Wau-pee  ty  (full  accent  on  first,  and  half 
accent  on  second  syllable.)  signifies  tooth — Chippewa  probably. 

Dm  Plainea  Biver,  in  Bacine  county,  or  more  properly,  Bivor 
jmx  Plaines,  named  by  the  French,  signifies,  soft  maple. 

Oconomewoc,  Scupemong,  Fewaukie,  Odhkosh,  Taycheedah,. 
Wauwatoosah,  Techora,  Kaukulan,  and  a  host  of  other  n^uaioal 
names  remain,  to  invite  the  elucidation  of  contributors,  among 
whom  I  hope  to  see  the  names  of  Qovemor  Doty  and  JULr.  Euji. 

ICn^wAUXLES^  July  lO,  1819. 
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INDIAN  NOMENCLATUKE  OF  NORTHERN  WISCONSIN, 
WITH  A  SKETCH  OF   THE   MANNERS  AND  CUS- 

TOMS  OF  THE  CHIFPEWAS. 

BT  HIRAM    CALKINS,    BSQ.^    OF    WAUBATJ. 

Being  pereonallj  tiDacqaainted  with  the  langaage  of  the  Chip- 
pewas,  and  consequentlj  their  customs,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
procure  the  information  desired  by  the  Historical  Society.  I  first 
applied  by  letter,  and  then  in  person,  to  Mr.  William  Cross,  who 
resides  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county,  and  from  him  have 
derived  the  necessary  data  to  enable  me  to  make  up  the  narrative 
I  now  communicate.  For  want  of  time,  he  could  not  give  all  the 
information  desired  by  the  Society,  but  he  assured  me  that  be  will 
pursue  the  subject  still  further,  if  requested  to  dp  so.  I  think  Mr. 
Cross  has  the  ability  to  give  as  correct  information  as  can  be  ob- 
tained  relative  to  the  traditions  and  customs  of  the  Chippewa 
tribe,  having  been  many  years  among  them,  and  enjoying  in  a 
high  degree  their  respect  and  confidence ;  and  being  a  good 
scholar  beside,  is  able  to  communicate  correctly. 

Indian  curiosities,  such  as  wampum,  drums,  medals,  pipe» 
of  peace,  war-dresses,  medicine  bags,  ^c,  Mr.  Cross  informs  me 
cannot  be  procured,  except  by  purchase,  as  they  consider  them 
sacred  things,  and  place  a  high  estimate  upon  them.  Should  an  j 
of  these  articles  be  desired  by  the  Society,  I  will  endearor  to  pro- 
etire  them  when  inatnicted  to  do  so. 
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I  will  now  proceed  to  give  a  list  of  the  Chippewa  names,  with 
their  significations,  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Wisconsin  riv- 
er, from  the  Forks  down  to  Point  Bas,  a  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twentj-five  miles  hj  land,  and  about  two  hundred  by  the 
river.  Of  the  Chippewa  terminations  Sehe  or  Se-pee  and  IFd- 
shance^  theformer  signifies  river^  and  the  latter  creek. 

Ma-nato-kik-e-we-Se  be — Stooping  Spirit  River. 

Skana  wong-Se-be-we-shancc — ^The  creek  that  runs  through 
bluflFs. 

Shin-gwack-Sebe-we  shance — Little  Pine  Creek. 

Mush-koda-wunSebe  we  shance — Little  Praiiie  Creek. 

Oska-ki-ra  jaw-Se be — New  Wood  River. 

Pequa-bik  an Se-be-^Rocky  River,  better  known  ^as  Copper 
Biver. 

Pan-gaw  do-wajSe-be-wg-shance — Ball  Play  Creek,  now  known 
as  Devil  Creek, 

Musb-ko  day  yaw-Sebe — Prairie  River. 

Shingwack-Se-be — Pine  River, 
.  Tah  so-so  win-ing  Se-be — Dead  Fall  River,  now  known  as  Trap 
Biver, 

Opic-wun-a  Se-be — Rib  River. 

Wahyaw  con-ut-ta-gua-yaw-Se  be — Clear  Water  River,  now 
known  as  Eau  Claire, 

She-sheg-e-ma-we-she  can  Se-be — Soft  Maple  River,  now  known 
as  Eau  PUine^  or  Full  Water. 

Ma-no-mi n  a-kung-a-kauy -Se-be — Rice  Stalks  River,  now  known 
as  LitUe  Eau  PUine, 

Au  pnh-ki-ra-kan-e-we-Se-be — River  of  Flags,  now  ^known  as 
Plover  River, 

Wau-peeteeSe-be— Tooth  River, now  known  as  Mill  Creek. 

» 

Tliere  are  several  rapids  and  falls  on  the  Wisconsin  river,  with 
most  of  which  theLidianff  have  some  superstitious  notions  associ- 
ated. The  first  is  a  smaU  rapid  just  below  the  Forks  of  the  Wis- 
consin, called  by  the  Chippewas  Wa-bo  je-wun,  or  Narrow  Falls, 

dicative  of  their  character.    The  UQzt  are  the  ^^Bre^kr-beaux^" 
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or  Grand  Father  Ball  Falls,  which  are  the  largest  on  the  Wi^con- 
6in,aiid  are  called  by  the  Indies  Ko-na-je-wnn,  which  signifies 
the  Long  Falls.  These  falls  are  two  miles  in  length,  having 
three  perperidicular  falls  of  several  feet  each  in  that  distance. 
There  is  said  to  be  one  hundred  feet  fall  in  these  three  successive 
rapids.  Thcj  were  never  run  bj  the  whites,  and  but  one  instance 
is  known  among  the  Indians  of  any  of  their  people  having  passed 
them  in  safety.  The  Indians  have  a  tradition,  that  there  is  a  great 
spirit  that  presides  over  tlieso  falls,  to  which  they  make  an  appro- 
priate offering.  A  portage  passes  around  the  falls  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  where  the  Indiana  cariy  their  canoea  on  their 
heads  for  a  mile  and  a  halt.  About  midway  on  the  portage  ia  a 
solitary  rock,  abont  ten  feet  in  circumference  at  the  base,  and  about 
four  feet  highy  in  the  shape  of  a  cone  or  sugar-loaf,  on  which  the 
Indians  mako  an  offering  of  tobacco.  This  offering,  it  is  said,  is 
preserved  by  the  spirit  until  an  Indian  passes  along  destitute  of 
tobacco,  when  it  is  given  to  him. 

In  1S40,  these  falls  were  navigated,  in  a  bark  canoe,  for  the 
first  and  last  time  by  two  Indians — the  Black  Natl  and  the  Ckow. 
At  the  head  of  the  falls  before  starting.  Grow  held  the  canoe  by  a 
rock  projecting  from  the  shore,  while  Black  Nail  made  a  prayer 
and  an  offering  to  the  spirit  of  the  falls.  The  offering  consisted 
of  two  yards  of  scarlet  broad  cloth,  and  a  brass  kettle.  The 
prayer  was  iu  theae  words :  "  O  Great  Spirit  of  the  Falls  !  I  im- 
plore thee  to  extend  thy  protecting  arm  over  us  as  we  run  these 
mighty  waters.  Mayest  thun  strengthen  my  arm  and  my  paddle 
to*gnide  my  canoe  safely  down  these  dangerous  waters.  I  do  not 
implore  thy  protectiim  for  nothing;  I  give  thee  two  yards  of  scar- 
let, and  a  brass  kettle !"  Having  finished  his  prayer,  he  threw 
the  offering  overboard,  and  grappled  his  paddle,  and  the  canoe 
went  bounding  over  the  billows,  and  ran  the  falls  in  safety. 

Ohippewa  names  of  falls  or  rapids  on  the  Wisconsiii : 

Sa-se-je-wnn — Falls  or  rapids. 

0-ska-kwa-yaw — New  Wood  rapids. 

Mosh-ko  da  yaw — ^Prairie  rapidSi  now  known  as  Jenmy  Bull. 
16 
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Iirah-ba-iia-«a-se*je-wnn — One^eided  rapids,  now  called  Trap 
jBapids. 

Pah-je-tak-a-ke  ning^a-ning — The  water  tbat  falls  o^er  rocks, 
now  known  as  £ig  Bull  FalU. 

Oh*ka-kan«dah'go-kag — Spraee  falls,  now  known  as  LUUe  JBiiU 
Falls. 

Mis-qaa-wauk-sa  8e*je-wan — Red  cedar  rapids,  now  known  as 
Oonanfs  Rapids. 

Ahda-wa-gam — ^Two  sided  rapids,  now  known  as  Oranfs  Bap- 
ids. 

Bangah  je-wim — End  of  the  rapids,  now  called  Whitney  Jtap- 
ids^  which  are  the  last  on  the  Wisconsin. 

Chippewa  names  of  towns  or  villages  on  the  Wisconsin : 

Mash  ko-da-yaw-Tosh-ko-bo-je-gun — Jenny  Bull  Falls. 

Pah-je-tak-a-ke ninganing — Big  Bnll  Falls,  now  called  Wan- 
fan. 

Wah  yaw-con-nt  ta-gna  yaw — Ean  Claire  Mills. 

Oh-ka  kango  kag — Little  Bull  Mills. 

Nay-osh-ing — The  Point,  now  known  as  Du  Bay^s  Trading 

Kah-kag-e-winche  min-it-e-gong — Hemlock  Island.  This  name 
is  applied  to  SteverCs  Pointy  on  account  of  an  island  in  the  Wis- 
consin opposite  to  the  village,  covered  with  hemlock,  which  is  a 
a  rare  growth  in  that  region. 

Mush-ko-da*ny — Plover,  the  county  seat  of  Portage  county.  The 
The  meaning  of  this  Chippewa  name  is  ^^  Prairie^"  given  on  ac- 
count of  the  prairie-like  country  arouifd  it.  The  trail  dividing  the 
Chippewa  and  Menomonee  lands  runs  through  this  town.  Here 
the  two  tribes  of  Indians  have  been  accustomed  to  make  the  port- 
age from  the  Wisconsin  to  Wolf  river,  by  carrying  their  canoea 
on  their  heads ;  the  uistance  across  being  about  eight  miles.  This 
portage  is  called  by  the  Chippewas  Wah<baa-gaO  niug-ah  ming, 
meaning  the  Eastern  Portage.  The  ter mination  O-ning-ah-ming^ 
means  a  portage. 

▲thdah-WA  gam-*-amad  Bapida'  MiUs^ 
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Ban-gah-je-wnng — Point  Bas. 

O-niDg-ah-ming — ^Portage  citj.  ThiB  place  is  named  from  the 
portage  between  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. 

Ho-nung  wahna-can-ing — ^This  name  is  applied  to  La  Pointe, 
on  Lake  Superior,  and  signifies  TeUow  Woodpecker^  and  was 
given  on  account  of  the  great  abundance  of  those  birds  on  the 
island  on  which  La  Pointe  is  situated. 

The  Ghippewas  in  Wisconsin  are  divided  into  sixteen  clans  or 
bands,  numbering  about  four  thousand  persons  altogether.  Each 
of  those  bands  is  governed  bj  a  chief,  and  each  has  a  head-brave 
or  war  captain,  who  leads  in  war ;  a  chief  orator,  who  speaks  for 
the  chief;  and  a  chief  medicine  man,  who  is  regarded  by  the  In- 
dians as  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  propbesj.  Great  confidence  is 
placed  in  the  chief  medicine  man,  as  his  services  are  required  on 
all  eventful  occasions. 

The  Wisconsin  river  band  numbers  about  two  hundred  Indians, 
and  occupies  the  country  from  the  Grand  Rapids  up  to  Tommy- 
Hawk  Lake.  The  Head  Chief  of  tliis  band  is  Osn  k a.-ba- wis,or  The 
JfesMfiffer;  the  Head  Brave  is  Ka-kao-o  na  tosh,  or  The  Sparrow 
Sawk;  the  Chief  Orator  is  Now-o-com-iok,  or  The  Centre  of  the 
EaHh ;  and  the  Chief  Medicine  Man  or  Conjurer,  is  MAncA-DA- 
oouNG-A,  or  The  Black  Nail^  who  performed  the  feat  of  descend- 
ing the  Long  Falls  in  his  canoe,  and  is  represented  by  the  other 
Indians  as  being  a  great  Medicine  Man.  He  is  always  called  upon, 
fisr  and  near,  in  cases  of  sickness,  or  in  the  absence  of  relatives, 
to  foretell  whether  the  sickness  will  prove  fatal,  or  whether  the 
ftiands  will  return  in  safety,  and  at  what  time.  He  is  also  con- 
salted  by  the  Indians  when  they  go  out  to  hunt  the  bear,  to  fore- 
tell whether  success  will  crown  their  efforts.  Before  performing 
these  services,  be  is  always  paid  by  the  Indians,with  such  articles 
an  they  have,  which  generally  consist  of  tobacco,  steel-traps, 
kettles,  broad  cloth,  calico,  and  a  variety  of  other  commodities. 
H#asiia11y  performs  after  dark,  in  a  wigwam  just  large  enough  t6 
admit  of  his  standing  erect  This  lodge  or  wigwam  is  tightly 
covenid  with  mats,  so  aa  entirely  to  exdnde  all  light  and  the  pry- 
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ing  cnriosity  of  all  ont-siders.  ,  Having  no  light  within  thelo^ge,  ' 
the  acts  and  utterances  of  the  Medicine  Man  or  Conjnrerare  re- 
garded as  nijBterioQS,  and  credalonsly  received  bj  the  wondering 
crowd  surrounding  the  tent     He  first  prepares  himself  in  hit 
family  wigwam  by  stripping  off  all  his  clothing,  when  he  emergei 
singing,  and  the  Indians  oat  side  join  him  in  the  song  with  their 
drums,  and  accompany  him  to  the  lodge,  which  he  enters  alone. 
Upon  entering,  the  lodge  commences  shaking  violently,  which  ii 
supposed  by  the  Indians  outside,  to  be  caused  by  the  spirits.— 
The  shaking  of  the  lodge  produces  a  great  noise  by  the  rattling  of 
bells  and  deers'  hoofs  fastened  to  the  poles  of  the  lodge  at  the 
top,  and,  at  the  same  time,  three  voices  are  distinctly  heard  inter- 
mingled with  this  noise.    One  is  a  very  heavy  hoarse  voice,which 
the  Indians  are  made  to  believe  is  that  of  the  Great  Spirft  ;  anoth- 
er is  a  very  tine  voice,  represented  to  be  that  of  a  Small  Spirit^ 
while  tlie  third  is  that  of  the  Medicine  Man  himself.    He  pretends 
that  the  Orb\t  Spiaft  converses  in  the  heavy  voice  to  the  lesser 
spirit,  uuintelligibly  to  the  conjurer,  and  the  lesser  spiiit  inte^ 
prets  it  to  him,  and  be  communicates  tlie  intelligence  to  his  breth- 
ren without.    The  corem  my  lasts  about  three  hours,  ^hen  he 
comes  out,  in  a  h*gh  state  of  perspiration,  supposed  by  the  super- 
etitious  Indians,  to  be  produced  by  mental  excitement. 
.,    The  present  chief  of  this  band,  Osiika-ba.wib,  is  a  very  sensi- 
ble, intelligent  Indian.    He  went  to  Washington  during  President 
Polk's  administration,  in  company  with  other  chiefs,  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  some  grievances  about  their  payments.    They  secured 
an  appropriation  of  $6,000,  but  were  cheated  out  of  it  by  the  in- 
terpreter who  went  with  them,  who  having  charge  of  the  moneji 
hid  $5,000  of  it,  and  soon  after  died,  so  that  the  Indians  got  only 
$1,000  of  the  amount 

Each  of  the  other  bands  occupies  a  separate  tract  of  country  for 
hunting  purposes.  The  Chippewas  all  belong  to  certain  family 
tribes  or  totems.  Those  belonging  to  the  same  totem,  are  con- 
sidered brothers  and  sisters,  and  consequently  never  mariry;-^ 
These  fiuuilx  tot^ols  or  designations,  are  taken  fiom  some  fiuniliar 
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TiBg  object,  8Qch  m  the  bear,  the  wild  goose,  fish,  sand-hill 
iwie,  etc. — heooe  the  bear  claa  or  totem,  and  so  of  others.  Al- 
i0»i  ever/  thing  that  inhabits  land  or  water,  is  adopted  by  certain 
idians  as  their  totem,  and  some  of  the  Indians  belong  to  differ- 
ii  dans  or  totems  at  the  same  time.  These  marks  or  totems  de- 
»nd  from  tho  lather  to  the  son.  When  a  warrior  goes  to  war 
id  takes  a  scalp  from  the  enemy,  he  sends  or  takes  it  to  his  fami- 
r.  clan  or  totem,  that  they  may  dance  over  andaroand  the  trophy, 
Hi  recite  his  deeds  of  valor.  They  call  their  family  or  tribal 
line  ioiamej  or  toUm. 

The  Ohippewas  have  a  singular  onstom  abont  hunting  the  bear 
I  winter.  Jonrneying  iVom  place  to  place,  whenever  they  camp 
ker  dark,  the  hunters  all  assemble  in  a  wigwam  by  themselves, 
cdading  the  squaws  and  children.  They  generally  assemble  at 
le  lodge  of  the  chief  Medicine  Man  of  the  camp,  who  presides 
rer  the  ceremonies,  which  are  commenced  by  beating  on  the 
ledicine-drum,  and  singing  a  certain  number  of  songs,  which  are 
mg  only  on  these  occasions.  The  chief  Medicine  Man  sits  in  the 
kiddle  of  the  lodge,  with  some  broad  cloth  and  calico  spread  be- 
>re  him,  ti»gether  with  a  stuffed  cub  bear-skin,  wliile  his  pipe  or 
ilnmet,alreadyfiiled,is  placed  bofire  him  on  two  crotchcd  sticks. 
[e  then  addresses  tlie  bear  in  this  wise :  ^^  O,  my  brother  I  we 
re  very  hungry;  we  are  on  the  point  of  starving,  and  I  wish  yon 
\  have  pity  on  us,  and  to-morrow  when  the  young  men  go  out  to 
ant  you,  I  want  you  to  ehow  yourself.  I  know  yi^rj  well  that  you 
re  concealed  somewhere  close  by  my  camp  here.  I  give  you  my 
ipe  to  smoke  out  of,  and  I  wish  you  would  have  pity  on  us,  and 
ive  US  your  body  that  wo  may  ealt  and  not  starve."  Having  thus 
pdken,  he  takes  the  medicine-drum  and  beats  on  it,  accompany- 
ig  it  with  some  songs  that  he  recites  from  two  small  boards,  on 
rhich  they  are  written  in  hieroglyphics.  When  he  gets  through, 
e  passes  the  drum  and  boards  to  the  next  Indian,  and  so  on 
round,  till  all  have  sung  and  beaten  the  same  tliirtg.  The  per- 
>nnance  generally  lasts  about  four  hours,  when  they  retire  to  their 
dveral  lodges.    In  ihe  morning,  the  hunters  all  go  to  the  medi* 
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cine  bag  of  the  chief  MediciDe  Mao,  which  is  generally  sttspend- 
ed  from  a  small  tree,  and  take  from  it  some  vermillion  with  which 
they  paint  themselves,  and  the  noses  oi  their  dogs.  Thus  pre* 
pared,  they  start  on  the  hnnt  in  different  directions,  and  being  in- 
spired with  faith  tod  goaded  on  by  hanger,  they  are  almost  sure 
of  success  before  night 

Other  customs  are  obserred  by  them,  which  also  indicate  the 
superstition  of  the  Ghippewas.  I  will  notice  that  of  the  burial  of 
their  dead.  When  an  Indian  dies,  they  believe,  as  did  their  fore* 
fathers,  that  he  has  gone  to  better  hunting-grounds,  and  has  need 
only  of  s^  much  provision  as  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  him  through 
the  journey ;  and  when  there,  that  he  is  endowed  with  a  benevo*. 
lent  spirit,  and  in  order  that  he  may  exercise  it,  the  Indians  make 
frequent  offerings  of  such  articles  as  they  can  spare,  by  placing 
them  at  the  head  of  the  grave,  when  any  destitute  Indian  coming 
along,  and  finding  the  offering,  accepts  it  as  a  gift  from  the  bene- 
volent spirit  of  the  dead. 

July  10th,  1851. 


APPENDIX  No.  13« 


EtlMINISCENCES  OF  WISCONSIN, 


BT  ALEXAITDEB  F.  PRATT. 


No.  1.— THE  JUDICIARY  OF  WISCONSIN  IN  1837-8. 

The  Territory  of  Wiscopsin  was  organized  in  Jaly,  1836.  It 
was  divided  into  three  Judicial  Districts.  Judge  Dunk  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  Western  District,  Jndge  Irwin  for  the  Middle,  and 
Judge  FRAnER,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  Eastern.  Judge  Frazier 
arrived  in  Milwaukee  on  a  Sanday  evening,  in  June,  1837.  He 
put  up  at  the  small  hotel  which  stood  where  ^*  Dickerman's  Blodk  " 
now  stands,  which  was  called  the  »»*»*♦♦  Tavern, 
kept  by  Mr.  Yail.  On  his  arrival,  he  fell  in  with  some  old 
Kentucky  friends,  who  invited  him  to  a  private  room,  for  the 
purpose  of  participating  in  an  innocent  game  of  ^^poJcer.^^  The 
party  consisted  of  the  Judge,  Col.  Morton,  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  and  two  or  three  others — friends  of  the  Jndge.  They  com* 
menced  playing  for  small  sums  at  firsts  but  increased  them  a3  the 
hours  passed,  until  the  dawn  of  day, 'the  next  morning — when 
small  sums  seemed  beneath  their  notice.  The  first  approach  of 
day  was  heralded  to  them  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell  for  breakfast. 
The  Judge  made  a  great  many  apologies,  saying,  among  other 
things,  that  as  that  was  his  first  appearance  in  the  Territory,  and  as 
his  court  opened  at  10  o'clock  that  morning,  he  must  have  a  little 
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time  to  prepare  a  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  they  would  excuse  him,  which  thej  accordingly  did,  and  he 
withdrew  from  the  party.  Tlie  court  met  at  the  appointed  hour — 
OwRN  Aldrich  acting  as  Sheriff,  and  Cfrits  Hawley  as  Clerk. 
The  Grand  Jury  was  called  and  sworn.  The  Judge,  with  much 
dignity,  commenced  his  charge ;  and  never  before  did  we  hear 
such  a  charge  poured  forth  from  the  bench  I  After  charging  them 
upon  the  laws  generally,  he  alluded  to  the  statute  against  gambling. 
The  Englibh  language  is  too  barren  to  describe  his  abhorrence  of 
that  crime.  Among  other  extravagances,  he  said,  that  ^'  a  gambler 
was  unfit  for  earth,  heaven  or  heh,"  and  that  ^'  God  Aliidghty 
would  even  shudder  at  the  sight  of  one." 

At  that  time,  we  had  but  one  session  of  the  Legislature,  which 
had  adopted  mostly  the  statutes  of  Michigan,  which  allowed  the 
Court  to  exercies  its  discretion  in  granting  stays  of  executions 
Ac.  A  suit  came  up  against  a  man  in  the  Second  Ward,  who  had 
no  counsel.  The  Judge  ordered  the  crier  to  call  the  defendant 
He  did  so,  and  the  defendant  appeared.  The  Judge  asked  him 
if  he  had  anything  to  aay  against  judgment  being  rendered  against 
him.  He  replied,  that  ho  did  not  know  that  he  had,  as  it  was  an 
honest  debt,  but  that  he  was  unable  to  pay  it.  The  Judge  inquired 
what  his  occupation  fvai.  He  replied  that  he  was  a  fishennan. — 
Says  the  Judge,  "  Can  you  pay  it  in  fish  ?"  The  defendant  an- 
swered, that  '^he  did  not  know  but  be  could,  if  he  had  time  to- 
eatch  them."  The  Judge  turned  to  the  clerk,  and  ordered  him  to- 
"  enter  up  a  Judgment,  payable  in  fi8)i,and  grant  a  stay  of  execn- 
tion  ior  twelve  months ;"  at  the  same  time  remarking  to  the  de- 
fenda^it,  that  he  must  surely  pay  it  at  the  time,  and  in  good^Ay 
for  he  would  not  bo  williijgr^  to  wait  so  long  for  "  stinking  fish." 
Tbo  next  suit  worthy  of  note,  was  against  Wm.  M.  Djcnnis,  our 
present  Bank  Comptroller.  He,  like  his  predecessor,  had  no 
counsel.  His  name  was  called,  and  he  soon  made  his  appearance. 
He  entered  the  Cuurt-room,  wearing  his  usual  smile,  whittling,, 
with  his  knife  in  the  left  hand.  Tlie  Court  addressc'd  him  in  a 
loud  voice,  ^^  What  are  yoa  grinning  about,  Mr.  DiOfKis  t "    Mr.. 


129 

D.  replied,  that  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  langlnng.  Tlie^ 
Court  inquii-ed  if  he  proposed  to  offer  any  di-foiice!  lie  replied^ 
tliat  ho  did,  hut  wad  n*)t  ready  for  trial.  '^No  matter,"  said  the 
Judge,  ^Mhere'd  enough  that  are  ready  ;  the  clerk  will  cDter  it 
'continaed,'"  The  next  caHe,  ahout  which  we  recollect,  was  the 
trial  of  two  Indiane,  who  were  indicted  for  murdering:  a  man  on 
Sock  liver.  Tliey  were  also  indicted  for  an  assault,  with  intent  to 
kill,  upon  another  man,  at  the  same  time.  The  trial  for  murder 
came  olF  first  Tliey  were  found  gnilty,  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged.  On  the  day  following,  they  were  tried  for  the  assault, 
&c.,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  five  years  imprisonment,  and 
to  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  Qi>vemor  DonoK, 
however,  deeming  it  too  severe  to  fine  and  imprison  a  man  after 
he  was  hanged,  commuted  it  to  imprisonment  for  life.  Tlie  In- 
dians were  confined  in  a  jail  a  year  or  two,  but  were  finally  par* 
doned  by  the  Governor. 

Judge  Frazibb  soon  afterwards  went  to  Green  Bay,  and  held  a 
Court,  from  whence,  for  want  of  a  jail  in  which  to  confine  prison- 
ers, he  sentenced  a  man,  for  sikne  tiifling  offence,  *^  to  be  banished 
to  Turkey  river."  After  the  C»urt  adjourned,  he  returned  to  Mil- 
waukee on  the  steamboat  Pennsylvania.  She  anchored  in  the 
bay,  and  the  Judgt>,  who  was  dead  drunk  at  the  time,  was  lowered' 
by  raeoKaof  a  tackle,  into  a  boat,  an^,  rowed  to  the  landing,  at 
Walker's  Point  From  the  effect  of  this  bacchanalian  revel  be 
sever  recovered.  His  friend,  Col.  Moktok,  took  him  to  his  own 
house,  called  to  his  aid  our  best  physician'^,  and  all  was  done  that 
human  skill  could  devise,  for  the  restoration  of  his  health;  but  it 
was  too  late;  the  seeds  of  death  had  been  sown;  he  lingered  in 
great  distress  for  four  or  five  days,  and  breathed  his  last.*  The 
members  of  the  Bar,  generally,  neglected  t>  attend  the  funeral ; 
and  having  no  relatives  in  the  State,  he  hardly  received  a  decent 
burial.  Ilis  remains  were  f  *llowed  to  their  last  re-ting  place  by 
only  two  members  of  the  B:.r,  (Slessrs.  AunoLDand  Cbookrr,)  be* 

*  Uou.  WiLUAM  C.  FftAXiKH,  AiiMiclAtc  Joc^  f»T  Xht  TwtiUwj  of  Wiacnnsiv,  died  At- 
IDlWAukca.  Oct.  ISih  1^,  ag«J  kiziy-iwa  ^eora.— JinrrMui  Aimattoe,  IS4.0, 
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eidee  a  few  friends.    Thej  now  remain  in  the  old  chnrcb-yard  ia 
the  First  Ward,  without  even  a  slah  to  maik  the  epot. 


Tlie  above  sketch  was  written  by  iie  from  memory,  for  the  Wis- 
^onsiny  last  summer.  Wo  now  re- publish  it  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
simple  justice  to  the  living,  by  adding  tbat  we  have  since  learned 
that  a  son  of  Judge  Fbazieb  came  to  Milwaukee  some  years  bince, 
and  had  the  remains  of  his  father  renioved  to  the  new  cburch- 
yard  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  proper  tombstones  erected  over  them. 

December  6, 1854. 


•     No.  2.— MILWAUKEE  AND  SOLOMON  JUNEAU. 

Solomon  Juivxav  was  the  first  white  settler  in  Milwaukee.  He 
was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  immigrated  to  that  place  in  the  fall 
cf  1818,  and  built  him  a  log  cabin  among  the  natives.  At  tbat 
time  his  family  consisted  of  a  wife  and  one  child.  His  nearest 
white  neighbors  were  at  Chicago,  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  da 
Ohien.  He  kept  a  few  goods  suitable  for  the  Indian  trade,  and 
for  the  first  seventeen  years  he  was  not  only  the  only  merchant  in 
the  place,  but  the  only  white  man.  During  that  period,  a  few  In- 
dian traders  were  oooasionally  there,  but  not  permanently  located. 
In  the  spring  of  1885,  a  land  office  having  been  previously  es- 
tablished at  Green  Bay,  this  land  was  brought  into  market^  and 
Mr.  JuKSA¥  purchased  a  small  tract  consisting  of  about  180 
Mres,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  directly  north  of  Wis- 
/CDDsin-street  Previous  to  this  time,  Geo.  H.  Walxxb,  Esq.,  had 
xx>me  and  made  a  claim  on  what  is  now  called  **  Walker's  Point,'' 
which  lie  subsequently  obtained  a  title  to.     Btjk>v  Ejlbousv, 
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39q.,  about  that  time  purchased  a  tract  on  the  west  side  of  the 
'iver,  which  has  from  that  time  been  known  by  the  name  of  ^'  Kil- 
x>urn  Town.''  Daniet.  Wells,  Jr.,  W.  W.  Gilmak,  Geo.  D. 
[)  •usMAN,  E.  W.  Edoebton,  T.  C.  Duusman,  Geo.  O.  Tiffany,  D. 
[I.  BiGHARDB,  William  Bkown,  Jr.,  Milo  Jones^  Enoch  Dabling, 
md  otheis  immigrated  abuut  the  same  time,  aud  made  large  pur- 
chases of  latids.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  of  1835,  a  number 
}t  good  buildings  were  erected,  and  a  great  many  eastern  specu* 
aturs  came  and  bought  lands  at  higk  prices.  Mr.  Juneau,  about 
liis  time,  sold  an  undivided  interest  in  bis  lands  to  Morgan  L. 
tfABTiN.  lie  built  a  fine  dwelling-house  on  the  lot  whore  MrroH- 
ell's  Banking-house  now  stands;  also  a  large  store  and  ware- 
i«iuse  on  what  is  now  known  as  ^'  Ludiugton's  Oorner."  In  1886, 
vhen  we  came,  he  was  doing  a  large  business  both  in  selling 
pHids  and  lots.  During  that  season,  some  two  or  three  hundred 
lioasand  dollars^  worth  of  goods  had  been  brought  there  to  sell, 
j^i^mnd  rent  was  nearly  as  high  as  it  is  now.  A  merchant  with  a 
itock  of  goods  would  arrive  one  day,  and  by  the  next  day  noon  he 
iroald  have  a  sture  completed  to  open  in.  Tilings  were  done  on 
Jie  California  principle.  They  were  usually  built  of  rough  boards 
with  a  ^^  grass  floor,"  and  in  several  instances  a  blanket  was  hung 
ip  for  a  partition,  and  one-half  of  the  tenement  rented  to  another 
or  a  dollar  a  day.  The  town  was  flooded  with  speculators,  and 
ill  made  money  until  the  non-residents  left  and  navigation  closed^ 
irhen  a  sudden  change  ^'came  6*eT  the  spirit  of  their  dreams." 

The  town  was  left  with  a  large  stock  of  goods,  and  but  few  inhab- 
tanta.  Merchants  and  other  business  men  enjoyed  the  winter  in 
lie  best  possible  manner.  During  the  fall  quite  a  large  number 
»f  actual  settlers  had  arrived,  of  the  right  stamp,  among  whont 
na  Q.  N.  TFells,  J.  E.  Arnold,  Henry  Williams,  Hans  Orocker, 
r.  fi.  Tweedy,  L.  Blossom,  J.  W.  Pixley,  S.  H.  Martin,  Geo.  P. 
Delaplaine,  Geo.  Reed,  Cyrus  Hawley,  Fred.  Wardner,  A.  O.  T. 
Breed,  Eiiphalet  Cramer,  Rufus  Parks,  Curtis  Reed,  Orsun  Reed, 
Bf  iiliam  M.  Dennis,  Truman  L.  Smith,  Edmond  D.  Clinton,  A.  A. 
Bird,  and  many  otherS|  whom  time  will  not  allow  oa  to  mention* 
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AH  had  been  doing  a  ^Mand  office  basineet,"  anJ  had  plenty  of 
money  left  to  winter  on.  At  this  time  oar  old  friend  Juneau  was 
BappoBed  to  be  worth  at  least  $100^000  with  a  fair  prospect  of  ite 
being  doubled  b?  the  rise  of  land  in  the  spring.  We  have  often 
seen  him  in  those  days  go  into  his  store,  atler  business  hours  were 
over,  and  take  from  thu  drawers  the  money  that  bis  cleiks  had  re- 
ceived dnring  the  day  for  goods  and  lots,  amounting  often  to  8  or 
10,000  dollars,  and  put  itioose  in  his  hat;  and  upon  one  occasion 
we  recollect  of  his  hat  being  knocked  off  in  a  playful  crowd,  when 
Bome  $10,000  flew  in  various  directions.  In  short,  money  seemed 
to  be  of  no  earthly  use  to  him.  If  a  man  called  upon  him  to  sub- 
scribe for  either  a  public  improvement  or  a  charitable  object, 
whatever  was  required  he  subscribed,  without  asking  wby  or 
wherefore.  In  the  meantime  he  had  looked  on  and  seen  others 
gel  rich  on  the  rise  of  property  that  he  had  sold,  and  he  com- 
meneed  buying  back  lots  and  paying  thousands  for  those  he  had 
previously  sold  for  hundi'eds.  We  recollect  very  well  one  circum- 
Btaaoe;  his  re-purchasing  the  corner  lot,  near  Yonngs'  Ball,  for 
$8,700,  which  he  had  sold  the  year  previous  for  $475.  He  was 
truly  in  the  language  of  the  poet,  *^  The  noblest  work  of  God,  an 
hoBoat  man."    lie  had  implicit  confidence  in  every  body. 

The  spring  of  1837  disappointed  all  our  anticipations.  A  general 
stagnation  in  business  prevailed  in  all  directions.  Immigration 
bad  almost  entirety  fallen  off.  Our  currency  which  was  mostly  of 
the  Michigan  "  Wild  Oat,"  stamp  was  no  longer  a  legal  tender. — 
Tlierd  was  no  sale  for  real  ostate.  The  second  payments  were  be- 
comiogdneon  purohiisesof  real  estate,  and  all  who  supposed  theni- 
Belvesrieh  in  lands,  were  not  only  destitute  of  money,  butthe  means 
to  raise 't.  Some  who  were  able  to  hold  on,kept  their  property  un- 
til ihey  could  get  a  handsome  advance  ;  while  the  majority  were 
compelled  to  Soil  for  'What  they  cduld  get,  and  bankruptcy  was  the 
inevitable' resnit 

At  this  time,  there  were  but  a  few  settlements  in  the  interior; 
but  the  hard  times  which  continned  through  the  years  1837  and 
183I5|  inducifd  many  to  leave  Milwaukee  and  locate  a  *^  claim/' — 
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The  lands  between  MHwankeo  and  Rock  River  were  then  anrrej- 
ed,  but  were  not  brought  into  market  until  the  fall  of  1889.  Da* 
-ring  this  time  they  had  become  thickly  settled,  and  many  of  theta 
^|aite  valnable.  The  hard  times  at  the  East  had  led  many  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  West ;  and  in  the  fall  of  1839,  when  these  lands 
came  into  m  irket,  many  of  them  had  beon  so  improved  that  they 
were  worth  from  $10  to  $100  an  acre,  while  the  occupants  had  not 
ihefii'st  ^*red  cent"  to  buy  them  with.  Consequently,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  settlers  were  compelled  to  either  sell  their  im- 
provements for  what  they  could  get,  or  pay  from  25  to  60  per 
cent,  for  money  to  enter  their  lands  with. 

About  this  time,  Alex.  Mitchbll,  JIarvrt  Bisohabd,  the  Messrs. 
LcTDiNoroNS,  £.  Eldbbd  and  other  capitiilists  came  to  Milwaukee, 
and  purchased  lots  at  $100  each,  that  had  previously  been  sold 
from  $1,000  to  $1,500,  and  are  now  selling  from  $5,000  to  $'5,000 
•each.  From  thatdiy  to  this,  •Hhe  rise  and  prog'-ess''  of  Milwau- 
kee has  bt^en  steady  and  onward.  The  price  of  land  has  con- 
tinned  to  advance  with  the  increase  of  business,  and  nearly  all  who 
commenced  in  business  there  at  that  time,  and  continued  to  the 
present,  have  become  wealthy  and  independent.  In  1846,  the 
Legislature  passed  an  act  to  divide  Milwaukee  county,  and  eatab- 
lish  the  county  of  Waukesha;  also  another  to  incorporate  the  citj 
of  Milwaukee.  At  the  first  charter  election  in  the  new  city,  Sol- 
axon  JuKBAU  was  elected  Mayor,  which  was  a  well-merited  com« 

pliment  to  the  ''old  pioneer." 

««  ««  ««  •»«« 

Mr.  JuNBAu,  subsequently,  left  Milwaukee,  and  settled  at  tlie 
village  of  Theresa,  in  Dodge  county,  (the  name  of  which  should 
be  changed  to  Juneau,)  where  ho  still  resides.  He  has  now  a 
large  fami'y,  and  we  learn,  that  by  hard  labor,  he  gets  a  comfort- 
ble  living. 

We  have  spun  this  yarn  much  longer  than  we  intended ;  but  the 
Oftme  of  '*oLDSoLOX'>,^'a4  the  Indians  used  to  call  him,  brings  with 
It  so  many  ''sweet  recollections  of  the  past,"  that  we  could  find  no 
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•topping  place  nntil  our  sheet  was  fall.  A  notice  of  him  which  w% 
eopied  last  week  from  the  Qreen  Baj  Advocate^  which  stated  that 
^  Mr.  Juneau  left  that  place  in  1830,''  has  prompted  us  to  cof- 

,  lect  that  error,^  ami  give  this  hastj  sketch  of  a  man  who  is  truly 

,  eiie  of  Nature's  Noblemen. 


No.  8.— SKETCH  OF  WAUKESHA. 

Waukesha  was  originallj  called  ^'Prairie  Yillage."  Afterwardsi 
the  Legislature  changed  it  to  'Trairieville ;"  and  after  the  county 
was  set  off  from  Milwaukee,  it  was  changed  to  Waukesha.  The 
first  white  settlers  were  Meesrs.  M.  D.  and  A.  R.  Cutlkb,  John 

Handsbtillb  and Luthsb.    They  came  here  in  the  spring  of 

1884,  not  very  long  after  the  close  of  the  ^^Black  Hawk  War.^ 
At  that  time  the  land  had  been  purchased  of  the  Indians ;   yet^  in 


*  Tbe  editor  of  the  Oretn  B€y  Advo4aU»  Hon.  C.  D.  Robikson,  thoe  noticee  thU  aliet^ 
•f  the  old  pioneer  of  Milwaukee,  and  fernishee  some  additional  hc\g  relative  to  earij 
Ktlwaiikee  aettlert :  **  The  Wavksihm  PlmMndtr  haa  a  lengthy  notice  of  Hon.  Soiomi 
JwvBAV,  who,  it  sayBk  waa  the  first  white  aeitler  in  Milwaukee,  and  correcu  our  error  b 
•Uiing  that  he  left  here  (Oreen  Baj, )  some  time  about  1830.  The  brief  article  whick 
ve  made  at  the  time  waa  penned  without  any  definite  knowledge  of  Mr.  JeifiAii'M  early 
klatory,  other  than  that  we  beliered  him  to  be  the  first  settler  of  Mil«>aukee,  and  sup* 
peeed,  though  erroneooaly,  thai  he  went  there  from  Oreen  Bay. 

We  were  reminded  by  Mr.  A.J  Tisiv.  of  this  place,  that  hb  father,  Mr.  Jam  Yibav, 
Sea.,  emigrated  to  and  settled  in  Milwaukee  some  years  before  Mr.JvNiAU  went  therej 
■Bii  that  before  Mr.  Y ikau  csme,  other  white  men  had  settled  there.  i>  r.  J.  b.  BiACBtn^ 
sew  of  Chicago,  had  already  been  there  some  years  before  Mr.  Vibau,  and  a  Mr.  LAraoii* 
BOMB,  whoHO  children  now  live  in  Chicsgo,  was  there  some  time  before  Mr  Bbaubibw. 

These  fiicts  touch  oaly  the  question,  of  course,  ss  to  the  Jitskwhixe  settler  of  Milwsn- 
keei.  That  Mr.  Juhbau  ia  eolitled  to  the  credit  of  founding  the  city,  and  Ukiiig  as  a»- 
Hf  e  and  honorable  part  in  ita  early  guTemment>  and  ia  contributing  in  a  ?erj  graai  ds- 
gv«er|6  Hb  proiptrltj,  there  is  noikiubt.'' 
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accordance  with  the  Treaty,  they  remaioed  in  possession  of  it  up  ' 
to  the  samiuer  of  1836,  when  it  was  snrreyed  by  the  General  ' 
O  »Yernmeiit  The  Blesflrs.  Cutleb  bailt  the  first  ^4og  cabin^  in 
this  town  in  the  year  1834.  It  was  located  near  where  Messrs. 
Bl\ib  &  Smith's  machine  shop  now  stands.  Mr.  Mandbsvillb  at 
that  time  made  a  '^claim''  on  what  is  now  the  ^^school  section.*' 
Mr.  LuTHKB  claimed  the  land  where  Mr.  Mkteb  now  resides,  on 
section  20,  in  this  town.  These  were  the  only  settlers  who  came 
here  that  year.  At  that  time  large  tribes  of  Indians  were  located 
in  tliis  county.  Their  head  quarters  were  at  this  place;  yet  their 
vrig  warns  were  scattered  np  and  down  the  Fox  Rirer,  (or  PUh^ 
taJca^BA  thny  called  it,)  from  Mnkwonago  to  Pewankee  Lake ; 
and  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  they  were  a  ^preat  annoyance 
to  the  white  settlers.  There  being  no  fences,  the  settlers'  cattle 
wonid  often  get  among  the  Indians'  com  fields,  and  caused  much 
tronble.  The  Indians  being  legally  in  possession  of  the  land,  and 
hairing  »he  numbers  and  power  to  rule,  would  demand  such  dam- 
ages as  they  saw  fit ;  and  upon  one  occasion  claimed  and  received 
of  the  Messrs.  Citi'lrb  a  fat  ox  for  the  damage  he  had  done  their 
corn.  In  the  spring  of  1835,  Mr.  MoMiLLiosr  and  family  came 
and  built  a  cabin  where  the  Court  House  now  stands.  Mr.  A.  0. 
NiOKELL  and  Df*.  Cornwall  located  on  the  south  part  of  the  fan& 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Niokkll.  Mr.  Iba  Scxwabi  located  on^what 
is  now  known  as  the  ^^Cnshman  farm,"  and  Messrs.  Isaac  and 
BicHABD  Smabf  located  where  they  now  live.  These  were  the  on- 
ly settlers  who  came  that  year. 

During];  the  summer  and  fall  of  1836,  Mr. MaRBAT  loca- 
ted on  what  is  now  William  Wnrrs's  farm.  Messrs.  Nelson  and 
Thos.  H.  Oun  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  'Kxale  far.xi.'^ 
Mr.  SsBaiCANT  located  on  the  we^t  side  of  the  river,  near  the  wa- 
ter-power. Soon  afterwards,  this  townshiv>  was  surveyed,  when  it 
aeeuied  that  the  Messrs.  Cutlkr,  McMillan  and  Sbeqeant  were 
all  on  one  quarter  section,  where  the  village  and  mills  are  now 
Licated.  This,  for  some  length  of  time,  was  a  bone  of  contention^ 
all  being  auxioos  to  ^^claim"  the  water-power.    In  the  fall  of  that 
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year,  Mr.  Nathawifl  Waltox,  with  his  family,  located  whore 
thej  Btill  rec$ide,  near  this  villHge.  Up  to  tliis  time,  Mrs.  MoM^il- 
LAN  was  the  only  white  woman  in  this  part  of  the  country;  conse- 
quently there  was  no  tea  table  gossip  at  that  time.  Mr.  McMillan's 
cabin,  wiiich  was  about  16  bj  24  feet,  was  the  only  public  houae 
in  the  place,  and  an  interesting  sp«>t  it  was,  too. 

At  that  time  we  were  located  at  Milwaukee,  and  came  out  here 
often.  Upon  one  occasion,  we  stopped  with  twelve  others  at  tliia 
hotel  over  night,  there  being  but  one  room  and  two  beds  in  the 
Jiouse.  We  have  often  seen  the  hogs  occupy  the  inside  of  the 
)u>nse,  and  the  whiskey  barrel  placed  on  the  outside  to  make 
room.  If  a  landlord,  at  that  time,  could  raise  a  barrel  of  flour, 
,poik  and  whiskey,  it  was  all  that  was  necessary  for  a  '^first-ciaaa 
hotel"  In. short,  tavern  keeping  was  more  an  act  of  necessity 
than  choice  with  many,  as  the  settlements  were  so  few  and  far  be- 
tween that  they  wore  compelled  to  keep  all  travellers  that  came, 
.regardle^8  of  their  means  of  accomm«)dation,  as  all  preferred 
keeping  on  a  floor  to  a  bed,  or  on  a  blanket  in  the  open  flelds,  as 
we  were  often  compelled  to  do. 

In  the  spring  of  1887,  we  came  here  to  look  at  a  claim  owned 
by  Mr.  Cltler,  which  he  had  thcfi  recently  purchased  of  Mr.  Lu- 
THKB  for  five  hundred  dollars.  We  stopped  with  Mr.  Waltoh, 
^holit  that  time  kept  the  best  house.  In  the  morning  we  started 
-on  foot,  in  C(»mpany  with  Mr.  M.  D.  Cutler,  to  view  the  "claim" 
— a  distance  of  about  four  miles.  AVhen  we  came  to  the  river, 
which  at  that  time  was  nearly  two  feet  deep,  Mr.  C.  commenced 
fording  it.  We  backed  out,  and  proposed  to  return  to  the  hotel 
for  our  pony  ;  but  Mr.  C.  insisted  on  our  trying  our  pedestrian 
powers  in  the  water,  and  after  spending  some  time  in  consultation, 
be  supplied  the  place  of  our  pony,  and  carried  us  safe  throngh 
.the  rivc-r.  Upon  arriving  at  the  "claim,"  we  found  it  to  be  "all 
our  fancy  painted,"  and  we  soon  closed  a  bargain  for  it  at  $1,000, 
paying  in  four  (paper)  city  lots,  at  $250  each. 

Previous  to  tliit  time,  Mr.  Obrik  Baowif  had  come  and  located 
.on  the  quarter  aection  where  the  '^Suine  Qnarry"  is;    and  Ifr. 


18T 

^audebvillk  having  found  biraselfi  after  the  snrvej,  on  the  sohool 
section,  located  on  the  quarter  section  that  Mr.  A.  Minob  now 
lives  on.  In  the  course  of  that  season,  Messrs.  £.  D.  Clinton,  Z. 
Bidwell,  Honrjr  Bowron,  James  Y.  Watson,  J.  M.  Wells,  J.  Rice, 
J.  W.  Kossman,  E.  Churchill,  Ezra  Mendall,  Joel  Bidwell,  Dan- 
iel Thompson,  Robert  Love,  Mioses  Ordway,  Sabina  Barnej,  Asa 
8.  Watson,  and  Pi^er  N.  Cushman,  located  on  different  claims  in 
this  town.  This  comprised  the  whole  settlement  here,  in  the  year 
1837. 

In  the  spring  of  1838,  several  new  settlers  immigrated.  Among 
them  were  H  N.  Davis,  James  Buckner,  Charles  Crr>wnheart,  Ira 
Driver,  B.  F.  Cliamberlain,  O.  N.  Iligley,  Albert  White,  James 
and  Edward  W.  Kinjrt  I.  C.  Owen,  Daniel  Chandler,  Allen  Clin- 
ton, Lyman  and  E.  W.  Goodnow,  and  several  utliers.  During  that 
sea-^on,  James  Buckner  and  Mr.  Bowron  built  what  is  now  a  pait 
of  the  '^Prairieville  Uouse.'^  Robert  L'lve  built  a  small  frame 
dwelling  h  luse,  and  we  another.  These  wei'e  the  only  framed 
buildings  in  this  connty  at  that  time.  Associations  had  been  firm- 
ed by  the  settlers  for  the  mutual  protection  of  each  other  in  their 
''  claims."  Each  had  his  claim  registered,  and  was  protected  in 
the  peaceable  possession  of  so  many  acres,  which  was  altered  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Association.  At  first,  each  man  was  allowed 
to  claim  160  acres;  after  wh  ch  '*  claims"  became  more  valuable, 
and  it  was  extended  to  a  whole  section.  Disputes  having  arisen 
between  the  Messrs.  Cutler,  McMillan  and  Sebgkakt,  (who  were 
all  on  one  *'  claim,")  several  '^  claim  trials''  were  bad,  and  finally, 
the  Messrs.  Cutlkb  bought  off  the  other  claimants.  In  the  mean 
time,  M.  D.  Cu tlkr  had  bought  out  Mr.  Brown,  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  quarter  section  where  he  now  lives. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  only  provisions  used  or  seen  in  the  country 
were  salt  pork,  flour  and  potatoes.  Flour  was  worth  in  Milwaukee 
$16 1>  $17  a  barrel,  purk  $30  to  $33,  p.>tatoe.s  $2  to  $3  a  bushel;  and 
tlie  price  of  hauling  a  barrel  of  pork  from  tLern  was  $5,  and  otlier 
freights  in  proportion.  Tbe  road  from  here  to  Milwaukee  was  any 
whore  we  cliose  to  travel,  as  travellers  generally  preferred  new 
18 
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rontes  each  time,  knowing  that  a  change  mnst  necessarily  be  ax^ 
improvement.  It  had  never  been  cut  out  through  the  timber,  and 
each  traveller  was  compelled  to  carry  an  axe  to  cot  the  trees^ 
whenever  he  ran  against  them.  Previoas  to  the  summer  of  1838, 
there  were  bnt  few  settlers  between  hero  and  Milwaukee. 

Daring  the  summer  of  1836,  Messrs.  Camp  and  Aicdbews  bad 
settled  at  Mnkwonago,  Messrs.  Hatch  and  Eookwell  at  Oconomo- 
woc,and  Messrs.  Fuller  and  Pobtbb  in  Pewankee,  where  they  now 
live ;  and  in  1837,  Messrs.  Edokbton  and  Dousman  located  their 
claims  in  Summit  and  Ottowa,  where  they  mm  reside.  The  same 
•eaeon,  Mr.  John  Gale,  who  then  lived  at  Milwaukee,  bought  Mr. 
Ootlbb's  claim  to  the  quarter  section  containing  the  water  power, 
for  $6,600,  and  the  next  season  built  a  fl«>ur  and  saw-mill  on  it.  Af- 
ter which  he  sold  an  undivided  interest  in  it  to  Wm.  A.  B^Rsn^w 
and  BoBEBT  Lockwood,  who,  in  company  with  him,  laid  it  out  into 
Tillage  lots,  many  of  which  were  sold  at  a  high  price,  and  bonds 
for  deeds  given  '^hile  the  title  still  remained  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  October,  1839,  the  lands  were  brought  into  market  and  sold. 
At  that  time  all  the  best  locations  had  been  taken,  and  e^ch  occu- 
pant was  permitted  to  purchase  his  land  at  public  aucticm,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  $L  25  per  acre.     Many  of  the  &ettle.'S  being 
poor,  paid  from  25  to  50  per  centr  for  money  to  purchase  their 
lauds,  and  allowed  the  speculators  to  take  the  titles  to  them  in  their 
own  names,  as  security  for  the  money  loaned ;  whereby  in  the  end, 
being  unable  to  pay,  they  lost  their  all.     All  those  who  succeeded 
in  paying  for  their  lands,  and  have  remained  on  them  up  to  the 
present  time,  have  become  wealthy ;  while  some,  who  were  unable 
to  pay  for    their  lands,  sold    their    improvements  for  what  they 
could  get,  and  commenced  anew  on  unimproved  lands.   From  that 
time  to  this,  the  settlement  ot  our  county  has  gme  forward  steadi- 
ly, and  the  lands  are  now  mostly  owned  and  occu]»ied  by  actual 
settlers.    Several  large  and  flourishing  villages  have  been  built 
up  in  the  county,  which  time  and  space  will  not  allow  us  to  apeak 
•f^  on  this  occasioiL 
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In  1847,  tho  *'Milwaalcee  and  Waakesha  Railroad  CJo.**  was  in- 
corporated, and  Bubseqnently  it  was  changed  to  '^  Milwaukee  and 
Hississippi,''  and  exfeh^'ed  to  the  Missi^sippi.  Tiie  road  was  com- 
pleted from  Milwaukee  to  this  village  in  March,  1852.  There  are 
ftUo  charters  for  three  other  Railroads  running  through  this  vil- 
lage. 

The  xilla&ce  of  Waukosha  was  incorporated  in  1853,  and  now  has 
m  popuIati(»n  of  about  2,200.  It  contains  one  saw  mill,  one  flouring 
Biill,  two  foundries,  one  railroad  car  factory,  one  machine  shop, 
ene  threshing  machine  manufactory,  two  breweries,  nine  black- 
smith shops,  nine  b<iot  and  shoe  shops,  two  paint  shops,  one  cooper 
shop,  one  carriage  and  wagon  manufactory,  two  tailors'  shops,  two 
millinery  establishments,  twt>  jewelry  shops,  three  saddle  and  har- 
ness establishments,  two  cabinet  ware-rooms,  two  tin  and  sheet- 
jron  manufactu.ing  establishments,  two  etone-cutting  establish- 
ments, two  butchers' shops,  three  drug  st»res,  three  stationery  and 
book  stores,  three  hardware  stores,  five  dry  goods  stores,  seven 
grcKseriei>,  three  hotels,  two  livery  stables,  nine  physicians  one 
daguerreian  room,  one  portrait  painter,  otie  dentist,  seven  lawyers, 
twelve  minit)ti*rd  of  the  gospel,  besides  Rey.  Dr.  Sataoe,  Presi* 
dent  of  Carroll  College ;  eight  churches,  the  court-house  and  jail, 
a  college,  a  female  seminary,  the  Waukesha  County  Bank,  two 
printing  presties,  one  literary  paper,  and  two  newspapers. 


Ko.4.— OLD  SETTLERS. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  February,  A.  D.  1837,  we  in  cx)m« 
pany  with  Augustus  Story,  (a  nephew  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Bn>ST,)  s'arted  from  Milwaukee  on  a  tonr  to  the  mining  regions* 
We  were  both  young  and  green  in  evtry  thing  connected  with 
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western  life,  if  not  Dpon  general  principleB.  Onr  ontfit  eonsi^ted  of 
two  Ifidtan  poiiieSi  rigged  with  pack-saddles,  sadcJIe-bags,  hlankete, 
*'  provisions  for  man  and  beast,"  with  a  fuw  extra  '^  Ifquids."   The 
snow  was  about  ten  inches  deep,  and  the  weather  extremely  cold 
— say  10  or  15  degrees  below  0.    We  reached  Prairie  Village  the 
firdt  night,  pretty  much  ^'nsed  up,"  being  unaccustomed  to  riding, 
especially  through  heavy  timber,  where  there  was  no  road,  except 
what  we  made  for  each  other,  in  travelling  in  ^^  Indian  file.''     At 
Prairie  Village,  (now  Waukesha,)  we  put  up  at  the  best  house  in 
town,  which  was  a  small  log  cabin,  abput  fifteen  feet  square,  and 
contained  but  one  room  and  two  beds.    Some  five  or  six  travellers 
from  other  directions,  had  arrived  in  advance  of  us,  and  a  ^' sight" 
for  lodgings  looked  rather  dubious.     Upon  inquiry,  we  were  told 
that  we  could  stay,  as  it  was  a  standing  rule  of  the  country  to  en- 
tertain all  travellers,  regardless  of  accommodation,  for  nece^Bity 
compe'led  it.    After  partaking  of  a  very  palatable  supper,  con- 
sisting of  fried  pork  and  bread,  the  two  beds  were  properly  divid- 
ed  among  the  crowd  upon  the  floor ;  but,  having  a  good  supply  of 
blankets  ourselves,  we  refused  our  proportion,  and  made  our  bed 
near  the  stove  ;  ^ad  being  so  much  fatigued,  from  our  journey,  we 
soon  fell  asleep,  and  did  not  even  awake  until  daj  light  pres^6d 
the  duty   up<>n   us.    After,  having  breakfasted,  we  resumed  our 
journey  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Atkinson.    Being  aware  of  the 
fact,  that  there  was  no  house  on  the  route  between  Prairie  Village 
and  that  point,  we  prepared  ourselves  for  the  worst.  The  road  was 
but  an  Indian  trail,  completely  hidden  by  the  snow  ;  so  we  were 
compelled  to  travel  by  compass  instead  of  "trails."    We  reached 
Bock  River  just  as  the  daygod  was  sinking  in  the  west;  and,  as 
good  luck  would  have  it,  we  discovered  a  light  a  short  distance 
fiom  the  river,  and  directed  our  steps  towards  it.     Upon  our  arri- 
val at  thoHpot  from  whence  it  proceeded,  we  found  some  o!d  ft  it^nds, 
whom  wo  had  previoualy  seen  at  Prairie  Village — the  Messrs. 
FoSTKR,  of  Fort  Atkinson.    This  was  the  only  cabin  in  the  place. 
It  had  just  been  completed,  and  was  located  near  the  old  Kort. 
Beader,if  you  were  ever  cold,  hungry,  weary,  ^^dry**  and  wet,  at 
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the  same  time,  yon  csn  imngine  onr  feelings  on  that  occasion.  The 
accoininodatiiHis  were  somewhat  limited,  it  being  h  log  cabin  of 
about  the  usual  size,  and  contained  but  one  room  occupied  by  two 
families.  Ten  travellers,  besides  ourselves,  had  bespoken  lodg* 
ingB  fur  the  night ;  still  we  were  comfortably  provided  for. 

Tlie  next  morning,  with  much  reluctance,  we  again  resumed  our 
journey,  weary  and  sore.  We  would  willingly  have  retreated ; 
but  did  not  do  so,  lest  wo  should  be  laughed  at.  Wo  were  in* 
formed  that  the  next  nearest  stopping  place  (except  among  the  nr. 
tires)  was  at  IIanet^s,  near  the  Blue  Mouude,  a  diotance  of  50 
miles.  It  was  a  cold,  cloudy  day.  Our  compass,  from  some  un- 
known cause,  refused  to  perform  its  duty;  and  after  travelling 
five  or  six  miles,  we  wore  unab!e  to  determine  whether  we  were 
going  west  or  cast.  Our  comrade  becoming  weary  and  dit^cour* 
aged,  seemed  determined  to  take  the  back  track ;  but  this  we  de- 
murred to,  as  being  contra  to  our  early  education.  We  took  the 
lead,  and  kept  it  till  about  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  looking  round 
for  onr  friend  Story,  we  found  that  we  had  distanced  him,  and  that 
he  was  not  in  s'ght  We  halted  for  a  short  time,  when  he  came 
up,  and  insisted  upon  ^^campiug''  upon  the  spot.^  We  as-^nred  him 
that  we  would  reach  an  Indian  settlement,  on  the  First  Lake,  be- 
fore dark  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  fallow.  lie  finally  consented 
to  do  80,  and  we  again  led  the  way  till  night  overtook  us,  when  we 
halted  on  the  banks  of  the  Catfi-h  river,  near  the  ])ro8ent  site  of 
the  village  of  Dunkirk.  After  brushing  the  snow  away  from  au 
old  log,  wo  struck  up  a  fire,  turned  our  pony  loose  to  browse,  and 
made  preparations  for  lodgings.  Our  compauion  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived, and  we  started  on  the  back  track  in  st^arch  of  him.  Twi- 
light was  fast  deepening  into  night ;  and  it  soon  became  so  dark, 
that  we  could  only  proceed  in  the  direction  from  whertce  we  came 
by  feeling  the  footprints  of  our  pony  in  the  snow.  Placed  in  thii 
dilemma,  we  knew  not  what  course  to  pursue.  The  wolves  com- 
menced howling  around  us,  evidently  intending  to  give  us  their 
hand,  without  a  f  irmal  introduction ;  and  at  times  they  Would  sp- 
pnmch  ao  near  ua  that  we  could  aoo  their  glaring  eye-balls  through 
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the  darkueas.  In  this  manner  we  felt  onr  way  back  for  the  distance 
of  abont  a  mile,  when  we  met  our  companion  who  was  coni|jlete- 
]j  exhausted.  He  was  proceeding  on  foot,  feeling  his  way,  and 
leading  his  pony — cursing  both  us  and  the  country.  We  as<)iired 
him  that  we  had  procured  the  best  of  lodgings,  at  the  ^earu^t  ho* 
tel,  which  was  but  a  short  distance  ahead ;  and  iu  this  way  we 
kept  his  spirits  up  until  we  reached  the  lodgings  which  we  had 
provided  by  the  "old  oaken  "  log;  and  never  were  mortals  more 
happy  than  we  were  on  reaching  it  After  ^pancelling  our  pimies^ 
and  turning  them  loose  to  browbC,  we  looked  after  our  provisions^ 
and  found  that  they  had  "stepped  out,"  or,  in  ot  >er  words,  we  had 
lost  them;  and  nothing  had  we  in  the  shape  of  refreshments,  ex- 
cedt  a  bottle,  about  half  full,  of  "iourth  proof."  We  took  that 
to  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  dilating  it  with  water,  and  tiius  ma- 
king it  more  palatable ;  but  we  found  the  river  frozen  over.  We 
attempted  to  break  the  ice  with  our  fist,  but  it  was  stronger  than 
we  had  anticipated  ;  and  after  dcaUug  it  a  few  blows,  our  knuck< 
les  "  backed  out"  After  seeking  in  vain  to  find  a  stone  near  by 
we  conceived  the  idea  of  breaking  the  ice  through  with  our  bottle ; 
but  at  the  first  blow  the  bottle  yielded,  instead  of  the  ice;  and 
away  went  the  last  t)f  our  liquid  refreihmerUs.  We  returned  to 
the  camp,  and  found  our  friend  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  re-kin- 
die  the  fire,  which  had  nearly  expired.  We  informed  him  of  our  ' 
misfortune,  and  at  the  same  time  reminded  him  that  it  was  useless 
to  mourn  for  ^^spilled  milk,"  or  brandy.  After  a  while  we  succeed* 
ed  in  reyiviug  the  fire,  which  we  took  tnma  in  replenishing  with 
fuel  daring  the  night.  It  was  bo  cold  that  we  should  have  been  fro- 
sen  before  morning,  had  we  not  kept  up  a  fire,  which,  t<»gether 
with  the  time  occnpied  in  keeping  the  wolves  at  bay,  occupied  one 
or  the  other  of  us  antil  day  dawned  upon  as.  The  wolves  watch- 
ed every  move  we  made,  as  thoagb,  (if  possible,)  they  were  mure 
hungry  than  ourselves. 

We  were  ^^  up  and  dressed  "  in  good  season  in  the  morning — not 
having  slept  at  all  daring  the  night — and  proceeded  up  the  Cat- 
fish rirer,  knowing  that  that  ttreaoi  would  lead  us  to  the  "  Fourth. 
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[jako,''  where  were  several  Indian  wig-warns ;  and  when  there,  we 
i^oald  obtain  8otnethin<j:  to  eat,  even  if  it  was  not  of  the  cljoicest 
kind.  At  about  noon  we  reached  the  First  Lake,  and  seeing  moc- 
casin tracks  in  the  snow,  we  followed  them  a  short  distance  to  a 
wigwam,  but  found  it  tentantlcss.  After  searching  it  from  top  to 
bottom,  we  found  a  few  cold  roasted  potatoes,  which,  we  assare 
yon,  (after  liaving  fasted  fi^r  twenty-four  hours,)  relished  well. — 
Wc  remained  in  this  wigwam  an  hour  or  two,  atid  then  passed  on 
t»  the  point  where  Madison  is  now  located.  At  that  time,  neither 
the  axe,  nor  '^  the  shovel  and  the  hoe,"  liad  been  hung  up  or  laid 
down  in  that  vicinity.  It  was  nearly  sundown  when  we  crossed 
the  Third  Lake.  After  travelling  over  the  first  eminence — where 
the  Capitol  now  stands — we  struck  a  ravine,  (between  Capitol* 
square  and  the  present  site  of  the  University,)  where  we  made  a 
halt,  struck  up  a  fire,  and  encamped  for  the  night,  without  even 
making  any  inquiry  about  supper.  The  cold  potatoes  which  we 
ate  at  noon,  snpplied  the  place  of  breakfast,  dinner  and  supper. 
The  weather  had  moderated  a  little,  which,  together  with  the 
hardships  of  the  journey,  and  our  extreme  fatigue,  caused  us  to 
slt-ep  quite  comfortably  during  the  night.  The  next  morning  we 
crossed  Fourth  Lake,  a  distance  of  about  four  miles,  where  we  saw 
a  small  log  cabin,  which  was  the  first  building  of  the  kind  we  had 
seen  since  leaving  Fort  Atkinson.  We  knocked  at  the  door,  but 
all  was  silent  We  were  both  cold  and  hungry,  and  the  sight  of 
a  cabin  was  some  relief.  We  did  not  wait  for/*eremony,  but  bolted 
in,  where  we  found  a  squaw  and  some  four  or  five  pappooses.  We 
•poke  to  her  in  the  Pottawatamie  language,  but  she  made  no  reply. 
We  were  soon  satisfied  that  she  did  not  understand  us.  We  then 
made  all  the  signs  tliat  our  Indian  education  or  ingenuity  would 
admit  of,  t>  show  her  that  we  were  hungry ;  but  all  in  vain.  We 
•zpi'Cted  that  her  husband  would  soon  come  in  and  kick  us  out  of 
doors,  without  waiting  for  an  explanation,  and  were  at  a  loss  what 
to  do.  A  white  man,  however,  soon  came  in,  spoke  to  us  in  good 
English,  and  seemed  glad  to  see  us.  He  informed  us  that  he  was 
a  Canadian,  that  the  sqnaw  was  his  wil'Si  and  that  the  children 
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were  also  his.  The  squaw  belonged  to  the  Winnebago  tribe,  and 
Bpoke  a  different  language  from  the  other  Indians  in  the  vicinity. 
He  had  been  an  Indian  trader  there  for  years.  The  latids  wbich 
he  had  cultivated  had  been  sold  without  his  knowledge;  for,  in 
frtct,  he  took  no  interest  in  anything,  except  trading  in  fun*,  &c. 
His  wife,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  our  wants,  flew  around 
and  prepared  fur  us  a  supper.  It  was  a  kind  of  pot  pie,  which  rel- 
ished very  well.  After  finishing  our  meal,  we  inquired  what  kind 
of  meat  we  hacf  eaten,  and  were  informed  that  it  was  musk  rat. — 
We  remained  there  till  morning,  and  then  lefc  for  tiie  ^^Blne 
Mounds.''  In  the  meantime,  we  had  become  blind,  from  the  efftct 
of  Bore  eyes,  caused  by  too  frequent  ezpofiure  of  our  ocular  organs 
to  the  smoke. 

At  Blue  Mounds  we  found  Mr.  Ebenfzkk  BKiofiAM,  who  still 
resides  there.  By  this  time,  our  eyes  had  become  so  sore,  that  we 
could  not  bear  the  light  We  remained  at  tho  Mounds  a  day  or 
two,  while  our  friend  Stohy  went  on  to  Mineral  Point.  Being 
anxious  to  arrive  at  the  ^'  diggings,"  whether  we  were  able  to  see 
or  not,  we  hired  an  Indian  to  lead  our  pony,  mounted  upon  his 
back*  and  proceeded  to  Mineral  Point.  We  were  obh'ged  to  ride 
blindfolded,  to  protect  our  eyes  from  the  wind.  We  arrived  at  the 
Point  a  little  after  dark,  on  Sunday  evening.  We  were  conducted 
into  a  room  at  tho  principal  hotel,  kept  by  Mr.  Nioiioi^  ;  but  still 
kept  our  eyes  bandaged.  There  were  all  kinds  of  fun,  sports  and 
music  going  on  in  theVoom.  After  sitting  a  while,  wo  removed 
the  bandac];e  from  our  eyes,  washed  them^  and  found  that  they 
were  much  better.  Such  a  sight  as  presented  itself  to  our  view, 
we  never  saw  bo^ore  or  since.  It  seemed  that  tho  miners  were  in 
the  habit  of  a.sembling  there  on  Saturday  nights,  to  drink, 
gamble  and  frolic  until  Monday  morning.  The  house  was  com* 
posed  of  three  or  four  log  cabins  put  together,  with  passage  ways 
cut  from  one  to  another.  This  was  the  only  public  house  in  tho 
place.  The  bar  room,  in  which  we  were  sitting,  contained  a  largo 
bar,  well  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  liqnors.  In  one  c<»rner  o<  the 
roomi  was  a  Faro  Bank,  discounting  to  a  crowd  around  it;  in  aiio- 
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ther  corner  a  Roulette ;  and  in  another,  sat  a  party  engaged  in 
playing  at  cards.  One  man  sat  back  in  a  comer,  playing  a  fiddle, 
to  wliose  masic  two  others  were  dancing  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 
Hundreds  of  dollars  were  lying  upon  the  tables ;  and  among  the 
crowd  were  the  principal  men  of  the  Territorj^ — men  who  held  high 
and  responsible  offices  then,  anddtf  now.  Being  pretty  much  worn 
out  by  our  journey,  we  expressed  a  wish  to  retire.  The  landlord 
showed  us  flirough  a  dark  room,  and  opened  the  door  of  an- 
other, inT  which  two  men  were  also  playing  at  cards,  and  a  third 
lay  drunk  upon  the  floor.  The  landlord  eat  down  his  light,  seized 
the  drunken  man  by  the  collar,  and  dragged  him  i^to  the  next 
room.  He  soon  returned,  and  informed  us  that  we  could  choose 
between  the  beds — there  being  two  in  the  room — and  bid  us  good 
night.  We  sat  down  upon  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  began  to  figure 
in  our  mind  upon  the  chances.  We  had  several  hundred  dollars 
in  our  pocket,  which  we  had  brought  with  us,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  land.*  "We  imagined  that  in  case  they  sliould  get 
''  short,"  they  might  call  for  our  "pile." 

After  studying  a  while,  we  threw  down  the  outside  blanket, 
find  quietly  crawled  into  bed  witli  all  our  clothes  on,  except  cap  and 
boots.  We  had  a  good  bowie-knife  in  our  belt,  and  a  pistol  in 
Bach  pocket;  we  clasped  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  and  in  tliis  way 
we  lay  until  daylight,  and  a  longer  night  we  never  wish  to  see. — 
When  daylight  made  its  appearance,  wc  got  up;  our  room-mates 
were  still  playing  at  cards.  On  going  out  t^  the  bar-room,  we 
Eband  tliat  tlie  crowd  had  mostly  disappeared ;  there  were  here 
and  there  one  or  two  asleep  around  the  room,  and  all  was  still. — 
Die  next  day,  our  companion,  (Mr.  SroEY,)  who  had  been  visiting 
iome  friends  near  by,  came  round.  We  catered  our  lands  and  re- 
tamed  tp  the  Blue  Mounds,  where  wo  laid  in  a  store  of  provisions 
and  left  for  home,  which  we  reached  in  four  days,  having  learned 
the  way,  the  faro,  the  mannera  and  customs  of  the  miners,  and 
haTe  seen  enough  of  travelling  in  a  new  country  to  last  us  from 
that  time  to  the  present. 

*  Pwhapt  it  would  b«  well  to  aUto  here,  in  eonnection  with  thii  Uict,  tbtt  Uu*  was 
pnrieiw  to  our  coDDection  with  poUtiM  or  nawtpftpen.  r. 
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OBJECTS  OF  COLLECTION  DESIRED  BY  THE  SOOIETI. 


1.  MauiMcript  sUtoments  and  narratiTea  of  pioneer  acttlors — ol  \  letters  and  joumali 
velatiTo  to  the  enrly  hintory  and  settlement  of  Wigconsiii,  nnd  of  the  Blnck  Hawk  War  ; 
biographical  notices  of  ^ur  pioneers,  and  of  eminent  citizens,  deceased  ;  and  facta  tUos- 
trative  of  our  indiaii  tnbes,  their  hlKtory.  chanictoriaiics.  sketches  of  their  pruminMit 
chiefs,  orators  and^  warriors,  together  with  contributions  of  Indian  inapl<uoents,  dnm, 
ornaments  and  curiosities. 

3.  PilcR  of  newspafiers,  books,  pamphlets,  collegfo  catalogues ;  mf nutos  of  ecclcsiifti- 
cal  conventions,  astnciatioDS,  coafereucfs  and  synods,  and  other  publicati<%i8  relatiagto 
this  State,  or  Michigan  I'erritory,  of  which  Wisconsin  formed  a  part  froimlnlS  to  1835— 
and  hence  the  Te'-ntorial  Laws  and  Journals,  and  !ilcs  of  Michigan  newspapers  for  thit 
period,  we  are  peculiarly  anxious  to  obtain. 

3.  Drawings  And  descriptions  of  our  ancient  \nonnda  and  fortifications,  their  lise, 
representation  and  locality. 

4.  Information  respecting  any  ancient  coins,  or  otlior  curiositses  fotmd  in  WisconsiD. 
The  contribution  of  buch  articles  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society  is  respectfully  solicited. 

5.  Indian  geographical  namos  of  streams  and  localitiea  in  this  State,  with  their  ftlgoi- 
fications. 

6.  Books  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  such  ns  relate  to  American  history,  travels  and 
biognq)by  in  general  and  the  West  in  particular.family  genealogies, old  ma{raKines.pamph- 
lets,  files  of  newspapers,  maps,  historical  manuscripts,  autographs  of  dibtinguished 
persons,  coins,  medals,  paintings,  portraits,  Ktatuar}'  and  engravings. 

7.  We  solicit  from  Historical  S(tcietios  and  otlier  learned  bodies,  that  Interchange  of 
books  and  other  matenals  by  which  the  usefulness  of  institutiouH  of  this  nature  is «>  ' 
essentially  enhanced — pledging  ourselves  to  repay  such  contributions  by  acts  in  kind  to 
the  full  extent  of  our  our  ability. 

8.  The  Society  particularly  begs  the  favor  and  compliment  of  authors  and  publishcn* 
to  present,  with  their  autographs,  copies  of  their  respective  worki*  for  its  Library. 

9.  Editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  mofn^ziues  and  revjows.  will  converalirfig 
favor  on  the  Society  by  coutiibuting  their  publications  retrularly  for  its  library— or,  at 
least,  such  nnmbors  as  may  eoutaiu  articles  bearing  upon  Wisconsin  h  story,  biagniiij, 
geography,  or  antiquities ;  all  whivh  will  be  carefully  preserved  for  binding. 

Patkr.ifes  for  the  Society  may  ha  sent  to,  or  depowted  with,  the  following  gcnt1eiflM» 
▼ho  have  kindly  consented  to  take  charge  of  them.  Such  parcels,  to  prevent  uiiiitAhlib 
should  be  properly  envelofH-d  and  addressed,  even  if  but  a  single  article ;  nud  it  wodd, 
farthermore,  be  desirable,  that  donors  should  f(»rward  to  the  Corresponding  SecreUiJ  * 
gpecitication  of  books  or  articles  donated  and  deposited. 

DEPOSITAlilES. 

Gi  f&  J.  A.  HmsiN,  at  Lippincott,  Grambo  A  Co.*s  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  G.  Ubaicf.,  Antiquarian  Bo  ^k  Store,  liostou. 

Charles  B.  Noaro.N,  Aht<ir  Place.  New  York. 

JoBi.  MuNSBLi.,  Publisher,  78  State  Street,  Albany. 

GEoaoB  OooKN  Deeto  <&  Co.,  Washington  City. 

C.  R.  Stabkweatheb.  No.  102  Mlchi^ptn  Avenue,  Chicago. 

0.  C.  SimioNs,  City  Recorder,  St  Louis. 

L  A.  Lapuam.  Milwaukee. 

David  Andeeson.  Cincinnati. 

Jesse  Clembjit,  Editor  Western  Literary  Messenger,  Buffalo. 

ff  Donors  to  the  Society's  Library  and  Collections  will,  in  return,  be  plieed  qbob 
th«  hat  of  exchAogee,  and  receive  equiValtnt  pnblicatioiis  of  tibe  Society. 
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',  early  settler  atMukwanago,  138 

bell,  Capt.  Donald,  of  Detroit,  26—38 

Hon.  Wm.  W,  works  promised,     ,  .11 

Dter,  Stephen  H^  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1854,  16 

Librarian  -1855,  3 

I  or  Tomab,  head  chief  of  the  Menomoneoff,  53 — 58 

1  or  Mau-cau-tau-bee,  son  of  Tomah,  58,  69 

f,  a  Menomonee  chief  in  1763  38 

r's  Travels,  copy  of,  in  the  Library,  6 

gas-o-egay,  a  Menomonee  chie(  i.                          69 
en,  Lewis,  as  Gov,  of  Michigan  Ter.  appoints  judicial  officers 

for  Wisconsin,  61 

1827,  holds  treaty  at  Butte  des  Morts  69,  73,  95 

efforts  to  suppress  the  Winnebaeo  outbreak,        95,  96 

opinion  concerning  tides  on  the  Northern  Lakes,  62 

French  historieal  manuscripts,  21 

portrait  promised,  13 

h  River,  of  the  Four  Lakes,  100,  141 

B-of-the-Eartb,  a  Chippewa  orator,  123 

iler,  Daniel,  early  settler  of  Wauksaha,  •                          137 

bera,  Col.  Talbot,  commandant,  at  Mackinaw  and  Green  Bay,      49—51 

berlin,B.F.,  early  settler  of  WMikesha,  1S7 

flitown,  Calumet  county,  104 
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Ghateaabriand,  love  of  nature,  6ft 

Chicagoux  meotioned  in  1726,  28 

Chicago  in  1816,  50 

Chippewa  county,  derivation  of  name,  112 
Chippewas  or  Sauteurs,  early  notices  of,                                  23,  33«— 47,  1 18 

sketch  of  manners  and  customs,  119 

Medicine  Men,  123, 124 

^                                     Totems  or  trilml  distinctions,  124,  125 

Bear  bunting,  126 

Burial  of  the  dead,  1 26 

Cholera  at  Galena,  in  1832,  86 

Churchill,  E^  early  settler  at  Waukesha,  1 37 

Clark,  Gen.  George  Rogers,  Edward's  portrait  of,  12 

county  in  Wisconsin  named  after  bin,  12 

re-captured  Vincenneain  1779,  61 

Clark,  Darwin,  contributor  of  newspaper  files,  7 

Clarke,  Julius  T.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1866,  8 

Clay,  Thomas  H.,  gift  of  Napoleon  medals,  11 

Clear  Water,  or  Eau  Claire  nver,  Indian  name  of,  126 

Clinton,  Dewitt,  personal  memorial  of  promised,  11 

Clinton,  Edmund  D.,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  131 

early  settler  of  Waukesha,  137 

Allen,            **                       "  127 

Columbia  county,  named  after  Columbus,  US 

its  primitive  beauty,  76 

1827,  troops  march  there,  96 

1 828,  Fort  Winnebago  established,  97, 101 
1832,         "                 garrieoned,        72,  78, 7«,  100,  104 

Congressional  publications  in  the  Library,  7 

Conant's  or  Red  Cedar  Rapids,  Indian  name  of,  122 

Conjurer  or  Medicine  Man,                             ^  123,124 

Conover,  Prof.  0.  M^  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  1854-6,  3.  16,19 

Continental  paper  money,  11 

Copper  or  Rocky  river,  Indian  name  of,  120 

Copper  ore  at  Mineral  Point,  80 

Cornwall,  Dr.  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  181 

Cramer,  Eliphalet,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  181 

Wm.  E.  contributor  of  newspaper  files,  7 

Crawfish,  River,  100 

Crawford  county,  derivation  of  name  112 

see  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Fort  76 

Crocker,  Hon.  Hans,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  128,  181 

Cfioghan,  Col.  George,  Indian  Agent  8S 

captured  by  Indians,  46 

Cross,  William,  fami^r  with  Chippewa  language  andeuitoma  110 

Crow,  The,  a  Chippeini,  exploit  of  121 

Crownheart,  Charles,  early  settler  of  Waukedw,  1 87 

CttahoMD,  Peter  N.           <*                   "  132 


161 

ti^  O;  W.*P^  of  Ariiagton,  promised  memorta)  of  WjnhiDgtoo,  1 1 

hfi  M.  D.  and  A.  R.,  early  settlers  of  Waukesha,  134 — 1S7 

D. 

16  ooaDtj,  origin  of  name,  primitive  beauty,  76, 78,  IIS 

Blue  Mounds,  tradiiiooary  battle  fought  there  OQ 

Brigham  and  Haney,  early  settlers  07, 141 

Indian  war  of  1832,  70,  70,  98—100 

Rowan,  early  trader  at  head  Fourth  Lake,  100, 143,  144 

former  localities  of  Indian  towns,  lOl,  141, 148 

ling  Enoch,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee  131; 

is,  H.  N.  early  settler  at  Waukesha,             .  18? 

'is,  William,  family  murdered  by  Indians,  98,  09 

idson,  Rev.  Dr.  Robert,  works  promised,  1 1 

d  Full  or  Trap  river,  Indian  name  of,  120 

Boisbriante,  M.,  in  the  Illinois  country,  22 

aney,  John,  contributor  of  newspaper  files,  7 

nplaine,  George  P^  early  settler  at  Milwaukee,  131 

Ligney,  at  Green  Bay  in  1726,  21 

mis,  Hon  Wm.  L.,  eariy  Feltlor  at  Milwaukee^  '     128,  129, 131 

Peystor,  Col.  A,  S.,  commandant  at  Mackinaw,  his  volume,  36,  67 

Plaincs  river,  origin  of  name,  118 

Biette,  M.,  in  the  Illinois  country  in  1726,  21 

roitf  a  French  post  in  1726,  22 

1761,  surrendered  to  the  English,  06 

in  1761-63,  26—46 

Hamilton's  expedition  from,  in  1778,  61 

surrendered  to  the  United  States,  1796,  66 

10  1816,  60,61 

in  1 832,  the  ultima  tbule  of  N.  W.  poet  offioee,  64 

Gazette,  old  file  of  in  the  Library,  8 

il  or  Bali  Play  Creek,  Indian  name  of,  120 

rey,  Ex-Go?.  Nelson,  a  V.  P.  of  Wis.  Hist.  Societyv  3 

portrait  promised,  13 

loor  Aking,  an  old  Sac  chief,  26,  41,  48 

>bi«s  Capt.,  eariy  upvigator  on  the  Northern  Lakes,  40,60 

Ige,  Hon.  Henrv,  in  Winnebago  War,  1 827,  96 

in  Black  Hawk  war,  1882,  78,  79, 100 

Gov.  of  Wis.  Territory,  pardons  Indians,  129 

portrait  pmmtsed,  16 

Ife county,  namea  after  Gen.  Dodge,         *  112 

I<^i11e.  in  1 828,  9; 

iver,  Ira,  eariy  settler  of  Waukesha,  13* 

^i  Ex- Got.  James  D.,  contributions  to  the  Library,  7,  8 

invited  to  elucidate  Indian  nainea,  118 

HBi&,  George  D.»  and  T.  G.,  eariy  settlers  of  Milwaukee,  181 

earlv  settler  of  Ottowa,  188 

p«V  Lyman  C,  Cor.  Sed.  of  Wia.  Hist  Society,  1864~'6,  6. 1^ 

contributor  of  Mwipaper  filei^  * 
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ezplanatory  notes,  25,  26,  28,  33,  34,  35,  44,  46,  47,  50, 
61,67,  58,  «1,  62, 66,  68,  69,  72,  87,  92, 104,  108,  111 

Drummond's  Island,  British  Indian  annuities  paid  there,  65,  67 

Da  Bay's  Trading  Post,  or  the  Point,  Indian  name  of,  122 

Ducks,  wild,  on  Fox  River  and  Green  Bar,  63, 74 

Dunn,  Hon.  Charles,  of  the  Tertitorial  JudiciaiT,  127 

DuiTitt,  Daniel  S^  member  Executive  Com.  Wis.  Hist,  Society,  1866,  8 

E. 

Eagle  Creek,  Kichland  county,  I07 

Sau  Claire,  or  Clear  Water  River,  and  Mills,  Indian  names  of.  120,  122 

Eau  Pleine,  or  Full  Water  River,  Indian  name  of  120 

Edgtfton,  E.  W.  early  settler  oT  Milwaukee,  131 

early  settler  of  Summit,  138 

Edwards,  Clement  R,  portraits  of  Gen.  Clark  and  Dr.  Powell,  12 

Gov.  Ninian,  of  III.,  re-conveys  Indian  lands,  98 

Eldred,  E.,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  133 

Ellis,  Gen.  Albert  G.,  a  V.  P.  of  Wis.  Hist.  Society,  1855,  3 

contributor  of  newspaper  files,  7 

invited  to  elucidate  Indian  names,  118 

Eod-of-Bapids,  or  Whitney  Rapids,  Indian  name  of,  122 

English  take  possession  of  Western  ports,  m  1761,  25,  66 

surrender  them  to  the  United  States,  in  1796,  66 

Efi&ex  Institute  publications,  8 

Etherington,  Capt.  George,  surprized  at  Mackinaw,  in  1763,  38 — 47 

sketch  of,  47 

Evans,  Lewis,  early  Map  and  A^nalysis,  6 

F. 

Falls  of  Wisconsin  River,  121,  122 
Farwell,  Ex-Gev.  Leonard  J.,  member  of  Ex.  Committee  of  Wis. 

Hist  Soo,  1864-5,  3, 16 

portrait  promised,  13 

Flagg,  Hon.  Edmund,  works  promised,  1 1 

First  Lake,  Indian  settlement  on,  141 

Fisher,  an  early  Wisconsin  Indian  trader,  47 

Fond  du  Lac,  Lake  Superior,  66,  112 

county,  derivation  of  name,  112 

Force,  Lieut  George,  killed  by  Indians,  80,  99,  100 

Forks  of  Wisconsin  River,  120 

Foster,  Messrs.,  first  settlers  at  Fort  Atkinson,  140 

Fort  Atkinson,  mentioned,         '  100,  140 

Crawford,  a\  Prairie  du  Chien,  75 

Holmes,  at  Mackinaw,  66 

Howard,  near  Green  Bay,  62,  67,  72,  71 

Snelling,  Indim  murden  there,  71 

Wiicebago,  72, 73,  76,  96,  97,  100,  101,  104 

Four'Lakea  alluded  to,  78 

H  ^             Indian  TiibigM  •&,  101, 141,  148 

Foorth  Lake,  early  trading  oatablishmaiit  ct  head  o(  :  100,  143,  Hi 
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Foxes,  or  RojDards,  traditionarj  war  with  the  Winnebagoes,  80 — 03 

war  with  the  French,  93- 

make  peace  with  the  French,  in  1726.  21 — 23, 
friendly  to  English,  visit  Green  Bay,  <fec.,  1762  '3,  31 — 42 
participate  in  Indian  war  of  1832,        71— 8X>,  98 — 100. 

Fox  River  Valley,  beautiful  scenery  oQ  73 

Frankenstein,  G.  N^  promised  painting,  13 

John        ««             M  13 

Frazier,  Hon.  William  C,  of  the  TerritorialJudiciary,  sketch  of,  127 

Freight  on  the  Lakes,  price  of,  in  1816,  50. 

French  at  Green  Bay  and  La  Pointe  in  1726,  21,  22 

surrender  western  ports  to  the  English,  1761,  25,  60 

Fuller,  early  settler  of  Pewaukee,  13$ 

G. 

Gale,  John,  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  138 
Galena,                                                                           75,  76,  81, 85,  05,90> 

Miners^  Journal,  early  file  of  in  Library,  8 

Geographical  Names  ef  Wisconsin,  paper  on,  110 

Georgia  Historical  Society's  oo-operation,                       *  9 

GKlman,  W.  W.,  early  settler  of  .Milwaukee,  *    131 

Gilmor,  Robert,  of  Baltimore,  24 

GUdwin,  Maj.  Henry,  commandant  at  Detroit,  36 

Gbddard,  an  early  Wisconsin  Indian  trader,  20,  27,  38,  48 

Goodnow,  Lyman  and  E.  W.,  early  settlers  of  Waukesha,  137 

Gorrell,  Lieut  James,  Journal  kept  at  Green  Bay,  10,  24,25 

Gout,  Indian  remedy  for,  54 

Grand  Father  Bull  Falls,  navigated  by  two  Indians,  121 

Grand  Rapids,  alluded  to,  123 

Grand  Rapids  Mills,  Indian  name  of,  122 

Grant  County,  called  after  a  trapper  of  that  name,  112 

Grant^s,  or  Two  Sided  Rapids,  Indian  name  of,  122 

(iraverat,  Henry,  of  Mackinaw,  55,  56 

Green  Bay,  the  French  there  in  1726,  21 

English  there,  1 76 1  —'63,  25,  47' 

in  1 8 1 6  —'  1 7,  recollections  of,  49—63 

1827,  a  force  marched  thence  against  Winnebagoes,  99 

1832,  Indian  War,  64, 67,  70,  72 

early  military  road,  and  land  office  104,  130 

Intelliffencer,  early  file  of,  in  Library,  7 

Green,  Emmerson,  killed  by  Indians  at  Bine  Mounds,  99  • 

Greene  County,  named  after  Gen.  Greene,          ,  112 

Grizzly  Bear,  orator  of  the  Menomonees,  69,  74 

Chouse,  abundance  of,  76 

H. 

Hall,  the  Miseea,  eaptivity  and  release  of,  98,  99 

Hamilton,  Henry,  British  Gk>TerDor|  expedition  against  Yineennes,  61 

20 
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Hanej,  «ar]j  settler  of  Dana  county, 

Hard  times  in  WisconBin,  1837 — '38» 

Harney,  Col.,  superintends  erection  of  Fort  Winnebago, 

Harrison,  President,  personal  memorial  o^  promised, 

Harvard,  University  publications, 

Haskins,  R.  W.,  Legend  of  the  Winnebagoes^ 

Haseltine,  Ira  S.,  sketch  of  Richland  cointy, 

Hatch,  an  early  settler  of  Oconomowoc, 

Hathaway,  Joshua,  paper  on  Indian  Names, 

Hawley,  Cyrus,  an  early  settler  of  Milwaukee, 

Hemlock  Island,  Indian  name  of, 

Hennepin,  Father,  early  explorer, 

Henry  Alexander,  an  early  Indian  trader, 

Higley,  O.  N.  afk  early  settler  of  Waukesha, 

Historical  works,  number  in  library, 

local,  useful  in  tracing  genealogy, 

Historical  Societies,  collections,  exchanges  and  co-operation, 

their  uses  and  value, 
cornmended  by  Webster  and  Wiothrop, 

Historical  and  Scientific  Sketches  of  Michigan,  cited, 

Hoetellin^,  Peter,  early  navigator  of  Lake  Winnebago, 

HoIme^  Fort,  at  Mackinaw, 

Horse  tbeivei  and  gamblers  driven  off  by  Brothertowns, 

Howard,  Fort, 

Hunt,  John  W^  Rec  Sec.  Wis.  Hist  Society.  1854-'5, 

contributor  of  newspaper  file. 
Gazetteer  of  Wisconsin,  cited, 

Hntchins,  Thomas,  noticed, 

I. 

Illinois,  or  Isle  Aux  Noix,  Indians, 

country,  M.  De  Boisbriante  and  M.  De  Siette,  early 
commanders, 
Indian  Names,  and  Indian  Nomenclature,  papers  on, 
Indians^  unfavorable  to  civilization, 

kindness  of  General  Government  towards, 
Indian  Waris  Winnebagoes  with  Sacs  and  Foxes, 

French  against  the  Foxes, 
Pontiac's  outbreak,  1763, 
Winnebago  disturbance  1837, 
•  Black  Hawk's, 

International  literary  exchanges, 
Iowa  Indians  probably  alluded  to 
Iowa  county,  origin  of  name, 
Irwin,  Judge  David,  of  Territorial  Judiciary, 
Isle  Castor,  in  Green  Bay, 

J. 

Jaokaon,  President,  Mills'  Statuette  of  promised, 

Johnston's  portrait  of  promiNd 
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132. 133,  138 

101 

11 

9 

86 

107 

138 

116 

128,  131 

122 

66 

46 

137 

7 

9 

8,  9, 146 

14,16 

14 

62 

106 

66 

105,  106 

62,  67,  72.  78 

3,16 

9 

108 

33,38, 
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French 


21,22 

110,119 

70 

81—84 

89—93 

93 

39—46 

86,  87,  95—97 

71—85,  98—100 

11^ 

32,  sa 
lis 

127 

43,  46 
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Jamestown,  Ruins^  Sully's  intended  painting  of  12 

Jamet,  Lieutenant,  killed  at  Mackinaw  in  1708,  39 

Jefferson  county,  named  after  President  Jefferson,  119 

Jenny  Bull  Falls  and  Rapids,  Indian  names  of,  121,  122 

Jesilit  Relations  of  New  France,  1 643 — ^^4,  in  Library,  6 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  at  Detroit  in  1761,  26 

Johmton,  John  R,  portrait  of  Gen.  Jackson  promised,  12, 18 

Jonei^  Milo,  an  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  131 

Peter,  a  missionary  to  the  Indians,  111 

Judiciary  of  Wisconsin  in  1837— '8,  127 
Juneau,  Solomon,                                                                         97,  Id0-»1S4 

K. 

Ka-kak-o-na-yosh,  or  the  Sparrow  Hawk,  123 

Kaush-kau- no-naive,  or  Qrizzly  Bear,  69,  74 

Keokuk,  chief  of  the  Saos  and  Foxet^  85 

Ke-wau-nee,  origin  and  signification  of  name,  1 17 

Kickapoos,  alluded  to,  23 

Kilbourn,  Hon.  Byron,  ehrly  settler  of  Milwaukee,  180 

Kill  Snake  Settlement,  Calumet  county,  104 

King,  James  and  Edward  W.,  early  Waukesha  8ettl«)n,  IST 

Knapp*s  Creek,  Richland  county,  107 

Koshko  nong,  Lake,  lurking  place  of  Black  Hawk\i  foUowen,  72,  118 

L. 

La  Bay,  or  Green  Bay,  25 

Lac  Courteoreille,  origin  and  meaning  of  the  narae^  114 

Lac  Flambeau,  or  Torch  Lake,  origin  of  name,  114 

LafayetteTcounty,  named  after  Gen.  Lafayette,  113- 

Lafromboise,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  134 
Lake  Winnebago  mentioned,                                                26,32,  52,  74, 106 

Landfing  and  son,  killed  in  the  Sac  country,  38 

Lapbam,  Increase  A.,  V.  P.  Wis.,  Hist  Society,  8 

LaPointe,  French  post  at,  in  1720,  22 

county,  origin  of  name,  113,  128 

La  Salle,  early  French  explorer,  66 

Law,  John,  early  influential  settler  at  Green  Bay,  58,  6 1 

Iaws,  early  codes,  governing  Wisconsin,  in  Library,  8 

Lead  ore,  di^ginir  and  smelling,  miners'  claims,  80,  81,  98 

Legend  of  the  Winnebagoes,  86 

Letcarbot*8  History  of  New  France,  1609,  '6 
Leslie,  Lieutenant,  in  command  at  Mackinaw,                               25,  83,  69,  47 

Lettres  Edifiautes  et  Curieuses,  set  in  Library,  6 

Light  Cloud,  or  The  Prophet,  12,  72, 84 

Utde  Bull  or  Spruce  Falls,  Indian  name  of,  1 2^ 

Detroit,  on  south  side  of  Green  Bay,  31,  82,  48 

Eau  Pleine,  or  Rice  Stalks*  river,  Indian  name  of,  12o 

Pine  Creek,  Indian  name  0^  12o 

Prairie  Creek,  12o 

Looal  histories,  useful  in  tracing  genealogy,  9 
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Lockwood,  Robert,  early  settler  of  Wanketlia,  18S 

Loesing,  Benson  J^  works  promisedi  11 

Lottridge,  an  early  Wisconsin  Indian  trader,  37,  45 

Loud  Thunder,  Black  Hawk's  son,  12,  72,  84 

Leve,  Robert,  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  137 

Luddington,  Messrs.,  early  Milwaukee  settlers,  133 

Lutliej',  early  settler  at  Waukesha,  134, 135 

Mackinaw,  early  notices  of,  25 — 47,  64 — 67 

Hadisou,  its  primitive  appearanoe,  100,101,148 

Maine  Hist.  Society,  uurcpresented  in  the  Library,  8 

Manderville,  John,  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  134, 137 

Manitowoc,  derivation  and  meaiiiug,  111,  117 

Mann,  Moody,  early  settler  of  Calumet,  104 

Maps,  early,  of  the  West,  in  tho  Library,  6,11 

Martin,  Hon.  Morgan  L.,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  131 

V.  F.  of  the  Wis.  Hist.  Society,  3 

S.  H. ,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  131 

Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  Sully "s  promised  portrait,  IS 

Marsh,  Rev.  Cutting,  a  pioneer  missionary,  104 

Maryland  Historical  Society's  co-operation,  9 

Haskouteiis,  23 

Massachusetts  Hist.  Society's  collections,  8,  9 

McKay,  an  early  Wisconsin  Indian  trader,  26 

McLane,  Hon.  G-.  R.,  a  V.  P.  of  Wis.  Hist  Society,  3 

McMillen,  an  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  135,  13G 

McNcilK  Col.  John,  commandant  at  Mackinaw,  51 

Mend  all,  Ezra,  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  ,        137 

Medicine  Man,  or  Conjuror,  123,  124 

Menomonecs,  or  Folles  Avoines,  28—47,  52—58,  68—77, 90 

Menomonee,  or  Shanty  Town,  Green  Bay,  67 

Mil  1  C  reek,  or  Waupeoty  River,  1 1 8,  1 20 

Miller,  Col.  John,  commandant  at  Green  Bay,  49 — 52 

Mills,  Clark,  Statuette  of  Jackson  promised  11 

Hon.  Simeon,  member  Executive  Committee,  1854' — 5,  3, 16 

Milwaukee,  origin  of  name,  edrly  settlement,    32, 35, 37,  1 13,  116,  1 30—134 

Mineral  Pointy  early  notices  of,  80,  97, 144,  145 

Mining  District,  digging  mineral,  smelting,  80,  81,  98 

Mitchell,  S.  Augustus,  map  publications  promised,  11 

Alexander,  early  settler  of  Milwaukee,  l33 

Mont  trempe-Feau,  origin  and  meaning,  114 

Moran,  an  early  Wisconsin  Indian  trader,  38,  48 

Morse,  Dr.  J.,  Indian  Tour  and  Report,  35,  68,  61,  111 

Morton,  Col.,  Register  of  Milwaukee  Land  Office,  127,  1S9 

Mountain  of  Stars,  origin  of  name,  114 

Mttk-wan-ago,  or  Me-qon-i-go,  118,  135, 138 

MuDsees  in  Wisconsin,  68 

Murry,  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  135 

Mnskego,  meaning,  117 
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Nah-pope,  bead  chief  of  the  Sacs  and  Faxes,  72,  84 

Na-Molte,  a  Menomonee  chief  69 

Napoleon  medals,  11 

Na-ahe-a  kosk,  or  Loud  Thunder,  Black  HawVs  son,  12,  72,  84 

Natural  bridge  over  Pine  River,  Richland  couotj,  108 

IfaTarino,  Green  Bay,  67 

Nelaon,  Menrs.,  early  settlers  of  Waukesha,  136 

Nesbotab,  origin  and  meaninff,  11^ 

New  England  Historic-Genealogica]  Society's  publications,  8 

New  Hampshire  Hist  Society's  collections,  8 

New  Jersey,                u          a          u  8 

Newspapers,  files  of  in  the  Library,  7, 8 

New  Wood  River  and  Rapid-",  Indian  names  of  120,  191 

New  York  Hist  Society,  unrepresented  in  the  Library,  9 

Nichols,  early  hotel  keeper  at  Mineral  Point,  144, 146 

Nickel],  A.  C.  early  settler  at  Waukesha,  196 

Nilee'  National  Register,  full  set  in  Library,  0 

O. 

Objects  of  collection  de8ired|by  the  Society,  146 

Qconomowoe,  118,  188 

Officers  of  the  Society  for  18S5,  3 

Ohio  Historical  Society's  collections,  8 

Oneidas  in  Wisconsin,  68 

One-Sided  or  Trap  Rapids,  Indian  name  of,  122 

Onondagas  in  Wisconsin,  68 

OTlaine  or  Des  Plaines  River,  97,  1 18 

Opukwa  or  Rice  Lakes,  76 

Ord  way,  Moses,  an  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  137 

Osh-k-ba-wis,  or  The  Messenger,  a  Chippewa  chief,  123,  124 

Osh-kee  henaw-niew,  or  The  young  Man,  a  Menomonee  chief,    ^  69 

Oshkosh,  head  chief  of  the  Meaomonees,  69 

citT,  people  early  went  for  milling  to  Brothertown  Mills,  104 
Ottowa  Indians,                                                                             23, 8 1—47 

Ottowa,  eariy  settlement,  138 

Onchata,  principal  chief  of  the  Foxes  in  1726,  21,  23 

Owen,  I.  0^  early  settler  of  Waukesha,  137 

P. 

Parkman,  Francis,  the  historian,  10,  24 

Park),  Rufus,  eariy  settler  of  Milwaukee,  181 

Peckatonakie  river,  97 

Pennensha,  an  early  French  trader  among  the  Siour,  41 

Peinsylvania Historical  Society's ceoperation,  0 

Eve.  Post,  early  file  of,  m  Library,  7 

Records  and  Archives,  in  Library,  lO 

Pittigrew  family  murdered  by  Indians^  ^  99^ 

P«-waakee  Lake,  Waukesha oonnty,  118, 136 

early  aettlement,  188 
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Tail,  of  Milwaukee,  127 

Tattemare's  literflrj  excbanges,        12 
Yaudretiil,  Marquia  De,  25,  86 


Vieau,  James,  SeD.i 
Virginia  Hist.  Society, 
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Wallace,  Isaac  H^  108 

Walker,  Hon.  George  H,  1 30 

Walton,  Natbaniely  136 

Walworth  County,  114 

Wa pe>8heka, or  Prophet,  12, 72,  84 
Wardner,  Fred.,  131 

Warm  Cave,  in  Richland  Co.,  108 

Warriner,  Pliney,  86 

Washington,  Geo.,  Sully's  portrait,    12 

personal  me*rials,  1 1 
Water,  transparency,  11 

Watson,  James  Y.  and  Asa  S.,  137 
Waukesha,  113, 116—118,134, 140 
Waupeety  River,  118,  120 

Wausau,  or  Big  Bull  Falls,  122 

Webster,  Daniel  11,  14 

Wee-nip-pe-goes,  35 

Wells,  Hon.  Daniel  Jr.  and  H.  N,  121 
J.  M.  137 

West,  early  maps  of  G,  1 1 

Westfal),  pioneer  of  Calumet,  103, 104 


Wild  Rice,  28,  63,  74 

Williams,  Rev.  Eleazcr  68 

Henry,  131 

Willow  Creek,  109 

Winnebagoes,  21,  28,  42,  63 

Legend  of  86 

hostile,  1827,    86,87,05—97 

Black  Hawk  war,  74, 75,  76,  90 

Winnebago  Fort,      72,  78,  75, 96, 97, 

100,  101,  104 
Lake,      26,  32,  52,  74,  90 


White,  Albert, 

William  A., 
White  Crow,  a  Winnebago, 
Whitesides,  Gen. 
Whiting,  Col,  Henry, 
Whitney,  Daniel, 
Whitney  Rapids, 
Whittlesey,  Col.  Charles, 
Wild  Cat  Currency, 
WUd  Duckj, 


Yellow  Thunder, 
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County, 
Winlhrop,  Hon.  R  C. 
Wisconsin,  origin  of  name, 
early  laws, 
Ter.  organized, 
rapid  settlement. 
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111 
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100 
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early  taverns,  130,140,  '1,  '4,  '5 
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high  prices, 

hard  times. 

Recollections, 

Early  Times, 

Indian  names. 

Reminiscences, 

falls  and  rapids, 

first  railroad, 

governors'  portraits, 
Wisheet,  Indian  chief. 
Woodman,  Cyrus,  V.  P.,  H.  Soc. 
Woodward,  Judge, 
Wyman,  W.  W.,  newspaper  files, 
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Pug^    29 — ^£nd  of  first  line,  instead  of  '*  Bngignkhib,"  read  BflglUh  Bnig, 
M    1  CO— •William  Forck  should  evident]/  read  (^iob«i  Forcx. 
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of  Uto  EvecDtirc  Coimiitkc  vn  held  on  the  ftnt  TxxttdMj  ffreninf  of  Btch  menth. 


OBJECrrS  OF  collection  desired  by  the  SOCIETl 


i.  HADUMript  Atatcments  and  namtivM  of  pioneer  Kttlen — old  lcitcn>  and  journ&Ui  rcUtire  to  i 
cadj  hiitory  and  settlement  of  Wiaconsin,  and  of  the  Black  Ilawk  War  ;  biographical  notiooi  of  o 
pionecn,  and  of  eminent  citizens,  deceased ;  and  facts  illostratiTO  of  our  Indlui  tribes,  their  histM 
diaracteristicfi,  sketches  of  their  prominent  chiefs,  orator.s  and  warriors,  together  with  contributions 
Indian  implements,  drcsn,  ornaments  and  cnriosiUcs. 

2.  Files  of  ncwspaporii,  books,  pamphlets,  college  catalogucn  ;  minutes  of  ecclesiastical  conyentioi 
conferences  and  synods,  and  other  pnblicatlons  relating  to  this  State,  or  Michigan  Territory,  of  wU 
Wisconsin  formed  a  part  from  18IS  to  1835— and  honce  tho  Territorial  Laws  and  Journals,  and  filai 
Michigan  newspapers  for  that  period,  we  are  peculiarly  anxious  to  obtain. 

3.  DrawlnpfN  and  descriptions  of  onr  ancient  mounds  and  fortifications,  tlicir  alae,  represontation  u 
loeality.  I 

4.  Information  raapect  ing  any  ancient  coins,  or  other  curiosities  found  in  Wisc«'>nKin.  The  contribvtM 
of  such  articles  to  tho  Cabinet  of  the  Society  is  respectfully  solicited. 

fi.  Indian  geographical  names  of  streams  and  localities  in  this  State,  with  their  significations. 

6.  Books  of  an  kinds,  and  especially  such  as  relate  to  Amarican  hlatay,  txsttl*  aaA  biography  iagt 
eral  and  the  West  in  particular,  family  genealogies,  old  magazines,  pamphlets,  files  of  newijpqpa 
maps,  historical  manuscripts,  autographs  of  distinguished  persons,  coins,  medals,  paintings,  poital 
ftatoary  and  engravings. 

7.  We  solicit  from  Historical  Societies  and  other  learned  bodiof,  that  Intecdumge  of  books  and  tft 
materials  by  which  the  naefblnoss  of  institotioika  of  this  natnro  ia  ao  raanntially  enhanced— |ls4^ 
onnolTes  tn  repay  such  contributlom  bj  acts  ia  Idiid  to  tha  foil  axtont  of  our  ability. 

8.  Tho  Society  particularly  bags  the  favor  and  compliment  of  authors  and  publishers,  to  ]>reiesii  wit 
theirjautographs,  copies  of  their  respective  works  for  its  Lflnrary 

Ste  Editoni  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  magazines  and  reviews,  will  confer  a  lasting  favor  en  H 
Society  by  contributing  their  publications  regularly  for  it^  library— or,  at  least,  such  nnmban  ai  ■ 
cantain  artidns  boaring  upon  Wisconsin  history,  biography,  geography,  or  antiquities  ;  all  wUch  vffll 
aaiefUly  preserved  for  binding. 

Adages  for  tbe  Society  may  be  sent  to,  or  deposited  with,  the  following  gentlanKan,  who  bava  kMI 
consented  to  tako  charge  of  them.  Such  parcels,  to  prerent  mistakes,  should  be  lurope^f  ^malopiiii 
addreiiad,eTen  If  but  a  single  article  ;  and  it  would,  futhormore,  be  dealnUa,  that  domon  flkoold  Isnu 
to  the  Corresponding  Secrctao'  a  specification  of  books  or  articles  donated  aad  deposited. 

DEPOSITARIKS. 

0.  k  J.  A.  IlBif8K.\,  at  J.  B.  Lippincott*  Co.'s  Philadelphia. 
Hajiukl  G.  Drake,  Antiquarian  Book  Store,  Boston. 
CiiAKUs  B.  Nonroir,  Ap])leton's  Building,  New  York. 
Joel  Uuhul^  Publisher,  78  State  Street,  Albany. 
Gbobok  OtiDSK  Dbkth  k  Co.,  Waahlngton  City. 
C.  R.  STJL&KWXATiixit,  No.  102  Michigan  Avenue,  Cliicago. 
O  C.  Smxom,  City  Becorder,  St  Louis. 

1.  A.  LAnxAir,  Milwaukee. 
Datid  AnaaaoM,  Cincinnati 
Jbssi  CzjncnrT,  Editor  Western  LiterarylMctsenger,  Buflalo. 

V* Donors  to  the  Sodety'f  Ubnry and Coneetioai  will,  la rotui^  ba  pUotd «pM liilM  of 
AMgiiffuid  reealT«  equivalent  publications  of  the  Society. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  His  Exqellbnoy,  Wh.  A,  Babstow, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Wifoonevn : 

Sir: — ^The  nndersigned  Executive  Oommittee  of  the  StatbHib- 
TOBXCAL  BocnPTY  OF  W18CONSIN,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  granting  five  hundred  dollars  annually  to  the  Societj, 
beg  to  present  herewith  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  past 
year,  exhibiting  the  objects  and  extent  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Society,  with  the  accompanying  vouchers.  The  total  receipts  of 
the  year,  including  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  2d  of  January 
last,  have  been  $760  42,  and  the  disbursements  $668  12 — ^leaving 
a  balance  in  die  Treasury  of  $92  30* 

In  presenting  their  Second  Annual  Report,  the  Executive  Oom- 
mittee are  happy  in  being  able  to  congratulate  the  members  of 
the  Society,  and  the  citizens  of  the  State,  on  the  large  measure  of 
success  that  has  attended  the  Society  during  the  past  year.  The 
increase  in  the  library  and  collections  has  been  very  large — with- 
out a  precedent  in  the  history  of  any  similar  association  in  the 
Western  States ;  and  the  Society,  at  the  same  time,  has  increased 
its  hold  upon  the  sympathies  and  kind  offices  of  men  of  letters 
abroad,  and  of  our  own  enlightened  fellow  citizens  of  Wisconsin. 
With  noble  ends  gained  by  honorable  means,  it  is  a  subject  of 
just  pride  to  the  Committee,  that  our  institution,  having  no  selfish, 
sectarian,  partizan,  or  exclusive  aims,  should  thus  receive  the 
wftihu  app^bation  of  the  wise  and  tlie  good  at  home  and  abroad. 
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In  January,  1854,  after  the  Society  had  been  five  years  in  ex- 
istence, there  were  but  fifty  volumes  in  the  library.  At  that  date 
an  efficient  re-organization  was  effected,  and  the  patronage  of  the 
State  secured  ;  and  the  result  was,  that  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1855,  the  library  by  gifts,  purchases  and  exchanges  had  increased 
to  1060  ;  and  now,  after  the  labors  of  another  successful  year,  we 
have  to  report  the  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at 
3115 — exhibiting  an  increase  the  past  year  of  1065  volumes,  thus 
something  more  than  doubliug  the  aggregate  in  a  single  year. 
Of  this  increase,  192  were  by  purchase,  and  873  by  donation  and 
exchange ;  while  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  volumes  pur- 
chased was  130,  and  870  received  by  donation  and  exchange ; 
and  the  50  volumes  which  the  Society  possessed  prior  to  1854, 
were  all  donated.  Thus  of  the  present  number  in  the  library, 
322  volumes  were  purchased,  and  1793  wore  received  by  dona* 
tion  and  exchange.  Daring  the  past  year,  of  the  additions  to 
the  library,  46  volumes  were  folios,  53  were  quartos,  tlie  rest 
chiefly  of  octavo  size  ;  thus  making  now  in  the  library  108  folios, 
and  128  quartos.  These  works  relate  almost  exclusively  to  our 
own  country,  and  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

Works  on  history,  biography,  travels,  bound  newspaper  files,  and 
publications  of  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Societies,   937  vols. 
Congressional  publications,     .  -  -  .      509   " 

Agricultural,  mechanical  and  scientific,    -  -  165  ^' 

State  laws  and  State  legislation,  -  -      150  ^^ 

Miscellaneous,         .....  354  a 


Total,      -  -    2115  <* 

The  character  and  value  of  the  works  added  to  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  demand  a  passing  notice.  The  Committee  have 
had  constantly  in  view  the  paramount  object  of  first  obtaining  all 
works  relating  immediately  or  remotely  to  our  own  State,  and 
then  of  the  West  generally.  Of  this  class  may  bo  mentioned 
the  works  of  Lescarbot,  Marquette,  La  Hontan,.  La  SaUcj 
Hennepin,  Labat,  Lafitau,  Crespel,  Carver,  Henry,  Pike,  Shea, 
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Pranchere,  falconer,  McLeod,  Hanson  and  others.  The  large 
folio  work  on  the  American  Indians,  bj  Hall  and  McKinnej, 
in  three  volumes,  with  120  beautifully  colored  engravings, 
taken  mostly  from  the  collection  of  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington, and  embniciug  among  the  number  several  chieftains  of 
the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Winnebago,  Menomouee,  Sauk  and  Fox 
nations,  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  hbrary.  It  was  pur- 
chased at  considerably  less  than  the  usual  price.  A  large  number 
of  btato,  county  and  town  histories  and  family  genealogies,  re- 
lating to  various  portions  of  tlie  Union,  and  many  of  them  gifts 
from  their  respective  authors,  have  been  added  to  the  library,  and 
serve  a  most  valuable  purj)03e  in  tracing  genealogies,  as  well  as 
facilitating  general  and  local  historical  research  and  investigation. 

Our  newspaper  files,  so  valuable  for  numerous  purposes  of  re- 
ference, have  been  largely  augmented.  Fifty-eight  bound  vol- 
umes have  been  added  during  the  past  twelve  mouths,  of  which 
thirty-thr§e  volumes  relate  to  the  period  preceding  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  printing  press  in  Wisconsin,  in  1833.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  bound  newspaper  liles  now  in  the  library,  including  Niles' 
Kegister,  is  206,  making  almost  a  continuous  series  from  178:1  to 
the  present  time.  We  have  one  prior  volume,  covering  a  portion 
of  1776  and  1777.  We  have  Gen.  Ellis'  file  of  the  Green  Bay 
IrUMigence?'  from  its  commencement,  Dec.  11, 1833  to  Sept.  1835, 
and  then  a  gap  occurs  until  the  establishment  of  the  Wisconsin 
MiquweVj  by  J.  A.  Noonan,  Nov,  8,  1838  ;  but  tliis  hiatus,  we 
hope,  will  be  amply  supplied  by  the  valuable  fi.les  of  territorial 
papers  so  considerately  preserved  and  so  kindly  promised  to  our 
Society,  by  the  Hon.  George  Hyer  and  the  Hon.  Joshua  Hathaway, 
both  early  and  meritorious  jnonec-rs  of  Wisconsin,  and  warm 
friends  of  our  Society.  Rev,  Alfred  Brunson,  another  early  pio- 
neer, has  ijromised  a  file  of  the  iT.  Y.  Advocate  and  Joui^nal^ 
from  Aug.  1832  to  May  1884,  containing  many  of  Mr.  Brunson's 
communications  relative  to  Western  matters  at  that  period ;  G. 
W.  Bliss  promises  a  full  file  of  the  Mineral  Point  Tribtme^  em- 
bracing  8  volumes ;  J.  O.  Oover,  the  Lancastct  Herald^  1861-65; 
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E.  B.  Quiner,  Watertown  Regiatery  1850-54;  Mrs.  Hiram  A. 
Wright,  a  file  of  the  Prairie  du  Chien  Patriot,  1846-51 ;  John 
Dougherty,  a  file  of  the  Oshkosh  Democrat^  1854-55 ;  J.  Crow- 
ley, Menaeha  Advocatej  1854-55;  Gen.  A.  6.  Ellis,  StevenB 
Point  Pvnery,  1853-55 ;  and  Gov.  Doty,  a  file  of  Dr.  Philleo's 
Gdlenian  for  1832,  valaable  as  containing  the  current  news  of 
the  Black  Hawk  war.  Other  early  files  of  "Wisconsin  papers, 
preserved  by  members  of  onr  Society,  residing  at  Milwaukee, 
Mineral  Point,  Kenosha,  Appleton,  Elkhorn  and  Portage  City, 
in  this  State, ^and  Easton,  Pa.,  it  is  anxiously  hoped  will  eventu- 
ally find  their  way  to  our  collections,  and  thus  very  materially 
enrich  this  invaluable  department  of  our  library. 

The  Society  is  in  the  regular  receipt  of  sixty-eight  publications, 
of  which  fifty-two  are  published  in  Wisconsin,  and  of  this  num- 
ber, five  are  dailies,  fifty-one  weeklies,  ten  monthlies,  or  semi- 
monthlies, and  one  quarterly ;  and  there  are  besides,  at  least, 
seven  Wisconsin  weekly  papers,  preserved  for  the  Society,  at 
the  ofElces  of  their  publication— making  a  total  of  seventy-five 
publications  carefully  preserved  for  binding,  and  which  will 
add  largely  to  our  already  respectable  collection  of  newspaper 
files.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  that  the  newspaper  editors  and 
publishers  of  our  State,  who  have  not  hitherto  contributed  their 
respective  publications,  should  do  so  regularly  and,  if  possible, 
from  their  commencement ;  and  those  persons  who  may  possess 
old  files,  are  earnestly  requested  to  bestow  them  upon  the  society. 
Let  it  be  the  pride  of  Wisconsin  that  we  endeavor  to  possess  a 
more  complete  series  of  newspapers  of  our  own  State,  than  does 
any  similar  Society  of  its  State  in  the  XTnion.  Beginning  thus 
early,  if  we  but  persevere  unfalteringly,  we-  can  secure  this  de- 
sirable attainment. 

Daring  the  past  year,  about  two  thousand  pamphlets  and  docu- 
ments have  been  received,  making  our  whole  collection  number 
not  far  irom  three  thousand.  This  kind  of  material  is  important^ 
cofK^>ri8iiig  h^atopy,  atati8ti,cS|  orations,  eukigiesi  speeches  in  Con- 
gress,  catalogues,  essays,  and  public  documents — they  form,  in  the 
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estimation  of  Webster,  "  the  elements  of  history."  They  shonld, 
in  due  time,  be  arranged  by  snbjects,  bonnd  and  indexed,  and 
then  wonld  be  regarded  as  tmly  valnable.  The  cost  of  binding, 
however,  would  be  qnite  an  item. 

Among  the  donors  to  the  library,  ex-Gov.  Tallmadge  is  the 
most  conspicuous  lie  has  presented  his  valuable  collection  of 
Congressional  documents,  for  the  period  he  was  a  member  of  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  from  1832  to  1843,  uniformly  bound,  in  160  vol- 
umes, which  form  a  complete  series.  From  the  Department  of 
State,  Washington,  has  been  received  164  bound  volumes,  com- 
prising mostly  laws,  journals  and  reports  of  national  legislation. 
Hon.  Wm.  B.  Towne,  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  S.  G. 
Drake,  Geo.  R.  Sampson,  John  P.  Jewett,  Rev.  J.  S.  Barry,  Dr. 
Edward  Jarvis,  Wm.  H.  Prescott  and  Hon.  Ohas.  Francis  Adams, 
of  Mass. ;  J.  8.  C.  Abbott,  of  Maine  ;  Rev.  E.  W.  Stone,  R.  L  ; 
Miss  F.  M.  Oaulkins,  Conn. ;  Samuel  Cole  and  G.  O.  Deeth,  D. 
0. ;  J.  B.  Lippinoott  &  Co.,  Phila. ;  S.  G.  Deeth,  N.  J. ;  Dr.  Mar- 
tyn  Paine,  Joel  Munsell,  Mrs.  Emma  Willard,  Dr.  F.  B.  Hough, 
and  J.  H.  Hickcox,  New  York;  D.  B.  Cot^ko  &  Co.,  111.;  N. 
Tnibner,  London ;  and  Silas  Chapman,  D.  S.  Dnrrie,  Hon.  Chas. 
Durkee,  Hon.  Henry  Dodge,  Hon.  L  P.  Walker,  Hon.  B.  0. 
Eastman,  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  jr.,  Hon.  J.  B.  Macy,  Hon.  S.  S. 
Case,  ex  Gov.  J.  D.  Doty,  Dr.  H.  D.  Holt,  Hon.  Chas.  Clement, 
Hon.  Levi  Russell,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Dr.  W.  H.  Brisbane  and 
Daniel  Noble  Johnson,  of  our  own  State,  have  severally  made 
valuable  contributions  to  the  library.  A  full  list  of  the  donors  of 
bound  volumes,  and  the  number  contributed  by  each,  will  be 
found  appended  to  this  report. 

The  publications  of  the  Historical  Societies  of  New  Hamp- 
sluie,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota,  the 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  the  Smithsonian  Li* 
Btitntion,  and  Am.  Ethnological  Society,  have  been  previously 
announced  as  having  been  received  ;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
add,  that  during  the  past  year  those  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Sooiety,  Maine  and  Ohio  Historical  Societies,  and  one  volume  of 
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the  Pennsylvania  Ilibtorical  Society,  have  been  plaood  upon  our 
ahelves,  with  as^nranceo  that  those  of  the  New  York,  Maryland 
and  Georgia  Historical  Societies,  and  ten  quarto  volumes  of  the 
Am.  Philosophical  Society  will  ho  early  forwarded.  We  have 
also  received  one  volume  and  several  pamphlets  from  the  Royal 
Society  of  Northern  Anti<j[uaric3,  Copenhagen ;  and  it  would  be 
extremely  dosirable  to  receive  their  larger  work  on  the  early  dis- 
covery and  colonization  of  America  by  the  Northmen  in  the  tenth 
century.  Wo'have  the  must  sanguine  expectations  that  our  So- 
ciey  will  soon  be  in  possession  of  a  ci>mplete  series  of  all  the 
publications  of  the  several  Historical  and  Antiquarian  associa- 
tions t>f  our  country. 

Twenty  maps,  pertaining  mostly  to  our  own  and  other  Western 
States,  and  a  large  number  of  charts,  have  been  received;  also 
several  line  engravings,  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  the 
County  Election,  22  by  30  inches,  from  the  artist,  Geo.  0.  Bing- 
ham; engravings  of  President  Taylor,  Silas  Wright,  Calhoun  and 
Fremont,  12  by  16  inches  in'^size,  from  N.  Trubner,  London,  of 
Hon.  H.  A.  Wise,  from  Cyrus  Sharp,  a  fine  photograph  of  the  late 
Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  from  E.  G.  Hawkins,  and  a  large 
fac  simile  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  from  the 
State  Department,  Washington. 

To  our  autograph  collection,  several  interesting  additions  have 
been  made :  Autograph  letters  of  six  of  the  si^rners  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  the  signature  of  anDther,  have  been 
received ;  of  Samuel  Huntington  and  William  Ellery,  from  Rev. 
Dr.  Sprague ;  of  Thomas  McKean,  Ciesar  Rodne;*  :nid  George 
Read,  from  Wm.  T.  Read,  Esq.;  of  Carter  Braxton,  and  signature 
of  John  Hart,  from  F.  M.  Etting,  Esq.  We  have  also  received 
those  of  John  Dickinson,  Philip  Schuyler,  Qtjorge  Clinton,  De 
Witt  Clinton,  Aaron  Burr,  Nathan  Dane,  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Henry 
Lee,  W.  H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  Martm  Van 
Buren,  Zachary  Taylor,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Oarwin,  John  M. 
Clayton,  and  others. 
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A  beantifal  plaster  statuette  of  Oen.  Jackson  has  been  received 
from  the  celebrated  artist,  Olark  Mills,  but  was  unfortunately 
bndcen  on  the  way ;  and  learning  which,  the  talented  and  indefat- 
igable artist,  nothing  daunted,  has  informed  the  Society  that  he 
has  resolved  to  supply  its  place  with  a  metal  one,  as  soon  as  he 
can  conveniently  cast  it  A  gift  so  valuable,  from  such  an  emi- 
nent artist,  would  ever  be  regarded  as  a  splendid  triumph  of 
American  genius,  and  a  worthy  ornament  to  our  library. 

To  C.  A.  Johnson  the  Society  is  indebted  for  a  beautiful  case  of 
daguerreotypes  of  27  members  of  the  last  Wisconsin  Legislature, 
and  a  framed  daguerreotype  of  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith.  Also  daguer- 
reotypes of  Ool.  Joseph  Dickson  and  William  Davidson,  pioneers 
of  our  State,  and  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Burns,  Hon.  A.  P.  Ladd,  and 
Hon.  T.  J.^Moorman  have  been  received  since  the  last^report  was 
made. 

During  the  year,  the  Cabinet  has  been  enriched  with  various 
curiosities ;  a  silken  tassel  from  the  bed  of  the  unfortunate  Mary 
Q^een  of  Scots,  obtained  from  Holyrood  Castle,  Edinburgh,  and 
presented  by  Ilobert  White ;  a  fragment  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
so  well  known  aa  Old  Lronsides,  from  Hon.  Levi  Bussell ;  one  of 
the  original  stamps  of  the  celebrated  Stamp  Act  of  1765,  which 
aroused  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  British  oppression,  and  led  the 
way  to  American  Independence,  from  F.  M.  Etting,  Esq.;  a  white 
marble  idol,  with  the  head  broken  off  and  missing,  live  inches  in 
height,  in  an  oriental  sitting  posture,  found  iu  1851,  about  one 
foot  under  the  surface,  while  ditching  a  marsh  lot  near  Taychee- 
dah,  Fond  du  Lac  county,  presented  by  Judge  Hubbell ;  a  rosary 
of  olive  wood,  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  presented  by  the  late 
Hion.  G.  R.  McLaue ;  a  large  quantity  of  continental  paper  moneyi 
from  Gen.  W.  B.  Smith,  F.  M.  Etting,  and  Ilev.  A.  Brunson;  and 
from  the  latter  and  others,  several  notes  and  shinplaiters  of  early 
Wiscoudin  banks  and  corporations.  From  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Lawe  of  Green  Bay,  has  been  received,  through  the 
kfaidncss  of  Hon.  H.  B.  Baird,  the  ancient  court  dress  of  the  quaint 
old  Green  Bay  pioneer^  the  late  Judge  Charles  Beaume.    Quite 
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a  nnmber  of  cnrioas  coin  have  been  added  to  onr  collection ; 
three  ancient  Boman  ones  of  the  first  centary,  dog  np  a  few  years 
since,  in  Lincolnshire^on  the  old  Boman  road  from  London  to  Scot- 
land, presented  by  Robert  White;  a  silver  coin,  about  the  value 
of  16  cents,  bearing  date  1593,  dug  up,  about  1842,  in  Berkshire 
county,  England,  and  presented  by  John  W.  Ford ;  and  others  of 
modern  dates,  from  Prof.  J.  J.  Cole,  Mrs.  O.  M.  Oonover,  lire. 
Bobert  White,  H.  D,  Holt,  and  others.  Capt.  George  S.  Dodge, 
with  the  just  appreciation  of  an  enlightened  scholar  and  traveler, 
has  generously  promised,  that  our  Society  shall,  in  due  time,  re- 
ceive his  valuable  collection  of  about  two  hundred  rare  and  curious 
coin,  collected  in  the  United  States,  Europe,  Mexico,  and  other 
countries,  and  must  add  much  to  our  knowledge  of  numismatics. 

The  Picture  Gallery  has  become  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  valuable  features  of  our  collection.  In  the  last  annual  report 
three  portraits  were  acknowledged  as  having  been  received — a 
copy  of  Stuart*s  Washinoton,  from  the  venerable  Thomas  Sully ; 
and  a  copy  of  Jarvis'  Gen.  George  Bogers  Clark,  the  Hannibal 
of  the  west,  and  an  orignal  portrait  of  Dr.  Wm.  Bted  Powell,  a 
learned  writer  of  Kentucky  on  medicine  and  science.  Fifteen 
others  were  aimounccd  as  having  been  kindly  promised  the  So- 
ciety. During  the  past  year,  eight*  portraits  have  been  received  9 
and  now  adorn  our  Hall.  Five  of  them  are  from  the  pencil  of  the 
late  Robert  M.  Sut.lt — two  of  them  originals,  never  copied,  Wa- 
PE-SHE  KA  or  the  Light  Gloudj  better  known  as  the  Prophet  of  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  and  Black  Hawk's  son  Na-she-a-kusk  or  Zoud 
Thund^ir^  both  painted  from  life  by  the  artist  in  1888 ;  and  an  im- 
proved copy  of  his  Black  Hawk,  painted  at  the  same  tiine  ;  also 
a  copy  of  a  splendid  portrait  of  Ohiep  Justice  Marshall,  from 
an  original  taken  by  the  lamented  artist ;  and  a  copy  of  the  beau- 
tiful Pocahontas,  taken  from  an  ancient  painting,  since  crumbled 
to  ruins,  long  preserved  by  the  descendants  of  this  renowned  In- 


•  A«  tbii  !««•  !•  bttDff  put  in  typt,  April,  ltl6,  the  toUl  muaber  of  oU  politiiv  In  the  Floterf 
GftUtty  bai  iDrreafltd  to  tutaty.two ;  vide  LllmriM>*M  report,  which  baa  hem  made  to  Inelade  then 
eH*  L.  O.  t>. 
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dian  Princess ;  of  the  others,  one  is  nn  original  portrait  of  De  Witt 
Olintok,  which  was  once  possessed  by  that  eminent^statesman, 
another  is  a  striking  likeness  of  Hon.  Btbon  Kilbousn,  a  Milwau- 
kee pioneer,  painted  by  S.  M.  Brookes;  and  the  other,  a  good  por- 
trait of  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker,  taken  in  1852.  The  portraits  of  Black 
Hawk,  Na-she-a-knsk  and  Wape-she-ka,  were  purchased  at  a  low 
price  from  Mr.  Sully ;  while  those  of  Pocahontas  and  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall  were  liberally  presented  by  the  lamented  artist. 
The  portrait  of  Olinton  was  purchased  at  a  mere  nominal  price,  that 
of  Mr.  Kiiboum  was  presented  by  himself,  and  that  of  Ex-Senator 
Walker  was  kindly  contributed  by  Geo.  P.  Delaplaine,  Esq. 

We  have  the  promise  of  portraits  from  the  following  forty-seven 
persons,  all  more  or  less  intimately  associated  with  the  history  of 
Wisconsin :  Gen.  Lewis  Oass,  so  long  tho  Governor  of  Michigan 
Territory  when  what  is  now  Wisconsin  formed  a  portion  of  his 
government,  ox-Gov.  John  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  so  prominently 
connected  with  the  Black  Hawk  war,  Gov.  Henry  Dodge,  Gov. 
Tallmadge,  Gov.  Dewey,  Gov.  Farwell,  Gov.  Barstow,  Hon.  Solo- 
mon Juneau,  Hon.  James  H.  Lockwood,  Col.  Ebenezer  Childs, 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Baird,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Brigham,  Hon.  Moses 
Meeker,  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Hon.  Morgan  L.  Martin,  Gol.  Jas. 
Morrison,  Ool.  D.  M.  Parkison,  Maj.  John  H.  Bountree,  Hon.  A. 
A.  Townsend,  Oapt.  B.  M.  McGK>on,  Bev.  Alfred  Brunsou,  Gen. 
A.  G.  Ellis,  Hon.  John  S.  Horner,  Chief  Justfcc  Whiton,  Hon. 
A.  D.  Smith,  I.  A.  Lapham,  Esq.,  Hon.  Alansou  Sweet,  Hon. 
Mason  C.  Darling,  Col.  Samuel  Byan,  Hon.  Charles  C.  Sholes, 
Col.  James  Maxwell,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Esq.,  Col.  A.  A.  Bird, 
Hon.  Simeon  Mills,  Darwin  Clark,  Esq.,  Col.  H.  M.  Billings,  Hon. 
Patrick  Rogan,  John  Messcrsmitb,  Gen.  Geo.  W.  Hickcox,  Ste- 
phen Taylor,  Esq.,  Maj.  John  P.  Shcldf)n,  Hon.  Joshua  Hatha- 
way, Bishop  Henni,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Larrabce,  Asabel  Finch, 
Jr.,  Esq.,  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  Jr.,  and  Goo.  P.  Delaplaine,  Esq. 
It  is  anxiously  to  be  desired,  that  all  these  portraits,  with  those  of 
other  pioneers  and  early  public  men  of  Wisconsin  which  have 
been  respectfully  solicited,  will  be  early  furnished ;  then  the  Society 
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may  well  point  with  pride  to  the  collection  as  the  most  complete 
poseeesed  by  any  State  of  its  worthy  pioneers  and  early  pablic 
servants.  Such  a  Qallery  would  not  only  prove  deeply  interest- 
ing as  works  of  art,  bnt  most  of  them  would  serve  an  invaluable 
pnrfiose  in  illustrating  the  history  and  historic  men  of  our  State. 
It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  remark,  that  the  distinguished 
artists  Jasper^  F.  Oropaey,  John  Neagle,  J.  MoMurtrie,  P.  F. 
Rothermel,  William  Hart,  and  Samu(.'I  M.  Brookes,  have  sever- 
ally promised  or  intimated  some  gift  of  their  pencil  to  the  Society 
— worthy  tributes  from  men  of  genius  which  would  ever  bo  held 
in  high  estimation  by  our  Society. 

By  the  groat  kindnefjs  of  S.  M.  Brookes,  of  Milwaukee,  a  bust 
of  Hon.  Byr<in  Kin>ourn,  and  one  of  Bishop  Henni,  both  cast  by 
that  talented  arti-^t,  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  Society,  and 
now  adorn  our  Library. 

P(»raonal  memorials  of  Henry  Clay  and  Dcwitt  Clinton  have 
been  received  from  Thomas  H.  01  ay,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  Q.  W.  Clin- 
ton. Pergonal  memorials  of  Washington,  kindly  promised  by  his 
venerable  step-son,  Geo.  W.  P.  Cnstis,  of  Webster,  by  his  son 
Hon.  Fletcher  Webster,  and  of  Harrison,  by  Ins  son,  Hon.  J.  S. 
Harrison,  have  not  yet  reached  our  Cabinet,  but  hope  they  may 
during  th'i  coming  year.  Similar  memorials  of  Franklin,  La 
Fayette  and  Jackson  have  been  sought,  but  hitherto  witlir.nt  suc- 
cess. Such  relics  potsess  a  peculiar  interc.-^t,  and  serve  t-^  keep 
alive  the  fires  of  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Several  important  donations  have  been  kindly  tendered  the 
Society,  and  which  may  confidently  be  expected  to  reach  our  col- 
lections during  the  year;  among  them,  a  set  of  the  works  of  John 
Adams,  in  10  volumes,  from  his  grandson,  Hon.  Charles  Francis 
Adams;  over  30  volumes  of  the  N.  A.  Review,  from  D.  W.  Bal- 
lon, Jr. ;  nearly  70  historical  volumes  from  the  library  of  the  late 
Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  tendered  by  his  family  in  accordance 
with  his  request ;  the  works  of  B.  J.  Lossing,  Hon.  J.  E.  Bart- 
lett,  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Davidson,  Alfred  B.  Street,  Edmund  Flagg,  S. 
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Agustus  Mitchell,  G.  W.  Riggp,  Jr.,  and  others.  The  committee 
of  Boston  merchants  having  in  charge  the  getting  np  of  the  gold 
medal  to  Com.  Perry,  have  promised  a  bronze  copy  to  onr  So- 
ciety ;  and  G,  W.  Childs,  Esq.,  the  enterprising  publisher,  has 
tendered  proof  impressions  of  his  engravings  of  Stuart's  Wash- 
ington and  Sully's  Jackson,  beside  several  volumes  of  books. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  First  Anmial  Ihport  and 
GoUeotiona  of  the  Society  have  been  published  by  the  State  in  a 
thin  volume  of  160  pa^es,  and  some  three  thousand  copies  have 
been  circulated  in  our  Stiite,  and  other  portions  of  the  Union. 
This  ])ublication  bos  served  tlic  Society  a  valuable  purpose,  to 
send  in  return  to  donors,  making  more  fully  known,  especially  to 
the  citizens  of  onr  own  State,  the  worthy  aims  of  our  organiza- 
tion, and  giving  ample  evidence  of  the  good  it  has  already  ef- 
fected, and  is  destined  still  further  to  cifect.  There  is,  however, 
a  suggciftion  which  has  come  from  many  able  and  learned  men, 
that  we  must  beg  to  present — that  our  annual  publication,  which 
is  to  be  the  permai»ent  repository  of  a  large  mass  of  valuable  his- 
torical and  statistical  matter  relating  to  Wisconsin,  should  be 
issued  in  a  better  and  more  enduring  form ;  that  the  quality  of 
the  paper  should  bo  better,  and  a  portion,  if  not  all  of  the  edition, 
should  be.i)ut  up  in  cloth  binding — in  a  style  similar  to  the  Trans- 
actions of  our  Agricultural  Society^  published  by  the  State. 
While  this  would  cost  the  State  but  a  small  additioaal  sum,  it 
would  prove  largely  creditable  alike  to  the  State  and  Society,  and 
would  better  subserve  the  great  end  of  preserving  the  valuable 
collections  thus  yearly  brought  together. 

Among  the  many  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
an  improved  style  of  publication,  we  would  respectfully  advert  to 
the  following : 

L  It  would  prove  highly  useful  to  the  State,  by  furnishing  re- 
liable materials  for  historians  and  other  writers,  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  by  thus  disseminating  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  progress  of  our  towns  and  cotmtieB,  render  our  State 
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more  tavorablj  known  abroad,  and  more  especially  direct  the  at- 
lentici  of  an  intelligent  class  of  emigrants  and  capitalist  to  our 

!»or'K"^r.^. 

II.  Si?ch  a  publication  would  be  a  powerful  incentive  to  our 
oi'i  p>"i'3r3  and  intelligent  early  settlers  to  prepare  and  furnish 
their  wriri  m  reminiscences. 

III.  Yh:  alnable  manuscript  narratives  collected  by  the  So- 
cit^y  \\'n\i\d  Thereby  be  rendered  secure  from  all  contingencies 
ai.d  acoidonr  —the  most  of  which  collections  once  lost,  could 
nevM"  be  replac-^d. 

IV.  TLt  libva;  X-,  now  numbering  over  3100  volumes,  and  over 
3000  pani[hif»^s,  und  about  70  periodicals  regularly  received, 
has  been  v*'i(;  od  mainly  by  donations;  and  this  publication,  if 
credif^i^'  v  >/  .  i  ia  its  typographical  appearance,  would  ena- 
ble th  o^h:!!  ^nij-erly  reciprocate  these  valuable  gifts,  and 
largely  ■:  ■■.           ;  ithors. 

YI.  Evjiy  reasonable  encouragement  to  the  Society  in  its 
earnest  efforts  tu  build  up  a  public  reference  library  of  works  of 
hi6i^.>ry«  statjVt  :cs  and  general  literature,  would  lessen  the  necessi- 
ty ( !*  I  •nkin£'  appropriations  to  increase  the  State  Library,  except 
fir  tlr    rl.^s '  ^  f  works  relating  particularly  to  law  and  legislation. 

Ti.«  -  ii.  ..cript  collections  of  the  past  year  have  been  quite 
luru;r  ir-  nuMber,  and  valuable  in  point  of  matter.  The  more  im- 
portan  of  those  received,  may  be  found  appended  to  this  report, 
and  ovmcc,  as  all  must  acknowledge,  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the 
suecosB  ^f  the  Society  in  this  department  of  its  labors,  and  testi- 
fy most  conclusively  to  the  interest  and  high  appreciation  cher- 
ished by  the  intelligent  pioneers  of  Wisconsin  in  behalf  of  the 
wor..hy  objects  contemplated  by  our  organization.  In  addition  to  $ 
these,  a  number  of  other  valuable  papers  are  promised,  which 
may  early  be  expected  to  reach  our  archives. 

The  State  publications  granted  the  Society  to  aid  in  effecting 
exchanges  have  been  mostly  received  for  the  year^  1854  and  1855, 
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aD4!WiU  1)0  early  tranfimittod  to  the  Bereral  sodetiM 
to  which  they.  hav^bQen  voted.  Seireral  oaiiaes  hare  oenapiied 
to  deU|j7  ^^^^  reception  by  the  Society.  The  Tolnmes  gimnted 
by  the.  State  to  Mens.  A.  Yftttemarei  to  be  traiuimtted  through 
the  m^idian  of  theJSopie^,  wiU  be  speedfly  aent  4>rward  to  their 
destinatioD ;  and  both  our.  Own  Society  and  the  State  Library  may 
soon  hope  to  reap  the  benefits  of  Vattemare'B  noble  syetem  of  In^^ 
ternational  literary  ExbhangOB. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Exeontiye  Ck>mmittee  have  regular- 
ly held  their  uu)nthly  stated  meetings,  and  four  spedal  meetingSi 
and  one  special  meeting  of  the  Sooiefy  has  also  been  held.    This  ' 
steady  interest  manifested  by  the  members  may  be  inferred  from 
the  £act  that,  since  the  re-organizatioa  of  the  Society  in  January, 
1851,  no  meeting  ever  failed  for  want  of  a  quorum.    Forty-acTen 
active  members  h^ve  been  added  to  the  Society  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  seventeen  life  members,  several  honorary,  and  a  large 
number  of  corresponding  members.    Xhe  library  and  collectiona  : 
have  been  frequently  consulted,  and  the  varied  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived  from  them  must  largely  increase  with  the  growth  and  ex^ 
pansion  of  the  Society.    Pains  have  been  taken  by  the  Society  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  the  preparation  of  works  devoted  to  tiie  . 
history  and  progress  of  the  more  important  towas  land  countiii  . 
of  our  State.  .^ 

The  Society  has  sustlfi^ued,  during  the  year*  a  flerious  loss  in  the 
dei^^B  of  Judge  Wright^ a  member  of  the<  Executive  Oommittee, 
Dn  McLane,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  and  S.  M.  Sully, 
an  Honorary  Member,  and  one  of  its  largest  benefactors.  We 
cannot  well  overestimate  the  Ices  of  the  lamented  Sully,  whose 
generous  soul  seemed  cdnstantly  on  the  slmdy  to  devise  new  plans 
by  which  to  render  the  Society  unique  a«d  prosperous.  And  dy- 
ing ivhih)  on  his  journey  to  take,  up  his  permanent  residence 
among,  us,  an€\  devote  his  auperior  talents  to  the  honor  of  our  State 
and  Society,  added  not  a  Uttle  to  our  sorrow  and. regret  at  his  un- 
tiip^  d^partur^.  .The  .gpt^n.  of  the . Bxecutiye  Oommittee  on.  . 
th^  oQCftsiona,  will> l^f^  fo^nd,  ap|i^f^4«d  to  thia  report. 
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ISie  Socddly  will  oontinne  to  need,  as  we  trast  it  will  cheerftilly 
reoeiyoi  the  foetering  oare  of  the  Legiriature,  and  the  people. — 
Hay  we  not  yentare  to  express  the  hope,  that  many  of  onr  liberal 
and  wealthy  citizens  may  be  induced  to  bestow  <%  portion  of  their 
sniplus  wealth  npon  onr  Seciety,  that  it  may,  like  several  similar 
societies,  have  an  endowment  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  ca- 
pricions  favor,  and  thus  never  be  suffered  to  languish  for  want  of 
means  to  carry  into  effect  its  laudable  purposes. 

Onr  collections  are  already  becoming  so  large  and  valuable,  as 
to  impress  the  minds  of  the  Committee  with  the  importance  of  a 
fire-proof  building  for  their  safety  and  preservation.  We  should 
be  admonished  by  the  destruction,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  public 
archives  by  fire  on  many  occasions — in  New  Hampshire  in  1736, 
in  Massachusetts  in  1747,  besides  having  been  damaged  by  three 
previons  fires ;  in  New  Fork  in  1740-41,  and  177t ;  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1686 ;  in  North  Carolina  in  1881 ;  in  South  Carolina  in 
1698 ;  and  in  Canada  in  1854^- all  which  were  accidental ;  and  in 
Yirgiaia  in  1781,  by  the  fratricide  Arnold.  Five  times  have  the 
national  archives  suffered  by  conflagration — ^in  1800,  when  the 
buildings  of  the  War  Department  were  destroyed ;  in  1814,  when 
the  British  troops  burned  the  public  buildings;  in  1838,  when  the 
Treasury  buildings  were  destroyed ;  and  again  in  1836,  and  lastly 
in  1851,  when  the  Congressional  Library  was  burned.  Until  our 
Society  secures  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  custody  of  its  inesti- 
mable treasures,  its  friends  cannot  entirely  repress  their  fears  and 
anxieties.  Several  public-spirited  citizens  of  our  State,  justly  ap- 
preciating the  importance  of  preserving  the  Society's  collections, 
have  each  pledged  fifty  dollars  towards  a  fire-proof  building  fund ; 
others  stand  ready  to  contribute  liberally  when  it  shall  be  deemed 
a  proper  time  to  make  an  effi(mnt  movement 

The  American  Antiquarian  Society  has  a  fire-prcof  building 
which  cost  about  $18,000,  of  which  its  President,  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury,  contributed  $5,000  and  the  £:round  on  which  the  btdld- 
ing  stands ;  the  New  York  Historical  Society  has  a  commodious 
building  nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  the  foundation  fimd  ^ 
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which  was  the  generoas  bequest  of  a  maideu  lady,  of  five  thou- 
sand  dollars ;  the  Pennsjl vania  and  Maryland  Historical  SocietieSi 
possessing  each  a  library  and  collections  scarcely  larger  than  oursi 
have  their  permanent  quarters ;  while  the  Maine  Historical  Socie- 
ty has  received  from  the  Legislature  of  that  State  a  donation  of 
land,  valued  at  $6,000,  to  aid  in  erecting  a  permanent  edifice. 
The  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  whose  collections  are  about 
the  same  in  extent  as  ours,  has  raised  funds  for  a  building;  and 
even  the  young,  energetic  Society  of  Minnesota  is  now  engaged 
in  raising  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  site  of 
its  intended  structure. 

If  we  had  a  fire-proof  depository  for  our  collections,  they  would 
be  largely  augmented  by  books,  manuscripts,  papers,  pictures — 
comprising  the  most  authentic  materials  for  history,  now  scattered 
over  the  State,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  might,  for 
pvblic  or  historic  purposes,  wish  to  consult  them.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  if  the  State  should  soon  erect  a  new  capitol,  or  enlarge 
the  present  edifice,  the  legislature  would  provide  a  permanent^ 
safe  and  commodious  Hall  for  the  use  of  our  Society ;  and  if  this 
cannot  be  effected  within  a  reasonable  period,  that  the  Legislatqro 
be  memorialized  for  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a 
fire  proof  building,  on  condition  that  a  certain  additional  amount 
be  raised  among  the  citizens  of  the  State  for  that  purpose.  A  Hall 
of  this  character  is  greatly  needed,  and  we  cannot  too  soon  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  devise  the  best  means  to  secure 
the  object  in  view. 

Such  is  the  history  and  almost  unexampled  growth,  and  suoh 
the  aims,  the  hopes,  the  wants,  of  our  State  Historical  Society. — 
We  can  better  comprehend  what  has  been  accomplished  in  our 
comparatively  brief  career,  by  glancing  briefly  at  the  rise  and 
progress  of  similar  Societies  in  our  country.  The  MassachusetM 
Historical  Society,  the  pioneer  institution  of  the  Union,  which 
was  founded  in  1701,  has  8,000  volumes  in  its  library,  and  haa 
published  81  volumes  of  collections ;  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  was  founded  in  1804,  has  25,000  vols.,  and  has  published 
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ab<mt  thirteen  volames  of  collections  and  proceedings  ;  the  Amer- 
ican Antiquarian  Societj,  founded  in  1819,  has  33,000  voU.,  and 
has  published  8  toIs.  of  collections,  a  catalogue  volume,  and  sey- 
eral  pamphlets ;  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  founded  in 
1833,  has  3500  vols.,  and  has  published  five  volumes  of  collections; 
Maine  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1832,  number  of  vols,  in 
its  library  unknown,  has  published  8  vols,  of  collections ;  the 
New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1823,  has  1600 
vols.,  and  has  published  six  volumes  of  collections ;  the  Connec- 
ticut Historical  Society,  founded  in  1835,  has  8,000  vols.,  but  has 
published  no  collections ;  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1835,  with  3,000  vols,  in  its  library,  has  published  five 
vols,  of  collections,  and  several  bulletins  and  pamphlets ;  the  Vir- 
ginia Historical  Society,  founded  in  1831,  has  1300  vols.,  and  has 
published  one  volume  of  collections,  and  about  seven  volumes  of 
an  Historical  Register ;  the  Ohio  Historical  Society,  founded  in 
1831,  has  1,000  vols.,  and  has  published  three  volumes  of  collec- 
tions and  several  pamphlets ;  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1838,  has  1,000  volumes,  and  has  issued  no  publica- 
tions ;  the  Oeorgia  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1839,  has  united 
its  library  with  that  of  the  Savannah  Society,  and  has  published 
three  volumes  of  collections ;  the  Maryland  Historical  Society, 
founded  in  1814:,  has  3138  vols.,  and  has  published  several  pam- 
phlets :  the  Missouri  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1844,  has  SOO 
vols.,  and  has  issued  one  pamphlet  of  proceedings ;  the  New  Eng- 
land Historic-Genealogical  Society,  founded  in  1844,  has  3,000  vol- 
unuM,  and  has  published  9  vols,  of  an  Historical  and  GteuealQgieal 
Register,  and  some  pamphlets ;  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Socie- 
tjf  founded  in  1846,  has  1980  volumes,  and  has  published  four 
volumes  of  collections  and  six  of  proceedings ;  the  Minnesota 
Historical  Society,  founded  in  1849,  has  800  volumes,  and  has 
pablislied  four  pamphlets  of  collections.  There  are  other  Histo^ 
ioal  Societies  extant,  such  as  those  of  Vermont,  Ni>rth  Carolina, 
SQttth  Carolina,  Alabama,  lowai  whose  libraries  are  small,  and 
whieh  ha^e  i#aued  no  publicaUoiis.    It  thos  appeal^  from  the  most 


recent  statistiGa  of  these  Sodetiesi  that^there  are  .^^  seyen  which 
escceed  onre  in  the  ezteot  of  their  librariee,  and .  none  that  iJuM 
equalled  ours  in  the  rapidity  of  its  growth — oor  Society  ha^mi^ 
been  founded  Jan.  30, 1849,  and  having  2,llt  yolnmes,  some  8000 
pamphletSi  eleyen  paintings,  and  a  large  number  of  manusoripts, 
engrayings,  antiquities  and  curiosities  in  its  library,  and  having 
published  one  volume  of  coUeotions,  and  three  annual  addressee 
in  pamphlet  form. 

The  value  ci  such  coUectionB  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 
Clinton,  Gallatin,  Webster,  ^Bancroft,  Cass,  Everett,  Hamsop,  and 
many  other  leading  minds  of  our  country,  have  warmly  ocm- 
mended  and  encouraged  the  labors  of  Historical  Societies.  '^  The 
advantages  resulting  from  the  study  of  history  and  the  oollectien 
of  historical  records,''  as  remarked  in  a  former  report  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  which  is  equally  applicable  to  ours, 
^'  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  society.  In  order  that  history  may  be  written  with  truth,  au- 
thentic materials  must  be  provided.  No  generation  comprises 
within  its  own  knowledge  and  experience  all  that  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  integrity  of  its  annals.  It  must  rely  upon  records,  it 
must  examine  and  compare  opinions,  it  must  study  the  events  of 
the  past.  It  must  have  the  means  of  investigation  and  analysis 
at  hand.  Collections  like  this  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  and 
which  are  designed  to  preserve  the  memories  of  other  days,  will 
be  deemed  of  inestimable  value  by  generations  which  are  to  come 
after  us.  Such  works  are  a  blessing  to  mankind,  since  they  fiir- 
aish  men  with  a  true  standard  of  character,  excite  them  to  a  no- 
ble emulation,  keep  alive  the  stimulus  of  honorable  example  and 
prevent  that  lapse  of  national  reputation  which  would  be  una- 
voidable without  the  incitement  and  influence  of  great  names  and 
noble  deede." 

In  drawing  their  report  to  a  close,  the  Executive  Committee 
would  advert  to  the  fact,  that  they  have  been  cheered  iu  their  la- 
bors by  the  encouraging  words  of  those  who  mok  among  the  most 
eminent  in  our  country  In  the  walks  of  history — such  as  Bancroft, 
Prescott,  Hildreth,  Irving,  Spiarks,  Parkman,  Adams^  MkX^«.^>'^- 
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TBfiASSliffiitV.  RBFOBT. 
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The  Treasurer  of  Ibe  Wttoomm  SiULtB  HimSbioal  BooBiihTe- 
gpectfidlj  presentB  the  fb&oving  stfttemeot  of  receipte  into  ^the 
Treasoiy,  and  di8bTlnement^  therefromi  dwisg  the  year  ending 
Janmxy  Isl^  1856: 

Jaa    S^  1855,    BaliiKeintrniing,Mj>«r lMtwport.,..,>^> ;.....    f^  Mt 

llank-7,.    "       Aimiiilmppropriia2oiii^iftt]MStoto^..4v^-< «- .AM  60 

April 7|  i  ^       From S«Qtiltt7^daiiftoiBaoliT«rmMibii%.».i; »    .  .il#0 

**          "                do           doMition  from  Hon.  J.  A.  9i7iii» '5  00 

"  ^      "                dft>  e^          Hoii.a.f.Vilg!it^...^i.....  lOt 

Avg.  %      "      .           do    .        4««tteia,MtiT« membitt, «•'•...  '7  00 

do            A.  Ffcirt,  Jr,  Ml  mwihntiiifp^ «.U...<  WOO 

do            l|r.Ho<Jhir,4aQiiAio%4.».«.*» .*...  MOO 

BipiUk  .  "                 do            daw &»"> Wn  ■ei^fctrv, j '4  00 

do            doMttoftfawi  Oen*  O.^^ieken, .'StUO 

do                   do          OoLJ.lfMnnU, k....  100 

do                    do          Di;BwfikHMUiiQg, 100 

Oft    9,                      do           dniilromMlIro  aM»lnrK^^« ; dOO 

^^          "    .     .        do  HmmJoIw  OatKQ»lil»miiibenUp,. ......  SO  00 

Kor.  ^     "                 do    .        daet  fro4A:40liT«iBei9b6n, 4^...  3  00 

BmlSB;     "                 do                 4o.                do            .). v..w>..  i^OO 

"     '    /                 do  Hoo,l^J«V4rw»U,lUos|0mVenhip;..^...  90  00 

JmL    i#  1850,             do         ..  4iMftfiom«etiT«fnMibtn». •....  •  5  00 

«. —  u                 do            Hon.  L.B.Yna8,  life  memlMnliip,.. 90  60 

-   ■'  '>'               do            Hon. D.  J.  r wwi  ;       do         .J 90  00 

,«#/-  *•                 db            H.aFdn.                       do 90  60 

•           .  :il».     V  'fl:K.LK«PiiQie,              d^         .w ^00 

*          -               ^di^           RF.Htjpriiit,       ■          So, 9000 
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DISBUBSEHENTB. 

f«bi    6,  18S6,    To  B.  WUte  A  Ckh,  for  dielfing  in  Ubnry, $10  00 

do  do-  AtwoodABiib]M,«ztrmpq>tniof  prooMdingi..  10  00 

do  do  D.  Goram,  for  9  cordf  woodbind  nwiogaamo....  8  00 

do  do  L.O.  Draper,  postage,  light!  and  ezpn«ehaig«f.  1  75 

do  do       For  laige  nyp  ^fc^g^ffteq  u^- ^^ 

Apxfl5,     do       ToR.lLdimj%l&rifim^&D$ortraite 100  00 

do  do          Tnuteeaof  Baptiat  Sodety  for  room  rent, 50  00 

do  do           0.  B.  Norton,  for  Lit:  Gaiette,  1855 3  00 

do  do  For  booka  pnrchaaed  ataale  of  Ingraliam  library.  56  43 

do  do      &,R]09ffm^,]i^imi^i«M^:i 3000 

do  do          L.  0.  Draper,  for  poetage  and  freight 6  35 


A. 


1$,  d^'  '     OL  B.  KortoniKbr  bSof  booha .••'..^l:  "50  64 

."»*do'  di  ''fea»nip»,forAilVh^/lJekBii^  MCT* 

do  do  MiL<kMia8.R.B. *.l... ..»:''  «'fl 

do  do  Am.  Ezpreaa  Compai^^  for  freight 8  75 

Ang.  14,  do  S.  O.  Deethffer  bound  neirqMtpen  and  booka  ..  54  50 

Jh(.'^  do  Am.Exprwtompiny,IIM'fiUji^...^^  *^  0  75  •^''' 

(woifc     -do  ■  ■  li^aihtLph^if&iii^^ik'i'S^^^^  "  817 '■'^ 

O^Sripi  11,    do TroifM'liqNttildW^^  60  00'    '> 

01*  <.  do        do •'4r.4.-]^!ti;>ftr'irihd«^^        90  00 

Or  :  do         do-  •■     ll'0.-ttniper,iMoiint  of 'two  freight  biOi 6  88 

0"  Vdo        do «B»'-   •   |k)MBg#iadlflMM lOM  '•' 

(JOOii    S»     do irMd<ltBbMUd,biiiaig  i4  n. 40  00 

o:     do        do Aai.»KB|iiWa'0ofa|>ii(f,Mfer  ILight . . . . , 4  75 

0<:  .  do        do  U«D^Mr,fiielghl^A^..i'.s 300  -P^ 

'^IffiT.   6^     do    -     ''-''^-      -*|KMtB|fe=luitfll«nia 6  47 

0*5  ■  do      -  do  it  *4I.  I. IC freight.: : 3  00 

K^i  i  do      •4o----'iAjli;'^faprta0'tlompany,  freight 138 

G^IIila  90,  •  do L*  a  Dfi^;  pdW^t*;  Migh^  -    ^ 

CO  i.'io        do-  {>^'^Aittllfaq(JMaa-0«Bp^  2L.......  96  50      . 

oa  i'do    --do af.  *  ■k.B:K;ft«^-j.&r:*- -ik "  9  to  ■"■'' 

^J<^M.l,1856^ L.  0.  Drap«r,p>Btageaii*itema 6  MT-  .^ 
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AilMrican  Antignariip  Society ^ w^«..v.v.jy.v  J^m 
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Wm.  B.  Tome ;.l.^i-*.:iiiri.  •  la  J 

flimiMl  O.  Drake 15 

Hod.  Edward  Ererett ^...^....^ 10 

joliii  P.  Jewett... * 
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MASBAOHUBBTTS — contiivued. 

B«T.JohnS.Ban7... 3 

EonStephfln  Saliibary 3 

Bim.Joaiah  Qainoj i. 3 

Henxy  Ganett 3 

John  Dean -{^:.:ir..iU'^^;.:.. 3 

A.  H.  Waid 3 

Hon.  Wm.  Whiting 3 

Dean  Dudley 3 

fljer.Pr^JLlMfDMon *...p.. 3 

ti^%i4.»S*..  ......i... i^ 

FrtneU  Parkm&n,  CM.  Sam'l  Sweet,  J.  S.  Loring,  Rev,  H.  R.  Hoiiington, 
^OlilrlMdeMnii;  ibti.VfSlaA^iid&er,  fion.  S.  A. Mb t,  0.  tf.  EIBs,  t,T. 
(MLdB,  G.  A  0.  Meniam,  S.  H.  JenniBon,  fiTon.  iUtk  DooHttle^  Jolm  I^^i^gfi:e t, 
Rer.  John  PierponI,  H.  S.  Ohaae,  Hon.  Joaeph  WOlard,  Rer.  E.  B.  Wilson, 
Dr.  Edward  JarriB,  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Lawrence^  1  Tol.  eaeh 19 


RHODE  JBLAJSCD.  ,, 

"•  .   .  ...  . 

Rbodelaland  Historical  Sodetj 7 

Rer.E.  M.  Stone 6 

JL  A.  Onild 2 

Boii.W.  B.  Iiawi>enee....4«.^.««. ^ k...^...: -. 1^- 

Dr.'D'sherPai«onB.«^..r^«.r.i «•«.<..        .« 1'^ 

r 

OONNHOnOTTT. 

Oonnecticnt  Historical  Society 3 

Wm.  G.  Webster 4 

J.  H  Tnimhnll ^ * S 

PtoC  B.  Silliman,  Sr .' S 

Roy.  Edwin  Hall 3 

Hblii  Heory  Baniaid ..••» ^.. ft  . 

Hob.  Wm.  Oothien. ' 9' 

Misk Frances  M.  Oanlkioa ^ <^.....  %'' 

John  Dnrrie..* ft- 

HoilN.  a.  Phelps i"' 

Pro£  B.  SilliBian,  Jr .i 1^ 

SIW  YORK. 

Hcfe.E^W.l4saTi9AWOCih,.l^)at6  Department , I^Pi 

Riients  of  thelTiaTw^..,.. .,,..„,.,....,,.,, ,,,.,,., ,  )|^V 

Ai^enCBIl  JjMwVlie  •..«••  '^n^ si*«^  •%*•.  ^n^m  ••n".  *\*»  \*\^  •»<K»:»A- •*^.»**i*  •^^•■•^•.40  ..*T1 
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Xnititato ...vi-jkri..;  '   f  ■ 

ttloot  Agncaltonl  Socbty ^<j.  50 

tions  Amarican  TnatStnU ^. « .IvulT    4$' 

ibaelL 93 

ndler R.  Gflman ..^•^j^,.,,„^ 36 

?.  YaleDtine 11 
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btyn  Paine. v-..,...-.i.-.. ;....., ...';.•:.-    4 

.-Hiekcoz ...i i ■, 4*1.-^ :-..:!.     -6' 

)aYid90ir i. ;.....■.-.... -. ..i%it.. ■....• .'....   -  -6    ''    ' 

imilton  Fish .r*j.  ..-.*,....      $     ' 

amaWillard ,....      8 

imesdE  Oo. ■»■ 1...      ft 

\,  Hough.... ...;^. •......: •.....-.....•••  .^^ti.l.        ft 

istnrnell ...'. .'.iv. ...^l . .-.      'ft' ' 

aahington  Htmt..*. v.. %. ....«.^i>     4    ; 

111178. fimdaHf.... :;     4*    .  - 

«d«rickFolibtt:.... .1... L.:. w.....      4 

Clark 4 

P.  Johnaoa ^ : 3 

.  W.  R.  Williams ,...,     3 

in  S.  VTiUiams 3 

oyalB.  Hinnuui 3 

m.  W.  Campbell 3 

lUen  Bryant 1 .' .-.. ••.•-.-      4 

!jenox «...      S 

idenB.Chaae J..'.    '^ 

1  J.  Meyer 3 

Shea :....:..... 2 

MMN^Webetor *. i.j..»*NA;«.  .  .3'  , 

WmUa  De  Peyaier. i'w..: i ii.;.:)il      j 

W.Clintoo ^ ...^     '^tlii  : 

DM  Dean..... ...« ^ «.k;i*.  «•««•«;  ^,.:    ;9  .    =  *: 

V  onea  ...&  ...h*.  ■'w.*.... ....  .«•• «...  .^..  ■•'•*  •'.*.  .'-^  •'•m «  x «.  •  •  **«  tt^M**-  •  *  *  *  v  ■ '  ■  ^'i 

,MeKim  A  Oei, J.  B.SuMnfl>.H.fi.  Ladowig.  G.  iL:1Caf4,.Hm>^  B..W^^ 

r,HoB/A.W.Bf«lft>rd.S.A.fieaoh,I?ia(«4E.Pidba^]Uv.aWUi^V     '       ^ 

nderdonfa,  jr.) »r.-A.  -T.  8kikoa,  and  Rev.  Dh  fF^OL'SUimM:,  1  M  Mh.    19  . . 
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iMy.HiftoricalSodttj.,,.,,.,. .......:.•. ..., ,  U    ,  . 
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NSW.  JXB8Sr-HHm^t«^* 

Henry  0.  Carey a 

Ber.  Dr.  J.  F.  Steams 1 

Her.  Dp*  J.  Hall .: 1 

Hob.  Wte.  Wright 1 

FESINSYLYAKIA. 

Pennaylyania  Historioal  Sodeiy , 1  * 

State  Department 9i 

Her.  Albert  Bamea 16 

J. B.  lippincott  A  Oo...p 18 

B.O.*J.  Biddle...., , 7 

Dr.Wm.  Darlington 7 

J.W.Moore S 

Neville  B.  Crwg 4 

President  W.  H.  Allen,  Girard  College 3 

Stepben  Taylor 2 

Samuel  Hasard,  Jolm  F.  Watson,  Dr.  J.  Thomaa,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  Be?.  Dr.  Jos. 

Beldier,  Isaac  Lea,  Hon.  J.  Bobbins,  jr.  and  J.  G.  C.  Kennedy,  1  toL  each. . .  8 

—  gc    B 

BELAWABB. 

Benjamin  Ferris 4 

I 
ICABYLABD.  £ 

BeT.  G,  W.Bnmap 9 

Hon.  James  A.  Pierce 3 

Hon.  Thos.  G.  Pratt 1 

~   IS 

DIBTBIOT  OF  OOLTJHBIA, 

Smithaonian  Inatitation ^ ,.  7 

State  Deparimeot,  Hon.  W.  L.  liaicy 164 

Indian  Boreaa 5 

Patent  Office,  Hon.  C.  Maaon 4 

TopograpbiGal  Bureau,  OoL  J.  J.  Abert ^ 3 

Coast  Surrey,  Prol  A.  D.  Bacbe « 3 

Hon. B. Mcdalla&d,  Bealniaiior 5 

Qen.Tlio8.  Lawion,  Burgeon  Qcxeral...^ ^ ^ 4 

Geo.  Ogden  Deeth 11 

Samuel  Cole,  Oh'f  Clerk  Pension  Office^ ., 7 

Wm.  a  Carroll,  Clerk  Sup.  Court 2 

has.  Jjanman.... ......•^... ........  — ....; .'.  j^..  % 

- ^.^»^ 
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JimetlLllAlOD... 4        ,^ 

riKHowiaon.. J      2     '    . 

itll  J«nn«y...... ...^. ^.      % 

r«IbDiHi8i .......J ^.      1 

•  ,  •  -  .  » 

RThomptoii 1 

—  10 

NOSTH  OABbtmA. 

.<*  ■ 

IlB?idL.8wBiii..».. ..^»»«  1  I 

B0T7TH  OAEOLINA. 

Dr.  Thomas  Smyth. U 

oieph  JohnBOD '. 1 

iuP.Botler 1 

—  16  . 

•  .  ;  i 

LOUISIANA.'  '  .i 

dbarlee  Gayarre .., ^.j.      ^ 

JJ).  DeBow 3 
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loseiesippi.  ' 


41bfft  G.  Browu .-.•...      % 

(Sliqdien  Adanal. 1 ,.**^*.     '1. 


TENH] 
G.  M.  Bamaey ii..w..,.  1 

XKNTUOICT. 

L«w!a  OoDixii ^ 1 

Unn  Boyd ^      1 

MIB0O17BI. 

TbomatH.  B«iton ^ 4 

D.  B.  AtahSaon 3 

—     7 

omo. 

^HlrtoHoal  and  PhflAMpUnl  8ooi«lgp../.i.-.. 6 

jBubmh P*  Ghaaa  .*••■••••••. •.......••iyi'afiti|\fiif^.«Mr*ii'»00«i'..»**«*.     8  * 

yBmd ir..... .!,..: 6 
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Bon.  EUsh*  Whittleaoj -*-      .4; 

CUab  AtwaifiBr -...^     fJ. 

Bcrid And«noh .--  y%. .. 

f ohn  f.  Fo(»tt^  John  C.  McDonald,  Dr.  S.  P.  Hildreth.  W.  H.  Saflbcd,  G«ii«  L. 

Y.  Blsrce,  W.  T.  Coggflshall  and  Cbas.  Oloott,  1  Tol  eadi ••^.•-.'    7 

■        •  -  .        _   31 

Got. JosephA.  Wright •••«>. t.    21 

H<)n.  John  Petit : *. 6 

Hon.  J.  G.Davia •-s-.-^^^^r 2 

'  ....  ,•-.■■ 

ILLINOIS.  .f 

A.  H.  4  0.  Burley :.  30 

D/fB.  dooke  <fe  Co 90 

Eon.  Jamas  Shielda ,^.^ 5 

COiarlea  B.  Starkweathar 4 

Dr.  E.  €.  Bbipnan .....^ : iP 

Hon.  a.  A..Douglaa S 

Hta.  John  Reynolds 2 

H.  0.  Foster -^..t 2 

8.0.  OriggsdrCo ...•..,-.  I 

Hon.  ITonnan  fiddy ••••^..•..  1 

8.  De  Witt  Drown; : ..: I.."....' 1 

>:  —    7» 

IOWA. 

Hon.  AngnstUB  0.  Dodge '  #'* 

Hon.  Bemhart  Henn 2 

fA.y: '  ■  '  —    !• 

inoraoAN.  '    *^-'*' 

^9B.  LewiisOaflB 3 

inSBBAfiKiu' ' 
William  Walker «..,« «Uw«.....w     >  J  <    l'-'- 

^                                                    GBBAT  BBTTAIN. 
K.  Tnibner,  publisher,  London 14 
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WIB00N8IN. 

From  the  State 71 

HoilN.  p.  Tallmadg« 160 

Hon.  Ben.  0.  Eutman 45 

Hon.  Henry  Dodge 35 

Ljman  0.  Draper 31 

Hon.  I.  P.  Walker 21 

Bilaa  (  hapman 18 

CjniB  TYoodman 18 

W.  N.  Seymour 15 

Darwin  Clark 15 

W.W.Wyman 15 

Hou.  James  D.  Doty 14 

Daniel  S.  Dum'e 14 

Dr.  H.U.Holt 11 

Hon.  Levi  Rusisell 10 

OoL  John  Shaw 9 

Dr.  JohQ  W.  Hunt 8 

Hon.  Charles  Durkee 8 

Hon.  John  B.Macy 7 

Chancy  C.  Brilt 7 

Dr.  Joseph  Gray 7 

Hon.  Charles  Clement 6 

Dr.  Wm.  Henry  Brisbane 6 

Daniel  Noble  Johnson 6 

EliaaA.  Calkins 5 

I.  A.  Lapham 5 

Daniel  8,  Curtis 4 

David  ilolt 4 

Mark  Miller 4 

State  Agricultural  Society 3 

Hon.  James  H.  Lockwood 3 

Beriah  Brown 3 

CoL  Alex.Botkin 3 

Stephen  G.  Benedict 3 

Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  Jr 3 

Hon.0.  R.  McLane 2 

Prof,  r.  Hudson 2 

OoL  James  Morrison 2 

Hon.  Thomas  McHugh 2 

Hon.  Sqnire  S.  Case 2 

Wted  d(  Eberfaard 2 

W.  H.Watton 2 

Dr.  A.  L.  OMtlmum 2 

6 
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wiQooTXfan—eimiinued, 

Rev.  M.  D.  MiUer 2 

Juliu*  T.  Clark 2 

'D.  0.  Browo.  Hod.  0.  A.  Stevens.  J.  R.  BalUell,  Hod.  D.  J.  Powers,  G.  0.  TiSaxxj, 

Hon.  I.  E.  GoodaU,  Rev.  Spencer  Carr,  Gen.  A.  G.  Ellis,  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Smith* 

P.  Toland,  0.  Beeson,  Royal  Buck.  John  Delaney,  A.  F.  Clarke,  ProC  J.  G. 

Pereival,  Jas.  T,  Smith, N.  Campbell,  Prest.  Rosweil  Park,  Hon.  L.  J.  Farwell, 

Joshna  Hathaway.  Col  D.  At  wood,  Col  D.  M.  Parkiaon,  Hon.  J.  Sutherland, 

D.  C.  Bush,  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  1  yoL  each S5 

-  643 

Purchased 323 

2115 

liccapitulatton, 

Wisconsin 642 

New  York 338 

Purchased 333 

District  of  CelnmbSa 216 

Hasflachusetts 160 

Pennsylvania 90 

Illinois 70 

New  Jersey 46' 

Ohio 36 

Indiana 80 

Oonnecticnt ^ 2S 

Rhode  Island.. It 

South  Carolina 16 

Great  Britain 14 

Ifaine IS 

Ifaryland 12 

New  Hampshire 10 

Yir);:inia .' 10 

Iowa ^ 10 

Ifissonri 7 

Louisiana 5 

Vermont 4 

Delaware 4 

MissisBippi * 3 

Michigan 2 

North  Carolina 1 

Tennessee 1 

Nebraska 1 

Denmark T 

Totil..... ::. 52' 

■  *..•  i"i  '■' 
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PAMPHLETS  AND  DOCUMENTS  REC'D  DURING  1854-6. 


•  I  • 


"From  Hon.  Charles Durkee, of  Wia a,, .^^ • »..  •«*. .^^J  .^ ..-•• . •••w' 1»180 

do   Joel  Munsell.  Albany .-^:..^,-, ^.. ........ ......  850 

do   Rev.  E.  M.  StoDo,  of  R.  1....  1.'..'. .-..'... \.. ......... ..1..... 185 

do    Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Mass :... ..::.:.'/....  175 

do    Emox  Institute.  ..^. /^       /....•^i ......»r-^..»...w:j -j 109 

do    Dr.  F.  B.  Hongb,  Albany -.,-..j..-.  105 

do   Samuel  G.  Drake,  Boston , ^« 85 

do    Hon.  Levi  Russell,  of  Wi« 76 

do    Lyman  0.  Draper,      ** 75 

do    Cyrua  Woodman,       f*        , J...,.-.JJ 75 

do    Wm.H.  Wataon,        "        ,; 75 

do    Harvard  College,  Maas 60 

do    Dr.  J.  W.  Hunt,  of  Wis 50 

do   J.  S.  Loring,  Boston ^ 45 

do    J.  H.  Hickcoz,  Albany ^......v ^. 43 

do    L  A.  Lapbam,  of  Wis -• 30 

do    SibuCbapmnn,    "       30 

do    a  O.  Deeth  A  Son,  New  Jeraey 1 30 

do    MarUn  Miicbell,   of    Wis 90 

do    Hev.  Spencer  Carr,      •*       ...• * 15 

do   Hon.  W.  B.  Towce,  of  Mats 19 

do    Hon.  G.  S.  Boutwell,     •'       10 

From  Hon.  H.  Dodge,  Hon.  L.  J.  Farwell,  Atwood  &  Rublee,  E.  A.  Calkins, 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  American  Po^Msopliksiil  Boti^y,  Steltlienian 
Institution,  Boyal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquoto,  Rkcids  Island,  Psdnsyl- 

Tsnia,  Maryland,  and  Minnesota  Historical  Socie|ie%  and^)i^r  sources,  at  least  365 

Total -..-..c..J......i..tL....  3^ 

Maps  and  charts  have  been  received  from  Lieut  Maary,  Hoi£  0,  Durkee,  Hon.  Jss* 
Bbiskla,  J.  Disturnell,  I.  A.  Lapham,  S.  A.  Mitchell,  Dr.  J.  VV .  ;Hunt,  Mrs.  Emma  Wil- 
lard,  Dr.  H.  Newhall,  Rev.  A.  Kent,  Gen.  Charles  Bracken,  S.  Chapman,  and  others. 


'   
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  RECEIVED  AND  PRESBRVED. 

I 

QUARTERLIHi:    ' 

.     '         .  '* 

New  York  Qnarteriy  Review,  (pot.  noHr  r^o^ived^^h 
BibliothecaSacr^j^.,,]^    ii' ^  .  .  :;<ip  -  '    do    u 
N.  E.  Historical  and  Qenoa]^8^,fi4(i8tert,L» 
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MONTHLIES. 

Mining  Magazine. 

Western  Literary  Messenger. 

Oincionati  Genius  of  the  West. 

Wisconsin  Farmer. 

Telegraph  Magazine,  (not  now  received.) 

Phrenological  Journal. 

Wis.  Educational  Journal. 

Beloit  College  Monthly. 

OarroU  OoUege  Student 

Wisconsin  Home. 

DAHJBS. 

Milwaukee  Sentinel. 
JanesTille  Free  Press. 
Madison  Argus  and  Democrat. 

do    Journal. 

do    Patriot. 

WEBCLIES. 

Milwaukee  Wisconsin. 
Kenosha  Telegraph. 

do    Democrat. 
Baraboo  Bepublic. 
Geneva  Express. 
Whitewater  Gazette. 
Waukesha  Plain  Dealer. 

do       Democrat. 
Beloit*  Journal. 
Janeaville  Standard. 

do        Free  Press. 

do        Gazette. 
Sheboygan  Journal. 

do       Evergreen  Oity  Times. 

do       Nieawsbode. 
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Manitowoc  Tribane. 

do        Herald. 

do        Democrat, 
Fond  du  Lac  Union. 

do        Herald. 
Madison  Weekly  Argns. 

do        Journal. 

do        Patriot. 
La  CroBse  Kepublican. 

do       National  Demo  crat 
Monroe  Sentinel. 
Platteville  American. 
Prescott  Transcript. 
Portage  City  Badger  State. 
Watertown  Democrat. 
Beaver  Dam  Bepablican. 
Horicon  Argus. 
Oshkosh  Courier. 

0 

Menasba  Advocate. 

Appleton  Crescent. 

Green  Bay  Advocate. 

Mineral  Point  Tribune. 

Columbus  Republican  Journal. 

Ozaukee  Advertiser. 

Newport  Wisconsin  Mirror. 

Bichland  County  Observer. 

La  Fayette  County  Herald. 

Mineral  Point  Democrat,  file  kept  at  the  office. 

Stevens  Point  Pinery,  do 

West  Bend  Organ,  do 

Hudson  North  Star,  do 

Lancaster  Herald,  do 

Oshkosh  Democrat,  do 

Madison  Staats  Zeitung,  do 


WEEEXIES— dOfl^JTHI^. 

Ohicago  Democratic  Press. 

do  Ohristian  Times. 
Kentucky  Oommonwealth; 
Athens,  Tennessee,  Post 
Philadelphia  New  Ohurch  Herald. 
New  York  Criterion — ^literary. 

do        Publishers'  Circular. 

do        Weekly  Mirror. 

do        Weekly  Tribune,  preserved  by  secretary. 

do        Home  Mission  Ile(5ord,(monthlj)  do 
Philadelphia  Christian  Chronicle.  do 

Total,  78  periodicals — of  which  59  are  Wisconsin  publications. 
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AFPBHDIX  No.  3. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT  ON  THE  PICTURE  GALLERY. 

As  the  statistical  details  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  library 
proper  daring  the  past  year,  are  more  appropriately  embodied  in 
the  report  of  the  Execative  Committee,  the  librarian  begs  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  on  the  rise  and  progress  uf  the  Pictubb 
Gallery,  togetlier  with  some  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  several 
pictures,  and  their  respective  artists  : 

The  design  of  the  Historical  Society  is  to  preserve  all  memen- 
toes of  the  past  that  yet  remain  to  us,  buried  though  they  may  be 
underneath  the  dust  and  rubbish  of  ages ;  records  of  the  Aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  well  those  which  have  forever  pass- 
ed away,  leaving  behind  them  only  apocryphal  mounds,  to  puzzle 
the  learned  antiquary,  as  those  who  yet  mingle  among  us.  But 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  great  fact,  that  the  present  will  soon 
be  past,  and  the  incidents  that  we  hardly  notice  to-day,  will  ere 
long  form  a  portion  of  our  history ;  and  the  knowledge  that  wo 
now  scarcely  think  worth  retaining  will  one  day  be  earnestly  and 
laboriously  sought  after  by  the  carious  antiquarian. 

History,  proper,  is  a  record  of  deeds,  but  a  valuable  aid,  and  a 
•choice  relic  of  the  past,  are  true  and  reliable  portraits  of  those  whose 
acts  formed  the  history  of  their  day.  Deeds  will  live  in  tradition 
'Or  in  the  more  lasting  forms  of  books  and  writings,  but  the  fbnn 
and  features  are  doomed  to  a  more  ephemeral  existence.  Oonse- 
•qaently,  a  great  part  of  the  labor  of  an  Historical  Society,  in  the 
realm  of  the  present,  is  to  secure  reliable  portraits  of  those  who 
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figure  prominently  in  our  State ;  and  as  some  may  imagine,  that 
the  Society  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  a  proper  discretion  in 
laying  so  much  stress  upon  this  subject,  we  will  give  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  plan  proposed  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Society. 

I.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  all  the  Governors  of  Wisconsin. 
Fortunately  all  are  yet  living,  and  after  the  lapse  of  centuries, 
when  all  those  noble  forms  shall  have  mingled  with  their  kindred 
dust,  with  what  feelings  of  pride  will  the  inhabitants  of  our  State 
point  to  this  list  of  portraits,  sketched  by  master  hands,  of  those 
whom  their  ancestors  delighted  to  honor  I 

II.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme 
Court. 

ni.  To  secure  portraits  of  noted  Indian  Chiefs  and  early  set- 
tlers. In  this  department  we  are  peculiarly  fortunate,  as  from  the 
master  pencil  of  Sully,  we  have  those  of  Black  Ha.wk,  his  Son, 
and  the  Prophet,  which  we  will  notica  more  at  length  hereafter ; 
and  of  our  Wisconsin  pioneers,  we  have  made  a  noble  commence- 
ment. 

IV.  To  secure  the  portraits  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress.    All  are  yet  living,  except  Mr.  Eastman. 

V.  To  obtain  portraits  of  some  of  the  illustrious  historic  men  of 
our  common  country. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  plan  is  extensive,  too  extensive  to  be 
properly  carried  out,  with  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Society ;  and  were  it  not  for  a  private  liberality  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  lovers  of  art,  and  of  artists,  it  could  hardly  be 
attempted. 

Of  the  Gk)vemor8  of  the  State,  but  one  portrait,  that  of  Gover- 
nor Barstow,  is  yet  in  the  Gallery,  and  this  is  a  striking  and  ef- 
fective likeness,  painted  by  S.  M.  Brookes.  Gen.  Lewis  OasSi 
who  was  Governor  while  Wisconsin  formed  a  part  of  Michigan 
Territory,  Governors  Dodge,  Tallmadgb,  Drwey  and  Farwsll 
have  promised  theirs,  which  will  shortly  adorn  oar  walls. 
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Of  the  Sapreme  Court  Judges  only  that  of  Hod.  A.  D.  Siotb 
is  as  yet  received.  This  portrait,  executed  by  S.  M.  Baookss,  of 
Milwaukee,  il  a  strikingly  accurate  one,  and  is  remarkably  correct 
in  preserving  the  expression — an  excellence  which  we  can  almost 
call  a  peculiarity  of  the  celebrated  artist. 

The  preservation  of  the  likenesses  of  early  Indian  Chiefs  is  too 
often  overlooked,  and  we  suffer  the  consequences.  Still  wo  are 
fortunate  in  having  striking  portraits  of  Blaok  Hawk,  and  the 
leaders  of  his  band,  who  were  at  one  time  the  terror  of  the  whites 
of  the  North  West.  The  original  portrait  of  Black  Hawk,  of 
which  this  is  an  improved  copy,  was  painted  by  Sully  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  while  Black  Hawk  was  a 
IT.  S.  prisoner,  and  strikingly  depicts  the  sad  and  mournful  ex- 
pression  of  a  captive  chief,  struggling  to  subdue  his  feelings,  and 
depress  the  sad  emotion  of  a  vanquished  chieftain.  There  is  a 
dignity  in  his  look,  an  expression  half  concealed  by  the  cloud  of 
sadness  that  shades  his  brow,  that  marks  him  as  a  man  of  charac- 
ter and  of  true  greatness.  He  is  clad  in  the  English  drees,  and 
one  in  gazing  upon  his  portrait  might  well  imagine  him  a  Roman, 
looking  mournfully  upon  his  degenerate  country.  There  is  less 
of  the  features  and  expreseion  which  we  are  wont  to  associate 
with  the  Indian  name  and  character,  than  we  usually  find.  Of 
the  truth  ot  the  likeness  we  have  many  living  witnesses  now 
*  among  u8,  all  of  whom  agree  bs  to  its  exact  and  striking  correct- 
ness. 

Black  Hawk's  son,  Na-she-a-ktjsk,  never  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  early  history  of  our  State,  and  is  chiefly  interesting  from 
his  association  with  the  more  noted  chief,  his  father,  whose  for* 
tunes  he  followed  during  the  war  of  1832,  and  whose  captivity  he 
shared.  The  portrait  was  painted  under  the  same  circumstances  as 
the  former;  only  this  is  an  origiual,never  copied,a8  is  also  that  of  the 
'  Pbophbt,  who  accompanied  Black  Hawk,  taken  at  the  sametime. 
The  Pbopiibt's  is  a  striking  portrait.  The  very  muscles  of  the  face 
seem  to  relax  and  tighten  with  all  the  malicious  passions,  of  which 
6 
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man  in  his  most  degraded  state  is  capable.  The  dark  depths  of  a 
fiendish  soni,  with  all  its  hellish  thoughts  of  torture  and  revenge 
seem  insoribed  in  every  feature  of  that  forbidding' countenance* 
The  drapery  of  the  fignre  is  bad,  but  the  head  is  perfect  The 
low  forehead,  the  matted  hair,  the  deep-set  eyes,  the  heavy  jaws, 
and  the  sensuous  mouth,  all  betray  the  most  accomplished  villain ; 
and  such  his  character  is  well  known  to  have  been.* 

From  this  dark  picture  we  turn  to  the  light,  graceful,  and  beau- 
tiful  portrait  of  Pocahontas,  the  well  known  Indian  Princess  of 
Virginia,  whose  history  and  early  death  are  familiar  to  every  one. 
Soon  after,  her  marriage  with  Kolfe  she  sailed  for  England,  where 
her  beauty  and  queenly  behavior  attracted  universal  attention.  A 
portrait  of  her  was  there  painted,  which  subsequently  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  family  of  his  brother  in  England.  In  process  of 
time  this  old  portrait  was  brought  to  Yirginia;  and,  in  a  state  a]> 
most  cmmbling  to  ruins,  it  was  copied  by  Sullt,  and  from  this  waa 
made  the  copy  in  our  possession,  although  the  artist  in  bad  taste, 
as  we  think,  embellished  it  with  a  wreath  of  flowers  in  her  hair, 
and  substituted  the  simple  drapery  of  an  Indian  maiden,  in  place 
of  the  antique  dress  of  the  time  of  Jambs  L  The  embellishment 
gives  to  the  picture  an  air  of  ideality,  and  we  are  apt  to  consider 
the  portrait  as  a  fancy  sketch,  while  it  is,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  testimonials,  a  genuine  and  truthful  portrait  of  this 
celebrated  princess : 

Statement  of  Richabd  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  April  1st,  1843: 

"  Pocahontas  and  Mr.  Rolfe,  her  husband,  arrived  at  Plymouth 
on  the  12th  June,  1616.    Their  portraits  were  taken  whilst  in 


•  The  foUowiog  notice  of  tbd  Propbkt  was  written  in  188S,  bj  the  late  Mi^.  Thoiu.8  Fouttb,  wlie 
k§d  prerionalj  for  maajr  jfn  been  an  Indian  traidar,  and  uatil  1880,  the  Indian  agent  of  the  Saoka  acd 
Foxea  ;  and  girea  ns  a  more  farorable  riew  of  bit  eharacten  Yet  troth  extorts  the  remark,  that  he  haa 
bad  the  reputation  of  being  ehleflj  iastramental  in  leading  fata  deluded  followers,  against  the  wlahatof 
Black.  Hawk,  into  the  oBfortaaate  outbreak  of  1888.  Maj.  Fobatu'b  testiaaooy  ia  taken  from  tlh% 
•zeeUent  and  charming  work,  Mu.  KnriiM  Wau-Bun,  or  tht  *  Earlp  Day  *  in  the  North'  Wat :  "  Kaaj 
a  good  meal  has  the  Fr^phd  giren  to  people  traTelllng  past  his  Tillage,  and  yvtf  macj  atn^  hoiMt  kftl 
iMMOorertd  iron  the  IndtoB^Md  xartoftd  to  1ii«ir  rigMM  ovmov  wttboat  aakiaf  ai^  nrnupMMi^ 
whaterer."  X.  0.  D 
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England,  where  their  son  Thomas  was  born.  Pooahontas  died  at 
Gravesend  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1617 ;  her  husband  return" 
ed  to  Virginia,  leaving  his  son  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hbnbt  Bolfb, 
his  brother. 

^'  Thomas  Kolf£  returned  to  Virginia,  and  there  married,  and 
died,  leaving  an  only  child,  Jane,  who  married  Col.  Robebt.Bol- 
lONG,  and  died,  leaving  an  only  child,  John  Bolling,  whoso  daugh- 
ter Janb,  married  Bichabd  Randolph,  of  Curies,  in  the  county  of 
Henrico,  Virginia.  Their  son  Ryland,  who  owned  and  resided  on 
the  patrimonial  estate,  after  receiving  his  education  in  England, 
was  informed  that  the  portraits  of  Pocahontas  and  Rolfe,  were  in 
possession  of  a  gentleman  in  England,whose  name  is  now  forgotten. 

^'  He  wrote  to  his  friend  in  England,  to  endeavor  to  purchase 
them  for  him  ;  when  the  gentleman  was  applied  to,  and  informed 
that  Hr.  Randolph  was  a  descendant  of  Pooahontas  and  Rolfe, 
he  presented  the  portraits  to  Mr.  Randolph,  whose  friend  sent 
them  to  Virginia,  where  they  arrived  safely,  and  were  hung  up  in 
Mr.  Randolph's  mansion,  at  Turkey  Island. 

^  Mr.  Randolph  died  in  1784.  Soon  after  his  death,  his  estate 
was  publicly  sold,  and  these  portraits  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Thomas  BoLLuro,  of  Oobbs,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  at 
twenty  shillings  each,  that  being  the  appraised  value;  owing  to 
the  following  agreement :  Mr.  Thomas  Rolling,  and  four  other 
deecendants  of  Pooahontas,  were  each  anxious  to  purchase  the 
pietares,  and  a  proposition  was  made  to  decide  by  lot  which  of  th% 
fiv^  ahonld  have  them,  and  Mr.  Bolling,  being  the  nearest,  was 
permitted  to  putrchase  them  without  opposition. 

''This  statement  was  made  to  me  by  my  father,  David  Meade 
Randolph,  who  waa  the  executor  of  Rtland  Randolph,  and  sold 
the  pictures.  The  inventory  and  account  of  sales  may  be  seen  in 
|}ie  office  of  the  comity  court  of  Henrico." 

Btetement  of  D.  M.  RAmx>LPH,  of  Yorktown,  September,  1830, 
Additased  to  R.  M.  Sullt  : 
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"  About  the  year  1788-9, 1  resided  at  Presque  Isle,  one  mile 
from  Bermuda  Hundred.  Occasionally  iatercbanging  visits  of 
hospitality  with  the  masters  of  vessels  while  in  that  part,  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  become  intimate  with  a  Captain  Joseph  Wat- 
son, of  tlie  brig  Jane,  of^  Washington.  This  Captain  Watson 
brought'  Mr.  Randolph  a  parcel  of  books.  These  books  were 
accompanied  with  a  long  letter  from  Jonah  Wheeler,  of  the  re- 
spectable commercial  house  of  Gerard,  Preston,  Winder  and 
Wheeler,  then  existing  in  Liverpool.  The  books  were  presented 
by  Mr.  Wheeler,  from  his  having  understood  my  character  as  a 
farmer,  and  my  name  as  a  descendant  of  Pocahontas.  / 

"  Mr.  Wheeler  stated  that  he  had  '  heard  his  mother  relate  the 
circumst'ancefs  of  a  Mr.  Randolph  or  Bollino,  having  in  their  day 
been  over  to  England  and  going  down  into  Warwickshire,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  London,  in  pursuit  of  the  portraits 
of  Mr.  RoLFE  and  Pocahontas;'  the  gentleman,  he  said,  oflfered  a 
large  price  for  the  pictures,  but  the  family  who  had  them,  them- 
selves not  descendants  from  Pocahontas,  but  from  Rolfe,  disdain* 
ing  a  premium,  generously  gave  the  same  to  Ryland  Randolph, 
who  satisfied  them  of  his  better  pretension  to  so  valuable  a  posses- 
sion. I  retain  a  perfect  recollection  of  their  being  brought  over  from 
England  by  my  uncle,  their  appearance  at  Turkey  Island,  and 
lastly  their  sale,  by  myself,  acting  as  clerk  to  my  father,  the  ad* 
miuistrator,  in  the  month  of  March,  1784.  Our  estimable  fellow- 
citizen,  La  Fayette,  was  he  now  among  us,  would,  I  believe, 
Identify  the  pictures  and  confirm  their  history,  from  the  fact  of  his 
intimacy  with  Ryland  Randolph,  whose  house  served  for  his 
headquarters  a  considerable  time  in  the  memorable  campaign  of 
1781." 

Statement  of  Mrs.  Annb  Robinson,  of  Virginia : 

'*  From  my  earliest  recollection  I  have  been  accustomed  to  see 
the  picture  copied  by  Mr.;^SuLLY,  in  the  house  of  my  grandfather, 
Mr.  T.  BoLLiNO,  of  Oobbs ;  it  was  always  shown  as  the  portrait  of 
Pocahontas.     Mr.  T.  Bollino  was  the  representative  of  iPowoM* 
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TAN ;  my  grandmother,  Mrs.  Betty  Bollino,  equaIl7«distiDct  from 
FooAHosTAs ;  neither  entertained  a  doubt  that  the  picture  in  ques- 
tion was  a  portrait  of  PooIhontas.  My  father,  also  a  descendant 
of  Pocahontas,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  pic- 
ture.^' 

Statement  of  Dr.  Thomas  Robinson,  Petersburg,  Ya.,  August 
30th,  18i3 : 

"  The  Indian  picture  copied  by  Mr.  Sully,  the  original  of  which 
is  now  in  my  possession,  was  shown  to  me  at  Cobbs,  some  seyen- 
teen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Bolliko,  as  the  portrait  of 
Pocahontas;  Mrs.  R,  then  proprietor  of  the  portrait,  was  herself 
a  descendant  of  Pocahontas,  and  widow  of  the  representative  of 
Powhattan.  a  slight  inspection  of  the  costume,  satisfied  me  that 
this  was  the  only  portrait  of  a  female,  painted  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.,  among  the  family  pictures. 

"  With  very  great  pleasure  I  bear  testimony  to  the  rigid  fideli- 
ty, with  which  Mr.  Sully  has  copied  this  very  interesting  portrait, 
notwithstanding  the  temptation  to  certain  alterations  in  conformi- 
ty witli  the  romantic  spirit  of  the  history  of  the  individual  whom 
it  represents,  by  which  the  eflTect  might  have  been  increased,  with- 
out impairing  the  likeness.  From  every  thing  of  ^is  kind  Mr. 
Sully  has,  with  great  propriety,  abstained,  while  the  likeness, 
4X)6tume  ami  attitude  have  been  presented  with  great  exactness. 

('The  original  is  crumbling  so  rapidly  that  it  may  be  considered 
M  having  already  passed  out  of  existence." 

Statement  of  W.  F.  Simpson,  of  V^.,  Aug.  13, 1830: 

'  *^I>KAR  Sully  : — You  requested  me  a  few  days  ago  to  call  and 
tee  the  portrait  of  Pooahontas  you  have  lately  been  busy  upon, 
from  the  one  which  you  borrowed  from  the  descendants  at  Cobbs. 
I  did  so  last  evening  while  you  were  from  home,  and  feel  much 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the'  style  in  which  you  have  exe- 
Mted  your  trust,  a  tas^so  difiScult  from  the  mutilated  state  of  the 
origittBl  picture,  that  I  really  thought  it  almost  impossible  for  you 
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to  succeed  as  completely  as  jou  have  done.  It  is  faithful  to  a 
letter,  perhaps  more  so  than  is  politic^  since  had  you  made  some 
little  altemtion  in  her  ladyship's  position,  and  dressed  her  rather 
more  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  this  after  age,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  picture  would  tell  better  with  the  majority  of  those  who 
may  hereafter  see  it.  I  of  course  think  you  quite  right  in  sticking 
as  rigidly  to  the  '  better  of  the  law'  as  you  have  done." 

Additional  statements  could  be  adduced,  but  we  think  these 
will  be  deemed  amply  sufficient  upon  which  to  rest  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  original  picture,  as  well  as  the  first  copy  taken  by 
Sully.  He  employed  great  labor  in  attaching  the  mutilated  and 
decaying  parts  together,  so  as  to  bring  the  whole  within  his  pow- 
er, and  at  length  happily  succeeded.  When  Sully  proposed  to 
execute  a  new  copy  of  Pocahontas  for  our  Society,  and  another 
for  the  Virginia  Ilistorical  Society,  his  own  deep  reverence  and 
admiration  for  the  memory,  virtues  and  portrait  of  the  lovely 
Forest  Princess,  led  him  while  anxiously  desiring  to  preserve  a 
faithful  copy  of  her  features,  to  wish  to  change  the  full  facial  fronti 
to  the  three  quarter  vi^w,  and  substituting  for  the  absurd  costume 
of  the  time  of  Jatltes  the  FrasT,  the  more  appropriate  Indian  dress 
of  that  period.  Sully  thought  that  in  this  ancient  English  costume, 
all  Indian  associat'on  was  destroyed,  and  that  the  proposed  change 
would  give  her  a  much  more  truthful  and  characteristic  represen- 
tation. The  Virginia  Historical  Society  expressed  a  wish  that 
Sully  would  60  paint  it — thus  Indicmizing  the  original  portrait ; 
and  our  Society  left  the  matter  entirely  to  the  artist's  taste  a&d 
judgment,  as  the  copy  he  designed  for  us  was  to  come  as  a  gift. 

As  Sully  learned  from  the  early  Virginia  historian  Beverly,  • 
that  it  was  customary  for  the  Indian  maidens  on  their  gala  day8| 
to  weave  wreaths  of  the  fairest  wild  flowers  of  the  forest,  into 
their  hair — and  that  Pooahontas took  part  in  these  past-time^he 
conceived  the  idea  of  heightening  the  effect  of  the  pictara  t^ 
introducing  such  a  wreath  encircling  her  brow,  and  particiUnrlj 
aa  he  had  unquestionable  historical  aathoi^ity  f!or  it,  and  hjffitwlf 
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lived  in  the  valley  of  Jamee  Riveri  ia  the  native  region  of  the 
Princess,  and  could  there  select  from  the  forest  the  loveliest  flow- 
ers for  the  purpose.  Such  were  Sully's  views,  sanctioned  and 
approved  by  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  and  acquiesced  in  by 
our  own  ;  and  though  we  may  not  all  of  us  fully  co  incide  with 
them,  jet  they  d^erve  groat  respect,  and  serve  to  show  that  the 
artist  did  not  make  the  change  without  some  show  of  reason  for  it. 
He  accordingly  made  a  selection  of  forest  flowers,  and  the  painting 
will  ever  testify  with  what  taste  he  executed  that  delicate  task. 

ine  Society  may  well  feel  proud  of  possessing  such  correct 
likenesses  of  BLi.cK  Hawk  and  his  companions — of  Blaok  Hawk's 
SON  and  the  Prophbt  none  others  are  known  to  exist;  and  we  be* 
lieve  there  are  but  two  other  portraits  of  Pocahontas,  in  the 
country,  that  can  lay  the  least  claim  to  genuineness,  and  both  were 
copied  by  Sully.  But  with  the  feeling  of  pride  in  the  possession 
of  these  treasurers,  comes  an  emotion  of  sadness  as  we  remember 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  talented  artist  whose  gift,  in  part,  they 
were. 

By  Tnoe.  SuUiV,  we  have  a  fine  copy  of  Gilbbrt  Stuart's  cele- 
brated portrait  of  Washington.  It  stands  out  nobly  from  the  can- 
vass, and  impresses  every  beholder  with  a  feeling  of  awe  and  ad- 
miration. By  Edwards,  formerly  of  Cincinnati,  now  of  Louisville, 
we  have  two  fine  portraits — one  an  original  of  Dr.  Wm.  Btrd 
Powell,  the  other  a  copy  of  Jarvis' portrait  of  Gen.  Geo.  Rogers 
Clark,  the  Washington  of  the  West.  Clark  did  for  the  great  Ohio 
Valley  what  Washington  did  for  the  Atlantic  States;  his  life  and  ex- 
ploits we  hope  soon  to  see  rescued  from  oblivion  by  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  our  Society,  who  possesses  all  his  old  papers 
and  other  ample  materials  for  such  a  work.  Dr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  as  his  noble  head  would  indicate,  is  a  man  of  origi- 
nality of  mind,  and  has  written  much  and  well  upon  medical  and 
acientific  subjects^ 

.  From  the  pencil  of  Bobt.  M.  Built,  in  addition  to  the  four  be* 
firV:  mentioned,  we>  have  an  cKcellent  portrait  of  Ohihf  Jxmum 
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Masshall,  80  eminent  as  a  soldier,  statesman,  jurist  and  historian^ 
While  this  was  his  last,  it  is  by  far  the  best  of  the  Sullj  })ortraits, 
in  its  artistic  finish — and  he  himself  so  considered  it. 

The  portrait  of  Db  Wm  Clinton  which  we  possess,  is  one  which 
adorned  the  Governor's  own  libiary,  which  fact  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  of  its  correctness.  Bj  whom  it  was  painted  is  a  matter 
of  some  doubt,  though  the  weight  of  evidence  points  to  Cath'n  as 
the  artist;  if  so,  this  must  have  been  during  his  earliest  efforts. 
It  is  said  to  have  been 'painted  while  Clinton  was  Major  of  New 
York,  and  this  is  rendered  almost  certain  by  the  dress  which  ap- 
parently belongs  to  the  costume  of  that  period.  None  of  the 
Clinton  family  can  give  any  positive  testimony  concerning  its 
origin;  but  we  know  it  is  an  original,  as  we  obtained  it  from  an 
aged  retired  bookseller  of  Albany,  who  purchased  it  at  the  sale 
of  Gov.  Clinton's  library,  immediately  after  his  death  in  1828. 

Of  our  Congressmen,  although  many  are  promised,  as  yet  only 
that  of  Ex  Senator  I.  P.  Walker  is  received.  It  is  a  good  portrait, 
and  was  painted  at  Milwaukee  by  Wm.  J.  Head,  of  St.  Louis,  in 
1852,  and  presented  to  the  Society  by  G.  P.  Delaplainb. 

Our  list  of  portraits  of  old  pioneers  is  quite  full,  and  bespeaks 
well  for  the  future.  The.  following  are  by  S.  M.  Beookes,  of  Mil- 
waukee :  Btbon  Kilboubn  and  Alanson  Sweet,  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Milwaukee  ;  I.  A.  Lapham,  an  early  settler,  well  known 
by  bis  writings,  illustrating  the  natural  history  and  antiquities  of 
our  state  ;  Wm.  R.  Smfth,  the  President  of  our  Society,  and  his- 
toriographer of  the  State,  author  of  the  Documentary  History  of 
the  State,  two  volumes  of  which  are  published ;  Col.  Ebbnezeb 
Ohilds,  of  La  Crosse,  one  of  the  first  American  settlers  of  Oreen 
Bay ;  Ebenezeb  Brigham,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  lead  region, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  Indian  difficulties  from  1828  to  1832; 
SncEON  Mills,  who  was  one  of  the  three  first  settlers  of  Madison; 
Solomon  Juneau,  an  early  American  trader  at  Milwaukee,  before 
there  were  any  settlements  in  the  State,  except  at  Oreen  Bay  and 
Prairie  da  Ohien,  and  who  was  ehoeen  tiie  first  Mayor  of  JtUr 


wankee :  and  Hknby  8.  Baibd,  of  Green  Bay,  one  of  the  first 
American  settlers  there,  and  the  first  practising  lawyer  in  Wis- 
consin. 

Besides  these,  we  have  a  fine  View  on  the  Hudson^  from  the 
pencil  of  Jaspp:r  F.  Cropsey,  tlui  well  kiu>v/n  landscape  arti^*-  of 
New  York.  The  view  is  looking  down  the  IIJ2d^on,  with  the 
Higiilands  in  the  distance  ;  and  the  effect  ivS  tliat'of  the  sun  about 
an  hour  or  two  high  of  a  warm,  hazy,  summer  afternoon.  It  is  a 
picturesque  scene  well  worthy  of  the  artist  in  both  the  study  and 
execution.    This  is  the  twenty-second  picture  in  the  catalogue. 

This  feature  of  the  Society — the  Pictukk  Gallejuy,  is  alone  well 
worth  tlic  attention  of  the  public.  For  although  the  library,  as 
another  department,  may  be  ever  of  more  lasting  interest,  the 
Gallery  of  portraits  cannot  fail  to  attract  a  large  share  of  atten- 
tion from  those  who  have  little  time  for  more  lengthy  examina- 
tions of  books  and  references,  and  bespeaks  well  for  the  liberality 
and  public  spirit  of  our  citizens,  and  promises  well  for  the  future 
prospects  of  the  Society  when  its  aims  shall  be  more  generally 
tinderbtood,  and  public  attention  more  particularly  attracted  to  it 
by  its  merits  and  success. 

The  Society  may  well  pride  itself  upon  the  possession  of  such 
a  list  of  portraits  already  furni&hed,  and  we  hope  it  may  have  the 
effect  40  incite  more  of  the  old  pioneers  to  furnish  theirs.  If  the 
forty-seven  persons  who  have  so  generously  promised  the  Society 
their  portraits,  are  not  foigetful  of  their  pledges,  the  Picture  Gal- 
lery must  speedily  become  the  })ride  and  admiration  of  Wisconsin. 

We  shall  close  this  report,  by  a  brief  reference  to  the  several 
artists  by  whose  skill  and  genihs  our  Gallery  enterprise  has  re- 
ceived so  much  encouragement  and  fostering  car(^ 

The  first  to  tender  our  Society  a  production  of  his  pencil,  was 
the  veteran  Thomas  Sully,  who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, Jane,  1783,  and,  at  the  age  of  nine,  came  with  his  parents, 
irho  were  comedians,  to  the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  twelve, 
he  was  placed  in  the  office  of  an  insurance-broker  in  Charleston, 
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but  his  artistic  inclinfitinn  rendered  his  services  of  little  avail  to 
his  emplojer,  who  advised  his  father  to  make  an  artist  of  him. 
This  advice  was  followed,  and  young  Solly  studied  for  some  time 
with  his  brotherin-Iaw  in  Charleston,  and  subsequentiy  with  his 
brother,  a  miniature  painter,  at  Richmond,  Ya.  Having  made 
creditable  progress  in  oil  painting,  ab^ut  I8u3  he  commenced  the 
world  for  nimself.  For  the  ensuing  six  years  he  was  engaged  in 
his  profession  successively  at  Norfolk,  Richmond,  New  York  and 
Boston,  and  met  with  much  success  as  a  portrait  painter.  In  1809 
he  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home;  and  the  same  year  he  visited  England,  and  during  a  so- 
journ of  nine  months  there,  he  made  the  acquaintance  and  en- 
joyed the  friendship  of  West.  During  a  second  visit  to  England 
in  1837-38,  he  painted  a  fulMength  portrait  of  Queen  Yictoria, 
which  is  said  to  be  the  most  faithful  likeness  of  her  that  has  yet 
been  taken.  He  has  painted  full  lengths  ot  La  Fayette  and  Com- 
modore Dkoatur,  and  a  large  picture  of  Washington  crossing  the 
Delaware.  He  still  lives,  with  rigor  unabated,  the  Nestor  of 
American  art. 

Clement  R.  Edwards  was  born  in  Wooclston,  New  Jersey,  in 
1820,  and  ten  years  afterwards  his  parents  removed  to  Clncinuati| 
where,  in  1837,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  house  and  sigfi  painter, 
and  so  remained  two  years,  when  he  yielded  to  his  strong  inclina- 
tion to  portrait  painting,  and  opened  a  studio.  He  left  Cincinnati 
in  1843,  following  his  profession  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland  ;  and  in  1847,  joined  the  army,  and  served  in  the 
Yoltigeur  Regiment  in  the  memorable  battles  of  Contreras, 
Oherubnsco,  Molino  del  Rey  and  phapultepec,  and  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Mexico.  At  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  retnrned 
to  Cincinnati  ttt\d  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  last 
year  removed  to  Louisville.  His  two  portraits  of  Oen.  Obobgi 
BoGEBS  Clark  and  Dr.  Wm.  Bybd  Powrll,  which  he  so  kindly 
presented  our  Society,  deservedly  fill  a  conspicuous  place  in  tke 
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It  is  not  Q^easary  to  sptak  of  B.  M.  Sitixt  in  this  coaM«t^,> 
Kr»  Dha^sb's  remarks  upon  the  occasion  of  anncfniieiibg  Aie 
4Mth  lo  the  Society,  are  as  foil  as  coold  be  desir^.    Hiis  fihe 
pictures  will  remain  to  tell  their  own  storj  of  the  worth  amd  gmhiB 
of  the  lamented  artist. 

Sakitel  M.  Brookes,  who  for  several  months  has  been  sd  'basy 
with  his  pencil  and  pallet  in  the  production  of  faithful  pictures 
for  our  Qallery,  is  a  native  of  England  ;  but  when  a  child  his  pa-- 
rents  migratec^  to  America,  and  in  1833  we  find  them  at  Chicago, 
and  subsequently  in  the  region  near  Waukegan.  Possessing  an 
early  aptness  for  drawing,  young  Brookes  took  lessons  in  oil  paint- 
ing of  an  artist  who  tarried  a  while  at  Chicago,  and  soon  after 
opened  a  studio  of  his  own.  He>  met  with  encouraging  success, 
considering  the  newness  of  the  country,  the  poverty  ot  the  people, 
and  the  little  taste  for  art  then  prevajent  in  the  I^orth- West.  Deter- 
mined on  visiting  London  and  the  Continent,  he  started  with  only  a 
few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  spent  nearly  two  years  abroad,  and  return- 
ed with  more  money  than  when  he  left,  besides  several  hundred 
dollars'  worth'of  pictures,  the  most  of  which  were  copies  he  had 
made  in  London.  Since  his  return,  he  has  followed  his  profession 
first  in  Chicago,  but  for  several  years  past  in  Milwaukee,  and  bids 
fair  with  his  genius  and  love  for  the  art,  to  add  largely  to  his  own 
repntation,  and  do  a  noble  work  for  our  Piotctrb  Gallery. 

Of  the  artist  Catlht,  we  need  only  say,  that  since  he  visited  the 
Ifandans  and  other  distant  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and 
made  a  noble  collection  of  portraits  of  the  Bed  Men,  which  he 
has  exhibited  in  this  country  and  Europe,  he  has  written  a  work  on 
the  Indians,  and  is  now  understood  to  be  in  the  Amazon  Valley, 
in  South  America,  where  he  is  doubtless  engaged  in  making 
aketches  of  that  wonderful  country.  We  know  but  little  of  Wh. 
J.  Head,  save  that  he  is  regarded  at  St.  Louis  as  an  artist  of  much 
akiU  and  promise.  Jasper  F.  Cbofset  has  long  ranked  among 
the  most  eminent  landscape  painters  of  our  country.  We  should 
eateam  it  no  small  honor  to  have  in  o\ir  collection  one  of  the  pro* 
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dactions  from  hifi  fine  pencil — and  it  should  be  regarded  as  donblj 

honorable,  as  it  comes  to  hs  as  a  free  offering  of  his  appreciation 

of  the  worth,  enterprise  and  success  of  our  beloved  WisooNSDr 

Bjbtorioal  Sooiett. 

S.  H.  CARPENTER, 

Librarian. 
MiDiBOif,  April  10, 1856. 
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AIlfEMDIX.  Ho.  4. 


EULOGIES  ON  WEIGHT,  McLANE  AND  SULLT. ' 

HOir.  HIBAM  A.  wRiom. 

I 

In  Execntivo  Committee,  June  5,  1855,  Hon.  John  T.  Smith 
in  the  chair,  Hon.  J.  P.  Atwood  arose  and  announced  the  death 
of  Hon.  Hiram  A,  "Wriqut,  as  follows  : 

Mb.  Fbbsidbnt  : — I  arise  to  announce  an  event  as  solemn  at 
such  an  announcement  is  unusual,  in  this  hall.  For  the  first  time 
fince  the  organization  of  this  society,  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  have  occasion  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  their 
number.  A  bolt  has  descended  from  a  clear  sky,  and  the  heavens 
are  shrouded  in  gloom.  A  chair  is  vacant,  and  with  heavy  hearts 
we  sit  amid  the  sable  insignia  of  death. 

The  Hon.  Hiram  A.  Weight,  late  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  one  of  the  Curators  of 
this  Society,  died  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  twenty  seventh  ult. 

This  event  was  as  unexpected  as  the  intelligence  which  is  now 
flying  from  town  to  town,  and  from  hamlet  to  hamlet,  is  startling 
and  mournful.  The  shadow  of  his  form  lingers  about  the  capitol, 
and  the  instruments  of  his  office — the  opened  book — the  unfinished 
manuscript,  lay  upon  the  table  where  he  placed  them.  Almost 
imperceptibly  we  expect  on  the  walks  and  in  public  places,  that 
pleasant,  yet  dignified  and  courtly  salutation,  and  can  hardly  be- 
lieve that  we  are  to  receive  that  greeting  no  more. 

The  deceased  left  us,  but  a  few  days  since,  in  feeble  health,  oc- 
MMonod,  as  was  then  supposed,  by  constant  and  arduous  labon 
dtuing  the  past  winter,  for  the  porposo  of  enjoying  a  short  season 


of  relaxation  and  repose,  among  the  recuperating  inflnencee  of 
his  home,  and  with  the  intent  of  soon  resuming  the  official  datiee, 
in  the  discharge  of  which  he  had  been  actively  engaged  np  to 
the  hour  of  his  departure.  Bat  ere  we  were  apprised  that  his  ill- 
ness denoted  impending  danger,  and  before  he  was  scarcelj 
missed,  the  wire  vibrates^  and  we  are  told  that  he  is  dead. 

Mr.  Wjught  left  the  place  where  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  near  where  lived  and  died  his  illus- 
trious namesake  and  relative,  whe&  quite  young,  to  seek  his  for- 
tune in  the  adventurous  and  rising  west.  He  came  to  this  State 
when  its  beauties  and  resources  were  comparatively  unknown,  and 
before  it  had  emerged  from  its  territorial  infancy.  He  early  learned 
the  habits,  customs  and  peculiarities  of  the  people,  who  were  then 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  State  on  the  frontier  of  civilization  ; 
and  that  people  early  conferred  upon  him  the  honors  and  distinc- 
tions, which  though  sometimes  tardy,  surely  come  to  crown  the  * 
just  and  meritorious.  He  won  their  confidence — they  trusted 
him — and  the  highest  eulogium  that  need  be  passed  upon  hii 
name  is,  that  he  never  betrayed  that  trust. 

In  the  various  positions  of  responsibility  and  prominence  which, 
he  occupied,  at  the  Bar,  on  the  Bench,  in  the  Assembly  hall,  in 
the  Senate  chamber,  at  the  head  of  an  important  department  of 
the  executive  government  of  the  State,  during  the  mutations  of 
party  and  the  ebullitions  of  public  opinion,  he  maintained  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  did  what  he  esteemed  to  be  his 
duty  and  his  right,  unswerved  by  considerations  of  a  temporary 
policy.  He  was  eminently  consistent  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
of  unqueationable  integrity,  prudent,  considerate,  decisive,  ener- 
getic in  action  and  untiring  in  the  prosecution  of  his  purpose.  A 
firm,  inflexible  partizan,  he  was  not  a  demagogue.  Though  al- 
ways, from  his  youth,  in  public  life,  he  never  forgot  his  responsi* 
bilities  as  a  man.  Exalted  to  a  seat  with  the  first  men  in  the 
State,  he  preserved  a  modest  and  unpretending  demeanor.  TheM ' 
qualities,  not  alwaya  found  in  public  men,  were  discovered  aadf 
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appreciated.    They  made  his  name  a  familiar  word  in  every^ 
hamlet  and  cotfage.    The  impress  of  his  character  is  on  the  pub- 
lic heart,  and  there  U  his  cenotaph^  f^d  there  it  will  remain  mofe 
eloquent  and  enduring  than  the  chiseled  column. 

Judge  Wright  was  still  young.  Thirty  summers  had  not  yet 
strewed  flowers  in  his  pathway — thirty  winters  had  not  yet  come' 
to  chill  the  life  blood  in  his  heart.  He  had  but  just  entered  upon 
the  broad  iield  of  manly  aspirations  and  exertions,  and  was  pre- 
pared by  age  and  experience,  for  a  life  of  enriable  distinction  and 
usefulness.  Competency,  honor,  station,  a  cultivated  head,  a  no* 
ble  heart — the  enjoyment  of  domestic  felicity,  all  seemed  com- 
bined to  make  his  future  fair  and  auspicious ;  but  he  fell,  ^'  with 
all  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon  him,"  ere  the  early  days  of 
manhood  had  lost  one  ray  of  brightness. 

The  reflections  suggested  by  this  dispensation  of  Providence, 
are  a  sad  and  truthful  commentary  upon  the  uncertainties  of  life 
— on  the  frailty  of  all  earthly  hopes  and  enjoyments. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  that  it  was 
my  fortune  to  be  associated  with  him,  a  short  time,  in  the  private 
walks  of  life^  and  that  it  was  there,  amid  the  kindly  influences 
which  hallow  and  bless  the  domestic  altar,  that  I  learned  to  love 
the  man.  Of  the  ten  persons,  including  children,  comprising  the- 
families  of  Judge  Wright,  then  a  member  of  the  Senate — Hon. 
Oqab.  D.  RoBiNsoir,  then  Secretary  of  State,  Doct.  Ladd,  then  8u« 
perintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  myself,  who  sat  around  the 
same  boards  during  the  winter  of  1852,  but  three  remain.  The 
wisest,  the  purest,  the  loreliest  have  left  us,  and  lent  the  light  of 
their  character  and  their  smiles  to  illumine  another  sphere. 

Our  grief  is  assuaged  by  the  reflection,  that  the  last  moments  of 
onr  friend  were  spent  where  he  most  loved  to  live — in  the  bosom 
of  his  family — in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  his  home.  The  amiable 
and  accomplished  lady,  whose  life  destinies  were  linked  with  his 
by  ties  which  now  bind  her  to  the  spirit  world — smoothed  with  her 
own  gentle  hand  the  pillow  of  the  dying  man,  and  closed  his  eyes 
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in  that  sleep  which  knows  no  earthly  waking.  I  would  not  in- 
trude,  with  words  of  condolence,  upon  the  sacred  reverie  of  that 
widow — weeping  with  her  orphaned  child,  at  the  fountain  where  the 
silver  cord  has  been  loosed, and  the  goldeo  bowl  been  broken.  Her 
sorrow  is  too  holy  for  the  minstration  of  human  consolation.  All 
that  we  could  say  is* but  the  suggestion  of  every  mind.  She  will 
seek  and  obtain  from  another  source  that  purer  ilIumination|  of 
which  human  reason  is  but  the  reflection. 

We  mourn  not  as  for  one  who  leaves  no  bright  mark  behind 
him.  "We  will  cherish  his  memory,  and  feel  that  we  shall  grow 
better  by  a  contrast  of  our  lives  with  his  own. 

His  race  has  terminated  ;  his  mission  on  earth  is  ended  ;  his  cnp 
of  fortune  has  over-run.  On  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mi^sisBippi| 
his  ashes  repose,  but  his  spirit — free  as  the  wind  that  swept  around 
his  river  homo,  and  now  sings  a  midnight  requiem  o'er  his  urn — 
still  lives  and  moves  among  us.  Truly  tbe  form  may  moulder  to 
its  native  dust — but  for  the  memory  of  the  just  and  good  there  is 
no  grave. 

Mr.  President,  I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Hesolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  report  to  this  meeting  resolutions  expressive  of  the  eense  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Historical  Society  upon  the 
death  of  Hon.  Hibam  A.  Wkigut. 

It  was  moved  by  S.  H.  Oarpenter,  and  seconded  by  L.  0.  Dra- 
per, that  Judge  Atwood  be  requested  to  furnish. a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress to  be  filed  among  the  papers  of  the  Society.     Carried. 

Messrs.  E.  A.  Calkins,  J.  P.  Atwood  and  J.  T.  Clark,  were 
app  »inted  the  committee  on  resolutions,  who,  through  their  chair- 
man, reported  the  following: 

Hesolved^  That  wo  have  heard  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  re- 
gret, of  the  recent  death  of  tlie  Hon.  Hiram  A.  Wright,  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Historical  Society. 
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:  JSesohsdy  That,  in  the  death  of  Judge  Wbiqht,  the  communitj 
has  lost  aa  honored  and  useful  member,  his  friends  an  ornament 
to  their  circle,  bis  family  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  the  State 
a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  and  this  Society  a  worthy  coad- 
jutor. 

Beaolvedj  That,  in  respect  for  the  memory  of  Judge  Weight, 
this  meeting  do  adjourn  for  one  week,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, properly  attested,  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
lamented  deceased. 

In  presenting  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Calkins  said : 

Mr.  Peesidknt  : — ^The  duty  which  I  have  discharged  in  offering 
for  consideration  these  resolutions,  is  rather  to  me  a  sad  and  sacred 
pleasure.  It  is  a  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  my  lamented 
friend,  a  respectable  member  of  my  own  profession,  a  man  whom 
I  loved  and  honored.  I  can  add  little  to  the  generous  and  eloquent 
fervor  of  the  eulogy  already  rendered  to  the  deceased — it  express- 
es the  emotions  of  us  all  at  the  melancholy  event  which  it  com- 
memorates. 

The  death  of  J  udge  Wbioht  was  unexpected,  tliough  in  no  form 
does  death  appear,  and  not  strike  a  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  tlie  liv- 
ing. It  reminds  us  how  frail  we  are,  how  feeble  and  fleeting  is 
the  hold  we  have  upon  life,  how  closely  the  pathway  which  we 
travel  lies  to  the  borders  of  the  tomb.  But  death  came  to  him 
whose  respected  memory  we  here  honor,  as  it  comes  to  few.  It 
came  to  him  when  the  spring  was  opening  upon  the  pomps  and 
gh)ries  of  sumiaer,  like  the  cloud  that  veils  a  morning  sun,  or  the 
blight  that  settles  on  a  bursting  flower.  He  was  in  the  earliest 
prime  of  a  successful  life,  in  the  possession  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, enjoyir^g  the  ends  of  a  manly  ambition,  popular  favor, 
and  the  esteem  of  troops  of  friends.  I  hardly  know  of  one  whose 
deatii  could  sunder  more  or  dearer  ties,  one  who  could  leave  so 
much  behind  him,  and  a  path  lighted  by  a  fairer  radiance. 

A  more  modest,  unassuming  man ;  a  finer  and  a  truer  gentle- 
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man,  in  the  esseDtial  qualities  that  made  him  sach ;  a  better  and 
a  nobler  friend,  I  never  knew.    But  he  is  dead.    So  true  it  is, 


tt 


The  good  die  first; 


While  those  whose  hearts  are  dry  as  summer  dust, 
Bum  to  the  socket.'^ 

But  death  comes  to  us  all.  It  is  the  catastrophe  which  makes 
life  a  tragedy,  shrouding  its  close  in  gloom  and  bedewing  it  with 
tears.  Yet  it  makes  the  meanest  of  us  sacred ;  it  instals  the  hum- 
blest in  human  respect;  it  lends  to  vice  even  a  shield  that  pro- 
tects it  from  insult,  while  it  doubly  canonizes  social  and  public 
virtue. 

I  can  but  add  the  invocation,  green  be  the  grave  of  the  lament* 
ed  dead,  as  his  memory  will  be  in  the  hearts  of  those  that  loved 
him.  , 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.^ 

UON.   GEOSOE  R.    M^LANE. 

■ 

In  Executive  Committee,  Sept.  4th,  1855,  S.  H.  Gabpkmtbb, 
Esq.,  in  the  chair,  Dr.  John  W.  Hunt  arose  and  announced  the 
death  of  Hon.  Okorgb  B.  MoLane,  of  Delafield,  Waukesha 
county,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Presidbnt: — Again  we  have  to  record  and  deplore  the  de- 
cease of  another  of  our  most  valuable  and  estimable  associates. 
Since  our  last  meeting,  the  hand  of  death  has  been  laid  upon  our 
Vice  President  MoLane,  who  closed  his  earthly  career  at  his  resi- 
dence, Headland,  in  Waukesha  county,  at  noon  on  Thursday,  the 
16th  day  of  August  last, 

*  Judge  Wriuht  wm  a  daUto  of  St.  Lawrence  Coantjr,  N.  T.,  and  eettied  at  Prairie  du  Chien  la  IM^. 
and  took  part  in  the  publication  of  the  Prairie  du  Chion  Patriot,  the  pioneer  pa|>er  of  that  place, 
eontinaed  that  oonnectlon  till  ita  diicontinuanee  in  1852.  In  18A0,  he  waa  elected  a  member  of  the  I 
Senate,  and  senred  two  jrean,  and  then,  in  18&2,  wae  ehosen  to  a  eeat  In  yie  j^eeembljr.  He  held  at  > 
•nt  times  the  position  of  County  Judge,and  several  minor  offices  of  Crawford  Count/,  and  in  the  faU  of 
1868,  was  elected  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instmction.  "It  was  our  fortune,"  said  the  KenoAl 
Tribone  and  Telegnph, "  to  be  quite  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  we  saj  in  the  apirit  of  aevera  tratk 
nlher  than  that  of  customary  eulogy,  that  few  men  ezhlUtcd  more  rirtnea  and  fbw«r  fsolte  thiUi  kt  dUU" 
Atthetimeof  his  death  he  laeked  a  Uttle  of  thirty  yean  of  age.    .  l.  O.  •. 


51» 

GsoBGtt  Bead  MoLajtb  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  born  at  Wil- 
mington, on  the  SOth  of  December,  1819.  He  was  descended 
through  both  parents  from  some  of  the  earliest  and  most  honora- 
ble stock  in  that  State.  His  paternal  grandlather,  Colonel  Allen 
HoL^NB,  was  a  most  gallant  and  distinguished  officer  of  the  Ber- 
olncion — a  most  intrepid  leader  of  a  legion  of  cavalry,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Washington  ;  and  his  maternal  great 
grand  father,  Giobge  Bead,  was  one  of  the  illustrious  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  His  father,  the  late  Dr.  Allen 
MoLanb,  was  an  eminent  physician  and  distinguished  gentleman 
in  Wilmington. 

At  an  early  age,  Obobgb  became  a  pupil  at  ITewark  Academy, 
in  that  State,  to  which  resor'^ed,  for  a  period  of  nearly  seventy 
years,  many  of  the  youth  of  the  peninsula,  composed  of  Delaware 
and  the  Eastern  shore  counties  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  In 
due  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  Presbman  class  in  Delaware  Col- 
lege, in  the  village  of  Newark,  and  continued  a  student  of  that 
institution  until  the  second  term  of  the  Sophomore  year.  The 
profession  of  Oivil  Engineering  was  at  that  time  attracting  to  its 
ranks  many  young  men  of  the  older  States,  and  young  ^oLanb 
entered  it  at  about  the  age  of  17,  under  the  instruction  of  Isaac 
TsncBLB,  a  distinguished  engineer,  then  in  charge  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Susquehanna  Bailroad.  Bemaining  in  the  service 
nearly  two  years,  he  became  satisfied  that  his  right  place  was  in 
the  profession  of  which  his  father  had  so  long  been  an  ornament 
in  his  native  State. 

TJnder  the  instruction  of  his  accomplished  parent,  he  went 
through  the  regular  course  of  study,  and  after  graduating  with 
credit  in  the  Medical  department  of  Pennsylvania  University, 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  afforded  "in  the  city  of  Thila- 
delphia,  for  the  reputation  which  ho  afterwards  acquired  as  a 
practitioner  in  his  native  place.  Several  years  were  spent  by  him 
in  the  active  pursnit  of  his  profession,  in  partnership  with^  his 
father,  until  the  decease  of  the  latter,  and  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  rewarded  his  industry  and  merit. 
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Like  all  men  accompliBhed  in  their  calling,  Dr.  MoLahs  lored 
his  own  ;  but  he  foaDd  the  duties  of  his  honorable  bat  ardnooa 
profession  too  severe  for  his  delicate  constitution  ;  and  with  a  view 
of  finding  a  more  healthful  field  of  labor,  he  first  visited  Wiscon- 
sin, in  the  autumn  of  1847,  and  removed  to  this  State  in  the  Ihll 
of  1848.  He  went  immediately  into  the  occupation  of  his  beau- 
tiful farm  of  Readland,  on  Fine  Lake,  Waukesha  county,  where 
he  resided  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died.  Few 
could  receive  so  much  inspiration  from  the  calm  moral  beanties 
of  nature ;  and  in  this  lovely  spot,  amidst  its  quiet  duties,  his 
gentle,  refined  and  cultivated  character  made  his  home  a  paradise 
to  himself  and  family.  But  he  was  too  young,  and  gifted  with 
talents  of  too  hifijh  an  order,  to  remain  wholly  content  in  rural 
privacy.  The  quiet  duties  of  his  farm  and  his  household  were 
insuflScient  to  satisfy  his  mind  and  to  develop  his  capacities ,  and 
loving  them  none  the  less,  4ii6  generous  ambition  craved  farther 
and  larger  duties  in  life.  And  when,  in  the  fall  of  '52,  his  friends 
pressed  upon  him  the  position  of  State  Senator  from  his  district, 
he  accepted  the  trust,  and  was  elected  to  that  honorable  and  re- 
sponsible office.  He  remained  in  the  Senate  for  two  years,  dis- 
chargingVjvery  duty  industriously,  intelligently  and  faithfully. 

The  office  was  not  one  to  give  full  scope  to  his  peculiar  powers; 
but  ho  always  brou<^ht  to  its  discharge  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
lie  was  one  of  those  who  honor  station,  rather  than  are  honored 
by  it;  but  in  this  position  his  admirable  talents,  attainments  and 
character  Ijecame  more  extensively  known  and  more  justly  appre- 
ciated. It  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  few  men  in  public  life  to  win  for 
themselves  such  universal  and  cordial  respect  and  aflfcction  as  Dr. 
McLane  did  in  the  Senate. 

Ketiring  from  that  position  in  1854,  an  appointment  was  ten- 
dere<l  t)  him,  far  more  congenial  to  his  tastes  and  acquirements. 
Tlie  State  had  been,  as  it  still  is,  without  any  provision  for  the 
insane.  The  Legislature  having  taken  preliminary  measures  for 
the  csttibliBhment  of  an  Insane  Asylum,  the  Governor  appointed 
Dr.  MoLanb  to  the  position  of  Superintendent    A  happier  selee* 
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tion  could  not  have  been  made.  The  high  general  cultivation,  the 
eminent  medical  attainments,  and  great  benevolence  of  our  la- 
mented associate,  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  place. 

The  friends  of  Geo.  R.  McLusfB.  will  long  remember  with  adn^i- 
ration  the  generous  ardor  witlx  which  ho  devoted  his  whole  mind 
to  his  new  duties,  and  the  comprehensive  and  intelligent  benigni- 
ty of  character  with  which  he  mastered  the  charitable  science , 
which  modern  skill  has  brought  to  the  cure  of  that  most  pitiable 
and  helph'ss  class  of  human  unfortunates,  the  insane.  It  was  to 
his  fine  nature  a  labor  of  noble  hearted. love.  It  was  amongst  his 
duties  to  perfect  a  plan  fur  the  institution.  In  the  highest  heat  of 
summer  he  proceeded  to  the  eastern  States,  visited  the  best  insti- 
tutions of  the  kind,  and  consulted  the  most  eminent  men  skilled  in 
the  cure  of  the  insane.  By  them  he  was  cordially  recognized  and 
appreciated  as  a  brother  in  human  science.  He  brought  back,  as 
the  result  of  his  investigations,  a  plan  diftering  in  some  n-spects 
from  any  yet  in  use,  and  believed  by  many  eminent  physicians,  of 
large  experience  in  sucli  institutions,  to  be  the  best  ever  devised 
for  the  purpose.  In  all  the  controversy  which  followed,  no  fault 
was  ever  found  with  the  admirable  adaptation  of  the  plan  to  the 
object,  and  no  imputation  was  ever  cast  upon  the  benevolent  abil- 
ity which  matured  it. 

The  succeeding  Legislature  abandoned  the  undertaking.  But 
it  is  earnestly  believed  that  Dr.  MoLakb's  labors  have  not  been 
in  vain  ;  and  that  in  due  time  hereafter  an  institution  will  arise, 
upon  t^e  model  he  devised,  which  will  be  an  honor  to  the  State 
and  a  monument  to  him. 

This  was  Dr.  MoLane's  last  active  employment.  His  strength 
was  not  equal  to  his  duties  and  trials.  He  suffered  severely  du- 
ring the  summer  journey,  and  never  after  wholly  recovered  his 
health.  Upon  the  termination  of  bis  duties,  he'returned  home  an 
invalid,  and  his  disease  soon  assumed  an  alarmiug  character.  He 
.  himtelf,  from  the  begianipg,  foreaaw  its  fatal  termination,  and 
]i«?er  suJOT^red  himaelf  to  hope  for  recovery. 
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He  set  himself  to  pat  his  hoase  in  order,  and  to  provide  for  his 
beloved  family  after  be  should  be  gone.  For  over  four  mouths  he 
endured  a  painful.and  distressiog  disease  with  singular  patience 
and  resignation.  Always  foreseeing  his  own  speedy  death,  he 
calmly  awaited  it  in  the  noble  gentleness  of  his  disposition,  cheered 
by  the  intense  affection  of  his  home,  sustained  by  the  conscious- 
ness of  a  just  life,  and  consoled  by  the  undying  hope  of  a  Chris- 
tian.    And  so  he  died. 

Dr.  MoLanb  was  a  gentleman  of  rare  talents,  of  refined  taste, 
and  extensive  acquirements.  In  his  profession  he  was  learned 
and  able.  He  was  a  good  scholar  in  several  languages,  and  an 
accomplished  one  in  his  own.  The  real  literature  of  our  language, 
too  rarely  studied  in  onr  day,  was  familiar  to  his  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  no  mean  scholar  in  the  common  law,  and  had  acquired 
much  and  varied  scientific  knowledge.  But  high  as  were  his 
talents  and  his  acquirements,  it  was  by  his  singularly  noble  dis- 
position he  was  most  distinguished.  Peculiarly  unpretending  and 
inobtrusive,  to  be  truly  known,  he  must  have  been  intimately 
known.  His  fine  nature  was  too  sensitive  for  the  trials,  and  too 
high  for  the  appreciation  of  comm.on  life.  In  him  happily  blend- 
ed tho  strength  of  his  own  sex  and  the  gentleness  of  the  other. 
He  united  the  unflinching  firmness  of  upright  manhood  to  the 
unselfish  devotion,  the  fervent  aff^ection,  the  fine  sensibility  of 
woman's  nature.  Brave,  upright,  loyal,  generous,  gentle  to  all 
he  lavished  c^n  those  he  loved  a  devoted  enthusiasm  of  affection, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  man,  and  in  return  he  was  beloved  in 
life,  and  is  mourned  in  death  as  such  a  man  only  can  be  loved  and 
mourned. 

In  our  Society,  Mr.  President,  Geoboe  E.  MoLake  was  active 
whenever  opportunity  was  presented,  and  he  felt  a  deep  interett 
in  its  success.  Our  kindest  memories  are  due  to  his  worth  aaa 
public  man,  and  his  many  noble  qualities  as  exhibited  in  the  coQ- 
mon  relations  of  life. 

He  hat  left  his  place  of  honor  and  nsefQlneas  among  ns  in  ihi 
prime  of  early  manhood    He  lived  the  life  and  died  the  doslii'df 
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^An  unsullied,  noble  OhriBtian  gentleman.  All  our  memories  of 
him  are  gentle  and  reverential ;  gentle  and  fall  of  hope  is  tl&e 
sorrow,  acate  as  it  is,  of  those  whom  no  time  can  console,  no  for- 
tune can  compensate  for  his  loss. 

Messrs.  Drapes,  Dubbib  and  Ookoybr  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  resolutions,  who,  through  their  chairman,  reported  the 
following : 

'^  Resolved^  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Obo.  R.  MoLakb,  W6 
have  to  lamefit  the  loss  of  an  intelligent  and  sympatliising  coad- 
jutor, and  the  State!  one  of  her  most  worthy  and  public-spirited 
citizens,  who,  by  his  talents,  usefulness  and  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment, endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he  associated. 

"  Resolvedy  That  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  McLinb,  this 
meeting  a<jjourn  for  one  week,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  proceed- 
ings be  transmitted  to  his  family,  with  the  expression  of  our  sin- 
cere condolence." 

After  appropriate  remarks  by  Messrs.  Dbapeb,  Dubrib  and 
Oabfentbr,  as  to  the  worth  and  talents  of  Dr.  McLanb,  and  the 
great  loss  the  Society  has  sustained  in  his  death,  the  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

It  was  voted  that  Dr.  Hunt  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his. 
address  to  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

ROBBBT  M.  SULLY. 

In  Executive  Oommittee,  Dee.  18th,  1855,  E.  A.  Oalxinb,  Esq, 
^in  the  chair,  Lymak  0.  Drapbb  arose,  and  announced  the  death 
of  Bobbbt  M.  Sullt,  as  follows : 

Mb.  PBBsmBNT : — Once  and  again  have  we  met,  within  a  few 
l>rief  months,  to  pay  a  merited  tribute  of  respect  to  departed 
worth.  In  May  last,  Hon.  Hibam  A.  Wbioht,  a  fellow  member  of 
the  Executive  Oommittee  of  this  Society,  was  summoned  away ; 
andj  in  August,  Hon.  Gxobob  B.  MoLahb,  one  of  our  Vice  Pros- 
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ident3,  followed  him  to  that  "  bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns.*' 
Both  had  evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  Socie- 
ty, and  we  all  felt,  and  still  feel,  that  in  their  death,  we  were  bereft 
of  true  hearted  co-workers  in  the  particular  field  of  labor  and  re- 
search for  which  this  association  was  especially  formed. 

And  uoWf  in  such  quicTc  succession,  wc  are  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  departure  of  another  devoted  friend  of  our  Society — 
Robert  M.-Sully,  one  of  its  honorary  members,  and  one  of  its 
most  generous  benefactors.  The  peculiar  relation  which  he  bore 
to  this  Society,  calls  for  some  appropriate  notice  of  bis  profession- 
al career,  and  of  his  worth  as  a  man.  But  such  a  rehearsel  car- 
ries with  it  a  melancholy  reflection,  for  it  will  naturally  serve  to 
enhance  the  sense  we  all  fei^l  of  the  uncommon  loss  our  Society 
has  sustained  by  his  sudden  and  untimely  death. 

Mr.  SnixY  was  born  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  July  I7th,  1808. 
His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  w^as  by  profession  an 
actor,  and  was  for  many  years  attached  to  the  Charleston  theatre. 
Between  his  ninth  and  tenth  years,  and  not  long  afcer  his  father's 
death,  young  Sully  evinced  an  extreme  fondness  for  drawing, 
which  was  increased,  if  not  originally  excited,  by  the  sight  of 
some  excellent  drawings  made  by  his  father,  who,  when  a  youth, 
had  received  some  instruction  from  NAYSMrrn,  a  celebrated  laud- 
scape  i)ainter  of  Edinburg.  This  early  partiality  for  drawing 
steadily  grew  upon  him,  and  when  about  sixteen  or  seventeen,  he 
fully  determined  on  becoming  a  painter,  despite  the  many  difli- 
cultiee  and  privations  attending  the  profession,  which  were  care- 
fully pointed  out  to  him  by  his  friends.  In  his  eighteenth  year, 
ho  visited  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  placing  himself  under 
the  instructions  of  his  distinguished  uncle,  Thomas  Sully.  His 
zeal,  which  had  hitherto  been  wasted  in  ill-directed  efforts,  was 
now,  for  the  first  time,  applied  to  a  proper  course  of  study.  As 
he  was  enthusiastic,  and  labored  with  great  assiduity,  he  made 
Vapid  advancement  in  the  art  He  ever  remembered,  with  fiin- 
eere  gratitude,^  his  uncle's  kindness  and  instractions. 
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Having  remained  with  his  uncle  eight  or  nine  monthe,  he  re- 
turned to  Virginia,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  soon  found  the  ancient  saying  bat  too  trne  in  his  case,  that  a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own  country  ;  and  so  the 
poor  artist  was  left  to  obtain,  as  best  ho  could,  a  precarious  sup- 
port ill  Richmond,  the  capital  of  the  0!d  Dominion.  One  friend 
however,  Mr.  J.  H.  Si-robia,  patronized  and  encouraged  Wni.  But 
even  at  that  day,  Sully's  proud  spirit  despised  the  canting  term 
of  patron  as  generally  used,  as  much  as  he  did  the  artist,  who 
could  descend  to  apply  it  to  those  who,  after  all,  give  him  merely 
the  value  of  his  homst  services. 

The  letters  of  his  uncle,  Thomas  Sully,  at  this  period  were  very 
enc(>uraii:inir,  ands^ron^^lv  advised  him  to  vic»it  L»ndon  as  soon  as 
possible.  Naturally  proud  of  hU  chosen  profession,  he  cherished 
an  ardent  desire  to  comply  with  his  uncle's  wi^hes  and  advice, 
and  improve  his  taj^te  and  skill  by  studying  the  works  of  the  great 
Englii?!!  masters.  To  aid  in  this  pur.  ose,  he  visited  several  towns 
in  North  Carolina,  where  he  met  with  encouraging  success.  He  • 
sailed  for  L'^ndon  on  the  first  of  August,  1824,  where  he  arrived 
the  23d  of  the  following  month. 

Now  thrown  into  the  vortex  of  art,  it  was  some  little  time  be* 
fore  he  could  sufficiently  recover  from  the  fascinating  excitement 
produced  by  the  change,  to  commence  a  regular  C(»uise  of  study. 
Of  the  then  living  English  artists,  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  became 
his  tirst  idol,  but  after  remainii  g  sometime  in  London,  and  care- 
fnlly  studying  the  woiks  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  his  admiration' 
for  the  former  bomewhat  abated.    The  portraits  of  Lawrknce  are 
Bftid  to  bo  striking  likenesses,  and  display  a  bold  and  tree  pencil; 
bat  they  are,  particularly  his  later  ones,  chargeable  with  manner- 
ism, and  are  not  considered  to  be  successful  in  expressing  the 
nicer  shades  of  character,  while  his  drawirig  evinced  a  want  of 
ac6aracy  and  finish.     Nothing  eo  delighted  Sclly  as  the  pictures ' 
of  Rktnolds,  and  no  wonder,  for  they  were  master  pieces  of  art,^ 
KkraoLDS  rejected  the  stiff,  aavaried  and  unmeaning  attitudes  6f^ 
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former  artists,  and  imparted  to  liis  pictures ''the  air  and  actioa 
adapted  to  their  characters,  and  thereby  displayed  something  of 
the  dignity  and  invention  of  history.  Ue  has  seldom  been  ex- 
celled in  the  case  and  elegance  of  his  faces,  and  in  the  beauty  and 
adaptation  of  the  habiliments  of  his  figures  ;  and  his  coloring  com- 
bined, in  a  high  degree,  the  qualities  of  richness,  brilliancy  and 
freshness.  These  were  the  excellencies  of  Rkynolds'  productions 
that  so  strongly  attracted  the  attention,  and  extorted  the  admira- 
tion of  the  young  American  artist.  And  frequently,  ae  some  fine 
engraving  from  his  works  would  catch  Sully's  eye,  would  ho  reo- 
oncile  himself  to  the  loss  of  his  dinner,  and  spend  his  last  shilling 
to  possess  it. 

0 

Sully  thought  Jaokson,  who  then  ranked  as  the  second  portrait 
painter  of  England,  surpassed  Lawuence  in  color.  There  was  a 
fine  rich  tone  to  his  pictures  not  unlike  Heynolds,  but  he  wanted 
the  grace  and  elegance  of  Lawrence.  In  their  peculiar  walk, 
Sdlly  fuund  none  equal  to  Lkslie  and  Newton  ;  but  in  the  higher 
tanks  of  history,  he  concluded  that  Haydon,  Gimr  and  IIiltoh 
were  inferior  to  our  own  Washington  Allston,  judging  fiom  his 
exquisite  production  of  Jacobus  Drtani^  then  on  exhibition  at  the 
British  Gallery. 

During  the  course  of  his  second  year  in  London,  Sully  painted 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  C.  B^loe,  the  Secretary  of  the  Briti.-^h  InstituUon. 
It  was  shown  to  that  veteran  in  art,  Jamf«  Northcotk,  a  pupil  of 
Bkynolds;  it  gained  his  approbation,  although  qualified  by  a 
very  judicious  criticism,  which  ended  with  his  sending  Sullt  an 
excellent  picture  by  Reynolds  to  coj^y,  Irum  which  he  derived 
much  improvement.  lie  also  painted  a  portrait  of  Nobthoot^ 
then  eighty  years  of  age,  which  gained  him  great  credit  in  Lon- 
don, and  was  much  praised  by  connoisseurs  and  artitts.  Fiom 
NoETHOOTB  he  derived  much  useful  information  respecting  Rby- 
MOLDS,  Opib,  GAiNB^BORouon,  aud  others.  But  Sully  found  the 
older  artists  generally  little  disposed  to  aid  their  younger  breth*  * 
ren  in  art,  either  by  advice  or  by  the  loan  of  their  pic  tares.    Hi 


therefore  the  more  highly  appreciated  the  kindncee  of  the  veterai^ 
NoRTHCOTS.  Lbslir  too,  was  an  exception,  for  he  was  not  onlj. 
kind  in  directing  hid  stadies  and  criticising  his  work,  but  in  lend*^ 
ing  him  many  of  his  own  choice  productions.  Such  were  some^ 
of  the  great  masters  of  the  British  Metropolis  with  whom  Sullt 
associati-d,  and  from  whose*  experience,  suggestions  and  instruc- 
tions he  adiled  largi^ly  to  his  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  divine 
art  to  which  he  so  enthusiastically  devoted  the  better  portion  q£ 
his  days. 

After  an  absence  of  four  years,  he  returned  to  his  native  country 
in  September,  182S,  and  at  once  commenced  redeeming  the  promise 
of  his  youthful  genius.  Of  all  the  numerous  productions  of  his 
pencil,  the  five  noble  portraits  now  adorning  our  Hall,  will  ever 
render  his  name  indii^solubly  connected  with  our  Society.  Two  of 
them  are  originals — those  of  Wa-pe-she-ka,  or  the  Prophet^  and 
Blaok  HawVs  son  Na-shka  kusk,  both  painted  from  life  in  1888, 
and  never  copied.  That  of  Black  FIawk  is  a  perfect  copy  of  the 
original  which  he  painted  at  the  same  time,  but  the  copy  is  an  im- 
proved picture.  In  a  letter  ad'iressi-d  to  onr  Society,  Sully  him- 
self happily  remarks,  that  "there  is  in  the  ongmal  portrait  of 
of  the  PiiOPUEP,  a  peculiar,  indei»cribable,  devilish  expression — tk 
something  that  you  cannot  explain,  that  I  hit  exactly  in  the  origin- 
al, and  might  not  hit  ai;a*n  so  perfectly  in«any  copy.  It  might  be 
a  fac  simile,  and  yet  not;  retain  that  ^somethhtg^  which  has  been  a 
subject  of  remark  by  all  who  have  seen  it."  Sullt  spent  nearly 
six  weeks  at  Fortress  Monroe,  OhI  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  with 
Black  Uawk  and  his  companions,  studying  their  characters  and 
sketohiug  their  features.  The  officer^}  at  the  furt,  Gen.  Dooos  uid 
other  pioneers  of  thii>  Sra'^e,  unite  in  testifying  to  the  life  like  ex- 
pression and  accuracy  ot  the  likenesses.  The  portraits  of  these 
remarkable  Indians,  whose  names  are  so  closely  identified  with 
the  early  history  and  border  warfare  of  our  Srate,  will  ever  pos- 
aees  an  enduring  interest  to  the  citizens  of  Wisconsin. 

The  other  Sullt  portra'ts  in  onr  collection  are  more  national  in 
thAhr  character — those  of  PooAuoHTAi '  and  Chief  Justice 
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nrALL.  The  beantifal  Pooahomtas  appears  to  us  as  the  guaiv- 
dian  angel  who  twice  Baved  the  infant  Colony  of  Virginia  froo^ 
destrdction,  by  her  almost  sQperhumaa  heroism  and  devotion,  and 
under  circumstances  of  singular  peril  and  romance.  This  floe 
painting  is  a  copy  of  a  copy  of  an  ancient  original,  which  was 
long  preserved  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Rolfu,  the  hnsband  of  Poga« 
HONTAS,  in  Warwickshire,  England,  until  about  1772,  when  it 
was  sent  over,  together  with  RoLKi£*s  portrait,  as  a  present  to  the 
late  Ryland  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
Indian  princess.  The  tooth  <>f  time  had  bo  gnawed  tliis  ancient 
relic,  that  it  crumbled  to  pieces  soon  after  Sully  copied  it,  which 
was  in  1830.  The  copy,  however,  banginc;  upon  our  wall,  is  some- 
what idealized,  yet  preserving  a  faith! ul  trant^criptot  her  features, 
with  her  costume  Indianized,  iuid  a  wreath  of  the  beautiful  wild 
flowers  of  Virginia  embroidered  in  horhair,  as  represente  I  by  the 
ancient  Virginia  historian  Bevkrlt.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  the  remaining  Sully  picture,  that  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
the  soldier,  statesman,  jurist  and  historian.  Ho  was  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  republic,  and  prior  to  his  d«:;ath  in  1836,  he  sat  to 
Bully,  and  ours  is  a  copy  of  that  picture ;  and  this  copy  Sully 
declared  to  be  the  best  portrait  ho  ever  executed. 

Mr.  Sully  had  resolved,  as  you  all  know  full  well,  to  migrate 
to  Wisconsin,  and  make  our  town  his  future  homo.  Everything 
our  Society  could  do,  was  done  to  encourage  his  cpming ;  and  not 
a  few  of  our  pioneers  and  public  nien  were  waiting  his  arrival,  to 
sit  to  him  for  their  portraits  for  our  Picture  Gallery.  We  all  fondly 
hoped  to  grasp  the  hand  of  the  accomplished  artist,  whose  genias 
and  success  in  fine  painting  had  given  him  a  place  in  all  our  hearts. 
"Man  proposes,  but  God  disposes."  He  left  Richmond  for  this 
place,  with  boujant  hopes  and' high  anticipations,  on  the  16th  of 
'October  last,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Buffalo,  where  he  was  ar- 
rested by  a  fatal  disease,  at  a  hotel  where  he  stopped,  and  was 
removed  by  the  advice  of  his  physician  to  a  hospital,  fur  the  uA- 
Tantsge  of  more  oonstknt  mediioal  Sittendance,  and  more  assidupos 
•joaniugt    Bixt  «U  to  Mpiusgqfi^   .^^  lingered  till  the  S8<h,  wi^ 
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ke  breathed  his  laet,  and  his  body  was  interred  in  the  eemeWf]^ 
of  the  institation ;  and  has  rioce  been  removed  by  his  relatives 
to  Biobmond,  and  bnried  by  the  side  of  the  mouldering  relies  ef 
his  mother.  It  is  fit,  in  the  langaage  of  the  Richmond  Enquirenty 
that  the  citizens  of  Bichmond  should  ^'pay  some  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  man  whose  talents  have  done  honor  to  their  eii|f 
and  state." 

Since  it  was  the  misfortune  of  ns  all  not  to  have  personalty 
known  Mr.  Sully,  I  can  only  say,  that  he  has  been  represented 
by  those  who  best  knew  him,  to  have  possessed  many  of  tbe 
finest  traits  that  adorn  the  human  character.  '^  We  knew  the  de- 
ceased," says  the  editor  of  the  Bichmond  Enquirer^  ^'  somewhat 
familiarly  for  some  years,  during  his  residence  in  our  city,  and 
whilst  we  admired  his  brilliint  talents  as  an  artist,  we  coald  not 
help  warmly  esteeming  some  of  his  most  amiable  qualities  as  a 
man.  Unhappily,  however,  neither  his  fortune  nor  his  fame  was 
at  all  equal  to  his  merits,  and  he  lived,  as  it  were,  under  a  cloud, 
and  oppressed  by  adverse  circumstances  which  he  could  not  con- 
trol. He  bore  up,  however,  against  thern  with  a  manly  fortitude 
which  won  our  respect."  It  was  in  making  a  noble  effort  to  come 
to  Wisconsin'to  retrieve  his  f^^rtune,  and  add  to  his  fame  and  use- 
fulness, that  he  sickened  by  tbe  way,  and  passed  to  the  tomb — 
thus  blasting  his  own  and  our  fondest  aiyiicipations. 

I  have  endeavored,  in  a  brief  and  faithful  manner,  to  trace  Mr. 
SmjLT^s  career  and  characteristics,  as  due  to  his  worth  and  memo* 
rji  and  especially  as  he  had  d'»ne  so  much,  and  that  so  well,  in 
-aiding  to  found  the  Picture  Gallery  of  our  Society,  and  by  his 
name  and  influence  had  added  to  the  reputation  of  our  institution 
at  home  and  abroad.  In  acquainting  ourselves  with  his  history, 
and  his  early  struggles  and  success  in  fitting  hitnseH  for  his  noble 
.profession,  we  cannot  but  admire  his  genius,  deplore  his  loss,  and 
place  a  higher  estimate  upon  the  value  of  his  paintings  which  it 
IS  the  good  fortune  of  oar  Society  to  possess. 

'  Sully  evinced,  in  an  unuiual  degree,  the  spirit  of  the  true  an- 
tiquarian.   Even  when  in  lion<i6n^  in  his  visits  to  the  Tower,  fie 
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diflcovered,  by  meaDS  of  eome  ancient  fire-arms,  the  peenliir 
^meaning  of  certain  paa^agea  in  the  primitiye  history  of  Virginia, 
which  had  hitherto  been  regarded  as  vague  and  obscure.  He 
•loved  to  visit  scones  rendered  sacred  from  tfielr  historic  associa- 
tions, and  to  decipher,  like  another  Old  iMortalitj,  the  moss  coT- 
0red  and  half  obliterated  inscriptions  on  tomb-stoues  in  ancient 
grave  yards  ;  and  he  delighted,  as  in  the  ca^o  of  the  liiieness  of 
Pocahontas  and  others,  to  preserve  for  history  and  future  useful- 
ness, truthful  representations  of  such  characters  as  have  rendered 
themselves  conspicuous  by  tlieir  labors  of  love,  or  deeds  of  noble 
daring.  We  had,  by  common  consent,  awaited  his  arrival,  to  ten- 
der him  the  place  in  our  Executive  Committee,  made  vacant  by 
the  death  of  the  lamented  Wright. 

He  had  devised  liberal  things  for  our  Society-  -to  sketch  and 
paint  the  battle  fitjlds  of  our  Black  Hawk  war,  and  portraits  of 
our  noble  and  fast  fading  band  of  pioneers.  Ho  hud  also  copied 
a  fine  sketch  of  Osokola,  which  he  proposed  enlarging  into  a  por- 
trait of  that  unfortunate  Seminole  chief,  as  an  addition  to  our  gal- 
lery ;  and  he  had  visited  the  ruins  of  Jamestown,  and  sketched 
that  hallowed  spot,  made  memorable  by  Pocahontas  and  Cap- 
tain John  Smith  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and 
which  he  designed  putting  upon  canvass  for  the  further  adorn- 
ment of  our  hall,  already  so  richly  embellished  by  tho  beautiful 
creations  uf  his  genius.  But  Sully  is  gone — these  hopes  and  de- 
signs all  frustrated ;  and  in  lamenting  the  loss  we  have  sustained 
— we  can  not  repress  the  anxious  inquiry — upon  who'n  will  his 
mantle  fdll?  who  can  W(»rthi)y  fill  the  place  his  untimely  death 
has  made  vacant? 

It  was  moved  by  Hon.  J.  P.  Atwood,  seconded  by  Ex  Gover- 
nor Farweix,  that  a  copy  ol  Mr.  Draper's  address  bo  filed  in  the 
archives  of  tho  Society. 

Messrs.  Judge  Atwood,  Whitb  and  Dbaprb  were  appointed  a 
commiitee  to  report  suitable  resolutions,  who  through  Mr.  Wnm 
submitted  the  following — whioh  were  unanimously  adopted : 
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Seaohedj  'That  in  the  death  af  Robbbt  M.  Sully,  we  feel  that 
our  Society  has  met  with  an  irreparable  loss,  and  we  deplore  the 
•ad  event  which  has  deprived  our  State  of  an  artist  of  high  merit| 
and  our  Society  of  one  of  its  truest  friends. 

Resolved,  That^we  tender  his  relatives  our  sincere  condolence, 
and  that  a  copy  of  these  prooeediuga  be  transmitted  to  them ; 
and,  in  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  that  this  meeting 
do  now  adjourn  till  Thursday  evening  next. 
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AFPEHDDL  HO.  5. 


EARLY  HISTORY  AND  CONDinON  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Annual  Address  delivered  before  the  State  Historical  Societj^ 
in  the  Senate  Hall,  by  Hon.  Henry  S.  Baird,  of  Green  Bay,  on 
the  3()th  January,  1856,  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  Society: 

Mr.  Presidknt: — The  eventful  changes  and  vicissitudes  constant- 
ly occurring  in  the  history  of  nations  an  1  individuals,  admooish 
ns  to  note  carefully  every  thing  of  moment  connected  with  our 
own  generation  ;  to  look  forward  to  that  period  when  the  present 
shall  have  passed  into  futurity — when  the  forms  of  government^ 
and  existing  institutions,  both  civil  and  political,  shall  have 
changed — and  when  those  who  are  now  the  busy  acU^rs  in  the 
grand  drama  of  life,  shall  have  given  place  to  those  who  are  des- 
tined to  succeed  them.  Then  nothing  will  remain  to  commemo- 
rate the  events  of  our  time  but  the  page  of  History,  or  the  imperfect 
recollections  of  our  descendants. 

It  is  the  design  of  History  faithfally  and  truly  to  record  erenta 
worthy  of  notice,  in  the  rise,  progress  and  decline  of  nations; 
also  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  virtues  and  noble  deeds.of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  perfections  in  the  several  forms  of  government| 
as  examples  worthy  ^f  imitation  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  point 
out  the  vices,  errors  or  imperfections  to  be  avoided.  To  rely  solely 
on  tradition  for  a  knowledge  of  preceding  generations,  wonld  in- 
evitably  involve  the  past  in  uncertainty  and  obscnrity.  As  it  is 
the  province  and  design  of  History  to  preserve  and  perpetntli 
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events,  so  is  it  equally  the  daty  of  man  faithfallj  to  record,  and 
leave  to  his  successors  an  account  of  the  transactions  and  occur- 

■ 

rences  of  his  own  generation. 

The  historian  is  often  misled  by  misstatements  or  prejudices,  and 
oftentimes  fiads  himself  at  a  loss  for  reliable  materials  from  which 
to  prepare  a  correct  history/  The  formation  of  Historical  Societies 
is  com  parati^ely  of  but  recent  origin,  Sach  institntious  may  have 
existed  for  a  long  period,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  in  some  of 
the  older  countries  in  Europe.  Still  their  usefulness  and  value 
are,  as  yet,  scarcely  appreciated  as  they  deserve.  Their  object  ia 
not  only  to  collect  information  as  to  existing  iostitutions,  and  the 
present  state  of  social  and  political  society,  but  to  rescue  from 
oblivion  the  events  of  past  ages;  to  delineate  the  character  and* 
habits  of  the  people  of  past  generatious ;  to  record  whatever  was 
peculiar  in  their  forms  of  gavernment,  their  social  and  iiational 
habits,  their  virtues  or  their  vices,  and  transmit  the  whole  to  those 
who  may  succeed  them. 

The  State  Historioal  Society  of  Wisconsin  is  yet  in  its  infancy. 
It  has  been  in  existence  but  seven  years.  For  the  first  fonr  or  five' 
years  after  its  foi  mation,  but  little  more  was  accomplished  than  to 
organize  it,  and  hold  an  annual  ineetingfor  the  election  of  officers. 
A  degree  of  ai)athy  seemed  to  exist,  which  greatly  retarded  its 
prosperity,  and  limited  its  usefulness.  But  it  is  highly  gratifying 
to  know,  that  such  is  no  longer  the  case.  Your  Society ^is  con- 
stantly receiving  valuable  contributions,  the  number  of  its  niem- 
bert  steadily  increasing,  and  its  early  establishment  will  doubtless 
secure  and  perpetuate  many  interesting  metuorials  of  the  ''olden 
time,"  which  otherwise  would  bo  lost  or  forgotten.  Let  ub  hope 
that  its  usefulness  will  bo  duly  appreciated  ;  that  the  be&t  men  of 
onr  country  will  not  oiJy  give  it  theircountenance,  but  contribute 
freely  their  aid  and  exertions  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  noble 
objects  it  has  in  view ;  and  may  its  annual  gatherings,  in  all  time 
^  come,  be  attended,  as  od  the  present  occasion,  by  the  intelligent 
mtuens,  and  high  functionaries  of  the  State. 

10  * 
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On  an  occasion  like  this,  it  may  by  some  be  expected,  that 
some  allusion  will  be  made  to  the  hi8tt»ry  of  the  State  in  which 
the  Society  is  located.  To  attempt  anything  like  a  connected  his- 
tory in  an  Annual  Addre-^s,  even  in  ret'e  ence  to  so  young  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C'ntederacy  as  Wisconsin,  would  be  preposterous. — 
Still  much  may  be  said  relating  to  particular  periods  or  occar- 
rences  in  that  history,  worthy  of  being  preserved,  and  wiiich 
may  prove  interesting  to  the  audience  I  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress. 

The  rise,  progress  and  prosperity  of  this  Republic,  are  unparal- 
lelled  in  the  annals  of  nations.  Within  little  more  tb an  half  a 
century,  ana  in  a  period  of  time  scarcely  equal  to  that  allotted  to 
the  ordinary  life  of  man,  the  United  States  have  emerged  from 
a  state  of  vassalage  and  dependence — defied  and  rejected  the 
master  tliat  controlled  and  governed  her,  declared  herself  free 
and  independent,  and  now  forms,' within  her  awn  limits,  a  con* 
stellation  of  States,  each  of  which  is  equal  in  power  and  resources 
to  many  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  old  world.  To  trace  the  history 
and  progress  of  the  several  States  comprising  this  Uni'>n,  would 
be  interesting.  For  although  the  period  of  their  existence  is 
brief,  vet  it  is  ro|>lete  with  events  of  most  thrilling  interest*  In 
this  respect,  Wisconsin  occupies  a  position  surpassed  by  no  other 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  true,  much  of 'her  history  is  involved 
in  obscurity,  and  it  is  in  some  degree  blended  with  that  of 
other  §tatc3  which  are  parts  of  what  was  formerly  termed  the 
North  West  Teiritory^  and  out  of  which  have  been  formed  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

The  early  history  of  this  region  can  only  be  gathered  from  the 
traditionary  accounts  given  by  the  oldest  inhabitants,  and  the  ex- 
aggerated published  journals  and  narratives  of  the  early  mission- 
aries and  tther  explorers  of  these  then  wild  ftnd  inhospitable 
regions.  This  portion  of  the  history  of  Wisconsin  has  been  writ- 
ten by  an  abler  hand  than  mine.  The  yolumes  lately  compiled  bj 
the  venerable  historian  of  the  State,  have  done  full  justice  to  the 
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•nbjeot,  and  are  nndonbtedlj  as  full  and  correct  a  bistorj  of  tha^ 
period,  as  ample  knowledge,  indnstrj  and  rc^oarcb  could  make 
them. 

In  recnrring  to  the  early  history  of  the  country,  we  are  natnr- 
ally  led  to  inquire — By  whom  was  it  first  explored,  and  what  mo- 
tives prompted  its  exploration  and  occupation  ?  And  hero,  I  would 
observe,  that  posterity  has  scarcely  yqt  done  justice  to  the  char- 
acter and  merits  of  those  who  first  entered  upon  this  hazardooi 
enterprise.  Coltjmbus,  after  repeated  rebuffs  and  disappointments, 
at  length,  by  indomitable  courage  and  perseverance,  succeeded  in 
discovering  a  new  world.  That  success  excited  the  envy  and 
hostility  of  the  great  and  powerful.  During  Lis  lite  time  he  suf- 
fered injustice  at  t^e  hands  of  bis  sovereign,  and  failed  to  receive 
the  reward  he  so  nobly  won,  and  so  richly  deserved.  It  was  re- 
served for  posterity  to  do  full  justice  to  his  merits.  His  monu- 
ment is  no  less  than  this  vast  Continent,  peopled  by  millions  of 
freemen,  who  acknowledge  him  as  the  discoverer  of  America. 
The  principal  motive  which  influenced  him  in  undertaking  his 
great  voyage  of  discovery,  was  probably  that  of  ambition,  and 
the  desire  to  give  his  name  to  the  new  and  hitherto  undiscovered 
country. 

But  how  different  the  motives  of  those  who  first  entered  the 
path  for  the  exploration  of  the  distant  wilds  of  Wisconsin  !  They 
were  the  poor  but  devoted  missionaries,  who  could  gain  nothing 
by  their  discoveries ;  men,  who  not  only  professed  to  have  at 
heart  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  Indians,  but  by  every  ac- 
tion of  their  lives,  proved  the  disinterestedness  and  purity 
of  their  intentions.  Whatever  opinion  some  may  entertain  of  the 
efforts  of  modern  philanthropists  to  ameliorate  the  condition,  and 
improve  the  morals,  of  the  natives,  none  should  withhold  from  the 
early  missionaries  and  reverend  fathers,  the  meed  of  praise  for 
their  zeal  and  devotion  in  their  attempts  to  civilize  the  Red  Man, 
and  better  his  moral  and  social  condition.  The  kindness  and 
friendship  with  which  these  efforts  were  received  by  the  IudianS| 
Aod  the  sincere  and  enduring  ties  of  good  will  which  so  long  Bubsi»- 
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ted  betvreen  the  French  and  the  Natiree,  show  conclnsirely  thattHe 
early  vrnts  of  the  missionaries,  were  missioDS  of  peace  and  friendl- 
ship.  To  the  efforts  of  these  primitive  pioneers,  devoted  and  pioiti 
men,  do  we  owe  the  first  settlement  of  this  country ;  and  to  their 
jonrnals  and  narratives,  imperfect  thongh  they  be,  can  we  alone 
!have  recoarse  for  information  relative  to  their  early  expedition 
and  discoveries,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  at  that  remolt 

*  period. 

Ootemporaneous  with  the  arrival  of  the  Jesuits  in  this  region^ 
another  class  of  adventurers  visited,  and  eventually  became  iden- 
tified with  the  country.  I  allude  to  the  French  traders,  familiarly 
known  among  their  compeers  as  vnyageurs.  They  were  truly 
pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  and  are  ju-tly  entitled  to  share  with  the 
nii8si«»naries  the  reward  and  credit  of  bringing  the  country  into 
notice ;  opening  the  way  fur  the  introduction  of  civilization  and 
improvement,  and,  to  some  extent,  improving  the  condition  of  the 
natives,  and  subduing  their  savage  propensities.  This  class  of 
men  were  actuated  by  more  selfish  and  sordid  motives  than  tho€e 
which  governed  their  brethren  the  missionaries,  yet  their  charae- 
ter  and  disposition  bore  a  great  similarity  to  each  other.  All,  or 
nearly  all,  were  Frenchmen,  and  were  possessed,  in  common,  with 

•  that  urbanity  of  manner,  and  all  those  warm  and  friendly  traits 
so  chnracti*ri8tic  of  that  polite  but  volatile  nation.  And  experi- 
ence has  shown,  that  the  people  of  no  other  country  have  ever 
acquired  and  maintained,  during  their  interc<»ur8e  with  them,  the 

same  deurree  <»f  influence  over  the  Indian  tribes. 

^> 

Nor  have  any  other  people  ever  succeeded  in  prcpcrvingso  long 
and  enduring  peace  and  friendship.  This  result  was  probably 
owing  as  well  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  French  people,  as 
also  to  their  adaptation,  and  ready  conformity,  to  many  of  the 
cnston)8  and  habits  of  the  Aborigines.  Of  a  social  and  excitable 
temperament,  fmd  of  change,  and  unaccustomed  to  the  rt- 
straints  and  conventional  refinements  of  society,  they  foniid 
'it  an  easy  task  to  conform  readily  to  the  customs  and  modte 
of  life  peculiar  to  those  with  whom  they  came  to  reside.     TM7 
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ljly|dd|  to  some  extent,  as  the  lodians  did  ;  occupying  wig-warns^ 
<}r  rude  bouses  made  of  the  bark  of  tree-) ;  deiending  for  foodj^ 
daring  a  portion  of  the  jenr,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  chase,  or 
success  in  taking  fish,  which  abounded  in  the  numerous  lakes  afd 
streams  interspersed  throughout  the  North- West;  and  ihanj,more- 
OTer,  iutermarrjing  with  the  native  females,  and  raising  families, 
WHO  in  their  turn  became  permanent  residents  of  the  country. 

When  the  dominion  of  the  North  West  was  transferred  by  the 
French  to  the  English,  the  latter  failed,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  natives  and  secure  their  triendbhip. 
That  nation  never  acquired  the  confidence  of,  ons'aMished  a  per- 
manent friendship  with  the  Indian  tribe-,  liko  the  French.  The 
feelings  of  the  Indians  towards  the  French  seem  to  have  been  re- 
spect and  affection,  induced  by  kind  treatment,  and  fair  and 
equitable  traffiic ;  while  towards  the  English,  they  cherished  a 
secret  dislike,  only  subdued  and  smothered  becatuo  they  were  the 
weaker  party.  On  the  surrender  of  the  country  to  the  United 
States,  these  unfriendly  feelings  were  by  no  means  diminished| 
but  rather  increased;  which  but  too  often  showed  themselves  ia 
hostile  attacks,  and  the  murder  of  the  weak  and  unprotected. 

These  different  phases  of  feeling  manifested  by  the  Wisconsin 
fndian  tribes  towards  the  people  of  the  several  nations  who  suc- 
cessively became  the  occupants  of  tiieir  countrv,  may  be  easily 
accguuted  for.  The  French  came  as  friends,  and  not  as  task  mbs- 
ters.  They  opened  a  traffic  with  the  natives,  lucrative  to  the 
former,  and,  at  the  same  time,  brneficial  to  the  latter ;  supplying 
their  wants  in  exchange  for  tlieir  furs  and  peltries.  They  did  not 
attempt  to  take  forcible  possesi^ion  of  the  foii,  or  appropriate  it  to 
their  own  use.  They  cultivated  little  or  no  land,  and  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  game. 

(The  English  had  in  view,  not  only  this  rich  and  profitable  traf- 
tfi^  but  a  more  important  ulterior  object — tlie  acquisition  of  the 
^fn^iry^  and  its  aatire  su|;)jection  to  British  dominion.  This  sooot 
mauifested  itself  to  the  Indiana  by  tba  policy  adopted  by  tbi^ 
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l^Iish  government^  and  the  trbitrary  acts  of  her  govemon  and 
military  commandants.  And  when  we  add  to  these  canses  of 
d\^like  and  alienation,  the  recollection  that  for  many  years  a  san- 
guinary war  had  been  waged  between  France  and  England  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  gaining  ascendency  in,  and  exercising  ez- 
clnsive  sovereignty  over,  this  very  country — the  hirth-riff/U  of  ths 
natives^  it  is  riot  wonderful  that  the  latter  should  favor  the  people 
whom  they  viewed  as  friends,  and  take  sides  against  the  English, 
whom  they  l.ad  always  considered  as  their  worst  enemies.  During 
the  period  of  English  sovereignty  over  the  country,  this  state  of 
things  scarcely  changed.  That  period  was  marked  by  constant 
outbreaks,  and  frequent  sanguinary  conflicts  between  the  whitea 
and  Indians. 

At  the  termination  of  the  American  Eevolution,  the  whole  ex* 
tent  of  territory  lyir^g  between  the  Canadas,  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
the  Mississippi,  was  to  have  been  surrendered  to  the  new  Republic 
The  formal  surrender,  however,  was  delayed  on  various  pretexts 
by  the  English  government ;  and  many  of  the  fort-?,  trading  posts 
and  settlements  were  with  held  for  severnl  years  after  the  time 
stipulated  for  their  delivery  ;  and  we  can  well  imagine,  that  during 
this  period,  no  pains  were  spared  by  the  emissaries  of  the  English, 
to  keep  alive  the  jeaUiis  feelings  of  the  Indians,  and  incite  them 
to  hostilities  with  those  whom  they  believed  had  come  to  expel 
them  from  their  country,  and  destroy  and  exterminate  them  as  a 
people.  The  English  differed  from  the  French  in  many  partica- 
lars,  but  especially  in  their  taciturn  dispositions  and  unsocial  hab- 
its. Tiie  character  of  the  Americans  was  still  more  marked,  and 
in  many  respects  obnoxious  to  the  Indians.  They  came  as  con- 
querors, and  assumed  the  government  of  a  country  and  peopid 
originally  free  and  independent.  They  asserted  that  the  country 
was  theirs  by  conquest,  and  that  the  natives  were  but  tenants  at 
sufferance.  They  assumed  the  right  to  fell^the  forest,  till  theeoil| 
and  destroy  the  game,  the  sole  dependence  of  the  people  who  in- 
herited this  beautiful  region — the  gift  of  the  Great  Spirit  whott 
tiiey  worshipped  and  adored. 
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Is  it  sarprisiog  then,  that  this  i#t)ple  should  have  entertained 
hostile  feelings,  and  waged  war  against  the  intruders?     Before 
dismissing  this  part  of  Wiscofisin  history,  let  us  for  a  moment 
pause.     Let  us  sympathise  with  a  race  who  have  been  most  deep- 
ly, most  irretrievably  wronged.     When  this  fair  land  was  first  in- 
vaded, and  takin  po>se88ion  of  by  the  whites,  it  was  as  the  God 
of  Narnre  had  formed  it;  abounding  in  every  thing  to  make  It 
desirable  for  the  residence   and  support  of   man  in  a  state  of 
primitive    simplicity,    and    peopled    by    numerous     aboriginal 
tribes.     Unacquainted  with  the  wants,  luxuries  and  refinements 
of  eivilizat'on,  and  free  fiom  the  vices  and  crimes  of  modern  so- 
ciety, they  lived  a  contented  and  happy  people.     The  French  and 
English  found  the  country  inhabited  by  the  Sauks,  Foxes,  Winne- 
bagoee,  Chippewas,  Pottawattamies,  Otfawas,  Menomonees  and 
other  powerful  tribes  which  have  now  become  extinct, and  whose " 
names  even  are  forgotten.    Those  tiibee,  numbering  many  thou- 
sands, occupied   the  country  now  embraced  within  the  present 
States  of  IlUuoiK,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  the  tenitory  of 
Minnesota.     But  where  are  they  vowi    While  some  of  these  war- 
like and  noble  tribes  are  entirely  extinct,  others  bear  but  a  faint  re- 
semblance of  their  loriner  greatruss  ;  a  few  miterableand  pqualid 
families  make   up   the   sole   remnant  of  their  once  formidable 
bafuds. 

It  18  the  common  practice  of  the  white  man  to  charge  cruelty 
and  duplicity  upon  the  Indian.  If  he  is  cruel,  who  has  made  him 
sol  If  he  is  guilty  of  duplicity,  who  has  taught  him  the  lesson? 
We  are  too  apt  to  charge  upon  this  wrcmged  and  persecuted  peo- 
ple the  commission  of  unprovokid  crinjcs,  and  tiie  perpetration 
of  cruel  wrongs,  with<tut  justificatitm  or  excuse;  and  this  is 
especially  the  case  amongst  Afnerican  frontiersmen  who  may 
have  suffered  at  their  hands.  But  when  we  compare  the  present 
condition  of  these  people  with  that  when  first  discovered  by  the 
whites,  their  suffeiings  muht  go  far  to  mitigate,  if  not  justify,  their 
Bangainary  warfare.  At  that  period,  they  were  truly  the  lardi 
of  ikt  ioU — sole  aud  uadiaputed  owners  of  the  rich  tnd  lovely 
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conntrj  they  occupied,  surrounded  by  the  abundant  gifts  of  na- 
ture, sufficient  for  the  supply  W  every  want,  and  unaccountable 
to  any  master,  sare  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe.    Thus 
they  passed  their  lives  in  happy  simplicity  and  contentment,  little 
dreaming  ^f   the  disastrous  future   that    awaited  them.     The 
first   white   men  who   visited  these   tribes  were  received   with 
friendship,    :t::rl   entertaiiiod    with    hospitality.      But,    alas!    it 
was  but  a  brief  space  before  this  kind  reception  met  with  an  un- 
grateful return.     Soon  were  tliese  children  of  nature  to  be  driven 
from  the   furests   and   prairies,    through    and   over   which  ihey 
had  been  accu8torr;ed  to  roam  unmolested  and  uncontrolled ;  to 
be  exi)elled  from  their  beautiful  villages  where  their  ancestors 
were  born  ;  from  the  hunting  grounds  which  for  eo  many  genera- 
tions bad  supplied  tliem  WMth  game— yea,  even  denied  the  last 
consolation  of  decaying  nature,  that  of  mingling  their  ashes  with 
the  dust  of  their  kindred.     Why  then  should  Wo  express  any 
wonder  that  the  untutored  and  injured  Indian,  goaded  on  by  such 
harrowing  recollections,  should   feel   resentment,   and    seek  to 
avenge  himself  on  those  who  have  wrought  this  crushing  misery  I 
To  feel  and  act  otherwise,  would  rather  evince  a  want  of  the  no- 
blest and  holiest  feelirtgs  of  our  nature — filial  attachment,  and  a 
love  of  our  homes  and  firesides.     Comj)ared  with  nations  of  an- 
tiquity, who  were  clas.^ed  as  refined  and  civilized,  the  North 
American  Indians  would  lose  nothing  in  the  scale  of  humanity. 
Many  of  the  battles  of  the  ancients  were  equally  sanguinary,  and 
blackened  by  deeds  as  cruel  and  cold-blooded  in  their  character. 
Even  among  our  own  people,  acts  of  atrocity  have  been  commit- 
ted on  the  Indian,  revolting  to  humanity,  and  contrary  to  e?ery 
principle  of  honorable  warfare. 

There  is  much  that  is  noble  and  elevating  in  the  character  of 
the  Indian  yet  left  to  him.  But  how  dififerent  is  the  present  from 
his  original  character.  When  first  visited  by,  Europeans,  he 
walked  erect,  with  the  proud  and  haughty  bearing  of  one  con- 
Boious  of  his  independence,  and  freedom  from  restraint;  yet  with 
all  this  feeling,  he  would  extend  the  hand  of  friendshipi  and  w* 
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tertain  the  stranger  with  kindness  fend  hospitality.  And  what  has 
been  the  retnm  for  all  this?  The  answer  is  fonnd  in  the  sqnalld 
appearance  of  a  few  miserable  beings  who  yet  linger  in  portions 
of  our  State  ;  reduced  by  the  introduction  of  the  low  and  wasting 
vices  of  the  whites,  and  the  more  dire  effects  of  spirituous  liqnora, 
be  stalks  our  streets  a  living  evidence  of  what  he  is^  contradistin- 
guished from  wJiat  Jie  once  was — an  enduring  reproach  upon  the 
white  man  for  the  debased  creature  he  has  made  hitn.  The  nar 
ture  of  the  Indian  is  to  avenge  injury  or  wrong,  but  he  is  always 
susceptible  of  friendship,  and  grateful  for  kindness  shewn  him. 
To  partake  of  his  hospitality  is  sure  to  secure  protection  and 
safety. 

Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  policy  adopted  by  ©ur  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  this  suffering  people.  Some  public  functiona- 
ries have,  at  different  times,  lauded  the  Government  for  its  just 
a/nd  parental  care  and  protection  of  this  persecuted  race.  Jus- 
tioe  to  the  Indians  !  After  robbing  them  of  their  possessions  ; 
forcibly  expelling  them  from  their  homes  and  their  country ;  and 
by  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  and  low  vices  of  civilized 
man,  degrading  them  from  their  once  proud  and  noble  bearing  to 
the  lowest  and  most  abject  condition  ;  then  the  General  Govern- 
ment does  them  justice^  and  exercises  parental  care  over  them,  by 
doling  out  a  pitiful  annuity  of  a  few  blankets  to  cover  their  naked 
limbs,  and  a  scanty  supply  of  provisions  to  keep  their  famishing 
women  and  children  from  utter  starvation.  It  would  be  more 
magnanimous  for  the  white  man  candidly  to  acknowledge  the 
wrongs  committed,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  to  atone  for 
them  by  exertions  to  ameliorate  the  hard  fate  of  the  sufferers. 

But  their  destiny  is  written.  As  the  white  man  advances,  they 
recede — even  the  stupendous  and  almost  inaccessible  ramparts  of 
the  Kocky  Mountains  cannot  stay  the  advance  of  the  enterprising 
American.  Already  has  the  Bed  Man  fled  beyond  what  he  once 
believed  to  be  the  utmost  boundary  of  civilization,  and  yet  he  is 
pvaaed.  His  relentless  foe  is  still  close  upon  his  retreating  foot- 
11 
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BtepB,  leaving  no  hope  to  him  but  that  of  finding  a  peacefol  grave 
--^  last  resting  place  from  his  porsaer — ^beneath  the  rolling  biU 
lowB  of  the  Pacific. 

If  we  cannot  do  jastice  to  the  Indian  by  restoring  him  to  his 
oomitrj)  and  re-uniting  him  with  his  scattered  race,  let  qb  at 
least  do  jaBtice  to  hiB  character.  lu  onr  prejudice,  let  as  notloee 
sight  of  his  many  noble  and  redeeming  traits.  Many  of  the  earlj 
settlers  of  Wisconsin  have  experienced  from  the  Indians  nnmer- 
oub  instances  of  friendship  and  hospitality ;  and  not  a  few  were 
indebted  to  individuals  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  for  the  pres- 
ervation  of  their  lives  and  liberty  during  the  war  of  1812. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  as  also  by  Jay's  Treaty  of  1795, 
it  was  stipulated  by  the  English  Government,  that  the  North- 
western territory,  with  its  forts,  trading  posts  and  dependencieS| 
should  be  surrendered  and  transferred  to  the  United  States ;  but 
as  already  remarked,  the  surrender  of  the  posts  and  evacuation  of 
the  country,  by  the  English,  were  long  delayed.  Although  the 
United  States  exercised  nominal  jurisdiction  over  parts  of  the 
territory  previous  to  the  warot  1812,  yet  this  exercise  of  au- 
thority was  barely  in  name.  During  the  war,  nearly  all  of  this 
part  of  the  North  West  was  in  possession  of  the  Britibh,  and  the 
few  Americans  who  resided  here  were  subject  to  their  authority. 
It  was  not  until  1816,  that  that  portion  of  the  territory  comprising 
Wisconsin  became  really  a  portion  of  the  United  States. 

All  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  North  West  between 
the  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  Potta- 
wattamies  and  a  part  of  the  Ottawas^,  were  hostile  to  the  States ; 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  English,  and  during  the  contest  waged 


•  Thert  would  appear  to  be  eome  miitake  in  thla  itattmeni.  When  CoL  Robibt  Dioksoit  eolteetei 
»kif«  Indian  foree  under  the  Britiah  flag  at  OrMnB^  in  th«  iommer  of  181^  the  PottswatluriM  «A 
OttBWU  fonned  a  part ;  and  in  Angnit  of  that  j«ar,  a  large  band  of  Pottawattamiee,  under  their  chla^ 
Blaok  Bnu>,  eommitted  the  memorable  maeeaerv  at  Ohieago  ;  and  the  Pottawattamiee  aleo  figoni 
ireniMntlj  at  TIppeeanoev  Brownitewa,  Bbr«  Bdrfn,  Fort  Meig%  SaadaalEj  aod  the  ThiaiH.  liit 
M«Qo«BOBoea  aa  a  natiooj  it  ia  beliera<^  were  mais^  controlled  bj  their  able  ehief  Toiufl,  who  oMi  id| 
hla  gmt  liilnence  to  preraJl  nponhia  people  to  leoiaiB  atgtcal   and  bat  a  few  of  the  yonng  wanlaiii 
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war  against  the  Americans.  The  Pottawattamies  and  OttawM, 
alihoagh  friendly,  remained  neutral.  By  the  terms  of  Jaj's 
treaty,  all  the  inhabitants  of  whatever  nation,  then  residents  of 
the  country,  were  protected  in  the  possession  of  their  property^ 
with  the  right  to  remain,  or,  at  their  option,  withdraw  with  their 
effects  from  the  country,  and  one  year  was  allowed  them  to  make 
their  election.  All  who  did  not  withdraw  within  that  period  wem 
deemed  American  citizens,  allowed  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship,  and  to  be  under  the  protection  of  our  Government 
But  few  of  the  settlers  left  the  country.  Those  who  remained 
virtually  became  American  citizens  ;  but  we  find  that  nearly  all 
the  French  and  IngUsh  of  this  class,  ^ere  subsequently  found  in 
the  ranks  of  our  enemies.  Several  bore  commissions  under  the 
King,  and,  with  their  Indian  allies,  assisted  in  taking  Mackinaw 
and  other  places,  during  the  war  of  1812-'15.  Daring  that  con- 
test, the  few  Americans  that  resided  at  Green  Bay,  Mackinaw, 
Ohicago,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  British, 
and  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  Some  were  taken 
prisoners  and  convoyed  to  Detroit;  some  made  captive  by  the 
Indians,  and  others  fell  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife.  The 
cruelties  practised  upoa  the  whites  have  been  generally  and  in- 
discriminately charged  upon  the  Indians,  when  in  truth  they  were 
instigated  to  the  commission  of  such  deeds  by  white  men,  the 
officers  or  emissaries  of  the  English.  Perhaps  some  of  the  most 
diabolical  acts  were  committed  by  the  white  fiends  themselves ; 
for  instances  were  not  rare,  when  white  men  or  their  descendants 
were  found  wearing  the  garb  and  wielding  the  weapons  of  the 
red  men,  the  better  to  conceal  themselves  from  the  Americans. 

At  the  termination  of  the  war,  formal  possession  was  taken  by 
the  American  troops  of  the  North  West  The  first  American 
Tessel,  laden  with  troops  and  military  supplies,  entered  Green 
Bay,  and  finally  anchored  in  Fox  Biver,  opposite  where  Fort 
Howard  was  soon  after  established,  in  August  or  September,  181flL 
They  were  piloted  from  Mackinaw  by  two  old  citizens  of  Brown 
ocmnty— AuouBHEr  GbDOvoEr  and  Staioslatjs  OHAfpnr,  the  former 
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of  whom  is  still  living.  Tliev  wore  traders  and  residents  of  Green 
Bay,  but  then  at  Mackinaw,  on  th-oir  annual  visit  to  sell  their  pel- 
tries, and  obtain  supplies  fur  the  trade  of  the  ensuing  winter. 
They  were  applied  to  by  Ool.  CiiAMr^icRS,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  American  detachment,  to  pilot  tlie  ye5"=els;  but  as  they  had 
their  own  boats  and  men  tlioro,  t]u\v  declined,  as  it  would  bo  a 
sacrifice  of  time,  and  be  attendi-^J.  with  risk  in  reaching  their  re- 
mote wintcrinir  irronnds,  ov  tradinif;  r>o?ts,  bjfore  the  commence- 
xnent  of  winter.  Rut  these  ohi-or'.iris  availed  nothing.  In  those 
days,  and  in  this  country,  tlie  v/ill  ^f  tiie  military  commandant 
was  the  law  «^f  the  liml.  Uavii-.L"  refused  to  ^ro  r<»lnntarilyj  they 
were  pressed  int.)  the  public  sorvii/e.  and  safely  j>iloted  the  ves- 
sels into  the  waters  of  Fox  Kivor. 

From  181C  to  J82-i,  a  period  of  eight  years,  aith'>ugh  Wiscon- 
fiin  and  a  part  of  Michigan  Tcrrir«»ry  were  ni>minally  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  TTiiii.?',  yet  but  little  of  parental  care 
was  bestowed  upoti  her  citizens  \\\  civil  life  bv  the  General  Gov- 
emment.  The  rule  that  bore  sway  was  essentially  military.  Jfo 
courts  wore  organized,  and  oflenders  against  the  laws  were  either 
sent  from  remote  parts  of  the  settlement  to  Detroit  for  trial,  or 
perhaps  more  usually  suftered  to  escape  punishment.  The  civil 
code  was  limited,  and  but  sparingly  administered.  But  the  mili- 
tary code,  such  as  it  was,  more  thar*  supplied  the  deficiencies  of 
the  civil.  While  this  state  of  things  continued,  it  occasionally 
happened  that  some  military  genius,  possessed  of  more  tinsel  than 
discretion,  became  the  commanding  officer,  and  to  mark  the  era 
of  bib  reign,  would  exercise  his  '*  little  brief  authority''  in  an  ar- 
bitrary manner,  and  thus  contrive  to  render  the  condition  of  the 
citizen  as  uncomfortable  as  possible.  Instances  of  high  handed 
oppression  and  injustice  were,  in  the  early  days  of  our  history, 
frequently  committed  by  some  military  martinet,  upon  the  per- 
sons, Jiberty  or  property  of  those  whom  they  were  sent  to  protect 
A  few'such  cases  were  witnessed  by  myself. 

It  happened  that  some  thirty  years  ago,  a  gentleman  still  living 
In  this  State,  being  then  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  near  Green 
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Bay,  became  obnoxious  to  a  Government  agent  who  bad  tbe  au- 
tbority  to  grant  licenses  to  the  traders.  On  applying  for  a  licenBe^ 
as  usual,  tbe  trader  was  refused,  on  tbe  alleged  ground,  tbat  he 
bad  on  some  former  occasion^  violated  tbe  laws  of  trade  and  in* 
tercourse  witb  tbe  Indians.  Tbe  trader  tberefore  hired  two  hxr 
dians  and  tbeir  canoes,  and  started  for  a  distant  agency,  intending 
there  to  obtain  bis  license,  and  return  for  bis  goods.  After  pro- 
ceeding some  miles,  the  trader  was  overtaken  by  another  canoe^ 
strongly  manned  and  armed,  having  on  board  tbe  United  States 
Indian  interpreter,  and  eight  or  nine  Indians.  The  interpreter 
stopped  the  trader,  and  ordered  him  to  go  on  board  of  the  armed 
canoe,  together  with  his  Indian  comrades.  This  he  refused  to  do, 
when  he  and  his  companions  were  seized,  and  forcibly  carried 
back  to  the  place  whence  they  started  a  few  hours  previously. 
They  were  all  landed  on  a  beach  near  the  Agency  House,  and  the 
trader  and  Indians  ordered  into  the  building.  The  trader  of 
course  refused  to  obey,  and  wont  bis  way  unmolested,  but  the 
poor,  innocent  Indians  fared  much  worse.  They  were  marched 
as  prisoners  to  tbe  garrison,  accompanied  by  tbe  interpreter,  with 
a  polite  note  from  the  agent,  requesting  the  commanding  officer 
to  give  each  a  dozen  la^/i^Sy  and  coniine  them  in  the  guard-bouse 
until  further  orders.  This  request  was  promptly  complied  witb, 
before  tbe  civil  authority  could  interpose  to  prevent  it.  I  need 
hardly  say,  tbat  great  excitement  prevailed,  and  nuich  indigna- 
tion was  manifested  at  this  cruel  and  arbitrary  exercise  of  unlaw- 
ful authority.  As  soon  as  a  writ  of  hahcas  corpus  could  be  ob- 
taiued.  the  poor  maltreated  Indians  were  releaped.'""  But  unable 
to  cemprebend  why  they  were  thus  punished,  they  fled  as  soon 


•TkoM  iMor  liijuroil  re<l  men  \v\\\^%  li.ivo  folt  vi.Ty  mu-  li  a-<  Ren  Jacli.  r  Ui'I  when  rcturniiii;  with  a 
gronp  of  liwy'Ts  from  n  ronrt  of  jii*ti.'i',  v.-horo  nnc  r.f  \aa  P'.'np«M  i'r'>t!:cr?«  'i;i'l  Ji:»t  hn'^n  rionlt-nccil  to 
inprUonnvfot  for  lifts  after  the  nlil  rliiff  h.vl  eioiaently  ari'l  ctiir^lily  y^L.'fid  that  tbo  bccii^hI  mfffbt  bv 
tried  aod  ji'iiilKhM  bv  luOian  Inw^  Ai.ii  u-tAgvt— t.r'.in,;  tJic  c:iil.l<  iwiti<."il  r(;]ir«t-i.n^Btiun  or  LiU-rt/  KvA 
Jnvtlce  cniMaz'MU'l  in  lartr?  G^nron  itri  1  rhurtictor!*  <\\\  thf  yl::n  of  a  iisiiitlnj:  unii*',  lli«"  ♦^M  ohfeitRin 
aliippv'I,  and  printing  to  tti9  apin*  of  Li'x>rt.v,aikrd  in  brnkon  En? llVu— •*  Wl.ai'-kim^caU  ?"  He  wai 
aaimrc'd,  **  Liiierty."  "  I'gh ! "  wm ihti  signilicaut  au'l  trulj  ali<>ri^inttl  ro<i)ioii»o.  Thiu  iKtiDtlng  to 
the  otlMr  Oipirp,  he  in'iulred— " /TRo*— /a'ai— caHJ^  "  Hi-  w.w  iiuswered,  JrfJTiCE— to  tvlildi,  with  a 
ktaiUiiff tre,  ba  iiuteitly  replt«^  bj  askings"  fr^km^fi^-Uve-Mm  r*  L.  0.  IK 
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M  ihej  were  set  at  liberty,  and  were  not  Been  at  the  place  of  their 
mdt^ng  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  Oivil  antiioritj  being  then 
tdHj  establohed,  (he  persons  who  so  grossly  violated  law,  and 
antraged  every  feeling  of  hnmanity,  were  immediately  arrested, 
and  required  to  give  bail  for  their  appearance  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint at  the  next  term  of  the  coort ;  but  before  the  time^for  trial, 
fhe  gnilty  parties  were  very  willing  to  settle  the  matter  by  making 
i^sparation,  and  paying  the  Indians  handsome  smart  money. 

A  more  recent  affair  of  a  similar  character,  occurred  at  Green 
Bay,  when  two  citizens  were  arrested  by  the  sentinel  in  open  day, 
and  marched  by  the  gnard  to  the  fort,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
diarged  with  having  dared  to  land  on  the  fort  side  of  Fox  Biver, 
without  permission  from  the  commanding  officer.  In  this  instance, 
the  military  was  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  civil  authority.  The 
i^cer  by  whose  orders  the  parties  were  arrested,  was  prosecuted 
for  the  outrage,  and  considered  himself  fortunate  to  escape  with, 
a  fine. 

Many  other  instances  of  usurpation  of  authority,  although  not 
on  record,  are  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Wisconsin, — such  as  demolishing  houses,  firing  into  vessels  or 
boats  attempting  to  pass  the  fort  without  stopping  to  report  to  the 
oommandant.  As  late  as  1837,  your  speaker  and  the  Hon.  Jambs 
D.  Doty,  then  Judge  of  the  District,  were  on  our  return  from 
Mackinaw,  where  the  Judge  had  held  his  court ;  we  were  in  a 
htak  canoe,  manned  by  Frenchmen  and  Indians,  and  entering 
¥cfz  Biver,  we  arrived  opposite  Fort  Howard  about  §ight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  while  steadily  pursuing  our  way  up  the  river 
to  our  homes,  we  were  hailed  by  the  sentinel,  who  was  stationed 
on  the  wharf,  and  ordered  ashore.  This  command  we  at  first  dis- 
regarded, and  ordered  our  men  to  go  on ;  but  they  became 
alarmed,  when  the  sentinel  deliberately  presented  and  cocked  his 
musket,  at  the  same  time  threatening  to  fire  into  us  if  we  did  not 
immediately  go  ashore.  We  permitted  the  men  to  do  so,  and 
were  met  at  the  wharf  bj  the  offioer  of  the  day,  of  whom  we  ia* 
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quired  when  war  had  been  declared  ?  He  rather  sheepishly  re* 
plied,  that  it  was  a  standing  order  of  the  post  that  no  boat  or 
vessel  should  be  permitted  to  pass  without  reporting. 

These  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  our  State  are  not  alluded 
to  for  the  purpose  of  injaring  the  feelings  of  any  of  the  actors  in 
them,  if  any  are  still  living;  but  to  show  the  privations  and  hard- 
fihips  experienced  by  the  early  settlers ;  and  to  exhibit  in  their 
true  forms,  the  inefficiency  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
General  Government,  and  the  proneness  of  military  men,  when 
exercising  the  supreme  authority,  to  become  tyrannical  and  op- 
pressive. 

I  have  remarked  that  during  the  period  of  eight  years  prior  to 
1824,  the  country  was  principally  subject  to  military  rule.  It  waa 
not,  however,  entirely  so,  as  there  was  a  species  ot  civil  authority 
exercised  in  parts  of  the  country  where  there  were  white  inhabi- 
tants,* and  which,  in  many  respects,  was  quite  unique  and  amusing. 
I  will  allude  to  one  or  two  cases  that  occurred  in  that  part  of  the 
fitate  where  I  have  long  resided,  and  with  which  I  have  become 
acquainted.  All  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  early  settlement 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  have  heard  of  the  venerable 
Judge  Beaumb,  who  resided  for  many  years  at  Green  Bay,  and 
died  near  there  over  thirty  years  ago.  A  relic  *  of  this  venerable 
functionary  is  preserved  among  the  collections  of  your  Society. 
Where  the  Judge  came  from,  is  not  very  well  known,  and  whence 
he  derived  his  authority  is  a  matter  likewise  involved  in  uncer- 
tainty ;  but  it  is  a  well  established  fact,  that  he  exercised  the 
functions  of  a  Judge  or  Justice  for  a  long  period.  When  be  first 
assumed  the  robes  of  office,  he  probably  received  his  authority 
from  some  commanding  officer  or  governor.  His  judicial  career 
commenced  before  the  war  of  1812,  and  probably  continued  until 
near  the  time  of  his  decease.  This  exercise  of  authority  seems 
to  have  been  tacitly  acquiesced  in  by  all.    It  has  never  been  as- 

*  fill  lewlet  coat  or  oonrt  drM^fkoed  with  white  ■Ok,  and  bedMilnd  with  ipaiiglfd  Imttoni,  In  whloh 
in  an  fobUe  ocoMicnii.  L.  0.  D. 
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cert&ined  that  the  Judge  received  a  renewal  of  his  tirst  appoint- 
xuent  from  any  governor  in  Michigan  or  elsewhere ;  but  he  could 
not  be  termed  an  usurper,  as  there  appears  to  have  existed  no  op- 
position to  his  judicial  acts,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  quiet  submission 
to  his  authority,  and  a  ready  acquiescence  in  his  quaint  and  odd 
decisions. 

Many  amusing  anecdotes  are  told  of  the  Judge,  and  of  the  na- 
ture of  his  judgments.  One,  which  was  related  to  me  by  a  friend 
now  deceased,  who  on  the  occasion  was  chosen  defendant,  will 
serve  to  illustrate  the  primitive  judicial  decisions  in  Wisconsin. 
My  friend  was  sued  by  a  Frenchman  on  an  account,  and  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  Judge  Kkaume.  The  summons  was 
returnable  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but  the  defendant  forgot  the  hour. 
Four  o'clock  arrived,  when  he  bethought  himself  of  his  remissness. 
He  immediately  repaired  to  the  Hall  of  Justice,  first  taking  the 
precaution,  however,  to  slip  into  his  over  coat  pocket  a  bottle  of 
good  old  whiskey.  On  entering  the  presence  chamber,  he  found 
the  cause  decided  against  him — the  plaintiff  exultant  in  his  suc- 
cess— the  Judge  rigid  and  dignified.  The  defendant  had  defied 
his  authority  and  disobeyed  his  mandate.  In  vain  did  my  friend 
attempt  to  thaw  the  ice  of  the  Judge's  cold  reserve,  and  obtain  a 
rehearing.  Failing  in  all  these  eflForts,  the  defendant  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  approaching  the  door  of  an  inner  apartment,  invited 
the  Judge  to  follow.  This  he  did  reluctantly.  When  safely  out 
of  sight  of  the  other  party,  the  defendant  slowly  drew  from  his 
pocket  the  aforesaid  black  bottle,  and  placed  it  on  the  table,  where 
were  already  glasses  and  water.  The  stern  features  of  the  Judge 
suddenly  relaxed.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
taste  the  tempting  beverage;  it  was  indeed  so  good,  that  he  re- 
peated the  dose,  and  like  many  other  great  men  before  him,  he 
lost  his  resentment  in  his  love  for  good  liquor.  The  Judge  and 
the  defendant  soon  re-entered  the  Justice  Hall,  and  the  plaintiflF, 
who  was  still  present,  was  required  to  appear,  when  he  was  in- 
formed chat  the  court  had  decided  to  grant  a  re-hearing  of  the 
case.    This  was  accordinglv  done,  and  after  a  brief  examination. 


89 

» 

tho  former  judgment  was  reverQed,  and  entered  against  the  plain- 
tiff. The- latter  remonstrated  in  vain,  stoutly  contending  that  the 
Jndge  had  already  decided  the  cause  in  his  favor.  All  was  cat 
short  by  tbo  Judge  declaring,  that  '^  hU  first  decision  was  only 
that  the  plaintiff  ahcmld  win  for  to  lose!  "  I  am  not  positive 
whether  it  was  on  this  or  some  other  occasion  that  the  Judge 
further  ordered,  that  the  losing  party  should  work  three  days  on 
his  farm,  and  the  constable  pay  the  costs  !  Upon  the  whole,  the 
administration  of  justice  by  the  venerable  Judge  was  mild  and 
lenient.  No  cruel  or  oppressive  punishments  were  inflicted,  and 
in  the  wholQ  course  of  his  career,  it  is  not  alleged  that  he  ever 
exercised  that  prerogative  of  judicial  power  so  abhorrent  to  the 
ftelings  of  modern  reformers  and  and  philanthropists,  the  infliction 
of  the  death  penalty. 

I  will  relate  one  other  early  judicial  decision,  which  came  with- 
in my  own  knowledge.  It  was  made  by  an  old  pioneer  settler,  a 
Frenchman,  who  in  character  and  manners  was  a  perfect  gentle- 
man, but  was  better  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  honesty  and 
fair  dealing,  than  with  the  subtleties  and  technicalities  of  the  law. 
Most  of  you  are  doubtless  aware,  that  according  to  Uie  laws  of 
tho  United  States  for  the  government  of  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice, it  is  provided  that  "no  person  who  has  been  enlisted  as  a 
soldier,  shall  be  liable  to  ai rest  or  imprisonment  for  any  debt  con- 
tracted by  him  duuig  the  term  of  his  enlistment."  At  all  mili- 
tary posts,  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  contracting  debts  with 
citizen  traders  who  would  give  them  credit.  A  huge  proportion 
of  these  debts  were  lust,  for  in  addition  to  his  inability  to  pay,  the 
soldier  was  often  aided  by  his  officers  in  cheating  his  creditors. 
there  was  some  excuse  lor  this  on  the  part  of  tlie  officers,  as  their 
Kuen  were  often  found  intoxicated  in  the  shops  and  groceries,  and 
not  unfrequently  sold  their  clothing  and  military  accoutrements 

to  obtain  li^juor  ^    The  officers  would,  therefore,  aid  the  soldier  to 

~  ■ 

•Tlielr  thlnt  for  rum  \fA  tlipm  iioiiietinMa  vvvb  tostttrnfyttoitMl  from  or  pluniler  tbo  IndfaiDii  to  OMtia 
t«  It  l^  ttated  io  the  Detroit  Gaictte,  Feb.  15. 182S,  th«t  not  long  preriouslj  one  dnldicr  wnii  killed  at 
l^^u  B*3r  wiA  aaotiktr  ftt  the  mmetfme  wounded,  hj  an  Indian  waman,  )n  Ardor  fo  mit«  her  kef  of 
»iiaktT  whkh  th^  nm%  tBdecraiiBg  to  wfMt  frna  har.  V.Q.1K  - 
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erade  the  parment  of  his  debts,  by  granting  him  leave  of  absence 
for  the  few  closing  dajs  of  his  term  of  Berrice,  so  that  if  arreBted 
for  debt  before  he  left  the  post,  he  coald  still  avail  himself  of  his 
enlistment  as  a  bar  to  collection. 

It  happened  that  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  had  contracted  a  considerable  debt  with  a  trader, 
which  he  refused  to  pay.  Some  days  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service,  he  applied  to  his  officer  for  a  furlough  for  his  un* 
expired  time,  which  was  granted ;  and  shielded  by  this,  with  his 
regular  discharge,  he  left  the  garrison,  defied  his  creditors,  and 
was  about  to  leave  the  country  forever.  In  those  days,  it  was 
lawful  to  arrest  dishonest  debtors,  and  imprison  them  until  they 
paid  their  debts,  or  were  otherwise  discharged.  The  creditor  ap- 
plied to  my  old  friend,  who  was  a  Justice,  for  a  warrant ;  it  was 
granted,  and  the  soldier  was  arrested,  and  brought  before  the 
magistrate.  The  accused  readily  admitted  the  justness  of  the 
debt,  but  plead  the  law  of  the  United  States,  which  protected  him 
as  a  soldier  from  arrest.  After  patiently  hearing  his  defence,  the 
Justice  proceeded  to  give  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
his  debt  and  costs.  The  plaintiff  immediately  demanded  execu- 
tion against  the  body  of  the  defendant.  This  too  was  granted. 
The  soldier  remonstrated  with  the  Justice,  saying  he  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  United  States'  army,  and  as  such  was  exempted  by 
law  from  arrest  for  debt,  and  concluded  by  assuring  the  Justice 
that  '*  he  did  not  understand  him."  The  phlegmatic  Justice,  who 
did  not  speak  very  plain  English,  thus  emphatically  explained  htf 
meaning—"  You^o-go-to-d^-jail^  and-stay-there-untilr-yau-paf 
'-de-'debt,  andr-ycmr-^iU-underatand-me-very-well  /"  The  reiitt 
was  that  the  defendant  rather  than  go  to  the  place  named,  poUsd 
out  his  purse,  paid  his  debt,  and  went  on  his  way,  though  probabfy 
not  rejoicing.  The  upright  old  magistrate  could  not  underafavid 
the  reasoning,  that  while  an  honest  citizen  paid  his  just  debtii 
Uncl6  Sam's  hard  cases  should  go  soot  free. 

It  was  not  till  1824|  that  the  civil  code  and  civil  aofthflrilf 
d  be  oonsideced  fairly  established  in  tiiis  part  of  tbe  Hcrik 


»1 

West  At  the  sesrion  of  1898-34,  Ooogress  passed  a  law  for  or- 
ganizing an  additional  jndicial  district  in  the  then  territory  of 
Michigan,  comprising  the  counties  of  Mackinaw,  Brown  and 
Orawford,  and  the  Hon.  James  D.  Doty  was  appointed  judge, 
the  duties  of  which  office  he  continued  to  discharge  until  1833. 
lie  establishment  of  regularly  organized  courts  may  be  consid- 
ered a  new  era  in  our  history,  for  it  was  then  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  citizen  regarded  himself  as  really  under  the  protecting 
arm  of  the  law,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  liberty  and 
property.  Yet  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  this  iunovation  on 
the  primitive  rights  of  the  old  settlers,  was  viewed  by  them  with 
great  jealousy.  They  looked  upon  it  as  a  violation  of  theii* 
Magna  Charta — a  serious  infringement  on  their  long  established 
customs ;  and  they  heartily  wished  the  court,  and  (perhaps  with 
better  reason)  the  lawyers  too,  anywhere  but  amongst  themselves. 

The  advance  and  improvement  of  the  country  was  slow  but 
sure.    For  a  few  years  its  history  was  monotonous,  exhibiting  but 
little  of  interest  or  importance — occasionally  presenting  an  Indian 
murder,  or  rumors  of  wars  or  hostile  designs.    Thus  it  continued 
until  about  1827,  when  the  region  of  country  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  known  as  the  Lead  Mines,  be- 
gan to  attract  attention.    In  a  short  time  this  whole  district  was 
over-run,  and  swarmed  with  enterprising  western  explorers.    Th^ 
occupation  of  the  country  by  the  whites,  as  might  have  been 
-    foreseen,  led  to  the  Indian  wars  that  followed.    At  lirst  the  diffi- 
onlties  were  confined  to  occasional  out-breaks,  and  single  acts  of 
.    violence.    But  all  who  knew  the  Indian  character,  were  well  con- 
I    vinced  that  a  general  rising  of  the  tribes  would  soon  follow  the 
I    forcible  possession  taken  by  the  white  adventurers.    The  title  of 
I    the  Indians  to  that  part  of  the  country  had  not  yet  been  extin- 
I    guished* ;  and  the  land  was  owned,  or  claimed  by  the  Sauks, 


•  PHliUtt  wwildba  mJM  to  tay,  ihtt  tht  ladUna  JM  at  rtkaowkdy  tt.    At  81  Lonla,  In  lt04»  flf« 
nymithif  V»mmAr%^  u  Ibt  cUtAi  Md  htad  naa  ol  th*  wilt«d  Strnki  wd  Foxet,  eondiidti  • 
Willi  CtT.  Wa.  H.  HABBiaoir,  etdiag  to  tlw  Unlttd  StatM  iiMrlj  the  whole  of  tlw  prMMtSlal* 
«(  #lMoailBy  lytag  Math  of  the  WleeonelB  Blvir,  miA  wtet  of  the  Vox  RHw ;  elM  %terarf^  yj^l—  %\ 
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Foxes,  Pottawattamies,  among  the  most  numerous  and  uufriendlj: 
tribes  of  the  Korth-West.  The  General  Government  foresaw  the 
consequences  likely  to  ensue,  but  either  from  snpineness,  or  per- 
haps owing  to  the  small  and  inefficient  military  force  of  the  comi-. 
try,  no  adequate  measures  were  adopted  to  prevent  an  open  rupt- 
ure. The  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832  ensued,  which  spread  alarm 
and  consternation  throughout  the  extended  and  sparsely  populated 
settlements.  The  history  of  this  war,  and  its  speedy  termination, 
are  events  of  too  recent  date  to  i:cquire  more  than  a  passing  notice. 
With  all  its  evils  and  calamities,  this  unhappy  contest  was  not 
without  its  corresponding  henefics  and  advantages.  It  brought 
prominently  into  notice  large  portions  ot  our  State  hitherto  unex- 
plored, made  known  its  natural  resources,  and  proved  the  precur- 
sor to  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  country  ;  and,  moreover,  called 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  North- West,  and  led  to 
the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  soil. 

In  short,  from  the  year  1832,  we  may  date  the  commencement 
of  our  prosperity,  and  from  that  period  until  1836,  when  Wiscon- 
sin was  organized  as  a  Territory,  her  prosperity  and  improvement 
continued  with  a  steady  space.  The  short  space  which  elapsed 
between  her  Territorial  organization  and  hur  admission  as  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Confederacy — twelve  years,  wa^  characterized  by  rapid 
and  almost  incredible  changes,  and  this  not  only  in  the  increase 
o'f  populati*  n,  but  in  the  develoi»ment  of  her  many  natural  advan- 


KorthQrn  IlHnoia,  rcml  ronricU-niblo  portion*!  of  the  States  of  Inini  and  Miciouri.  Tlir*  rontddentUm  flsr 
thii  lAr^e  tnct  of  countrf,  en:l)mcliig,  it  \b  said,  mora  than  flfty-one  nillUoiia  of  aorea,  waa  f  i  nailliifl^f 
small — '^ood«  iti  h.ind  to  tbo  aiudunt  of  $2,2w4  •'•0,  an<l  a  yearly  annuity  of  $1(KKK  of  which  $600  waa  fK 
thp  SauUn,  anJ  if 4  w)  for  tho.  Foxes*,  to  l»e  jinld  In  poo«l«  valued  at  flrtt  po«t.  Tills  treaty  waa  ratified  ud 
oonfirm^d  )<y  a  Rnlxtequent  treaty,  in  I^IG,  trhen  Oom.  Clark  and  EdwakziS,  and  Col.  Choutiao  fMt 
the  commlhhlunvris  an<l  Black  Hawk  wn^  one  o(  the  !>i^crR.  Jini  Ulack  Uawk  lubAeiiuenUy  daaM 
the  vallJity  of  the  treaty  of  1S04,  wIu'D  at  leapt  tlsrec  of  the  five  chiefn  wIjo  Mgiwd  11  ftjgrured  prodU 
ueotly  In  hchalf  of  their  trib«i  at  seTcral  treatien  held  afterwards  ;  and  it  ihonhl  be  added^  that  Du4B 
Hawk  alleged  that  hu  was  iipiorant  of  uhat  he  was  doing  when  he  signed  the  confirmatory  trMlf  t^ 
1810.  VCc  must  Bay,  thit  we  Itelisro  IlLAfK  Hawk  to  have  been  too  shretrd  and  cantioas  to  act  I 
rantly  in  a  matter  of  so  gn.>at  importance,  and  ivarticularly  if,  as  he  mibHeqaently  represented,  his ; 
had  been  or»r-Teaahed bj  the  whilesi  ai  the  prior  treaty  ot  I90i  ',  and  vo  cannot  believe,  Uiai 
booorAlde  as  the  commissioBeiv  would  have  deceived  0I.AC&  Hawk  and  bis  people.— -Sett  ladbvi ' 
ties ;  SmxB'a  Wifoonsln,  I— SSi,  JBS,  408 ;  Black  Havk'b  AateUoffnptaj  ;  D]iakS>8  JHM^.B|#I 
Bavmk's  Memoirs  of  iTAiuu«o:f  ;  Wis.  Hist  Soc  CoUs.  1— W^  L.  C]L  i^ 
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tages,  tbc  cultivation  of  the  s-  >il,  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  arts  and  pc'ences,  until  wo  now  see  her  vie 
with  her  sister  states,  with  every  prospect  of  fipeodily  becoming 
one  among  the  richest  and  most  populous  in  the  Union. 

A  conipari>:'>n  of  tlic  jTesent  condiiion  «)1  uur  Siutc  with  its  con- 
dition thirty  years  ago,  will  prove  interesting,  and  fill  the  mind 
with  wonder  and  admiration.  Let  me  first  revert  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  countrv.  In  JS24,  when  I  hccanv.*  a  resident  6f  Wis- 
consin,  there  were  hufc  two  small  white  s-.  ttleinenls  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  State,  and  tlicy  situated  nearly  at  its  extreme 
points — namely,  Green  Buy  and  Prairie  du  Chion.*  The  furmer, 
besides  the  garrison  of  United  States'  troops,  had  a  population  of 
whites  and  those  of  mixed  hlood  amounting  to  about  six  hundred; 
while  the  latter  was  still  moixi  limited  in  point  of  numbers.  Wis- 
consin now  contains  abMUt  000,000  people.  The  country  was 
then  one  unbroken  forest,  or  boundless  waste  of  prairie,  i)osses8ing, 
it  is  true,  the  beauties  of  nature  in  their  mo^t  enchanting  forms, 
but  uncultivated  and  unadorned  by  the  hand  of  man.  Now  how 
changed  the  scene !  The  silent  forests  and  boundless  wastes  have 
been  converted  into  cities,  towns  and  settlements,  and  throughout 
its  whole  extent,  the  country  now  presents  a  picture  of  prosperity 
and  improvement  rarely  equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  on  this 
Continent.  At  that  time,  no  roads  or  public  highways,  save  the 
navigable  waters,  or  the  blind  Indian  trail,  traversed  the  country. 
The  traveler  had  no  choice  in  his  mode  of  transit  from  place  to 
place*;  no  public  means  of  conveyance  from  which  he  might  se- 
lect the  most  expeditious  or  agreeable.  His  only  alternative  was, 
to  travel  on  foot  through  the  forest,  or  pursue  his  voyage  in  the 


•  If  we  except  the  andent  lettlemeiit  at  La  PolDte,  od  Lake  Superior— whicli  wax,  indeed,  so  far  aep- 
anted  from  Green  Bay  and  Pralrte  dn  Cbleti  as  to  hare  no  IntcrconrFO  vhatercr  with  tbcm,  and  tti 
aMoelatloni  and  eonneetiooa  oniit  hare  beon  coaflneU  almost  exeluaiveljr  with  Uackinaw.  It  would 
flM^  that  Father  Mutarb  Tblted  La  Aiiate  aa  earlj  ai  IdSO.  A  French  poit  wai  maintained  then  in 
.Xn^ M  nty  be  aeen  t^  nferenaa  to  the  Ut  Toi.  CoUa.  Wii.  HiatSoc^ p.2!L  It  la  remarked  in  Ovaii'a 
Oielntlml  8an«j»  that  La  Poinle  waa  eriginallj  Mleetad  bf  the  adventurom  traden  of  the  North- West 
Var  CliiMiiiij  aa  the  moat  eligibU  tUe  tor  a  d^K>ft  and  tradfa)M<Mt  in  the  North- Weat  Territorj  ;  and 
VM^IWAlMf  tteib  their  priaeipBi  tm^MfVM,  tad  the  eeatse- of  tiieir  estemiTe  aad  wide-qaeed 

L.  CD. 
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frail  bark  canoe.  What  a  change  has  since  transpired !  Now  the 
iron  horse  traverses  the  land  in  all  directions ;  the  noble  steamer 
plows  through  the  streams  and  lakes  ;  and  a  journey  that  then  oc- 
cupied from  six  to  ten  days  of  toilsome  labor,  hazard  and  fatigae, 
is  now  performed  in  safety  and  comfort  within  as  many  hours. 

At  that  period  the  United  States'  mails  were  conveyed,  during 
the  season  of  navigation,  by  the  irregular  and  tardy  conveyance 
of  sail  vessels,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  oflentimea 
for  weeks  or  months  without  intelligence  of  what  was  passing  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  from  which  they  were  completely  isola- 
ted. During  the  winter,  the  mail  was  carried  on  a  man's  back, 
through  the  trackless  wilderness,  between  Green  Bay  and  Chica- 
go, a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  miles,  ouco  a  month.  This 
privilege  was  purchased,  partly  by  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
citizens,  and  an  allowance  from  the  IT.  S.  Quarter  Master's  De- 
partment, and  the  military  post  fund  at  fort  Howard.  The 
Government  at  Washington  found  it  would  not  pay  to  establish  a 
mail  route,  or. defray  the  expenses  of  carrying  the  mail,  and  de- 
creed, no  doubt  wisely,  that  no  expenditure  could  be  made  by  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  that  purpose,  exceeding  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  mail  matter.  In  those  days,  the  arrival  of  the  nudl 
was  looked  forward  to  with  anxiety  and  impatience,  and  if  for 
any  cause,  the  arrival  was  delayed  beyond  its  usual  time,  the  car- 
rier was  supposed  to  have  fallen  a  victim  to  starvation,  or  been 
detained  by  Indians,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  country  through 
which  he  had  to  pass.  Now  there  are  but  few  settlements  in  our 
State  where  the  daily  or  tri- weekly  mail  does  not  penetrate. 

Then  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  was  carried  on  by 
means  of  a  few  sail  vessels,  of  less  than  one  hundred  tons  hnrthen. 
The  first  steamer  ploughed  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  in  1828.* 


•IlwMAytwMrHer.  Th»  ptoa>«r  rtt— M  WaUi  imtke  Wtlkr^  u»M  hw  flwttrip  to  Mi 
tbtfUBBcroritlO,  tmuipoitiBf  MppllM  to  th*  troopt  steUoMd  then,  and  mait  tiro  trips  tk«»  lb 
in»;omth«Slitof  Joly,  IMI,  ilio  WtOttvoltforlUcklBmrMd  GfMO  Bqr,  wWi  KM  pHMsfM  iii* 
w§9  iiof  tliO|MiioHH  «w»  m»  Knf,  WiMuam  WnUAMit  ikm  wnaUmg  his 
,  9iVf  «><  M«|.  CKMUM  UnuM^  tbo  felkflr  ^  Hhu  QfeiMM  K 
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For  Beveral  sacceeding  years,  one  trip  was  made  annually,  and 
rery  rarely  a  second  one ;  yessels  upward  bound 'were  generally 
Eraighted,  but  seldom  returned  with  a  cargo.  Our  lakes  and  riy- 
ars  are  now  covered  with  steam  and  sail  vessels  of  the  largest 
olass  and  finest  construction,  freighted  with  valuable  cargoes,  and 
people  from  every  dime.  Then  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
the  GovernmeDt  troops,  and  to  some  extent,  the  Indians,  were 
lolely  dependent  upon  adjoining  States  for  the  necessaries  of  lifOi 
and  the  means  of  subsistence.  Nearly  all  kinds  of  provisions 
were  then  brought  from  Ohio,  or  other  Western  States,  for  little 
beyond  the  necessary  supplies  of  vegetables  was  raised  in  the 
conntry.  At  the  present  period,  Wisconsin  not  only  sends  her 
lurplus  produce  from  her  teemiog  granaries  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies of  sister  States,  but  annually  exports  millions  in  value 
to  remote  parts  of  the  Old  World,  to  feed  the  starving  poor,  and 
provide  for  the  wants  of  the  wealthy. 

Wisconsin  formed,  at  that  period,  in  name  but  scarcely  in  affin- 
ity, a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  The  laws  then  in  foroe 
were  crude  and  ill-devised,  some  of  which  were  really  disgracefid 
to  those  who  enacted  them^*euch,  for  instance,  aiapublio  wh^pfping^ 
and  selling  the  offender  into  eerviiude  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  months,  simply  for  the  commission  of  mere  petty  offences. 
These  laws  were  enacted  by  a  Legislative  Board,  consisting  of  the 
Gk>vemor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory,  who  received  their  appoint- 
ment from  the  General  Government,  and  were  in  no  way  amena- 

WM  tlM  bOMt  of  the  Detroit  Qexette,  tlut  the  WaUHn-tke-'Water  made  thia  trip,  of  aboat  1200  miltf 
MdUng,  and  rttamed  to  Detroit  in  thirteen  days.  She  waa  onfortanatelj  wrecked  on  the  beaeh  new 
BbAIo  in  KoTember  following.  The  new  eteamer  Smperiar  took  her  place  the  next  aeaeon,  and  made 
mm  trip  to  Ifaekinaw,  and  another  to  Saat  de  Ste.  Marie^  daring  the  lommer  of  1822.  Theae  datea  and 
iirtAerlfefiromsTihnhltftleof  the  Detroit  GaMtte,preaented  to  onr  Hlatorioal  Sotlety  hj  Bon. 
I D.  Dorr.  Itlagl«Mlalbiepanphlflw«rkef  jAifX8L.BABnnrof  Bnliilo^on  the  LakeOes- 
that  <*  in  1820  or  18ST,the  mi^eatSe  watara  of  Lake  Michigan  were  flrat  ploughed  hj  ateam,  [eiro. 
M  we  lec^  ai  to  being  the  flnt]— a  boat  haTiag  that  jear  made  an  ezeoralon  with  a  pleaau* 
k9mBv  ThmoiUmmmncnaMa  wen  taamSlj  —4a,  by  two  or  thwe  boal»  natt  tm 
UH**  Inthi8  7ear,ii»QrataairiMiliw«eehartandtotrmnaportOen.8con^itroopa«BdaappUai^ 
ilMraxfltvpean&ee«tOhleH(0)b«1»inl8a^MateaBiboalTl8iiedGreeaBaj.  Inl8a»two 
ilMaairt%l|iweitii^datoOMatfp,iMcaitoGit>illiyi«iatniaMtwoti%iwtitmaial>€hit^ 
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ble  to  the  people  who  were  to  be  governed  bj  these  enactments. 
Many  amusing  anecdotes  were  told  of  the  manner  in  which  laws 
were  sometimes  passed  by  this  sage  body.  It  happened  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Board  were  not  always  on  the  most 
friendly  torms  with  each  other.  A  law  which  one  wonld  approve, 
another  would  oppose  from  the  very  spirit  of  opj)o.>ition.  A 
gentleman  of  the  bar,  for  instance,  might  wish  to  get  a  law  passed 
to  meet  some  particular  emergency ;  and  it  required  not  a  little 
management  to  get  the  legal  number  of  signatures  to  give  it  force. 
An  examination  of  the  old  statutes  enacted  by  this  body,  will 
show  that  sev^eral  of  them  which  ])as3cd  at  the  same  sitting,  bear 
only  the  requisite  number,  but  not  the  same  names.  But  what  a 
change  thirty  years  have  wrought!  The  whipping-post  and  sel- 
ling white  men  into  servitude  arc  now  unknown ;  and  with  a 
more  enlightened  people,  better  laws  have  followed. 

Such  was  Wisconsin  of  the  past,  and  such  is  she  at  present. 
But  her  future  destiny — ^what  is  that  to  be  ?  She  possesBes  a  fer- 
tile soil — an  extended  territory — inland  seas  on  the  ITorth  and  i 
East,  and  a  noble  navigable  river  on  the  West ;  watered  by  pure 
and  everlasting  fountains,  lakes  and  streams,  affording  water  pow- 
er illimitable  and  unsurpassed — covered  with  immense  forests  of 
pine  and  other  valuable  timber — enriched  with  inexhaustible  mine? 
of  copper,  lead  and  iron  ;  and  above  all  other  earthly  blessinge, 
possessing  a  climate  as  sulubrious  as  any  on  the  Continent.  With 
all  these  advantages,  is  it  unreasonable  to  predict,  that  W  isconsin 
is  destined  to  become  among  the  richest  and  most  populous  States 

in  this  vast  Kepubllc  ? 

*  •»  ^-  *  *  ^  *  « 

To-day  is  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  this 
Society.  I  was  prepared  to  find  that  it  had  greatly  inoreased 
within  the  past  two  years  in  its  collections  of  books,  pamphlets, 
newspaper  files,  manuscripts,  narratives,  and  its  meana  of  neefiil- 
ness.  But  until  niy  present  visit,  I  had  no  correct  conception  of 
its  rapid  progress  and  prosperity.  It  has  now  become  orediubto 
to  the  State,  and  richly  deserves  the  cocintenance  and  pafhiaage 


of  all  our  citizens,  and  the  fostering  care  of  the  State  government. 
ToibU  I  most  heartily  commend  it,  not  doubring  but  that,  in  this 
enlightened  age,  and  among  a  people  so  generally  intelligent,  it 
will  meet  the  encouragement,  and  receive  the  favor,  which  so 
useful  an  institution  so  justly  merits. 

I  must  beg,  in  conclusion,  to  return  my  grateful  acknowledge 
ments  to  the  Society,  and  more  particularly  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  for  the  honor  they  have  done  me  by  invi- 
ting me  to  deliver- their  Annual  Address.  I  must  regiird  this  as 
a  courtesy  extended  to  the  old  pioneers,  by  selecting  one  of  their 
number  for  so  honorable  a  p<»sitiou.  I  cannot  but  feel,  that  many 
better  qualided  for  the  task  could  have  been  selected.  I  hav,e, 
however,  done  the  best  I  could  under  the  circumstanced,  and  could 
wish  that  the  offeiing  weie  more  worthy  of  the  occasion.  Witboit 

• 

stopping  to  apologize  for  its  imperfections,  or  to  express  my  deep 
regret  that  time  is  not  permitted  me  for  revision  or  correctioni 
permit  me  to  tender  ynu  all  the  anxious  wi^h  of  my  heart,  that 
many  a  returning  anniveisary  will  continue  to  exhibit  the  same 
unabated  interest,  prosperity  and  usefulness  that  hav^e  thus  far 
cbaractetized  the  brief  yet  brilliant  career  of  the  Stats  UjebtorioAl 
Society  of  Wisconsin  I 
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EAELY  TIMES  AND  EVENTS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

BY  HON.  JAMBB  H.  LOCKWOOD,  OV  PRAIEUS  DU  CHIRBT. 

At  the-  request  of  tbe  Wisconsin  Statb  Historical  Sooibtt, 
tbrongh  tbeir  Corresponding  Sucretary,  I  shall  attempt  to  give 
flome  reminiscences  of  the  early  history  of  W  sconsin,  and  more 
eepecially  of  the  western  portion  of  it.  I  feel  much  distroBt  in 
my  ability  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  as  writing  for  the  public 
eye  has  never  been,  thus  far  in  life,  any  part  of  my  employment 
or  ambition  ;  and  yet,  in  my  unprt-tending  way,  I  feel  willing  to 
contribute  my  reminiscences  of  early  times  for  the  archives  of  a 
Society  which  I  regard  as  having  commenced,  with  commenda- 
ble zeal,  a  noble  and  important  work.  Very  likely  I  may  appear 
egotistical  in  many  instances,  and  too  prolix  in  others;  but  the 
discriminating  reader  can  make  all  duo  allowances,  and  the  future 
historian  can  sift  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Peru,  Clinton  county,  N  Y.,  Dec.  7tb, 
1793 — and  as  the  sequel  will  show,  I  have  lived  in  the  woods  the 
most  of  my  days.  My  father  was  a  farmer,  to  which  occupation  I 
was  raised  until  past  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  When  I  was  be- 
tween two  and  three  years  old,  my  father's  house  in  Peru  took 
fire,  and  almost  every  thing  he  possessed  of  a  moveable  characteri 
was  consumed.  He  sold  his  farm,  and  about  this  period  removed 
to  the  town  of  Jay,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Essex,  where  he 
owned  or  obtained  land.  Here  he  made  improvements,  and  had 
good  buildings,  an  orchard,  and  every  thing  comfortable  about 
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him,  when,  about  1803,  be  got  the  Ohio  fever.  He  sold  biB  farm 
at  a  great  sacrifice;  bat  before  he  collected  the  money  for.  it,  1^^ 
met  a  gentleman  who  had  just  returned  from  Ohio,  who  stated 
that  though  lands  were  cheap,  aud  they  could  raise  large  crops  of 
grain  and  flocks  of  cattle  with  little  labor,  yet  many  of  the  settlers 
were  obliged  to  go  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  mill,  and  there  was 
no  market  for  their  fine  cattle  and  rich  harvests,  and  that  a  farmer 
with  a  comfiirtable  home  was  better  oif  in  the  cold  and  nnprodnb- 
tive  region  of  Northern  New  York,  than  in  the  fertile  plains  of 
Ohio  without  a  market.  These  considerations  dissuaded  my 
father  from  removing  to  Obio,  and,  in  March,  1805,  he  settled  in 
Cbamplain,  Clinton  c  mnty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
with  a  log  dwelling  and  forty  acres  of  improvement. 

Living  thus  on  the  frontiers,  and  removing  from  place  to  place, 
my  educational  advantages  were  very  limited.  But  after  moving 
to  Ohamplain,  the  nearest  school  was  at  the  village  of  Chazy,  two 
and  a  half  miles  distant,  whither  I  went  pretty  regularly  for  two 
or  three  winters.  In  that  day  and  in  a  new  country,  to  be  able 
to  read,  write,  and  cypher  as  far  as  the  Rale  of  Three,  was  con- 
sidered sufficient  qualifications  to  teach  a  common  school.  I  was 
ambitious  to  obtain  a  good  education,  and  relaxed  no  efibrts  to  be 
punctual  in  my  attendance,  although  the  distance  was  great,  and 
traveling  through  the  deep  snow  was  often  very  laborious,  t  read 
with  avidity  every  book  that  chance  threw  in  my  way,  or  which 
I  could  obtain  by  borrowing  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  the  summer  of  1808, 1  boarded  at  Champlain  Village,  and 
attended  the  school  taught  by  the  late  Dr.  William  BeAUMoirr, 
who  was  then  a  student  of  medicine.  Under  his  tuition  I  greatly 
improved  myself  in  grammar,  geography,  &c.,  but  at  that  early 
day  I  never  saw  a  school  atlas.  Opportunities  for  attending  better 
schools  increased,  and  I  continued  alten.ately  on  the  farm  and  at 
flchool  until  I  was  between  sixreen  and  seventeen  years  of  age, 
/when  I  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law.  I,  however,  concludfed, 
that  from  deficient  early  education  and  my  native  difiidenoe,  I 
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ihonid  never  make  a  great  lawyer,  and  mj  ambition  proteatiBg 
against  a  second  or  third  rftte  position,  I  abandoned  the  law  at  I 
then  supposed,  forever,  and  songht  and  obtained  a  situation  ma  a 
merchant's  clerk. 

The  merchant  who  employed  me,  became  the  sutler  to  the 
Light  Artillery  Regiment,  then  commanded  by  Col.  Wm.  Feu- 
wick,  and  formed  a  part  <  f  Gen.  Izard's  army.  This  force  com- 
menced its  march  from  Plattsbargh  to  the  West,  in  AngnBt,1814; 
and  my  employer  having  Rome  business  to  transact  in  Plattsbnrgh, 
before  his  departure,  sent  mc  on  to  attend  to  the  sutling  buginesis, 
and  I  continued  with  the  regiment  until  the  campaign  on  the 
Niagara  was  over,  and  the  troops  retiro«l  into  winter  quarters  near 
Bu£PaIo.  In  November  my  employer  arrived,  aud  taking  offense 
at  some  of  his  acts,  I  demanded  a  settlement,  and  left  him,  I 
then  etigaged  myself  to  a  man  named  Fullke,  sutler  for  Maj. 
Ball's  two  companies  of  dragoons,  then  cantoned  near  Avon,  N. 
T.,  on  the  Genesue  river,  where  I  remained  doing  little  or 
nothing  dnring  the  winter,  as  the  dragoons,  for  aome  reasoni  were 
not  paid  off. 

In  April,  1815, 1  received  a  letter  from  the  late  Lewis  "Rootb* 
of  Green  Bay,  a  townsman  of  mine,  dated  at  Buffalo,  stating  that 
be  had  obtained  the  sutling  of  the  Consolidutod  Rifle  Regiment, 
and  desired  my  assistance.  Having  no  need  of  my  seivice^,  I 
left  Mr.  Fuller,  and  repaired  to  Buffalo,  rftid  the  stage  which 
conveyed  me  carried  flying  colors  aimouncing  the  news  of  peace. 

Those  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  war,  were  now  discbai^ed, 

and  those  enlisted  for  five  years  retained  ;  of  the  latter  waa  the 

.  Rifle  Regiment,  then  understood  to  have  been  ordered  to  Detroit 

As  I  had  conducted  Mr.  Rouse's  business  principally,  he  wistied 


•  Judge  RouSB  «m  a  natire  of  Rsape'a  Pi4ikt»  oa  Lake  ChampUio,  Md  tf ttM  t(  Orcao  Baj  utmt 
mi.    He  wafi  Judge  of  Uia  North -weat  Judicial  Dutrict  while  Wiaconiio  jet  formed  a  pait  of  MiebiglB 
Territory.    He  wu  a  man  of  promlneaoe  In  fata  day,  ao4l  pmeewo4  many  kiadaod  geatltiaaiily  qatf  ikr 
Bt  diet  MAdenlx  si  his  mIdMwe,  Iq  Maaitowo^  ApxH  19th,  l»U,  at  the  tg»  of  69  jean.    Hia  miMm 
4eath  wai  probaUj  oauaed  bj  apopleij,  u  he  waa  of  plethorio  haUt»  and  we^lied  over  time  hw*ei 

L.O.  D. 
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me  to  go  with  him,  and  desiring  to  Boe  the  coantry,  I  accepted 
hiB  inTitatioD.  The  troops  haviog  left  Boffalo  about  the  lirBt  of 
June,  we  sailed  from  tiiat  place  on  the  15th  of  that  month ,  in  the 
schooner  Lady  of  the  Lake^  said  to  have  been  the  beat  veBsel  then 
on  the  Lakes,  and  arrived  at  Detroit  on  or  about  the  10th  of  Julj. 
Here  we  found,  that  tlie  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  Mackinaw. 

Detroit  was  then  an  old  French  village,  with  the  houBcs  moiCl j 
covered  with  bark^  Waiting  here  a  few  days  for  a  vessel  on 
which  to  proceed  to  Mackinaw,  we  engaged  passage  about  the  15th 
of  July,  on  a  crazy  old  schooner  commanded  by  Oapt.  Psabsobt, 
bound  for  Drummond's  Island,  with  pork  and  hard  bread  for  the 
British  troops  then  stationed  at  that  place.  On  board  the  vessel 
as  a  passenger  was  Rambay  Crooks,  since  so  distinguished  among 
the  It)cky  Mountain  traders,  then  on  his  way  to  Mackinaw,  to 
receive  the  property  of  the  South-West  Fur  Company,  which  had 
been  recently  purchased  by  John  Jacob  Abtor  of  New  York.* 
We  found  this  old  crazy  vessel  without  any  convenience  of  table, 
furniture  or  provisions.  Mr.  Crooks  had  come  passenger  on  her 
from  Buffalo,  and  the  captain  had  promised  him  that  he  would 
lay'in  ample  supplies  &t  Detroit,  but  just  as  we  had  got  under 
way  from  the  latter  port,  Mr.  Crooks  went  into  the  cabin  and  as- 

*  Ib  irtti  MTerml  of  the  prineipal  uereluuito  of  aioatrMl  «atend  into  apArUicnhlp  to  pronwite  tlM 
flur  trade,  &nd,  in  1787,  uniteU  with  sriTal  eompanj,  and  thai  arom  the  (amoua  NorthrWett  Omfmn% 
whlcb,  for  many  yeara,  held  lordly  sway  over  the  immenao  rof^on  tn  Canada  andheyond  the  Great  Ifait- 
mea  Lakes.  S«T*ral  yean  later' a  new  ansodatlon  of  Britiili  marebaota  fomed  tba  MicAAiaio  Omftm^t 
lUTlng  their  chi<;r  factory  or  depot  at  Mackinaw;  and  their  Held  of  operation!  waa  south  of  their 
pt>at  riralii— nendinf^  forth  their  light  perog^os  and  hark  canoeR,  by  Green  Bay,  the  Fox  and  Wlseonila 
Blvan  to  the  MtaiiflRippi,  and  thenca  down  that  rtrean  to  all  ita  tribotariea.  In  IfiOO,  Mr.  AiffOB  oxsan- 
iMd  tha  Ameriean  Fwr  Oimpuvf^\M  alona  ooniitltating  the  company  ;  and,  in  1811,  in  connection  with 
Mrttln  partners  of  the  NHk-WbH  Ctimp-imifj  and  others,  he  bought  out  the  Madtittaw  Ckmpcmf,  aai 
mmffd  tha* and  his  Amriem^  Pur  OBmftatf  into  a  new  association,  e&IIed  the  S^utk-Wial  Onmpamf 
Bj  this  arrangement  \lr.  Aitor  became  propHetnr  of  one-half  of  all  the  intTefita  which  the  Maekinmm 
Ounpiny  hsd  in  the  Indian  country  withtn  the  United  States  ;  and  it  was  nnderstood  that  the  whole,  al 
tha  evpliBtioaof  Are  jeani,  was  to  psjis  into  Iila  haads^  on  eondition  that  the  ^siericaii,  or  S0»tk^  HM 
Omjinwy  would  not  trade  within  the  Kritisli  dominions.  The  war  of  1812  unspended  the  association  ; 
and  after  the  war  It  was  entirely  dlsHoIved'-^ngri'SS  haying  paaa^d  a  law  prohibiting  British  fur  trudeis 
aam  prosecvtlag  their  enterpifara  within  the  terrlteriea  of  the  United  dtatee.  Thus  we  And  M  r.  dooUg 
ha  1816.  cloiiing  up  the  affairs  of  the  8«mttf  ff^tH  Gunprnny,  preliminary  to  enlarged  indiTidnal  enterprlaa 
ertttMpvtcf  Mr.  Aaroa.  h,0>9. 


102 

certained  that  the  captain  had  failed  to  folfill  his  engagemeiit ; 
aad  itn  mediately  he  took  the  skifi',  went  ashore,  and  par* 
chased  dishes,  knires,  forks,  spoons,  and  provisions,  and  we 
proceeded  on  oar  vojage.  We  were  beoalmed  about  tea  dajsoa 
the  St  Olair  River  and  Flats,  daring  which  we  went  on  shore  mi 
bought  a  sheep,  which  helped  along  with  the  rustj  pork  and  hard 
bread.  At  that  time,  I  had  seen  very  little  of  hardships,  and  I 
suffered  much  from  such  fare  as  hard  bread  and  rusty  pork. 

We  were  almost  a  month  from  Detroit  to  Drummond's  Island, 
where  we  found  a  trader  named  Lacbodc,  with  a  boat  bound  to 
Hackinaw,  and  with  him  we  engaged  our  passage.  No  provisions 
coald  be  had  at  Drummond's  Island,  sj  we  were  obliged  to  de- 
pend on  the  voyageuTM*  kettle  of  corn  soup,  a  new  kind  of  fare  to 
me;  and,  I  believe,  I  ate  but  a  few  mouthfuls  from  Drummond^s 
Island  to  Mackinaw.  We  were  two  days  reaching  Mackinaw, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  August.  Once 
there  and  recruited,  we  had  a  new  source  of  anxiety,  iu  daily  ex- 
pecting the  arrival  of  the  paymaster  until  the  close  of  navigation ; 
and  then  I  had  to  content  myself,  as  well  a9  I  could,  until  the  en- 
suing spring  of  1816.  At  the  request  of  some  of  the  inhabitantSi 
I  concluded  to  open  a  school,  as  it  would  keep  me  from  idleness ; 
if  my  scholars  did  not  learn  much  Eoglish,  I  concluded  I  should 
stand  a  chance  of  acquiring  some  French — thus  acting  out  t|ie 
Yankee  character  of  adapting  one's  selt  to  circumstancea.  Aj&d 
thus  I  spent  the  winter. 

Daring  that  winter  of  181S-'16^  Congress  passed  an  actexcliid- 
ing  foreigners  from  participating  in  the  Indian  trade  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  or  its  Territories.  This  was  then  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Astob,  and 
upon  the  purchase  of  the  property  of  the  South  West  G^mpany^ 
the  American  Fur  Company  re-appeared  under  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  AsTOR — the  bead  quarters  of  which  were  at  Mackinaw. 

Although  Congress  had  passed  a  law  excluding  foreigaen. 
from  the  Indian  country,  it  was  found  that  the  trade  could  not 
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be  carried  on  without  their  aid,  as  most  of  the  clerks^  inter- 
preters and  boatmen  were  foreigners;    and,  in  the  summer  of., 
1816,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  ITnited  States  issued. , 
orders  to  the  Indian  Agents  on  tuis  froutier  to  license  foreignera  , 
as  interpreters  and  boatmeu,  ou  their  giving  bond  with  large  pen*  , 
altiea  for  their  g<>od  conduct  in  the  Lidian  country.'   Thus  the.. 
British  traders,  who  wantcsd  to  get  iuto  the  Indian  country,  bad 
only  to  employ  an  American,  to  whom  the  goods  were  invoiced, 
and  the  license  taken  in  his  name,  and  the  trader  went  as  inter* 
preter  until  they  were   beyond  the  Indian  sgencies,  when  the 
trader  assumed  the  control  of  his  property,  and  carried  on  his 
business  as  usual. 

During  the  summer  of  1816,  it  was  projected  to  establish  a 
United  States  fort  at  Green  Bay ;  and,  in  July  of  that  year,  Ool. . 
John  Millbb,  then  Colonel  of  the  3d  regiment  U.  S.  Infantry, 
was  ordered  on  that  service,  and  soon  chartering  three  vessels, 
embarked  three  or  four  cotnpatiies  of  rifle-n^en  and  infantry  with 
some  artillery.  Among  the  vessels  was  th«^  Waahivgton^  the 
largest  of  the  fleet,  commanded  by  Capt.  Dobbins,  on  board  of 
which  Tessel  was  the  Commandant  I  had  that  year  engaged 
myself  as  a  clerk  to  some  traders,  to  take  charge  of  an  outfit  or  , 
trading  establishment  near  the  head  of  the  St.  Peters  Biyer^  and 
the  Colonel  apprehending  diiBculty  from  the  Indians  in  landing 
at  Qreen  Bay,  proposed  to  take  the  goods  of  several  boats  in  the 
TeeBel,and  tow  the  boats,  and  use  them,  if  necessary,  in  landing^ 
aad  then  return  them  to  their  owners. 

Accordingly  Auoustin  Gbionon,  myself  and  a  French  clerk  by . 
th^  name  of  Chafpin  embarked  on  board  the  Washington,  Mr. 
Gkionoit  and  Chappin,  acting  in  some  measure  a^  pilots.  During 
tha  night  of  the  second  or  third  day  out  from  Mackinaw,  the  oth- 
ar  two  vessels  became  separated  from  the  Washington,  and  arri« 
yiBg  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  Washington  Island  and 
B^arbor,  and  learning  from  Mr.  Grionon  that  there  was  a  good 
haibor,  Col.  Millbb  ordered  the  Washington  to  put  in  there  to 
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wait  fbr  her  conaorts.  We  remained  there  nearly  two  daye,  dmr«' 
ing  which  time  the  officers  and  passengers  ramhled  over  the'Ii^ 
labd,  and  finally,  in  honor  of  onr  yessel,  snpposed  to  be  the  first 
one  that  had  entered  the  harbor,  we  gave  its  name  to  WashingtoK^ 
Island  and  Harbor,  which  they  have  ever  since  retained.  Finding 
the  other  vessels  had  got  inro  Oreen  Bay  ahead  of  us,  and  had 
found  a  harbor  at  Yermilliun  Island,  and  were  waiting  for  ns,  we 
proceeded  np  the  Bay,  and  arrived  at  Green  Bay  setUeinent  about 
two  days  atlter,  when  the  troops  landed  without  the  anticipatod 
opposition  from  the  Indians. 

This  was  in  the  month  of  July,  1816.  Green  Bay  and  PraTrie 
dn  Ohien  were  then  the  only  setrlementa  in  what  is  now  the  state 
of  Wisconsin,  if  wo  except  Solomon  Junrau^s  trading  bonse  at 
Milwaukee;*  and  they  cnuld  not  well  be  called  settlements  accord^ 
ing  to  the  American  idea  of  settling  and  improving  a  conntry. 

Green  Bay  was  a  kind  of  traders'  de))Ot  for  the  trade  of  that' 
Bay,  the  Fox  and  upper  part  of  Wisconbin  Rivers,  which  were 
eousidered  dependents  of  it. 

There  then  resided  at  Green  Bay  as  a  trader  John  La.wb,  and, 
four  or  five  at  the  Gbionons.  Auoustin  Gbionon  resided  and 
traded  at  the  Little  Kankalin.  These  traders  who  pretended  to 
make  Green  Bay  their  home,  resided  generally  but  a  small  poir* 
tion  of  the  year  there,  as  most  of  them  wintered  in  the  lodian 
c^nnitry,  and  generally  spent  two  or  three  months  of  the  somnieB* 
at  Mackinaw.  The  traders  of  Green  Bay  mostly  married,  aftex 
the  Indian  manner,  women  of  the  Menomonee  tiibe,  there  being 
no  white  women  in  the  country.  I  saw  at  this  time  bnt  one  ^o* 
man  in  the  settlement  that  pretended  to  be  white,  and  she  had 


*8o  farftM  Mr.  Jtwc\u'8  miDe  in  coneeroed.  tbU  Deeds  a  flight  correction.  Traders  were  at  MlWraih 
1mm  mr\j  u  176:2 ;  and,  tJbonX  1816,  Jaoqum  Vb40x,  who  had  been  preceded  hj  one  LArROMBOiSBaajl 
J.  B.  Bbaubiem.  eoramenoed  wintering  there  m  a  trader,  and  it  wai  not  till  1818.  that  Solomon  JuinaV 
Wtnt  there,  erected  a  permanent  dwelling,  and  on  the  14th  of  Sefripmber  In  that  year  heeemo  the  OHir 
■etUer  of  the  pfaMa.  Set  Hon.  M  L.  H\btiji  b  Hi«torical  Addreae  before  the  Wis  Hint  Sockri^ 
vol.  1,  p.  $6, 13i,  of  the  Soeietjr'a  CoUectiona.  In  a  formnr  note,  referenoe  wm  had  to  the  r«mlbt 
WtoMBila  JNttltntnt)  Bveb  m  it  was,'  at  Lb  Folnte,  Lake  Superior.  !«;  O.  DU^  *  * 
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aooideotaHy  h%eik  brought  there  at  an  early  day,  but  her  history, 
however,  I  do  not  now  recollect.  There  were  at  Gi*een  Bay  acme 
forty  or  fifty  Oanadians  of  French  extraction  who  pretended  to 
cultivate  the  aoil ;  bat  they  were  generally  old  worn  oat  vaya* 
gm»t$  or  boatmen,  who  having  become  nofit  for  the  hardships  of 
the  Indian  trade,  had  taken  wives  generally  of  the  Menomonee 
tribe,  and  settled  down  on  a  piece  of  land.  As  the  land  did  not 
coet  anything,  all.  they  had  to  do  was,  to  take  up  a  piece  not 
claimed  by  any  other  person,  and  fence  and  cultivate  it.  But 
they  had  generally  been  so  long  in  the  Indian  trade  that  they  had^ 
to  a  great  extent,  lost  the  little  knowledge  they  had  acquired  of 
farming  in  Canada,  so  that  they  were  poor  cnltivators  of  tie  8oiI| 
although  they  raised  considerable  wheat,  barley,  peas,  &c.  Green 
Bay  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Indiana,  of  which 
the  seat  of  government  was  at  Yincennes,  which  was  also  the 
countfT  town  of  the  county  to  which  Green  Bay  was  attached — 
between  four  and  five  hundred  miles  distant  by  the  tedious  and 
circuitous  route  of  that  day. 

There  was  an  old  Frenchman  at  Green  Bay  of  the  name  of 
Ghables  Rbauhb,  who  could  read  and  write  a  little,  that  acted  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  had  been  commissioned  under  George 
ni,  when  Great  Britain  held  jurisdiction  over  the  country,  and 
after  it  was  givcu  up  to  the  American  Government  and  attached 
to  Indiana,  he  had  been  commissioned  by  Governor  IIabrison,* 
and  being  thus  doubly  armed  with  commissions,  he-  acted  under 
either,  as  ho  found  most  convenient.  The  la^s  under  whicli  he 
acted  were  those  of  Paris  f  and  the  customs  of  the  Indian  traders 
of  QreoQ  Bay.    Ho  was  very  arbitrary  in  his  decisions. 

The  county  seat  was  so  distant  and  difficult  of  access,  that  it  a 


•  Belbf*  Jadg«  Lockwood's  nArratire  came  to  hand,  Col.  EBsnzBR  Cuilps,  who  knew  Judge  RB«oiai 
#•11,  infonof  d  the  writer  of  Hib  note,  that  Riavm  reeeWed  hU  commiMlon  u  Joattee  from  Got.  B4»> 
maffOm/A  IndUm*  Tteritoiy,  which  wae  probejblj  not  long  after  the  organization  of  that  Torritorj  in  1801, 
ftroBi  which  till  1818,  Gen.  HaMuaov  eontinued  nnintermpiedlj  itj  Uoremor.  L.  C.  D. 

^TlM  eode  Oniteaw  de  Pmrit,  the  law  of  Franer,  which  gorened  Canada,  and  all  the  territory  of  the 
VrillkWlwhltowndtrtheVkMeh'lMdaloiL  UiUlk 
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perv>n  felt  himself  aggrieved,  he  preferred  Bafferin^  injnstiee  to 
going  Vj  the  expense  of  an  appeal ;  s-^  that,  praetieallT,  RbaukA 
court  was  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  conntnr.  He  took  care  not 
to  decide  against  any  of  the  traders  who  were  able  to  bear  the  ex* 
peoBe  of  an  appeal ;  in  fact  the  traders  made  nse  of  him  to  hold 
their  men  in  bubjection,  bat  nerer  submitted  to  him  any  difflcaltf 
between  themrelTes.  The^e  were  left  to  the  arbitration  of  other 
traders.  Ic  was  said  of  him,  that  a  bottle  of  spirits  was  tlie  beat 
witness  that  e-.'nld  be  introduced  into  his  court,  and  that  after  the 
decisi'.'n  of  a  case,  the  losing  party  producing  the  above  witnesay 
has  been  granted  a  new  trii^l  or  rehearing*  and  a  reTaraal  of  the 
former  decision  obtaiae  J.  F-^r  misdemeanor  he  sentenced  the  col- 
prit  to  labor  a  certain  number  of  days  on  his  farm,  or  cut  and  split 
a  certain  number  uf  rails  fur  him.  I  have  read  the  narratiTO  of 
James  W.  Bidddle,  of  Pittsburgh,  whom  I  knew  at  the  time,  and 
the  anecd'^tes  related  by  him  of  Judge  Beaitms  were  cnrreot  at 
that  day,  together  with  many  others  that  would  not  look  well  in. 
print. 

During  my  stay  at  Green  Bay  waiting  the  arrival  of  my  em- 
ployers, one  of  their  "engagees*'  or  boatmen  had  left  their  employ 
and  engaged  himself  to  an  American  concerned  in  sutling  for  die' 
troops,  and  I  went  to  Judge  Reaume,  stating  the  case  to  him, 
asked  him  what  the  law  was  on  that  subject,  and  what  could  be 
done.  He  answered  me  in  his  broken  English  :  "  PU — make — 
de — man — ffo — hack— to — his — duty.^  "But,**  I  again  asked, 
"what  is  the  law  on  the  subject?"  He  answered,  "rfi« — lav) — •# 
— PU — make — de— -man— go— back — to— his — duty.^  I  reiterar 
ted  my  inquiry,  ^'  Judge  Reaumb,  is  there  no  law  on  thi.*  subjeotf* 
He  replied,  with  a  feeling  of  conscious  dignity,  "  We — ars 
— accustomed — to—mak^ — de — rn^en — go — hade — to — their — bout' 
geois^  Finding  Judge  Bbaumb  had  no  law  except  hia  own  pre* 
cedents  and  the  customs  of  Green  Bay,  and  not  believing  thai 
American  citizens  would  submit  to,  and  obey  the  process  of  hia 
old  jack-knife,  or  the  customs  of  the  Green  Bay  Indiaa  ^^r^MTLii. 
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I  jconcladed  to  leare  the  matter  until  the  arrival  of  my  employers,. 
aod  let  them  proceed  before  Judge  Ruaume,  if  they  thought 
proper.  * 

The  Indian  trade  carried  on  at  that  day  for  the  Mississippi  and 
ICisaouri  and  their  tributaries,  was  from  Mackiaaw.    Until  1818|, 
gDoda  came  mostly  from  Montreal,  iu  batteaux  or  cauo^^s,  mostlj. 
bj  the  Mackinaw,  or  its  successor,  the  S  lutb  West  Company,  or 
bj  tome  private  traders.    But  early  in  i  81i>,  Mr.  Astor  purchased: 
out  the  interest  of  the  South  West  Company  at  Mackinaw  audita, 
dependences,  and  in  August,  of  that  year,  Ramsay  Ckooks,  as  al* 
'  ready  mentioned,  went  to  Mackinaw  as  agent  for  Mr.  Astob,  to 
complete  the  arrangements.     In  the  spring  IS  16,  the  goods  of 
the  American  Fur  Company  were  imported  to  NewTojk,  and 
thence  brou|j;ht  by  way  of.  the  Lakes  to  Mackinaw.      During 


*  Of  Jodge  Bbaume,  wa  have  learned  soms  addltloiml  facts  from  lion.  ^OLOHoir  JmfCiu,  and  witk 
ulteiaw  to  \l»  dMih  and  burial,  firom  P.  O.  GiuoBroic,  tbxough  Hon.  H.  8.  B  vut,  and  aim  from  CoL 
a.  CauPt.    Uo  was  bora  about  the  j«ar  1752,  at  La  Pralrlv,  ooarlj  oppoislU  of  Montreal,  of  a  promt' 
BMit  and  respectable  (kmily.    As  mentioned  In  a  no*e  to  tho  Iftt  vol.  of  the  Wis  Ulst.  Soc.  Colls.,  w 
mHj  flcU  bim  al  Bvtrolt*  and  in  tbe  serrlee  of  the  British  Indisn  department,  as  a  captain,  and  wM . 
among  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  giillant  Col.  Qkokqb  hooutt  Clasu  at  tbe  capture  of  Yincennee,  ia . 
Vebniary,  1770,  and  taking  the  oath  ot  neutralitj,  was  permitted  to  return  to  Detroi  .    In  1790,  ha' 
■tlilMt  si  Grsan  Baj,  aad  appears  to  hare  t>een,  in  a  small  way,  and  a  part  of  the  time,  engaged  in  tb« 
Indian  trade.    Ills  first  commlnlon  of  Justice  of  t^e  Peaco  he  probably  dorlTed  from  the  British 
anlfcsiitiea  at  Detroit,  belbre  the  surrender  of  that  post  to  tba  American  goivemmeat  in  1796,  and  p0 
■«l»«qakntlj  reoeiT«!d  a  similar  eommlsslon  fh>m  Qot.  Uarriso.i  of  the  Indiana  Territory.    In  181C 
'17,  he  made  his  home  with  John  Laws  at  Green  Bay;  and,  in  1818,  he  was  appointed  by  Got. 
\ti  IHehigan  Territory,  ontiof  the  Asaoclate  Justice!  of  the  court  fbr  Brown  county,  and  the  wuam 
r«  1m  lamoTod  tu  Uttle  Kaukalln,  about  tea  miles  aboTo  Oreeu  Bay,  and  there  sold  liquor  to  tba 
Indians,  not  unlrequently  drinking  freely  with  them,  and  sharing  in  their  frajs,  as  well  as  In  blaok- 
Mpi  ey«a  and  bruiiiea.    There  ho  died  alono,  in  the  spring  of  1822,  for  he  « as  found  dead  in  hia  oaUn. 
H*  ms  abont  seven^  yvats  of  age.    His  friends  at  Green  Bay  Lad  his  remains  couToyed  there,  and 
boxiad  in  tho  old  Catholic  barial  place,  which  was  in  the|^resent  plat  of  Astor;  but  tho  bodies  interrad 
<  wete  mibeequfiatly  remored  to  the  pn^sent^rying  ground.    No  tablet  marks  his  grave.    Ha  wii . 
married. 
In  this  Tolame  and  its  predecessor,  screral  anecdotes  illustrating  Judge  Rbaumb's  primitive  mode  of 
Inlsttriog  Justice,  hare  b»cn  glren;  to  which  wo  add  the  following,  from  tho  interesting  work  of 
KiMU:    "Thfia  wasan  old  Fienchmsn  at  'tho  Bay,'  named  Rxaumi,  ezcessivoly  ignorant  and 
fnqiing,  although  otherwise  tolerably  good-naturtd.    Tbii*  man  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
TWo  men  oooe  appeared  betora  bfaa,  the  one  as  plaintiff,  the  other  as  defendant.    The  Justice  li»1«aed 
to  tha  oamplalat  of  the  one,  and  the^defttnce  of  tbe  other;  then  rising,  with  dignity,  he  pro- 
his  decii^ion :    '  Tou  are  both  wrong.    You,  Boia-vuT,*  to  tho  plaintiff,  *  you  bring  me  one 
IMiCf  bay;  and  yon,  Ouly,*  to  tha  deftodant,  'you  bring  me  one  load  of  wood;  aad  now  the  matl«  - 
k  aatUed.*    It  does  not  appear  that  any  exoeptions  were  taken  to  this  Tcrdict*'  L.  0.  D. 
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that  spring,  seyeral  Montreal  traders  arriving  at  Mackinaw 
Indian  g(M>ds,  probably  not  aware  of  the  law  of  Congress  prohib^ 
iting  British  subjects  from  tradinu^  within  the  American  territories^ 
now  took  advantage  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasnrj, 
and  sent  their  goods  into  the  Indian  conntry,  under  the  noannal 
direction  of  a  hired  Amencan  clerk,  to  whom  the  goods  wers 
invoiced,  and  who  took  the  license  in  his  name,  and  gave  proper 
bonds  with  security  to  the  traders  who  owned  them^  who  went 
along,  ostensibly  as  interpreters,  until  the  boat  passed  all  the  Am&f^ 
ieau  forts  and  agencies,  when  they  assumed  the  ownership,  and 
proceeded  as  usual  in  their  business — these  clerks'  bonds  were 
considerad  as  a  mere  formality  to  evade  the  law,  and  were  worth 
so  much  brown  paper,  and  no  more. 

In  the  spring  of  1817,  the  Amencan  Fur  Company  bron^t  a 
large  number  of  American  clerks  frorn  Montreal  and  the  United 
Srates,  some  of  whom  made  g»od  Indian  traders  and  are  yet  in 
the  country,  but  nearly  one  half  of  them  were  found  not  qualified 
for  the  buniness,  and  in  the  following  spring  many  of  them  were 
diechHrged  from  Mackiuaw,  which  was  then  the  grand  depot  of 
the  Indian  trade. 

The  American  Fur  Company,  as  had  been  the  practice  of  tta 
Mrickinaw  and  South  AVest  companies,  made  their  outfits  toLiike 
Superior,  to  the  Missisbiftpi,  the  head  of  St.  Peters,  and  the  TMi^ 
Bonri.  The  boats  fur  the  Missitsippi  and  Missi>uri  trade  passed 
through  the  north  end  of  L^ke  Michigan  from  Mackinaw,  thenea 
throngli  Qreon  B^y  to  the  settlement  of  that  name ;  thence  up 
the  Fox  River  to  the  Little  Kaiikalin,  where  they  made  a  portaig^ 
of  ab'  'lit  three  fourths  of  a  nale.  Auolstin  GirioNoiff  had  a  trading 
house  at  this  point,  and  kept  teams  to  transport  the  goods  and 
furs,  (the  men  taking  the  boats  empty  up  or  down  the  rapida,  aS. 
the  caso  might  bi)  for  which  he  charged  about  twenty  cents  per 
100  pounds.  Tiie  boats  then  proceeded  to  Orahd  Chute,  wher#^ 
the  tnen  made  another  portage  of  the  g»ods  or  ftirs,  and  passed 
the  boat  over  the  Grand  Chute  empty.    Thence  thej  prQcee4t9 


•  :9  * 
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to  tbe  rapids  »t  the  lower  end  of  Winnebago  Lakef  where  tbej 
Atoallj  miide  half  loads  over  tbe  rapids  into  the  lake.  Thence 
thej  proceeded  upward  to  where  the  Fox  river  enters  the  lake, 
thence  up  Fox  river  through  Puckawa  Lake,  and  Lac  de  Boeuf, 
or  Buffalo  L^lie,  and  some  smaller  lakes  to  the  Portage  of  Wiscon- 
sin, where  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rot  resided,  who  kept  teams 
fnd  hauled  goods,  furs  and  boats  across  the  Portage  of  one  and 
one  fourth  miles  frum  the  Foz  to  the  WiMCOusin  river,  for  which  he 
charged  forty  cents  per  100  pouuds,  and  ten  dollars  for  each  boat 

The  boats  then  went  down  the  Wisconsin  to  its  month,  and 
thence  up  tbe  Mississippi*  abont  three  miles  to  Prairie  du  Chien  ; 
the  traders  of  the  Lower  Mies'ssippi  and  Missouri  never  ^oing 
down  without  a  8h'»rt  stop  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  thej  gener- 
ally spent  some  days  in  conviviality,  dinners,  dancing,  &c.  Tra- 
dition says  that  many  years  since,  when  there  were  many  winter- 
ing traders  in  both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi,  it  was  the 
custom  of  every  trader  visitin^i:  Prdirie  du  Ohien,  to  have  in  storea 
keg  of  eight  or  nine  gallons  of- good  wine  for  convivial  purposes 
when  they  should  again  meet  in  the  spring,  on  which  occasions  they 
would  havi)  great  dinner  parties,  and,  as  is  the  English  custom, 
drink  largely.  But  when  I  came  into  the  country,  there  were  but 
few  bf  the  old  traders  remaining,  and  tbe  storing  of  wine  at  Prai- 
rie du  Ohien  had  become  almost  obsolete,  although  the  traders 
were  then  well  supplied  with  wine,  and  that  of  the  best  kind,  of 
w'hich  they  mad6  very  free  use.  It  was  then  thongbt  that  a  clerk 
in  charge  of  an  outiit  must  have  his  keg  of  wine,  but  after  the 
American  Fur  Company  g  it  fairly  initiated  into  the  tn«de,  they 
abolished  the  custpm  of  furnishing  their  clerks  with  this  luxury  at 
at  the  expense  of  the  outfit.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  Indian 
trade  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  and   their  tributariiS  was 

•learned  on  IVom  Mackinaw  as  tbe  grand  depot  of  the  trade  of  the 

iKofth-West. 

'     Tlie  traders  and  their  clerks  were  then  the  aristocracy  of  the 
ebtintry  ;  and  to  a  Yankee  at  lirst  sight,  presented  a  siugularstate 
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of  societj.  To  see  gentlemen  selecting  wives  of  the  nut-brown 
native?,  and'  raising  children  of  mixed  blood,  the  trader!  end 
clerks  living  in  as  much  Inxary  as  the  resources  of  the  country 
wonid  admit,  and  the  engagees  or  boatmen  living  npon  soup  made 
of  hulled  corn  with  barely  tallow  enough  to  season  it,  devoid  of 
salt,  unless  they  purchased  it  themselves  at  a  high  price — all  thfs 
to  an  ATnerican  was  a  novel  mode  of  living,  and  appeared  to  be 
hard  fare  ;  but  to  a  person  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  life  of 
the  Canadian  ])ea8Hntry,  it  wuuld  not  look  so  much  out  of  the  way, 
as  they  live  mostly  on  pea  soup,  seasoned  with  a  piece  of  pork 
boiled  down  to  grease ;  seldom  eating  pork  except  in  the  form  of 
.  grease  that  seasons  their  eoup.  With  ih\%  soup,  and  a  piece  of 
coarse  bread,  their  meals  were  made  ;  hence  the  change  from  pea 
fioup  to  corn  is  not  so  great,  or  the  fare  much  worse  than  that 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to,  as  the  corn  is  more  substan- 
tial than  peas,  not  being  so  flatulent.  Theee  men  engaged  in 
C^iiiada  generally  for  five  years  f^r  Mackinaw  and  its  dependen- 
cies, transferable  like  cattle  to  any  one  who  wanted  them,  at  gen- 
erally about  50i)  livres  a  year,  or  in  our  currency,  abont  $83  33  ; 
furnished  with  a  yearly  equipment  or  outfit  of  two  cotton  shirts, 
one  thiee  point  or  triangular  blanket,  a  portage  collar,  and  one 
pair  of  beef  ehoe^;  being  obliged,  in  the  Indian  country,  to  pur- 
chase their  moccasins,  tobacco,  pipes,  and  other  neceeaariee,  at 
the  price  the  trader  saw  fit  to  charge  for  them.  Generally  at  the 
end  of  five  years,  these  poor  voyag  urs  were  in  debt  trom  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  doll ari^,.  and  could  not  leave  the  country 
nntil  they  had  paid  their  indebtedness;  and  the  policy  of  the 
traders  was,  to  keep  as  mai^y  of  them  in  the  country  as  they  could  ; 
and  to  tliis  end  they  allowed  and  encouraged  their  engageesX/ctfgb^ 
in  debt  daring  the  five  years,  which  of  necessity  required  them 
to  remain. 

These  new  hands  were  by  the  old  vayageurs  called  in  deriaum, 

mangeurs  de  lard^-pork-eaters — as  on  leaving  Montreaf,  and  on 

•the  route  to  Mackinaw,  they  were  fed  on  pork,  hard  bread,  and 

pea^aoup,  while  the  old  voyageara  in  the  Indian  country  ate  com- 
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ionp,  and  Booh  other  food  as  could  conyeniently  be  procured.* 
These  mamg^Ufrs  de  lard  were  brought  at  considerable  expense  and 
troable  from  Montreal  and  other  parts  of  Canada,  freqnentlj  de* 
sertiog  after  tbey  had  received  some  advance  in  money  and  their 
equipment.  Hence  it  was  the  object  of  the  traders  to  keep  as 
many  of  the  old  voyctgeurs  in  the  country  as  they  could,  and  they 
generally  permitted  the  mangev/rs  de  lard  to  get  largely  in  debt, 
as  they  could  not  leave  the  country  and  get  back  into  Canada, 
except  by  the  return  boats  or  canoes  which  brought  the  goods, 
and  tbey  would  not  take  them  back  if  they  were  in  debt  any- 
where in  the  country,  which  could  bo  easily  ascertained  from  the 
traders  at  Mackinaw.  But  if  a  man  was  prudent  enough  to  save 
his  wages,  he  could  obtain  passage,  as  be  was  no  longer  want- 
ed in  the  country. 

The  engagements  of  the  men  at  Montreal  were  made  in  the 
strongest  language  ;  they  bound  themselves  not  to  leave  the  duties 
assigned  them  by  their  employers  or  assigns  either  by  day  or  night, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  wages;  to  take  charge  of  and 
safely  keep  the  property  put  into  their  trust,  and  to  give  notice  of 
any  portending  evil  against  their  employers  or  their  interests  that 
should  come  to  their  knowledge.  It  was  the  practice  of  the  tra- 
ders, when  anything  was  stolen  from  the  goods  during  the  voyoge, 
whether  on  the  boat  or  on  shore,  to  charge  the  boat's  crew  with 
a  good  round  price  for  it,  and  if  anything  not  indispensable  was 
accidentally  left  on  shore  at  the  encampment,  they  did  not  return 
for  it,  but  charged  it  to  the  crew,  as  it  was  uuderatood  to  be  their 
duty,  not  the  employer's,  to  see  that  every  thing  was  on  board  the 
boat.  These  people  in  the  Indian  country  became  inured  to  great 
hardships  and  privations,  and  prided  themselves  upon  the  distance 
they  could  travel  per  day,  and  the  small  quantity  of  provisions 
they  could  sub^st  on  while  traveling,  and  the  number  of  days 
they  eould  go  without  food.     They  are  very  easily  governed  by 
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a  person  who  nnderstenda  eoraething  of  tlieir  natare  and  di^HMi- 

1  • 

tion,  bat  their  bargeois  or  employer  most  be  what  tbej  considara 
gentleman,  or  superior  to  themselTes,  as  they  nerer  feel  mnch  re- 
spect for  a  man  who  has,  from  an  en/fogee^  risen  to  the  rank  of  a 
derk. 

The  traders  in  this  country,  at  the  time  I  came  into  it,  were  a 
singular  compound ;  they  were  honest  so  far  as  they  gave  thetr 
word  of  honor  to  be  relied  upon;  and,  in  their  business  transac- 
tions between  themselves,  seldom  gave  or  took  notes  for  balances 
or  assumptions.  It  rarely  happened  that  one  of  them  was  found 
who  did  not  fulfill  his  promises ;  but  when  trading  m  the  Indian 
country,  any  advantage  that  could  be  taken  of  each  other  in  a 
transaction,  was  not  only  considered  lawful — such  as  trading  each 
other's  credit — hut  an  indication  of  tact  and  cleverness  in  busi- 
ness. Two  traders  having  spent  the  winter  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, and  thus  taken  every  advantage  they  could  of  each  otbefi 
would  meet  in  the  spring  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  amicably  settle 
all  difflculties  over  a  glass  of  wine. 

There  was  not,  at  the  time  I  came  to  Prairie  du  Ohien,  any  In. 
dian  corn  raised  there.  The  traders  for  the  Upper  Mi^^sissippi, 
bad  to  send  down,  for  their  corn  which  they  used,  to  the  Banks 
and  the  Foxes  at  Rock  Island,  and  trade  with  them  for  it  It  is 
'believed  that  the  liist  field  of  corn  raised  at  Prairie  du  Chieo  waa 
by  Thomas  McNair,  an  Atnerican,  who  had  married  a  French  girl 
and  settled  down  to  farming. 

The  farmers  of  Prairie  du  Chien  appeared  to  be  a  more  thrifty 
and  industrious  people  than  those  of  Green  Bay ;  they  raised  a 
large  quantity  of  small  grain,  such  as  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas^ 
and  also  some  potatoes  and  onions.  Every  two  or  three  farmers 
united  and  had  a  horse  flouring-mill — the  stones  being  cot  from 
the  granite  rock  found  in  the  country.  There  ftey  gnmnd  their 
wheat^and  sifted  the  flour  by  hand.  The  surplus  flour  was  sold  to  the 
Indian  traders  for  goods,  or  exchanged  with  the  Indiana  for  veni- 
son, ducks,  and  geese,  or  dressed  deer-skins^  as  there  was  no  moA* 
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0j  in  circniation  in  the  conntrj.    Any  pnrchase  made  was  paya- 
ble in  goods  from  the  traders  or  flour  from  the  inhabitatits. 

The  manner  in  which  the  traders  dealt  with  the  farmers  was 

this ;  to  let  the  farmer  set  his  price  on  anything  That  he  had  to 

•elly  without  grumbling  or  saying  anything  about  its  being  higli, 

as  it  wa»  payable  in  goods  ;  the  trader  charging  his  price  for  tiie 

goods — 80  each  }>arty  got  al)  he  asked,  and  neither  had  cause  for 

oomplaint,  but  of  course  the  trader  was  not  the  looser  by  tb^ 

transaction.     Mr.  Michafl  Bribbois  related  to  me  a  transaction 

which  took  place  between  himself  and  a  fanner  by  the  name  of 

PiKBRR  Labivirbb.    This  Labivibrr  was  ambitinu!)  to  pass  with 

his  neighbors  for  the  best  farmer  in  the  country,  and  went  to  Mr. 

Bbisbois  to  see  what  he  was  pacing  for  fl'ur.  which  I  think  was 

then  six  dollars  per  100  lbs  ;  but  Lariyibbb  desirous  of  the  oppor^ 

tnni'ty  of  boasting  to  his  neighbors  that  he  had  gotten  n»ore  for 

his  flour  than  they  did,  expressed  a  wi^h  that  Mr.  BRiSBf»is  would 

pay  him  more  than  the  market  value  for  his  fluur,  whicii  Mr, 

BstSBois  told  him  him  he  could  not  do.     "  Oh,''  said  Mr.  Lari- 

TiKRK,  "you  can  mnke  it  up  by  charging  more  for  the  goods  with 

which  you  pay  me;"  and  so  they  closed  the  bargain,  not  to  Mr^ 

Bbisbois  loss.     The  prices  compared  somewhat  like  this :     When 

flour  was  worth  $S,00  per  K'O  lbs.,  hyson  or  young  hx  son  tea 

was  worth  $8,00  per  pound;  if  fl -ur  was  worth  only  $8,o0,  tea 

would  remain  the  same  price,  when  the  farmer  got  $9,m()  per  bush* 

el  for  oniotis,  and  $1,00  per  dozen  for  oggs,  he  paid  the  ahove 

price  for  tea.    The  women  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  mostly  dntighters 

of  the  Indian  traders,  had  been  raised  in  the  habit  of  drinking  a 

grest  deal  of  tea  in  the  In<iian  country,  where  other  beverage  for 

children  could  not  be  procured,  and  it  thus  became  from  long 

habit  with  them  almost  a  necessary  of  life,  and  they  would  make 

any  8acriti(5e  to  obtain  their  favorite  bevei  pge.     When  e^r^-  wt^re 

worth  $1,(H)  per  dozeiu  rosin  soap  was  worth  $l,t'0  )ier  pound,  and 

tsAioij  that  at  this  date,  would  be  sold  at  Prairie  dn  Chien  from  20 

to  25  cts.  per  yard,  was  then  sold  at  $3,00  per  yard  ;  clay  pipes  at 

16 


40  CSL  eac^  &iid  cucunoc  tobacco  u;  &bo£;t  S^OO  per  pound.  So 
nragh  &jZT  wfta  zukie  &t  PnLrle  ^i:i  Calen  a;  tkla  time«  thai  im 
ISO  J'OSErH  Bjixm:  coLtrac:e  i  "srliji  ic  GoTemzicnt  for  supplj- 
iay  the  two  c»?ppa:;  es  cf  :r::5  a:  F:»r:  Crnrrord  w:di  it,  thej 
pfefcrrlnz  riie  oarse  S:::r  ::'  :ic  Pr:.:r:e  -R-Lioh  was  sweet,  to  the 
fine  fi.-ar  traLSj-ortei  in  keel-hrits  :n  the  l3L  j  voyage  from  Pitts- 
lnr]gb,  -^rhlch  'xoald  be  M'ur  cr.  its  ri.riva!. 

Prairie  -i  Ciien  :»  ^'c-er^ll/  s^  ..^r^jn  ■:  d»  ai-  oM  settled  town. 
Ills  lr-t>  :1a:  tLe  lLdiir.5  inli-'ittd  I:  iiiar.v  vtirs  since;  and 
aboct  the  j-jir  IToT  iLe  FroacL  ti:  .oiishei  a  traiing  post  there, 
and  bail:  h  stockade  iro^Li  ilc^r  L  .i-idi::^?  lo  pr.teot  them  froni. 
the  iLdians,  and  troia  tLa:  Jav  u::::.  :i  icw  vears siiiCi:-  i:  continued 
to  be  a  trading  ULd  militarj-  j  ?".  Mii  •:  .?:\isi«  riaiiy  a  worn  out 
voyayevr  got  n-anied.  and  sc::!*.  .^  I.  wl  n  &  j  iece  ..  i  land.  But 
what  adva::tsgei  ^vere  tLese-  oli  ::i'iirg  posts  to  the  settlement 
and  derelopement  c:'  the  countr — such  as  Dotrc'It,  Kaskaakia, 
Cahokia,  Vinceaces,S:.  Loaic  anJ  S:.  Charges?  All  thes«  placee 
remained  stationary  for  inany  year.".  ;i:i::l  the  Americans  emigra^^ 
ted  to  them,  and  took  hold  of  thc-i::  ^vith  their  enterprise,  when 
they  at  once  improved,  and  mo9t  o:  them  became  places  of  bnai- 
nesa  and  importance. 

Indian  traders,  as  a  class,  ]>  sie«b  !. '  cnte  prise,  at  It^aat  noiit 
that  is  of  any  advantage  to  the  settlement  aud  improTement  of 
a  country.  They  are  enterprising  ia  going  into  the  unexplored 
Indian  country  to  traffic,  and  coiicct  furs  and  peltries;  but 
I  have  never  seen  a  man  who  made  money  in  the  Indian  trade, 
apply  it  to  the  ordinary  improvemen:s  that  fuster  aud  encoaraga 
the  growth  of  a  country — they  have  made  money  in  a  certaut 
routine  of  business,  with  which  they  are  acquainted,  and  fear  to 
invest  it  in  some  other  business  with  which  they  are  not  fiamiliff^ 
Such  has  been  the  case  with  Prairie  du  Ghien,  so  long  noted  aa  a 
trading  post  and  garrison. 

The  land  about  Prairie  du  Chieu  was  not  purchased  from  At 
iBdians ;  and  none  anrrejed,  except  the  private  daima  on  tti 
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Prairie,  for  many  yeafs  after  the  Government  took  ])OSBe88ion  of 
it  as  a  military  post.    There  were  not,  until  1835,  ar«y  Americana  , 
that  emigrated  to  the  Prairie  for  settlement ;  and  even  then,  as  the 
coantry  about  was  not  in  market,  very  lew  came, 

In  the  winter  of  1S18-'19,  Illiuoi^i  was  admitted  ub  a  Siaiu  into 
the  Union,  and  all  that  part  of  the  courtry  formerly  belonyiijg  to 
the  territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinv>id  was  altaehed  tu  Michigan, 
then  under  the  governorship  of  (ion.  Lewis  Cas;*.  Iu  the  spring 
of  1819,  he  set  off  tho  county  of  Brown,  including  all  the  country 
East  of  a  North  and  South  line  running  through  the  Portage  of 
Wisconsin  to  the  Illinois  line  ;  and  at  the  siinie  time,  set  off  the 
oonnty  of  Crawford,  including  all  the  country  West  and  South  of 
theaforesaid  line  to  the  Missouri  line,  including  what  is  now  the 
State  of  Iowa  and  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

Governor  Oass  sent  blank  commissions  for  the  different  officers 
of  the  couuiies,  to  be  filled  np  by  the  inhabitants.  These  had 
been  tent  by  Lieut  Ool.  Lsavenwobtu,  then  on  his  way,  with  the 
Fifth  Begioient  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  occupy  Forts  Crawford  and 
Armstrong,  and  to  build  a  fort  at  the  month  of  St.  Peters.  Nion- 
ohMM  BoiLVDf,  £sq.,  was  appointed  to  administer  the  oath  to  the 
officers  of  Crawford  coanty.  Two  ^companies  of  the  regiment  '• 
were  aent  to  Fort  Armstrong,  Rock  Island,  under  command  of ' 
Brevet  Major  Mastik,  and  two  companies  to  Fort  Crawford  nnder 
Major  MdULBNBKRG.  Shortly  after  receiving  the  blank  commis- 
sionsi  the  principal  inhabitants  assembled  at  tlie  house  of  Nicho- 
las BoiLviN,  Esq.y  and  then  the' difficulty  was  to  find  persona 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  business  to  fiU'the  offices  and  per* 
form  the  duties.  Finally  John  W.  Johnsoh,  the  U.  S.  tac|or,  was 
selected  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Coart.  I  was  solici* 
ted  to  take  the  office  of  Associate  Justice,  or  Judge  of  Probate,  '■  > 
bat  being  then  young,  and  appearing  much  younger  than  I  really 
was,  and  knowing  very  little  about  the  proceedings  of  courts,  and 
thuriring  that  I  had  neither  the  practice  aor  dignity  to  hold  a  ju- 
dicial office,  and  that  I  should  probably  make  myself  ridiculous, 
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I  deci:-ei  either  of  the  jii-igeshlps,  b^t  accepted  the  office  of  SuMr 
tree  of  tie  Pea.:e.  I  *■  aJ  n  :•:  then  decided  to  make  Prmirie  da 
Cbrea  r  t  fz'zre  ho::.e,  haviriirLMhcr:"  5L»eat  mv  vintera  near  the 
he«d  f'f  S\  Pe*erd  rive-,  in  the  Indian  trade :  bat  in  the  fiill  of 
18.9  I  ro-ik  up  mj  itnr.&r.en:  retridence  at  Prairie  do  CbieiL 

Jobs  W.  Johivsos  was  a  man  of  g>:d  seise  and  jadgmeDt,  but 
had  ff...Ti  'j::::e  a  j'-'^i:-?  ma'j  1  rl  J  ti.e  aj-p-vntme-t  of  U.  S.  factor, 
and  reride-i  ia  iSc  Indian  c»a'.ty  where  he  could  oStaia  but  little 
ku'^wled^'v:  of  thtf  i'T**C':**d'"-z^  vf  c  u-r?  -.r  the  ordioa'-v  transao* 
tioni  of  c'.r.Wz^l  life,  Th-  c  Tniiiss'or.s  of  Ass  ciate  Justices 
werefii?»rd  r:p  vitb  the  naTies  of  Micjafl  Brisb»»is*  and  FuiLScm 
BoGTHiLUre.  bo»h  of  wln-m  from  r'^-.li'-vi  had  been  in  the  Indian 
cou'jtrj  ar-d  ••a'l  very  l;:i"e«»p[.'^rt'.::iiV  of  witiiedsing proceedings 
at  cf^urts.  WiLTEED  OwL>-«  was  a;  poiiittd  Judge  of  Probate, 
and  NicriMLAS  Ralvis  an  i  John  W.  Johx^ox  and  mvself  Jasticea 
of  the  Ptraot;;  JodN  S.  FixDLET  clerk  of  the  Cmrt;  JoaxP.Oam 
B4:gitU;r  of  Probate,  which  al^o  iiiclnded  the  reordit^g  of  deeda, 
and  TiKiM AS  McN  aib  was  ap|.x>inTed  Sheriff.  It  should  be  remom* 
bered,  tlmt  all  the?e  otBcera  had  to  inter  npou  the  duties  of  their 
sertrral  ^'fficec  without  ftirma  to  refer  Vj  or  precedents  of  proceed- 
ings, and  it  can  astonish  iio  )>er8'*n  that  the  records  nf  that  day 
are  wirhout  uinch  furrn.  Such  was  the  or;pranization  of  the  county 
of  Crawfiird,  and  I  think  that  the  materials  iu  Browu  were  not 
much  berter,  although  beveral  Americans  by  that  lime  hadsettled 
at  Green  Bay. 

At  the  se-Bion  of  Congress  of  18  9 — '2^,  an  act  was  passed  to 
take  testim  iuy  relanvc  ti  the  private  land  cfuims  at  Sank  St 
HnryA,  Mackinaw.  O'ven  Bay  and  Prairie  dn  Ch'en,  that  were 
reset ved  to ontjt^c^s  -^f  the  BnMsh  g*)vernment  nndcr  J/iy*B Treaty; 
and  in  the  fall  of  1^20,  c>>mrnit«8i<pn('r8  were  dispatched  to  the 
different  pTa«-eti  to  take  tesnni.iny.  A  Mr.^  Lkk  came  to  Piairia 
dn  Chit  n.     The  in«>sf  of  tlHH«*  claims  at  Prairie  du  Chien  were 
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found  to  come  under  Jay's  Treaty,  but  there  were  several  that 
wanted  a  year  or  more  of  coming  under  it.  These  facts  being 
reported  to  Congress,  they  at  a  subsequent  session  passed  an  act 
giving  to  eyei*y  settler  who  wa^  in  posse^^sion  of  land  at  the  date 
of  the  declarationof  war  in  1812  against  Great  Britain,  and  who  had 
continued  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  IT.  S.,  tho  lands  he  claimed* 
It  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  the  Bi  itish  took  Miackinaw  and  sub- 
jected its  dependencies  to  their  government,  ipcluding  all  the  afore 
named  places,  and  the  most  part  of  these  claimants  were  ignorant 
Canadians  and  supposed  themselves  British  subjects,  not  aware 
that  if  they  did  not  within  a  year  choose,  as  stipulated  in  the 
treaty,  to  continue  British  subjects,  they  became  American  citi- 
Eens;  and  when  the  Britisli  government  took  military  possession 
of  the  country  during  the  war  of  1812— M5,  the  military  officers 
in  command  considered  them  as  British  subjects,  and  ordered 
them  to  do  milit^iry  duty  as  militia.  They  were  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  feeling  tha  tthey  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  Unired  States, 
took  up  arms  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  British  officers* 
There  were  some  among  them  intelligent  enough  to  know  their 
position,  but  had  they  claimed  to  be  American  citizens  and  re- 
fused to  take  up  arms,  surrounded  as  they  were  by  hostile  Indi- 
ans, they  would  not  have  been  safe — especially  as  the  British 
officers  did  not  believe  in  a  British  subject  expatriating  himself 
and  of  course  there  was  no  law  of  the  United  States  in  the  con- 
quered country  to  submit  to.  Notwithstanding  all  these  circum- 
stances being  known  to  the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  atSault 
Bt.  Marys  under  Major  Cdtleu,  they  got  up  a  rem:>iistrauce  to  the 
Qovernment,  representing  these  people  as  traitors;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  patents  were  delayed,  to  the  great  annoyance  and 
sometimes  to  the  great  injury  of  the  claimants. 

Sometime  in  the  year  of  1820,  *  Wilfbbd  Owkns  of  Prairie  du 
Ohien,  then  c<mnected  in  business  with  the  late  Oov.  MoNais,  of 


■^■*« 


*  It  WM  io  1810.    CostTiurv  A .  Awsuin,  wlio  appcftn  to  hMf  be«B  fimm  PraniijivAota,  ftad  «■■  l» 
iwi^i  hi  th«  Oftrver  eUIn,  wrote  from  Pmirfo  do  Chfeo,  Tt^  1.  ISlOrto  Rot.  Dr.  Samvkl  Pkti 
V  Mi  BOW  boUdlag  o  lovisUI  la  compooj  with  Batilu,  em  ToQow  Rlror,  ondir  • 
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Missouri,  furnished  the  capital,  and  associated  with  two  other 
men  by  the  name  of  Andrews  and  Dixon,  built  a  saw-mill  on 
Black  River,  and  commenced  sawing  lumber ;  but  before  they 
had  done  much  business  the  mill  was  burned,  supposed  to  have 
.  been  set  on  fire  by  the  Winnebagoes,  who  had  then  lately  taken 
possession  of  that  country,  and  claimed  it  as  their  own.  The  mill 
was  not  rebuilt,  owing  to  the  declared  hostility  of  the  Winneba- 
goes to  it. 

In  the  year  1820-'21,  the  county  authorities  of  Crawford  erected 
a  jail  in  the  old  village  of  Prairie  du  Ghien,  in  the  rear  of  village 
lot  No.  17  of  tliat  village,  made  of  hewn  oak  logs  of  about  one 
foot  square  ;  the  house  was  about  25  by  16  feet,  and  divided  by 
the  same  kind  of  logs  into  a  debtors'  and  criminals'  apartments*. 

There  is  a  tract  of  land  nearly  opposite  the  old  village  of  Prai- 
rie du  Ohieu  in  Iowa,  which  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  Lieut. 
Governor  of  Louisiana  to  one  Bazil  Girard,  and  running 
through  it,  was  a  small  stream  or  brook  usually  called  Qirard'a 
Greek ;  but,  in  1823,  the  commandant  of  Fort  Crawford  had 
a  party  of  men  detailed  to  cultivate  a  public  garden  on  the 
old  farm  of  Girard,  on  paid  creek,  and  Martin  Scott,  then  a 
Lieutenant  of  the  fifth  infantry,  and  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford, 
was  directed  to  superintend  the  party.  Fond  of  pliooting,  and  a 
igreat  shot  generally,  he  took  his  dogs  and  gun  every  morning,  got 
into  his  little  hunting  canoe,  and  ppent  the  day  in  shr»oting  wood- 


Uined  from  tbc  cuinuiaading  oflicer.  ^  •  •  For  mj  oh-d  iiart,  1  apprcheDd  no  diffiealty.  If  y^tt 
obtain  p«»nni«»ion  from  the  Sorretary  of  War,  and  can  niak«>  tb«m  [the  IndLin*]  gome  presontt.**  Ob 
"ttio  10th  Not.  1810,  Mr  Aitdrkwd  writes  to  Dr.  Pkthih,  from  "  Falls  Rlack  nircr  :"  On  the  Id  daj  «f 
MoTember  I  swt  a  saw.mlll  a  running,  not  much  inferior  to  anj  in  tho  United  Etatei.  *  *  TIm  bIU 
ia  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  eaat  of  Lake  Pepin.  The  Sioux  >pry  'v»illin>;Iy  (;ave  uh  permis-sioa  to  eoa» 
Iwr^  There  wereicven  chiofn  In  conncil — LtroT  not  there  ;  the  jieren  jfave  on  five  years  ;  Lkfot  evat 
back  after,  and  trave  it  forayer.  1  am  yerj  mach  pleased  with  my  situation.  I  was  obliged,  on  acMiBl 
of  iron,  to  go  to  the  Prairie  once,  but  was  overjoy  rd  on  my  at  rival  l>ack,  and  now  repret  to  leave  »|^t 
of  the  mill."  •  *  #  Here  I  am  happy  to  live— here  T  nni  willing  to  die.  Pee  Km.  State  Papers  Ptablle 
Lands,  IV.  p.  2^  L.  0,  A. 

*  At  this  old  log  jail,  a  sergeant  of  the  first  regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry  wai  hung,  in  1828,  for  thMl- 
Ing  Lieut.  McKitckie  of  the  same  r«*giment ;  and  in  I8:i3  or  *84,  a  soldier  of  that  rcglmant  waa  esccylli 
^ibUftt  for  shooting  Serg«ant  Coppt'v  In  the  new  Fort  Crawfnrd.    Tbo  old  jail  was  bnmt  in  1834. 
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cocks  which  were  plenty  in  the  marshes  ahont  there,  and  return- 
ing in  the  erening  wonld  boast  of  the  namber  that  had  bled  thAt 
day.  After  a  while  he  gave  the  creek  the  name  of  Bloody  Hun^ 
which  name  it  still  bears.  The  name  generally  suggests  to 
strangers  the  idea  of  some  bloody  battle  haying  been  fongkt 
there,  and  I  have  been  frequently  questioned  as  to  the  tradition 
relative  to  it,  and  a  few  years  since  the  editor  of  our  village 
paper  had  somewhere  picked  up  the  same  romantic  idea,  and 
published  a  long  traditionary  account  of  a  bloody  battle  pretended 
to  have  been  fought  there  years  ago.  But  the  creek  is  indebted 
for  its  name  to  the  hunting  exploits  of  Major  Mabtik  Scott,  when 
a  lieutenant,  and  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford'^. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1816, 1  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Cbien, 
a  traders'  village  of  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  houses,  situa- 
ted on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  on  what,  in  high  water,  is  an 
island.  The  houses  were  built  by  planting  posts  upright  in  Ij^e 
ground  with  grooves  in  them,  ro  that  the  sides  could  be  filled  in 
witli  split  timber  or  round  poles,  and  then  plastered  over  with 
clay,  and  white-washed  with  a  white  earth  found  in  the  vicinity, 
and  then  covered  with  bark,  or  clap-boards  riven  from  oak. 

This  village,  now  called  the  old  village  of  Prairie  du  Chieni 
was  designated  by  Lyons  as  the  main  village,  as  it  was  so  at  the 
time  he  surveyed  the  private  land  claims  of  Prairie  du  Chien. — 
Tradition  says  the  place  took  its  name  from  an  Indian  Chief  of  the 
Fox  tribe  by  the  name  of  Cbien,  or  Doffj  who  had  a  village  some- 
where on  the  Prairie  near  where  Fort  Crawford  now  stands. — 
Obibn  or  Doff  is  a  favorite  namo  among  the  Indians  of  the  North- 
West. 


*  Scott,  at  thi«  date,  iru  «  young  man.  and  had  bc«>n  but  a  few  yoAif  in  the  armr.  U«  was  a  nattf* 
of  Bcnnin(;ton,  Yennont,  and  waa  adacated  at  W'^nt  Point.  In  h\n  3'outh,  lie  was  famnutf  among  tlM 
akarp-ahooteni  of  the  Oreen  Mountatai,  nvnr  shoAting  gania  in  the  body,  bnt,  at  whaterer  height  or 
4iatancc,  always  strlliing  the  head.  He  would  drive  a  nail  into  a  board  p.%rt  way  with  a  hamnior,  ani 
HMn,  taking  the  flirth^st  dlatance  at  whl<*h  his  eye  could  diritln«'tly  Pce  it.  drive  it  home  with  his  nn«r> 
jtef  boUet.  Ue  itrTed  with  distinction  in  th«  Mexioan  war  under  Qen.  Scott,  and  at  nearly  tha  dMi 
•f  that  brilliant  campaign,  Breret  Lient.  Col.  Mautix  Scott  was  killed  at  the  sangninary  battle  cf 
Vdlliio  del  Rey,  Sept.  8th,  1847.  He  had  wen  mncb  hard  service,  and  alwajs  condacted  hhoaelf  wltb 
gmA  ekiU,  cantion  and  Intmpldi^,  ud  waa  rtspedod  and  belored  for  his  fotefritj  of  cbftrMter,  iMi 
for  hia  great  kindness  and  benerolenee  of  heart.  L.  0.  D. 
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There  were  on  the  Prairie  about  forty  farms  cultivAted  along 
under  the  bluffs  where  the  soil  was  first  rate,  and  eocloeed  in  one 
common  field,  and  the  boundaries  generally  between  tiiem  marked 
by  a  road  that  afforded  them  ingress  and  egress  to  their  fields;  the 
pLintations  running  from  the  bluffs  to  the  Mississippi,  or  to  the 
slough  of  St.  Frei/le,  and  from  three  to  five  arpents  wide.  The 
owners  did  not  generally  live  immediately  on  their  farms,  but 
clustered  together  in  little  villages  near  their  front,  and 
were  much  the  same  description  of  inhabitants  as  those  of  G-reen 
Bay,  except  that  there  were  a  number  of  families  of  French  ex- 
traction, entirely  unmixed  with  the  natives,  who  came  from  the 
French  villages  of  Illinois.  The  farmers'  wives  instead  of  being 
of  the  Indian  tribes  about,  were  generally  of  the  mixed  blood. — 
They  were  living  in  Arcadian  biujplicity,  spending  a  great  part  of 
their  time  in  fishing,  hunting,  horse  racing  or  trotting,  or  in  danc^ 
ing  and  drinking.  They  had  little  or  no  ambiti  ai  for  progress 
and  improvement,  or  in  any  way  bettering  their  condition,  pwvi- 
ded  their  necessities  were  suppl  ed,  and  they  could  often  collect 
together  and  da^ce  and  fnilic.  With  these  wants  gratified,  thej 
were  perfectly  satisfied  to  continue  in  the  same  routine  and  habits 
of  their  forefathers  before  them.  Tliey  had  no  aristocracy  among 
them  except  the  traders,  who  were  regarded  as  a  privileged  dase. 

It  was  said,  that  about  18i)9  or  1810,  a  trader,  an  Irishman  bj 
birth,  oi  the  name  of  Campbkll,  was  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  gOT" 
erument  bub-Lidian  agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  by  the  Oct* 
eruor  of  the  Territory  ut  Illinois  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The 
currency  of  Prairie  du  Chien  was  at  that  time  flour,  and  Camp- 
bkll charged  for  celebrating  the  rites  of  matrimony  100  poundt 
of  flour,  and  for  dissolving  it  20ij  pounds,  alleging  Uiat  when  peo- 
ple wanted  to  get  unniarried,  they  would  willingly  give  double 
what  they  would  originally  to  form  the  matrimonial  connectLon. 

In  speaking  of  the  ctmrts  of  justice  of  the  country,  and  of  their 
county  seat8,  Mr.  Brisbois  related  to  me,  that  sometime  prcvione 
to  the  war  of  1812,  he  and  Mr.  Campbiall  had  a  dispute  about  e 
heiier  that  was  worth  lit  the  time  perhaps  eight  dollars ;  and  ■• 
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eteh  beliered  it  to  be  his  property,  they  applied  to  the  lawyer  at 
Oahokia  to  a^aiat  them  in  finding  out  who  was  the  real  owner. — 
The  mode  of  traveling  in  those  days  was  in  a  canoe,  manned 
with  six  or  eight  men  to  paddle,  and  taking  with  them  some  flonr, 
tea  and  engar  for  the  bnrgeois;  and  some  hnlled  com  and  deer 
tallow,  enough  to  season  the  sonp  for  the  men,  depending  npon 
shooting  game  by  the  way,  or  buying  wild  fowl  or  venison  from 
the  Indians.  The  parties  litigant  were  obliged  to  take  their  wit- 
nesses with  them,  paying  them  for  their  time  and  expenses,  from 
their  departure  until  their  return  home.  The  parties  were  also 
obliged  to  take  a  bundle  of  beaver  skins,  and  dispose  of  them  at 
St.  Louis  to  pay  the  expenses  of  lawyers,  &c  ;  and  the  lawj  ers, 
as  usual,  were  disposed  to  oblige  the  parties  by  putting  over  the 
case  from  time  to  time,  .and  the  parties  continued  the  suit  in  this 
manner  until  it  had  cost  them  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each, 
when  they  took  it  out  of  court  and  settled  it.  But  whicu  retail^ 
ed  the  heifer,  if  I  ever  heard,  I  do  not  now  recollect. 

The  coutume  de  Paris  so  far  prevailed  in  this  country  gener- 
ally«  that  a  part  of  the  ceremony  of  marriage  was  the  entering 
into  a  contract  in  writing,  generally  giving,  if  no  issue,  the  pro- 
perty to  the  survivor ;  and  if  they  desired  to  be  divorced,  they 
went  together  before  the  magistrate  and  made  known  their  wishes, 
and  he,  in  their  presence,  tore  up  the  mairiage  contract,  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  they  were  then  divorced.  I 
was  once  present  at  Judge  Abbott's  at  Mackinaw,  when  a  couple 
presented  themselves  before  him,  and  were  divorced  in  this  man- 
Ber.  When  the  laws  of  Michigan  were  first  introduced  at  Prairie 
da  Chien,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
eonld  pnrsuade  them  that  a  written  contract  was  not  necessary, 
and  some  of  them  believed  that  because  the  contract  of  marriage 
gave  the  property  to  the  survivor,  that  they  were  not  obliged  to 
pay  the  debts  which  the  deceased  owed  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

There  was  an   instance  of  this  at  Prairie  du  Chien.    A  man 
t>y  the  name  of  Jean  Mabie  Qusn  (de  Lamonche),  who  had  been 
16 
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married  bj  contract,  died  without  ieaue,  learing  a  widow,  aome 
personal  property  and  a  good  farm,  bnt  was  indebted  to  JosvB 
JEtoLSTTfi  about  $300,  which  bis  widow  refnsed.to  pay,  allegiiig 
.that  the  contract  of  marriage  gave  her  all  the  property ;  acir 
could  she  be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  untfl  I  had  brought  a  tint 
against  her  and  obtained  a  judgment. 

"When  I  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  four  companies 
of  riflemen  under  command  of  Brevet  Major  Morgan,  building 
the  old  fort,  which  was  constructed  by  placing  the  walls  of  the 
quarters  and  storehouses  on  the  lines,  the  highest  outside,  and 
the  slope  of  the  roof  descending  within  the  f>rt;  with  block* 
houses  at  two  corners,  and  large  pickets  at  the  others,  so  as  en- 
tirely to  enclose  the  fort.  Joun  W.  Johnson,  a  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  was  XJ.  S.  Factor,  with  a  certain  Mr.  Belt  as  assistant 
and  book  keeper,  and  John  P.  Gates  as  interpreter.  CoL  Alsx- 
#1NDER  MoNatb,  late  Governor  of  Miesouri,  had  the  sailing  of  the 
fort,  and  his  nephew,  Thomas  MoNair,  and  John  L.  FiHDi.Err, 
were  the  clerks  in  his  employ,  and  liad  charge  of  the  businesB. 

There  were  then  of  the  old  traders  residing  at  Prairie  da  Chien 
Joseph  Rolette,  MicHAtL  Bitisnois,  Francis  Bodthillies  and 
Jean  Baptiste  Farribault,  all  Canadians  of  French  extraction, 
except  Francis  Bouthillter  who  wns  from  France,  and  Nicholas 
Boilvin  who  was  Indian  agent,  and  held  the  comMiission  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  under  the  government  of  Illinois  Territory, 
whence  be  came. 

At  this  time  at  Prairie  da  Chien  the  events  of  the  war  of  181S 
in  that  quarter,  were  fresh  in  the  minds  of  every  one.  I  learned 
that  in  the  spring  or  sunmrer  of  1814,  the  IT.  S.  Government  sent 
'  boats,  made  bullet  proof,  under  a  Captain  Ybisbr,  who  was  i& 
command  of  the  boats,  and  a  company  of  U.  S.  troops,  under 
Lieut.  Perkins,  to  take  and  retain  possession  of  Prairie  dii  Ohion. 
Perkins  built  a  stockade  on  a  large  mound,  on  which  Ck>L  I>oo9- 
han's  house  now  stands,  and  Capt.  Yriseb  remained  on  bo&rd  the 
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.  bp^t8»  wbcre  xmwt  of  the  amaiiitioii  and  provisionB  were  stored, 
f^  tbeir  waa  no  room  for  them  within  the  stockade. 

Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the  American 
offleers  in  garrison  at  Mackinaw,  and  the  citizens  of  that  place 
'Were  yet  ignorant  of  the  oommencement  of  hostilities,  but  appre- 
henslFe  that  war  had  been  declared,  some  traders  were  despatched 
to  the  old  British  post  and  settlement  of  St.  Josephs,  on  the  eas- 
tern shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  for  intelligence.  As  none  of  the 
traders  returned,  remaining  absent  so'  much  longer  than  was 
deemed  necessary,  it  naturally  enough  excited  the  suspicions  of 
the  commanding  ofiScer  and  the  principal  citizens  of  Mackinaw. 
Under  the  circumstances,  a  council  was  held,  ^t  which  it  was  de- 
termined that  immediate  information  must  be  had  from  St.  Jo- 
sephs, and  the  question  then  was,  who  could  go  there  and  not  be 
anapected  ot  being  a  spj.  Afler  looking  around  and  finding  none 
qualified  to  go,  the  late  Miohael  Dousmak,  of  Mackinaw,  said  that 
he  had  an  outfit  in  Lake  Superior  that  ought,  by  that  time,  to  be 
at  St.  Josephs,  and  he  thought  that  he  could  go  there  and  look 
after  his  property  without  being  suspected.  Accordingly  he  rol- 
unteered  his  services,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  he  left  Mackinaw 
for  St.  Josephs  in  a  canoe.  Abont  dark,  at  Goose  Island,  fifteen 
miles  from  Mackinaw,  he  met  the  British  troops  on  their  way  to 
that  place,  who  took  him  prisoner,  btit  released  him  on  his  parole 
that  ho  would  g^^  back  to  Mackinaw,  and  not  give  the  garrison 
any  information  of  what  he  had  seen,  but  collect  the  citizens  to- 
gether at  the  old  still-house  on  the  southern  side  of  the  island, 
where  a  guard  would  be  immediately  sent  to  protect  them  from 
the  Indians.  This  promise  Mr.  Doitsman  faithfully  performed, 
and  was  probably  the  cause  of  saving  many  an  innocent  family 
fVom  being  brutally  murdered  by  the  savages.  Tne  British  ar- 
yiyed,  planted  their  cannon  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
sent  in  to  the  commanding  officer  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of 
iffBT,  with  a  demand  for  him  to  surrender,  which  he  complied  with* 

The  traders  in  the  British  interest,  resorting  to  Mackinaw  as  the 
head-quarters  of  the  North- West,  learning  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  occopation  of  Prairio  dn  Ohien  in  1814,  and  anticipating, tfiat 
80  long  as  this  force  should  remain  there,  thej  wonld  be  cnt  ofi 
from  the  trade  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  its  dependencies,  and  tfaa 
Sioux  country,  at  once  set  on  foot  au  expedition  for  the  re-eaptnit 
of  that  place.    The  British  officers  and  traders  accordingly  fittsd 
out  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  Gol.  McKat,  of  thela- 
dian  department,  an  old  trader ;  and  under  him  were,  a  sergeant 
of  artillery  with  a  brass  six  pounder,. and  three  or  four  volanteer 
companies  of  the  Canadian  voyageura^  commanded  by  traders  and 
officered  by   their  clerks,  all  dressed  in  rod  coats,  with  probably 
one  hundred  Indians,  officered  by  half-breeds.  *     Having  made  a 
secret  march  they  arrived  on  the  Prairie  without  being  expected, 
and  made  the  best  display  of  red  coats  and  Indians  that  thej 
could.    They  made  a  formidable  show,  and  the  Americans  not 
knowing  of  what  matei  ials  they  were  composed,  and  sappoaing 
they  were  all  British  regulars,   appeared  to  have  been  panio- 
struck.     The  sergeant  had  brought  his  field  piece  so  well  to  bear 
that  ho  hit  one  of  the  boats,  I  believe  the  one  YmskX  waa  in. 
During  this  time  the  troops  and  Indians  had  madea  movetowardi 
the  fort,  but  keeping  out  of  gun  shot.     On  the  boat  being  hit^ 
Capt.  Yeiseu  had  the  cable  cut,  and  swung  round  *down  theriver^ 
ordetitig  the  others  to  do  the  same,  carrying  with  them  the  pro- 
visions and  amunitiun  of  the  garrison.    After  the  boats  hadgon6| 
Col.  MoKa.t  summoned  the  fort  to  surrender,  and  having  neither 
provisions  nor  amunition  they  had  no  other  alternative,  and  ac- 
cordingly surrendered.    The  British  took  and  kept  possessioa  of 
Prairie  du  Chien  until  peace,  in  1815,  thus  opening  the  Indiaa 
trade  to  the  traders  at  Mackinaw.    The  inhabitants  of  Prairie  da 
Chien  being  British  subjects,  were  ordered  into  service   by  the 
Biitish  government  to  do  duty  in  the  garrison  durii.g  the  watt 
The  British  sergeant  of  artillery  for  hitting  the  keel-boat,  waa  pco* 
moted  by  his  government. 

Of  the  persons  spoken  of  as  resident  traders  of  Prairie  du  CShiai^ 


•Thar*  were  «!  leMi  a  ttaooMad  lodtou  vndar  OdL  MoKaT,  m  itaM  la  ttie  MoewHp  af  fkm 
asdnotleMUiMiiluMikiMMof  UghiMittlHy.  •  UftiH 
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JofEPH  BoLKTTi^  ID  coooexioD  with  the  Indian  trade,  carried  on 
faraiingi  after  the  faahion  of  the  conn  try,  pretty  exteuBively. 
MiOHAXL  Bbibbois,  beaides  being  a  trader,  carried  on  tlie  buHineea 
of  baking,  and  farming  to  some  extent,  receiving  of  the  inhabi- 
tants l(Mi  pounds  of  flour  and  giving  in  return  tickets  for  fifty 
loftTea  of  bread,  and  these  tickets  made  a  convenient  change  to 
boy  trifles  of  the  Indians  with.  None  of  the  inhabitaiUs  pre- 
tended to  make  their  own  bread,  but  depended  entirely  upon*  the 
bake  house.  Jsak  BaftibtsFarbibault  did  something  in  the  line 
of  Indian  trade,  and  carried  on  a  small  farm,  but  soon  after  left 
the  Prairie  to  reside  on  the  St.  Peters  Biver.  * 

Among  the  other  inhabitants  of  notoriety  at  that  tii^e,  was  a 
Mrs.  MsNARD,  of  mixed  African  and  white  blood.  She  came 
from  some  one  of  the  French  villages  below,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried to  OuABLEs  Mkkabd,  a  Canadian  of  French  extraction.  She 
had  been  married  twice  previously,  first  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Du  Chouqubitb,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Astob  in  that  unfortunate  expedition  of  his 
ten  tin  1810  by  sea  and  across  the  continent  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Oolumbia  Biver,  now  Oregon  Territory.  Her  next  husband  waa 
named  Oaonikr,  by  whom  she  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
After  Gaonibb's  death,  she  married  Chablks  Mknabd,  by  whom 
ahe  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  was  generally  called 
by  the  inhabitants  Aunt  Mabt  Anh,  and  was  a  person  of  conse- 
quence among  them,  being  midwife,  and  the  only  person  pre- 
tending to  a  knowledge  of  the  healing  art  Until  a  fort  was 
erected  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  a  surgeon  arrived  there  with  ihe 
troops,  she  wa**  sent  for  by  the  sick,  and  attended  them  as  regularly 
as  a  physician,  and  charged  fees  therefor,  giving  them,  as  she  ex- 
inressed  it,  ^^  device  and  yarb  drink."  She  was  an  excellent  nurse, 
and  even  after  there  were  regular  surgeons  of  the  army  stationed 
at  Fort  Crawford,  Maby  Ahn  continued  to  practice  among  'he  in- 


•  W«  li«ra  Imm  tlic  AduIh  off  tte  MfainMnU  Hittoiir&l  Sodciy,  tbat  •*  rulj  •>  lfe(6.  kAhi  iJi/ilt 
iipp«MJt«  >>cDdota,  MlBMMto.  tiadliif  ^Itfc  Um  ImUiimi;  and,  la  If  £2,  be  Icined  one  of  Um 
of  tha  CoIubUa  rw Co»i«iir oi  MlBBtwU.   WnmJMmAnmUn  BM»  P9cpm% 
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habitants.  Whether  they  employed  her  because  they  bad  nioire 
faith  in  lier  ekill,  or  because  they  could  pay  her  with  more  ea86| 
as  she  took  lier  pay  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  but  was  not 
very  modest  in  her  charges,  I  cannot  with  certainty  state ;  and 
frequently  aUur  the  arnjy  physician  had  attended  a  patient  along 
tiiUL',  who  pc»rhap9  for  want  of  good  nursing  could  not  be  cured 
Mary  Ann  would  take  the  patient  home  with  her,  and  by  the 
force  of  ^ood  nursing  and  ''  yarb  drink  "  restore  him  to  health,  so 
that  we  IVequently  joked  the  physician  about  Mary  Ann's  supe- 
rior fikill  ill  the  healing  art.  There  are  at  this  time  many  of 
her  (losvcndants  residing  at  Prairie  du  Ohien,  who  are  generally 
as  industrious  and  orderly  inhabitants  as  any  others. 

Mr.  Gampj^ell,  of  whom  I  have  previously  made  mention  as 
Indian  Agent  and  J  nstice  of  the  Peace,  had  passed  to  his  long 
home  before  I  came  to  the  country,  and  I  found  a  Canadian  of 
French  extraction  by  the  name  of  Nicholas  BoiLvra  clothed  with 
the  dignified  office  of  Sub-Agent  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
had  ai)out  the  same  amount  of  education  as  Judge  Bkaumb  of 
Green  Bay,  previously  spoken  of,  and  about  the  same  idea  of  jus- 
tice, and  was  nearly  as  arbitrary.  Ilis  law  library  consisted  of 
a  single  volume  of  old  statutes  of  the  North  Western  Territory, 
one  of  Illinois,  and  one  of  the  Missouri  Territory  ;  but  in  decid- 
ing cases  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  statute,  but  decided  accord- 
ing to  his  own  idea  of  right  and  wrong. •^* 


*  CoL  BoiLvu'u  trio  vnlunjes  fonm-u  proUiUjr  the  fint  law  librarj  in  WUeozuio,  exotpi 

Judge  Keacmic'a  HiDgU-  volui.ii-  vl  Bl.ii-kstonc  ;  one  of  wUich  ia  now ,  bj  the  courtesy  vt  Judge  LocKWOOO 

ftmoag  tlM  cttllertloiui  of  the  WK  Hl^t.  Sodcty.    lie  did  not  proliablj  often  consult  th«m.  If  w«  ma; 

judgo  Irnm  hii  oIT-buid  numnrr  of  aduiiuigtcring  justice,  as  related  by  Ura.  KiauiK  in  her  TTeu  JJmn 

<*Col.  Uoilvik's  oirico  was  juAt  without  the  waUs  oi  the  fort  at  Prairie  du  Chion,  and  it  wua  much  tiu 

fiuhion  among  the  officers  to  louotte  in  tliero  of  a  morning,  to  find  iporl  for  an  Idle  hour,  and  to  take  a   ' 

glaiia  of  brauily  and  water  witlx  thu  old  gentleman,  which  he  eallod  takung  >  iitti^  4  fiffjntykmm  *    ▲  - 

•oldii-r,  uanu'il  Fuv,  had  Ueu  accu5eU  of  htealing  and  killing  a  calf  belonging  to  U.  Kolettb,  and  the 

eonatable,  a  bricklayer  of  the  name  of  Bill,  had  been  didpatched  to  arrest  the  culprit  and  bring  him  to 

trial.    While  the  gentlemen  were  making  their  coatomaxy  morning  yiait  to  the  Jaattoi^  a  note  IM 

heard  in  the  entry,  and  a  knock  ut  the  door. 

<  Gome  in/  oricd  the  old  gentleman,  rieing  and  walking  towaid  the  door. 
Bell — Here.  kIi.  I  havp  brought  Fky  to  you,  aa  you  ordsred. 
JuMtke^Vn'T,  yon  great  rascal  f    What  for  yon  kill  M.  RoLcm*B  calf? 
i>»^  did  Mt  kUI  M  EQuna's  ealL 

•/luUbe— {shaking  his  flat)    Tou  lie,  you  great  rascal  1    Biu.  tike  him  to  laiL    Com^  a^^^H^ 
WM^idwUtkeaMUivapie'ehoH.''  *^   ^^  L.  Oil™  ' 


187 

« 

C!oL  Alkxaitdsr  MoNais  of  St.  Loaia,  had,  as  already  mention, 
ed,  for  his  clerks  in  the  sutling  buBiuefis,  hid  nephew  TnoHAs  Mo- 
Nair,  afterwards  captain  of  the  militia,  and  John  L.  Fuydlet. — 
Bat  Thomas  McNaiu  shortly  afterwards  married  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  CuHTOis,  a  respectable  farmer  of  French  descent,  and  Futdlet 
married  a  Miss  Huktileksk,  a  half  sister  of  Mrs.  Bolettk,  and  a 
quarter  blood  of  the  Sioux  nation.  Upon  learning  these  transac- 
tions of  his  clerks,  Col.  MoNaik  naturally  concluded  that  they 
were  attending  more  to  their  own  })lea6nre  than  to  his  mattery 
and  sent  a  man  by  iliKi  name  of  Wilfkkd  Owkics,  a  KeutuckiaUi 
to  whom  he  gave  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  discharged  Mo- 
Naib  and  Findlkt  from  his  employ. 

McNaib  went  to  farming.  Findlkt  went  te  Mackinaw,  and 
procured,  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Eolkite,  a  small  assort- 
ment  of  goods,  and  attempted  to  trade  at  Prairie  du  Ohien ;  but 
as  there  was  then  no  money  in  circulation,  except  what  little  came 
from  the  few  troops  stationed  at  the  fort,  and  goods  were  then 
selling  vnry  high  at  Mackinaw,  he  did  not  succeed  in  busiaesa, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  year  turned  oyer  to  Mr.  Kolette  hia 
Btock  and  assets  towards  the  payment  of  the  purchase,  which  was 
made  of  Messrs.  BEBTUELoriE  and  Eolettk. 

In  the  spring  of  1817,  a  Euman  Catholic  Priest  from  St.  Lonii 
called  Peee  Pbikhe,  visited  Prairie  du  Chien.  He  was  the  first 
that  had  been  there  for  many  years,  and  perhaps  since  the  settle- 
ment, and  organized  the  Eoman  Gathlic  Church,  and  disturbed 
some  of  the  domestic  arrangements  of  the  inhabitants.  He  found 
several  women  who  had  left  their  husbands  and  were  living  with 
other  men ;  these  he  made  by  the  terror  of  his  church  to  return 
and  ask  pardon  of  their  husbands,  and  to  be  taken  batk  by  them, 
wliich  they  of  course  could  not  refuse. 

Brevet  General  Smythe,  the  Colonel  of  the  Eifle  Eegiment, 
who  came  to  Prairie  du  Ohien  to  erect  Fort  Crawford  in  1816, 
had  arrived  in  June,  and  selected  the  mound  where  the  stockade 
had  been  built,  and  the  ground  in  front,  to  include  the  most  thidk- 
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ly  inhabited  part  of  the  Tillage.  The  grotrnd  thus  selected  en- 
croached upon  the  ancient  burying  ground  of  the  Prairie,  so  that 
the  iuhabitaetB  were  obliged  to  remove  their  dead  to  another 
place. 

During  the  winter  of  1816  or  early  in  the  spring  of  18l7,Lieat 
Ool.  Talbot  Chambbrb  arrived  at  Fort  Crawford,  and  assumed  thtt 
command,  and  tho  houses  in  the  village  being  an  obstrnction  to 
the  garrison,  in  the  spring  of  18 17,  he  ordered  those  houses  in  front 
and  about  the  fort  to  be  taken  down  by  their  owners,  and  removed 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  village,  where  he  pretended  to  give  them 
lots.  When  Gen.  Smythr  first  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Ohien,  ha 
arrested  Miohakl  Bbisbois,  then  the  most  prominent  citizen  of  the 
Prairie,  nnd  placed  him  under  a  guard  of  soldiers  for  several 
days,  charging  him  with  treason^  for  having  taken  nparmsagunat 
the  United  States.  After  keeping  him  in  duress  for  several 
days,  he  was  sent  on  board  of  a  boat  under  a  guard  to  Sl  X<(»ui8^ 
Oen.  Smtthk  refusing  to  let  Mrs.  Bbisbois  send  Ler  husband  a 
-package  of  beaver  to  raise  money  in  St.  Louis  to  pay  bis  ex- 
penses. The  guard  took  him  to  St.  L'>ui3  and  landed  him  on  the 
levee,  where  they  left  him,  not  having  delivered  him  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  or  instituti'd  any  proceedings  againut  him,  bat 
left  him  thero  without  money  or  means  to  return  home.  But  Mr. 
Bbisbois  was  known  in  St.  Lrmis,  at  least  by  reputation,  and 
readily  iound  fiicnds  who  assistt^d  him  to  return  home.  During 
his  alienee  the  commandant,  who  I  believe  was  Lieut.  Ool.  Halt* 
ILTON,  c»rdered  Mrs.  Bkisbois  and  family  out  of  her  hou^e,  and 
took  possesniiiU  of  it,  in  which  to  spread  the  contractor's  fl^inr  to 
dry;  and  also  to  ik  posisession  of  Mr.  Bkisbois'  bakehouse,  with 
about  two  hundred  cordd  of  dry  oven  wood,  which  was  used  hj 
the  coiniiiirt}«arjy  or  contractor,  for  which  aggressions  and  injiirici 
Mr.  IJki>bois  received  no  compensatic»n. 

Alth*n;;li  i*i  a  time  of  peace,  and  our  Government  had  received 
thH  country  by  treary  stipulation,  the  officers  of  the  army  treated 
the  inhabit  ante  aa  a  conqaered  people,  and  the  commaudaote  a^ 
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turned  all  the  authority  of  goyeraorB  of  a  conquored  conntry  < 
arraigning  and  trying  the  citizens  by  conrts-inartia),  and  Bentencing 
them  to  ignominious  punishments.  Tiiis  was  more  paiticularly 
the  case  Uiider  the  reign  of  Col.  Chambers,  who  was  a  brave  sol-  ' 
dier  in  the  field,  but  a  weak  man  and  not  qualified  for  a  comman- 
dant, as  ho  was  generally  governed  by  some  favorite  officer  or 
oiBcers,  who  not  being  rofc^ponsiblo  tor  the  outrage  committed  by 
their  flnperior,  would  induce  him  to  do  acts  to  gratify  their  whima 
or  })r(  j')(li(;ccA. 

Chahlks  Mknakd,  the  husband  of  the  notable  Mauy  Ann,  waa 
arnsted,  having  been  'iluirged  wiih  selling  vvhibkey  to  the  Foldiers, 
He  was^bn»ught  about  i!vt;  milfs  from  hi?  residence  ULder  a  guard* 
tric'l  by  ji  conrt  martiiil,  \vhif»pe(l,  and  with'ii  bottle  hung  to  his 
neck,  inarched  through  thv  stretts,  wiih  music  playing  the  Rogu^B 
March  affer  him.  Mknard  pn.^U  sted  tliat  ho  had  not  pr)I(I  liquor 
to  the  sohlit'is,  but  that  ihey  ha<l  asked  him  for  i^,  and  that  he 
rtfu»rtd  to  lut  them  have  any,  as  h«j  did  not  keep  liquor  for  sale. 

Arid  durir  gCol.  Chambiks'  reign,  fur  some  alleged  immoral  con- 
ducr  h  '■  ')a  »iHii  id  Joskpu  R)L':rihi  to  an  isUirid,  about  seven  miles 
abc>Vf  Prairie*  du  Chie'»,  where  ho  obliged  him  to  pass  the  winter, 
but  in  the  npring  pennitred  \\\\\\  to  return  to  the  viiljige'to  attend 
to  his  business,  as  his  outfits  were  coming  in  from  the  Indian 
coufitry. 

Mr.  Bri-b«»is  informed  me  that  he  had  resided  in  Prairie  du 
Chien  about  thirty  jears  ;  *  and  there  was  an  old  Scotchman  by 
the  natiMj  <»f  Jami  s  Aikd,  f  conriccted  with  the  comj)any  by  which 
I  was  first  omp'oyt'd  in  tlu;  Indian  trade,  who  generally  wintered 


*  •  llr  BniBwoia.  in  182«  gare  evidence  Icfnre  Mr.  Lxc,  the  government  commlw'i'ner,  that  he  had 
W«B  thitt>*nlri«>  >earii  in  the  ciiuntrr,  and  vra^  then  sixty  years  o(  age;  and  tbia  woald  give  the  year 
Yt%\  aa  the  ;«sr  of  his  cuniiitg  to  Ftiiiiio  du  (.'hleo.  L.  C.  D. 

f  llr.  At:  D  wan  (tnm  Maeklnaw  and  wake  worthy  man  and  eDterprisiof  trader.  BU  fleld  of  operalioaa 
VM  Mainly  «itli  tlie  Sioux  or  Dak*ttae,  in  wliitt  U  now  Iowa  and  Miunei-ota.  On  the  return  of  Ltwil 
ftiMl  CLjikkV  «  x| edition  in  18A  the^  oset  .^r.  AiRu  with  two  trading  boats  above  the  Big  Sioax  Klvtf, 
•tt  tlw  MieM»uri;  and  in  their  Journal  Uiey  speak  of  him  u  **•  very  friendly  and  liberal  genticmaa." 
Ib  \^i%  be  liad  a  trading  post  at  >leadot«.  L.  0.  D. 

17 
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among  the  Sionx  Indiane,  and  had  been  a  trader  about  forty  yean^ 
There  was  also  another  man  by  the  name  of  Ddnoan  Graham, irho 
had  been  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  about  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  was  captain  in  the  liritish  Indian  Department  during 
the  war,  from  whom  I  obtained  considerable  information  of  the 
Indian  country,  and  of  the  earlier  days  of  Prairie  dn  Chien. 

Prairie  du  Ohien  was,  at  this  lime,  an  important  post  for  Indian 
trade,  and  was  considered  by  tho  Indians  as  neutral  ground,  where 
different  tribes,  althougli  at  war  nu'^ht  visit  in  safety  ;  but  if  hos- 
tile, they  had  to  bewaro  of  being  canght  in  the  neigfi  box  hood, 
going  or  returning.  Ytt  I  nevtr  heard  c>f  any  hostile  move- 
ment on  the  Prairie  after  they  luid  eafdy  arrived.  » 

The  factories  which  John  W.  Johnson  liad  charge  of,  were  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  Congress  i>revious  to  tho  war  of  1812,  fof 
the  humane  purpose  of  preventing  tho  British  tiadois  from  extor* 
tions  on  tho  Indians,  and  of  counteracting  British  infiueuce  over 
them,  which  they  exercised  through  tho  traders.  But  nnforta- 
nately  tliey  had  the  contrary  effect,  and  through  the  bad  manage- 
ment of  the  traders,  the  Government  of  tho  United  States  wai 
made  to  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indians.  The  idea 
was  then  prevalent  in  the  U.  S.,  that  the  most  sleazy  and  cheap 
goods  were  what  tho  Indians  wanted,  whereas  the  blankets  fur- 
nished by  the  British  traders,  although  of  coarse  wool,  were  thick 
and  substantial,  and  so  were  the  cloths  and  calicoes,  while  those 
famished  by  the  Americans  were  greatly  inferior.  It  was  many 
years  before  Mr.  Astor,  with  all  his  wealth  and  eagacity,  could  ob- 
tain in  England  suitable  blankets  and  cloths  for  the  Indian  trade, 
and  also  the  proper  guns.  There  was,  at  that  time,  an  Indian  gon 
manufactured  in  England,  called  the  North  West  gun,  of  simplei 
plain  and  strong  construction,  and  it  was  understood  that  the 
manufacture  of  blankets,  cloths  and  gnns  was  so  much  under  the 
influence  of  the  North  West  Fur  Company,  that  an  American 
could  not  procure  the  genuino  article,  and  hence  the  goods  fo^ 
aiahed  by  the  factors  were  all  of  an  inferior  artiele,  ezoept 
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tobacoo;  aad  the  British  traders  took  especial  pains  when  they    ) 
happened  to   have  a  poor  article,  to  call  it  American.    They  ^• 
had  been  furnisbed  for  many  years  with  their  tobacco  from  Al-   • 
bany,  an  inf<:;rior  article,  made  into  carruts  of  from  two  to  three 
pounds;  and  whon  the  American  tobacco  in  plugsS,  and  of  a  toler- 
able gOi)d  quality,  was  introduced  umrng  them,  they  admitted 
that  it  w:;s  the  best. 

When  I  tirat  came  to  the  country,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  old 
traders  and  interpreters  to  call  any  inferior  article  of  goods  Amer- 
ican, and  to  speak  to  the  Indians  in  a  conteniptuons  manner  of  the 
Americans  and  their  goodt^,  and  the  goods  which  they  brought  in- 
to the  country  but  too  generally  warranted  this  reproach.  But 
after  Mr.  Astor  had  purchased  out  the  South  West  Company  and 
established  tho  American  Fur  Company,  ho  succeeded  in  getting 
suitably  kinds  of  goods  for  the  Indians,  except  at  first  the  North- 
West  Indian  gnu.  He  attempted  to  introduce  an  imitation  of 
them,  manufactured  in  Holland,  but  it  did  not  succeed,  as  the  In- 
dians soon  detected  the  liifference. 

At  that  time  there  were  generally  collected  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
by  the  traders  and  U.  S.  factors,  about  three  hundred  packs  of  one 
hundred  pounds  each  of  furs  and  peltries,  mostly  fine  furs.  Of  the 
different  Indian  tribes  that  visited  and  traded  more  or  less  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  the  Menomonees  from  Green  Bay, 
who  frequency  wintered  on  the  Mississippi ;  the  Ohippewas,  who 
resided  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Chippewa  and  Black  rivers ;  the 
Foxes,  who  had  a  large  village  where  Cassville  now  stands,  called 
Penah—i.  e.  Turkey ;  the  Sauks,  who  resided  about  Galena  and 
Dabnque;  the  Winuebagoes,  who  resided  on  the  Wisconsin  River; 
thefiowas,  who  then  had  a  village  on  the  Upper  Iowa  River ;  Wa- 
BAflHAw's  band  of  Sioux,  who  resided  on  a  beautiful  Prairie  on  the 
Iowa  side  of  the  Mississippi,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
abiive  Prairie  du  Ohien,  with  occasionally  a  Kickapoo  and  Potta- 
wattamie. 

'Qi4  Banks  and  Foxes  brought  from  Galena  a  considerable  quan- 
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tity  of  lead,  moulded  in  the  earth,  in  bard  about  two  feet  long, 
and  from  six  to  eight  inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  inches 
thick,  being  something  ol  an  oval  form,  and  thickest  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  geni^rally  thinning  to  the  e<lge,  and  weighing  tVom  thirtj 
to  forty  p'Unds.  It  was  not  an  nncannnon  thii'g  to  tee  a  Fox 
Indian  arrive  at  Prairio  du  Oliit  n  with  a  hand  sled,  londeJ  with 
twenty  (ir  thirty  wild  tuikii-s  t'<r  sale,  aa  llu^y  were  very  plenty 
about  CaSBville,  and  occasionally  there  were  sunie  killed  opposite 
Pi-airij  du  Chien. 

About  the  year  1822,  a  nian  by  the  name  of  IlARniN  Pkrkin8, 
from  Kentucky,  camo  to  Pra'rio  du  Chien  for  the  pnr|)09e  of 
bnilding  a  sawmill  in  the  Indian  country,  and  obtained  I'errnia- 
Bion  fro»n  Mji jor  Taliafkhro,  then  iiuent  for  the  Sioux  Indiane, 
wiih  the  coiiFciit  of  the  ludiMny,  to  erect  a  sawmill  on  their  land 
on  the  Chi|»j'ewa  river  and  trihutariea;  hut:  Pkkkins  not  having 
the  capital  to  carry  out  hi.-*  proje'.-t,  or  sufficient  influence  to  ob- 
tain the  I  ernjission  of  the  Indiar.s  to  erect  this  mill,  solicited 
JosKrii  TtoLKiTK  an<]  myflelf  to  join  him,  which  wc  did,  and  C'»n- 
tracted  with  Wabasuaw's  band  of  S'oux,  who  cluimed  the 
Chipj)e\va  River  countrj^  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  mill  and 
cutting  timber  for  it,  pajing  them  about  $lOl)0  per  year  in  goiids, 
and  furnicihed  Perkins  the  necissary  mear>B  f>r  the  purpose;  and 
he  wa^  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  the  business.  lie  pro- 
ceeded to  Mi-nomouee  River,  a  tributary  of  thoChipfjewa,  and  oa 
a  small  stream  running  into  the  Menominee,  about  twenty  m'des 
from  its  mouth,  erected  a  saw  mill  and  had  it  so  near  done  that 
he  expected  t<i  commence  sawing  in  a  very  few  days,  when  one  of 
those  sudden  frechetri  to  which  hilly  countries  are  subject,  came 
upon  him  and  swept  away  the  dam,  mill  ad  appendages,  and 
Pkkkins  returned  to  Prairie  du  CUien  with  his  family  and  handsy 
having  suiTered  during  hid  residence  there  c^j^nsiderable  from  fear 
of  the  Chippewa  Indians  who  resided  near,  and  sometimes  visited 
the  mill  builders. 

Ool.  Sj^sluno,  who  oommanded  at  Fort  Snelliogy  had  freqnaotlf 
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since  Pbbkins  and  his  men  commenced  oporationb,  threaten^  to 
send  a  force  and  doitri>7  the  niill,  Baying  the  Indian  Agent  had  no 
authority  fogiv^o  permidPion  tu  build  mills  in  the  Indian  country* 
Thd  parties  bein^  pretty  wl*II  convinced  of  the  fact,  and  that  061. 
Bkklliiyo  hud  malice  cnongh  to  carry  out  his  threat,  if  for  nothing 
olse  but  to  [iuiiish  Mr.  RoLGxrE,  with  whom  he  had  somediificnltji 
concluded  not  to  rebuild,  until  they  oonld  be  authorized  by  some 
better  authority,  supposing  then  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
that  power;  and  Mr.  Eolkttb  and  myself  made  up  our  minds  to 
pockut  the  loss,  and  lot  Perkins  off  with  the  loss  of  the  few  arti- 
cles lie  had  furnished  and  his  services,  which  amounted  to  about 
fifteen  hundred  doliard.  Ic  proved  a  bad  speculation  to  all  par- 
ties. Tlie  aimuity  we  agreed  to  pay  the  Indians  for  the  privilege 
of  building  thu  uiill  and  cutting  timber,  being  stopped  during  the 
tiuie  there  wiis  no  work  on  the  mill,  the  Indians  insisted  upon  its 
payment,  and  inquired  the  reason  we  did  notgoonwiththe  work* 
We  were  obbgiul  to  tell  them  that  their  Great  Father  would  not 
allow  us  to  du  so.  They  said  they  had  given  us  permission,  and 
that  the  country  was  theirt^,  and  their  Great  Father  had  uo  right 
to  say  anything  about  it. 

In  the  fall  of  f829,  returning  from  St.  Louis,  I  met  at  Galena 
llajor  John  Biddlk  of  Dotroit,  who  had  then  been  elected  onr 
delegate  to  Congress  from  Michigan,  and  enquired  what  he  could 
do  for  me,  or  the  people  of  Prairie  du  Ohien  at  Washmgton.  I 
then  related  to  him  the  situation  in  which  I  and  Mr.  Rolkttib  were 
placed  with  regar  i  to  tiie  mill  and  annuities  to  the  Indians.  He 
told  me  that  when  I  got  home,  if  I  would  address  him  at  Wash* 
iiigton,  stating  our  case,  that  he  would  attend  to  it.  I  wn»te  to 
him  a  full  statement  of  the  case  aud  difficulties,  and  Major  BmoLi 
obtained  fv>r  us  tVom  the  Secretary  of  War  permission  to  erect 
millt^,  &c.,  provided  We  contracted  with  the  Indians  through  tho 
Indian  Agent  ut  Prairie  du  Chieu. 

We  renewed  cmr  contract  with  the  Indfans,  through  their  agenti^ 
and  in  May,  1880,  sent  a  mill-right  who  was  also  a  partner,  a  sa- 
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perinteudent,  carpenter  and  blacksmith,  with  laborers,  proviaions, 
.  teams,  and  tools,  to  erect  a  mill  on  the  Obippewa  River  or  its 
tribataries.  The  mill-right  selected  the  site  of  the  old  dam  of 
«PftRKiNB  for  his  dam,  and  built  the  mill  on  the  Menotnonee  River, 
and  dug  a  canal  across  a  point  of  land  from  the  small  stream  to 
the  mill.  The  hands  we  were  obliged  to  employ  were  moaUy 
Canadians,  and  we  engaged  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  a  Menomonee 
half  breed,  as  cook  for  the  hands.  Few  Americans  can  manage 
the  Canadian  voyagewra  to  advantage.  They  suppose  that  they 
must  be  treated  with  the  same  familiarity  as  American  laborers, 
and  reason  them  into  doing  their  duty  ;  but  this  is  not  the  proper 
treatment.  The  voyageur  has  been  so  long  accustomed  to  look 
npon  his  employer  as  his  superior,  and  to  be  treated  by  him  aa 
hia  inferior,  that  so  soon  as  he  is  treated  as  American  hands  expect 
to  be  treated  by  their  employer,  they  at  once  conct:ive  a  contempt 
ibr  him,  and  become  mutinoas.  Such  was  the  case  with  onr 
;  Buperintendent,  and  he  proved  not  to  bo  qualified  to  superintend 
any  kind  of  men  or  business,  and  all  the  hands  looked  upon  him 
with  contempt. 

Three  or  four  Chippewas  came  to  them  and  the  Menomonee 
half  breed  woman,  she  being  the  only  one  that  understood  the 
Chippewa  language,  and  told  them  that  if  they  did  not  leave  therB 
they  would  kill  them  all.    This  was  about  night-fall,  and  the  su- 
perintendent was  so  much  alarmed  that  at  dark  he  got  into  a  canoe 
-  with  one  man,  as  much  frightened  as  himself,  and  went  down  in 
the  night  over  the  rapids,  that  were  difficult  to  navigate  even  in 
the  day  time,  leaving  orders  with  the  men  to  load  the  provisioils, 
•  tools,  &o.,  into  the  boat,  and  to  start  in  the  morning  down  the 
>  Chippewa  River  near  to  its  mouth,  which  they  did,  driving  tka 
^  oxen  by  land.    The  superintendent,  whose  name  was  Aricstbovq, 
"•  arrived  at  the  Prairie  evidently  much  alarmed,  and  gave  me  a 
terrible  account  of  h/s  escape;  and  not  until  he  had  been  at  the 
Prairie  some  considerable  time  did  he  inform  me  that  he  bad  o^ 
'.  dered  all  the  men  to  leave  the  mill|  and  that  they  were  pr9MM7 


185 

OQ  their  way  down.  I  was  then  BatiBfied  that  my  preeeooe  waa 
raquired  there,  unless  I  intended  to  abandon  the  mill ;  and  it  being 
in  the  hot  weather  of  August,  I  cKd  not  feel  mueh  inclined  to  make 
a  Toyage  in  a  canoe  exposed  to  tho  sun,  butfrom  the  materiala  we 
had  to  deal  with,  I  saw  at  once  that  it  was  necessary. 

I  had  a  canoe  manned  with  a  half  breed  Winneba^,  who  spoke 
Ohippewa,  and  together  with  Abustboko  and  the  Frenchman  who 
had  come  down  with  him,  put  out  at  once,  taking  in  my  canoe 
provisions  enough  for  myself  and  crew  to  reach  the  mill.  We 
had  proceeded  about  forty  miles  up  the  Missiseippi,  when  early 
in  tLe  morning  at  a  sand-bar,  in  the  middle  of  a  channel,  and 
about  one  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  I  met  a  canoe  with  a 
Kenomonee  half-breed  and  a  large  athletic  Ohioan  by  the  name 
of  Habtwell,  whom  I  had  never  seen  before.  Abmstboho  bad 
ODgaged  him  OS  carpenter,  and  taken  him  to  the  mill  without  my 
baring  seen  him,  or  knowing  his  name.  I  asked  them  where  they 
were  going,  and  they  said  to  the  Prairie.  I  said,  *^  no  I — you  must 
return  with  me."  I  knew  that  the  half  breed  would  obey  without 
difficulty,  but  Habtwell  said  he  was  going  to  the  Prairie,  and  I 
knew  in  order  to  take  all  of  tliom  back,  I  must  take  these  back  as 
I  met  them.  Habtwell  was  a  strong  man  and  armed  with  a 
rifle,  but  I  said  to  him,  ^'  this  canoe  at  least  is  mine,  and  does  not 
go  to  the  Prairie;  you  can  take  your  choice,  either  to  go  back,  or 
to  remain  on  this  eand-bar." 

He  concluded  to  go  back,  and  for  fear  that  they  might  give  me 
tike  slip,  I  got  into  the  canoe  with  them  and  we  proceeded  up  the 
ffiTer  about  ten  miles  farther,  where  we  met  all  the  Canadians 
with  the  half-breed  Mcnomonee  woman,  when  we  all  put  ashore. 
I  told  thorn  that  they  must  go  back  t'>the  mill,  which  they  refused 
to  do.  I  soon  dibcovered,  as  I  had  suspected,  that  the  woman  was 
the  leader  of  the  party,  and  I  bribed  her  to  go  back.  She  con- 
■eated,  and  the  others  followed  her  example.  She  and  her  hus- 
bud  were  in  a  large  canoe,  not  half  finished,  which  would  go 
luvd  up  stream.    From  the  manner  of  her  consenting  so  rei 
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to  return,  I  snspected  that  she  intended  as  soon  as  they  could  lag 
a  little  behind,  and  get  some  point  between  me  and  them,  to  slip 
down  the  stream,  which  I  aftefwardi  learned  was  really  their  in- 
tention ;  to  prevent  which,  I  told  them,  as  thoy  were  weak  band- 
ed, and  had  a  heavy  canoe,  that  I  would  embark  with  them  and 
help  them  paddle.  I  paddled  all  day,  and  made  a  good  day's 
work  up  stream,  and  encamped  in  a  channel  of  the  river  opposite 
to  Wabashaw's  Prairie. 

The  men  had  only  taken  provisions  enough  to  last  tbe"»i  to  the 
Prairie,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that  mv  stock  would  not  be  sufficient 
fbr  the  additional  months  until  wc  reached  the  boat.  In  camp  at 
night  one  of  the  men  named  Fkancis  L\  Pointk,  a  native  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  aiid  well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the 
Indians,  tt)ld  me  that  it  was  but  a  short  distance  across  the  oono- 
try  to  the  Chippewa,  whore  the  boat  then  wa^ ;  and  proposed  to 
■  go  there,  take  a  canoe  and  meet  us  with  pro vi  ions,  which  I  re- 
quested him  to  do.  Ho  accordingly  after  brertkfa^t  borrowed  a 
gun,  took  somo  crackers  in  his  pocket,  and  started  across,  while 
we  proceeded  np  the  channel  along  under  the  bluffs  'or  about  five 
miles  to  where  the  canoes  crosH  the  Mississippi  to  tiio  western 
side.  Just  as  we  were  about  putting  off  fr«»m  the  hhore.  La  Points 
came  running  down  the  hill  hallooing  ''Indians!"  The  carioeg 
were  all  putting  out  into  the  river,  but  I  ordered  the  canoe  that  I 
was  in  to  put  to  shore,  and  take  the  man  in,  confiding,  at  the 
timO|  in  his  statement. 

La  Pointe  had  on,  when  he  started,  two  cotton  shirts, and  when 
ho  rcturrjed  one  of  the  shirts  was  iicaily  cut  from  him,  and  several 
stabs  through  the  other.  IIo  had  thrown  away  all  his  animnni* 
tion  and  his  hat,  and  stated  that  after  crossing  the  hill  and  getting 
into  a  ravine  of  tall  grass,  that  tive  Chippewa  Indans  suddenly 
Surroun<lcd  him,  took  away  his  powdor,  shot  and  provisions,  cut 
bis  bat  and  shirt  all  to  ]>iecop,  called  him  a  dog,  and  would  have 
taken  his  gun  had  ho  not  begged  hard  to  rtrtain  it,  telling  fh(Ml 
'  that  it  was  not  his.    He  told  so  probable  a  6U»ry  of  t^hat  woold 
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naturally  be  the  oondact  of  a  war  partj  of  Indianr^  that  I  at  first 
believed  him,  hat  we  stopped  shortly  after  for  dinner,  and  althongh 
the  noen  pretended  to  be  mnch  afraid  of  the  Indians,  I  discovered 
m  merbin^  in  their  condact  that  satisfied  me,  that  it  was  a  hoax* 
Thej  proposed  to  torn  back  to  Praiiie  da  Ghien  for  fear  of  the 
Indians,  but  I  told  them  that  I  was  never  in  the  habit  of  taming 
back  through  fear,  until  I  saw  theie  was  really  danger,  and  that  I 
did  not  require  them  to  run  any  risk  which  T  would  not  myself 
fieely  sbaio. 

We  finally  proceeded  on  quietly  nntil  near  the  month  of  Biveira 
An  Boeufor Buffalo  River,  when  ARMSTBONoand  the  man  whocama 
down  with  him,  who  were  actually  in  great  foar,  as  thoy  were  Dot 
ID  the  seciet  of  tbo  plot,  discovered  an  Indian  on  the  blufifs  below 
its  mouth,  or  imagined  they  did,  and  gave  the  alarm  of  "Chippe- 
wa I"  But  we  met  some  Sioux  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffi),  and  thej 
aaid  that  it  could  not  be  Chippewas,  as  they  had  the  day  before 
been  hunting  over  thcro  and  thought  it  probable  that  some  of 
thfir  people  might  stiil  be  hunting  there.  So  we  proceeded  to  • 
point  Oi'posite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  Biver,  and  encamp- 
ed for  the  night. 

60  much  had  been  said  about  danger  from  the  Chippewss,  thai 
I  began  to  boliove  there  was  something  in  it,  and  mast  confess 
that  tile  next  morning  I  entered  tbo  narrow  month  of  the  Chip- 
pewa, fringed  with  bushes,  with  some  fear  that  some  Indian  might 
be  hid,  and  tire  upon  us  without  giving  notice  of  his  presence; 
bat  once  in,  the  feeling  of  fear  wore  off,  and  we  proceeded  on 
with  little  to  eat  until  about  10  o'clock,  when  we  came  to  a  Me- 
nomonee  lodge,  where  we  found  a  great  deal  of  venison,  and  a 
quantity  B^nck  up  around  the  fire  cooking,  to  which  we  did  ample 
JDStice.  We  then  proceeded  about  ten  milesup  the  river,  whei^ 
we  found  the  boat  and  three  Americans  who  had  remained  with 
it  But  thoy  refused,  as  well  as  the  Canadians  to  go  back  to  the 
mill  under  the  snpe*  intondence  of  AiuisTRONa;  and  from  all  ao- 
donots  of  the  men,  as  well  as  from  what  I  bad  seen  of  him,  I  mm 
18 
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Batiefted  that  he  was  not  oaloolated  to  condnot  each  a  batinaM, 

i\  and  I  conoluded  that  the  beat  way  to  get  rid  of  hiuiy  was  to  pur- 

ohase  him  oat,  eveu  if  I  had  to  give  more  than  he  was  jnaily 

entitled.    His  fear  of  the  Obippewas  was  SQch,  that  he  did  not 

wish  to  return.    He  owed  me  about  five  hundred  dollars,  which 

would  not  be  worth  much  if  he  lofb  the  mill ;  yet,  to  get  rid  of 

i  him,  I  gave  him  that,  and  took  a  quit  claim  of  all  his  claims  apon 

'  -the  mill,  and  let  him  have  a  small  canoe  in  which  he  desoeoded 

the  river. 

,      My  people  agreed  to  go  back  to  the  mill,  provided  I  would  get 
^  the  Menomonees  to  go  up  the  river  with  ns,  but  I  had  no  inter- 
.  preter  in  whom  I  could  confide,  as  my  half  breed  Winnebago  had 
.  joined  bis  comrades,  the  Canadians,  against  me.     So  I  sent  down 
for  the  Menomonees  at  the  lodge  we  had  passed,  to  come  and  go 
.  .with  us ;  but  presume  that  the  half  breed   Menomouee  woman 
.  had  instructed  them  how  to  act ;  Tor  although  I  offered  them  a 
high  price,  they  pretended  to  be  afraid  of  the  Obippewas,  wluch 
I  was  satisfied  was  not  the  case,  and  declined  to  go,  unless  anoth- 
.  er  band  who  were  hunting  on  the  Chippewa,  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Menomoneo  River,  would  go  with  them.    So  I  sent  an  Indian 
for  them,  and  proceeded  on  with  my  bout,  and  encamped  on  a 
sand-bar  opposite  tlie  Menomonce  River,  and  waited  for  the  In- 
dians until  about  noon  the  next  day,  when  they  arrived,  bat  did 
not  want  to  go  into  the  Menomonce,  expressing  their  fears  of  tlbe 
Obippewas.     I  offered  them  a  keg  of  powder,  a  bar  of  lead,  and 
promised,  when  they  next  came  to  Prairie  du  Ohi^,  to  give  them 
a  keg  of  whiskey  ;  but  they  still  declined  going,  reiterating  their 
apprehensions,  which  I  was  satisfied  were  feigned  for  the  occasion, 
and  that  they  were  but  playing  their  part  as  instructed  by  the 
half  breed  woman.     Believing  such  to  be  the  case,  I  ordered  tbe 
••'inen  to  put  the  things  in  the  boat,  telling  them  tliat  I  waa  act 
afraid  of  the  Obippewas,  and  should  go  to  the  mill.    T7pon  iMs, 
"some  of  the  Canadians  showed  a  disposition  to  mntiny,  but  I  bid 
'made  np  my  mind  to  go,  and  knock  down  the  leader  with  a  oWi 
*  and  force  them  to  accompany  me.    How  I  thould  haTesueoaidted 
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I  do  not  know,  bat  at  that  moment  the  ladiang  finding  that  I  was 
determined  to  go  without  them,  said  thejwoald  go,  and  we  proceed- 
ed np  the  Meaomonee  Rirer  abont  nine  ratios,  whero  wq  en- 
-  eamped. 

The  Winnebago  and  Menomonee  half  breeds  nnloadod  one  of 
the  canoes  and  said  there  was  a  lake  near  there,  and  that  they 
would  go  and  shoot  elk ;  but  in  aboat  ^n  hour  they  returned, 
apparently  much  alarmed,  and  said  they  saw  tracks  of  Indiana 
around  the  lake.  Bat  the  Menomonees  who  had  agreed  to  go 
with  us  fearing  to  lo  >8e  their  promised  pay  if  we  weut  back,  said 
that  the  tracks  were  not  Ohippewas  but  Menomooees,  as  some  of 
ibeir  people  had  been  there  that  day  hunting.  The  next  day  we 
proceeded  on  up  the  river  without  any  thing  of  note  until  we 
reached  tlie  mill,  except  occasionally  seeing  a  Ohippewa  in  imagi- 
nation. 

There  was  among  the  carpenters  of  my  party  a  discharged  sol- 
dier of  the  name  of  Holubb,  who  was  a  better  mill-wright  than 
AmcsTROxo,  and  upon  whom,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  Abmstrovg 
iiad  depended  to  build  the  mill.  I  then  made  a  bargain  with 
IsAAo  Saunders,  one  of  the  carpenters  Armstrong  had  taken  up, 
giving  him  an  interest  in  the  mill  to  superintend  it,  and  engaged 
HoLMBS  by  the  day  to  build  the  mill.  There  had  been  very  little 
^ork  done  during  the  summer,  and  thej  did  not  get  the  mill  ready 
to  commence  sawing  until  March,  1831 ;  and  b;  the  Ist  of  June 
following,  had  sawed  about  100,000  feet  of  lumber.  It  was  im- 
possible  at  that  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien  to  get  any  other  bands 
than  Canadians,  except  occasionally  a  discharged  soldier;  and 
among  the  Americans  that  were  at  the  mill,  there  was  not  one 
who  knew  how  to  construct  a  raft. 

n  The  Oanadian  manner  of  rafting  had  been  to  lay  two  floats  of 
w limber  about  ten  inches  squfire,  and  rafb  the  boards  on  them,  and 
iitb^  rafred  our  lumber  in  that  way ;  but  when  they  bad  completed 
<^lb4  raft,  they  found  tihare  was  not  water  enough  to  float  it,  the 
If  being  v^ry  low)  that  ipring.    J^  many  of  the  men's  time 
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would  be  out  in  May,  I  wont  np  with  another  get  of  hands  towp- 
plj  the  places  of  those  that  woald  come  awBj  with  the  raft.  Bat 
on  arriving  there,  I  found  the  water  very  low,  and  the  Caoadiana 
declared  that  the  lumber  cou^d  not  bo  rafted  out  of  the  river.  It 
appeared  that  we  would  Lave  to  wait  for  a  riee  of  water;  and  hav- 
ing a  double  set  of  hands,  I  coucluded  to  build  another  mill,  on  a 
atream  about  one  mile  from  tho  other.  I  set  the  haudd  to  work 
gettiDg  out  timber  for  tho  dam,  mill,  &c. 

The  Canadians  who  had  first  gone  there,  and  went  back  with 
me  against  their  will,  and  whrse  times  wero  about  expiring,  were 
8till  disposed  to  be  mutin'^'ii^,  and  declared  their  intention  of  not 
waiting  for  a  rise  of  water  to  get  the  timber  out,  and  of  leaving 
as  soon  as  their  time  ehonld  expiie.  I  told  them  that  they  conld 
not  leave  until  they  took  down  the  lumber ;  that  1  wonid  pay  tfcem 
for  their  time,  and  that  they  conld  not  get  permis^siont^  go  aniesa 
Ibey  took  it  by  force,  and  that,  I  did  not  think,  woald  be  very 
aafe  for  them  to  attempt  while  I  was  (here,  and  if  they  cut  a  pine 
tree  to  make  a  canoe  of,  I  would  have  them  prosecuted  and  im- 
piisonod— and,  as  aCanadian  is  much  afraid  of  a  jail,  they  eon- 
eluded  to  continue  their  work. 

During  the  time  I  was  contriving  how  this  lumber  was  to  be  got 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mcnomonee,  and  talking  with  Uouai  one 
day  about  it,  he  told  me  he  had  somewhere  seen  lumber  raited 
over  rapids  by  lujing  one  sawed  board  or  slab  lapping  aboot  half 
its  length  upon  another,  after  the  manner  of  shingling,  and  thae 
repeat  and  combine  until  the  raft  or  crib  should  be  formed ;  and 
that  it  would  hang  t<»gether  in  j^assing  over  any  rapids.  CTpoa 
this  hiut  I  caused  a  crib  to  be  made,  but  the  men  saiv!  it  would 
drown  any  one  who  would  be  fool  hardy  enough  to  take  it  over 
the  rapids.  I  waited  till  the  following  Sunday,  when  the  men 
Would  be  idle,  and  then  told  two  of  the  hands  that  if  they  woald 
take  that  crib  to  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee«  I  would  pay  thtm 
one  dollar  each.  They  did  so  without  aecident,  and  retomed  Kj 
land  before  night,  and  reported  thai  tha^  laatbar  eould  be 
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down  in  that  way  without  any  difficulty.  The  men  now  went  to 
work  and  rafted  it;  got  it  nearly  all  to  tbo  month  of  the  river, 
when  abont  the  Ist  of  June,  it  commenced  raining,  and  continned 
most  of  tbe  time  very  hard  for  a  fortnight  Tbo  stream  on  which 
onr  dam  was,  rose  in  mbout  twelve  hours  sometbing  like  twelve 
feet,  and  the  Menomonee  River  abont  tbe  sanie,  carrying  away 
the  dam,  and  sweeping  the  loose  made  cribs  of  lumber  from  their 
moorings,  anJ  scattered  the  lumber  over  tbe  bottoms  of  tbe  Me- 
nomonee and  Chipj-ewa  Rivers.  About  fifty  tbons^nd  feet  of  this 
lumber  was  afterwards  recovered  in  a  damage*!  state,  at  a  great 
expense,  and  taken  to  St.  Louis  and  sold  at  a  foduccd  price.  Such 
were  pomo  of  Ibe  diffii-ullies  a- tendiig  tbe  early  aMeinpts  at  lumber- 
leg  in  thirt  country.  Tbo  only  bandji  thut  cfjnld  be  rirpb»jed  were 
tbe  Cnna'lian  v<ryayeHr8\  tbey  cou!d  row  a  boat  well,  or  run  a 
rafr,  hut  tliat  was  ab  »ut  tbo  exterit  of  their  knowledge  of  lumber- 
ing. Oociuionaliy  }<>u  (:o;i!d  pick  np  a  di^cb:irged  soldier  tbat 
had  some  knowledge  of  ibe  liUbir.css,  and  tliese  were  the  materials 
tbat  pioneer  saw  imll  prOi-riutors  had  to  use,  and  manage  as  best 
they  could. 

Shortly  aftor  tbis,  Daniel  WHrrNKT,  of  Green  Bay,  obtained 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  similar  permit  to  tbat  giantt'd  to  Mr. 
RoLKiTB  and  mjseif,  and  built  a  mill  upon  tbe  Upper  Widcouain. 

Of  all  tbo  foreigners  tbat  came  to  this  country,  tbo  Canadians 
of  Frencb  extraction  seemed  to  have  tbe  It  ast  id^a  of  the  privi- 
leges of  American  citizensbip.  It  appeared  almost  impossible  to 
instil  into  tbcir  minds  any  tbing  of  tbo  independence  of  Belf  ^ov- 
ernment,  ai»d  this  was  uot  conlined  entirely  to  tbe  uneducated,  but 
would  apply  more  or  lens  to  the  partially  educated  classes.  Tbey 
do  not  consider  it  a  privibge  to  vote  f»r  the  olKcers  wbo  are 
to  govern  tiK-m  ;  and  c  uinider  it  only  desirable  to  u.<e  tbe  elective 
francbioc  in  order  to  gratify  some  friend  who  bas  atked  them  to 
vote  for  himself  or  bis  candidate ;  and  when  so  requested,  tbey 
are  i^>  polite  to  refuse,  nulesa  a  previous  promise  had  been  mada 
to  apoio  other. 


us 

I  have  lived  among  this  ]>eopIe  upwards  of  thirtjr  years,  aad  h^mt 
taken  considerable  iatere^t  in  electioos,  and  freqaently  aaked  thfi 
people  to  vote  lot  the  candidate  that  I  supported,  and  recollect 
bat  a  solitary  instance,  in  all  that  time,  where  a  man  had  the  in- 
dependence to  rci'usd  uiy  lequest.  It  wat  amusing  after  the 
comity  of  C  iwford  was  <  r^anized,  and  an  e!eciiou  was  to  take 
place  for  a  delegate  to  Conj;;ree6  Irorn  Michigan,  ti>  see  these  peo- 
ple about  election  time.  It  so  Iiappencd  that  Jo?}£PH  R  •lltte  and 
myself  influenced  about  an  equal  number  of  voters,  and  as  we 
generally  sup i juried  diflerent  candidate:^,  these  people  would  meet, 
and  talk  among  tliemsQ^ves  about  the  election,  asking  each  other 
who  they  were  going  to  vote  for?  The  answer  invariably  was, 
"  Je  va  vote  pour  Mons.  Rolbtfe;"  or  ^^Je  va  vote  pour  Mon$. 
LooKWooD ;"  the  names  of  the  opposing  candidates  never  being 
meiiiioned,  and  very  seldom  known — a  rather  amusing  circam- 
stance. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1824,  a  delegate  to  Congress  was  to 
be  elected  for  Michigan ;  and  Michigan,  like  all  other  portions 
of  the  Union,  bad  several  patriotic  men  who  desired  to  eacri- 
ficc  themselves  to  the  service  of  their  country.  Among  the  nu- 
merous candidates,  Mr.  Rolette  and  I  each  selected  one  for  oar 
support,  and  solicited  the  votes  of  the  Canadians  for  our  respect- 
ive candidates.  Among  the  voters  was  a  respectab'e  and  indos- 
trions  fanner  living  in  the  lower  end  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  by  the 
name  of  Barretip,  whose  vote  had  been  solicited  both  by  Mr. 
RoLETTK  ai«d  myself;  but  Barrbtte  being  engaged  in  getting  in 
his  spring  crop  of  grain,  and  thinking  if  he  went  to  the  election 
he  would  otiend  one  or  the  other  of  us,  which  ho  wished  to  avoid, 
concluded  it  would  be  wisest  to  remain  at  home,  an3  work  on  his 
farm.  Mr.  Rolette's  idea  of  the  elective  franchise  was  snch,  that 
he  believed  that  every  man  was  bound  te  vote,  and,  moreover 
that  he  should  do  it  precisely  in  accordance  with  his  loader's 
wishes,  without  exercising  any  judgment  whatever  of  his  owQ. 
Hr.  RoLBTTK  buing  a  Canadian  by  birth,  of  French  extraction,  and 
although  an  educated  man,  considered  himself  insulted  bj  Bab- 
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bbtib's  not  ooming  to  the  election  and  voting  for  bia  candidate,  ■  * 
and  declared  that  he  wonld  be  revenged  on  him. 

There  was  a  law  at  that  time  in  Michigan  preventing  stnd  horses  ' 
from  running  at  largo  when  over  eighteen  months  of  ago,  under  " 
a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each  offence,  "  if  willingly  or  wilfully  * 
at  large."  At  this  time  the  water  was  high  in  the  Mississippii  ' 
and  the  old  village  of  Prairie  dn  Chicn  was  an  island.  One 
morning  shortly  after  the  election,  Mr.  Rolette  with  his  men'  ' 
brought  me  two  horses  of  the  aforesaid  descripiion,  and  hitched 
them  before  my  door.  I  was  then  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Eolettb  ' 
entered  my  house  under  considerable  apparent  excitement,  saying, 
he  had  brought  me  two  horses  that  were  running  at  large  contrary 
to  law.  1  answered  him,  thai  I  did  not  want  the  horses,  nor  was 
I  going  to  take  charge  of  them.  Mr.  Kolkttb  then  abked,  as  they 
were  at  largo  contrary  to  law,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  I  answered, 
that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  horses,  and  should  not 
take  charge  of  them ;  but  if  he  wished  to  make  a  complaint  against 
their  owners,  I  was  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  Mr.  Rolette  then 
concluded  to  make  such  complaint  against  liARRETTE,  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  horses,  and  let  the  other  off,  as  ho  had  no  pique  to 
gratify  in  his  case.  Process  was  accordingly  issued  against  Bar- 
bette, and  80(»n  returned  served.  On  the  day  of  trial,  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Perkins,  heretofore  i^oken  of,  seeing  that  the  suit 
was  brought  by  an  apparently  wealthy  man  to oppiess  a  j;oor  one, 
volunteered  his  services  to  assist  in  defending  him,  and  on  calling 
the  case  the  defendant  demanded  a  jury.  The  Ligit^lature  of 
Michigan  hud  some  two  or  three  years  before  this  reduced  the 
jnry  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  six,  and  the  year  preceding 
this  trial,  they  had  repealed  that  law,  without  any  saving  clause. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  decided  that  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
revived  the  old  one  of  twelve  jurors,  and  accordingly  had  a  jury 
of  that  number  summoned  and  sworn.  It  so  happened  that  there 
were- some  Americans  on  the  jury,  and  as  the  trial  proceeded,  the 
defendant  admitted  that  his  horse  was  at  large,  but  not  "  willingly 
or  wflfuUy,"  and  proved  that  his  home  was  old,  and  had  been  work* 
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cd  down  yerj  poor  in  the  spring,  and  that  when  he  was  tbroogfa 
with  Lis  work  and  wished  to  torn  him  out  on  the  Prairie,  to  save 
himself  from  the  penalty  of  the  Uw,  he  had  taken  him  to  be  cas- 
trated to  the  only  man  on  the  P»airie  that  pretended  to  perfirmsach 
opeiationB.  But  he  declined  do<ng  so,  saying  that  the  horee  was 
too  poor  and  weak  to  live  through  if,  and  that  ho  had  better  tarn 
him  out  on  the  Prairie  to  reet  and  reeniit  a  few  days,  as  he  could 
do  no  harm.  Under  this  testiincmy,  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
for  defendant,  stating  that  Barrettk's  horse  was  neither  "  wiltully 
nor  willingly  "  at  large,  contrary  to  law. 

AftiT  this  Barrktfe,  by  a^lvice  of  his  friend,  bronght  pnit 
against  Mr.  KoLKrn:,  befon^  N.  noiLviN,Et»q.,  another  Jnetice  of  the 
PiBoe,  for  trePpa^B,  and  swimming  liis  horse  across  the  slt^ngh  of 
Bt.  Ferole,  nnd  had  auotlier  jury,  who  gave  Barrkttb  five  do'lars 
damages  and  co-ts,  which  mortifierl  Mr.  R(»l»':tte  vrry  nmch.  He 
did  not  caie  so  much  abont  the  money,  as  ho  did  ahont  itrempting 
to  pnnit»h  a  C:ina!ian  farmer  for  disobeying  his  wiehcB,  and  to 
have  that  farmer  beat  him. 

In  the  fall  of  1818,  a  severe  fight  took  place  on  the  prairie  be- 
twien  Lac  Traveree  and  the  head  waters  of  the  MissisHijipi,  under 
something  like  the  following  circumstances,  as  related  to  me  im- 
XDidiately  after  by  some  Indians  jrho  had  partic'pated  in  the  ac- 
tion. I  was  then  at  my  wintering  station  near  Lmc  qiii-Parle,  on 
tlir  St.  Peters.  During  the  summer  a  Yankt«»n  chief,  who  gener- 
ally resi'Jed  near  Lac  Traverse,  called  by  the  French  the  Grand 
81N0KE,  had  met  with  some  Chippcwas,  with  whom  he  had  smok- 
ed the  p'pe  of  peace,  and  after  the  council  had  broken  up,  and 
the  Chippewas  were  wending  their  way,  as  they  supposed^  eafelj 
to  their  Ijoincs,  when  a  |jarty  of  the  Grand  Sinork^s  hand  fallowed 
them  and  killed  some  of  the  men,  and  took  one  woman  pHaoner. 
Upon  this,  eleven  young  Chippewas  armed,  provisioned,  and  pro* 
Tided  with  moccasins,  and  started  for  the  Sioux  country,  declaring 
that  they  would  not  return  until  they  had  avenged  the  insult  and 
outrage.    They  travellied  in  the  Sioaz  coimtry  aboat  a  moutk 
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without  falling  iu  with  any  Sioux,  and  were  apparently  on  their 
way  home,  when  on  the  prairie  between  Lac  Traverse  and  the 
head  waters  of  the  MissisBippi,  they  discovered  a  largo  camp  of 
Sioux  of  abont  five  hundred  lodges.  As  they  were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  camp,  they  were  discovered  by  some  Sioux  on 
horseback,  who  immediately  gave  notice  to  tlie  cam]).  The  Cbip- 
pewas  finding  that  they  were  discovered, and  that  theirfate  was  seal- 
ed,sent  one  of  their  number  home  to  carry  tidings  of  their  probable 
destruction,  and  the  other  ten  got  into  a  copse  of  timber  and  brush 
on  the  prairie,  and  commenced  throwing  up  breast  works  by  dig- 
ging holes  with  their  knives  and  hands,*  determined  to  sell  their 
lives  as  dearly  as  possible,  knowing  that  there  was  not  the  re- 
motest hope  for  their  escape. 

In  a  short  time  the  warriors  from  the  Sioux  camp  surrounded 
them,  and,  it  would  appear,  made  the  attack  without  much  order 
or  system,  and  fought  something  like  the  militia  in  the  Black 
Ilawk  war  at  the  attack  near  Kellogg's,  where  each  one  attacked 
and  fought  on  his  own  account  without  orders.  To  show  their 
bravery,  the  Sioux  would  approach  the  entrenched  Chippewas 
singly,  but  from  the  covert  and  deadly  fire  of  the  Chippewas, 
they  were  sure  to  fall.  They  continued  to  fight  in  this  way,  until 
about  seventy  of  the  Sioux  were  killed  or  wounded,  when  one  of 
the  Sioux  war  chiefs  cried  out,  that  the  enemy  were  killing  them  in 
detail,  and  directed  a  general  onset,  when  they  all  in  a  body  rush- 
ed upon  the  Chippewas  with  knives  and  tomahawks ;  and,  after  a 
severe  struggle,  overpowered  and  exterminaced  them,  wounding 
in  the  melee  many  of  their  own  people.  The  bravo  Chippewas 
had  exhausted  their  amunition,and  now  fell  a  sacrafice  to  superior 
numbers.  Thus  perished  ten  as  intrepid  warriors  as  ever  entered 
the  battle  field.  The  eleventh  pursued  his  way,  and  carried  to  his 
people  the  news  of  the  probable  fate  of  the  others.  The  Sioux 
exulted  in  their  mournful  victory,  which  was  purchased  at  the 
cost  of  the  lives  of  between  seventy  and  eighty  of  their  warriors. 
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K  Bcalpa  are  taken  after  the  fall  of  the  leaves  from  the  trees,  it 
is  usual  for  the  Indians  to  continue  the  scalp  dance  over  them  un- 
til the  appearance  of  the  leaves  again,  when  the  scalps  are  buried 
with  considerably  ceremony ;  and  if  scalps  are  taken  after  the  put- 
ting out  of  the  leaves,  thoj  continue  to  dance  until  their  fall  in 
the  autumn. 

In  the  year  1828,  Qeneral  Joseph  M.  Street  was  appointed  In- 
dian Agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  arrived  alone  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  to  assume  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and,  in  the  winter, 
returned  to  Illinois  and  brought  his  family  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year,  being  the  first  family  who  settled 
in  Prairie  du  Chien  that  made  a  profession  of  religion  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith  of  anv  of  the  different  sects. 

In  1830,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cok,  '^ho  claimed  to  be  a  min- 
ister of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  missionary  to  the  Indians, 
passed  through  the  country,  and  remained  over  Sunday  at  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  and  made  an  attempt  at  preaching ;  but  he  was  a 
very  illiterate  man,  and  not  over  stocked  with  good  sense.  I 
must  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  this  man.  He  made  several 
trips  to  the  upper  Indian  country,  and  on  one  occasion  took  pas- 
sage on  a  keel-boat,  and  arrived  within  about  thirty  miles  of  Fort 
Snelling  on  Satarday  night ;  and  as  the  boat  would  start  early  in 
the  morning,  and  he  would  not  travel  on  the  Sabbath,  he  went 
on  shore  without  provisions,  and  encamped  over  Sunday,  and  on 
Monday  made  his  way  to  Fort  Snelling,  hungry  and  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Sometime  in  the  year  1832,  a  student  of  divinity,  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  sect,  came  here  and  taught  school  for 
about  six  months,  and  on  Sundays  attempted  to  preach. 

In  some  of  the  treaties  with  the  Winnebagoes,*  provision  had 


*  At  the  treatj  of  Fort  Armstronf ,  Rock  laUnd,  of  which  Gen.  Soott  aod  Got.  Bcynolds  irti*  tb« 
flODimlnioiMrB,  cuncladod  Sept  16, 1882,  in  part  consideration  for  a  claim  ol  land,  it  was  htipntaCrd  that 
th«  0«Bara]  OoTenunent  ihoiild,  for  a  term  of  twentj-Mven  jeaxv,  maintain  a  aehool  at  or  aw  TMftila 
daChian  for  the  education  and  rapport  of  each  Winnebago  children  at  ahonld  ke  voloBtftrtly  twi  to 
i^  to  be  conducted  I7  two  or  more  toachert,  and  at  an  annual  cost  not  to  fzceH  the  worn  of  Hut* 
tlMuiBd  doUm,  Xtt^Kll 
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been  made  for  an  Indian  Bchool  near  Prairie  dn  Chien,  and  in  the 
year  1833,  the  Rev.  David  Lowby,  of  the  Onmberland  Presbyte- 
rian denomination,  came  to  the  place  as  superintendent  of  said 
Indian  school,  but  it  was  about  a  year  thereafter  before  suitable 
buildings  were  erected  on  the  Yellow  river  in  Iowa,  and  Mr. 
LowBY  remained  at  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  preached  on  Sundays ; 
and  during  this  time,  collected  those  professing  religion  of  the 
different  denominations  into  a  society.  In  the  fall  of  1835,  the 
Rev.  Alfked  Bbukson  visited  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  returned 
home  the  same  autumn  ;  and  in  the  spring  of  1836,  he  came  back 
with  his  family,  as  snperinteiident  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Mission  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior.  He  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  built  a  house,  the  materials  for  which  he 
brought  with  him  from  Meadville,  Pa  ,  and  continued  for  several 
years  laboring  in  his  missionary  capacity.  He  several  times 
visited  the  missions  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  when  at  the 
Prairie,  preached  and  formed  a  Methodist  society.  In  the  year 
1836,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Caddle,  of  the  Episcopal  church,  came  to  the 
Prairie  as  a  missionary,  but  was  shortly  after  appointed  chaplain 
to  Fort  Crawford,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  1841,  when 
feeling,  as  he  expressed  it,  that  he  was  not  in  his  proper  place 
preaching  to  soldiers,  who  went  to  hear  him  more  from  compul- 
sion than  anything  else,  he  resigned  his  chaplaincy,  and  again 
.entered  the  missionary  service  in  another  part  of  the  Territory. 
Mr.  Caddle,  while  -chaplain  of  the  fort,  formed  a  church  of  the 
few  communicants  of  the  Prairie,  and  the  ofiScers  and  ladies  of 
the  fort,  which  he  called  Trinity,  but  was  obliged  for  most  of  the 
church  officers  to  elect  non  communicants. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  another  of  the  early  American  set- 
tlers. In  1833,  the  quarter-master  of  Fort  Crawford  advertised  in 
Galena  for  proposals  for  a  contract  to  furnish  the  fort  with  a  year's 
supply  of  wood.  EzEEisL  Tainteb  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
£eed,  got  the  contract,  and  came  here  and  supplied  the  first  con- 
tract together,  at  the  end  of  which  Mr,  Eeed  left  the  country. 
Mr.  Taintkb  remained,  and  continued  for  several  years  ^to  take 
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the  wood  contract,  tc^ether  with  that  for  supplying  the  fort  with 
beef;  and  at  this  business,  which  he  well  understood,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  on  the  bluff  where  he  cut  his 
wood,  he  made  money  quite  fast,  as  he  was  industrious  and  saying. 
He  sent  for  his  family,  which  he  had  left  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  paid  off  some  old  scores  that  ho  had  previously  been 
unable  to  do,  and  had  some  money  left  for  which  he  had  no  im- 
mediate use.  Kotwithstauding  he  knew  nothing  about  merchan- 
dizing, he  concluded  as  he  expressed  it,  "  that  the  merchants  were 
coining  money,  and  that  he  would  have  a  hand  in  ;"  and  borrow- 
ing some  means  in  addition  to  his  own,  went  to  St.  Louis  and  pur- 
chased a  small  stock  of  goods,  which,  as  might  be  expected^  were 
not  very  judiciously  selected  for  the  market.  During  this  time 
his  brother  Gobuam  arrived  by  his  assistance,  whom  ho  took  into 
partnership  ;  but  knowing  as  little  about  mercantile  affairs  as  his 
brother,  the  business  was  not  very  well  conducted.  Both  had 
large  families  to  support,  and  it  appears  that  they  kept  no  ac- 
count of  expenses,  or  of  what  each  took  from  the  store.  If  one 
wanted  an  article,  the  other  took  something  else  to  balance  it 
They  continued  business  for  about  two  years,  when  they  took  an 
account  of  stock,  and  found  a  deficiency  of  about  three  thousand 
dollars,  for  which  they  could  not  account ;  and  as  goods  to  this 
amount  had  been  taken  from  the  store  without  keeping  any  ac- 
count of  them,  it  did  not  at  first  occur  to  their  minds  that  their 
families  had  consumed  them.  This  satisfied  Mr.  Tainter  that 
money  was  not  so  easily  gained  by  merchandizing  as  he  had  sup- 
posed, and  he  returned  to  farming,  and  is  now  a  resident  and 
worthy  citizen  of  the  county. 

In  the  year  1842,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephrns,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  who  had  been  on  a  missionary  service  somewhere  in  tfae 
Indian  country,  came  as  a  missionary  of  that  denomination,  fonn- 
ed  a  church,  and  continued  here  two  or  three  years.  There  being 
too  few  members  of  his  church  to  supply  the  means  of  sapport 
with  the  stipend  he  received  from  the  Missionary  Sodety,  he  left 
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for  some  other  part  of  the  Territory,  since  which  time  the  Meth- 
odists have  supplied  the  place  regalarljr  with  preachers,  and  ooca* 
sionally  a  transient  clergyman  of  some  other  denomination  visits 
ns  and  preaches.  Bev.  Alfbed  Bbukson  since  his  residence  at 
Prairie  da  Chien,  has  probably  taken  more  interest  than  any  oth- 
er person  in  it,  to  develop  the  resonrces  of  the  country,  having  at 
different  times  visited  most  parts  of  Western  and  Northern  Wis- 
consin, and  has  written  and  published  several  articles  on  the  sub- 
ject, well  calculated  to  attract  attention  to  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Of  the  old  inhabitants  found  at  the  Prairie  on  mj  arrival  here,  * 
John  W.  Johnson  the  factor,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  county 
court,  was  in  1832,  relieved  of  his  duties  as  factor,  by  the  winding 
up  of  the  factory  system  of  Indian  trade,  when  he  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  died  a  few  years  since.  Fbancis  Bouthillikb, 
one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  county  court,  moved  to  Ga- 
lena, near  which  place  he  died  in  1833  or  '34. 

Wilfred  Owens  ended  his  days  in  1821  by  cutting  his  throat 
in  a  fit  of  mental  derangement  ;*  and  John  L.  Findley,  the  first 
clerk  of  the  court,  went,  in  1821,  in  comply  with  a  Frenchman 
by  the  name  of  Depouse,  and  a  Canadian  named  Babrette,  up 
the  Mississippi  in  a  canoe  on  some  business.  On  their  arrival  at 
Lac  Pepin,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa,  they  met  with  a 
war  party  of  Chippewas  looking  for  Sioux  Indians,  and  the  whites 
being  probably  overcharged  with  whiskey,  of  which  they  were 
all  exceedingly  fond,  a  quarrel  ensued,  as  was  afterwards  learned 
from  the  Chippewas.  Barrette,  who  had  been  lumbering  on  the 
Black  River  the  previous  winter,  recognized  in  one  of  the  Indians 
of  the  war  party,  one  whom  he  believed  had  formerly  stolen  his 
horse ;  and  b^ing  of  rather  a  pugnacious  disposition,  and  proba- 


•The  followin;  notice  of  Mr.  Owrag*  ddath,  tre  find  In  the  Detroit  Gazette,  Oct.  Stb,  1821 :  **  Died  at 
FniiiB  da  Chien,  on  the  23d  of  Anguit  iMt^  Mt.  WnmD  Uwura,  merchant.  He  committed  lalddt  bj 
cmtllag  an  artery  of  his  arm,  and  blji  throaty  in  the  preeenee  of  two  of  hii  frieade,  and  wai  Mippoaed 
to  he  ioMne.  Mr.  Owtst  wae  Jndge  of  ^rolMte,  and  JInodate  Juptire,  la  the  coontj  of  Omwiotd,  and 
m  r^rj  leipeetahle  member  of  ^ndetf  .'*  U  0.  D . 
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blj  Bimdiarged  with  whiskey,  impradently  chaiged  the  Indian 
with  the  theft.  Upon  which  a  quarrel  ensned,  which  ended  in 
tiie  TnHimnf  mnrdering  the  whole  party,  and  plnndering  them  of 
their  goods,  provisions,  &c. 

JoHs  p.  Gates,  the  first  Register  of  the  Probate,  on  the  dosing 
of  the  factory,  went  to  Carondelet,  Missonri,  where  he  was 
drowned  a  few  years  since.  Thomas  McNaik,  the  first  Sheriff  of 
the  county,  moved  down  to  Fever  river  near  Galena,  abont  1830, 
and,  as  I  learned,  died  a  few  years  since  in  some  part  of  Illinois. 
Nicholas  Boilyix  died  on  a  keel-boat  on  his  way  to  St.  Lonis, 
abont  the  summer  of  1824.  Joseph  Roleitb*  died  al  Prairie  dn 
Chien  in  1641« 

While  our  county  court  was  still  in  existence,  a  district  court 


*  Mxs.  KmzM  nlatn  ia  ittr  Watt^Bmm  the  follovias  capital  ftorr  of  X.  RoLxm.  Thm 
OB  Uk«  Wir»bA^  whnt  IL  aoLsm  «m  eagkgtd  wiU  a  tading^bofti^  wkai  te  vak  —ntharboofc 
•B  whkh  ven  hie  emplojMa,  ^mUt  from  Pn£rie  da  CMea.  "  Of  oootm.  ftfter  aa  obMSfoe  of  somt 
wMks  tnm  Kojob^  tht  aiMtlag  on  th«M  Iom^j  wateio,  sad  tho  grtingtig  of  ■««%  vat  a  oea- 
cUm  of  fnot  exciteamit.  Tbo  Umu  vir  rtoppcd  earnest  grertiiigi  intefthaDfed— qwatSon  foUowvd 
qaMtioD. 

«*  A  /  Wen"— enqaifod  H.  BouEjrrx, "  bare  they  finbfaed  the  mw  hooae  •" 

*■  Omi,  Memtumrr 

^  EUa  cA«»i»M,  fmmt-t'tlU  r    (Doei  the  chianet  smoke  :, 

*- Aad  the  harrMt^Low  i«  that :" 

*»  Verr  fine,  lodef!." 

«*  If  tiie  mill  at  work  'r 

*^  Yei,  plenty  of  water.' 

•^  How  U  Whip  ?••    (Hi*  (avorite  Lorw . , 

«0h!  Whip  la  lint  rate.'* 

Brir7thiB|^  in  ehorl^  alioal  the  fttore*  the  iana,  the  btuiaoM  of  rariou  dBtcriptlooa  baiiif  aatilbeit- 
fUj  gone  o*er,  there  wa*  no  occuion  for  farther  delaj*.    It  waa  time  to  prooe«d. 

"  Ek  :  bifu—adini .'  bon  T«jafft  r 

•'Jrrmcha-weMgeutr    (Cio  ahead,  men  .') 

Then  auddenlj  — "  Jrrettz-<tmUz  " *    ^Stop :  stop !; 

*<  Commrnt tf  yrrt^mt  Madmme  Rolttf  tt  Irt  f^f^nti  J"    [Eow  are  Mrs.  BOLsm  and  tho  ^114«b ?> 

Mrs.  KmiE  aim  i^rea  oa  another  ^limpee  of  M.  Bourra'a  character.  The  Indiana,  aha  nfl.  ttUad 
hia  AH-KAT.XArp.sa.TAB,  or  Fhe  if»r<->booaoa«,  aa  th^  aald,  kt  them  ofltc  what  aamkvflff  ikiai 
thif  might,  In  baiteriog  for  an  article,  hia  Urrma  weac  iBrarUUij  "  firt  moraL"* 

'•UpoB  one  oecMion,**  oontinata  51ra.  Kunu,  **ala4f  remaihad  to  Uaa,  *  Oh,]C  BouTXi^  X ««ili B0t 
b*iNPiC«diatha  Indian  trade;  itacema  tomaaajstwaaCdiaatiagtbepoorlndiMM.* 

* Utme  teU  joa,  madame,'  replied  he  with  great  naiteU,  'it  laao4 ao  aaij n  thii«  to  chMl  Ite  b- 

diaas  aa  yon  imagine.    I  hare  triad  it  these  twenty  years,  and  have  nrr«r  raeeacdad  r  ** 

L.O.D. 
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was  established,  in  1823,'"'  comprieing  the  counties  of  MackinaW| 
Brown  and  Crawford,  and  an  additional  Jndge  appointed,  m  the 
person  of  James  Ddtane  DotIt,  a  young  lawyer  of  Detroit,  thea 
only  about  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He  had  come  to  Prairie 
du  Ohien  in  the  fall  of  1823,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  his  resi* 
dence,  and  remained  until  after  the  following  May  term  of  his 
court.  Soon  after  arriTing  at  Prairie  dn  Chien,  and  finding  our 
mail  matter  came  up  on  keol-boats,  or  by  military  express  seat 
occasionally  for  the  special  purpose,  to  Olarksville,  Missouri,  a 
village  about  one  hundred  miles  above  St.  Louis,  and  the  then 
nearest  post  office,  Judge  Dott  made  application  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  which  was  granted,  and  he  was  appointed  post-master, 
with  the  privilege  of  expending  the  proceeds  of  the  office  for  car- ' 
rying  the  mail.  The  receipts  for  postage,  together  with  contribu- 
tions from  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  officers  of  the  garrison, 
enabled  him  to  send  Jeak  B.  Soyeb,  an  old  voyageur^  one  trip  to 
Olarksville  during  the  winter,  for  which  ^he  was  paid  thirty  dol- 
lars. When  Judge  Doty  arrived  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as 
Judge,  he  brought  me  a  commission  as  derk  of  his  court  for 
Orawford  county,  which  1  declined  to  accept 

As  (here  were  then  no  attornies  here,  and  Judge  Dorr  learning 
that  I  had  at  one  time  studied  law,  and  had  relinquished  the  pro- 
fession for  mercantile  pursuits,  suggested  that  I  had  better  resume 
the  practice  of  the  law,  and  kindly  tendered  me  the  use  of  his 


•  It  U  itated  in  Mr.  Oai»o'»  Addresa,  th*«  II  wm  ftt  th«  182a-*a4  MsBlon  of  Gonertaa,  that  the 
jadidal  district  waa  established.  It  was  done  at  the  prerioos  teiision,  when  an  act  was  passed  to  pro- 
lide  for  the  appointment  of  "  an  additional  Jndg«  for  the  T^rrltorj  of  Miefaigan/'  and  jorisdictlon  was 
giren  to  the  courts  hold  by  him  ovtir  the  counties  of  Mackinaw,  Brown  and  Crawford,  which  indndad 
all  of  Michigan  not  in  the  Peninsula,  the  now  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  country  north  of  St.  Croix 
Biver  and  cyrt  of  tlw  Uiaaiaalppi  to  UUtnde  4^-^o w  under  tb»  fforernoMnt  of  Minoeaota.  In  tha  win- 
ter or  spring  of  1823,  Jaxu  D.  Dott  was  appointed  b/  President  Moitbob,  the  additional  Judge.  At 
the  senrfon  of  182S-'24,  Congress  changed  the  temiro  of  offlca  of  the  Jndgee  of  Michigan  from  *<  good 
babarlor  "  to  the  temi  of  foar  years,  and  Jvdga  Dott*!  re-appointmact  was  annonnoed  in  IftU§ 
JUgiiUr  of  Feb.  28, 1824.    The  first  term  of  Judge  Dott' I  court  was  held  at  Mackinaw,  in  Joly,  1828. 

Sating  a  dlserepancy  in  dates  fn  regard  to  this  matter  between  Mr.  Baibd  and  Judge  Loocwood, 
J«l|gi  Dott  waa  rtllnTtd  to,  to  sA  the  nattar  ilgh^  viw  ha9  finnialMd  tht  fMita  in  tbU  Bots 

L.  C.  D. 
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library  and  any  iDBtmctions  I  might  require,  in  order  to  refresh  my 
stodies.  Xot  being  extensively  engaged  in  business  at  this  time, 
I  availed  myself  of  Judge  Dorr's  snggestions,  library  and  instruc- 
tions, and  studied  hard  all  the  following  winter  and  spring ;  and, 
although  I  had  obtained  considerable  knowledge  of  law,  I  was 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  practice  of  courts,  except  what  I  learned 
from  old  English  authors  on  that  subject.  I  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession,  and  attended  the  courts  of  Brown  and 
Mackinaw,  and  found  no  attoroies  in  Brown ;  but  at  Mackinaw 
found  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rex  Bobd^sox,  who  had  studied  law 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  but  had  abandoned  it,  and  come  to 
Mackinaw  to  try  his  luck  in  the  Indian  Trade ;  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Les,  who  bailed  from  Ohio,  and  claimed  to  be  a  lawyer, 
but  wLose  greatest  qualilication  was  his  impudence  ;  and  Hekbt 
S.  Baikd,  then  quite  a  young  man,  just  commencing  the  practice, 
and  whom  I  considered  the  best  lawyer  among  ns. 

Until  the  year  1824,  it  was  belieyed  that  a  steamboat  could  not 
come  up  to  Prairie  du  Chien  over  the  Des  Moines  and  Bock  Riyer 
rapids.  But  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  DAvm  Gr.  Bates,  who  bad 
for  several  years  been  engaged  in  running  keel  boats  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  the  water  then  being  at  a  good  stage  in  the  riTor, 
brought  to  Prairie  da  Cbien  a  very  small  boat  called  the  I^utnam. 
She  was  one  of  the  smallest  class  of  boats  that  run  on  the  Ohio  in 
a  low  stage  of  water.  Capt.  Bates  proceeded  to  Fort  Snelling  with 
his  boat.  In  June  following,  boats  of  a  much  larger  class  came 
over  the  rapids,  and  went  to  Fort  Snelling  with  supplies  for  the 
troops.  Since  then  the  river  from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Snelling  has 
been  navigated  by  steamboats,  increasing  every  year  in  size  and 
convenience. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1823-4,  Judge  Doty  concluded  to  change 
his  residence  from  Prairie  du  Chien  to  Green  Bay,  and  resigned 
his  ofl9ce  of  post-master,  and  recommended  me  for  the  vacancy ; 
and  I  was  appointed,  with  the  same  power  and  authority  that  be 
had.    I  applied  during  the  summer  of  1824,  aad  got  a  poat-offloa 
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estabHshed  at  Galena,  and  Ezbkibl  Lockwood  appointed  post-mas- 
ter ;  also  an  office  at  Bock  Island  with  Lee  DAVEin'OBT  postmaster ; 
the  proceeds  of  both  offices  to  be  applied  by  me  to  defraying  the 
expenses  of  convoying  the  mail  from  Prairie  da  Chien,  via  Galena 
and  Ilock  Island,  to  Clarksville,  Mo.  The  increased  fand  by  this 
new  arrangment,  enabled  me  to  send  the  mail  twice  daring  the 
winter  to  Clarksville,  and  thus  the  postal  arrangements  remained 
antil  the  close  of  1825,  when  a  post  rente  was  extended  from 
Springfield,  111.,  to  Galena;  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1S26| 
John  D.  Winters,  the  contractor,  arrived  at  Galena  with  the  first 
mail  sent  through  by  this  arrangement,  the  office  at  Prairie  dn 
Chien  continuing  to  send  to  Galena  for  her  mail  at  her  own  ex- 
pense, until  the  fall  of  1832,  when  Doct.  Addison  Phillko,  who 
had  obtained  the  contract  to  Prairie  du  Ohien,  sent  through  the 
mail. 

In  the  summer  of  1826,  a  grand  council  or  treaty  was  held  at 
Pridrie  du  Chien  with  the  different  tribes  of  Indians.  Gov. 
Cass  of  Michigan,  and  Gen.  Clark,  superintendent  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs for  Missouri  and  dependencies,  were  appointed  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  Indian  tribes  represented 
were  the  Sionx,  Sauks,  Foxes,  Chippewas,  Winnebagoes,  Menomo- 
necs,  and  lowas.  Some  of  the  Indians  from  up  the  Missouri  were 
expected,  but  did  not  come.  The  professed  object  of  this  treaty 
was  to  make  a  general  and  lasting  peace  between  these  tribes,  and 
also  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  them  respectively.  After 
I  understood  the  object  of  the  treaty,  I  asked  Gov.  Cass  what 
good  he  thought  would  result  from  it.  He  shrugged  up  his  shoul- 
ders, and  smiling  said,  that  they  would  have  it  so  at  Washington. 
They  made  the  treaty  of  perpetual  peace,  and  settled  the  bounda- 
ries between  the  different  tribes,  which  resulted  in  the  U.  States 
sending  a  corps  of  surveyors,  and  surveying  the  boundaries  at 
great  expense,  and  perhaps  keeping  the  Indians  at  peace  until 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  war  again. 

In  the  winter  of  1825-'26,,  the  wise  men  at  Washington  took  it 
20 
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into  their  heads  to  remove  the  troops  from  Fort  Crawford  to  Fort 
Snelling,  and  abandon  the  former.  This  measure  was  then  sup- 
posed to  have  been  bronght  abont  on  the  representation  of  Col. 
BmLLiNO  of  Fort  Snelling,  who  disliked  Prairie  dn  Chien  for  dif- 
ficulties he  had  with  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  During 
the  winter  there  were  confined  in  the  guard-house  of  Fort  Craw- 
ford two  Winnebago  Indians  for  some  of  their  supposed  dishonest 
acts ;  but  what  they  were  charged  with,  I  do  not  now  recollect. 
At  that  time,  as  already  mentioned,  our  mails  from  St  Louis,  the 
East  and  South,  came  via  Springfield  to  Galena,  and  the  post- 
xnaster  at  Prairie  du  Chien  sent  to  Galena  for  the  mails  of  that 
place  and  Fort  Snelling.  An  order  would  frequently  arrive  by 
steamboat  countermanding  a  previous  order  for  the  abandonment 
of  the  fort,  before  the  arrival  of  first  order  by  mail,  and  this  mat- 
ter continued  during  the  summer  of  1826,  and  until  October, 
when  a  positive  order  arrived  directing  the  commandant  of  Fort 
Crawford  to  abandon  the  fort,  and  proceed  with  the  troops  to  Fort 
Bnelling ;  and  if  he  could  not  procure  transportation,  to  leave  the 
provisions,  ammunition  and  fort  in  charge  of  some  citisen. 

But  a  few  days  previous  to  this  order,  there  had  been  an  alarm- 
ing report  circulated,  that  the  Winnebagoes  were  going  to  attack 
Fort  Crawford,  and  the  commandant  set  to  work  repairing  the  old 
fort,  and  making  additional  defences.  During  this  time  the  posi- 
tive order  arrived,  and  the  precipitancy  with  which  the  fort  was 
abandoned  during  the  alarm — was  communicated  to  the  Indians 
through  the  half-breeds  residing  at  or  visiting  the  place,  which 
naturally  caused  the  Winnebagoes  to  believe  that  the  troops 
had  fled  through  fear  of  them.  The  commandant  took  with  him 
to  Fort  Snelling  the  two  Winnebagoes  confined  in  Fort  Crawford, 
leaving  behind  some  provisions,  and  all  the  damaged  arms,  with 
a  brass  swivel  and  a  few  wall  pieces,  in  charge  of  Jonir  IEassh, 
the  then  Sub- Agent  at  this  place. 

The  Winnebagoes,  in  the  fall  of  1826,  obtained  from  the  traders 
their  usual  credit  for  goods,  and  went  to  their  hunting  grounds ; 
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but  earlj  ia  the  winter  a  report  became  current  among  the 
traderSi  that  the  Winnebagoes  had  heard  a  rumor  that  the  Amer-^ 
leans  and  En£;li8h  were  going  to  war  in  the  spring ;  and  hence  they 
were  holding  councils  to  decide  upon  the  course  they  should  adopt, 
hunting  barely  enough  to  obtain  what  they  wanted  to  subsist  upon 
in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  M.  Bbisboib  said  to  me  several  times  during  the  winteti 
that  he  feared  some  outrages  from  the  Winnebagoes  in  the  spring, 
as  from  all  he  could  gather  they  were  bent  on  war,  which  I  ought 
to  have  believed,  as  Mr.  Bribboib  had  been  among  them  engage 
in  trade  over  forty  years.  But  I  thought  it  impossible  that  the 
Winnebagoes,  surrounded  as  they  were  by  Americans,  and  troops 
in  the  country,  should  for  a  moment  seriously  entertain  such  an 
idea.  I  supposed  it  a  false  alarm,  and  gave  myself  vary  little  un- 
easiness about  it ;  but  in  the  spring,  when  they  returned  from 
their  hunts,  I  found, that  they  paid  much  worse  than  usual,  al- 
though they  were  not  celebrated  for  much  punctuality  or  honesty 
in  paying  their  debts.  It  was  a  general  custom  with  the  traders, 
when  an  Indian  paid  his  debts  in  the  spring  pretty  well,  on  his 
leaving,  to  lot  him  have  a  little  amunition,  either  as  a  present,  or  on 
credit  A  Winnebago  by  the  name  of  Wah  wah-peox-ah,  had  tak- 
en a  credit  from  me,  and  paid  me  but  a  small  part  of  it  in  the 
apring ;  and  when  I  reproached  him,  he  was  disposed  to  be  impu- 
dent about  it ;  and  when  his  party  were  about  going,  he  applied 
to  me  as  usual  for  ammunition  for  the  summer,  and  insisted  upon 
having  some,  but  I  told  him  if  he  had  behaved  well,  and  paid  me 
his  credit  bettor,  tlmt  I  would  have  given  him  6ome»  but  that  he 
had  behaved  so  bad  that  I  would  not  give  him  any,  and  he  went 
away  in  a  surly  mood. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Methods,  I  think,  a  half  breed  of  some 
of  the  tribes  of  the  Nortli,  had  arrived  here,  sometime  in  the 
summer  of  1826,  with  his  wife,  and,  I  think,  five  children; 
and,  Bometime  in  March  of  1827,  ho  went  with  his  family 
up  the  Yellow  or  Painted  Rock  Creek,  about  twelve  miles  above 
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the  Prairie,  on  the  Iowa  side  of  the  Mississippi  Biyer,  to  make 
sugar.  The  sngar  season  being  over,  and  he  not  returning,  and 
hearing  nothing  from  him,  a  party  of  his  friends  went  to  look  for 
him,  and  found  his  camp  consumed,  and  himself,  wife  and  chil- 
dren burned  nearly  to  cinders,  and  she  at  the  time  enceinte.  They 
were  so  crisped  and  cindered  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
whether  they  had  been  murdered  and  then  burned,  or  whether 
their  camp  had  accidentally  caught  on  fire  and  consumed  them. 
It  was  generally  believed  that  the  Winnebagoes  had  murdered 
and  burnt  them,  and  Bed  Bisd  was  suspected  to  have  been  con* 
cerned  in  it ;  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  think,  that  if  murdered 
by  Indians,  it  was  done  by  some  Fox  war  party  searching  for 
Sioux. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  1827,  while  a  Chippewa  chief  called 
HoLE-iN-TnE-DAT,  witli  a  part  of  his  band,  visited  Fort  Bnellingon 
business  with  the  Government,  and  while  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  a  Sioux  warrior  shot  one  of  the  Chippewas.  The  Bioux  waa 
arrested  by  the  troops,  and  confined  in  the^guard-house.  The 
Chippewas  requested  Col.  Spelling  to  deliver  the  Sioux  to  them, 
to  be  dealt  with  after  their  manner ;  to  which  he  agreed,  provided 
they  would  give  him  a  chance  to  run  for  his  life.  To  this  they 
acceded.  The  Sioux  was  sent  outside  of  the  fort,  where  the  Chip- 
pewas were  armed  with  tomahawks  and  war  clubs.  He  was  to  be  al- 
lowed a  fair  start,  and  at  a  signal  started,  and  one  of  the  swifteat 
of  the  Chippewas  armed  with  a  club  and  tomahawk  after  him,  to 
overtake  and  kill  him  if  ho  could,  which  he  soon  effected,  as  the 
Sioux  did  not  run  fast,  and  when  overtaken  made  no  resistance. 
The  Winnebagoes  hearing  a  rumor  of  this,  got  the  news  among 
them  that  the  two  Winnebagoes  confined  there  had  been  executed. 

During  the  summer  of  1S26, 1  built  the  first  framed  house  that 
was  erected  in  Prairie  du  Chien.  I  sent  men  to  the  Black  BiveTi 
and  got  the  timber  for  the  frame  and  the  shingles,  and  had  the 
plank  and  boards  sawed  by  hand,  and  brought  them  down  to  the 
Prairie.  But  then  I  had  no  carpenter  or  joiner,  there  being  none 
at  Prairie  du  Chien.    I  went x)n  board  of  a  keelboat  that  had 
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landed,  and  enquired  if  there  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  on  board, 
on  which  a  ragged,  dirtj  looking  man  said  that  he  professed  to  be 
such,  and  having  before  seen  quite  as  unprepossessing  fellows 
turn  out  much  better  than  appearances  indicated,  I  agreed  with 
him  at  $1  50  per  day  and  board.  I  built  on  the  site  near  Fort 
Crawford,  now  occupied  by  what  is  called  the  commanding  offi- 
cer's house.  My  house  was  of  the  following  description :  a  ccllar- 
•  kitchen,  30  by  26  feet,  with  a  frame  on  it  of  the  same  size,  two 
stories  high,  with  a  wing  16  by  20,  on  the  south  side,  one  story, 
which  I  used  for  a  retail  store.  There  was  a  hall  through  the 
south  end  of  the  two  story  part,  the  whole  length  of  the  house, 
with  stairs  from  the  cellar-kitchen  up  into  the  hall,  and  stairs  from 
the  hall  to  the  upper  story.  The  north  end  of  the  house  was  di- 
vided— the  front  part  about  14  by^l6  feet,  into  a  parlor  or  sitting 
room;  a  chimney  in  the  centre  of  the  north  end,  and  a  bed-room 
in  the  back  part  about  14  leet  square ;  a  door  leading  from  the 
hall  to  the  bedroom,  and  one  to  the  sitting-room,  and  a  door  by 
the  side  of  the  chimney  from  the  bed-room  to  the  sitting-room, 
and  a  door  from  the  hall  into  the  wing  or  store.  This  house  I  af- 
terwards sold  to  the  Government,  with  the  land  on  which  the  fort 
now  stands.  It  was  good  enough  for  General  Taylor  and  family 
while  he  commanded  hore;  but  as  soon  as  General  Brooke  was  in 
command,  ho  got  an  appropriation  from  Congress  to  repair  the  house, 
and  had  it  all  torn  down  except  a  part  of  the  cellar  wall,  and  built 
the  one  which  is  there  at  present,  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,000. 

During  the  spring  of  1827,  the  reports  about  the  Winnobagoes 
bore  rather  a  threatening  aspect;  but^  as  I  said  before,  situated  as 
they  were  I  did  not  believe  they  would  commit  any  depredations. 
Under  this  belief,  and  having  urgent  business  in  New  York  to 
purchase  my  goods,  I  started  for  that  city  on  the  25th  of  June ; 
it  then  took  about  six  months  to  go  and  return.  Mine  was  the  on- 
ly purely  American  family  at  the  Prairie,  after  the  garrison  left* 
There  was  Thomas  MoNaib,  who  had  married  a  French  girl  of  the 
Fraurie,  and  John  Mabsh,  the  Sub  Indian  Agent,  who  had  no  fam- 
ily, and  there  were  besides  thret  or  four  Americans  who  had  been 
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discharged  from  the  army.  Without  appreheDsion  of  danger  from 
the  Indians,  I  lelt  mj  family,  which  consisted  of  Mrs.  LocewooD| 
and  her  brother,  a  young  man  of  between  sixteen  and  seventeen 
years  of  age,  who  was  clerk  in  charge  of  the  store,  and  a  servant 
girl  beloDging  to  one  of  the  tribes  of  New  York  civilized  Indians 
settled  near  Green  Bay. 

I  started  to  go  by  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  LaKes  for  New 
York,  in  a  boat  np  the  Wisconsin,  and  down  the  Fox  Eiver 
to  green  Bay ;  thence  in  a  vessel  to  Buffalo,  and  down  the  canal 
to  Albany,  and  thence  by  steamboat  to  New  York  City.  About 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day's  journey  up  the  Wis- 
consin, I  came  to  an  island  where  were  sitting  three  Winnebagoes 
smoking,  the  oldest  called  Wau-wah-veck-ah,  who  had  a  credit 
of  me  the  fall  previous,  and  had  paid  but  little  of  it  in  the  spring ; 
the  other  two  were  young  men  not  known  to  me  by  name.  They 
had  some  venison  hanging  on  a  pole,  and  we  stopped  to  purchase 
it.  As  I  stepped  on  shore,  I  discovered  an  appearance  of  cold 
reserve  unusual  in  Indians  in  such  meetings,  and  as  I  went  up  to 
them,  I  said  '  bon  jour^  the  usual  French  salutation,  whiali  they 
generally  understood  ;  but  Wah-wah-peck-ah  said  that  he^  would 
not  say  '  hon  jour^  to  me.  Upon  which  I  took  hold  of  his  hand 
and  shook  it,  asking  him  why  he  would  not  say  hon  jour  to  me! 
He  enquired  what  the  news  was.  I  told  him  I  had  no  news.  He 
told  me  that  the  Winnebagoes  confined  at  Fort  Snelling  had 
been  killed.  I  assured  him  that  it  was  not  true,  that  I  had  seen  a 
person  lately  from  that  fort,  who  told  me  of  the  death  of  the  Sionx^ 
but  that  the  Winnebagoes  were  alive.  He  then  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand that  if  such  was  the  case,  it  was  well ;  but  if  the  Winne- 
bagoes were  killed,  they  would  avenge  it.  I  succeeded  in 
purchasing  the  venison,  giving  them  some  powder  in  exchange, 
and  as  I  was  about  to  step  on  board  of  my  boat,  Wah-wah-pbck- 
jlh  wanted  some  whiskey,  knowing  that  we  always  carried  some 
for  our  men.  I  directed  one  of  the  men  to  give  them  each  a  drink, 
which  Wah-wah~pbok-ah  refused,  and  taking  up  his  cup  that  he 
had  by  him,  he  showed  by  signs  that  he  wanted  it  fiUed ;  and  be- 
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lieving  that  the  Indians  were  seeking  some  pretense  for  a  quarrel 
as  an  excnse  for  doing  mischief,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  under 
the  circumstances  to  comply. 

There  were  among  the  boats'  crew  some  old  voyageura^  well 
acquainted  with  Indian  manners  and  customs,  who,  from  the  con- 
duct of  these  Indians,  became  alarmed.  We,  however,  embarked, 
watching  the  Indians,  each  of  whom  stood  on  the  bank  with  his 
gun  in  his  Iiand.  As  it  was  late  in  the  day,  we  proceeded  a  few 
miles  up  file  river  and  encamped  for  the  niglit.  As  soon  as  the 
boat  left  the  island,  the  three  Indians  each  got  into  his  hunting 
canoe,  and  the  two  young  Indians  carae  upon  either  side  opposite 
the  bow  of  the  boat,  and  continued  thus  up  the  river  until  we 
encamped,  while  Wah-wah-peck-ah  kept  four  or  live  rods  behind 
the  boat.  They  encamped  with  us,  and  commenced  running  and 
playing  with  the  men  on  the  sand  beach  ;  and  after  a  little,  the 
young  Indians  proposed  to  go  hunting  deer  by  candle-light,  and 
asked  me  to  give  them  some  candles  to  hunt  with,  which  I  did, 
with  some  amunition,  and  they  promised  to  return  with  vension  in 
the  morning.  After  they  had  gone,  WAnwAH-PECK-AH  proposed 
also  to  go  hunting,  and  begged  some  gaudies  and  amunition,  but 
remained  in  camp  over  night.  Morning  came,  but  the  young 
Indians  did  not  return,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  them.  In  the  morn- 
ing, after  Wah-wah  pkck-ah  had  begged  something  more,  he 
started,  pretending  to  go  down  the  river,  and  went,  as  we  supposed ; 
but  about  an  hour  afterward,  as  we  were  passing  on  the  right  of 
the  upper  endof  the  island  on  which  we  had  encamped,  I  saw  Wah- 
WAHPKCK-AH  comiug  up  ou  tho  left.  He  looked  very  surly,and  we 
exchanged  no  words,  but  we  were  all  satisfied  that  he  was  seeking 
some  good  opportunity  to  shoot  me,  and  from  the  singular  conduct 
of  the  Indians,  I  and  my  men  were  considerably  alarmed.  But 
about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  meeting  a  band  of  Indians  from 
the  Portage  of  Wisconsin,  who  appeared  to  be  glad  to  see  me, 
and  said  they  were  going  to  Prairie  du  Ghien,  my  fears  with  those 
of  men  were  somewhat  allayed.    I  wrote  with  my  pencil  a  hasty 


i  nc  10  mj  wife,  which  the  Indians  promiied  to  deliver,  but  thej 
never  did,  as  they  did  not  go  there. 

This  day,  the  26th  of  June,  we  proceeded  up  the  Wisconsin  with, 
out  seeing  any  IndiaiiS  until  we  came  near  Prairie  du  Baie,  when 
an  Indian,  uloiie  ir.  a  hr.nting  canoe,  cainu  out  of  some  nook  and 
approach^:*i  us.  He  was  piiUen,  and  we  could  get  no  tajk  out  of 
hiui.  We  landed  <»ii  PrrJrie  du  Baie,  and  lie  stopped  also  ;  and, 
a  fu'.v  iiioraciitB  thereaftei,  a  canine  of  ilenomonees  arrived  from 
Prairie  <lu  Ciiicn,  bringing  a  brief  note  from  JoiixMaash,  saying 
the  Wiiinebagoes  had  murJered  a  man  of  mixed  French  and  negro 
blood,  named  Rijlsie  Gaumee,  and  Solomon  Lu'cap,  and  forme, 
for  Gjd'a  sake,  to  return.  I  imnieJiately  got  into  the  canoe  with 
the  Alenomonees,  and  directed  my  men  to  proceed  to  the  Portage, 
and  If  I  did  not  overtake  them,  to  go  on  to  Green  Bay.  I  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  with  the  Monomonees,  and  when  wo  had 
descended  to  the  neighborhood  where  we  had  fallen  in  with  the 
Indians  the  day  before,  we  met  Waii-wau-peck-ah  coming  up  in 
his  hunting  canoe  alone,  having  with  him  his  two  guns.  He  en- 
quired if  I  was  going  to  the  Prairie '  I  told  him  I  was.  He 
then  told  rae  that  the  whisKey  at  the  Prairie  was  shut  up,  but  did 
not  tell  me  of  the  murders,  and  asked  me  that  sliould  he  come  to 
the  Prairie,  whether  I  would  let  him  have  some  whiskey  !  I  told 
him  I  certainly  would,  if  he  brought  some  furs,  not  wishing  then 
to  make  any  explanation,  or  to  enter  into  any  argument  with  him. 

About  this  time,  we  heard  back  of  an  island,  and  on  the  south- 
ern shore  of  the  Wisconsin,  the  Winnebagoes  singing  their  war 
aongs  and  dancing,  with  which  I  was  familiar ;  and  so  well  satis- 
fied was  I  that  Wau-wau-pece-ah  was  only  seeking  a  favortble 
opportunity  to  shoot  me,  that  if  I  had  had  a  gun  where  he  met  ub, 
I  believe  tliat  I  should  hare  shot  him.  After  talking  with  himf 
the  Menomonees  moved  down  the  river,  and  arrived  at  themoath 
of  the  Wisconsin  about  dark,  without  seeing  any  more  Wione* 
bagoes.  It  was  so  dark  that  the  Menomonees  thoight  that  we 
had  better  stop  until  morning,  and  we  accordingly  crawled  into 
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the  bnsbeB  without  a  fire,  and  fought  musq^aitoes  all  night,  and 
the  next  morning,  the  27th,  proceeded  to  the  Prairie.  I  went  to 
znj  house  and  found  it  vacant,  and  went  to  the  old  Tillage  where 
I  found  mj  family,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Prairie,  as- 
sembled at  the  house  of  Jbah  Bbunet,  who  kept  a  tavern.  Mr. 
Bbunst  had  a  quantity  of  square  timber  about  him,  and  the  peo- 
ple proposed  building  breast-works  with  it. 

I  learned  on  my  arrival  at  the  Prairie,  that  on  the  preceding 
day,  the  26th,  Red  Bird,  (who,  when  dressed,  always  wore  a  red 
coat^  and  called  himself  English,)  went  to  my  house,  with  two 
other  Indians^  and  entering  the  cellar  kitchen,  loaded  their  guns 
in  the  presence  of  the  servant  girl,  and  went  up  through  the  hall 
into  Mrs.  Lookwood's  bed-room,  where  she  was  sitting  alone. 
The  moment  the  Indians  entered  her  room,  she  believed  they 
came  to  kill  her,  and  immediately  passed  into  and  through  the 
parlor,  and  crossed  the  hall  into  the  store  to  her  brother,  where 
she  found  Duncan  Graham,  who  had  been  in  the  country  about 
forty  years  as  a  trader,  and  was  known  by  all  the  Indians  as  an 
Englishman.  He  had  been  a  captain  in  the  British  Indian  De- 
partment during  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  part  of  the  time  was 
commandant  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  Indians  followed  Mrs. 
LooKwooD  into  the  store,  and  Mr.  Gbahah  by  some  means  in- 
duced them  to  leave  the  house. 

They  then  proceeded  to  MoNais's  Ooulee,  about  two  miles  from 
the  village,  at  the  lower  end  of  Prairie  du  Ohien,  where  lived 
RuxsTX  Gaonisb,  son  of  the  noted  Mabt  Ann,  heretofore  men- 
tioned ;  his  wife  was  a  mixed  blood  of  French  and  Sioux  extrac- 
tion, with  two  children ;  and  living  with  him  was  an  old  dis- 
charged American  soldier  by  the  name  of  Solomon  Lipcap.  The 
Winnebagoes  commenced  a  quarrel  with  Gagnieb,  and  finally  shot 
him,  I  believe  in  the  house.  Lipcap,  at  work  hoeing  in  the  gar- 
den near  the  house,  they  also  shot  During  the  confusion,  Mrs. 
Gaonieb  seized  a  gun,  got  out  at  the  back  window  with  her 
boy  about  three  years  old  on  her  back,  and  proceeded  to  the  vil- 
21 
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lage  with  the  startling  newB.  The  cowardly  Indians  followed  her 
a  part  of  the  way,  but  dared  not  attaok  her.  On  her  arrival  at 
the  village,  a  party  went  to  the  scene  of  murder,  and  found  and 
brought  away  the  dead,  and  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Gaonikb,  about 
one  year  old,  whom  the  mother  in  her  fright  had  forgotten.  The 
Indians  had  scalped  her,  and  inflicted  a  severe  wound  in  her 
neck,  and  left  her  for  dead ,  and  had  thrown  her  under  the  bed, 
but  was  found  to  bo  still  alive.  She  got  well,  and  arriving  at 
womanhood  got  married,  and  has  raised  a  family  of  children ;  she 
is  yet  alive,  and  her  eldest  daughter  was  but  recently  married. 

The  people  had  decided  not  to  occupy  the  old  fort,  as  a  report 
had  been  circulated,  that  the  Indians  had  said  they  intended  to 
bum  it  if  the  inhabitants  should  take  refuge  there.  During  the 
day  of  the  27th,  the  people  occupied  themselves  in  making  some 
breast-works  of  the  timber  about  Mr.  Betjnet's  tavern,  getting  the 
swivel  and  wall  pieces  from  the  fort,  and  the  condemned  muskets 
and  repairing  them,  and  concluded  they  would  defend  themselves, 
each  commanding,  none  obeying,  but  every  one  giving  his  opinion 
freely. 

About  sunset  one  of  the  two  keel-boats  arrived  that  had  a  few 
days  previously  gone  to  Fort  Snelling  with  supplies  for  the  garri- 
son, having  on  board  a  dead  Indian,  two  dead  men  of  the  crew, 
and  four  wounded.  The  dead  and  wounded  of  the  crew  were  in- 
habitflints  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  who  had  shipped  on  the  up-bound 
trip.  They  reported  that  they  had  been  attacked  the  evening  be- 
fore, about  sunset,  by  the  Winnebago  Indians,*  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Bad  Ax  Biver,  and  the  boat  received  about  five  hundred 
ahots,  judging  from  the  marks  on  its  bow  and  sides.    The  Indians 

•  £x-6oT.  RsTHOLDS,  of  niinoLg,  in  hia  recent  interestiDg  volnm*  of  his  Lift  •nd\Timt,  thoj  sUtei 
the  immediate  caom  of  thli  attack,  and  which,  if  true,  exhibiti  the  hoatmcn  and  wffa^eurt  in  no  eaHa- 
VU  light :  That  eomewhere  abore  Prairie  da  Chien  on  their  upward  trip,  they  itopped  at  n  laxft  <mp 
•f  Winnabago  Indiana,  gare  them  liqnor  tnelj  and  got  them  drunk,  when  thej  forced  dz  or  avfon 
tquswa,  itupefled  with  liquor,  on  board  the  boata,  for  corrupt  <xnd  hruUU  purpous,  and  kept  thaa  darinK 
ttflir  TojafB  to  Fort  Snelling,  and  on  their  return,  Whon  the  Winnebago  Indiana  became  m¥^  ind 
HbDj  eonedoua  of  the  hgjuiy  done  them,  thej  muatered  all  their  forces^  amoontLng  to  aertxal  baaAicdt 
and  ftttacked  the  fbramoat  of  the  deaeeading  boatf  in  whieh  thtlr  ■quAWi  w«ia  eonflned.  L.  C.  D. 
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were  moeilj  on  an  island  on  the  west  of  the  channel,  near  to  which 
the  boat  had  to  paee,  and  the  wind  blowiDg  strong  from  the  east, 
drifted  the  boat  towards  the  shore,  w£ere  the  Indians  were,  as  tiie  ^ 
steering-bar  had  been  abandoned  by  the  steersman.  Daring  this 
time,  two  of  the  Indians  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  of  the 
boat.  One  of  them  mounted  the  roof,  and  fired  in  from  the  fore 
part;  bnt  he  was  soon  shot,  and  fell  off  into  the  river.  The  other 
Indian  took  the  steering  oar,  and  endeavored  to  steer  the  bokt  to 
the  island.  He  was  also  shot,  and  brought  down  in  tho  boat  where 
he  fell.  Daring  all  this  time  the  Indians  kept  np  a  hot  fire.  The 
boat  was  fast  drifting  towards  a  sand-bar  near  the  shore,  and  tiley 
wonld  all  have  been  murdered  had  it  not  been  for  the  brave,  reso- 
lute conduct  of  an  old  soldier  on  board,  called  Sauct  Jack,  (his 
surname  I  do  not  remember,)  who,  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
jumped  over  at  the  bow,  and  pushed  tho  boat  off,  and  where  he 
must  have  stood,  the  boat  was  literally  covered  with  ball  marks, 
80  that  his  escape  seemed  a  miracle.^  They  also  reported  that 
early  the  day  before  the  attack,  they  were  lashed  to  the  other  boat 
drifting,  and  that  they  had  grounded  on  a  sand-bar  and  separated,, 
since  which  time  they  had  not  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of  the 
other  boat,  and  thought  probably  that  it  had  fallen  into  the  handa 
of  the  Indians. 

This  created  an  additional  alarm  among  the  inhabitants.  Tho 
same  evening  my  boat  retdrned,  the  men  becoming  too  much 
alarmed  to  proceed.  That  night  sentinels  were  posted  by  the  in- 
habitants within  the  breast  work6,who  saw,  in  imagination,  a  great 
many  Indians  prowling  about  in  the  darkness ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion,  as  to  what  was  best  to 
be  done  for  the  safety  of  the  place,  and  appearances  betokened  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  all  classes. 

•  Got.  Rbt^olds  add*,  that  Sauot  Jack,  ai  he  waa  called,  waa  a  lailor  by  profession  on  the  lakea  and' 
oomn,  aod  bad  been  in  naaj  batUei  with  the  .Srttiiili  darinf(  the  war  of  2812-*16;  he  waa  largtwid 
pteoag,  and  poiaeMed  the  eoniaga  of  an  AfH«aa  lion,  and  aeizinf  a  piece  of  the  aettinff  pole  of  the  boat 
irhldi  waa  about  fear  feet  loni;,  and  had  on  the  end  a  pieee  of  iron^  which  made  It  a  more  weight/  and 
fovaMaUe  weapon,  he  need  it  with  great  eflMit  wlwn  the  Indians  attempted  to  board  the  boat^  Knocidnff 
Ihfln  baek  into  the  xiver  aa  flMt  aa  they  approached.  Snohaniaalanoe  of  gignallieroifiaijcnoa^to 
render  aaj  van  fiunouR,  and  we  ahonld  be  glad  to  learn  more  of  Sacct  Jack's  hiiitorj.  L.  C.  D. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I  slept  rather  late,  owing  to  the 
fSatigue  of  the  preceding  day.  Mj  brother-in-law  awakened  me, 
and  told  me  the  people  had  got  into  some  difficnltji  and  that  they 
wished  me  to  come  out,  and  see  if  I  could  not  settle  it.  I  went 
oat  on  the  gallery,  and  enquired  what  the  difficulty  was ;  and 
heard  the  various  plans  and  projects  of  defence  proposed  by 
different  persons.  Some  objected  to  staying  in  the  village,  and 
protecting  the  property  of  the  villagers,  while  theirs,  ontude  ilie 
Tillage,  was  equally  exposed  to  the  pillage  of  the  Lidians.  Others 
were  for  remaining  and  fortifying  where  they  were,  and  others 
still  urged  the  repairing  of  the  old  fort.  As  the  eminence  on 
which  my  house  stood  overlooked  the  mot^t  of  the  Prairie,  some 
were  fur  concentrating  our  people  there,  and  fortifying  it  After 
hearing  these  dilicrcnt  projects,  I  addressed  them  something  as 
follows :  "  As  to  your  fortifying  my  house,  you  can  do  so,  if  it  is 
thought  best,  but  I  do  not  wish  you  to  go  there  to  protect  it ;  I 
have  abandoned  it,  and  if  the  Lidiaus  bum  it,  so  be  it;  but  there 
is  one  thing,  if  wc  intend  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  Indians, 
we  must  keep  together,  and  some  one  must  command." 

Some  one  then  nominated  me  as  commander,  but  I  said,  ^No,  I 
would  not  attempt  to  command  you,  but  here  is  Thoxas  McNaik, 
who  holds  from  the  governor  a  comnussion  of  captain  over  the 
militia  of  this  place,  and  has  a  right  to  command ;  if  yon  will 
agree  to  obey  him  implicitly,  I  will  set  the  example  of  obedience 
to  his  orders,  and  will,  in  that  case,  furnish  you  with  powder  and 
lead  as  long  as  you  want  to  shoot,  (I  being  the  only  person  having 
those  articles  in  the  place :)  but  unless  you  agree  to  obey  McNab, 
I  will  put  my  family  and  goods  into  my  boats  and  go  down  the 
river,  as  I  will  not  risk  myself  with  a  mob,  under  no  controL" — 
Upon  this  they  immediately  agreed  to  acknowledge  Mr.  McMais 
as  commander,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  he  would  take  advice  up- 
on all  measures  undertaken.  Josei^h  Jh^ignois  was  lienteoant,  and 
Jean  Bbdnet  was  ensign,  both  duly  commissioned  by  the  gover- 
nor.   Captain  McNaib  ordered  a  move  of  all  the  familioe,  goods, 
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with  the  old  gnnsy  to  the  fort,  and  it  was  near  sunset  before  we 
had  all  got  moved  there. 

About  that  time  we  discoTered  the  skiff  of  the  other  keel-boat 
coming  aronnd  the  point  of  an  island  near  Yellow  Kiyer)  about 
three  miles  distant ;  but  we  could  not  discover  whether  they  were 
white  men  or  Indians  in  the  *  canoe,  and  of  course  it  created  an 
alarm,  but  in  a  few  moments  tliereafter;  the  keel-boat  hove  in 
sight,  and  the  alarm  ceased.  It  soon  arrived,  reporting  that  they 
had  received  a  few  shots  in  passing  the  places  where  the  other 
boat  had  been  attacked,  but  had  received  no  injury.  On  this  boat 
Jo&EPH  Snelltng,  son  of  Col.  Swelling,  returned  to  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Joseph  Snelltng  and  myself  aoted  as  supcmumerariea 
under  Captain  McNaie.  The  government  of  Fort  Crawford  was 
conducted  by  a  council  of  the  Captain  and  those  who  acted  under 
him.  It  was  immediately  resolved  to  repair  the  old  fort  as  well 
as  possible  for  defence,  and  the  fort  and  block-house  were  put  in 
as  good  order  as  circumstances  and  materials  would  admit.  Dirt 
was  thrown  up  two  or  three  feet  high  around  the  bottom  logs 
of  the  fort,  which  were  rotten  and  dry,  and  would  easily  ignite. 
Joseph  Snelling  was  put  in  command  of  one  of  the  block  houses, 
and  JeanI^vnkt  of  the  other,  with  a  few  piqked  men  in  each| 
who. were  trained  to  the  use  of  the  swivel  and  wall  pieces  that 
were  found  and  mounted  therein :  and  a  number  of  barrels  were 
placed  around  the  quarters  filled  with  water,  wi^h  orders  in  case . 
of  an  attack  to  cover  the  roof  of  the  buildings  with  blankets,  &c.,' 
and  to  keep  them  wet.  All  the  blacksmiths  wore  put  in  requisi- 
tion to  repair  the  condemned  muskets  found  in  the  fort,  and,  mus-. 
tering  our  force,  wo  found  of  men  and  women  about  ninety  that 
could  haudle  a  musket  in  case  of  an  attack. 

The  next  day  after  taking  possession  of  the  fort,  J.  B.  Loteb, 
an  old  voyaffeuTy  was  engaged  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  go  back 
through  the  country,  now  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  inform  Col.  Snkd- 
us^j  commanding  Fort  Snelling,  of  our  situation.  For  this  ser- 
Yioe Lover  was  promised  fifty  dollars,  and  furnished  with  ahorse 
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v.'.">u'.y  li.ii.,  r.-i  wli.fli  lu'  wiiH  l(»  receive  rwEmT-  aa-isa.  jn- 

*      ^         '  __    ^  • 

vi«io'ifc  ;nj'l  li  hoiPii  I.I  ihio;    mwl  fi»r  these  pBjmemE.  -.  :«aiD€ 

«i.ivc«ji.*»  i1a«,  uliii  liiitl  r.nuo  to  Butte  des  Mora.  zcii^Fox 
rivij,  I.,  1...1.1  ii  hoit(>  Willi  llu»  Winnebagoes,  le^rLinr  i-isi  ra- 
jiiiir  tliai  iliiiii  wan  ilinhiiiihruciioii  amoDg  thexTi,  Eiamc  in  his 
iujiur.,  mul  uiiixiMl  111  Piiiiiio  an  Chien  on  the  morning  of  tk^ 
tiiuiili  i.r  Jiilx .     Ilo  luilnva  iho  oonipany  of  militia  in»  the  ser- 
vile- III  ihr  I  iiiinl  Sttttrrs  iiihl  rtppointed  me  quarter-master  and 
^lllllllli^^:ln,  \m{\\  \\iv  \kx\\wM  ihrtt  1  would  usc  mv  own  funds  for 
the  ^.iii.plv  o(  t!u-  iU'ii:utuuMU,  :ind  that  he  would  see  it  refunded; 
aiuU  l'urihoni.ort\  :\*siuuoa  iho  doht  for  ammunition  and  provis- 
ioub  iihvadv  adNAnoca.  juid  h'^.»  tho  expenses  of  the  express  to 
Fort  S:!.:::;-.,:.  ai.vi  aircoioa  ir.o  t.>  issuo  to  the  troops  a  keel-boat 
load  .f  i  ur,  :ha:  1  j nnioiuslv  ivi'i-.rtod  for  to  one  of  the  agents 
cf  the  L\ Liractors  :\c  Vovl  Siullini:,  who  feared  to  go  farther 
with  ::. 

After  thofo  arrR!^irt".'.uMU!^  Imd  boon  made,  Gov.  Cass  proceeded 
in  his  cano»e  to  G.ile:i:i.  auil  rai^od  a  volunteer  company  under  the 
late  Cv^l.  Ar»NF.i:  KiFnv-  :\!i  i-aiiain,  and  assigned  himthecommand 
of  FcTt  Crawiord.     lliniciiani  Martin  Thomas  of  the  U.S.  ordi- 
nance departnunt,   .niul   iliou   ^tiitioned  at  the  arsenal  near  St. 
L.■^ni^.  who  haj^j'i-ni-il  t-  l.i-  at  Galena,  c.ime  up  and  mustered  flie 
rwL'  compair.e>  of  ilu-  inilitin  ihtothcserviceof  the  United  States; 
and  contraoti-rl  w'wh  I'mM.  a>  1*{.ack.  of  the  village  of  Louisiaaa, 
in  Missonri.  m!k«iii  lu-  iV.^inl  at  Galena,  for  a  quantitr  of  poik 
whitl:  wri^  m:h  iij-  i.\   i!u-  !•  'jiT  that  l-roughi  the  vc'.nzteer  com- 
pany.    Gov.  c^\^^  J  ruci'i'iiiVi  fnan  Galena  t»SL  Louis  tc*  CuZifer 
with  General  Atkin>»»n,  ilioii  in  ivimmand  of  Jeffert^o*  Barrs 
and  i'f  the  westt-ri;  uiujijtiv  ui-partn.ent.    This  resulted  iii  i 
Atk.iksh:«V  nio\  ihir  up  ihi*  Mi^Mi^Mppi  with  the  disj»>a*-tl"e  i 
under  his  conimand  ut  Jolierson  Barrackf.     Durinir  txu»  uzu^' 
fiKELLix..,  caiuc  J'»w:i  v\ic  Mi&;&is^ip}>i.  \r:tL  two  comT>arie*  re"  C 
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fifth  regiment  of  IT.  S.  Infantry,  and  assumed  the  command  of 
Fort  Crawford)  and  soon  after  discharged  the  Galena  yolnnteer 
company,^  as  the j  conld  not  well  be  brought  nnder  military  disci- 
pline. Ent  the  Prairie  da  Ohien  company  was  retained  in  serrice 
until  some  time  in  the  month  of  Angnst,  for  which  serrice,  thronf^ 
the  i^nlt  of  some  one,  they  never  received  any  pay. 

Daring  this  time  General  Atkinson  arrived  with  the  troops 
from  Jefferson  Barracks,  having  on  his  way  np  dispatched  a  vol- 
unteer force  under  General  Dodgb  from  Galena,  to  proceed  by 
land  to  the  Portage  of  Wisconsin.  When  General  Atkinson 
with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  in  the 
Wisconsin,  arrived  at  the  Portage,  he  met  old  grey-headed  Dat* 
KAu-RAT  with  his  baud,  who  finding  himself  surrounded  by  the 
volunteers  in  the  rear,  and  General  Atkinson's  force  of  regulars 
in  front,  and  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Green  Bay,  concluded 
to  disclaim  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  United  States,  and 
disavowed  any  connection  with  the  murders  on  the  Mississippi. 
Gen.  Atkinson,  on  these  assurances  of  Dat-kau-say,  returned,  but 
ordered  the  occupation  of  Fort  Crawford  by  two  companies  of 
troops.  Notwithstanding  these  murders  of  our  citizens  and  move- 
ments of  troops,  the  wise  men  at  Washington,  with  about  as  much 
judgment  as  they  generally  deeide  upon  Indian  affairs,  decided 
that  this  was  not  an  Indian  war. 

After  the  people  had  taken  possession  of  the  fort,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  General  Oass,  Indians  were  seen  in  the  village,  and 
a  guard  was  sent  out  to  take  them  and  bring  them  to  the  fort. 
They  made  no  resistance,  but  surrendered  themselves,  and  were 
brought  to  the  guard-house.  One  proved'to  be  the  famous  Bed 
BnuD,  who  headed  the  party  that  murdered  Gaonieb  and  Lipoaf  ; 
another  was  Wah-wau-pbck-ah,  the  Indian  I  had  met  up  the  Wia- 
eonsin  river,  and  whose  conduct  had  so  much  alarmed  me  and  my 
men ;  the  other  was  a  young  Indian  whose  name  I  do  not  recol- 
lect. There  being  no  charge  of  crime  against  Wah-wah-peok-ah 
and  the  young  Indian,  after  the  United  States  troops  were  sta- 
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tioned  at  Fort  Crawford,  they  were  discharged ;  and  Bed  Bibd 
was  retained  in  the  guard-house,  where  he  died  before  he  was 
tried  for  the  murder  of  Gagnieb  and  Lipcap. 

The  first  Sunday-school  established  in  the  place  was  by  my  fijnst 
wiie,  Mrs.  Juuanna  Lockwood.  Mrs.  Lockwood  was  raised  among 
the  Presbyterians  or  Congregationalists  of  New  England,  and 
early  imbibed  the  strong  prejudices  ef  those  people  against  the 
Boman  Catholics,  but  afterwards,  having  lived  in  Canada  two  or 
three  years,  and  having  become  intimately  acquainted  with  seve- 
ral ladies  of  that  faith,  who  were  apparently  good  pious  people, 
she  concluded  that  there  were  good  and  bad  among  all  sects  or 
denominations  calling  themselves  Christians,  and  her  early  preju- 
dices in  a  great  measure  wore  off.  We  were  married  in  the  sum- 
mer of  the  year  1824,  and  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in  the  au- 
tumn. There  was  not  at  that  time  any  church  or  meeting  to 
attend  on  Sunday.  Even  the  Boman  Catholics  had  a  priest  visit 
them  only  occasionally,  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  having  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  tlie  children  collected  in  Sunday-schools,  and  seeing 
a  large  number  playing  about  the  streets  on  the  sabbath,  con- 
cluded it  would  be  doing  them  a  good  service  to  gather  them  into 
a  Sunday-schoc^,  and  proposed  to  Miss  Crawfokd,  a  young  lady 
raised  in  the  place,  who  spoke  English  and  French  fluently,  and 
who  had  a  good  common  education,  to  assist  her.  To  this  she 
agreed  at  once,  and  they  influenced  Dr.  Edwin  James,*  surgeon 
of  the  U.  S.  army,  then  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford,  and  John  H. 
KiNziE,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Chicago,  then  quite  a  young  man,  in 
the  employment  of  the  American  Fur  Company  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  to  assist  them.  They  collected  the  children,  and  com*: 
menced  their  school  in  the  spring  of  1826,  and  continued  it  until 
the  winter  following,  but  not  without  opposition.  As  this  measnra 
did  not  originate  with  Mr.  Bolbtte,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  it 
He  took  what  he  thought  would  be  the  most  effectual  mode  of 


*  Dr.  Jaicu  aeeoBpaaied  MiJ.  Losra's  expadiUoo  to  th«  Raekj  MonnUiat  la  1819-*20^  of  wbkh  kt 
wrote  a  XamtlTe,  pobllBhed  in  1828,  in  fhre«  Tolamei ;  tnd,  in  1830,  app««re4  Tuum*!  Indian  Naxit- 
tift^  €f  irMch  he  wai  the  editor.  U  a  It 
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suppressiDg  it,  by  going  to  the  mothers  of  the  children  who  at- 
tended the  school,  and  representing  to  them  that  it  was  the  design 
to  make  Protestants  of  the  children.  To  counteract  Mr.  BolettBi 
they  introduced  and  taught  the  children  the  Boman  Catholic  cat- 
echism, finding  nothing  to  their  minds  very  objectionable  in  it; 
and,  as  I  said  before,  they  continued  their  school  until  winter,' 
during  which  time  Dr.  Ja^ies  was  ordered  to  some  other  post.  In 
the  spring  of  1838,  my  wife  and  myself  went  to  New  York ;  Misa 
Crawford  accompanied  us  as  far  as  Mackinaw,  where  she  re- 
mained until  she  was  married.  Mr.  Kikzib  went  also  to  Macki- 
naw, during  which  time  he  received  an  appointment  in  the  Indian 
department,  under  Gov.  Casr,  and  went  to  Detroit  to  reside.  The 
Sunday-school  was  not  again  resumed,  nor  was  one  again  attempt- 
ed in  the  place  until  about  1830,  when  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent religious  denominations  united  in  forming  the  Union 
Sunday-School.  This  continued  a  few  years,  until  the  Methodists 
becoming  by  far  the  most  numerons  class,  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  it,  since  which  time  they  have  claimed  it  as  a  Methodist 
Snnday-Sctiool. 

When  the  fifth  regiment  of  U.  S,  Infantry  came  into  the  country 
in  1819,  and  established  their  head-quarters  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Peter's  Kiver,  they  brought  with  them  a  man  by  the  name  of 
JoHx  Marso,  a  graduate  of  some  eastern  college,  as  teacher  of  the 
pi.»st  school  at  head-quarters.  He  appeared  to  have  a  great  fond- 
ness for  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  was  endowed  with  the  faculty  of 
acquiring  languages  with  great  facility ;  he  soon  learned  the  Sioux 
language,  so^  that  he  spoke  it  with  as  great  ease  as  they  did  them- 
selves. Getting  tired  of  teaching  an  army  school,  he  came  down 
to  Prairie  da  Chien  in  1826,  and  went  over  to  Green  Bay,  and 
either  went  to  Detroit,  or  somewhere  met  Gov.  Cass,  who  was 
much  interested  in  getting  Indian  information,  traditions,  anec- 
dotes, tales,  &c.  He  employed  Marsh  by  the  month  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  procured  for  him  the  appointment  of  Sub-Indian  Agent 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  appointed  him  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Crawford. 

22 
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nii^  Ai-:ve  tils,  ani  wh:-  arriveo  a: •:■:::  liv-lii:':::,  and  save  the 
irst  IrJJ^mat:«:-  !»:•  :he  fort.  Alrhou^*;  tliere  hal  been  a  great 
zr.i:2  -f  g::::*  aid  LaII>:in^  arr.ong  the  Liiiar-s,  the  sentiaela  had 
reported  sotLir.?  of  :t  to  the  ofScers:  bat  or.  learinc  of  thea9air, 
tie  comnandant  ::::in:ed:ate>  dispatcliei  r.  cjmpanv  of  men  in 
h-oats  af^er  the  Foxes,  b:i:  ther  did  not  overtake  them.  The  Gov- 
en.i:.eTit  dema::ied  of  ::.:-  Sa^ks  t>  deliver  Tip  the  perpetrators  of 
this  deed.  T::e  Foxes  ^e  !  to  the  Sauks.  an  I  ieir  chief.  Kettle, 
bein^  dead,  thev  remained  aiuoDj^"  a::  1  ama'ganiated  with  them, 
an!  have  r.t  5:r.:3  eonvlnaed  a  serarate  natira  or  tribe.  I  have 
a'wavs  Iclieved  this  to  be  the  orij^In  of  the  P'.ack  Hawk  war. — 
There  'vere.  I  sapr  se.  ther  eaases  o:  disc,  nten:,  but  I  believe 
that  this  transaction  wa?  the  immediate  cause  ot  ilie  moTements 
of  Black  Hawk. 

In  ISSO,  t'.e  present  For:  Cra-vf 'rd  was  co:n:nenceJ,  aad,  in 
1S31,  it  v.-a=  cccupicl  'vlth  a  par:  f  t'.e  ""■.•p-.  !eavis^  the  sict 
It.  the  oM  hospital,  and  t}.e  siir^'O".-^  ir.  the  •  11  :ort.  The  f;.rt,  I 
thir.!:,  wfis  tiiiished  ::\  l^SJ.  In  l^Z^-,  the  authorities  of  Crawford 
couT-ty  concIudc'L;  to  }uV.  \  n  ■?  urt  ho"?:-  av.l  ;:v!j  aiul  commenced 
raiitiiJL'  fiiiilsbv  incroasirir  the  taxes :  a:;-:,  in  IrS^,  c./nstructed  a 
stone  r.":!'!:rjL'  of  sufH.-'ent  size  to  have  on  the  crround  floor  a 
ro'-irn  each  f.r  criniiniils  i^nd  debars,  and  f.r-.  r»:oTns  lor  the  jailer, 
with  a  court  room  a!id  t'vo  jurv  rooii^s  m  the  second  ll>or.  The 
taxable  inhabitaT.ti?  tLen  in  the  countv  wore  confir.ed  to  the  Pra- 
r:e.  We  were  then  attached  to  Mieh5!ran  Territorv,  and  so  well 
were  '  iir  cor.ntv  aflairs  nianacod,  that  the  taxe?  were  not  raised 

ft 

more  than  five  mills  on  a  dollar  t*  pay  for  this  improvement :  and 
this  was  tile  first  c-iirt  V.-'iue  erected  in  Wisconsin. 

Sometime  in  1S27  or  'SS,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  county  and 
one  of  the  Ass^'ciate  Ju=:tices  having  removed  away,  I  presnme 
application  wastnade  v»  Governor  Cass— I  do  not  know  how  it 
was,  as  I  was  absent  from  the  last  of  July,  1S27,  to  the  sammer 
of  1829;  and  Joseph  Rolette  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and 
JEA^"  Eruxet  Associate  Justice.    When  Thomas  K  BuRNffrr  ar- 
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rived  here,  in  1 8S0,  ho  found  the  court  bo  difierent  from  wh^t  he 
had  been  accuBtomed  to,  that  he  at  once  decided  thi^t  ho  could 
not  practice  before  one  organized  as  ours  then  was,  and  made  rep- 
resentations ot  their  proceedings  to  the  Govemory  reporting  some 
decisions,  and  sending  a  petition  requesting  their  removali  and 
the  appointment  of  General  Joseph  M.  Stbeet*  as  Ohief  Ji^s- 
tice,  and  myself  and  Heboules  L.  Dousman  as  Associates.  These 
removals  and  appointments  were  accordingly  made.  Mr.  Miohael 
Bbisbois,  the  other  Associato  Judge,  became  blind  in  1829,  and,  I 
believe,  died  in  1887,  and  by  his  son,  at  his  request,  was  buried 
on  a  prominent  bluff  back  of  Prairie  du  Ohien. 

JoBEFH  HoLETTE,  of  whom  I  havo  so  often  spoken,  was  a  Cana- 
dian by  birth,  of  French  extraction,  and  an  educated  man.  He 
told  me  he  was  educated  for  the  Eoman  Catholic  church,  but  not 
liking  the  x^rofossion,  he  quit  it  and  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship to  mercantile  business,  and,  about  the  year  I80ly  came  to 
Prairie  du  Chien  in  business  connection  with  Mr.  Ca^ikkon,  f  an 
old  Indian  trader  who  usually  resided  at  Lac-qui-Parle  on  the 
St.  Peter's  River.  Mr.  I^oleite  superintended  the  business  at 
the  Prairie,  and  kept  the  books  of  the  concern  ;  wintering  occa- 
sionally at,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Pepin,  and  retnming  to 
Prairie  du  Chien  early  in  the  spring,  to  take  advant&ge  of  the 
spring  trade  of  the  Indians  visiting  here.  Mr.  HoLBfTE  was  an 
active  merchant  and  trader,  and  I  suppose  would  be  called  a 
clever  merchant;  that  is,  he  was  active  in  taking  every  advantage 
of  his  neighbor  for  making  money,  without  regard  to  the  morali- 
ty of  the  transaction.    Although  he  was  active  in  business,  and 


*  Gen.  Stisxt  inignta<l  froui  BlcLiinond,  Va.,  in  the  winter  of  180o-'9i»t  to  Frankfort,  K/.,  vLcro  he 
■oon  engaged  in  tUe  publication  of  the  Wettcrn  TIt/Wii,  aud  for  scvc-nil  vcnrfl  took  a  C'^napicnnas  |)art 
in  tbo  gladiatorial  field  of  Kentucky  i>olItl(iA.  Appointed,  iu  1S2S,  to  the  Indian  Agencjr  at  PnlriB  du 
Cliien,  he  waa  there  during  the  Black  Hawk  « ar,  and  that  captured  chlof  waa  inrrendorel  to  him  by 
OnE-ETED-PAT-KAU-iur  and  iwrtj  ;  and  ho  died  on  tlic  Dcs  Moinej*  }«{ver,  Igwo,  Ashilo  Acreiit  for  the 
Sinks  and  Fox«r,  May  5tti,'19M,  at  a<>out  the  a^  of  sixty  years.  L.  C.  D. 

^yiDm  the  Annala  of  the  HinMwta  niatorieBl  Sodcty,  we  learn  that  Caubov  had  hit  trading  poit 
towaxda  the  sonrcei  of  the  Minnetota :  tliat  he  vat  a  ihrewd  and  daring  Scotchman,  and  dltdln  1811 : 
and  tfaa  ipot  where  he  waa  buried,  on  thi>  Upper  MlnneMta,  la  known  to  thLi  day  m  Cemtr9**i  Orrnv*- 
lfVB90GS  Cakibox  left  behind  him  a  name  of  mach  celebrity  in  the  Notth-Weit.  L.  C.  D. 
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used  every  exertion  to  make  moaev,  :t  was  not  with  the  miserlj 
disposition  of  hoarding  it,  for  he  was  e|TiaIIr  liberal  in  scattering 
it.  Among  many  bad  qualities  as  a  citizei:,  Mr.  Eolette  yet  pos- 
sessed many  redeeming  traits.  He  was  hospitable  and  generons, 
and  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  There  a  rr.an  had  met  with  loss  by 
accider.t,  he  was  generally  one  of  the  5rst  to  aff-^rd  relief;  and, 
for  an  India",  trader,  he  had  cor.5iJerab!e  enterprise  for  the  pros- 
perity and  improvement  •:  f  the  coTintry.  1 1  eliove  that  he  intro- 
dnccd  the  first  swine  into  the  conntrv,  but  am  not  sure  that  STich 
is  the  fact;  I  know  that  he  introduce!  the  first  sheep,  and  that  he 
was  mnch  imposed  on  in  the  purchase.  He  barj;a:ned  with  an 
American  below  this  Mn  the  Mississippi,  t  Jo-iver  him  a  cerr:iin 
nnmber  of  ewes  at  the  Prairie.  T!vo  man  bi  rusht  the  nnnil-er of 
sheep,  and  told  liim  they  were  accor  Jir.g  to  cor.tract,  and  Mr.  Ro- 
LETTH  knowing  very  little  about  sheep,  counted  them  and  directed 
his  man  to  take  them  to  his  farm,  and  paid  for  them  agreeabljr  to 
contract,  and  aAer  a  while  some  one  examined  them,  and  found 

that  instead  of  ewes  thev  were  nearlv  all  wethers. 

to 

About  1840,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ma^^da^,  who  was  a  tan- 
ner and  currier,  came  to  this  place,  and  proposed  to  set  np  his 
bosinefis  here,  but  not  having  the  necessary  means,  Mr.  Bolette 
advanced  them  to  him ;  but  it  turned  out  a  jh^jt  adventure.  I 
must  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  Eoletie.  His  ambition  was  al- 
ways to  be  ahead  of  me  in  ovorythiiig.  I  think  that  some  time 
in  1823, 1  mentioned  to  some  person  that  I  tiiought  a  distillery 
would  do  well  at  the  Prairie,  and  that  I  would  introduce  some 
rye  ;  and  if  I  could  induce  the  French  to  raise  it  on  the  front  of 
their  farms  that  were  sandy,  I  would  build  a  distillery,  but  wished 
to  get  the  rye  growing  first.  Mr.  Rolette  hearing  of  my  suo^- 
geation,  concluded  at  once  that  he  would  build  a  distillery  ;  aod 
in  going  to  Mackinaw,  he  fell  in  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ope- 
zis,  who  had  been  a  captain  in  the  army,  and  had  been  cashiered 
by  coart*martial,  and  being  without  means  of  support,  was  ready 
for  almost  anything.    He  persuaded  Mr.  Bolette,  that  he  was  a 
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scientiiic  man,  and  could  do  almost  any thingi  and  eBpeciallj  was 
well  acquainted  with  distilling.  Mr.  Bolbttb  enjpiged  himi  and 
bronght  him  to  the  Prairie^  in  1824 ;  bnt  as  the  distillery  was 
not  yet  bnilt,  Mr.  Solhttb  employed  him  as  a  teacher  in  his 
fiunily,  for  which  he  was  very  well  qualified.  Daring  this  time 
Mr.  BaLBTTB  ordered  and  received  the  coppers  and  other  appara- 
tus for  his  distillery.  For  some  reason,  the  building  of  the  disttf- 
leiy  was  delayed  until  the  sprang  of  1828,  when  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Giafok,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  clerk  of  our  circuit  court, 
and  fond  of  a  joke,  told  Mr.  Bolbttjb  one  day,  that  I  would  make 
him  build  a  distillery  ;  that  I  had  only  to  say  that  I  was  going  to 
build  one,  and  he  would  be  certain  to  immediately  do  so.  It  was 
not  true  that  I  had  ever  said  so  to  Giapon,  but  Mr.  Soletts  soon 
after  sent  his  coppers  and  other  apparatus  to  St.  Louis,  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  of  the  distillery. 

It  was  80  well  understood  that  Mr.  Rolbtte  would  oppose  any 
measure  that  he  did  not  introduce,  that  when  I  wished  to  carry 
out  any  object  without  opposition,  that  I  considered  for  the  public 
good,  I  would  get  some  person  to  go  to  Mr.  Bolvtte  and  tell  him 
that  I  was  going  to  introduce  such  a  measure,  and  I  would  soon 
after  hear  that  Mr.  Bolbtte  was  going  to  do  the  same  thing.  I 
would  of  course  second  him  and  we  would  get  along  without  any 
difficulty.  Mr.  Bolette  was  evidently  the  first  man  of  this  little 
village  when  he  came  to  the  country,  and  some  may  say  that  in 
representing  his  foibles,  I  have  maliciously  taken  advantage  of 
him,  as  he  cannot  now  answer  for  himself.  As  we  were  for  seve- 
ral years  opposing  candidates  for  the  rank*  and  consideration  of 
the  first  man  of  our  little  village,  and  were  rival  Indian  traders, 
I  have  introduced  our  respective  names  only  when  necessary  to 
elucidate  the  events  in  the  history  of  the  region  of  Prairie  du 
Chien. 

Col.  Hebculss  L.  Dousmak  came  to  the  Prairie  in  the  autumn 
of  1827,  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  has 
ever  since  steadily  pursued  what  he  appeared  to  have  most  taste 
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for.  :he  acct^ianl&tioa  or  wealth,  until  at  tnU  tise  he  is  CMiaidered 
very  wealLbj. 

In  speakiDg  of  the  ear>  settlers,  and  their  marriage  connec- 
tion;. I  Biionld  perLaps  explain  a  little.  In  the  absence  of  reli- 
gious instrr'^tiooB,  and  it  becc»n:ing  so  common  to  see  the  Indians 
use  so  little  cerenrionv  about  marriage,  tha  idea  of  a  verbal  ma- 
triniOLial  contract  became  familiar  to  the  earlv  French  settlers, 
and  thev  ^enera.Ir  believed  that  such  a  contract  of  marriase  was 
vali*^!  "withoat  anv  other  ceremonv.  Manv  of  the  women,  married 
in  this  "wav,  believed,  in  their  simi>Iicitr  and  ieaorance,  that  thev 
were  a=  ia^uljv  the  wives  '•:  the  men  thev  lived  with,  as  though 
they  }i&d  been  married  with  all  the  ceremonv  and  solemnity  pos- 
sib!*:.  A  woman  of  PrAirie  dn  Chien,  respectable  in  her  class. 
told  ::.^z  ti.at  she  ;ras  attci.iiL^  a  ball  in  the  place,  and  that  a  tra- 
der. v.-:..j  r  jiLded  on  the  Lower  ^ssissippi,  had  his  can^.^  loaded 
to  leave  as  3 ^on  as  the  bail  was  '.verj  proposed  to  marry  her ;  aud 
as  he  wfl^":  a  trader  and  rankci  above  her,  she  was  pleased  with 
the  'jtier,  a:id  as  his  canoe  was  in  waiting,  he  would  not  delay  for 
further  ceremony.  She  stepped  from  the  bali-room  on  board  Lis 
canoe,  and  went  with  him  down  the  Mississippi,  and  they  lived 
together  three  or  four  years,  and  she  had  two  children  by  him. 
She  assured  me  that  she  then  believed  herself  as  much  the  wife 
of  this  man  as  if  she  had  been  married  with  all  the  ceremony  01 
the  most  civilized  communities,  and  was  not  convinced  to  the  con- 
trary, until  he  unfeelingly  abandoned  her,  and  married  another ; 
and  from  her  manner  of  relating  it,  I  believed  her  sincere. 

In  1S16,  at  the  time  of  my  advent  to  Wisconsin,  the  Menomc- 
nees  mhabitcd  the  country  about  Green  Bay,  and  their  womei'- 
occasionally  married  Winnebagoes,  but  not  often.  The  Menonao- 
nees  are  a  quiet  and  peaceful  race,  well  disposed,  and  have  al- 
ways, since  their  acquaintance,  been  friendly  to  the  whites.  Xomah, 
the  acting  chief  of  the  nation,  was  highly  spoken  of  by  all  the 
traders  as  a  great  and  good  man.  It  was  related  to  me  bj  some 
of  the  traders  at  that  period,  I  believe  it  was  Judge  Laws,  that  at 
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tho  time  of  the  general  combination  of  the  Indians  under  Ponti* 
Ao,  in  1763,  for  the  doatraction  of  all  the  English  in  the  westehi 
country,  the  Monomonees  under  their  chief  Tomah,  went  to  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  British  fort  at  Green  Bay,  consisting  of 
about  twenty  men,  and  informed  him  of  the  plot  for  tlicir  destruc- 
tion,  in  common  with  other  garrisons,  but  if  he  would  abandon 
the  fort,  an<i  he  and  his  men  surrender  up  their  arms,  that  he,  To- 
M/ur,  and  his  people  would  conduct  them  safely  to  Montreal.  The 
officers  and  men  yielded  up  their  arms  to  Tomaii,  except  Sergeant 
NonLEsi,  who  declared  that  lie  would  never  surrender  Iii.s  gun  to 
an  Indian,  and  was  finally  allowed  to  retain  it.  All  were  safely 
conveyed  in  cannes  to  Montreal ;  and  Sergeant  Noiu.es,  for  his 
fearless  conduct,  though  he  could  nut  be  promoted,  having  a  fam- 
ily, ho  was  fiivorod  with  a  discharge,  and  engaging  in  his  trade 
of  a  shoemaker,  eventually  became  wealthy.  But  as  I  see  no 
special  mention  made  of  it  in  Lieutenant  Gorrkll's  Journal  of 
those  tiuies,  published  in  the  first  volume  of  Oollections  of  the 
"Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  I  conclude  there  must  be  S'>me 
mistake  about  it.* 

The  princi|)al  villages  of  tho  Winnebagoes  were  at  tho  lower 
and  uj^per  end  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  with  an  occasional  lodge 
along  the  Fox  river.  At  the  season  that  traders  generally  passed 
the  Portage  of  Wisconsin,  they  would  find  old  grey  headed  Day- 


*TliU  trA'Iitlon,  jud^In^  from  QokRKr.i.*s  Journal  nnd  PaRRMan's  Hliitorj  of  tbc  Cuimplrar}  or  Poir- 
TIAO,  e&nnut  In  refrankHl  iia  rHlftU<*t  It  Is  certain  tliat  Llcat.  Gokbbll  anU  hilt  iupd  ma'lo  no  tnirroader 
of  thcmtoheii  or  Mnurt,  anil  that  the  Meuomoneoa  and -olliorfi,  conducted  Uicm  !•>  the  Tillage  of  L'jVrUre 
Croche,  in  the  rCKtou  of  Mac.Uiiiaw,  whrnco  tho  Mononionct^s  returned  to  Orocn  tiay.  llut  tlii^  tradi- 
tion wn-o*  To  counrni  uiin  Uiv  belief,  that  TosiMl  or  CARiunr  was  much  ohlor  than  ropres'outed  by  tho 
ioierlption  on  Lin  tomb-stone,  and  thai  he  wan  a  man  of  conwqnenrc  during  the  iKtrder  war*  o{  1755 
to  17C3.  In  (iOKUE,LL*3  Juuriuil,  rcfi*rring  to  tho  I'vcntsi  of  ISth  May,  17^.'),  In^  Piif^a^s  thus:  "Tho 
Ckleb  [of  tlic  Henomotiee*]  woro  much  diRpIeasod  at  Cakrot'b  g«ttiuf;  a  prr-cnt  flmmBIr.  Gopdard  of 
ft  fine  suit  of  cmbroldenH]  duth^'R.  This  Cabkot  wsn  much  thought  of  by  Uie  Fn-udi."  This  rufen 
uodouhtodly  to  the  noMe  Tomaii  or  Caxkox  ;  and  w^  liiipo  h«»r^aft»?r  to  1)P  aMo  to  pre}'.in«,  for  i-^mo  fa- 
turp  voIuiiiC  of  the  Socloty't  Collpctlors",  a  more  c\tpu^^^I  and  detalli-d  a«'«'OTjnt  nf  Jjis  Tlfoand  dmracter 
than  has  y^t  bnrn  vriven.  What  wati  recorded  of  hln  In  onrlnut  year's  Report  ar.r!  ColI«H:t{i)ns,  excited 
li  Interest  in  the  histny  of  this  braTe  and  f^eroiirf  chief.  11 1^  noblomv^i  and  irenoroMty  of  char- 
n  reflect  real  honor  on  the  TnAan  raeo,  and  OA  the  Menofmonees  enperlnlly  :  nnd  it  Khoald  bo  tfao 


8(nd  p1ea5iir<>  of  oar  Bistorical  BoelAty  to  aptn  oo  pnlna  to  search  ont  and  pamer  up  emj  hot 
vslMrti  nioatrfttiTe  of  tho  ouvor  of  to  traly  grsat  $mA  worthy  a  WlMoniln  chieftain.  L.  0.  D. 
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Eau-bat  at  tho  Portage  with  his  band.  Their  village  was  a 
short  distance  from  there  up  the  Wisconsin,  and  the  Winnebagoes 
had  villages  np  the  Manois  [?]  and  on  the  Baraboo  Rivers,  and 
several  small  ones  along  down  the  Wisconsin  to  near  its  mouth. 
They  were  estimated  at  that  time  by  the  traders  best  acquainted 
with  them,  to  be  about  nine  hundred  warriors  stroBg.  Of  the 
Dat-Ejlubays,  there  were  four  or  five  brothers,  who  were  all 
influential  men  in  the  nation,  and  I  knew  one  sister  who  had  a 
family  of  children  by  a  trader  named  LEcurKR,  who  had  married 
her  after  the  Indian  manner.  Tradition  says  that  their  father  was 
a  French  trader,  who  during  tlie  time  the  French  had  possession 
of  the  country,  married  a  Winijebag'>  woman,  the  daughter  of  the 
principal  chief  of  the  nation,  by  whom  he  had  these  sons  and 
daughter ;  that  at  the  time  the  country  was  taken  possesdion  of 
by  the  English,  he  abandoned  tliem,  and  they  were  raised  among 
the  Indians,  and  being  the  descendants  of  a  chief  on  the  mother's 
side,  when  arrived  at  manhood  they  assumed  the  dignity  of  tlieir 
rank  by  inheritance.  They  were  generally  good  Indians,  and  fre- 
quently urged  their  claims  to  the  friendship  of  the  whites,  by  say- 
ing they  were  themselves  half  white.* 

I  suppose  that  having  been  so  long  among  the  Indians,  it  will 
be  expected  that  I  should  give  some  account  of  their  manners, 
customs,  religions  ceremonies,  &c. ;  but  of  the  Indians  who  in- 
habit Wisconsin,  I  can  gay  very  little.  The  ludiaus  who  vi&it  a 
trading  post  like  Prairie  du  Chien,  are  generally  seen  in  their 
worst  state,  and  I  always  had  such  a  dislike  io  the  Winnebagoes, 
that  I  never  sought  to  learn  their  language,  or  much  of  their  cus- 
toms  or  ceremonies.  The  Indians  with  whom  I  am  most  familiar 
are  the  Sioux,  with  whom  I  spent  three  winters  in  their  own 
country,  where  I  saw  many  Indians  who  had  never  seen  any 


*Mn.  Kiinii  coavejr*  the  idea,  that  thej  boMted of  s  nmota  eroM  of  French  t4ood  Ini 
tUMntion  ;  that  they  poueeied  remarkablj  huideome  fiuitarefl,  and  their  mother  wm  lirinf  at  kto  M 
3I31,theimppoMdtobeoT«roiiebiuidzed  je«nofage,'  Y"  ^rrvt  'HrFgrtW  irnt  nf  tht  PHT^E^lTT- 
BAT8 MS  *'p<^dold chief'— the  aune  donbtleH^  mentlotied  tj  Judge  Logkwoqd ;  and  "rf^^.  Mi 
Toy  utipodet,  waa  not  iiuippropttetelj  called  Uueal  Oat-Kau-«lat  ;  and  th«  0iM-l^j«d  JUT-JUv-lAf 
«udiatliigQiahedfortIitpartlMtookl]ithaeiptveotBx.AOKH4WK.  UOLS. 
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white  men,  except  occasionally  a  trader.  But  none  of  the  Sioux 
have  ever  resided  within  the  limits  of  our  State,  although  they 
were  at  one  time  included  within  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
when  what  is  now  Iowa  and  Minnesota  formed  a  part  of  thatTer- 
ritory.    Of  them  I  will  endeavor  to  give  some  account. 

And,  firstly,  of  their  marriages.  When  a  young  Indian  desires 
to  marry,  he  invites  his  relatives,  who  are  near  or  in  camp,  to  a 
feast,  and  informs  them  that  he  wishes  a  certain  girl  for  his  wife. 
If  they  are  in  favor  of  the  match,  they  immediately  collect  goods 
and  suitable  articles  for  a  present  to  the  relations  of  the  desired 
one.  One  gives  a  gun,  another  a  blanket,  and  another  a  kettle  or 
horse,  as  they  may  happen  to  possess  at  the  time.  When  the  ool- 
lection  is  completed,  some  of  the  relatives  carry  the  presents  to 
the  lodge  of  the  father  of  the  young  woman  ;  one  of  them  express- 
ing in  song  the  object  for  which  they  are  intended,  and  leave  the 
things  at  the  door  and  retire.  If  the  father  is  favorably  disposed  to 
the  match,  he  invites  all  his  relatives  that  are  near  to  a  feast,  and 
when  assembled,  if  they  conclude  to  give  the  girl  in  marriage  to 
the  young  man,  each  takes  of  the  articles  such  as  he  can  return  in 
kind  ;  for  instance,  if  one  can  return  a  gun,  horse,  kettle,  blanket 
or  other  articles,  he  takes  such  an  article  ;  and  presents  in  this 
way  are  made  up  by  the  relatives  of  the  desired  bride,  generally 
of  the  same  kind  of  articles  they  have  received,  and  taken,  to- 
gether with  herself,  to  the  lodge  of  the  young  man  with  singing, 
&c.  After  which  she  returns  again  to  the  lodge  of  her  father, 
where  they  usually  reside,  th%  son-in-law  hunting  for  the  father- 
in-law  until  about  the  time  the  oldest  child  can  walk,  after  which 
he  generally  gets  a  lodge  for  himself.  A  small  apartment  is  pe- 
titioned off  in  the  lodge  of  the  father-in-law  for  the  young  couple. 
The  young  man  generally  during  the  day  is  out  hunting,  and 
seldom  visits  the  lodge  of  his  bride  until  the  others  have  gone  to 
sleep,  when  he  crawls  into  the  lodge.  There  is  no  familiarity  be- 
tween the  parents  of  the  bride  and  their  son-in-law.  If  he  is 
eyer  in  their  presence,  he  appears  ashamed,  and  seldom  speaks  to 
them.    If  he  wants  to  communicate  to  them,  it  is  done  throu^ 
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his  wife ;  aDd  if  he  happens  to  be  in  a  traders  houee,  and  either 
father  or  mother-in-law  enters,  he  generally  retires.  Sach  is 
Sionz  etiquette  between  these  relations. 

Of  births.  As  soon  as  a  cLild  is  born,  the  motherges  into  the 
water,  and  stands  in  it  r.ver  her  waist,  and  bathes  herself  for  some 
considerable  length  of  time.  If  in  winter,  she  has  a  hole  cut  in 
the  ice,  through  which  she  enters  and  bathes. 

Deaths  and  burials.    When  a  person  dies,  theb.dj  is  decorated 
in  all  of  his  or  her  iiiu-ry,  and  fuur  forks  or  crotches  are  cut  and 
stuck  in  the  ground,  up.»u  which  u  scatiold  is  made,  and  the  de- 
ceased wrapped  in  a  lcwIv  j^ai.iU-d  buffalo  fckiu  or  new  blanket, 
and  laid  there  ^u  with  sonic  ceremony.     If  the  death  takes  place 
at  a  trader's  house  in  the  tall  i)titbi'e  they  go  to  their  hunt,  an  old 
woman,  a  relative  of  the  deceiised,  is  left  there  to  feed  and  cry 
over  the  dead  during  the  ubbenoc  of  the  others.    She  usually 
goes  about  dark  in  the  evening  with  a  dish  of  provisions,  and  sits 
down  under  the  scaifold,  and  commences  crying  and  howling, 
with  loud  lamentations,  and  calling  upon  the  Great  Spirit  some- 
thing as  follows  :      Wah  kawtonggaw^  oh  she  mendok  (naming 
the  deceased)  with  other  cries,  which  moan — Great  Spirit,  have 
mercy  on  the  deceased,  <$lc.     This  doleful  noise  is  very  unpleas- 
ant, and  after  continuing  it  Tor  about  an  hour,  she  leaves  the  dish 
of  food  under  the  scaffold,  and  returns  to  the  jodge,  and  the 
dogs  or  wolves  eat  the  provisions,  when  the  Indians  suppose  the 
dead  eat  them.    The  corpse  is  16ft  in  this  manner  until  nothing 
remains  but  the  bones,  when  they  are  collected  and  carried  to 
their  village.     Atone  time  at  my  house  in  St,  Peters,  au  Indian 
of  some  note,  who  had  four  giown  daughters,  had  a  deatli  in  his 
family,  and  he  named  four  ycung  men  to  build  the  scaffold  and 
put  the  corpse  thereon,  and  when  concluded,  he  rewarded  each 
with  one  of  his  daughters  for  a  wife. 

When  a  deatli  happens  in  a  family,  no  matter  how  well  they 

are  clothed,  the  good  clothes  are  stripped  off  and  given  away, 

it:  And  ^^  worst  old  leather  rags  substituted  in  their  place,  besmear- 
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ing  their  hair,  handa  and  face  with  dirt,  leaving  the  hair  on* 
combedtomat  with  .the  dirt,  gashiog  thoir  legs  and  arme,  and 
leaving  them  to  get  well  without  the  least  attention.  Some  of 
them  carry  their  grief  so  far  as  to  raise  the  skin  of  their  arms  and 
pierce  holes  with  their  knaves,  and  put  pegs  through.  They  con* 
tinue  their  mourning  about  a  year,  although  by  giving  a  feast  and  . 
performing  certain  ceremonies  they  can  be  relieved  from  their 
mourning  in  a  much  less  time. 

Keligious  superstitions,  &c.  Wawkaw,  in  their  language,  sig- 
nifies a  spirit  or  spiritual.'  The  French  have  interpreted  or  render- 
ed it  medicine,  but  the  Indians  call  the  Great  Spirit  or  God  Waw- 
SAW  TONG-OAw,  the  latter  part  signifying  great.  The  devil  they 
call  WaW'KAw-shb-coh,  the  latter  part  signifying  iad.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  get  an  Indian  to  talk  on  the  subject  of  his  religious  belief| 
but  my  interpreter,  who  was  a  half  breed,  informed  me  that  they 
believe,  that  the  great  Good  Spirit  resides  in  a  beautiful  country 
of  good  hunting  ground,  and  where  there  is  everything  in  abun- 
dance that  an  Indian  can  desire,  even  a  plurality  of  beautiful 
wives.  But  to  get  there,  they  must  bo  good  Indians  in  this  world, 
and  perform  all  their  duties  well  as  hunters,  warriors,  &c. ;  that 
on  the  way  to  this  happy  land,  there  is  a  deep  gulf  to  pass,  with 
a  very  narrow  way  to  cross  it,  and  that  only  the  good  can  success* 
fully  pass  over ;  that  the  bad,  in  attempting  to  pass,  fall  off  into 
the  gulf,  and  wander  about  in  a  starving  condition.  They  are 
very  particular  in  performing  their  religious  rites  by  feasts,  sacri- 
fices, &c.  The  first  fruits  gathered  are  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  a  spiritual  or  holy  feast ;  the  first  corn  or  wild  rlcj  of  the  sea- , 
son,  the  firot  duck  or  goose  killed  whuu  they  appear  in  the  spring, 
are  all  reserved  for  the  feast ;  at  which  those  Indians  only  who 
are  entitled  to  wear  the  badge  of  having  slain  an  enemy,  are  in- 
vited. The  women,  and  those  who  have  never  taken  the  scalp  of 
a  foe,  no  matter  how  hungry,  are  never  invited  to  participate* 
You  will  see  boys  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the 
feast,  while  old  gray-headed  men  are  excluded  with  the  women, 
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and  looked  upon  as  old  women,  which  is  a  term  of  great  reproach 
among  them.  We  cannot  then  wonder,  that  the  Indian  tribes  are 
80  constantlj  at  war,  as  it  is  the  only  thing  that  gives  them  fame 
and  consequence  among  themselves.  I  was  told  of  a  tradition  of 
the  Sionx,  that  in  ancient  times  a  man  coald  not  get  a  wife  nntil 
he  had  killed  an  enemj.  The  mother  trains  her  sons  to  believe 
that  revenge  npon  their  enemies  is  a  cardinal  virtue,  and  thia  ad* 
vice  and  admonition  are  constantlj  instilled  into  their  minde. 

From  early  infancy  they  believe  in  minor  evil  spirits,  and  in 
ghosts  who  operate  npon,  and  influence  them.    While  sleeping 
in  a  camp  of  Indians  in  the  night,  you  will  frequently  be  awa- 
kened by  the  firing  of  guns,  and  enquiring  the  cause,  you  will  be 
told  they  are  shooting  the  dead  that  trouble  them.     Over-loading 
their  stomachs,  as  they  often  do,  they  are  no  doubt  frequently 
troubled  with  tho  night-mare,  and  imagine  that  they  are  attacked 
by  a  ghost,  and  get  up  and  shoot  at  their  supposed  intruder.   They 
have  also  their  doctors  and  astrologers,  who  are  well  paid  for  their 
services.    When  a  person  is  sick,  they  send  for  a  doctor,  who  gets 
his  pay  in  advance.    He  then  commences  shaking  over  the  sick 
his  gourd,  which  has  in  it  some  beads  to  make  it  rattle,  until  he 
finds  out  what  is  the  matter  with  his  patient,  which  he  generally 
discovers  is,  that  some  beast,  fish  or  bird  has  got  into  the  body  of 
the  patient,  which  by  shaking  his  rattle,  signing,  and  other  nec- 
romancy, he    causes    to    depart.    Previously  to  driving  out  the 
unwelcome  intruder,  he  cuts  its  figure  or  likeness  out  of   birch 
bark,  Nand  places   it  in  front  of  the  dooi'  of  the    lodge,  with 
two   young   men    situated   so    to    fire    at  it  from  different  di- 
rections at  a  given  signal,  who  generally  blow  it  into  pieces.    If 
this  operates  upon  the  mind  of  the  patient  so  that  he  recovers,  it 
is  well ;  if  not,  there  is  some  mistake  about  it — the  animal  was 
not  killed,  or  some  evil  spirit  operates  against  him.    So  they  try 
it  over  again,  and  probably  continue  to  do  so  for  months,  until  the 
patient  recovers  or  dies ;  in  which  latter  case,  they  have  always 
good  reasons  to^how  why  the  patient  did  not  recover. 
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Thoy  have  some  few  specifics,  which  they  sometlmeB  adminis- 
ter, but  their  art  consists  mostly  in  necromancy.  They  <nLre 
wonnds  generally  sooner  than  most  surgeons,  because  they  sUck 
them,  and  thus  keep  them  clean  from  all  matter.  It  is  also 
the  business  of  the  doctor  to  suck  clean  any  old  sote  that  he  un- 

I 

dertakes  to  cure,  no  matter  how  filthy  or  disgusting,  eren  venereal 
diflorders  and  sore  eyes ;  I  har^  seen  th^  doctor  pretend  by  sack- 
ing to  draw  from  sore^eyes  small  bits  of  straw,  4&c.;  and^/Aooord' ' 
ing  to  their  theory,  as  in  most  other  complaints,  some  animal^ 
bird,  fish  or  reptile  has  inflicted  the  disease. 

He  father  in  law  of  ray  interpreter,  was  an  Indian  doctor 
among  the  8ioax.  I  recollect  hearing  the  old  man  the  most  part 
of  a  day  singing  and  shaking  his  gourd  rattle  in  his  lodge ;  after" 
which  he  canio  into  the  house,  and  sat  down  looking  very  serious  ' 
and  thonghtful.  His  son,  over  thirty  years  of  age,  had  sore  eyes, 
and  ho  was  endeavoring  to  cflFcct  a  cure.  He  said,  that  nearly 
thirty  years  before,  when  his  son  was  a  very  smull  boy,  he  had 
fastened  a  pin  to  a  stick,  and  was  amusing  himself  one  day  spear- 
ing minnows,  and  that  he  thus  pricked  one  with  his  pin-spear; 
and  that  it  was  strange,  that  the  fish,  after  so  long  a  time,  should 
come  to  seek  revenge  on  his  son's  eyes* 

Their  sooth-sayer  or  spiritual  man  after  sweating  alone  in  a  small 
lodge  and  singing,  pretends  to  foretell  events,  as  when  certain 
fKends  will  arrive,  or  when  the  buffalo  will  come  into  that  neigh- 
borhood, or  when  some  other  expected "  event  will  happen,  and 
should  it  fail  they  will  explain  it  by  saying,  that  the  little  spirit 
lied  to  them,  an  imago  of  which  each  one  of  these  jugglers  cwv- 
ries  in  his  holy  or  medicine  bag.  Ah  Indian  in  a  pious  fit  hangs 
on  a  tree  a  beaver  or  otter  skin,  bear  or  dressed  deer  skin,  for  a 
sacrifice  to  the  Oreat  Spirit,  which  remains  there  until  destroyed, 
or  until  some  other  Indian  passes  that  way,  wants  and  takes  it| 
leaving  a  piece  of  tobacco  in  place  tliereof,  which  he  may  IsrWiuI- 
ly  do.  On  the  Frairie  are  often  found  isolated  granite  rooksy 
ifkioh,  from  their  isolated  and  seattered  appearance  are  coasider- 
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ed  holjf  and  every  Indian  who  passes  them^  either  paints  them  . 
with  yermillion,  or  leaves  a  piece  of  tobacco  as  a  tribate  to  the 
Giwt  Spirit.    Hence  the  great  number  of  places  in  this  countrj, 
where  the  8iouz  were  accustomed  to  pasS|  that  bear  the  name  of 
Fainted  Bock. 

I  have  frequently  been  told  by  French  voyageursj  traders^  and 
interpreters,  of  the  ceremonies  performed  by  some  juggler,  in 
going  into  his  little  holy  lodge,  to  consult  with  the  Great 
Spirit.  After  having  fasted  a  while,  he  strips  himself  naked,  and 
goea  into  the  lodge  alone ;  and  soon  after  entering,  the  poles  of  ihe 
lodge  commence  shaking  violently,,  and  those  without  hear  two  or 
three  distinct  voices  within.  After  this  has  continued  about  two 
or  three  hours,  the  juggler  comes  out  of  the  lodge  in  a  high  state 
of  perspiration ;  during  the  time  of  the  ceremonies  in  the  lodge, 
the  jingling  of  bells  and  other  musical  instruments  is  heard,  aa 
though  they  were  attached  to  poles  of  the  tent  or  lodge,  and  my 
informers  generally  believed  that  the  Indians  had  commuuicaUona 
with  the  Devil.  It  so  happened,  that  I  never  witnessed  one  of 
these  scenes; 

The  Sioux  have  a  feast  which  is  calculated,  in  their  estimation, 
to  preserve  their  women  from  all  ilUcit  connections  It  is  after 
this  manner :  Tlie  young  Indians,  like  some  young  white  men, 
are  in  the  practice  of  vaunting  of  having  gained  some  advantage' 
over  some  frail  one  of  their  tribe.  When  a  woman,  either  mar- 
ried  or  single,  learns  that  she  has  been  slandered  in  this  way,  she 
selects  a  spot,  clears  away  the  bushes  and  rubbish,  builds  a  firei 
puts  the  kettle  on,  makes  a  circle  around  it,  and  near  one  end  of 
the  fire,  places  a  stone  painted  with  vermillion ;  and  when  every- 
thing is  properly  prepared,  she  sends  the  crier  of  the  camp 
around  to  give  notice  of  it.  He  performs  this  duty  by  gang 
throagh  the  camp,  singing  in'as  loud  a  voice  as  he  possibly  esoi 
tbaiauoha  woidso,  announcing  her  name,  will  give  her  feast* 
that  day,  stating  the  name  or  pbject  c^f  th0  feast,  and  jiaviting.  aU. 
to  attend.    All  the  women  of  the  camp  are  usually  present  on 
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bucIi  occasions ;  if  anyone  is  absent,  it  is  strongly  snspected  that 
she  dare  not  come,  for  fear  of  being  exposed.  When  assembled  on 
the  ground|  the  hostess  of  the  feast  heads  the  ring  formed  by  the 
^women,  and  marches  around  until  she  reaches  the  painted  stone, 
which  she  touches  reverently,  thereby  solemnly  protesting  her  " 
innocence. 

Some  Indian,  the  while,  stands  on  some  slight  elevation,  and 
harangues  the  young  men,  telling  them  if  any  of  these  women 
are  unworthy  to  partake  of  this  feast  of  the  virtuous,  to  fail  not 
to  expose  them.  The  young  men  pride  themselves  upon  every 
exposure  it  is  in  their  power  to  make;  so  that  a  woman  who  is 
unworthy  dare  not  be  present,  unless  she  happens  certainly  to 
know  that  her  guilty  paramour  is  so  far  away  that  he  cannot  be 
there.  If  a  woman,  not  worthy  to  partake  of  the  feast  is  so  bold 
as  to  venture  there,  the  Indian  who  says  she  is  not  worthy,  goes 
and  takes  her  by  the  arm,  and  leads  her  out,  asking  her  before 
the  whole  assemblage,  if  she  does  not  remember  such  a  time  and 
place,  which  he  specifies.  It  is  thought  that  they  seldom  falsely 
accuse,  as  they  believe  that  if  they  do  so,  the  Great  Spirit  would 
be  ftngry,  and  visit  tbem  with  some  dire  calamity. 

Tiieir  feasts.  With  Indians,  a  man  who  gives  feasts  is  popular 
and  well  spoken  of,  and  has  plenty  of  pretended  friends,  precise- 
ly as  with  the  white  man  who  often  gives  good  dinner  and  other 
parties.  Tbey  have  their  holy  or  sacred  feasts,  where  the  guests 
know,  when  they  are  invited,  of  what  they  are  to  partake ;  and 
as  they  prido  themselves  upon  the  quantity  they  can  eat,  each 
carries  with  him  the  sized  dish  which  he  supposes  he  can  eat  full. 
The  master  of  the  feast,  not  eating  himself,  serves  tjie  otbers, 
singing  and  shaking  his  gourd-rattle  all  the  time.  ilTothihg  of 
this  food  must  fall  to  the  ground.  Each  guest's  dish  is  filled,  and 
he  must  eat  it  himself,  or  pay  some  one  else  to  eat  it  for  him ; 
^  and  frequently  in  attempting  to  devour  what  has  been  put  in 
their  dish,  they  eat  until  they  vomit  it  back  again  into  the  dish,  as 
nothing  is  allowed  to  fall  upon  the  ground,  and  some  one  nltiMbe 
24 
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hired  to  oat  it  for  thom.  They  have  been  known  to  gormandize 
to  that  extent,  that  on  leaving  the  feast  they  have  fallen  down 
dead ;  but  even  then  |  the  survivors  will  not  admit  that  it  was 
overeating  that  killed  them.  After  the  feast  is  over,  the  dishes 
and  kettle  are  carefuUj  wiped  out  with  grape  or  evergreen 
boughs.  They  accustom  their  sons,  when  children,  to  eat  a  great 
deal,  and  frequently  stuff  them,  when  very  young,  with  raccoon 
oil,  to  expand  their  stomachs,  and  often  boast  of  their  feats  in 
eating. 

The  dog  feast!  The  Sioux  Indians,  and  I  believe  it  is  true  of 
all  others,  consider  that  the  greatest  compliment  they  can  pay  a 
Btranger,  is  to  give  him  a  dog  feast.  And  tliis  intended  compliment 
constitutes  the  burthen  of  the  speech  of  the  giver  of  the  feast,  or 
the  master  of  ceremonies.  The  traders  arc  generally  invited  to 
these  feasts.  I  have  tasted  dog  meat ;  it  is  like  pork,  only  it  has  a 
sweeter  taste ;  those  who  can  get  over  the  prejudice  against  such 
meat,  become  very  fond  of  it,  but  my  prejudice  was  too  strong 
ever  to  be  able  to  relish  it. 

I  think  the  Indians  understand  the  art  of  flattery  as  well  as  any 
people  in  the  world.  When  I  concluded  to  enter  into  business 
for  myself,  there  were  several  Indians  of  influence  from  about  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's  Kiver,  and  of  the  Gens  de  Feuille  or 
Leaf  Nation  from  the  Little  Rapids  on  the  St.  Peters,  who  had 
wintered  in  my  neighborhood,  and  came  to  my  house  in  the 
Bpring.  I  agreed  with  these  Indians  to  meet  me  at  my  wintering 
house  in  the  fall,  with  as  many  of  their  tribes  as  they  could  per- 
suade to  come  up,  that  I  would  have  a  large  cargo  of  goods,  and 
would  fit  them  out  to  go  across  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  to 
hunt.  According  to  agreement,  I  met  them  in  the  fall,  with  two 
Mackinaw  boat  loads  of  goods,  and  found  on  my  arrival,  about 
three  thousand  Indians  of  the  Yankton,  Sissiton,  Gens  do  Lac, 
Gens  de  Feuille,  and  other  Sioux  bands,  encamped  about  it, 
and  they  received  me  with  a  grand  salute,  each  man  having 
a  guui  firing  with  ball  over  the  boat,  so  that  we  coold  hear  the 
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balls  whistle  nearer  than  was  agreeable  to  og.  They  had  prepared 
several  lodges  together,  so  as  to  make  one  great  lodge  of  at  least 
twenty  feet,  across  the  middle  of  which  they  had  made  a  wall  of 
dried  buffalo  meat,^  and  had  made  a  dog  feast,  to  which  they  in- 
Tited  me.  The  customary  speech  on  snch  occasions  was  made, 
as  uanal ;  saying  that  this  feast  was  designed  as  the  greatest  com- 
plin^nt  they  conid  pay  me,  and  then  added  :  Your  Father  must 
be  a  great  man  to  send  out  one  so  young  as  you,  with  so  many 
goods,  and  we  hope  you  will  be  very  charitable,  and  furnish  us 
with  plenty  of  clothing  to  keep  ourselves,  women  and  children 
warm,  and  with  plenty  of  ammunition  with  which  to  hunt,  etc. 
To  all  which  1  replied,  that  unfortunately  my  father  was  a  poor 
man,  and  I  was  a  poor  boy,  and  that  I  had  got  these  goods  on 
credit  to  supply  their  wants,  and  that  unless  they  hunted  well  and 
loaded  my  boats  with  furs,  1  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  these 
goods,  and  get  more  to  come  back  again ;  but  that  I  would  furnish 
them  with  clothing  to  keep  them  warm,  and  with  arms,  traps  and 
ammunition  to  keep  them  from  starving,  and  hoped  they  would 
hunt  well  and  pay  me,  so  that  I  could  get  more  goods  and  con- 
tinue to  trade  with  them.  I  took  to  my  house  the  meat  presented, 
and  made  them  payment  in  suitable  presents  of  ammunition,  etcf 

An  Indian  thinks  it  politeness  to  eat  everything  that  is  set  before 
him,  and  vrhen  traders  are  invited  to  a  feast,  what  they  do  not  eat, 
they  generally  carry  home  with  them  in  the  dish  and  give  it  to 
their  men,  and  send  back  the  dish  with  a  piece  of  tobacco  in  it. 

*The  manner  of  drj-iog  tho  buffalo  meat  is  this  :  They  take  each  aide  and  the  belly,  and  eat  and 
Ipead  them  oat  thin,  lo  tliat  they  will  thoroughly  dry  throagh  ;  whan  ftiily  extended,  this  makM  ft 
Aeet  of  about  the  liia  of  a  deer  akin,  and  when  dried  thoy  fold  them  np  aa  they  do  their  deer  akina, 
nd  pack  them  into  bandlea.  J.  H.  h. 

fit  la  proreittal,  with  all  acqaalnted  with  the  Indiana,  that  to  reeelvo  preaonta  from  them  ia  by  fi^ 
tte  moat  expenaire  way  of  obtaining  their  deairable  commodltlea,  u  the  trader  not  only  haa  to  pay  back 
flba  ftxU  Talae  of  the  artldea,  bat  also  aomethlng  derer  lo  addition  fbr  the^compllmMit  of  the  pretnt. 
H  ig  not  anoommon  for  a  Yankton  dilef  to  make  a  preaent  to  the  trader  of  all  the  baflUo  robet  ho 
hringn,  and  after  he  haa  reeelred  in  return  all  they  are  really  worth,  together  with  aomething  for  the 
eoaipltBent,  he  remembera  a  great  many  little  articlei,  naming  them,  of  which  he  ia  in  wont ;  and  It 
»»tgmtila4yhoiaoff8Bdtd,orparetBndatobaM.  Thongh  it  ia,  In  Indian  etiquette,  an  Inoolt  to  x«feie 
ftpretent,  I  hare  often  done  ao,  and  adrlied  Ike  Indian  that  he  had  better  trade  them  in  the  nanel  way. 

J.H.L. 
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I  have  Been  generoae  ladies  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Indian  country,  when  visited  by  Indians,  set  food  before  them  and 
keep  renewing  the  supply,  and  wondering  at  the  Indians  eating  so 
much,  whereas  they  considered  themselves  bound  in  politeness 
to  eat  all  that  was  set  before  them. 

When  Indians  become  too  old  and  infirm  to  travel,  they  build 
a  fire  near  water,  and  giving  them  some  provisions  and  generally 
a  small  kettle,  leave  them  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Many 
children  from  exposure  and  learning  them  to  be  great  eaters,  die 
in  infancy.  The  practice  of  leaving  the  aged  to  die,  applies 
more  particularly  to  migratory  bands  on  the  plains.  Indians 
living  about  lakes  and  rivers,  where  they  have  canoes,  I  do  not 
think  ever  expose  them  thus,  at  least  I  never  heard  of  an  instance. 

You  never  see  a  Sioux  Indian,  if  he   is  in   company,  smoke 
alone.    The  pipe  is  lighted  and  he  takes  a  whiff  or  two  himself, 
and  passes  it  to  his  neighbor,  always  passing  it  around  with  the 
sun.     When  several  are  assembled  together,  you  will  see  a  num- 
ber of  pipes  going  the  rounds  in  the  same  manner.     Their  princi- 
pal subjects  of  c  >nversation  at  these  times,  are  their  wars,  feasts, 
hunting  and  their  women.     A  man  may  have  as  many  wires  as    I 
he  can  maintain  among  the  Yanktons  ;  the  more  he  has,  the  bet- 
ter lie  is  off,  as^they  can  dress  and  prepare  the  mo^o  buffalo  robes 
for  market.    If  an  Indian  marries  the  eldest  daughter,  he  is  enti- 
tled to  take  the  others,  as  they  come  to  maturity,  for  wives.    But 
those  who  do  not  live  in  the  buffalo  range,  content  themselves 
generally  with  two,  and  many  of  them  with  one.     I  knew  one 
Yankton  chief  who  had  six. 

When  the  Sioux  women  have  their  "inensc^^  they  are  looked  upon 
as  unholy  and  unclean,  and  are  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
lodge  with  the  family,  but  are  obliged  to  build  a  small  lodge  ont- 
side  of  the  (»ther,  and  remain  alone  during  the  time  of  itv  con- 
tinuance, fed  in  a  dish  by  one  of  the  family,  and  not  aQowedi 
durmg  the  time,  to  enter  the  family  lodge,  or  touch  anything,  ex- 
cept the  dish  in  which  their  food  is  handed  to  them,  until  the 
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menstraal  diBcbarges  cease,  and  they  are  wasbed  up.  When;  a 
maiden  arriyoB  at  womanhood,  and  has  made  her  first  ont-oMoor 
lodge,  the  pnblic  crier  goes  throngh  the  camp  or  village,  and  an- 
nonncfss  the  fact  in  a  loud  song. 

The  Sioux  have  secret  societies,  something  like  freemasonry, 
but  they  admit  women  to  membership.  They  meet  in  a  lodge, 
which  13  guarded  on  the  outside  from  prying  curiosity,  by  one  of 
their  members.  In  this  lodge  they  perform  their  ceremonies. 
Any  person  wishing  to  join  them,  makes  tlie  application  through 
one  of  the  members,  and  is  then  on  probation  for  about  a  year. 
If  they  are  bad,  they  must  reform.  If,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
no  objection  is  made,  ho  is  generally  admitted  ;  and,  I  was  told, 
that  they  have  signs  by  which  Indians  of  that  fraternity  of  dif- 
ferent bands  know  each  other.  Either  after  or  before  their  meet- 
ing, I  do  not  remember  which,  th(yr  assemble  and  have  a  holy 
dance,  which  is  called  by  the  French,  la  danse  efe  la  graiide  med&- 
cinsj  as  the  French  translate  all  their  spiritual  or  juggling  pro- 
ceedings into  medicine.  At  this  dance,  among  other  ceremonies, 
after  dancing  and  singing  awhile,  one  of  their  number  takes  a 
garnished  sac,  usually  made  from  tho^  otter,  and  runs  at  the  dif- 
ferent members,  making  some  noise,  and  they  generally  fall  down 
or  over,  pretending  that  it  is  the  effect  of  spirits  from  the  bag,  and 
lay  prostrate  for  a  moment  or  so,  and  then  rise  again,  and  join  in 
the  dance.  This  dance  is  generally  continued  till  late  in  the 
night. 

l}ie  amusements  of  the  men  are  shooting  at  a  mark,  or  playing 
at  the  game  of  ball,  called  by  the  French,  le  Jeu  de  crosse.  This 
is  usually  played  in  the  summer  on  some  large  prairie,*  with  a 
stick  about  two  and  a  half  or  three  feet  long,  with  a  small  hoop  on 
one  end,  crossed  with  net-work  of  thongs  of  leather,  making  a 
sort  of  sac,  in  which  they  frequently  catch  the  ball.  How  they 
count,  or  their  boundaries,  I  have  forgotten.  The  women  amuse 
tliemselves  by  playing  at  what  is  termed  the  dish  play,  which  is 

•PMfal»UCtoBMi0OkKiiiaa«frQiBtlitfaMMii^fr«qoMtlrplayMtUn  J.  HL  L. 
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performed  bj  having  the  pits  or  stones  of  plums  marked  on  one 
side  with  hieroglyphics,  and  put  into  a  dish/shook  np,  and  tamed 
out,  and  the  marked  ones  turning  up,  count  They  are  so  fond  of 
gambling  at  this  play,  that  they  will  sometimes  continue  at  it  for 
several  days  without  cessation,  and  until  one  or  the  other  has  lost 
every  thing  that  she  can  put  up  for  a  stake.  Women  well  clothed, 
having  lost  every  thing  else,  have  been  known  to  strip  off  their 
good  clothes,  and  gamble  them  away,  and  put  on  old  rags.  The 
men  also  frequently  play  at  this  game,  and  to  the  same  excess  as 
the  women.  The  men  have  also  another  game,  called  the  shoe- 
play,  which  is  generally  played  by  two  parties  of  four  each.  Pour 
moccasins  are  placed  between  the  parties  on  the  floor,  and  the 
side  that  gets  the  fir^t  winnings,  hides  a  piece  of  wood  in  one  of 
the  moccasins,  by  running  his  hand  into  each  cf  them,  in  the 
presence  of  the  others,  when  one  of  the  opposite  party  searches 
for  it;  if  he  finds  it  in  the  first  moccasin  that  he  examines,  he 
looses  a  certain  number,  I  think  ten ;  but  if  he  finds  it  in  the  aec- 
.ond  or  third,  it  counts  twenty  for  his  side,  and  if  in  the  fourth|  a 
less  number.  The  game  tallies  at  one  hundred.  They  play  at 
this  game  sometimes  as  long  as  they  can  raise  anything  to  wager. 

Indians  generally  in  a  state  of  nature,  have  no  word  or  gesture 
of  salutation.  Those  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  white  peo- 
ple, sometimes  make  use  of  the  French  salutation  of  hanjaur^on 
meeting  a  white  man,  but  seldom  on  meeting  another  Indian*  I 
was  struck  with  the  meeting  of  some  Sioux  Indians  the  first  year 
I  was  in  their  country.  When  the  attack  was  made  on  Prairie 
du  Ohien  under  Col.  McKay,  a  son  of  the  Yankton  chief  called 
Le  Geaijd  Serviteub,  happened  to  be  there  with  the  Agent,  Bf. 
BoiLvm,  Esq.,  and  embarked  on  board  the  keel-boats  under  com- 
mand of  Oaptain  Yeiseb,  and  went  to  St.  Louis  with  him,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  remain  until  the  war  was  over ;  and,  in  1816 
had  got  as  far  back  as  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  as  we  were 
then  going  into  his  country,  we  took  him  into  the  boat  with  Hi. — 
When  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lac-qui-Parle,  on  a  cold 
morning  about  the  first  of  December,  I  was  awakened  from  aleep^ 
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and  told  that  there  were  some  Indians  on  the  shore  who  had  made  a 
fire.  We  disembarked  and  breakfasted  there,  and  fonnd  that  the 
Indians  were  fonr  Yanktons,  the  nncles  of  the  yonng  Indian  with 
us.  They  had  come  across  the  country  to  meet  their  nepheW| 
who  had  been  absent  two  and  a  half  years,  and  previous  to  their 
heariDg  that  he  was  on  his  way  home,  they  supposed  he  was  dead. 
The  uncles  had  made  a  fire  and  commenced  smoking,  when  the 
joung  Indian  walked  from  the  boat  to  where  they  were,  without 
saying  a  word  to  them,  or  they  to  him.  The  lighted  pipe  was 
handed  to  him,  when  he  smoked ;  and  after  it  had  passed  around 
two  or  three  times,  they  commenced  talking  slowly,  and  the  con- 
versation at  length  became  general  among  them. 

In  almost  every  Indian  camp,  they  have  what  is  called  the  sol- 
dier's lodge,  where  the  men  of  consideration  of  the  village  assem- 
ble to  smoke,  and  talk  over  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  An  Indian 
of  consideration  arriving  from  another  camp,  usually  goes  to  this 
lodge ;  but  if  a  young  man,  and  not  of  su£Blcient  distinction  to  go 
there,  he  stands  about  among  the  lodges  until  some  one  sees  that 
lie  is  a  stranger,  and  invites  him  to  his  lodge.  On  entering,  the 
pipe  is  handed  to  him,  and  after  smoking  a  few  whifih,  something 
is  set  before  him  to  eat.  After  he  has  eaten  awhile,  conversation 
is  commenced^  but  no  questions  are  asked  previous  to  his  having 
smoked  and  eaten.  It  was  sometime  before  I  could  learn  so  much 
of  Indian  politeness  as  to  make  no  inquiry  of  an  Indian  arriving, 
until  after  the  smoking  and  eating  had  been  attended  to.  At  first 
I  commenced  talking  to  them  before  this  important  preliminary, 
and  always  found  them  sulky  and  obstinate  about  entering  into 
conversation. 

Hy  interpreter,  FasNiEB,  told  me  that  some  years  previous  to 
the  war  1812,  that  he  resided  at  the  same  place  where  we  were 
then  wintering,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Oamebon  ;  that  Oahebok 
had  credited  a  band  of  Indians  to  go  on  the  head  waters  of  some 
of  the  streams  that  empty  into  the  waters  of  Mississippi  in  the 
direction  of  the  Bed  Biver  of  the  North ;  and,  that  in  the  month 
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.  of  February,  an  Indian  runner  camo  from  the  hunting  ground,  and 
informed  Cameron  that  the  Indians  were  so  loaded  with  fars  and 
peltries,  that  they  could  not  bring  them,  and. suggested  to  him  to 
send  his  men  to  assist  them.  He  sent  Fbenieb  with  some  ten 
men,  in  company  with  the  Indian,  to  the  camp.  After  they  had 
traveled  tniue  three  or  four  days,  they  were  overtaken  by  one  of 
those  sudden  snow  storms  that  are  so  frequent  in  those  vast  prai- 
,ries  in  that  high  latitude  They  .are  often  so  sudden,  and  give  so 
little  warning  of  their  api)roach,  that  you  may  set  out  on  a  prairie 
on  as  beautiful  a  sun-shiny  morning  as  you  ever  saw  in  winter, 
and  before  noon  be  enveloped  in  one  of  these  storms;  tlie  snow 
so  fine  and  thick  that  you  cannot  see  a  rod  before  you.  On  this 
occision,  as  Frknikk's  party  could  not  see  any  wood  or  timber, 
they  concluded  their  safest  plan  was  to  stop  where  they  were. 
Wrapping  themselves  snugly  in  their  blankets,  they  all  laid  down 
and  let  the  snow  cover  them,  except  the  Indian,  who,  having  pur- 
chased several  blanketb  from  the  trader,  wrapped  himself  in  them, 
and  staid  on  top  of  the  snow  nntil  the  storm  was  over,  which  lasted 
three  days,  when  he  discovered  that  it  was  not  more  than  one 
fourlii  of  a  mile  to  a  point  of  wood,  whither  he  repaired  and  bun- 
dled a  fire.  lie  then  made  use  of  a  pole,  poking  through  the  deep 
snow,  where  he  recollected  to  have  seen  the  men  lay  down,  and 
found  them  till  alive  and  uninjured,  except  one  man  a  little  frost 
bitten  on  the  hip. 

In  1816,  and  for  years  previous,  the  Yanktons  were  in  the  prac- 
tice of  making  up  war  parties  and  going  into  the  Spanish  territory, 
for  the  purpose  of  stealing  choice  horses  and  mules.  "Whe^i 
on  a  march  from  place  to  place,  there  are  warriors  on  duty  to 
regulate  the  march  according  to  rules  promulgated  before  their 
departure ;  and,  if  any  one  infringes  on  these  rules,  he  is  pnnisbed 
by  having  his  gun  broken,  his  dog  or  horse  killed,  his  lodge  cut. 
or  causing  him  to  suffer  a  penalty  in  some  manner.  ■  The  chief,  or 
leader  of  the  party,  is  not  cTrompt  from  these  regulations.  Any 
act  of  this  kind  performed  by  warriors  on  duty  is  not  rerengedj 
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thev  did  it  in  performance  of  inflexible  reghlationB ;  but  any 
affront  of  an  individual  in  his  private  capacity,  is  snre  to  be  re- 
renged  sooner  or  later,  and  the  avenger  is  always  koown,  as  it 
wonld  not  be  any  satisfaction  to  him  if  he  could  not  enjoy  the 
credit  of  it.  An  instance  came  under  my  observation.  It  is  usnal 
for  the  trader  to  take  to  his  post  as  many  guns  as  there  are  good 
hnnters,  who  will  probably  pay  f  >r  them.  These  are  generally  at 
first  distributed  to  those  for  whom  he  may  particularly  intend 
them,  before  he  commences  giving  out  other  articles.  One  year, 
in  distributing  the  guns,  my  interpreter  overlooke  .  'ood  hun- 
ter, while  Some  other  not  so  good  a  hunter  gi>t  the  gun.  Fiiii 
mortified  the  good  hunter,  und  that  nigbt  he  killed  the  horse  of 
every  man  who  had  received  a  gun,  and  it  was  known  the  next 
morning  who  had  done  it,  and  what  was  the  cause.  It  is  common 
to  revenge  an  insult  or  injury  by  killing  the  ofiender's  horse  or 
dog,  and  there  are,  in  this  way,  a  great  many  horses  killed  every 
year  among  the  Sioux.  And  they  not  only  revenge  insults  or 
injuries  among  themselves,  but,  as  the  late  Col.  R<.>bh:rt  Dicksov, 
in  conversation  with  me  on  the  subject,  expressed  it,  *Hhey  revenge 
vpon  their  enemies  the  acts  of  the  Almiffhti/;^^  for,  when  a  chief 
or  man  of  dintinction  die?,  they  commence  singing  the  war  songy 
and  raise  a  war  party  to  revenge  his  death  upon  their  natural  ene* 
mies,  as  wull  as  to  appease  the  troubled  manes  of  the  departed. 

It  is  a  prevalent  opinion  among  persons  not  acquainted  with 
Indian  customs  and  polity,  that  they,  like  white  people,  have  a 
king  or  great  chief  over  all ;  but  such,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted, 
IB  not  the  ca»e  with  any  Indians  in  the  North  West  or  South 
West  The  government  of  their  tribes  or  bands  is  patriarchal, 
mie  chiefdi,  as  with  politiciatis  who  obtain  office,  are  the  greatest 
laves  among  them.  They  get  the  honor  without  independence, 
not  being  able  to  do  any  act  of  their  own  will,  without  first  look- 
lag  to  see  if  it  will  be  populrtr.  If  a  cliief  buys  a  good  gun,  and 
one  of  his  young  men  takes  a  fancy  to  it,  and  expresses  a  wish  for 
it,  it  is  given  to  him  ;  if  not,  probably  the  chief's  horse  wonld  pay 
the  forfeit.  These  banda  are  generally  thus  originated :  When  A 
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man  has  five  or  aix^sons  and  several  daughters,  taking  his  fSunil j 
he  leaves  the  large  band,  forms  a  new  camp  or  settlement,  and 
acts  the  patriarch  or  chief;  his  sous  and  daughters  marryinj^ 
bring  their  wives  and  husbands  to  his  baud,  and  frequentlj  a 
brother-ialaw  acconpanies  him  and  remains.  Thus  the  new 
band  multiplies  from  natural  increase  aud  accessions,  until  it  be* 
comes  large  and  respectable.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  father, 
the  eldest  son  assumes  the  duties  of  chief,  if  old  enough ;  if  not, 
one  of  the  brothers  of  the  deceased  assumes  the  office.  The  chiet 
uses  no  authority,  but  advisoB,  and  if  popular,  his  advice  is  fol- 
lowed ;  if  not,  each  one  judges  and  acts  lor  himself.  The  only  ar- 
bitrary authority  exercised  among  Indians,  is  by  the  war  chief 
when  on  the  war  path,  which,  I  am  told,  is  then  absolute.  The 
warriors,  when  on  duty,  never  correct  their  cluldren,  except  by 
advice,  and  if  they  are  obstinate  and  pugnacious,  it  is  laoghed  at, 
and  looked  upon  as  a  sign  of  bravery. 

There  was,  when  I  first  visited  the  country,  a  band  of  Indiana 
who  had  their  village  on  a  prairie  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  where  the  village  of  Winona,  which  means  ih4 
eldest  daughter^  now  stands,  about  one  hundred  and  tventj 
miles  above  Prairie  du  Chieu.  The  chief  was  called  Wji-siL- 
SHA.W}  ho  wa3  a  very  sensible  Indian,  aud  was  truly  one  of  na- 
ture's noblemen.'^    Although  only  chief  of  his  band,  he  had  gTe$,i 


*  The  name  of  Wa-oa-shait,  the  great  Sioux  chief,  will  \on^  live  in  historjr.  He  was  indootd  to  Jua 
tiM  fortaoM  of  the  Britinh  in  tho  war  ot  1812-'15,  and  funght  at  the  aeigt  of  Fort  Meiga  and  elnvlMMb' 
When  peace  took  place,  tbe  lodiaos  were  lelt  hj  th«-ir  eoiplo^era  in  a  wretched  condition,  and,  at  • 
MBtequenoe,  their  npirits  were  broken.  Gen.  Cass  han  prtKc-rved  a  speech  of  Wa-ba-shav's,  at  Vra^ 
moad'a  Island,  la  1616,  when,  Col.  McOowdLi,  the  British  cowmandaiit  ot  that  post,  laid  a  fe«  prcMiti 
belore  him.    It  is  touch inglj'  pathetic  and  «-loquent : 

*' Mj  lather/'  said  he^to  Cot.  McDowell,  <'  what  i^  lliln  I  see  before  me  t    A  few  knirea  and  bUnk«(i^ 
It  this  all  jon  promised  uh  at  tho  b«-ginning  ol  tlie  \^'ar  r     (Vbere  arc  thoM>  proujisos  joa  made  us  al 
llichilimackin-tc,  and  sent  to  our  lillagcs  on  tbe  Mis^i^hippi?    You  told  us  you  would  a«wr  let  faUa* 
hatchet  until  the  Americans  wt-re  drivc-n  U-yond  tbu  uiouutuius  ;  that  uur  Dritiifh  father  would  arW 
make  peace  without  consulting  bis  rt:d  cfaildrfn.    IIn»  that  rome  to  pAs>?    We  lu^wr  knew  vf  thlA 
paaoe.    We  arc  now  told  that  it  was  made  bj  our  gnat  futher  beyond  the  water,  wtlbout  tha  kasalsilH 
of  hts  war-el^iefii ;  that  it  bi  jour  duty  to  ob:*/  IiIk  oidcrs.     \?h«t  in  tbif  to  ns  ?    Will  thesw  paltr;  pm- 
•nia  paj  for  tba  inan  wa  have  tost,  butli  in  battle  and  on  the  ruad  ?    Will  thej  suothts  the  tcvUiip  et 
our  frieada  ?    Will  Uie/  make  guod  jour  promi«<a  to  uii  ?  For  my  self,  X  am  ao  old  naa.    I  kaat  Ui^- 
|oai,aUaHri^albaaditaam«aoaof  aupportiocmyablf^andlcaadotoatUl.''  UC^A 


Ut^  bfttid  df  fMVants,  ^hb  Hild  tbeit  Tifhi^  otf  iShb  ^^  t^k'ilP 
tlM^  IB^MlplfnV  wKbrb'the  Pi^byt^n^ari  misMfoti!  tltfW'!^;'^^^^ 
itflfes  below  8t.  PSaii»;^VbdBe"cbief  was  '<*alIetf*Ltrii.i^''CrfoW*;*k^ 
aftln^\rf  gfliod  80118^,'  ^fclld-gfeneraliy^  cdnfi^tlferea  a  ^otitf  in^laii!'' 
Thei^^was  anotber  tfrfiuTl  band  who  bad  thijir  vmkgQaiiilteni^^^ 
which  eipnifi08i9l^'fW^<fy$'  Qf  the  waters;*  whose  cbfef*Wad  <&iteJr 
Black  Dog.    He  was  not  a  man  of  much  conseqnence.    There 
was  aleo  another  small  band  who  had  their  village  a  short  dis- 
tance above,  whose  chief  was  Po  nechon,  a  man  of  little  note. 
Where  the  village  of  Shakopee  now  is,  was  an  Indian  village, 
whose  chief  bore  that  name,  which  simply  means  six ;   he  pos- 
sessed a  good  intellect,  bat  was  not  popular  among  the  traders,  as 
he  was  considered  very  dishonest.    At  the  Little  Bapids  was  an- 
other village,  called  by  the  French  Gens  de  Feuille^  or  Leaf  Peo- 
ple.   The  name  of  their  chief  I  do  not  recollect    There  was  a 
Tillage  of  the  Sissitons  at  the  Rocher  Blanc ;    above  which,  I  re- 
member no  others.    The  Sissiton  and  Tankton  bands  seldom 
made  any  regular  villages,  as  they  roved  from  place  to  place,  en- 
camping temporarily  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  and  that  mostly 
among  the  buffaloes. 

Under  the  most  unfavorable  auspices  have  I  written  these  rerni* 
niscences.    With  ill  health,  suffering  a  great  part  of  the  time 
with  rheumatism  and  bad  eyesight,  bordering  almost  on  blind- 
ness, I  have  not  been  able  to  prepare  this  narrative  to  my  own 
•atisfaction,  and,  I  fear  not,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Society.    I 
bave  no  doubt  omitted  many  things  that  might  have  been  inter- 
esting, but  never  having  kept  a  journal  or  notes  of  events,  I  was 
obliged  to  depend  upon  memory  ;  and  frequently  when  writing 
and  having,  by  a  train  of  reflection,  recalled  pa^t  events  to  mind 
either  my  rheumatism   or  my  eyes  would  admon'sh  me  that  it 
was  time  to  cease  from  my  labors,  and  before  I  could  recommence 
I  would  probably  forget  the  thread  of  my  narrative.     Nor  have  I 
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fe60Q  able  to  review.whgt  I  have  written.  LearaiDg  that  tka 
BttT.  AuTBf  D  Bbuhboh  had  been  inrited  to  write  a  hietory  of 
O^wford  countji  and  that  he  intends  to  comply  with  the  reqaeet^ 
I  have  purposely  omitted  saying  any  tbirg  of  the  events  of  the 
county  since  he  settled  therein,  believing  that  he  will  be  able  to 
do  the  subject  more  jostioe  than  I  oonld,  even  were  I  in  better 
haalth  than  I  am,  and  had  all  my  fkcoltiea  abont  me. 
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Afpursiz  VO.  7. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE 

OF  OOL.  /OHN  SHAW,  OF  MAJtQUIETTB  OOITlffTT,  WISOONSDI.* 

I  was  born  May  30th,  1783,  in  Johnstown,  Montgomery  coantyi 
N.  Y.  My  father's  name  was  Comfort  Shaw,  and  my  grandfather^ 
was  Daniel  8haw,  who  resided  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent;  and  at  Stonington  my  father  was  bom.  Soon 
aiter  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  fired  by  the 
patriotism  of  the  times,  my  father,  nnable  to  obtain  the  permission 
of  his  parents  to  join  the  American  army,  ran  away  at  the  age  of 
aizCeen,  and  effected  the  object  so  near  his  heart  He  had  from 
early  life  excelled  in  playing  the  spirit-stirring  fife,  and  soon  re- 
oeiviid  the  appointment  of  Fife-Major,  and  served  several  yean 
in  that  capacity  in  the  army.  He  was  present,  and  participated 
in  the  memorable  battles  at  Saratoga,  and  was  among  the  first 
that  scaled  the  enemy's  breast  worics  on  the  7th  of  October,  177T. 
My  father  was  a  man  of  nnnsnal  personal  activity,  and  rendered 
his  country  long  and  faithful  service  in  the  war  of  Independenoe. 

Towards  the  close  of  1780,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Johna- 
t0wn,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Mart  Holunbbok,  whose  father  was 
JoHif  HoLLiiiBEcx,  a  native  of  Amsterdam,  Ilolland,  and  who^ 
*iehen  a  yoniig  knan,  came  to  America,  and  settled  at  Olarerack, 
<m  the  Hudson.  Hd  marriisd  a  Ketr  England  wffe  and  raised  a 
Urge  family,  only  one  of  Vhbm  was  a  son,  named  after  his  father* 
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This  young  John  Hollinbeck  early  migrated  to  JohDstowDi  and 
aettled  on  a  farm  abont  tliree  miles  nearly  east  of  the  village,  and 
took  with  him  his  young  sister  Maby. 

I  was  the  second  of  eight  children,  all  sons,  six  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity,  and.  two  of  m^  brothers,  Nathaniel,  of 
Calhoun  county,  and  Comfort,  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  both  fore- 
handed and  rov^pectable  farmers,  yet  survive.  When  three  years 
of  age,  I  one  forenoon  accompanied  my  elder  brother  Daniel  to 
the  village  school  in  Johnstown.  A'Mr.  TnRoor,  the  adopted 
father  of  Enos  T.  Throop,  since  Governor  of  New  York,  was  the 
teacheh  I  was  so  terrified  with  his  repulsive  appearance,  having 
very  long  eye-brows  and  a  very  unpleasant  physiognomy,  that  I 
'could  never  after  be  induced  to  attend  school.  What  little  edn- 
^cation,  therefore,  I  became  possessed  of,  was  obtained  by  piece- 
meal, and  in  a  picked-up  way.  When  I  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  my  father  died,  having  been  fuur  years  incapiicita^edby  con- 
gumption  for  labor ;  and  the  two  eldest  boys,  Danibl  and  I,  had 
af^ll  the  work  to  do  in  order  to  support  the  family. 

r  In  the  spring  of  1808,  when  twenty«five  years  of  age,  I  resolved 
4a  go  to  the  Western  country,  as  my  younger  brothers  had  now 
jrown  up,  and  could  more  than  fill  my  pl&eo  in  providing  the 
{finnily  aupport.  I  had  thought  there  was  bo  chance  to  secure  a 
jQQtnpeteucy  in  the  old  settlements,  and  I  had  foruaed  an  ardent 
d^re  to  pass  the  Socky  Mountains,  and  bathe  on  the  shores  of 
Ibe  Pacific  Foot  a  year  prior  to  this  period^  I  hadcarefnlij  prac- 
tised the  use  of:  the  guD,  and  became  very  expert  with  it.  I 
j^tart^d  that  spring  for  Montreal,  intending  to.jou;*ney  with  some 
narty  of  the  North-West  Fur  jCoqapany^  aifd  by  that  means  rfiadi 
fl^e  reoiote  Westi  But  concluding  this  was  not  very  pr^pti^al^lf^ 
^TT^n^ap.tbe  8t.  Lawrence,  and  along  the  ^j^ ore  of  Ljike  Ontjff^ 
^^^g^a  FaiULp,  wjiicb  latj^r  I  had  firflj  yy^ited  tf^(hy^eB^iW^ 

JPff^^fi^rJ^^F^:yf'^.fi^]S  a  siqgl^  log^hous^  nearly  ^  mile.jBrW 
j]^  Falls^  on  the  Canada  shore ;  aad  at  Black  Bock  1  crossed  tlie 
^if9mi*^tmi  wei>fe°t<»JB«ffliik>f  ^heie  thes»l(^r»»bwHiik'y  ^podtM 
houses. 
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From  some  of  the  Indians  at  Buffalo,  I  purdiBsed  a  bark  canoe 
and  paddles,  and  made  the  necessary  out-fit,  and  resolved  to  push 
on  np  Lake  Erie,  and  pursue  the  Lake  route  to  Green  Bay,  and 
employed  two  ^poung  men  to  accompany  me.  In  consequence  of 
a  severe  storm,  and  the  rock-bound  shores  of  tbe  Lake,  I  changed 
my  course ;  I  had  my  canoe  transported  across  the  country  on  a 
•wagon  to  Chatauque  Lake,  when  again  launching  my  frail  bark, 
I  descended  the  Lake,  its  out-let  into  French  creek,  and  finally 
entered  the  Alleghany.  Continuing  down  the  river,  I  stopped 
at  Pittsburgh,  Wheeling,  Marietta,  Limestone,  now  Maysville, 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  only  long  enough  to  rest,  and  procure 
needful  supplies.  Thence  I  kept  on  down  the  Ohio,  and  crossed 
the  Mississippi  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1808,  when  I  turned 
my  course  up  the  Mississippi  by  land  to  Cape  Girardeau  and  St. 
Genevieve  ;  at  which  latter  place,  I  well  remember  seeing  Henbt 
Dodge,  then  sheriff  of  that  county,  and  since  so  distinguished  in 
the  West.  Passing  up  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Florisant,  Portage 
des  Sioux,  and  St.  Charles,  I  then  became  acquainted  with  the 
celebrated  Daniel  Boone  and  family,  together  with  nearly  all  the 
leading  French  families  of  these  several  Missouri  settlements. 

Spending  the  ensuing  autumn  and  winter  at  St.  Louis,  New 
Madrid,  and  the  various  settlements  in  then  Upper  Louisiana,  in 
viewing  the  country ;  I  early  the  next  spring  procured  from  Ed- 
'^TABD  Bates  (father  of  the  present  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  St. 
lonis,)  an  accomplished  Marylander,  then  Secretary  of  Louisiana 
Territory,  and  in  the  absence  of  Gov.  MBRmWETHEB  Lewis,  acting 
governor,  a  license  to  search  for  gold  and  silver  anywhere  within 
the  limits  of  that  territory,  then  supposed  to  extend  to  the  Pacific 
—still  resolving  to  reach  that  distant  ocean. 

I  at  once  fitted  myself  out  for  a  long  journey,  and  engaged 
PitTER  Spear  and  William  Miller  to  accompany  me  in  this  ad- 
Tenture.  I  fully  explained  to  them  the  dangers  to  be  encountered, 
aiid  if  successful,  I  agreed  that  we  should  equally  share  the  pro- 
Sts  of  the  enterprise.  We  started  trotii  the  extreme  western  set- 
flcMAtot  of  Cape  Girardean  eonnty,  on  the  head  of  St.  Franctfii 
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Biver,  where  a  few  families  then  rcBided,  and  then  pushed  into 
the  great  western  wilderness.  Our  route  was  very  nearly  upoA 
what,  I  have  since  learned,  was  the  37cb  degree,  or  perhaps  half 
a  degree  south  of  that  parallel.  We  crossed  a  branch  of  Wiiito 
Biver,  which  I  named  ;the  Currents,  which  it  has  ever  since  re- 
tained, and  then  Black  River,  and  afterwards  Spring  River,  which 
we  followed  to  its  source,  where  we  found  a  very  large  spring, 
and  hence  the  name  of  the  stream.  We  next  passed  the  main 
fork  of  White  River,  and  then  continued  on  westwardly  until  we 
reached  the  prairie  country,  and  went  bejoad  all  the  western  head 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

We  continued  our  journey,  as  I  should  judge,  between  eight 
hundred  and  a  thousand  miles  from  the  settlements.  On  our  out- 
ward journey,  we  met  with  a  number  of  friendly  Indian  parties 
of  the  Chickasaws,  Choctaws,  and  Cieeks  or  Muscogees,  engaged 
in  hunting,  who  did  not  venture  too  great  a  distance  beycnd  the 
westein  verge  of  the  white  settlements;  but  we  hud  no  difficulty 
with  them.  We  encountered  vast  herds  of  buffaloes,  and  occa- 
sionally large  herds  of  wild  horcoe.  We  judged  from  the  buffa- 
lo trails,  that  we  passed  near  the  Great  Salt  liock ;  and  a  long 
distance  beyond,  we  came  in  view  of  the  spurs  of  the  great  Rocky 
Mountain  chain. 

In  this  remote  region,  we  one  day,  during  tlie  summer,  met  three 
men,  who  proved  to  be  the  only  survivors  of  a  party  of  some  fif- 
teen trappers  who  had  penetrated  high  up  the  Missouri,  whem 
in  two  savage  attacks  by  the  Indians,  all  the  others  were  aUia; 
and  these  survivors  were  now  directing  their  course  to  the  Ar* 
kansas  River,  and  admonished  us  to  dusist  our  further  jonmey 
westward.  Not  heeding  these  earnest  admonitions,  we  kept  oUp 
and  the  next  day  discovered  a  party  of  a  dozen  or  twenty  wild 
Indians,  probably  Camanches  or  Pawnees,  chasing  and  catchim^ 
wild  horses  with  the  lasso,  which  they  used  with  great  doxtarity 
and  success.  We  saw  them  in  time  to  secrete  ourselves,  aniaen 
by  them,  and  bad  a  full  view  of  them  fur  three  or  four  bours^  is 
an  immense  prairie;  and  thongh generally  perhaps  not  leae.tlUM 
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five  miles  diatant  from  nt,  thej  once  came  within  a  mile  of  «■  in 
clMBing  the  wild  horses.  Those  engaged  in  the  chase  were,  of 
eonrse,  mounted  on  well- trained  steed6|  while  others  were  m 
groops  on  foot,  taking  care  of  the  restless  animals  that  had  btea 
taken. 

When  these  unwelcome  Indians  disappeared,  we  took  the  mat- 
ter into  serioQS  consideration,  and  as  painfully  as  I  regretted  te 
abandon  our  intended  exploration  to  the  Pacific,  it  seemed  mad- 
ne€S  to  attempt^anj  farther  progress;  and  so  we  reluctaotlj 
tuned  our  faces  to  the  eastward ;  and  when  we  got  what  we 
deemed  prettj  sate  hunting  ground,  in  what  is  now  eastern  Kan- 
■as,  and  western  Arkansas^  and  Missouri,  we  pitched  our  camp^ 
and  went  to  hunting,  mostly  tor  boaver.  We  then  little  dreamed 
that  the  white  settlements  would  extend  to  that  region  for  the 
next  five  hundred  years.  Our  main  camp  was  near  the  bead 
waters  of  one  of  the  northern  tributaries  of  the  Arkansas ;  and 
having  no  traps,  we  procured  the  boaver  mu»k,  and  placed  it 
aome  distance  from  the  shore,  which  tempted  the  animals  to  ge 
and  smell  it,  when  we  would  secrete  ourselves  and  shoot  them. 

During  the  autumn  of  1809,  all  of  the  year  1810,  and  the  win- 
ter of  I8i0-'ll,westeadily  pursued  our  hunting;  and,in  tbeppring 
of  181 1, we  gathered  and  packed  up  all  of  our  beaver, otter  and  bear 
skins — about  fifty  beaver  and  otter,  and  about  three  hundred  bear 
akins,  and  eight  hundred  gallons  of  bear's  oil ;  and  making  canoes 
or  pirogues  on  one  of  the  head  waters  of  White  Biver,  we  coBr 
▼ejed  our  skins  and  oil  to  them  by  the  three  horses  which  we  had 
taken  with  us  in  all  our  journey  ings.  The  oil  was  cart  ied  in  sacks 
made  of  bear  skins,  one  being  swung  on  either  side  of  a  horse. — 
Lashing  our  boats  together,  and  trading  off  our  horses  to  friendlj 
Indians,  we  descended  White  River  to  the  Mibsieisippi,  and  thencOi 
■topping  briefly  at  one  TurnbulPs,  an  English  planter,  upon  the 
bigh  bluff  where  Yicksburg  now  stands,  and  at  Natchez,  we  past- 
ed down  the  river,  and  arrived  at  New  Orleans  about  the  first  of 
Hay. 

Bere  another  disappointment  was  in  store  for  ns ;  the  EmbaiKO^ 
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tiien  in  force,  pot  a  total  check  to  mil  exportation,  and  onr  cargo 
of  fors,  peltries  and  oil,  which  farmd  their  market  in  Enrci{)e, 
Nrere  a  drag  in  New  Orleans.  The  large  qnantitr  of  oil,  if  not 
aoon  shipped,  as  the  hot  season  had  comTienced,  wonld  become 
rancid,  and  almost  -worthless.  Ttie  re?a!t  was,  that  car  large  car- 
gOj  which  2t  former  rates  wonld  have  broTTght  between  two  and 
'ilree  thon«a?ii  dollars,  we  EOTrsoIi  for  rhc  mere  pittance  of  thir- 
ij'fiix  dinars.  Xolani^nage  cai  der-ctrnv  great  disappointment, 
first  in  farlin  J  to  reach  the  P  iciGc.  aid  then  all  onr  hopes  being 
frustrated  in  regard  to  the  priceeds  of  -nr  two  years'  hnnt.  The 
SickW  «ea«oi  p^wa^'proaching,  I  proceeded  throngh  the  Chocraw 
fiation,  Rcompanied  by  Speap,  leaving  Millkr  in  New  Orleana, 
and  never  f?eeing  him  afterward?.  We  passed  throngh  the  Choc- 
taw and  Chickasaw  country  to  C'^lhcrt's  Ferry  on  the  Tennessee, 
and  thence  to  Vincennes,  and  at  lenirth  to  St.  Louis. 

Willie  lod;ririg  about  thirty  miles  n*  rth  of  New  Madrid,  on  the 
14th  of  December,  ISlf,  ab>)ut  2  o'clock  »n  the  morning, occurred 
la  heavy  slock  of  an  earthquake.  The  house,  where  I  was  stop- 
ping, was  i^artly  of  wood  and  partly  of  brick  structure ;  the  brick 
portion  all  fell,  but  I  and  the  family  all  fortunately  escaped  nn- 
ifcnrt.  At  the  still  greater  shock,*  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  7tb  of  February,  1812,  I  was  in  New  Madrid,  when  nearly 
two  thousand  people  of  all  ages,  fled  in  terror  from  their  fallfng 
dwellings,  in  that  jilace  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  directed 
their  course  north  about  thirty  miles  to  Tywappety  Hill,  on  the 
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Vestern  bank  of  the  Miesissippi,  and  about  seven  miles  back  from 
fte  river.  This  was  the  fir?t  high  ground  above  New  Madrid, 
and  here  the  fugitives  formed  an  encampment.  It  was  proposed 
fliat  all  phonld  kneel,  and  engage  in  supplicating  God's  mercy, 


•  Since  CM.  Sii%ir  dictated  this  DftmtlTe,  I  hare  diMoovered  hj  nTnenee  to  BRADBrBT*a  psMilwA 
JItomfl].  kf^i  At  tb«  tliM,  aad  th*  writiv lino  in  the  ^dnltf  off  K«w  Madrid,  tk«t  the  Srst  iMk,  «i4 
■pfcl^  liM  writnfl  on  tliat  OTont  coaT«y  tbe  IdM  of  b^sg  tho  aeTenrt,  ooonmd  on  tho  montac  •f  ^k* 
16tb  of  (>ec^Tiil*«!r  ;  and  ai  Col.  Shaw  waa  thirty  miles  diittant  from  New  Madrid,  the  centre  of 
•OBTolirionii  of  nature,  on  thia  flrMt  ocenrrenoe,  and  waa  there  at  the  Fehraaiy  ahodk,  the  lattar'^ 
\mfif$$%nit^  hh»  to  he  the  aioit  ifiwi,  .U^iOi 
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«id  all  simnltaneoiiBly,  Catholics  and  Ppotestants,  knelt  and  of- 
fered Bolemo  prayer  to  th^r  Oreaton 

About  twelve  miles  back  towards  New  Madrid;  a  joung  woman 
aboQt  seventeen  years  of  age,  named  Bbtset  Mastbbs,  had  been 
left  by  her  parents  and  family,  her  leg  having  been  broken  below 
the  knee  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the  weight-poles  of  the  roof  of 
the  cabin ;  and,  thongb  a  total  stranger,  I  was  the  only  person 
who  would  consent  to  return  and  see  whether  she  still  survived.-^ 
Receiving  a  description  of  the  locality  of  the  place,  I  started,  and 
found  the  poor  girl  upon  a  bed,  as  she  had  been  left;,  with  some 
water  and  corn  bread  within  her  reach.  I  cooked  up  some  food 
for  her,  and  made  her  condition  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
would  allow,  and  returned  the  same  day  to  the  grand  encamp- 
ment   Miss  Masters  eventually  recovered. 

In  abandoning  their  homes,  on  this  emergency,  the  people  only 
■topped  long  enough  to  get  their  teams,  and  hurry  in  their  fami- 
lies and  some  provisions.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt  among  themi 
whether  water  or  fire  would  be  most  likely  to  burst  forth,  and 
cover  all  the  country.  The  timber  land  around  New  Madrid 
sunk  five  or  six  feet,  so  that  the  lakes  and  lagoons,  which  seemed 
to  have  their  beds  pushed  up,  discharged  their  waters  over  the 
sonken  lands.  Through  the  fissures  caused  by  the  earthquf&e. 
were  forced  up  vast  quantities  of  a  hard,  jet  black  substance, 
m^hioh  appeared  very  smooth,  as  though  worn  by  friction.  It 
scttmed  a  very  different  substance  from  either  anthracite  or  bitn- 
ainons  coal.*  • 

'  HiIb  hegiraj  Avith  all  its  attendant  appalling  circumstances,  was 
1^  most  heart-rending  scene,  and  had  the  effect  to  constrain  the 
noet  wicked  and  profane,  earnestly  to  plead  to  Ood  in  prayer  for 
mercy.    In  less  than  three  months,  most  of  these  people  returned 

^  their  homes,  and  though  the  earthquakes  continued  occasion- 

i*t      111  I  - ««       ■    ■■  ■      ■       1.  -J*   »  ...  I  .11  -  ■  I  ii^^ 

•Tbt  lAto  Hon.  Liwii  F.  Lnnr,  a  rnldent  of  St*  Otneriere,  and  for  manj  jtvn  a  membtr  of  Ukt'lIM" 
M  Stfttw  ?'enat«  from  Uliaoiirly  and  %  nuui  of  acAmm,  addwued  a  lottor.  In  1830,  to  tho  chalfioan  of 
ItAma^AllM  OB  MiDttereej  ta  wfai«h fe« tpoaka of  fhm  Ktw  Madrid  cartbqnakM,  and  dlgtineCI^ inM. 


illy  with  lesB  deetmotiTe  effeots,  they  became  so  aconstomed  to 
the  recarring  vibrations,  that  they  paid  little  or  no  regard  to  them, 
not  even  iiiterrnpting  or  checking  their  da  ices,  frolics,  and  vices. 
The  Upper  Mississippi  Indians,  of  all  tribes,  commenced  dep- 
redations on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  in  1811,  and 
early  in  1812.    Several  persons  were  killed  in  different  quarters. 
AboQt  thirty  miles  above  the  month  of  Salt  river,  and  folly  a 
hnndred  above  the  month  of  the  Missouri,  was  Gilbert's  Lick,  on 
the  western  bank  of  tbo  Mississippi,  a  place  of  noted  resort  for 
animals  and  cattle  to  lick  the  brackish  water  ;  and  where  a  man 
named  Samuel  Gilbert,  from  Virginia,  had  settled  two  or  three 
years  prior  to  the  sjring  of  1812.     In  that  region,  and  particnlarly 
below  him,  were  a  number  of  other  settlers.    About  the  latter 
part  of  May,  1812,  a  party  of   from  twelve  to  eighteen   Upper 
Miic^sissippi  Indians  descended  the  river  in  canoes,  and  fell  opon 
the  scattered  cabins  of  this  uf^per  settlement  in  the  night,  and 
killed  a  dozen  or  more  people.    At  the  time  of  this  masaaore,  I 
was  staying  at  the  house  of  one  Riffle  in  that  region  ;  and  hear- 
ing the  alarm,  I  went  in  company  with  others  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  saw  them  at  a  distance  as  they  were  embarking  in 
their  canoes,  and  soon  disappeared  to  our  view. 

This  massacre  in  the  Gilbert's  Lick  settlement,  caused  great 
consternation  along  the  Missouri  frontier,  and  the  people,  aa  a 
matter  of  precaution,  commenced  forting.  Some  seven  or  eight 
forts  or  stockades  were  erected,  to  which  a  portion  of  the  inhabi* 
tante  resorted,  while  many  others  heVd  themselves  in  readiness  to 
flee  there  for  safety,  in  case  it  should  bo  thought  necessary.  I 
remember  the  names  of  Stout's  Fort,  Wood's  Fort,  a  small  atoek- 
ade  at  what  is  now  Clarksville,  Fort  Howard,  and  a  fort  at  How^ 
^'s  Settlement — ^the  latter  nearest  to  OoL  Daniel  Boons  ;  bat 
the  people  bordering  immediately  upon  the  Missouri  river,  being 
less  exposed  to  danger,  did  not  so  early  resort  to  the  erection  ot 
ttockades. 

About  this  time,  probably  a  little  after,  while  I  was  eagagtl 
with  eighteen  or  tw^aty  men  in  building  a  temporaty  nfdcfciJI 
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where  OlerksTille  now  stands,  on  the  western  boiik  of  the  Missie- 
sippi,  a  party  pf  Indians  oi^me  and  killed  the  entire  family  of  one 
O'NKUiy  aboat  three  milee  above  OlarksTille,  while  O'Nkil  him- 
eeir  was  employed  with  his  neighbors  in  erecting  the  stockade. 
la  eompany  with  O'Nkil  and  others,  I  hastened  to  the  scene  of 
2SQrder,  and  found  all  killed,  scalped,  and  horribly  mangled.  One 
of  the  children,  about  a  year  and  a  half  old,  was  found  literally 
baked  in  a  large  pot  metal  bake  kettle  or  Dntch  oven,  with  a  cover 
on  ;  and,  as  there  were  no  marks  of  the  knife  or  tomahawk  on  the 
body,  the  child  must  have  been  put  in  alive  to  suffer  this  horrible 
death ;  the  oil  or  fat  in  the  bottom  of  the  kettle  was  nearly  two 
inches  deep. 

I  went  to  St.  Louis  in  company  with  Iba  Cottle,  to  see  Gov. 
Clabk,  and  ascertain  whether  war  had  been  actually  declared. 
This  mnfit  have  been  sometime  in  June,  but  the  news  of  the  dec- 
laration of  war  against  Great  Britain  had  not  yet  reached  there* 
On  our  return,  I  was  strongly  urged  by  the  people  to  act  as  a  spy 
or  soout  on  the  frontier,  as  I  was  possessed  of  great  bodily  activity^ 
and  it  was  well  known  that  I  had  seen  much  woods  experience. 
1  consented  to  act  in  this  capacity  on  the  frontiers  of  St  Charlesv 
cdunty,  never  thinking  or  troubling  myself  about  any  pecuniary  r 
recompense,  and  was  only  anxious  to  render  the  distressed  people 
a  nsetal  service.  I  immediately  entered  alone  upon  this  duty, 
sometimes  mounted,  and  sometimes  on  foot,  and  carefully  watch- 
ing the  river,  above  the  settlement^,  to  discover  whether  any 
ludians  had  landed,  and  sometimes  to  follow  their  trails,  learn 
their  destination,  and  report  to  the  settlements. 

Upon  my  advice,  several  of  the  weaker  stockades  were  aban- 
doned for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  around,  and  concentrated  at  a 
place  near  the  mouth  of  Cuivre  or  Oopper  Biver,  at  or  near  the 
present  village  of  Monroe ;  and  there  a  large  number  of  us,  per- 
haps some  sixty  or  seventy  persons,  were  some  two  or  three  weeka 
employed  in  the  erection  of  a  fort  We  named  it  in  honor  of  the 
pal^otic  governor,  Behjaiuk  Howabd,  and  between  twenty  and 
tkir^  ianulies  were  soon  aafelj  kNlged  in  i^<  iZimMirdL 
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As  the  war  had  now  fidrly  commenced,  an  act  of  CkmgMw  aiiw 
thorued  the  raiabg  of  six  companies  of  Bangers ;  thiee  to  -hd^ 
raised  on  the  Missonri  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  other  tUM 
on  the  Illinois  side.  The  Missouri  companies  were  commavdeB'- 
by  Dahibl  M.  Boons,  Nathah  BoaME,  and  David  Mobiok.  The* 
oommibbion  of  Nathan  Boons  was  dated  in  Jnne,  1812,  to 
a  year,  as  were  doubtless  the  others. 

The  Indians,  supplied  by  their  British  employers  with 
rifles,  seemed  bent  on  exterminating  the  Americans — always, 
however,  excepting  the  JFrench  and  Spaniards,  who,  from  thsir 
Indian  intermarriages,  were  regarded  as  friends  and  connectionaC 
Their  constant  attacks  and  murders,  led  to  offensive  meaenreis  ;* 
bnt  I  did  not  serve  on  Busskll  and  Edward's  expedition,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1812,  against  the  Indians  in  the  Peoria  region. 

Dnring  not  only  the  year  1812,  but  the  whole  war,  I  acted  asai' 
spy  and  was  in  constant  service.    The  Missonri  Bangers,  by  the 
terms  of  their  enlistment,  were  to  supply  themselves  with  horsea, 
accoutrements,  provisions  and  provender,  and  they  expected  to 
have  been  mostly  stationed,  and  in  service,  in  the  frontier  settle* 
ments ;  but  finding  that  they  were  chiefly  required  to  seonr  the 
region  beyond  the  verge  of  the  settlements,  they  had  neoedsaiily 
to  enter  into  some  arrangement  to  procure  their  supplies,  as  tbey^ 
were  too  far  from  their  homes  to  provide  for  their  wants  from  tbat> 
source.  I  was  solicited  by  them  to  furnish  these  needed  SQpplie8| 
pledging  me  payment  every  three  months,  not  doubting  that  they' 
would  promptly  receive  their  own  pay  from  the  General  Grovem- 
ment. 

I  commenced  furnishing  these  supplies  early  in  the  summer  of 
1812,  when  the  Ilan£:ers  were  ordered  to  the  frontiers;  and  these 
three  Missouri  companies^ wero  each  to  consist  of  one  horfdrM  ' 
men,  and  were  nearly  fall,  and   all  of  tliem  I  supplied  mdre  or 
less.    I  furninhed,  upon  an  average,  more  than  a  hundred  and 
fifry.  of  t'e  Rangers  duiing  the  whole  war.    Thvse  men  could'ndt'  ' 
apply  to  the  Government  commfssarief*,  bad  there  been  my'tiT^ 
the  country  > Mandthef^  were  aene }.  aa4reiif ' the ^i^attfi^  M^  tH^' 


anliBtmenta  they  were  to  provide  for  themselves.  Tkey  had,  in, 
their  iDdividaal  capacity,  made  repeated  efforts  to  procure  sup*, 
plies  upon  their  own  credit,  but  they  met  with  very  indifferent 
snceess.  The  millers  and  farmers  would  be  runniDg  no  small, 
risk  to  dole  out  their  surplus  provisions  to  so  many  personst  of, 
whose  ability  and  good  intentions  to  remunerate  them  they  conld^ 
know  60  little.  It  seemed  necessary  that  some  person  should  step, 
forward,  and  act  in  the  capacity  of  commissary  to  supply  the 
Rangers,  and  this  I  was  induced  to  undertake  at  their  urgent  de«t 
sire.  I  had' become  pretty  well  acquainted  throughout  the  Mh^, 
aouri  frontiers,  and  my  anxious  solicitude  to  servo  the  frontier: 
settlers  was  also  well  known,  and  hence  I  could  command  the  re- 
quisite credit  from  the  nullers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  country. 

1  employed  the  necesssary  number  of  assistants  to  purchase, 
and  drive  forward  beef  cattle,  and  hands  to  boat  or  wagon  floor 
and  other  provisiona  to  the  frontier  stations  where  wanted.    At 
the  same  time,  I  continued  to  act  as  a  spy,  sometimes  going  iifi, 
advance  of  my  teams  in  places  of  danger.    On  more  than  one, 
occasion,  have  I  thus  discovered  the  Indians  in  time  to  retreaty, 
and  save  my  men  and  teams.    I  remember  in  the  spring  of  1813|, 
being  at  the  head  of  live  teams  loaded  with  supplies,  when  at  thai 
fording  of  a  large  stream  known  as  Peruque  creek,  in  the  northerly ; 
part  of  St.  Charles  county,  I  discovered  a  party  of  thirteen  lon- 
dians  concealed  behind  blinds,  formed  of  .bent  bushes,  or  broken 
bushes  btuck  in  the  ground  for  a  screen,  and  retreated  in  time  to- 
save  both  teams  and  loading.^^I  then  procured  a  large  boat,  in 
which  to  transport  the  BUppIies  up  the  river  to  the  nearest  point 
to  Fort  Howard,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  to  which  we  were 
ezpo^ed  by  the  land  route.     Leaving  my  horse,  I  went  up  with 
the  boat,  and  met  with  no  obutaclo. 

Upon  arriving  at  Furt  Upward,  so  many  reports  came  to  the 
ears  of  my  boatmen,  that  they  at  tiist  declined  returning  in  th«^ 
boat  down  Cniver  River  a  tew  miles  to  the  AlitsBissippi ;  whein. 
once  into  the  large  stream,  they  would  feel  perftsctly  Bale,  as  they., 
coai4<)K«cp  out  beyond  tb/i  raadi  ^f  danger.    Culver  iii var  wm« 
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very  crooked,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  rods  in  width|  yad 
its  banks  generally  low,  and  fiometimes  overflowed  back  a  con- 
■Merabfe  diataoce.  At  length,  however,  the  boatmen  contented 
to  retam,  I  agreeing  to  go  ahead  of  them  in  a  canoe,  to  aee  tkat 
ao  Indians  were  ready  to  intercept  them.  Taking  with  me  in  the 
eanoe  one  Joskph  CLASKincifr,  we  proceeded,  and  the  large  boat 
was  to  follow  at  a  respectful  distance,  nntil  they  shonld  hear  the 
report  of  one  or  more  gnns  as  a  signal  to  retreat.  The  distance 
from  the  lauding  spot  on  Cniver  River  to  its  month,  by  its  sinv- 
iirities,  was  some  eight  or  nine  miles,  thongh  not  exceeding  three 
by  land. 

When  we  had  descended  abont  three  mites  by  the  river,  I  db- 
eoTered  three  or  four  Indian  canoes  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
ftream,  when  we  were  abreast  of  them ;  and  knowing  ladiana 
were  not  far  off,  concluded  to  pnsh  ahead,  and  did  so,  bat  in  lees 
than  a  minnte,  we  heard  a  noise,  and  looking  back,  we  got  a 
glimpse  of  a  dozen  to  twenty  Indians  rushing  down  the  bank  and 
jamping'into  their  canoes,  seizing  their  paddles,  and  pursuing  after 
as.  In  a  very  short  distance,  we  fortunately  turned  a  sharp 
wooded  angle  in  the  stream  to  the  right,  which  screened  us  from 
the  Indians,  and  there  we  ran  a  few  rods  up  a  small  bayou,  and 
left  the  canoe,  and  ran  abont  a  mile  and  a  half  up  the  stream, 
nnch  of  the  way  fully  knee  deep  in  water  on  the  overflowed  bot- 
tom ;  and  fearing  tbe  Indians  might  be  near,  we  remained  from 
abont  ten  o^cIock  in  the  forenoon  till  dark,  some  of  the  time  in 
water  up  to  onr  necks,  when  some  men  came  from  the  fort,  only 
a  mile  distant,  and  conveyed  us  over  the  river,  and  thence  to  the 
garrison  that  evening.    Tbe  larger  boat  and  crew  also  escaped. 

I  can  add  nothing  particularly  to  the  statements  given  in  the 
histories  of  the  times,  relative  to  the  occurrences  at  Forts  Madisoa 
and  Mason,  in  April,  1813.  About  the  1st  of  June  followiogi 
QoT.  Howard  resigned  his  governorship,  and  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  brigadier  general  in  the  United  States'  aervieCi  to 
aommand  the  eighth  military  department,  then  embracing  the 
lanitory  from  the  interior  of  Indiana  ta  the  frontier  of  Maiioa. 
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Qen.  HowABD  booq  after  viaitod  Fort  Howard,  and  upon  the  or^ 
gent  solicitation  of  all  the  inhabitants  that  I  should  be  continued 
in  the  spy  service,  as  I  had  repeatedlj  discovered  aud  given 
timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  ludian  war  parties,  Qen.  How- 
ard said,  as  ho  had  no  authority  to  appoint  spies,  lie  would  use 
every  exertiou  in  his  power  to  secure  ample  reninnenitfon  for 
anch  services  as  I  had  rendered,  of  which  he  had  i^jod  evidence 
from  the  people  and  Rangors,  and  which  he  desired  I  mi^ht  con« 
tinuo;  giving  me  a  certificate,  pledging  himself  to  use  liis  best 
exertions  to  secure  for  me  pay  from  Congress  or  the  War  Depart- 
ment. He  also  commended  m}^  exertions  in  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  Bangers. 

Shortly  after  Gen.  Howard's  visit  to  Fort  Howard,  a  strong  ap- 
prehension was  entertained  by  the  people,  that  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Indians  would  descend  the  Mississippi  in  a  body,  and  it  was 
concluded  that  it  was  advisable  to  erect  a  fort  directly  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  to  watch  and  check  any  such  movement  of  the 
enemy.  A^bout  eight  or  ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Ouiver 
Bivcr  on  the  eastern  bank  of  che  Mississippi,  is  a  largo  well-known, 
promontory  of  grit  or  sandstone,  hence  called  Cape  an  6r>s ;  di- 
rectly opposite  to  which,  on  the  western  shore,  was  tlie  place  se- 
lected for  the  new  fort,  which  was  soon  erected,  and  named  Oape 
an  Gris  Fort.  '  Capt.  David  Musiok  was  placed  in  command  there ; 
it  was  less  in  size  than  Fort  Howard,  and  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing people  took  shelter  there  with  their  families. 

Some  time  during  the  summer  of  1813, 1  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi to  its  eastern  shore,  two  or  three  miles  above  Oape  au  Gris, 
to  see  if  there  wore  any  signs  of  Indians  in  that  quartor.  When 
about  three  miles  east  of  the  river,  I  discovered  quite  a  large 
camp  of  Indians,  somewhere,  I  thought,  from  sixty  to  eighty  in 
number.  I  immediately  retreated  without  being  observed,  and 
hastened  to  Cape  au  Gris  with  the  intelligence.  It  was  at  onoe 
resolved  to  pursue,  and  it  was  only  a  question  of  numbers,  and  a 
strife  for  the  command.  Lieut  Jojeui  MoNaib,  of  the  Bangeiv,  a 
resident  of  St.  Charles  ooanty,  a  nephew  of  Col.  AxBZijnm 
27 
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MoNaib,  afterwards  Governor  of  MiMonri,  was  permitted  to  take' 
tlie  eommaod  at  his  own  nrgent  request,  and  selected  twelve  men 
lor  the  service,  together  with  myself  for  pilot.    I  stroDgly  urged 
a  larger  nnmber,  bnt  the  LienteLact  was  head-strmg,  and  ntterlj 
rejected  my  advice. 

There  were  but  a  couple  of  email  log  canc>es  or  dug  outs  in 
which  to  cross,  and  it  required  three  trips  to  eonvej  our  small 
party  of  fourteen  ovar  the  river.  We  immediately  pushed  for- 
ward, I  taking  the  lead  as  pilot,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
encampment,  in  which  the  Indians  still  remained.  Each  party 
discovered  the  other  about  the  same  moment,  we  having  crossed 
a  rise  of  ground,  which  brought  us  within  about  forty  rods  of  the 
Indians;  who,  when  they  et^pied  us,  seized  their  arms  and  rushed 
towards  us.  Seeing  that  they  out-numbered  us  four  or  five  to 
one,  we  instantly  retraced  our  steps  towards  Cape  an  Grls  rock, » 
distance  of  some  four  or  five  miles.  It  was  a  hot  chase,  the  In- 
dians rather  gaining  upon  us,  and  when  we  arrived  at  the  water*a 
edge  of  the  river,  about  mid-day,  we  turned  and  fired  upon  the 
Indians,  who  were  now  within  a  few  rods  of  us,  They  wero  mo- 
mentarily  checked,  and,  in  turn,  fired  upf>n  us,  killing  MoNaib 
and  eleven  of  the  men  instantly,  while  the  twelfth  Sanger,  one 
Wkhbeb,  dressed  in  a  yellow  hunting  shirt,  jumped  into  the  river, 
evidently  intending  to  swim  over  to  the  fort,  but  was  soon  ar- 
rested by  a  ball,  and  his  lifeless  body  dragged  ashore. 

Providentially  I  was  untouched,  and  quickly  turned  down  the 
river  bank,  leaped  a  small  stream  at  a  single  bound,  and  then 
running  along  the  side  of  the  dripping 'rock,  closely  pursued.by 
three  Indians,  who  kept  up  the  exciting  race  for  about  a  mile  and  a 
half— all  this  in  full  view  of  two  hundred  persons  at  the  fort  on  the 
opposite  shore,  who,  from  their  distance  and  want  of  boats,  were 
unable  to  render  the  least  assistance.  I  gained  so  much  on  the  Indi- 
ana during  that  mile  and  a  half  race,  that  they  abandoned  the  pur- 
siiit--^e  gnna  of  the  Indians  and  myself  being  alike  empty.  Not 
aware  that  my  pursuers  had  given  over  the  chase,  I  kept  on  as  rap- 
at  I  eoald  for  two  or  three  miles,  when,  taming  a  point  on 


the  riTer,  and  seeing  nothing  of  tbe  fndiaiiB,  I  re  loaded  my  gon,* 
and  kept  on  at  a  slackened  pace.  In  the  night,  when  some  twenty 
miles  below  Cape  an  Grit,  I  made  a  raft  of  dry  sticks  fastened 
together  with  grape  vines,  and  crossed  to  the  western  bank  of  the 
river;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  reached  Fort  How- 
ard, and  the  same  day  was  escorted  to  Cape  an  Gris  Fort,  where 
I  was  received  with  unaffected  joy. 

I  now  learned  that  the  Indians  had  horribly  mangled  the  btKlies 
of  my  unfortunate  companions,  and  left  them  with  every  mark  of 
indecency  and  indignity  their  inventions  could  suggest;  and  they 
shook  the  reeking  scal])S  in  bravado  in  sight  of  the  whites  on  the 
distant  opposite  shore.  IlaviDg  secured  the  guns,  clothing  and 
scalps  of  their  victims,  and  fully  indulged  themselves  in  yelling 
and  screaming  awhile,  like  so  many  demons,  seeming  conscious  of 
their  own  safety,  as  the  whites  could  not  at  once  cross,  they  at 
length  departed.  Fearing  to  pass  the  river  with  only  the  two 
small  dug-outs,  lest  they  should  be  ambuscaded,  the  Eangers  did 
not  venture  over  till  the  next  day ;  and  not  then,  until  they  had 
brought  the  cannon  in  the  fort  to  bear  on  the  spot  where  their 
slain  companions  were.  The  fragments  of  their  mangled  bodies 
were  gathered  up,  conveyed  over  the  river,  and  buried  near  the 
fort. 

On  the  16th  of  Jaly,  1813,  the  Indians  attacked  Fort  Madison; 
I  do  not  renicmber  the  number  of  troops  stationed  there,  or  their 
commander.  The  block-house,  built  especially  to  command  the 
ravine,  was  doubtless  located .  west  or  north-west  of  the  fort,  as 
the  ravine  circled  around  the  west  side  and  north  end  of  the  fort, 
into  the  Mississippi.  The  Indians  having  carried  the  block-house, 
now  availed  themselves  of  the  shelter  of  the  deep  ravine,  and  at- 
tempted to  dig  a  passage  into  the  fort,  and  continued  at  it  for 
some  time,  but  finally  gave  it  up.  This  was  the  second  attack  on 
Fort  Madison,  in  which  two  whites  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1813,  Capt.  Nathan  Boons  and  a  party 
of  spies  under  his  command,  while  on  a  scout  between  the  Mia- 
sisaippi  and  Illinois  rivers,  were  attacked  in  the  night  by  three 
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tim66  their  namber.  bat  no  livee  were  iosu  About  September 
fidlowiog,  I  acoompamedGreneral  Howard's  expedition  to  Peoria, 
where  a  fort  was  erected ;  Maj.  Nathan  Boonb,  and  Maj.  Wm. 
OBsmTY  of  St  Loaie,  were  along.  I  wade  bat  a  short  stay,  when 
I  letomed ;  after  I  left,  there  were  some  Indian  disturbances,  and 
Maj.  N.  B0051:  and  Gapt  Samuel  WnrrssiDEs  seoured  the  eonn- 
try.  Robert  Wash,  a  lawyer,  afterwards  a  Jodge,  of  St  Loois, 
was  an  Aid  to  Gren.  Howard.  The  latter  part  of  October,  on  the 
retnm  of  the  troops,  there  was  some  suow,  and  the  men  suffered 
considerably;  some  having  worn  oat  thoir  shoes,  killed  their 
horses,  and  wound  strips  of  the  hide  around  their  feet,  or  made 
hide  shoes. 

Early  in  NoFomber.  1813,  Eort  Madison  was  evacuated,  and  the 
buildings  burned,  iu  cjDseqnonce  of  the  contractor  failing  to  furnish 
that  garrisonwitli  provisions,  wliich  caused  much  alarm  and  appre- 
hension at  the  forts  and  settlements  below.  In  consequence  of  the 
abandonment  of  this  -important  position,  Fort  Johnston  was  built, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  Riyer,  on 
a  high  promontory  <  ai  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi ;  it  was 
erected  by  the  Kau<rcr3  and  regulars,  and  anlbng  tbe  officers  were 
Lieut  Benket  Rili.y,  and  W.  S.  Harney,  and  Dr.  Mitib,  after- 
wards of  Galena.  I  was  there  during  its  erection.  The  next  spring, 
for  the  same  reas<>ii  that  Fort  Madison  hud  been  al)andoned,  Fort 
Johnston  was  also  evacuated  and  destroyed.  It  was,  however, 
gnbsequently  rebuilt,  and  called  Fort  Edwards.  Fort  Mason, 
which  was  pi\>bably  erected  at  the  out-break  early  in  1812,  was 
located  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Salt  River,  on 
the  west  bank  of  tiie  Mississippi.  This  too,  was  abandoned  not 
&r  from  the  I'bt  of  May,  1814,  about  the  same  time  as  Fort 
Johnston. 

The  famous  battle  of  the  Siuk-nole,  near  Fort  Howard,  ocenr- 
led  on  the  24th  of  May,  1814.  Some  two  or  three  tijghts  pre- 
viously, I  made  a  i.arrow  escape  iu  riding  in  the  night  from  Oape 
sa  Gris  to  Fort  Howard.  When  about  half  a  mile  from  the  lat- 
ter, I  heard  a  whistle  on  the  chai^r  of  powder  horn,  aad  aoon 
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heard  a  party  of  Indians  endeavoring  to  cat  me  off  from  the  fort, 
when  I  took  a  cmsnit  and  evaded  them,  by  taking  a  bj-patii, 
when  they  had  way-laid  the  main  trail,  and  thus  I  reached  the 
fort  in  safety. 

Not  long  before  the  Sink-Hole  affair,  one  Bebnabd  was  killed 
on  Dardenne  Eiver,  the  next  stream  below  Pemqne  creek;  and 
about  the  same  time  one  Wetlt  was  killed  near  the  crossing  <^ 
Pemque,  and  Wm.  Linn,  a  Banger,  within  thirty  rods  of  Oape  au 
Gris  Fort.  Linn  had  gone  into  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  visit  a 
whiskey  jug  he  had  secreted  there,  when  the  report  of  several 
guns  was  heard.  Lient.  Masset  went  oat  in  pursuit,  but  the  In- 
dians had  crossed  the  river  below,  where  their  canoes  were,  and 
decamped.  On  the  Oapo  au  Gris  rock,  opposite  the  fort,,  the  In- 
dians deliberately  .showed  themselves,  when  a  young  warrior 
about  a  dozen  years  of  age  advanced,  exhibiting  Linn's  scalp,  and 
exclaiming  in  the  Sauk  language,  ^^  Gome  here,  you  Americans, 
and  we  will  serve  you  the  same  way."  Linn's  family,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  were  living  in  Wood's  Fort.  Within  a  few  days  of 
this  affair,  a  young  man  named  Bolles  went  to  a  deer-lick  at  the 
foot  of  the  bluff,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Oape  au  Gris, 
and  was  there  shot  and  scalped. 

Of  the  Sink  Hole  battle,  fought  on  the  24th  of  May,  1814,  near 
Port  Howard,  I  shall  bo  able  to  give  a  full  account,  as  I  was  pre- 
sent and  participated  in  it.  Oapt.  Peter  Oeaig  commanded  at 
Port  Howard ;  he  resided  with  his  father-in-law  Andrew  Ramset, 
at  Cape  Girardeau,  and  did  not  exceed  thirty  years  of  age. 
DaAKEF.''RD  Gray  was  first  lieutenant,  Whjson  Able,  the  second, 
and  Edward  Spears,  third  lieutenant. 

About  noon,  five  of  the  men  went  out  of  tlio  fort  to  Byrne's 
deserted  house  on  the  bluft',  about  a  quarter  of  ji  niilo  below  the 
fort,  to  bring  in  a  grind-stone.  In  consequence  of  back  water  from 
the  Mississippi,  they  went  in  a  cftnoe ;  and  on  their  return,  were 
fired  on  by  a  party  supposed  to  be  fifty  Indians,  who  were  under 
shelter  of  some  brush  that  grew  along  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff, 
near  Byrne's  house,  and  about  fifteen  rods  distant  from  the  canoe 
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at  thil  time.  Ihree  of  the  whites  were  killed,  &nd  one  moitallj 
wonadad ;  azid  u  the  back  water,  where  the  canoe  was,  was  only 
about  knee-deep,  the  Indians  ran  out  and  tDxnahawked  their  tIc- 


Ihe  people  in  the  fort  ran  ont  as  qnick  as  possible,  and  fiied 
across  the  back  water  at  the  Indians,  but  as  they  were  nearly  a 
qnarter  of  a  mile  off,  it  was  of  course  without  effect.  Capt.  Craiq 
with  a  party  of  some  twenty-fiye  men  hastened  in  pursuit  of  the 
Jfuiiffna^  and  ran  across  a  point  cf  the  back  water,  a  few  inches 
deep;  while  another  party,  of  whoui  I  was  one,  of  ab  jut  twenty- 
five,  ran  to  the  right  of  the  water,  with  a  view  of  intercepting 
the  Indians,  who  seemed  to  be  making  towards  the  bluff  or  high 
plain  west  and  north-west  of  the  fort.  The  party  with  which  I 
had  started,  and  Capt.  Craig's,  soon  united. 

Immediately  on  the  bluff  was  the  cultivated  field  and  deserted 
residence  of  Bexjamin  Allen,  the  field  about  forty  rods  across, 
beyond  which  was  pretty  thick  timber.  Here  the  Indians  made 
a  stand,  and  here  the  fight  commenced.  Both  parties  treed,  and 
as  the  firing  waxed  warm,  the  Indians  slowly  retired  as  the  whites 
advanced.  After  this  fighting  had  been  going  on  perhaps  some 
ten  minutes,  the  whites  were  re-inforced  by  Capt.  DAvm  Musics, 
of  Cape  au  Gris,  with  about  twenty  men.  Capt.  McsicKhad  been 
on  a  scoot  towards  the  head  of  Coiver  Biver,  and  had  returned, 
though  unknown  at  Fort  Howard,  to  the  crossing  of  CniverBiver, 
about  a  mile  from  the  furt,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
scene  of  conflict;  and  had  stoppci  with  his  men  to  graze  their 
horses,  when  hearini^  tlie  firing,  they  instantly  remounted,  and 
dashed  towards  the  place  of  battle,  and  dismounting  in  the  edge 
of  the  timber  on  the  bluff,  and  hitching  their  liorse?,  they  rushed 
tluough  a  part  of  the  Indian  line,  and  shortly  after  the  enemy 
fled,  a  part  bearing  to  the  right  oi  the  Sink-Hole  towards  Bob's 
Creek,  but  the  most  of  them  taking  rufuge  in  the  Sink-Holei 
which  was  close  by  where  the  main  fighting  had  taken  place. 
About  the  time  the  Indians  were  retreating,  Capt.  Cbaig  exposed 
himself  about  four  feet  beyond  his  tree,  and  was  shot  through  the 
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1)ody,  and  fell  dead ;  Jaicbs  Potnbt  was  killed  before  Oapt.  Obaio, 
and  perhaps  one  or  two  others.  Before  the  Indians  retired  to  the 
Sink-Hole,  the  fighting  had  become  animated,  the  loading  waa 
done  qaick,  and  ehota  rapidly  exchanged,  and  when  one  of  omr 
partj  was  killed  or  wounded,  it  was  announced  aloud. 

This  Sink-Hole  was  about  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  about  twelve 
to  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep.  Near  the  bot- 
tom on  the  south-east  side,  was  a  shelving  rock,  under  which 
perhaps  some  fifty  or  sixty  persons  might  have  sheltered  them* 
selves.  At  the  north-east  end  of  the  Sink-Hole,  the  descent  was 
quite  gradual,  the  other  end  much  more  abrupt,  and  the  south- 
east  side  was  nearly  ])crpendicular,  and  the  other  side  about  like 
the  steep  roof  of  a  house.  Ou  the  south-east  side,  the  Indians, 
as  a  further  }»rotectio7i  in  case  the  whites  should  rush  up,  dug  un* 
der  the  shelving  rock  with  their  knives.  On  the  sides  and  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Sink- Hole  wore  some  bushes,  which  also  served  as 
something  of  a  screen  for  the  Indians. 

Gapt.  Musick  and  his  men  took  post  on  the  uortli-east  side  of 
the  Sink-Hole,  ana  the  others  occupied  other  positions  surround- 
ing the  enemy.  As  the  trees  approached  close  to  the  Sink-Hole, 
these  served  in  part  to  protect  our  party.  Finding  we  could  not 
get  a  good  oppojtunity  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  as  they  were  best 
protected,  those  of  our  men  who  had  families  at  the  fort,  gradually 
went  there,  not  knowing  but  a  large  body  of  Indians  might  seize 
the  fuvorable  occasion  to  attack  the  fort,  while  the  men  were  mostly 
away,  engaged  in  the  exciting  contest. 

The  Indians  in  the  Sink  Hole  had  a  drum,  made  of  a  skin 
stretched  over  a  section  of  hollow  tree,  ou  which  they  beat  quite 
constantly  ;  and  some  Indian  would  shake  a  rattle,  called  sKe-Blvur 
qui^  probably  a  dried  bladder  with  pebbles  within  ;  and  even,  for 
a  moment,  would  veuture  to  thrust  his  head  in  view,  with  his 
hand  elevated  shaking  his  rattle,  and  calling  out  lyeash  !  peash! 
which  was  understood  to  be  a  sort  of  defiance,  or  as  Black  Hawk, 
who  was  one  of  the  party,  says  in  his  account  of  that  affair,  a 
jLind  of  bravado  to  come  and  fight  them  in  the  Sink-Hole.  When 
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thelndiaoB  would  creep  up  and  shoot  over  the  rim  of  the  Sink- 
Holey  they  wonld  insttntlr  disappear,  and  while  they  sometiiiies 
fired  effectual  shots,  thej  in  torn  became  occasionally  the  Tictifltt 
of  our  rifles.  From  about  one  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  firing  was  inconstant,  our  men  generally  reserving  their  fire 
till  an  Indian  should  show  his  head,  and  all  of  us  were  studying 
how  he  could  more  effectually  attack  and  dislodge  the  enemj. 

At  length  Lieut.  Speabs  suggested,  that  a  pair  of  cart  wheels, 
axle  and  tongue,  which  were  seen  at  Allen's  place,  near  at  hand, 
be  obtained,  and  a  moving  battery  constructed.  This  idea  was 
entertained  favorably,  and  an  hour  or  more  consumed  in  its  con- 
fltruction.  Some  oak  floor  puncheons,  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in 
length,  were  made  fast  to  the  axle  in  an  upright  position,  and 
port-holes  made  through  them.  Finally,  the  battery  was  ready 
for  trial,  and  was  sufficiently  large  to  protect  some  half  a  dozen 
or  more  men.  It  was  moved  forward  slowly,  and  seemed  to  at- 
tract the  particular  attention  of  the  Indians,  who  had  evidently 
heard  the  knocking  and  pounding  connected  with  its  manufac- 
ture, and  who  now  frequently  popped  up  their  heads  to  make 
momentary  discoveries ;  and  it  was  at  length  moved  up  to  within 
less  than  ten^aces  of  the  brink  of  the  SiukHole,  on  the  south- 
east side,  'ihe  upright  plank  did  not  reach  the  ground  within 
some  eighteen  inches,  onr  men  calculating  to  shoot  beneath  the 
lower  end  of  the  plank  at'  the  Indians ;  but  the  latter,  from  their 
position,  had  the  decided  advantage  of  this  neglected  aperture, 
for  the  Indians  shooting  beneath  the  battery  at  an  upward  angle, 
would  get  shots  at  the  whites  before  the  latter  could  see  them. 
The  Indians  also  watched  the  port-holes,  and  directed  some  of 
their  shots  to  them.  Lieut.  Speass  was  shot  dead,  through  the 
forehead,  and  his  death  was  much  lamented,  as  he  had  proved 
himself  the  most  active  and  intrepid  officer  engaged.  John  Pat- 
terson was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  some  others  were  also 
wounded  behind  the  battery.  Having  failed  in  the  object  f&r 
which  it  was  designed,  the  battery  was  abandoned  after  sun-down. 

Our  hope  all  along  had  been,  that  the  Indians  would  emer{g6 
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from  their  covert,  and  attempt  to  retreat  to  where  we  aappoeed 
ihejir  oanoea  ware  left,  some  three  or  four  miles  distant,  iu  which 
case  we.  were  firmly  determined  to  rush  upon  them,  aiid  endeavor 
to  cot  them  totally  off.  Thei  -men  generally  evinced  the  greatest. 
bravery  during  the  whole  engagement.  Night  now  coming  on, 
and  having  heard  the  reports  of  half  a  dozen  or  so  of  guns  in  the 
direction  of  the  fort,  by  a  few  Indians  who  rushed  out  from  the 
woods  skirting  Bob's  Creek,  not  more  than  forty  rods  from  the 
north  end  of  the  fort.  This  movement  on  the  part  of  the  few  In* 
dians  who  had  escaped  when  the  others  took  refuge  in  the  Sink 
Hole,  was  evidently  designed  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  whites, 
and  alarm  them  for  the  safety  of  the  fort^  and  thus  effectually 
relieve  the  Indians  in  the  Sink-Hole.  This  was  the  result,  for 
Oapt.  MusiOK  and  men  retired  to  the  fort,  carrying  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  made  every  preparation  to  repel  a  night  attack. 
As  the  Mississippi  was  quite  high,  with  much  back  water  over 
the  low  grounds,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  thus  facilitated, 
and,  it  was  feared,  a  largo  Indian  force  was  at  hand.  The  people 
were  always  more  apprehensive  of  danger  at  a  time  when  the 
river  was  swollen,  than  when  at  its  ordinary  stage. 

The  men  in  the  fort  were  mostly  up  all  night,  ready  for  resis- 
tance, if  necessary.  There  was  no  physician  at  the  fort,  and 
much  effort  Wi.s  made  to  set  some  broken  bones.  There  was  a 
well  in  the  fort,  and  provisions  and  ammunition  sufficient  to  sus* 
tain  a  pretty  formidable  attack.  The  women  were  greatly  alarmed, 
pressing  thoir  infants  to  their  bosoms,  fearing  they  might  not  be 
permitted  to  behold  anoUicr  morning's  light ;  but  the  nigbt  passed 
away  without  seeing  or  bearing  an  Indian.  Ther  next  morning  a 
party  went  to  the  Sink  Hole,  and  found  the  Indians  gone,  who 
had  carried  off  all  their  dead  and  wounded,  except  five  dead 
bodies  left  on  the  north  west  bank  of  the  Sink  Kolo  ;  and  by  the 
signs  of  blood  within  the  Sink  Hple,  it  was  judged  tliat  well  nigh 
thirty  of  the  enemy  munt  have  been  kille^I  and  wounded.  Lieut. 
DrjlKSfobd  Gray's  report  of  the  affair,  made  eight  of  our  party 
killed,  one  missing,  and  five  wounded — making  a  total  of  fourteen; 
28 
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I  had  thought  the  number  was  nearer  twenty.  Our  dead  were 
buried  nea^  the  fort,  when  Capt.  Httsick  and  his  men  went  over 
to  Oape  an  Gris,  where  thej  belonged,  and  of  which  garriflon 
Oapt  MuBiCK  had  the  command.  We  that  day  eent  out  eoonta, 
while  I  proceeded  to  St.  Oharlee  to  procure  medical  and  enrgieal 
assistance,  and  sent  forward  Drs.  Hubbard  and  Wilson". 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  from  the  crossing  of  Ouirer 
Elver  to  Fort  Howard  was  a  mile ;  from  the  fort  to  the  Sink 
Hole  half  a  mile,  and  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort 
to  BoVs  Creek.  The  fort  was  an  oblong  square,  north  and  south, 
and  embraced  about  half  an  acre,  with  block-houses  at  all  the 
comers,  except  the  south-east  one.  Lieut.  Draeeford  Gray  was 
left  in  command  there  ;  he  belonged  in  the  New  Madrid  region, 
and  did  not  long  survive  the  war.  Oapt.  M rsiCK  resided  near 
Florisant,  and  lived,  I  think,  to  a  good  old  age. 

Black  Hawk's  published  narrative  of  this  affair,  and  partic- 
ularly of  all  the  preliminary  incidents  prior  to  taking  re&ge 
in  the  Sink-Hole,  is  quite  strange  and  confused  ;  and  I  can  only 
account  for  it,  by  supposing  that  ho  has  related  as  occuring  here, 
what  really  transpired  at  a  diflferent  time  and  occasion.  He  re- 
presents, that  there  were  only  eighteen  Indians  with  him  in  the 
Sink-Hole,  while  there  must  have  been  more  than  twice  as  many ; 
he  speaks  of  only  one  Indistn  and  two  whites  being  killed,  and 
that  when  they  emerged  from  the  Sink-Hole  in  the  evening, 
they  placed  their  dead  Indian  on  top  of  a  dead  white  man — of 
this  latter  circumstance,  I  have  no  recollection. 

In  July,  1814,  two  families  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  in 
the  Wood  river  settlement,  east  of  Alton :  their  names  were 
Moore  and  Reagan.  Capt.  Samuel  WerrKsroES,  who  buortly  after 
served  on  Maj.  Taylor's  expedition,  immediately  pursued  the 
Indians  with  some  thirty  t:>  fifty  Illinois  Rangers.  Being  then  in 
that  region  seeking  supplies  as  commij^sary,  I  went  along  as  a  spy 
and  volunteer.  We  trailed  the  Indians  towards  the  junction  of 
the  Sangamon  with  the  Illinois ;  we  got  distant  glimpses  of  them 
several  times  in  the  hot  pursuit ;  and  just  at  the  dusk  of  the  eif^ 
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niog)  we  last  saw  tliein  enter  a  thicket  in  the  bottom  of  the  Illi- 
nois, jnst  below  the  month  of  the  Sangamon,  where  the  Indiana 
had  probably  left  their  canoes.  We  had  chased  them  that  day 
what  we  judged  to  be  sixty  miles  ;  and  one  old  Indian,  wearied 
out,  gave  out  and  stopped  on  the  prairie  just  before  the  other  In- 
dians entered  the  thicket.  As  several  of  our  party  approached 
him,  the  old  fellow  raised  his  gun,  and  pointed  it  rapidly  from 
one  to  another,  as  if  to  deter  them  from  firing ;  but  about  a  dozen 
fired  and  killed  him.  We  camped  near  there  that  night,  and  then 
returned  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1814,  Gov.  Olakk  headed  an  expedition  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  there  met  the  Indians  of  that  immediate 
region  in  council,  and  established  a  fort,  when  he  returned  to  SU 
Louis.  Butin  July,  181 1,  the  British  under  Col.  MoKay  or  MoCoy 
retook  the  place.  Col.  McKay^s  force  must  have  been  less  than 
two  hundred  whites,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  thousand  Indians,* 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  North-West,  except  the  Menomonees. 
They  descended  the  Wibcoiisinf  to  the  point  where  the  high 
bluff  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  terminates  near  the 
Wisconsin;  there,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Wisconsin,  they 
landed,  and  marched  over  land  about  seven  miles  to  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Col.  McKay  immediately  sent  a  flag  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort,  to  which  Lieut.  Perkins  declined  a  compliance, 
as  he  said  he  would  detend  it  to  the  last.  An  attack  was  at  once 
•ommenced,  and  an  assault  upon  the  fort  made  by  the  large  body 
of  Indians  there  assembled.  Upon  this  rush  and  attack  upon  the 
fort,  Lieut.  Perkins  cniciudeJ  it  wuuld  be  folly  to  resist,  and  sur- 
rendered ;  aiid  the  g.'eatest  exertions  were  required  on  iho  part 


•Thlis  BumlK»r,U  probably  much  too  high:  tbc  neirapaper  accouats  of  that  period  apeak  of  tho  Indian 
fone  being  at  leaj«t  a  thonwrnd.  It  was  the  17th  of  July,  1814,  that  Col.  McK.VT  appeared  before,  and 
captured  Prairie  du  Cblen.  L.  C.  D. 

f  Mr.  Sti:i:il.v  Taylou,  wiio  rtsided  in  WiBconi«lu  from  1S35  to  1S43,  and  now  Controller  of  the  dty 
of  PhiUiUdphio, states  in  con.er^aliou, that  ho  learned flrom  different  Rource?, that  Col.  McKay's  forces 
encamped  on  irhat  liaa  i-ver  tsince  been  known  as  Engluk  Prairu,  on  which  \a  located  the  present  ril* 
Isge  of  Husco'Li;  and  from  this  rircumatance  tlie  Prairie  derired  it»  name.  Thla  Prairie  ia  »>mo  fifteen 
miles  in  length,  and  perhapa,  upon  an  arerage,  tiro  in  width,  and  \s  romethln;;  like  fortj  miles  abote 
tho  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin.  L.  C.  D. 
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of  Ool.  McKay  to  preserve  Lieut.  Fbbkins  and  his  men  from  the 
fnrj  of  the  Indians,  and  his  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  this  end 
were  at  length  successful.  Lieut.  Perkins  probably  surrendered 
at  discretion,  as  there  could  have  been  no  time  for  securing  any 
specific  terms.  Col.  McKay  parolled  all  the  Americans,  and  sent 
them  down  the  river  in  the  gun-boat  Oovei^nor  Clark^  and  sent  a 
force  with  them  for  safety  until  beyond  Eock  Island ;  but  they 
were  dogged  all  the  way  by  a  large  number  of  canoes  of  Indiana. 
After  passing  belo^  the  mouth  of  Eock  Eiver,  the  British  escort 
withdrew,  and'  in  due  time  the  gun-boat  arrived  safely  at  St 
Louis. 

Of  Lieut.  Campbell's  expedition,  destined  for  the  relief  of  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  in  July,  1814, 1  need  say  but  little.  The  attack  on 
Campbell  was  made  about  throe  miles  above  Eock  Island,  at  a 
small  island  near  the  Illinois  shore,  ever  since  known  as  Campbell's 
Island.  Lieut.  Campbell  disobeyed  orders,  was  heedless,  and 
kept  out  no  spies ;  and,  in  the  attack,  he  was  badly  shot  through 
the  left  wrist.  Hq  was  known  after  the  war  as  Major  Campbell, 
and  settled  at  Louisiana,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  month 
of  Salt  Eiver,  Missouri,  and  there  lived  many  years.  He  was  a 
great  spend-thrift,  and  fond  of  drinking.  He  left  two  sons,  sort  of 
traders  at  Louisiana,  who  sometimes  traded  among  the  Indians. 

Maj.  Zacuary  Taylor's  expedition  uu  the  Mississippi, to  puniah 
the  Indians  on  Rock  Eiver  for  their  hostile  attacks,  took  place  in 
the  latter  part  of  August  and  early  in  September,  1814.  Having 
furnished  a  narrative  of  this  affair  for  Gen.  Smithy's  History  of 
Wisconsin,  I  shall  only  speak  in  a  brief  manner  of  some  of  the 
events  connected  with  it.  Since  learning  the  particulars  of  Maj. 
Taylor's  official  report,  I  feel  constrained  to  modify  some  of  my 
former  impressions.  I  must  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  es^tent 
of  Taylor's  forco,  as  it  was  clearly  loss  than  I  had  supposed.  I 
know  tliere  wore  twenty* -tvv.i  boats  iit  the  rondez.vous,  but  most 
likely  Ct»»ti.  Dodge's  expedition  np  the  Mii?fiouri  at  this  time,  eauBod 
the  dimiriuiion  of  the  boats  and  force  designed  fur  Maj.  TAYliOS. 

i  accompanied  Maj.  Taylor.     Near  Rock  Island,  it  was  ^s- 
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ooTcred  that  a  large  bodj  of  Indians  had  collected ;  it  seemed  to 
me,  that  there  were  from  two  to  four  thousand  of  them.  Hie 
British  had  erected  a  battery  on  the  left  or  eastern  bank  of  the 
Mississippi ;  in  a  row  witli  two  real  twelve-pounders,  they  had 
six  painted  wooden  guns,  all  on  a  knoll  oi*  elevation  on  the  river 
bank,  and  there  were  apparently  some  fifty  men  dressed  in  British 
uniform — some  of  them  may  have  been  Indians  so  dressed. 

From  Maj.  Tatlob's  report,  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  w^ 
Rkotob's  boat  which  got  aground,  and  Capt.  WnrrEsiDB  relieved ; 
but  I  would  not  now  say,  as  I  did  in  my  narrative  to  Gten.  Smtth, 
that  Oapt.  Whttkbide  disobeyed  orders  in  doing  it.  The  attack 
occurred  on  a  very  bright  raomiug ;  the  preceding  night  was 
cloudy,  very  windy,  with  some  rain.  I  still  insist,  that  the  first 
cannon  ball  from  the  British  battery  passed  through  Taylor's 
boat,  called  the  Gamjnodore^  yet  Taylor,  in  his  report  says,  it  was 
Hkmtstead's  boat — it  may  be,  that  Hemp&tbad  was  the  captain  of 
the  Commodore^  while  Taylor  was  commander  of  the  expedition. 

It  became  necessary  for  some  one  to  expose  himself  in  order  to 
cast  a  cable  from  a  disabled  boat  which  was  drifting  fast  towards 
the  shore  where  the  Indians  were,  to  Oapt.  Wiutbsidr's  boat ;  and 
one  Paul  Harfolb  greaUy  exposed  himself  in  accomplishing  the 
object.  But  having  done  this,  he  lingered,  and  one  after  another 
hB  shot  at  the  enemy  fourteen  guns  handed  to  him,  when  he  him* 
self  was  shot  in  the  forehead,  and  tumbled  forward  into  the  river 
when  his  body  was  obtained  by  tlie  Indians,  and  out  up  into  a 
hundred  pieces.  Tlie  crippled  boat  was  saved,  but  po^r  Hab- 
polb'b  exploit,  in  which  he  lost  his  life,  was  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  all.  He  was  a  young  man  of  some  twenty -three  years 
of  age,  and  resided  near  Wood's  Fort,  in  Missouri,  where  he  had 
mlways  been  celebrated  for  his  strength  and  activity,  and  was  pos- 
sessed of  much  backwood's  wit  and  humor. 

The  prairie  where  Maj.  Taylor  halted  to  repair  his  boats,  and 
attend  to  the  wounded,  was  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
Bock  river,  on  the  Illinois  shore.  There  were,  as  Maj.  Tatlob 
states,  a  great  number  of  Indian  horses  opposite  the  moath  of 
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Bock  river,  and  were  doubtless  placed  there  to  decoy  the  whites 
CD  shore  into  an  ambuscade.    Though  Maj.  Taylor  dated  his  re- 
port at  Fort  Madison,  that  fort  had  not  been  re  o<*—   '      ,  , 
n,i«t  have  stopped  there,  and  there  ^j^;^^  ^  ii^^^\  Ly 

add.  that  mv  ob^*'**^  ""  •       ^.l  j-i.* 

nuui  wf^fii,  ,  ^  ^^^^  ^^  accompanying  the  expedition  was  two- 
fold; to  Kirnish  supplies,  which  I  took  along,  to  such  of  the 
Bangers  as  I  had  contracted  to  supply,  and  also  to  act,  if  needed, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  spy  or  scout. 

The  death  of  Gen.  Howard,  after  a  two  days  illness,  at  St. 
Louis,  in  September,  1814,  was  a  serious  loss  to  me.  The  certi- 
ficate which  he  had  given  me  in  1813,  I  had  carried  with  me  in 
my  pocket  during  my  spying  service,  in  rains  and  storms,  until  it 
got  frequently  wet,  and  finally  worn  out ;  and  I  had  relied  on 
Gen.  Howard  to  make  the  proper  application  lor  me  to  obtain 
adequate  compensation  from  Government;  but  amid  hid  multi- 
plied public  duties,  he  had  neglected  to  make  the  necessary  rep- 
resentation, so  far  as  I  know,  to  the  War  Department.  Thus  was 
I  left  at  the  close  of  the  war  without  my  certificate,  and  Gen. 
Howard  in  his  grave. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1815,  while  the  Indians  were  still  hos- 
tile, the  young  men  of  Cape  Girardeau,  St.  Genevieve,  and  parts  of 
St.  Oharles  and  St.  Louis  counties,  to  the  number  of  750,  formed 
themselves  into  a  regiment,  with  a  view  of  offering  their  services 
to  the  Government  for  the  protection  of  Upper  Louisiana.  Mee^ 
ing  at  Oape  Girardeau,  I  was  chosen  Colonel,  and  Licvi  Kobesis 
Major  of  the  new  regiment.  The  Bangers  had  been  disbanded, 
perhaps  the  preceding  fall.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  regi- 
ment embodied  at  Portage  des  Sioux,  about  April,  1815,  and 
taking  the  command,  I  marched  them  up  the  Mississippi  to  Bock 
Island ;  and  finding  no  enemy  there,  we  went  across  towards  the 
Blinois  Biver,  crossing  Spoon  Biver ;  and  on  the  Illinois  we  met 
an  express  from  Gov.  Clark,  from  St.  Louis,  with  the  news  of 
}>eace,  stating  that  all  hostilities  would  cease,  and  a  treaty  beheld 
it  Portage  des  Sioux  in  June,  to  which  the  Indians  were  invited. 
Betoming  home,  atid  the  war  no  w  ended,  no  report  was  made  of 
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the  organization  of  the  regiment  or  of  our  econt,  and  now  we  di^ 
banded.  I  was  present  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sionx,  which 
was  concluded  on  the  18th  of  Jnlj ;  Got.  Olask,  Gov.  Edwabdb 
of  niinois,  and  OoL'  Aug.  OaoinxATT  ot  St.  Lonie,  were  the  oom- 
misBioners,  and  CoL  Rknb  Paul,  Choutbau^s  son-in-law,  was  ap* 
pointed  French  and  English  interpreter. 

My  pecnniary  condition  was,  at  this  time,  exceedingly  nnpleas- 
ant.  I  was  now  about  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  debt  for  supplies 
ftirnished  the  Rangers,  and  not  a  cent  had  they  received  for  their 
servicfS  during  the  war,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  culpable  wiih-^ 
holding  of  the  pay  on  the  part  of  the  paymasters,  who  probably 
used  it  for  i>nrpose8  of  speculation,  rather  than  the  inability  or  in- 
attention of  Government  to  pay  it.  The  Rangers  getting  no  pay, 
of  course  I  got  none.  In  some  instances,  the  paymasters  bought 
up  the  Rangers'  claims  at  a  reduced  price,  and  paid  for  them  in 
goods.  The  balance  due  the  Rangers,  was  finally  paid  towards 
the  close  of  1815 ;  but  as  they  lived  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  many  of  them  were  irresponsible,  I  eventually  lost 
$18,684:  03,  all  in  consequence  of  the  Rangers  not  getting  their 
pay  while  in  service,  for  had  they  been  paid  then,  I  should  have 
promptly  received  mine.  After  collecting  all  I  could  from  every 
quarter,  I  was  still  over  eight  thouBand  dollars  in  debt,  which  I 
ultimately  paid  to  the  last  i'arthing,  by  boating  and  other  opera- 
tions during  the  ensuing  four  years.  My  creditors,  knowing  the 
object  for  which  I  purchased  supplies  of  them,  and  knowing  also, 
how  I  had  snflFered  heavy  pecuniary  loss  by  the  Rangers  failing 
to  get  their  pay  prom;)tly,  never  charged  me  any  interest.  I  men- 
tion this  to  their  credit. 

Though  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  had 
promised  to  be  peaceful,  there  were  individual  exceptions.  Re- 
lying upon  the  treaty,  and  the  good  faith  of  the  Indians,  the  en- 
terprising whites  pushed  out  up  the  river,  while,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  not  a  few  of  the  Indians  were  yet  hostile  in  their  feelings. 
Several  whites  were  attacked  by  these  malcontents  during  1815. 
Afojojxg  them  was  John  Yore  Sawtsb,  a  Yermonter,  afterwards  it 


Circnt  Jodge  of  DKook,  who  V1B  one  of  a  partr  iz:  m  bost 
die  Miniuippi,  and  bad  lar^ded  on  the  west  bank  cf  the  river, 
aboDt  tw6>e  mileB  below  the  piese^t  dtr  of  Daboqce.  at  aplaee 
known  as  Buttrs  ds9  llorU.  where  ther  wex^  *attad»d  and  eerer- 
al  killeG.  Sawixl,  a  Terr  corpulent  man,  ccjcee Jed  ia  secreting 
hiiLStlf  :l  .  -ii^k-Lole  i-ik  of  the  rirer  hiU,  where  iie  remained 
three  a&js  wiibout  iiXKi.  and  tLan  escaped.  S*yas  S.  Virj-yg^ 
another  of  rhe  partr,  ^iio  was  a  blacksmith,  uianagad,  tocrether 
with  hU  wile,  in  some  war  to  reach  &n  island,  ret  known  as  Mil- 
ler's  iftiaod.  waere  ther  rem£.!Lt;d  i:ea:Ij  a  moLth  befjre  they 
were  tak^n  o^.  Mn.TFR  afterwards  settled  at  Galena  where  he 
died  aboat  i<^ii. 

A'oTit  :Li5  period.  Dr.  Mute,  c:  the  United  Si&tes  Armr,  whom 
I  had  seen  at  Fon  Johnston  in  1514,  wa^  a;  Prairie  da  Chien« 
when  his  ii:e  was  threatenei.  and  he  was  saved  by  a  jonng  Sank 
squaw,  -^^hom  he  married,  and  :  v  whom  he  raised  a  lamiiv.  Dr. 
Mna  oft*. n  related  to  mi.  the  iucidents  of  hi^  wife's  heroism  in 
saTing  him«  bat  the  particniars  I  hare  torgottor..  Like  most  of 
pei»jnB  coni^ectei  with  :be  rj-inv.  he  was  r^j  fond  of  liqaor. 
otherwise  he  znight  have  risen  to  distinction  and  oseiolness.* 

In  the  f&U  oi  iSIo«  I  went  np  the  Hississip^  i  with  a  boat  pto* 
perl  J  inanned.  en  a  trading  voyage.  The  Indian  traders  on  the 
Upper  Aiississippi,  piirchasing  goods  at  St.  Ir?uis,  were  desirons 
of  making  p:^jmcnt  07  remitting  ^iead  irom  the  mines  on  Fevre 
River,  which  they  bad  received  in  trade  from  the  Indians,  and 
which  was  01  tLeir  own  smelting  and  manulsciore  from  the  min- 
eraL  This  {.roinised  to  ^pen  np  a  new  field  of  trade  and  com- 
merce :  bnt  the  {^riocess  of  bcatirg  u]>  the  Mississippi  at  this  period, 
at  times  qnito  tedions.    The  boats  were  propelled  np  stream 


'IacoaT^-sft:k>n  vitii  Mr.  Bosii::  Sict^-,  of  Grant  co^mj-,  who  retl^k^i  ia  tke  nt 
fr-.s  !s:7  t3  :=r::»^  ^e  learz  rirtLer  of  Tr.  Mv  a,  'Jiit  L«  ns  &  fcotittAn,  &  good 
i  as  Bdlctutb ;  tut  trm^icg  vUfa  tl«  ViaDtht^oef,  a  fiui  «m  er  cco^ted  ia  tb« 
rfcca  a  jocEg  #'^a*-r  appriicsl  hia  cf  it,  aci  ftfcnt^  his  is  a  Ckv;,  aci  s«|*(Iied  hiai 
n  tbt  alann  puatA  xw^kx.   la  gratltede  to  hit  dalirertr,  ba  tock  \9x  wilh  bim  aa  Ua  «l^  i 
ifteriaM,aMdnlaadM««alcfalldr«.    Dr.  Men  wanfla  WA<g  9mmm%  tta  twj  fct 
iDrii^vtaMlMflBnMoatLt  latfm  tndt,  wA  wh«*  1«  dM,  yiv  vMAlii  bnl^ 
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bf'means  of  poles  and  sails,  and  with  favorablo  wind,  a  handred 
and  ten  miles  hare  been  accomplished  in  a  single  day.  From 
twelre  days  to  a  month  were  requisite  for  the  voyage  from  St 
Loais  to  Prairie  dn^-Ohien,  while  the  descending  trip  was  made 
in  from  six  to  ten  days. 

I  had  conversed  with  Indians  at  the  treaty  at  Portage  des 
Sioux,  and  at  St  Louis,  about  trading  with  them,  and  asking 
their  permission  to  build  a  saw-mill  in  their  country,  if  I  could 
find  a  suitable  locality,  as  it  was  a  pine  res^on,  and  pine  lumber 
was  then  worth  seventy  dollars  a  thousand  in  St.  Louis.  I  now 
started  to  carry  out  these  views.  At  the  place  now  called  fielle- 
vue,  in  Iowa,  about  fifteen  miles  below  Galena,  and  about  six 
below  the  mouth  of  Fevre  river,  I  stopped,  and  found  a  water 
power,  which  I  judged  would  fully  answer  my  purpose.  Here  a 
small  stream  flowed  intp  the  Mississippi,  and  somo  thirty  or  forty 
rods  above  its  mouth  was  a  fine  locality  for  a  mill ;  and  logs  could 
be  rafted  down  the  Wisconsin,  and  other  streams  upon  which  the 
pine  grew  abundantly,  as  I  had  learned  from  traders  and  Indiana 
in  that  quarter.  The  Indians  had  previously  informed  me,  that 
if  I  should  go  up  for  such  a  purpose,  I  must  obtain  written  per- 
mission of  the  Government.  I  now  had  a  regular  license  from 
Gt>v.  Olabk,  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  trade  with 
the  Indians. 

There  were  a  few  Indians  then  encamped  at  this  Bellevue 
locality,  and  others  collected  while  I  remained,  so  that  in  all, 
there  were  three  or  four  hundred  warriors,  and  many  more  squaws  . 
and  children,  assembled  there.  I  soon  discovered  but  little  feel- 
ing of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  towards  tlie  Ameri- 
cans. I  had  a  talk  with  them,  reminding  them  of  their  promises 
to  me,  and  my  wish  to  trade  at  that  point,  and  erect  a  mill  there. 
After  I  had  distributed  presents  during  several  days  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  dollars  in  value,  and  concluding  that  they  had 
obtained  all  they  could,  they  said  they  had.  been  consulting  about 
tbe  matter,  and  declined  to  grant  my  request ;  that  doubtless 
flKttiy  wfaitieto  "vtrbifld^  W  iloltei&  similar  fkvors  and  prf vile jjesj^ ! 
S9 
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and  one  grant  of  this  kind  wonld  pave  the  way  for  another,  and 
they  must  firmly  deny  all ;  that  they  mnst  check  the  advance  of 
the  whites,  for  if  one  should  go  into  their  country,  others,  like 
Bwarms  of  bees,  would  follow.  They  constantly  begged  for 
whiskey,  of  which  I  had  none. 

I  now  proceeded  on  to  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  there  engaged  in 
some  little  traffic.  The  place  was  much  scattered,  and  sparselj 
settled ;  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  dwelling  houses,  and  all 
the  people  could  speak  the  English,  French  and  Indian  langnagea, 
and  all  imperfectly.  There  were  perhaps  three  or  four  permanent 
traders  located  there,  and,  during  the  warm  season  of  the  year, 
some  fifty  or  more  would  resort  there,  and  late  in  the  fall  scatter 
abroad  to  their  several  trading  stations  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  its  numerous  tributaries.  This  had  been  the  custom  for  many 
years.  I  do  not  think  there  was  an  American  resident  at  Prairie 
du  Chien.  The  traders  were  polite  and  kind,  and  their  hospitality 
was  both  general  and  generous;  and  while  they  drank  freely,- it 
was  regarded  a9  disgraceful  to  get  drunk. 

Mr.  Jambs  Aird,  a  Scotch  trader,  had  been  thirty-seven  years 
in  the  Upper  Mississippi  country,  making  Prairie  du  Ohien  gen- 
erally his  place  of  summer  resort.  Joseph  Bolettb,  AmroiNE  and 
Michael  Beisbois,  Fbanois  Boutielle,  Jean  Bapttste  St.  Jean, 
Mons.  Tiebcoubt,  Mons.  Bennette,  Mens.  Palen,  and  many  others, 
were  among  the  traders.  All  these  traders  had  families,  and 
mostly  by  Indian  wives ;  but  Michael  Bbisbois  had  a  fine  French 
wife.  In  Bbisbois'  family  was  a  beautiful  girl  named  Fishkb, 
whose  parents,*  early  settlers  there,  were  dead ;  and  Joseph  Bo- 
XJETrE  was  said  to  have  married  this  young  girl  when  she  was  only 
ten  years  of  age.  Holette  was  regarded  as  the  largest  trader 
there,  and  reputed  wealthy.  The  marriages  of  the  traders  with 
aquaws  was  without  ceremony,  and  to  last  only  for  a  single  trading 
season.    The  trader  would  make  the  engagement  with  the  parents 
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of  the  yoTiDg  gc^uaw,  to  whom  he  woald  make  liberal  oomptmul^^ 
Hon ;  aad  by  making  a  permaDent  marriage,  the  trader's  bneinewr 
would  be  increaBed.  When  the  trader  renewed  his  engagemeDt: 
for  his  sqnaw  wife  for  two  or  three  years  in  Buceession,  he  genets, 
ally  then  kept  her  for  life. 

I  remained  a  few  weeks  at  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  then  retmved 
without  molestation  to  'St  Louis,  taking  down  a  few  skins  and 
hides,  but  the  trip  was  unprofitable.  I  learned,  while  at  Prairie 
da  Ohien,  that  the  people  there  had  chiefly  depended  upon  the* 
traders  bringing  flour  und  other  snpplies  from  Mackinaw,  bat 
their  remoteness  from  the  older  settlements,  would  now  render  it 
neqessary  to  engage  in  farming,  and  raise  large  crops  of  wheat, 
and  that  arrangements  were  then  making  for  that  purpose.  I' 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  locality  for  a  grist  mill,  and  promised' 
the  people  that  I  would  erect  one,  for  which  there  was  sufficient 
water-power  at  Fisher's  Ooulee,  four  miles  above  Prairie  du  Ohieiu 
This  promise  Was  gratifying  to  them,  as  they  had  no  mode  of 
grinding  except  sometimes  to  hitch  a  horse  to  a  sweep,  and  grind 
on  a  small  scale  with  a  band  and  small  stone — hence  called  a 
band-mill. 

About  June,  1816, 1  returned  to  Prairie  du  Ohien  with  a  large 
boat,  and  full  load  of  merchandize  and  provisions,  I  then  being^ 
but  a  common  carrier  tor  others.  The  post  at  Bock  Island  was 
then  occupied,  and  commanded  by  Maj.  Willouobbt  Moboav  ; 
this  post  was  commenced  the  previous  year.  On  this  visit,  I  be- 
lieve, I  found  a  detachment  of  IT.  S.  troops  arrived- at  Prairie  du 
Ohien  shortly  before  me;  perhaps  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
aad  fifty  in  number,  but  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the 
commanding  officer.  Their  arrival  was  very  unwelcome  to  the 
settlement  generally.  They  were  occupying  and  repairing  the  t3A 
fort,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  town.' 

Having  discharged  my  load,  I  descended  to  Fevre  river,  as  I 
bad  orders  from  St.  Louis  merchants  to  bring  down  lead  from  the 
traders  in  payment  for  goods  they  had  purchased  there.    Beaob- 
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iDg  a  point  then  known  as  Kettle  Chief's  Prairie*,  some  little 
dMnee  below  where  OassTille  now  is,  perhaps  fifteen  or  e%h- 
teen  miles,  I  Ihwe  met  the  traden  npon  whom  I  had  the  ordws, 
aad  some  two  or  three  thousand  Indians  congregated,  holding  a  sort 
of  jnhilee  jnst  after  their  com-plauting,  swigging  whiskey,  and 
invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Spirit  npon  their  crop.  The 
tniders  requested  me  to  go  down  to  the  month  of  Feyre  riverj 
and  there  await  their  sending  the  lead  down ;  thev  were  Terjr 
anxious  that  I  shonld  take  it  down  to  8c.  Louis  for  them,  and  they 
had  it  piled  up  at  the  very  spot  where  Galena  now  is.  This  I  re* 
flised,  as  I  could  not  consent  to  wait  so  lorcr.  and  asked  to  go  up 
with  my  boat.  Thi&  request  the  Indians  refused,  saying  that 
''the  Americans  must  not  see  their  lead  mines,"  as  they  were  par- 
ticularly suspicious  of  Americans,  but  did  not  cherish  the  same 
ftelings  towards  Frenchmen,  with  whom  they  bad  been  so  long 
connected  and  associated.  Speaking,  as  I  did,  the  French  as  fln- 
ently  as  I  did  the  English,  the  traders  declared  to  the  Indiana 
that  I  was  a  Frenchman,  and  all  my  boatmen,  which  was  true, 
were  French  voyageurs ;  the  Indians,  with  very  little  persuasion, 
consented  that  I  might  go  to  their  smelting  establishments. 

About  two  hundred  Indians  jumped  upon  my  boat,  while  otheiB 
followed  in  canoes,  and  we  pushed  on  to  the  spot.  There  was  no 
Indian  toMrn  there,  but  several  encampments,  and  no  trading  es- 
tablishment There  were  at  least  twenty  furnaces  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood ;  and  the  lead  was  run  into  plaques  or  plaU^ 
otflata^  of  about  seventy  pounds  each.  These  jlaU  were  formed 
bj  smelting  the  mineral  in  a  small  walled  hole,  in  which  the  fuel 
and  mineral  were  mingled,  and  the  liquid  lead  run  out|  in  front, 
inio  a  hole  scooped  in  the  earth,  so  that  a  bowl-shaped  mass  of 
lead  was  formed  therein.  The  squaws  dug  the  minefa),  and  car- 
ried it  in  sacks  on  their  heads  to  the  smelting  places.  I  loaded 
seventy  tons  of  lead  in  my  boat,  and  still  left  much  at  the  for- 

*  PkobttUjr  9MB«d  alter  the  Fox  chief  Kittl^  vho  v«  killed,  ia  1831^  bj  %  w«r  sMrty  oC  Mmz  t^ 
MtnoaoBMii  M  rdated  \^  Jadfe  Lockwood— VIdt  p.  1T0-*71,  of  t^  volume.  L.  0.  D. 
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nacefi.  Ihii  was  the  first  boat-load  of  lead,  from  Gkdena.  Ibe 
Indians  had  often  previously  taken  lead  in  small  quantities  in 
their  canoes  to  Portage  des  Sioux  and  St.  Louis,  for  purposes  of 
barter. 

In  the  course  of  that  year,  I  made  two  other  trips  in  the  trade 
to  Prairie  du  Ghien,  and  also  trips  in  1817, 18,^  19  and  '20,  mak- 
ing altogether  nine  trips.  I  am  not,  certain  that  I  took  more  than 
one  other  trip  up  Fevre  river  for  a  load  of  lead,  for  the  traden, 
now  making  all  their  purchases  at  St.  Louis,  would  carry  down 
their  own  lead,  and  take  back  a  new  supply  of  goods  suitable  for 
the  Indian  trade.  After  the  peace  of  1815,  and  all  was  settled 
down  again  in  quiet  in  the  North-West,  the  channel  ot  the  Indian 
trade  was  completely  changed,  from  Mackinaw,  where  it  had  so 
long  centered,  to  St.  Louis,  as  it  was  found  far  more  accessible, 
and  by  this  time  there  were  several  heavy  establishments  of  mer- 
chandize selected  with  special  reference  to  this  trade. 

In  1818, 1  built  a  grist-mill,  as  I  had  promised,  at  Fiaher^a 
CouUcy  four  miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  It  had  but  a  single 
run  of  stones,  and  eventually  proved  a  source  of  expense  to  me, 
but  a  matter  of  great  convenience  to  the  people.  Lieut.  Col. 
Talbot  Giiambers  went  up  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1817,  in  my 
boat,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  garrison.  Col.  Chahbeoks 
loved  to  make  a  display,  was  fond  of  drinking  freely,  and  was 
naturally  tyrannical  and  over-bearing — and,  when  intoxicated, 
was  desperate  and  dangerous.  Once  when  so'  inflamed  with 
liquor,  he  chased  a  young  female  into  the  house  of  Jagque  Mk- 
NARD,  with  no  good  motive  for  doing  so,  when  Mekabo  reproached 
him ;  upon  which  Chambers  ordered  a  file  of  twenty-five  soldiers 
to  tie  him  up,  strip,  and  give  him  twenty-five  lashes  with  a  cat  o'- 
nine-tails,  well  laid  on. 

•  In  s  lettor  dated  at  Piralrie  da  Chien,  Jnno  7th,  1818,  it  is  rtated  :  "  SInco  yna  left  this  place, 
ttIM  hare  bees  sererml  aniTala  at  diffBrtat  tbiiM  from  St.  Loaii,  ftmnng  whom  were  Mr.  B0R.Tnr,(w1to 
Is  BOW  Indian  Agent,  and  drO  magiiitrato,)  CoL  McNaik,  Hi^.  Fowuer,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Lieateuat 
(taow  captain)  Hickman  and  ladj.  In  two  bonn  after  hln  arriraJ,  Col.  CnAaracss  started  for  SI  Lonls ; 
lAtthit  he  will  return,  I  do  cot  know.  HtokvaJi  now  totanauAs  tbii  pott.*'— A  b.  State  Fhiwrs,  Paltfe 
Lands,  IT,  83.  ''•  0.  D. 


the  prepanuioDs  were  making  for  carrying  this  inhuman 
mier  into  eibet,  a  em  of  Kkhous  Boiltis,  a  briglit  and  faapni- 
aoma  joadi  of  tome  ten  years  of  age,  ran  up  and  oommenoed 
ci/iag  and  pleading  in  behalf  of  Mxstabik  not  wishing  to  see  one 
of  the  citizens  thos  hnmiiiatingly  punished  in  public.  After  two 
or  three  Mows  were  struck,  Col.  Chaxbses  ordered  the  drummer 
to  eease.  Mevaju)  was  a  cleTer  citizen*  cnltiTsted  a  large  fium, 
and  had  a  worthy  family  of  quarter-bloods.  Col.  Chambeis  in- 
flicted corporeal  punishment  in  several  instasces,  and  finally  for 
cutting  off  both  ears  of  one  soldier,  and  one  of  another,  was  tried 
and  cashiered ;  and  then  descended  the  Mississippi,  went  to  Mex- 
ieo,  and  joined  the  army  tLere,  and  had  risen  to  about  the  rank 
4l  colonel  in  that  service,  and  was  in  the  Mexican  army  at  the 
tnrrender  of  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Gen.  Scott.  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  Col.  CflAicBEBs'  petty  tyranoies,  the  civii  law  not  being 
much  ia  force  or  very  effectual,  that  I  abandoned  all  idea  of  set- 
tling at  Prairie  dn  Chien,  and  all  the  designs  of  improvement  I 
had  formed,  and  sold  my  mill  at  a  sacrifice. 

In  1819,  I  proceeded  up  Black  Biver  to  the  first  fall,  about  six 
ibet  descent,  and  erected  a  saw  mill  on  the  southeastern  bank  of 
the  stream.  I  had  barely  got  it  fairly  going,  when  hundreds  of 
Winnebagoes  came  there,  in  a  starving  condition,  and  importuned 
me  incessantly  for  every  thing  I  had  for  eating  or  wearing  pur- 
poses, and  I  was  thus  soon  lelt  without  supplies,  and  returned  to 
Prairie  du  Ghien.  The  next  spring  I  went  up  there  again,  and 
found  the  Indians  had  burned  the  mill ;  I  then  rafted  down  a 
quantity  of  pine  logs  I  had  cut  the  previous  year.  These  were 
■the  first  mills  erected  in  western  Wisconsin. 

In  the  early  part  of  1821,  I  commenced  clearing  and  settling  a 
fkrm  between  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  at  the  point 
where  Gilead  is  now  located ;  and,  from  year  to  year,  extended 
my  farming  operations,  until  I  cultivated  twelve  hundred  acres 
in  one  year,  and  bad  nearly  four  hundred  head  of  cattle.  In  18&S, 
I  was  chosen  to  represent  Pike  county  in  the  Illinois  Legislature, 
and  my  diatriot  then  embraced  all  the  country  north-west  of  the 
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iiUinoiB  BlMr  ta  the^noithem  limits  of  the  elate.  I  was  the  anti- 
-^jriAYery  candidate,  *aii9  in  fiivor  of  a  new  CkJDTention.^  I  was 
twiea  snfafieqiifiiitly  chosen  to  the  Legislature,  though  others  man- 
aged  to  gat  the  certiflcatesiof  election.  I  repeatedly  held  the  office 
of'  county  commissioner,  was  twenty-three  years  post-master,  and 
OTer  twenty  years  a  magistrate. 

For  twenty  nine  years  I  continued'  forming,  and  pnrehasing 
lands,  nntil,  at  one  time,  I  owned  thirty  thonsand  acres  in  Illinois 
and  Missouri.  Bat  in  1841, 1  was  induced  to  bnild  a  steam-boat, 
and  it  was  the  first  one  built  on  the  MissisBippi  above  St.  Louis; 
it  bore  my  own  name  by  special  desire  of  many  friends;  and  the 
total  loss  of  the  boat  a  year  after,  caused  me  a  loss  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  This  so  broke  me  np,  that,  in  1 845, 1  came  to 
Wisconsin,  and  after  exploring  ali  the  northern  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory, I  finally  located  the  present  site  of  St.  Marie,  on  a  bean* 
tiful  bank  of  Fox  River,  in  Marquette  county,  where  I  removed 
in  1846,  and  where  I  still  reside.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  Fox 
River,  is  a  large  spring,  called  by  the  early  French,  La  Gate  8f. 
Jfarie. 

In  1852,  I  lost  my  eye-sight,  which  I  have  partially  recovered 
early  in  1855,  as  the  result  of  surgical  operations  in  New  York 
city,  but  not  sufSciently  restored  to  enable  me  to  read  or  write. 
I  am  now  in  my  73d  year,  five  feet  and  five  inches  in  height, 
with  dark  eyes,  hair  and  complexion,  and  weighing  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds ;  never  having  drank  spirituous  liquors, 
nsed  tobacco,  or  indulged  in  games  of  chance,  and  am  still  gen- 
erally healthy  and  active.    I  was  never  married.    I  have  been 

*  Nicholas  Hixaoii  oontested  the  iMt  with  CoL  Sbav.  Partiet  xmn  high  in  the  State,  «nd  the  L»> 
glilatara  wm  ytrj  elotelj  beUnced.  Two  qneitlone  then  teemed  to  be  the  ell-abeorblng  nutten  of  fa>- 
tvwt ;  one  WM,  the  re-election  of  /nra  B.  Thovai  ■«  United  Btatei  Senator,  and  the  other  wae  th« 
eftlllog  of  a  new  ConTention  to  reriie  the  Conitltation  of  the  State.  Oor.  Fori),  in  hie  Histoij  of  01^ 
aslg,  remark!  :  **  Hahboit  ^wonld  rote  for  TkoxaB,  hat  Shaw  would  not ;  Shaw  wonld  rote  for  tht 
0»BTtntlon,  but  Havsov  wonld  not  The  partj  had  nee  for  both  of  them,  and  thej  determloed  to  wm 
Hhb  both,  one  after  the  other.  For  thla  porpoie,  thej  flnt  decided  in  fkror  of  BAJiaov,  admitlid  htai 
t»  a  imI^  and  with  hie  rote  eleeted  their  United  States  Senator ;  and  then,  towarda  the  eloee  of  tte 
with  mere  bmte  loroe,  and  in  the  moot  btn-lheed  HiMUMr,  thej  re-eonddered  their  fonMV 
tamed  HanoH  ont  of  hlfl  sealk  aftd  derided  la  Amw  oC  SiAW,  and  with  hit  ▼HecuHodllMlrir 
Iw  a  OoBrention.**  fc.  a  9. 
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almofil  fifty  years  a  Wettem  pioQeer,  and  during  this  time  hate 
served  my  eaontry  to  ihe  best  of  my  ability.  I  have  nm  maiy 
ananow  chance  of  my  life  m  defence  of  the  exposed  fixmtier  sst- 
tlsrs.  Oommendng  forty  years  ago,  I  hare  been  a  pioneer  in  the 
commerce,  navigation,  milling,  lumbering,  and  lead  trade  of  Wis- 
consin ;  and,  in  every  situation  in  life,  I  have  aimed  to  prove 
myself  honest,  patriotic,  enterprising  and  useful — these  reflections 
are  a  comfort  and  consolation  to  me  in  my  old  age. 


<jf 
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MEMOIR  OF  HOK  THOMAS  PENDLETOK  BURNETT. 

BY  REV.   ALKBHD  BBUN801!!',   A.  M. 

At  the  request  of  the  Hutorioal  Soelety  of  the  State,  I  hate  oompiled  the 
fi)llowu)g  pages,  mostly  from  the  papers  aod  correspondence  left  bj  Mr.  B<m- 
lYiTT.  Being  his  Tather-in-law,  I  shall  be  readily  excused  from  eulogising  him. 
I  hare  aroided  the  selection  of  such  passages  in  his  correspondence,  as  might 
be  caloolated  to  give  oftaee  to  the  living,  or  the  friends  of  the  dead ;  except, 
perhaps,  in  a  fiw  inataBoee,  where  it  seemed  necessary  to  do  juitiee  to  the  sub- 
jeot  I  haye  omitted  names  where  the  snlQeot  matter  might  be  offeiuaTe,  if  I 
could  do  so  without  marring  the  interest  of  the  history. 

The  writing  has  been  done  in  detached  portions  of  time,  snatched  from  other 
Tocations,  and  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  some  fifteen  hundred  letters 
and  papers,  to  ascertain  which  and  what  had  reference  to  the  subject  in  hand, 
and  of  course  is  not  as  perfect  in  compoeition  as  it  might  be,  not  hating  had 
time  to  oopy.  But  among  the  moat  sensible  of  zeadees,  a  simple  unmamished 
statement  of  facts  is  of  more  interest  than  highly-oolored,  wire-drawn  detaila 
ef  matters  uninteresting  in  themselves. 

Some  matters  herein  set  forth  may  be  of  littlo  interest  to  a  oert^  class  of 
readers,  while  they  will  prove  very  much  so  to  others.  In  a  work  of  this  kind, 
variety  is  necessary  to  suit  all  kinds  of  taste.  The  historian  of  Wisconsin  and 
the*  lawyer,  will  find  some  things  of  interest  to  them  ;  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
citixen,  the  ttndent,  the  politician,  and  especially  the  (Henda  ef  the  deceased, 
will  be  gratified  with  the  peiusal  of  the  whole. 


Thomas  Pstratxrov  Bumrarr,  fi<m  of  Jobs  and  JuDrrB^^BuROTnrr, 

was  bom  in  Pittsylvania  connty,  Virginia,  on  the  third  diKy  of 

September,  A.  D.  1800.    Of  hie  parentage  and  family  I  hftve  but 

Ifttte  knowledge.    From  his  ndttie  -and  place  of  nativfiy,'W#Ti**- 
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nrally  infer  that  his  famil  j  must  have  been  connected,  bat  how 
nearly  or  remotely  we  know  not,  with  some  of  that  name  who  hold 
honorable  relation  to  the  ''  Old  Dominion."  Mr.  BuBNnr,  how- 
ever, never  boasted  of  his  "  decent  from  one  of  the  first  families 
of  Virginia,"  nor  did  he  depend  upon  the  merit  or  fame  of  his 
ancestry  to  give  him  an  honorable  position  in  society.  He  de- 
pended upon  his  own  merits,  arising  from  his  own  native  talents, 
acquirements,  enterprise,  worth  and  indnstry ;  and  whatever  lie 
"Aras  in  the  estimation  of  others,  he  claimed  to  be  '^  a  self-made 
man,"  having,  as  the  Sage  of  Ashland  once  said  of  himself 
^^  inherited  nothing  from  his  parents  but  existence,  ignorance  and 
poverty." 

His  father  emigrated  to  Bourbon  or  Spencer  county,  Kentucky, 
when  Thomas  was  but  a  child.  From  his  letters  I  le^m,  that  he 
had  three  brothers,  Geobob  W.,  Wiluah,  and  John  0.,  and  one 
sister,  Emilt  A.,  who  married  J.  H.  D.  Stbkbt,  now  of  Iowa. 

His  education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  of  die  country 
then  afforded,  with  an  academy  at  some  county  seat.  He  was 
raised  to  farming,  but  aspiring  to  the  profession  of  the  law,  he 
sought  a  suitable  education  with  that  view.  The  circumstances 
of  his  father  not  admitting  of  his  aiding  his  son  in  his  laudable 
design,  he,  like  young  Webstbb,  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources 
to  obtain  it.  But  not  having  the  New  England  colleges  to  repair 
to,  he  availed  himself  of  an  academy,  with  some  private  instruction 
from  gentlemen  who  delighted  to  aid  him  in  his  studies.  He 
wrought  with  his  own  hands  a  part  of  the  time,  to  obtain  means 
with  which  to  attend  school  the  other  part ;  and  when  he  was  suf- 
ficiently advanced  to  teach  school,  he  did  so  a  part  of  his  time, 
prosecuting  his  studies  as  best  he  could  when  not  so  engaged. 

While  reading  law,  he  was  favored  with  some  minor  offices, 
such  as  constable,  deputy-sheriff,  sheriff,  &c.,  from  the  fees  of 
which  he  derived  a  scanty  means  of  support  Soon  after  ha  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  settled  himselt  in  Paris,  Ky.,  and  com- 
menced its  practice.  Here  he  was  often  compelled  to  eneonntir 
some  of  thd  ablest  lawyers  in  that  chivalrous  state.    This,  horn- 
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ndr,  instead  of  being  detrimental,  was  a  benefit  to  him,  becanse 
leing  resolved  to  succeed  in  his  profession,  the  sharp  robbing  he 
eceiyed  from  his  elder  brethren  at  the  bar,  served  to  nerve  him 
ip  to  greater  effbrt  to  meet,  and  if  possible  to  vanquish  those  legal 
foliaths ;  and  by  availing  himself  of  the  points  they  raised,  and  the 
.uihorities  they  cited  against  him,  when  they  changed  sides  on 
imilar  cases,  he  was  able  to  hnrl  back  at  them  their  own  thnn- 
ler,  now  made  his  own  by  adoption.  By  these  means,  added  to 
ntiring  application,  he  gained  considerable  eminence  for  a  yonng 
lan,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  so  that  for  two  years  he  filled  the 
esponsible  place  of  district  attorney. 

At  this  time  the  contest  for  the  Presidency  was  pending  between 
OHN  QumcY  AnA\ffl  and  Andrew  Jaokbon.  In  this,  Mr.  Bubnett 
sponsed  the  cause  of  the  latter,  and  it  seems  that  he  was  so  active 

partizan  of  that  cause,  that  it  brought  him  into  favorable  notice 
nd  fraternal  feelings  with  such  men  as  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Thos. 
Iabshall,  W.  T.  Barry,  N".  Davis  and  others'of  the  same  school, 
^ho  were  his  fast  friends  at  Washington,  and  aided  him  in  his  fu- 
are  enterprizes  in  that  direction,  when,  in  accordance  with  the 
pint  of  the  successful  party,  lie  sought  a  portion  of  the  "  spoils" 
1  the  shape  of  an  office. 

The  difficulties,  however,  attending  the  distribution  of  political 
stTors,  where  there  are  so  many  more  applicants  than  there  are 
ffices  to  fill,  prevented  his  succeeding  according  to  his  wishes. 
Vom  a  letter  to  him  from  Mr.  Barrt,  it  seems  that  he  sought  a 
lerkship  at  Washington,  but  was  informed  not  only  that  the 
laces  were  filled,  but  that  the  salary,  a  thousand  dollars,  would 
ot  pay  the  expenses  of  a  married  man,  and  he  was  advised  to 
ccept  of  an  office  on  the  frontier,  where,  though  the  salary  was 
3S8,  the  expenses  were  so  much  lower  as  to  make  it  more  profita- 
>le;  and  further  the  prospect  of  rising  to  some  higher  place  on 
he  frontier  was  so  much  greater  in  a  new  country  than  at  the 
)apital,  as  to  make  it  preferable  to  the  other.  He  was  accord- 
Qgly  appointed  sub-Indian  Agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  October 
5thi  1829,  under  the  agency  of  the  late  Gen.  J.  M.  Stbbkt. 
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But  during  the  pendency  of  this  questioOi  being  in  suspense 
whether  to  accept  it  or  not,  an  incendiary  set  fire  to  the  town  of 
Paris  which  threatened  its  entire  destrnctiou.  In  this  emergency, 
though  he  had  not  a  cent  at  stake,  he  exposed  himself  in  hia  eoi* 
ertions  to  arrest  the  fire,  and  save  the  property  of  others,  to  an 
extent  that  nearly  cost  him  his  life.  A  wall  of  hot  bricka  fell 
upon  him,  which  not  only  broke^  but  literally  crushed  one  of  his 
lower  limbs,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was  confined  to  hia  bed 
and  room  for  seven  months,  and  left  him  a  cripple  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  causing  him  to  limp  as  ho  walked.  As  though  the 
cup  of  his  affliction  was  not  yet  full,  while  his  sufferings  were  in- 
tense,  and  his  life  despaired  of,  his  ungrateful  wife  left  him  to  be 
cared  for  by  others,  and  never  returned  to  her  duty  in  the  rela- 
tion of  a  wife.  It  will  be  seen  hereafter,  that  there  was  no  cause 
on  his  part  for  this  desertion,  and  that  both  his  and  her  friends 
justified  and  approved  his  suing  for  a  divorce  from  her,  at  a  sub- 
sequent period. 

The  disaster  at  the  fire  disabled  him  for  business  ;  his  practice, 
of  course,  passed  into  father  hands,  and  his  funds  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. The  idea  of  be:: inning  anew  to  regain  his  practice  being 
rather  gloomy,  he  concluded  to  }iccei>t  the  office  offered  to  him  in 
the  Indian  Department,  and  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  June, 
1830.  From  some  letters  from  his  Kentucky  friends,  it  would 
appear  that  this  country,  its  tlien  inhabitants,  and  the  duties  a«- 
signcd  him  in  his  agency,  did  not  exactly  suit  his  taste,  or  meet 
the  pre-conceived  idea  he  had  formed  of  it.  But  as  ho  became 
better  acquainted  with  matters  and  things  connected  with  his  re- 
sidence, his  duties,  and  the  country,  he  became  passionately  at- 
tached to  them  all. 

At  the  time  of  liis  arrival  in  the  country,  there  were  but  two  or 
three  American  families  in  tlie  place,  except  in  the  garrisou, 
Port  Crawford.  But  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  some 
four  hundred  in  number,  were  Canadian  French  and  half-breeds, 
who  spoke  only  French,  with  some  Indian  languages,  all  of 
which  were  to  him  unknown  tongucp. 
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A  po8^office  had  been  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  garri- 
Km,  agency  and  tradefe ;  bnt  commnnication  with  the  States  by 
nail  or  otherwise  was  seldom  and  uncertain ;  the  next  nearest 
poBt-offlce  on  the  south  beiog  Galena,  and  there  being  no  regular 
sontractor  to  carry  the  mail,  eight  weeks  sometimes  intervened 
l)ttween  the  arrival  of  the  mails. 

To  give  an  idea  of  his  duties,  as  well  as  to  preserve  an  item  of 
bhe  early  history  of  Wisconsin,  1  copy  the  first  letter  of  instruc- 
ttons  which  he  received,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  this  place,  from 
GKen.  Stbebt,  the  Indian  Agent,  dated  July  1st,  1830 : 

*'  Sir  : — You  will  please  to  remain  at  the  lower  part  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Prairie  du  Ohien,  until  otherwise  directed,  and  occasionally 
nsit  the  quarters  of  Gen.  Wm.  Clai:e,  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Af  airs  at  St.  Louis,  and  receive  and  perform  all  that  ho  may  re 
jnire  of  me  as  Agent,  during  the  time  I  may  be  absent.  You  will 
particularly  attend  to  and  draw  provisions  for  all  the  Winnebago 
[ndians,  except  those  living  in  tlie  superintendency  of  Gen'l. 
Oa«s  ;  and  if  any  Winnebagoos  from  Rock  River  attend  and  wish 
yon  to  draw  them  provisions  aiid  attend  to  them,  you  will  do  so, 
ind  report  the  case  to  me. 

"If  at  any  time  a  special  requisition  to  sec  me  is  made,  you 
vrill  please  hire  some  person  to  come  immediately  to  my  house  for 
me.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  to  copy  and  hand  to  Gen.  Clark 
aiy  letter  on  the  difference  between  the  Indians,  and,  if  desired, 
SI  list  of  the  principal  men  attending  and  where  from,  also  the 
anmber  of  Indians  and  where  from." 

The  residence  of  Gen'l.  Street,  at  tluit  time,  was  at  the  north 
and  of  the  Prairie,  about  five  miles  from  the  fort,  the  usual  place 
>f  doing  business.  These  instructions  therefore  laid  upon  Mr. 
BtrBKBTr  all  the  active  duties  of  the  agency,  except  when  special 
sails  for  the  Agent  occurred  ;  and  required  of  him  the  clerking 
labor,  and  traveling  to  and  from  Sr.  Louis,  "  to  hand  to  Gen'l, 
CAejlbx"  the  reports  and  returns  made  by  the  agent. 

At  that  time,  this  place  was  entirely  within  the  Indian  country. 
Ille  besutiftal  Prairie,  seven  miles  long,  and  from  two  miles  wide 
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at  the  Bonth  end  to  a  point  at  the  north  end,  was,  from  its 
settlement  by  the  traders  and  their  employees,  say  1747,  given, 
by  common  consent  of  the  Indians,  to  the  French  and  other  set- 
tlers, and  was,  previous  to  1798,  divided  off  into  farm  and  village 
lots.  The  farms  fronting  on  the  river  or  sloughs,  and  running 
back  to  the  bluffs,  being  of  different  widths,  as  agreed  upon  by 
the  claimants.  These  claims  were  subsequently  confirmed  by 
Jat's  treaty  and  an  act  of  Congress ;  and  in  1823,  the  evidence  of 
settlement  was  taken,  and  in  1828,  the  claims  were  surveyed  by 
order  of  the  Government. 

St.  Louis  was  then  the  emporium  of  trade,  and  the  headquar- 
ters  of  the  army  and  Indian  department,  and  the  centre  of  mail 
facilities  for  all  this  upper  country.  This  caused  frequent  jour- 
nies  for  the  Agents,  to  obtain  supplies  of  money,  provisions,  an- 
nuity goods,  and  to  make  returns  and  reports  to  the  Superinten- 
dent, as  well  as  to  receive  instructionls.  These  journeys  were 
.  performed  in  summer  by  the  occasional  steamboats  which  ascended 
and  descended  the  river  ^  but  if  no  boat  came  along  at  the  timsi 
the  voyage  was  made  in  a  canoe,  or  by  land  through  the  wilder- 
ness five  hundred  miles.  Steamboats  ascended  this  high  only 
when  government  supplies  were  sent  to  the  agency  or  the  armyi 
the  traders  availed  themselves  of  such  opportunities  to  get  up 
their  goods  and  send  away  their  furs  and  peltries. 

The  friends  of  Hr.  Burnett  in  Kentucky  felt  a  strong  solicitude 
for  his  safety,  and  a  great  curiosity  to  know  how  a  Kentud^ 
lawyer  would  act  in  such  a  place,  and  especially  in  an  Indian 
council.  His  correspondence  at  that  time,  shows  that  their  inotagi* 
nations  were  in  active  flights  of  fancy,  and  pictured  him  oat  in  a 
citizens  dress,  but  seated  on  the  ground  by  the  side  of  huge  In- 
dian chiefs,  with  a  long  Indian  pipe  in  his  mouth,  smoking  peace 
with  the  stalwart  sons  of  the  forest  Some  thought,  that  in  a 
few  weeks  he  could  dispense  with  interpreters,  and  talk  himself 
with  the  four  or  five  different  tribes  who  did  business  at  the 
agency ;  some  feared  he  would  fall  aprey  to  savage  feroeiij^  while 
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others  Biipposed  be  could,  if  need  be,  fight  his  way  through  their 
imnks  at  pleasure. 

ITotwithstudiog  ibe  remoteness  of  the  place  from  civilization, 
and  the  sparseness  of  the  population,  saj  three  or  four  hundred, 
courts  had  been  instituted  under  the  laws  of  Michigan,  which 
then  extended  its  jurisdiction  over  this  country.  What  is  now 
Wisconsin  was  divided  into  Brown  and  Orawford  counties,  by  a 
line  running  north  and  south  through  Portage,  where  Portage 
Oity  now  stands ;  and  all  that  part  of  Orawford  south  of  the 
Wisconsin,  was  set  apart  as  Iowa  county,  Oct.  9,  1829.  The 
courts  for  Brown  county  were  held  at  Green  Bay,  those  of  Oraw- 
ford, at  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  those  of  Iowa,  at  Mineral  Point. 
Judges,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs  and  constables  were  in  be- 
ing. Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Bubnett  had  some  practice 
as  a  lawyer. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  surprise  and  amasement  this  fact  produc- 
ed among  his  old  friends  in  Kentucky,  I  give  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  f^om  6.  W.  Wuluams,  Esq.,  dated  Paris,  Ey., 
Feb.  17th,  1881 :  ^'  I  am  much  gratified  to  learn,  as  I  did  by  your 
letter,  that  you  were  well  and  in  good  spirits,  and  what  is  perhaps 
nearly  as  comfortable,  able  to  make  something  approaching  re- 
qpectabiliiy  by  the  practice  of  the  law.  Heavens  I  wbo  would 
have  thought  a  sustenance  could  be  made  at  Prairie  du  Ckien 
at  law ;  whilst  in  the  commercial  and  monied  states,  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  talented,  scarcely  receive  more  than  three  per  cent 
upon  the  capital  invested,  which  upon  an  average  may  be  estima- 
ted at  about  $20  office  rent,  $5  for  wood  in  winter,  and  $100  for 
books.  I  am  equally  well  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  better 
satisfied  with  the  country  and  your  location  than  you  at  first  an- 
ticipated would  be  the  case.  By-the-by,  how  do  you  get  along 
with  your  sublime  talks  and  big  speeches  with  the  Indians!  I 
presume  by  this  time,  you  scarcely  stand  in  need  of  an  interpreter, 
but  can  converse  in  their  language  with  some  degree  of  facility. 
I  wish  you  would  in  your  next  give  me  a  speoinien  of  one  of  your 
talks." 
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Mr.  BuBNsrr's  sabseqaent  prominence  in  the  country  of  lug 
adoption  naturally  excites  the  desire  to  know  his  chanicter  i&d 
Btfuiding  in  the  society  he  had  left  when  he  came  here.  Of  tluB 
we  gain  some  knowledge  by  the  letters  he  received  after  his  ar* 
rival.  Na^tha^iivl  Datis,  under  date  of  Jnly  ISth,  1830, says; 
"  I  had  iho  satisfaction  of  examining  a  letter  from  yon,  in  whioh 
you  speak  of  the  habits,  customs  and  manners  of  the  people  of 
your  country,  as  well  as  its  situation.  Your  friends  here  appear 
to  be  all  anxiety  for  your  safety  and  prosperity.  You  have  no 
correct  idea  of  the  number  of  your  friends,  nor  of  the  lively  in- 
terest they  seem  to  evince  both  for  your  welfare  and  happiness. 
A  person's  absence  will  generally  eidiibit  the  extent  of  his  friends 
or  of  his  enemies;  of  the  latter  none  have  been  so  bold  as  to  ap- 
pear." Geo.  W.  Williams,  under  date  of  July  23d,  1880,  says : 
^^  I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  arrived  safe  at  your  point  ot  dea- 
tination,  and  I  certainly  hope  you  may  realize  all  your  reasonable 
expectations.  Your  trip  must  have  been  one  of  considerable  in* 
terest,  notwithstanding  you  had  to  undergo  some  necessary  hard- 
ships. I  expect  it  will  be  some  time  before  you  will  be  entirely 
at  home  in  your  agency,  judging  of  you  by  myselfl  I  suppose 
you  will  not  at  once  be  enabled  to  understand  and  act  up  to  the 
notions  of  Indian  conduct  and  character. 

^'  You  mention  something  of  a  council  held  recently  for  the 
purpose  of  making  peace  between  some  hostile  tribes.  I  suppose 
in  that  council  you  made  yonr  debnt :  if  so,  give  me  an  aeconnt 
of  it  in  yonr  next  I  should  like  to  know  whether  or  not  the  re- 
ality will  verify  my  imaginations  on  the  subject.  For  InstaQce  I 
fiuicy  you  to  be,  not  clouted  or  painted,  but,  as  usual,  in  your  or- 
dinary dress,  the  broad-brim  beaver,  I  mean  the  iDhii&,  outfing 
the  moat  oonspicuous  figure ;  handing  a  large  stone  pipe  wititi  reed 
handle  four  feet  long,  plentifully  supplied  with  kin-a-ki*nie  aoi 
tqbacco,  with  the  utmost  dignity,  combined  with  all  possible  con- 
ciliatory address,  from  one  chief  to  anoAer  and  so  on,  hstfing 
and  makiag  all  kiada  of  speeches  and  pow-wows,  and'  gtatd  ^ 
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tingB,  4&C.  &c.  Is  it  a  faocj  or  is  it  a  fact,  as  OnrraD  said.  God 
bless  yonr  labors,  ray  dear  fellow*  and  he  will,  for  '  blessed  art 
the  peace-makers.'  ^ 

At  that  time,  1830,  there  were  evident  signs  of  nneasiness 
among  the  Indians,  lint  three  years  had  passed  since  the  distnrb- 
ance  made  by  the  Winnebagoes,  when  several  white  famih'es  were 
murdered  by  them  in  this  vicinity.  Gen.  Street,  the  Agent,  was 
fiequeutly  absent  on  daty  or  business,  when  the  duties  of  th^ 
agency  fell  upon  Mr.  Burnett  as  sub-Agent,  and  he  was  assidooua 
in  watching  the  signs  of  the  times.  Col.  Morgan,  then  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Crawford,  Wiis  also  on  the  alert,  and  to  obtain  infor* 
mation  addressed  a  note  to  Gen.  Street,  which  called  from  Mr. 
Burnett  the  following  answer,  under  date  of  Dec.  6th,  1830: 

"  Sir :  In  compliance  with  a  request  in  your  letter  of  the  7th 
inst.,  addressed  to  Gen.  J.  M.  Street,  TJ.  S.  Indian  Agent,  I  have 
to  inform  you,  that  every  intelligence  which  I  have  received  since 
my  arrival  at  this  agency,  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that  a 
war  carried  on  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  tribes  of  Indians, 
is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of  white  men  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  hostile  movements,  and  dangerous  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  particularly  that  part  about  Lake  Pepin,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  river. 

'^This  opinion,  I  think,  is  fully  sustained  by  that  of  men  older 
and  more  experienced  in  Indian  transactions  than  myself,  and  by 
the  murders  committed  on  that  lake  in  1825.  The  facilities  with 
which  the  Chippewa  war  parties  descend  the  Cliippewa  River,  and 
Inrk  and  conceal  themselves  about  the  shore  of  the  lake,  enables 
them,  if  so  disposed,  t)  murder  men  navigating  those  waters,  with 
impunity.  Of  their  disposition  to  attack  white  men  when  in  a 
rage  ft»r  war,  I  think  tlieir  former  outrages,  and  their  conduct 
this  season  at  the  mill  on  the  Menomonee  River  and  its  vicinity, 
affofd  sufficient  evidi-nce. 

*^I  am  satidtied,  that  while  affairs  with  those  tribes  remain  in 
their  pr  i^ent  state,  no  man,  who  has  a  pnident  ie«rar(l    for  his 
eafictj,  would  in  navigating  the  Upper  Mississippi,  encamp  on  the 
31 
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Mit  side  anywhere  near  the  lake,  or  the  month  of  the  Chippewa 
Rireri  at  any  time  during  the  season  ia  which  the  war  parties  of 
'  tboee  tribes  are  out" 

We  have  already  seen  that  Mr.  BuiurEiT  was  one  of  Gen.  tTACK- 
•Qw^a  early  friends  and  firm  supporters,  and  as  such  claimed,  in 
oommon  with  the  party,  a  share  in  the  favors  of  that  chieftain, 
and  finding  that  the  pay  of  his  office,  $500  per  year,  was  not 
equal  to  the  duties  he  had  to  perform,  nor  the  expenses  of  living 
on  this  distant  frontier,  be  addressed  his  firm  friend,  Ool.  R.  M. 
JoHNBOM,  soliciting  his  aid  in  obtaining  a  better  s.tuation,  from 
whom  he  received  the  following  answer  of  Feb.  5th,  1831.  This 
letter  shows  not  only  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at 
Washington,  but  also  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  office,  owing  to 
the  great  number  of  applicants : 

"  Your  favor  has  been  received,  ia  which  you  express  a  desire 

to  bo  appointed  Indian  Agent  at  0 ,  &c.    As  soon  as  I  received 

your  letter  I  called  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  whether 
the  place  was  still  vacaut,  that  I  might  present  your  claims  as 
desired ;  and  was  informed  by  him  that  the  person  was  selected 
for  the  office,  and  I  believe  was  nominated  to  the  Senate,  which 
prevented  even  an  opportunity  of  serving  you.  I  should  be  hap- 
py to  servo  you  whenever  opportunity  offers.  But  lean  €usur$ 
you  that  there  u  such  a  press  of  amplications  for  every  vacancy 
high  or  low^  that  the  prospect  of  success  is  gloomy,  for  «my  per 
son.  I  feel  sincerely  ^and  /eelingly  what  you  say  about  yonr 
difficulties  and  embarassments." 

At  this  time,  the  national  administration  looked  with  a  jeal- 
ous eye,  not  only  at  the  National  Bank,  but  also  at  the  American 
Fur  Company.  Whether  this  was  because  the  chief  agents  of 
that  Company  differed  in  politics  from  the  administration,  from 
which  was  inferred  that  opposition  existed  in  their  Bubordioates; 
or  whether,  as  ia  case  of  the  Bank,  the  trade  was  deemed  so  pro- 
fitable as  to  be  an  object  worthy  of  control,  to  furnish  office  aad 
employment  for  aspirants  who  could  not  otherwise  be  proTided 
for,  is  not  easy  to  be  determined  at  this  late  day.    Bat  it  if  cer 
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tpdn  that  a  war  of  words,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  laws,  was  wa^sed 
•gainst  the  Oompany,  as  well  as  against  the  Bank,  and  Mr*  Box- 
IBRTy  as  an  Agent  of  the  Gorerninent,  was  called  upon  hy  a/uthoT' 
itjf  to  farnish  information  to  be  used  in  the  attack  upon  the  Oom- 
pany. 

A  letter  dated  St  Louis,  Mo.,  May  3d,  1831,  to  Mr.  Bubnbtt, 
reads  thus  :  ^^  The  American  Fur  Company  geems  to  have  made 
war  upon  the  agents  in  all  the  Missouri  country ,  except  oue  or  two 
who  belong  to  them ;  hence  the  reason  fur  the  publication  of  a 
aeries  of  numbers  in  the  St.  Louis  Beacon,  commencing  8d  Feb., 
to  which  you  are  referred.    They  have  been  attributed  to  me. 

'^  I  wieih  you  to  furnish  mo  a  full  and  minute  history  of  the 
workings  and  doings  of  this  Company  in  your  quarter;  whether  they 
do  not  oppose  the  present  administration  and  views  of  the  Gov- 
etnmenty  and  the  agents  of  the  Oovermnent ;  whether  they  do  not 
cheat  and  impose  on  the  Indians  of  your  agency,  as  to  prices,  &c. 
What  are  their  prices,  and  whether  they  have  not  purchased  up 
all  the  interpreters  that  are  worth  anything ;  whether  they  do  not 
hold  councils  with  the  Indians,  and  render  the  agents  odious  to 
them ;  whether  they  do  not  employ  persons  that  are  really  op- 
j>osed  to  our  Government ;  (the  monopoly  I  refer  to  is  the  Am. 
Far  Co.) ;  whether  they  do  not  bid  an  insolent  defiance  to  the 
aothority  of  the  Government  and  its  agents;  and  is  not  their 
coarse  opposed  to  civilizing  the  Indians. 

^^  I  want  the  benefit  of  your  information  generally ;  but  not  to 
be  published,  or  your  name  in  any  manner  exposed,  or  in  the 
•lightest  manner  referred  to  unless  authorized.  This  Company 
have  threatened  to  break  down  the  Department  and  elevate 
themselves ;  hence  the  lot  has  fallen  on  me  to  expose  and  break 
them  down,  which  will  be  accomplished.  Dovbt  notf  I  know 
the  authority  under  which  J  proceed.    Direct  to  me,  care  qf  Gen. 

\  OlarkJ' 

\ '    Whatever  may  hay^  been  the  motive  of  this  system  of  espiofi- 
age^  or  whether  Mr.  Bmarnr  did  aa  required,  I  know  not ;  bat  I 
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do  know,  that  whatever  he  may  have  thonght  of  the  course  ptat^ 
Bued  by  the  Am.  Fur  Co.,  he  held  in  perfect  odium  this  rolic  of 
tyranny,  a  system  of  espionage  in  other  men's  concerns*  Bat 
there  really  being  no  gn»unds,  except  as  above  hin-ed,  for  this  pa- 
rade of  weapons  against  that  Cuinpanj,  the  probability?  is  Mr.  BiTB* 
IETF  did  not  furnish  the  desired  information ;  and  it  is  further 
probable,  that  his  not  doing  so,  was  one  cause  of  his  ])roacriptioii 
in  1834.  There  \Vere,  no  doubt,  some  thing'^  in  the  manag.'ment 
of  the  fur  trade  about  as  detrimental  to  the  interests  nf  the  Iudi> 
ans,  as  in  the  trade  of  merchants  generally  with  The  whites.  But 
the  advantages  that  both  are  to  the  communities  in  which  they 
are  established,  so  far  exceed  their  disadvantages,  that  the  latter 
sink  into  the  shade  of  forgetfulness  in  the  tight  of  the  fi»rmer. 

In  twenty  years  residence  amnng  Indians*,  traders  and  Canar 
dians,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  ten'iency  towards 
Oanada  or  the  British  government  from  the  employment  of  Cana- 
dians or  foreigners  in  the  fur  trade.  The  only  thing  that  I  could 
discern  as  influencing  the  Indians  towards  the  Bjirish,  was  tht 
presents  given  them  on  Drummond's  Island  in  Lake  IIuroiL 
While  these  were  given,  the  Indians  from  the  head  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  it9  tributaries  would  go  occasionally  to  get  them,  but 
when  these  were  discontinued,  their  visits  were  also  discontinued. 
Nor  were  the  profits  of  the  fur  trade  bo  very  valuable  as  waa 
supposed ;  in  proof  of  which  we  have  the  f«ilure  of  one  of  the 
companies,  as  well  as  the  vast  majority  of  their  factors  or  sub* 
traders.  Tlie  trader  might  sell  his  goods  for  three  times  their 
■  original  cost,  and  yet  be  the  lo^er  in  the  transaction.  To  give  an 
idea  of  this,  or  the  facts  in  the  case,  the  account  stands  as  follows: 


•It  nuj  well  be  rvfnretted,  that  so  maeh  strNe  la  kid  apon  thl*  matter  bj  Mr  DncrjfBnx.  flf  tt« 
writer  «if  the  letter  dted,  we  know  nothing:— the  letter  lti.elt  e>*niefi  ti*  nii  an  anonymone ;  and  Ibi  *ly 
amthoritj"  maj  well  hare  been  awnmed  for  aome  alninter  nr  rindictire  purpnee  the  »riier  liad  la  v|a« 
AfalnRt  the  American  Par  Coropanj.  7  arratlrea  like  thin,  deatgned  U\r  hUttnic  pnvierratiMm  !•  C« 
fcrtk  under  the  anaploM  of  the  State  Blatorieal  Horletj,  and  dedgned  tiio  for  readem  i»f  all  flia^a  ai 
political  ^laioo,  ahoold  cerar  ba  aiam4  kgr  tTtB  Iha  mtmtUmH  9i  jianf  pc^adki'  m  j^uail  ■nft* 
•«"*^«  U  tX  1^ 
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TIi«  original  cost  of  the  outfit,  say $S0O 

One  clerk,  whose  pay  per  annum  IS 600 

Foar  voyageurs,  who  convey  the  clerk  and  his  goods  to 
their  winter  quarters,  build  their  fort,  guard  their  goods, 

get  wood,  provision^  &o.,  Ac,  at  SlUO  per  man, 400 

The  wild  rice  and  meat  purchased, 100 

Cost  of  outfit,  besides  canoes, $1,500 

In  this  tra'le,  tho  I'ldiana  mufit  have  credit  for  ammnnition, 
blankets,  &c.,  or  they  cannot  hunt,  and  of  theae,  upon  an  averagOi 
onetiii:  d  is  not  jmid.  The  game  may  be  scarce,  the  hunt  unfavor- 
able, 6)  that  they  carmot  pay  ;  and  some  Indians,  like  some  white 
men,  are  dishonest,  and  will  not  [)ay.  Now  unless  tho  trader  sells  at 
a  price  to  pay  expenses  including  transportation  from  Europe  to 
the  place  of  s.ile,  the  expense,  of  agents,  factors,  chief  officerSi 
&c.,  it  must  bo  a  losing  concern. 

Ill  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  tho  supposed  profits  of  tho 
trade  were  probably  the  obju-ct  of  jmrsait.  But  before  that  could 
be  obtained,  some  pretext  must  be*  found  on  which  to  legislate 
the  Company  out  of  the  Indian  country.  The  act  of  1834,  regu- 
lating tlie  trade  with  tho  Indians,  did  not  do  this,  but  was  in 
reality  a  benefit  to  the  Company ;  yet  the  Company  failed  bccaQse 
the  Indians  were  decreasing,  the  trade  diminishing,  and  the  game 
last  disappearing. 

It  was  true  enough,  that  a  majority  at  least  of  the  agents  and 
clerks  of  the  American  Fur  Company  were,  like  most  other  busi- 
ness men  of  that  time,  not  favorable  to  the  political  views  of  the 
then  dominant  party,  and  it  is  further  true  that  the  Indian  agen- 
cies being  now  filled  by  the  friends  of  the  dominant  party,  in  re- 
ward for  their  services  in  electing  their  chief,  this  would  of  course 
bring  the  two  opposites  in  political  views  into  contact  in  the  In- 
dian country,  and  tho  traders  might  truly  enough  bo  opposed  to 
the  then  administration.  But  this  trading  Company  was  a  pri- 
Tftte,  not  public  concern,  and  the  Government  had  no  authority  or 
rfght  in  oar  free  couutry,  to  interfere  with  the  buainodSi  or  to  seek 


the  supposed  profits  of  the  trade,  in  order  to  reward  partizana  for 
iheir  political  serrices. 

The  Oovemment  bad  its  factories  established  under  its  patron- 
age and  control,  the  offices  whereof  conld  be^  filled  by  the  Ezee* 
ntive  with  the  same  right  and  authority  as  other  offices  under  his 
eontroL  Bat  these  factories  had  proved  a  failare  as  to  profit,  and 
therefore  were  of  no  value.  In  all  mj  intercourse  with  the 
traders,  I  found  them  very  prudent  and  cautious  in  expressing 
their  views  on  politics ;  and,  without  exception,  found  them  dis- 
posed to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  measures  regulating  in- 
tercourse with  t})e  Indians.  This  was  policy  in  them,  lest  they 
should  bring  down  the  flower  of  the  Government  upon  them,  in 
the  shape  of  oppressive  laws,  which  would  break  up  their  trade. 

I  allude  to  these  facts,  to  show  the  absurdity  and  bad  policy,  in 
a  free  country  especially,  of  this  "  spoils  "  theory,  and  whether 
Democratic  or  Whig,  or  any  other  party  should  be  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  the  rewarding  of  partisans  with  office  is  setting  a  prece- 
dent which  must  eventually,  if  not  discontinued,  lead  to  the  ruin 
of  our  institutions.  Those  out  of  office  are  always  more  numer- 
ous than  those  who  are  in,  and  if  at  any  time  the  ''  outs  "  nQite9 
they  can  oust  the  ^'  ins  ;"  and  by  this  process,  the  most  villainous 
may  gain  the  highest  power,  and  by  sufficiently  rewarding  his 
followers,  secure  himself,  as  did  Louis  Napoleon,  on  a  throne^ 
before  the  country  is  aware  of  it. 

In  May  1831,  Gen.  Stbeet  leaving  the  agency  in  care  of  Mr* 
BnsNETT,  the  latter  reported  to  Gen.  Clabk,  on  the  18th  of  that 
month,  that  ^'  the  Indian  relations  among  the  different  tribes  of 
this  quarter,  have  not  a  very  amicable  appearance.  The  threai- 
ning  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes,  and  occasional  acts  of  mischief 
committed  by  them  against  the  whites,  in  the  vicinity  of  Book 
Island,  have  doubtless  been  communicated  to  you  before  this  timfi. 

'^The  Sioux  chief  Wabashaw  and  a  considerable  number  of  his 
tribe,  are  now  here.  A  small  party  of  them  who  came  acroaa 
tke  country  from  Red  Oedar,  state  that  within  their  country  north 
of  the  line  of  the  purchase  of  last  summer,  they  came  upon  a  war 
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road  of  the  SaokB  and  Foxes.    They  followed  the  trail  leading 
ont  of  their  country  seyeral  days,  aod  from  the  elgna  f0Diainii)|[  < 
at  their  camps,  they  have  no  doubt,  that  three  or  more  of  thch' 
Sioux  have  been  murdered  by  the  Banks  and  Foxes.    Among" 
other  appearances  that  confirmed  tliem  in  this  belief,  was  a  painted ' 
buffalo  robe,  sach  as  no  ludiaDS  in  this  qaarter  but  the  Siouz^ 
make  or  use,  cut  in  pieces  at  one  of  their  camps.    Ttiey  pursued'' 
their  trail  until  they  came  upon  their  camp,  a  few  miles  north  oV 
the  old  Bed  Cedar  Fort ;  but  finding  them  double  their  own  nuito^ ' 
ber,  did 'not  make  an  attack.    Thoy^  say,  that  they  have  made' 
peace  and  promised  to  keep  it,  and  will  not  in  any  case  be  thi^ 
aggressors.  * 

^^  Col.  Morgan  informed  me  two  days  since,  that  he  had  sent 
down  to  the  Sauks  and  Poxes  to  send  up  ten  or  twelve  of  their 
men  to  see  him,  and  have  a  talk  with  him.    They  were,  expected 
here  on  yesterday,  but  have  not  yet  arrived.    The  Sioux  are 
waiting  their  arrival,  and  are,  I  believe,  ready  to  meet  them| 
either  as  friends  or  enemies.     When  they  were  informed  that  the 
Foxes  were  coming,  they  put  their  anns  in  order.    They  say  thafc 
if  the  Sanks  and  Foxes  come  and  deport  themselves  peaceablyt  > 
they  will  not  molest  them,  but  if  they  see  any  hostile  manifesta* . 
tions,  tht*y  will  strike  them.    My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  the  Banks  - 
and  Foxes  have  had  a  war  party  out  against  the  Sioux,  they  will 
not  come  here  upon  Col.  Mohgan's  invitation,  knowing  as  they 
do,  that  the  Sioux  always  visit  this  place  about  this  season  in  con^ 
siderable  numbers. 

^^  A  part  of  the  Menomonees  have  been  to  see  ine  since  G^n. 
Stbeet's  departure.    Tliey  renewed  their  promise  not  to  g  /  against.. 
the  Chippewas  for  the  present,  but  to  wait  a  while  longer  to  hear 
from  their  Great  Father." 

The  squally  appearance  of  Indian  affaire,  called  for  the  watch- 
fnl  attention  alike  of  agents,  and  officers  of  the  army.  But 
it  became  a  question  of  etiquette,  which  should  take  the  lead  in 
the  matter.  The  military  seems  to  have  claimed  that  right,  while 
tl^  agents  claimed  at  least  to  know  what  had  been  done  in  the . 
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premises ;  both  being  tbon  under  the  snperintendence  of  tbe  War 
Departmenti  the  military  considered  the  Indian  Department  as 
subordinate  to  theirs.  But  Mr.  Burnett  thonght  otherwise,  claim- 
log  that  each  branch  of  the  pnblic  service  had  its  appropriate  da- 
ties^  with  which  the  other  should  not  interfere,  while  in  case  of 
necessity  one  should  assist  the  other,  both  acting  in  unison.  And 
at  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  alluded  to  in  his  letter  to  Gen.  Clark  did 
come  to  the  place,  with  whom  Ool.  Morgan  held  a  council,  with  • 
out  the  knowledge  or  co  operation  of  the  Agent,  Mr.  J^urnbt? 
claimed  to  be  informed  of  tho  nature  and  extent  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  addressed  a  note,  dated  May  23d,  1831,  to  Col.  Moboajt, 
at  follows : 

*'SiR — I  was  informed  yesterday  that  you  held,  on  the  morning 
of  that  day,  a  council  with  a  party  of  Sioux  and  a  party  of  Fox 
Indians  which  you  had  assembled  in  the  Tillage  of  P/airie  do 
Ohien.  As  the  actiug  Indian  Agent  ut  this  place,  it  properly  con- 
cerns me  to  know  what  takes  place  at  this  post  in  relation  to  In- 
dian affairs.  I  should  therefore  bo  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  cir^ 
cvmstances  that  required  such  council.  The  objects  to  be  effecl- 
ed,  and  the  results  accomplished ;  also  the  names  of  the  chiefs 
or  men  of  influence  of  either  tribe,  who  were  present  Will  you 
please  to  communicate  to  me  as  early  as  may  be  convenient,  the 
desired  information,  and  likewise  whether  Gen  Strest  was  ap- 
prised, previous  to  his  departure,  of  the  contemplated  meeting  of 
those  Indians." 

This  brought  from  Col.  Moroak  the  following  tart  reply,  and 
raised  the  question  of  prerogative : 

*•  Sir — I  acknowledge  in  you  no  right  to  call  on  me  to  render 
an  account  of  my  proceedings  to  you,  though  if  yon  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  call  at  my  quarters  on  my  return  from  St.  Peter's,  for 
which  place  I  am  just  about  to  set  out,  I  will  explain  to  yoa  the 
object  of  the  council  and  tell  you  what  passed.  You  were  ap- 
prised yourself  of  the  Foxes  having  been  invited,  and  you  knew 
they  had  arrived.    Why  stay  four  or  five  miles  off  t    I  stated  to 
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tbia  Indians  that  yon  ehonlQ' bare  been  to  tbe  eoondl,  if  yon  bad  • 
been  here,**  :  I   - 

Tiie  ^'  four  or  fire  miles"  alladed  to  by  the  Colonel,  was  the  die* 
taHcb  from  the  fort  and  Tillage  to  the  residence  of  G^h.  STSBBrr, 
irhere  the  office  of  the  agency  was  kept,  that  being  the  neareal 
honse  snitable  for  his  family  that  conld  then  be  obtained.  Itwae- 
true,  that  Mr.  BoRicicrT  bad  knowledge  that  the  Foxes  had  been 
sent  for,  the  Sioux  being  already  on  the  ground,  and  that  the 
Foxes  bad  arrired,  bat  not  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the> 
eouDci^  and  this  he  claimi'd  should  hare  been  giren.  But  the 
Colonel,  standing  upon  the  dignity  of  his  office,  as  commandant  of 
the  military  post,  seemed  to  think  that  the  Agent  must  or  should 
have  been  on  hand,  whether  he  bad  notice  thereof  or  not,  as  any 
other  spectator. 

The  question  of  prerogative  was  now  fairly  raised.  Whether 
it  was  ever  settled  by  tlie  War  Department,  I  do  not  know,  but  a 
comjmon  sense  view  of  the  subject  would  say,  that  each  branch  of 
the  public  service  had  its  own  appropriate  duties  and  prerogar 
tires,  and  that  ueither  bad  a  right  to  interfere  with  or  encroach 
upon  the  other.  The  Indians  weie  placed  under  the  care  and 
contrMi  of  the  agency,  while  the  military  was  under  the  care  and 
control  of  its  proper  officers;  nor  had  Col.  Moboah  any  more 
control  of  the  Indians,  than  the  agent  bad  of  the  troops.  Their 
uniting  in  one  common  bead  at  Washington,  gave  one  no  more 
rigbt  to  interfere  with  ttie  duties  of  the  other,  than  it  would  the 
Navy  and  War  Departments  to  encroach  upon  each  other  because 
the  President  was  their  common  head,  or  fur  the  Executive,  Ja» 
dicial  and  Legislative  departments  to  arrogate  each  others'  rightSi 
because  their  respective  powers  were  alike  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution. Every  department  of  the  Government,  and  each  sub- 
ordinate branch  of  the  respective  departmente,  hare  their  appro- 
priate duties  to  perform ;  and  when  necessary,  to  unite  their 
McrgTcs  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  So  if  theciril  department, 
to  which  the  Indian  department  belongs,  and  is  now  appropriately 

igtied,  requires  th^  aid  of  the  military,  the  latter  must  acvrc 
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the  ibrmer ;  fori  in  oiur  form  <^  govemmeat,  the  military  mnaibe 
Bubject  to  the  civil  anthorif  j.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  thk 
eaae  Mr.  Busnitt  was  right 

.  It  is  well  known,  that  on  the  frontiers,  and  beyond  the  reach  fif 
courts  of  justice,  and  sometimes  within  their  reach,  if  not  veiy 
strong,  the  military  officers  are  yerj  apt  to  exercise  all  the  au- 
thority of  the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  departments^ 
over  the  few  stra^linc:  citizens  who  may  chance  to  bo  in  their 
vicinity.  In  some  cases  this  has  been  absolutely  necessary,  be- 
cause no  other  government  existed.  In  my  first  visits  to  Fort 
Snelling,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peters,  then  commanded  by 
I^ent  Col.  Davbnpobt,  and  three  hundred  miles  beyond  the  jn- 
risdiction  of  any  civil  court,  this  vras  the  only  government  exer- 
cised over  the  traders,  their  employees,  discharged  soldiers,  and 
voy^euTS  who  had  settled  in  that  vicinity.  But  such  was  the 
mild  and  patriarchal  character  of  the  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment, that  no  one  could  reasonably  object  to  it,  or  be  particu- 
larly anxious  for  a  change.  The  only  thing  complained  of,  was 
the  suppression  of  the  whiskey  trade  among  the  Indians  and  sol- 
diers ;  but  this  was  done  by  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
the  articles  of  war,  and  was  not  only  justified,  but  demanded  by 
the  laws  of  humanity. 

Yet,  in  some  instances,  the  ofiicers  «>t'  the  army  have  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  propriety  and  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  that  too 
where  the  civil  authority  was  within  reach.  A  citizen  of  this  place 
w«s  once  whipped  by  the  soldiers  by  order  of  Col.  J — s ;  another 
was  sent  to  St.  Louis  under  guard,  without  any  charge  being  pre* 
ferred  against  him,  and  left  to  find  his  way  back  to  his  iamily  as 
best  he  0'>ul<J,  and  upon  his  return,  he  found  them  ejected  from 
his  house  by  the  soldiers. 

Mr.  BoRNKTT  informed  Gen.  Clabk  uf  the  trausaction  of  OoL 
MoR0%N,  May  28rh,  1831 :  ''In  m^^  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  lin- 
foarmed  you  that  Col.  Morgan  bad  sent  for  the  Sauks  and  Fozeii 
to  visit  this  post  On  the  2l8t  instant,  about  fifteen  men  o^  the 
Foonsiof  Dsbnque  mines  arrived  at  the  villi^,  and  on  th«  next. 
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diy  Ool.  MonoAir  held  a  coancil  with  them  and  the  Sioux,  who 
were  here.  I  preenme  that  whatever  took  place  at  the  conndl, 
or  was  effected  hj  the  meeting  of  the  Indians,  of  any  impoi  tance, 
will  be  oommnnicated  to  yon  through  the  proper  channel,  by  Ool. 
Moseiv  who  acted  alone  in  the  measure. 

'^  Hie  Sioux  had  been  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Foxes  for  sev- 
eral days.  The  Foxes  landed  at  the  village  on  Saturday  evening, 
not  later  I  think  than  four  o'clock.  The  conncil  was  opened  the 
next  morning,  as  I  am  informed,  at  ten  o'clock;  yet  no  intimation 
of  either  time  or  place  of  meeting,  or  that  my  presence  was  at 
all  de£>ired,  was  gi^en,  although  there  was  ample  time  to  do  so. 
Throughout  the  transaction,  there  has  been  no  consultation  had, 
or  co-operation  had  with  the  agency.  The  only  communication 
upon  the  subject  previous  to  the  conncil  and  the  departure  of  the 
Indians,  was  the  simple  fact  that  he  had  sent  for  the  Foxes,  of 
which  I  apprised  yon.  I  suppose  that  if  any  thing  occurred  of 
suflBcient  importance  to  found  a  report  nt'on,  ho  will  communicate 
the  facts,  and  in  that  case,  it  must  appear  that  the  measure  was 
undertaken  and  canied  through  without  any  connection  or  co- 
operation with  this  agency.  I  have,  therefore,  given  the  above 
statement  of  fiicts  to  show  that  the  absence  of  co-operation  in  the 
affair,  was  not  from  neglect  of  duty  or  inattention  on  the  part  of 
this  agency. 

"The  information  that  I  have  collected  on  the  subject,  is  this: 
some  fifteen  Foxes  fioni  Dubuque  mines,  all  joung  men  except 
one  or  two,  camo  up  and  had  a  talk  with  the  Sioux  and  Col.  Moe- 
GAK,  in  which  each  expressed  a  desire  to  continue  the  peace  which 
had  been  concluded  between  them  the  last  year.  The  Foxes  de- 
nied any  knowledge  of  a  ^ar  party  having  gone  against  the  Sionx. 
iJhey  said  they  wished  to  be  at  peace,  and  would  not  do  any  act 
o>f  hostility,  but  they  could  not  answer  for  those  below — they 
spoke  for  themselves  only.  They  smoked  and  danced  together, 
and  parted  in  apparent  friendship  and  harmony." 

The  extent  of  the  frontier,  and  the  number  of  tribes  within  the 
agency,  kept  up  an  almost  incessant  excitement  as  to  their  aflkifBi 
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and  to  keep  the  Govemme^Jt  adviaed  of  all  their  moyementi,  re- 
qmred  coi.&Unt  vigilaoco  and  the  writing  of  iiunier<.*a8  letters. 
Under  date  of  Jime  Idth,  1&3I,  Mr.  Bcjusjrt  writes  to  G«ai^ 
Clakk:  "  I  have  received,  eiDce  the  last  mail  from  this  place,  in- 
formation which  I  consider  entitled  to  credit,  that  a  war  party  of 
Sionz  is  LOW  being  organized  among  Wasbabl^b  band,  to  go 
against  the  CLippewae,  bj  a  warrior  of  some  note  in  that  band. 
I  have  albo  nnderatood,  that  there  are  a  few  Menomouee««  rela- 
tives of  those  who  were  killed  bj  the  Chippewae  in  the  fall  aod 
winter  past,  now  with  the  band  of  Sioux.  Bat  I  have  not  been 
able  to  leara  whether  they  intend  joining  the  Sioax  in  their  expe- 
dition, or  not,  but  think  it  probable  that  some  of  them  will  do 
so.'' 

Under  date  of  Juno  29th  he  wrote :  ^'  I  am  informed  by  Major 
Lasoham,  who  arrived  here  fruisi  below  a  few  days  since,  that 
the  Winnebagoes  of  the  Prop/uVs  village  on  Ruck  river,  have 
united  with  the  Sauks  and  Foxes-  The  Winnebagoes  of  the  Wig- 
consin  and  Upper  Mississippi  are  still  peaceable.  They  are  most 
likely  waiting  to  see  the  first  results  of  the  movements  below, 
and  intend  to  act  afterwards  according  to  circumstances. 

"Until  within  two  or  three  weeks  past,  very  few  of  those  In- 
dians have  visited  this  place,  for  a  length  of  time,  fewer,  I  am  told» 
than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Lately  a  great  man/  of 
them  have  been  here,  the  most  of  whom  came  down  the  Wiscon- 
sin and  have  gone  up  the  Mississippi.  A  great  portion  of  them 
are  old  men,  women  and  children.  They  continue  to  pass  by 
daily.  Many  rumors  are  in  circulation  as  to  their  present  dispo- 
sition and  intention ;  very  few  of  which  are,  perhaps,  entitled  to 
implicit  belief.  Thoy  have  served,  however,  to  ^ive  considerable 
alarm  to  many  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the  Prairie,  and  many  of 
them  begin  to  think  themselves  in  danger.  I  have  spared  no  pains 
to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Winnebagoes. here,  and  have 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  hostilities  on  their  part^  un- 
less their  sending  so  many  of  their  old  men,  women  and  children 
np  the  river,  and  purchasing  powder  in  larger  quantities  than 
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tisnai  for  ordinary  hunting,  shonld  indicate  something  of  the 
kind. 

^^  I  also  learned  a  few  days  since,  that  the  'one  eyed  Deoosi' 
had  left;  his  villoge  at  Prairie  La  Crosse,  and  gone  down  to  the 
Banks  and  Foxes.  This  was  accidentally  commntiicated  to  my 
Informant  hy  a  Winnebago,  and  is  probably  true.  Decobi  was 
down  ab(->nt  two  weeks  since,  and  called  to  see  me  on  his  retnrn 
borne.  His  deport. i  ent  was  as  nsnal ;  I  saw  no  change.  In  fact 
I  have  not  discovered  any  change  in  the  deportment  or  appear^ 
*nce  of  any  of  them  that  I  have  seen.  They  all  appear  to  be 
perfectly  friendly.  None  of  tho  traders  hero  think  they  have 
any  hostile  intbntions. 

"Col.  Morgan  left  the  fort  for  Eock  Island  on  the^  morning  of 
the  27th  insf.,  with  two  companies  from  his  post,  and  two  more 
from  Fort  Winnebago,  under  Msjor  Twigos.  He  had  previously 
called  in  all  fatigue  parties,  and  put  his  whole  force  under  a  course 
of  training.  Much  alarm  prevails  in  the  mines.  The  people  are 
arming  and  preparing  for  their  defence.  I  do  not  consider  that 
there  is  any  immediate  danger  cither  here  or  in  this  vicinity. 
Much,  however,  will  doubtless  depend  on  the  result  below.  The 
Sioux- and  Monotnonees  are  certainly  friendly,  and  against  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  wonld  willingly  unite  with  the  whites,  if  per* 
mitted  to  do  so.  I  have  heard  nothing  since  my  last  of  a  war 
paity  of  those  Indians  against  the  Chippewas.''  . 

Ott  the  24th  of  October,  1831,  Mr.  Bubnbtt  obtained  leave  of 
absence  until  tho  ensuing  spring,  to  visit  some  friends  and  ar- 
range some  business  he  had  left  unsettled  in  Kentucky.  In  grant- 
ing this  permission,  Oen.  Street  says:  ^'Permit  me  to  avail 
myself  of  tlie  present  occasion  to  acknowledge  tho  great  support 
I  have  received  fn^m  you  in  all  my  official  duties,  during  aperiod 
of  fourteen  or  fifreen  months,  and  to  assnre  you  of  my  high  re- 
ga>d  and  unfimired  friendship." 

8<»inerime  before  h's  depar^nre,  Mr.  BuRinCTT  had  writtep  tohis 
frh'nJ  Dr.  0  R.  McFall  of  Keene«  Ey.,  in  which  he  gave  some 
accujnt  6f  the  dntiea  and   amount  of  business  of  an  Indian 
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Agent,  which  drew  from  him,  mider  dste  of  No^.  ISth^  IftSli  the 
following  amnsiDg  remarks : 

'*  The  idea  I  had  formed  of  the  daties  of  an  Indian  Agent,  I 
ind  bj  the  light  yon  have  reflected  upon  the  aobject,  wm  by  no 
means  correct.  I  had  thought  his  only  duty  was,  to  sit  behind  his 
desk,  Mid  iesuu  onl  to  the  Indians  their  regular  snpplj  of  whis|^ey, 
powder,  lead  and  other  articles  which  Uncle  Sam  coTcnants  to 
fnroieh  to  the  said  Indians  at  an  nnnBuallj  low  price  ;  and  inpay- 
ment for  said  articles,  said  Indians  hare  ceded  to  Uncle  &am  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  laud  known  by  certain  bonndariea,  &c. 
Bnt  DO ;  in  place  of  enjoying  himself  in  luxurions  ease,  the  poor 
Agent  has  to  take  long  and  painful  journeys  by  land  and  water ; 
iufler  from  the  bites  of  musquitoes,  from  heat  and  oold,  &c*  \ 
Pretty  tough  work  this,  for  a  Kentucky  lawyer  especially.  But 
it  is  not,  I  lind,  Uncle  Sam's  plan  to  hire  laborers  to  work  his 
farm,  and  suffer  them  to  sleep  out  their  time  in  complete  torpidity. 
No,  they  must  bo  up  and  doing,  must  earn  their  wag^t  by  hard 
labor.  I 

*^  It  must  certainly  have  been  a  queer  kind  of  a  sight,  to  hare 
seen  a  Eentuckian,  learned  in  all  the  lore  of  the  law,  holding  s 
council  with  the  red  men  of  the  forest.  Like  a  young  Mercory 
he  arrives  among  them ;  they  are  assembled  together;  mute  si- 
lence reigns  thronghout  the  Assembly ;  deep  thought  and  anxious 
expectations  sit  on  every  countenance.  Now  is  the  time ;  he 
rises,  tells  them  in  the  most  finished  language  of  the  moat  fertile 
imagination,  the  object  of  the  meeting,  what  Uncle  Sam  expects 
to  do  for  them,  and  what  they  must  do  for  him.  As  be  warms 
with  his  subject,  his  imagination  expands ;  the  earth,  air  and  set 
are  brought  to  his  aid,  as  comparative  objects.  He  ceaaea,  and 
hia  audience  knows  not  what  he  has  said." 

During  the  time  that  Mr.  Busneti  had  been  at  the  agency^  he 
had  attended  as  counsel  to  some  important  suits,  in  which  the 
Government  through  some  of  its  agents  was  a  party,  for  which 
he  clbimed  fees  aa  attorney,  this  not  being  embraced  in.hia  dutiMi 
aa  Agent,  and  if  he  had  not  done  so  the  Goyemmeiit  ul^$t  baT6 
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'  employed  sotne  one  ebe.  fhe  ftes  ebai^ged  for  the  aeveral  wHb 
were  $500,  which  the  Agent  approved  and  allowed.  In  Deeam- 
ber  of  this  jear,  he  visited  Washington,  for  the  double  purpose>of 
keeping  his  office  from  the  grasp  of  some  hungry  offlce*huntar, 
hundreds  of  whom  are  hovering  around  the  capitol  any  winter, 
and  against  whom  I  perceive  by  his  correspondence,  it  is  neoea- 
sary  for  every  office  holder  to  keep  a  watchful  eyo,  which  is  the 
reason  that  so  many  of  them  visit  Washington  so  often ;  and  also 
for  tbe  purpose  of  securing  this  fee,  which  had  been  refused. 
But  this  latter  he  did  not  get  allowed  at  that  time,  but  being  loag- 
winded  on  such  a  chase,  he  hung  to  it  until  the  Department  paSd 
him  $235. 

In  February,  1882,  while  Mr.  BuBitBrr  was  in  Kentucky,  Qon. 
SisvsT  wrote  him,  that  '^  the  Menomouees  and  Sioux  are  preparing 
for  a  retaliatory  war  against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  in  the  spring. 
'  The  Menomouees  have  made  peace  with  the  Ohippewas,  in  order 
to  have  no  fears  from  that  quarter.  The  two  tribes  met  above  the 
mill  on  the  Ohippcwa  and  made  their  peace.  I  have  adviscid  the 
Superintendent  so  as  to  have  the  earli^t  interferauce,  if  any  is 
intended.  The  Sauks  and  Foxes,  I  learn,  expect  retaliation  and 
will  be  prepared  to  meet  them.  If  the  Government  is  not  early 
in  stopping  them,  they  will  certainly  ^oin  considerable  force,  and 
a  bloody  contest  may  be  expected:" 

Ab>ut  the  first  of  April,  Mr.  BtraNiprT  received  instructions, 
'  while  yet  in  Shelbyville,  to  "  proceed  to  tlie  agency  at  Prairie  du 
Ohien  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  and  call  on  Gen.  Claek  for  the  funds 
alloted  to  the  agency  for  1832,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  he  shall 
determine  to  forward.  The  receipts  will  bo  forvrarded  to  you  at 
St.  Louis  as  soon  as  a  conveyance  by  steam-boat  shall  occur." 
Mr.  Bdknbtt  reached  the  agency  about  the  1st  of  May.  At  that 
time  the  Banks  and  Foxes  under  Black  Hawk  wero  in  hostile 
movements  on  Bock  Biver,  with  Gten.  Atkinsoh  in  pursuit.  To 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  Gton.  Atkinson  from  Dixon's 
Ferry,  May  S6th,  1832^  addressed  Gen.  Street  as  follows: 

^'^Sib: — I  have  to  request,  tlttt  you  send  me  at  thfs  plaoe,  with 
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ana  aa  can  be  collected,  within  striking  distance  of  PiAirie  dn 
Ohien,  I  want  to  employ  them  in  conjunction  witli  the  troops 
against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes,  who  are  now  some  fifty  miles  abo?a 
ns  in  a  state  of  war  against  the  whites.  I  understand  the  Me* 
Domonees,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  warriors,  who  were  with 
yon  a  few  days  ago,  are  anxious  to  take  part  with  us.  Do  encour- 
age them  to  do  so,  and  promise  them  rations,  blankets,  pay,  Ac* 
I  ha^e  written  to  Capt  Loomis  to  furnish  them  some  arms,  if  they 
can  be  spared,  and  ammunition.  If  there  are  none  at  Prairie  da 
Chien,  I  must  procure  some  in  this  quarter.  Col.  IlAiciLToar,  who 
has  volunteered  his  services  to  lead  tfie  Indians  to  this  place,  will 
hand  you  this  letter;  and  if  the  Indians  can  be  prevailed  on  tocomOi 
will  perform  the  duty.  I  have  to  deaire  that  Mr.  Majeksh  may  be 
sent  with  Col.  IIahilton  and  the  Indians,  and  an  interpieter  of 
the  Menomonee  language.^'  In  accordance  with  this  i  eqaircmepti 
Oen.  Street  gave,  on  May  80th,  to  Mr.  Bubhett  the  iollowing 
instructions : 

^'Sir : — Yon  will  please  proceed  with  Mr.  John  Mabbh,  who 
goes  express  to  the  nearest  Sioux  village,  and  render  him  sucli 
aid  as  may  be  necessary  in  obtaining  as  many  Indians  as  posaiblei 
to  come  down  with  you,  and  proceed  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Marsh  to  join  Gen.  Atkinson.  The  letter  of  Gen  Atkiksob 
will  be  your  guide  in  the  business.  Use  every  means  to  expedite 
the  object;  and  hasten  your  return,  as  much  depends  upon  ex- 
pedition." 

The  nearest  Sioux  village  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  milea  up 
the  river  from  the  seat  of  the  agency,  which  had  to  be  ascended 
in  canoes,  there  being  no  steamer  then  to  be  had.  Yet  in  h\x 
days  after  receiving  the  order,  Mr.  Bdrnkti  made  the  following 
report  to  Gen.  Street: 

<'Sir : — In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ult ,  I  aet  out 
immediately  from  this  place,  in  company  with  Mr.  Marsh,  in  a 
canoe,  with  eight  hands,  to  visit  the  neareE>t  village  of  the  SiunX 
Indians.    From  recant  indications  among  the  Winuebagoes  of  the 
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Upper  MiBsiBsippi  of  a  disposition  to  engage  in  hostilities  with  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes,  Mr.  Mabsh  and  myself  thought  best  to  call  at 
their  village  on  the  river  La  Orosse,  and  invite  so  many  as  might 
be  disposed  to  join  us  on  our  return,  and  go  with  the  Sionx  and 
Menomonees  to  join  Gen.  Atkinson's  army  on  Rock  Kiver.  We 
arrived  at  the  Winnebago  village,  on  the  evening  of  the  next 
day  after  leaving  this  post,  and  that  night  had  a  talk  with  the 
chiefs  and  braves  upon  the  subject.  Win-o-a  shb-kan  was  opposed 
to  the  measure,  and  declined  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  He 
said  the  Sauks  had  twice,  this  season,  presented  the  red  wampum 
to  the  Winnebagoes  at  Portage,  and  that  they  had  as  often  washed 
it  white,  and  handed  it  back  to  them ;  that  he  did  not  like  that 
red  thing ;  he  was  afraid  of  it.  Waudghha-takan  took  the 
wampum,  and  said  that  he  with  all  the  young  men  of  the  village 
would  go ;  that  they  were  anxious  to  engage  in  the  expedition, 
and  would  be  ready  to  accompany  us  on  our  return. 

"The  next  day  we  reached  Prairie  Aux  Ailes  (Wa  ba-sha),  and 
found  the  Sioux  extensively  anxious  and  ready  to  go  against  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes.  They  were  intending  to  make  a  descent 
upon  them  in  a  few  days,  if  they  had  not  been  sent  for.  They 
engaged  with  alacrity  in  their  preparations,  but  we  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  wait  till  Monday  morning  to  give  them  time.  We  left 
their  village  on  our  return,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  ac- 
companied by  the  whole  effective  force  of  the  band,  and  at  La 
Crosse,  were  joined  by  twenty  warriors  of  the  Winnebagoes,  the 
remainder  of  their  village  to  follow  the  next  day,  and  reached 
this  place  to-day,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M,  with  one  hundred  warriors ; 
eighty  of  whom  are  Sioux,  and  twenty  Winnebagoes.  I  think 
from  the  dispobition  manifested  by  the  Winnebagoes,  that  fifty  or 
aixty  more  of  them  will  be  here  before  the  expedition  leaves  the 
Prairie,  making  a  force  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  forty.  The  Indians,  with  whom  I  have  met^  appear 
well  effected  towards  the  whites,  are  in  fine  spirits,  and  seem 
anxious  to  engage  with  the  Sauks  and  Foxes. 

<(I  zQgde  the  promise  authorized  to  the  Indians  of  subsiatancib 
S8 
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pay^  &c.,  and  told  them  that  their  families  shonld  be  supplied 
with  provisions  during  their  absence  from  home.  The  most  of  the 
famih'es  of  the  warriors  have  accompanied  them  thus  far,  to  take 
a  supply  of  provisions  home  with  them,  when  the  expedition  shall 
have  left  this  place.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Maksii  to  say,  that  he  has 
displayed  great  zeal  and  energy  in  effecting  the  object  of  our  visit, 
and  that  his  exertions  had  the  effect  of  bringing  out  the  greatest 
possible  force  from  the  bands  we  have  called  uj^on." 

Mr.  Burnett  greatly  desired  and  strongly  urged  Gen.  ST&EErto 
allow  him  to  accompany  these  Indians  and  take  part  in  the  war. 
But  the  general  thought  his  services  were  needed  at  and  near  the 
agency,  and  therefore  declined  to  comply  with  the  request. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  retreated  from  the  Eock 
River  to  tlie  Wisconsin,  taking  their  own  time  for  it  on  account  of 
the  slow  motion  of  Gen.  Atkinson.  Blaok  Hawk  is  said  to  liave 
remarked,  tliat  he  could  plant  and  raise  corn,  and  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  Atkinson.  But  on  the  Wisconsin,  the  wiley  chief  met  an- 
other and  unexpected  enemy  in  the  persons  of  Gen.  Dodob  and  his 
volunteers,  who  gave  the  Indians  battle,  and  routed  them,  "horse, 
foot  and  dragoons."  The  news  of  this  defeat  of  the  Indians  soon 
reached  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  it  was  thought  probable  that  if  the 
Sauks  and  Foxes  could  get  canoes  or  even  rafts,  that  they  would 
attempt  to  escape  from  their  pursuers  by  descending  the  Wisconsin 
River.  To  prevent  this,  some  volunteer  troops,  Mr.  Bdenett 
among  others,  were  stationed  on  that  river  at  the  ferry,  now  Bab- 
bettt's.  But  the  Indians  took  across  the  country  towards  Bad  Ax. 
The  success  of  Gen.  Dodge  at  the  Peckatonica,  led  to  the  follow- 
ing expression  of  respect  from  the  prominent  men  of  Prairie  du 
Ohien,  not  included  in  the  army,  addressed  to  him  July  3d,  1882 : 

"  SiE : — The  undersigned,  citizens  of  this  place,  have  witnessed, 
with  feelings  of  high  respect  and  admiration,  the  patriotic  exer- 
tions you  have  made  for  the  defence  of  our  frontier  against  the 
cruelties  of  savage  warfare.  Fully  appreciating  the  nature  and 
motives  of  the  bold  and  energetic  course  of  your  conduct  in  be- 
hfdf  of  our  suffering  country,  we  send  you  by  Oapt.  JjkB.  B.  Esiss, 
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a  double-barrelled  gun,  which  we  hope  jon  will  accept,  as  a 
small  testimony  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  we  hold  joar 
character  as  an  officer  and  a  citizen."  Signed  bj  J.  M.  8tbbeT| 
J.  P.  Buazrarr,  W.  M.  Beed,  H.  L.  Dousmak,  Michael  BbibboiB| 
B.  W.  Bbisbois,  Jeah  Bbunett  and  Joseph  Bjbisbois. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained,  that  the  hostile  Indians  were 
wending  their  way  to  the  Mississippi,  north  of  this  place,  to  es- 
cape pursuit ;  with  a  view  to  intercept  them  Gen.  Stbeet,  July 
25tli,  1832,  wrote  to  Mr.  Burnett  :  "  Sir  : — You  will  proceed  up 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Winnebagoes,  twenty-live  or  thirty  miles 
above  this  place,  and  inform  them  of  Gen.  Dodge's  battle,  and  of 
;he  crossing  of  the  Sauks  to  the  north  side  of  the  W'isconsin,  and 
that  their  chiefs  Oabbam.vka  and  Decobi*  are  hero,  and  that  I 
Tvant  all  of  the  Winnebagoes  to  come  down  with  you  immedi- 
ately ;  tell  them  it  is  the  wish  of  their  chiefs  also.  One  object  of 
this  is,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way,  with  their  canoes,  to  prevent 
their  crossing  the  Sauks  over  the  river.  Send  on  word,  if  yon 
can,  to  the  upper  villages,  that  the  Sauks  have  been  defeated,  and 
iiave  crossed  the  Wisconsin.  And  should  the  Winnebagoes  hesi- 
tate, tell  them  that  if  they  do  not  come,  I  will  not  pay  the  annu- 
ity to  any  who  refuse.  The  time  is  now  near  and  they  will  lose 
their  money.    Hasten  back  as  soon  as  possible." 

The  next  day,  July  26th,  Mr.  BmiNBrr  reported  :  **  Sir : — ^In 
obedience  of  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  set  out  from  this  place  ia 
a  bark  canoe  late  last  evening  to  visit  the  Winnebagoes,  supposed 
to  be  encamped  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  above  Prairie  du 
Ohien.  This  morning  before  day  the  steamboat  Enterprise^  witk 
a  military  command,  came  by  my  encampment  and  took  myself 
and  crew  on  board.  Before  arriving  at  the  place  where  the  In- 
dians had  been  encamped,  we  found  that  they  had  been  gone  for 
several  days,  and  had  removed  some  distance  aboye.    We  there- 

•  Kat-bat-mao-ssk,  «r  imking  TmrtU^  iMk  pvt  trtth  th«  BritUh  at  tht  tefctle  of  the  lh$am^mfA 
of  Dat-xau-bat  mentioii  hM  aliwdj  been  made.  In  additton  to  the  note  on  page  178  of  thla  Tolama^ 
t*e  can  itate,  that  the  **  grand  old  ehleT*  Dat-SaV'Bat,  whose  Indian  name  wa^  ScRA-CfHxr>KA-Ki, 
ilM'on  the  WlMonilnRhtr,Apd  10111,1891^  la  IdiMtliTWr.  UCbJ), 
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fore  continued  on  up  a  considerable  distance,  passing  seyeral 
lodges  at  different  points  until  we  came  to  the  principal  camp,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  supposed  to  be  sixty  miles  above  Prairie 
du  Ohien.  I  communicated  your  message  to  all  the  Indians  I  saw 
on  the  way,  who  readily  promised  to  obey  your  instructions. 

^^  At  the  principal  camp,  I  found  Washington  Decosi  with  a 
considerable  part  of  the  tribe  from  the  Wisconsin  and  Kickapoo 
rivers.  I  immediately  informed  them  of  your  request,  and  desired 
them  to  get  ready  as  soon  as  possible  and  go  to  the  agency.  They 
manifested  entire  willingness  to  do  so,  but  said  some  of  their 
party  were  out  hunting,  and  would  be  in  at  night,  for  whom  they 
wished  to  wait,  so  that  all  might  come  together.  They  promised 
very  positively,  that  they  would  start  as  soon  as  the  hunters 
should  arrive,  and  would  certainly  see  you  by  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon  tomorrow.  After  some  conversation  about  their  start- 
ing this  evening,  and  their  still  objecting  to  do  so  until  the  hunt- 
ers came  in,  Lieut.  Abebobombie  told  them,  that  he  would  wait 
until  sunset  for  them  to  get  ready ;  and  if  they  did  not  start  by 
that  time,  he  would  take  all  their  canoes,  and  bring  them  down 
with  the  steam-boat.  About  two  hours  after  this,  they  concluded 
to  start,  and  let  the  hunters  come  on  after  them ;  and  after  seeing 
all  the  canoes  move  off,  we  started  on  our  return,  and  reached  this 
place  at  9  o'clock  this  evening.  The  Indians  whom  I  saw,  will  be 
here  to-morrow  by  12  o'clock.  They  had  not  heard  of  the  battle 
on  the  Wisconsin,  but  appeared  to  be  highly  gratified  and  pleased 
at  the  news." 

The  next  day,  July  27th,  Gen.  Stbbet  ordered  Mr.  Burnett  to 
^^  proceed  with  Washington  Decobi  to  La  Crosse,  and  such  other 
points  as  you  may  deem  important,  and  tell  the  Winnebagoes  I 
wish  to  see  them  at  the  agency.  I  wish  Win  nebhiok  certainly  to 
come.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  own  judgment  ia  the  case.  The 
object  is  to  get  what  information  you  can  relative  to  the  Banks 
and  Foxes,  and  to  draw  all  the  Winnebagoes  from  the  Upper  Mis- 
tiisippi,  and  with  them  the  means  o£  paaaii^  the  river.  If  you 
can,  extend  the  news  to  the  Sioux." 
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The  following  day  Mr.  Buenett  reported  to  Gen.  Street  :  "  In 
obedience  to  jonr  order  of  yesterday,  I  went  on  board  the  steamer 
Enterprise  last  evening,  and  started  for  La  Orosse.  We  arrived 
early  this  morning  at  the  entrance  of  the  lower  mouth  of 
Black  Biver,  and  found  the  Winnebagoes  encamped  on  the 
shore.  I  took  We-kon  Deoobi,  and  went  on  shore  immediately  to 
see  the  Indians.  I  found  the  One-Eyed  Deoobi  and  the  LmiJB 
Thunder  at  the  lodges,  but  found  that  most  of  the  band  had  left 
the  village  sometime  since,  Win-neshick  and  Wau-har-nab-sab, 
with  about  fifteen  men  and  their  families,  had  been  gone  near  a 
month  to  hunt,  and  dry  meat,  about  fifty  miles  up  La  Orosse  and 
Black  Bivers.  The  rest  of  the  band  were  in  the  camp.  I  told 
them  that  you  wished  to  see  them  immediately ;  that  the  Ameri- 
cans under  Gen.  Dodge  had  defeated  the  Sauks  and  Fozes  on  the 
Wisconsin,  and  after  killing  a  great  many  had  driven  them  across 
the  river ;  that  the  defeated  Indians  were  endeavoring  to  make 
their  escape  to  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  it,  and 
regaining  their  own  country ;  and  that  it  was  probable  they  would 
attempt  to  reach  that  point,  that  they  might  get  the  Winnebago 
canoes  to  cross  in,  and  that  they  must  get  away  from  that  place 
before  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  arrived. 

*^  They  said  they  would  come  down  immediately  on  the  return 
of  the  absent  party;  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  Sauks,  and  did 
not  wish  to  leave  a  small  part  of  their  band  behind,  who  wore  too 
few  to  resist  if  they  Id  meet  them.  I  then  told  them  to  send 
two  of  their  best  young  men  on  horseback,  to  bring  in  tho  hunting 
party.  They  very  promptly  complied,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
young  men  were  mounted  and  on  their  way.  I  charged  the 
express  to  carry  to  the  absent  Indians  the  message  I  had  deliver-' 
ed,  and  to  tell  Win-neshiok  especially,  that  his  presence  was  re- 
quired at  the  agency.  The  chiefs  present  told  me,  that  they 
tiiought  they  would  ail  be  here  certainly  in  six  days,  and  proba- 
bly sooner.  I  told  them  it  was  of  great  importance  to  them  to 
come  as  soon  as  possible,  and  bring  all  their  canoes  on  the  river ; 
that  if  the  Saaks  should  come  to  that  point,  they  were  not  strong 
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enough  to  prevent  them  from  taking  their  canoes  (if  they  did  not 
idll  them),  and  crossing  over  the  river ;  that  should  they  effect  a 
passage  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  at  any  point  above  this  place, 
within  their  country,  they  would  be  suspected  of  assisting  them, 
and  if  it  should  be  known  that  they  had  done  so,  they  would  lose 
their  annuities,  and  be  treated  as  allies  of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes. 
They  promised  to  start  for  this  place  on  the  return  of  the  absent 
party,  and  bring  all  their  canoes  with  them.  From  their  appar- 
ent anxiety,  I  think  they  will  be  here  in  three  or  four  days  at  the 
fiffthest,  though  they  said  it  might  be  six. 

*^  The  Sioux  chief,  L' Abk,  who  left  this  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  25th  inst,  passed  Black  River  this  mominor  before  our  arrival, 
and  will  reach  his  people  with  the  news  (which  he  received  from 
here)  to-day.  Having  done  all  we  could,  we  left  La  Orosse  at  10 
A.  M.,  and  reached  this  place  at  3  F.  M.,"  making  90  miles  in 
five  hours. 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  this,  the  2nd  of  August,  1832,  that 
Gten.  Atkinson  over-hauled  the  broken  fragments  of  Blagk  Hawk^s 
army,  fatigued,  hungry,  and  dispirited,  and  attacked  them  on  the 
bottoms  of  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  ot  Bad 
Ax  Biver,  about  forty-five  miles  above  Prairie  du  OhieUi  and 
totally  defeated  and  scattered  them.  Blaok  TLawk  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  river  by  some  means,  probably  on  a' raft  of  driftwood, 
but  was  soon  after  taken  prisoner  by  a  company  of  Winnebagoes. 
Mr.  BuBNBTT  was  with  them  or  met  them  soon  after  the  capture, 
to  whom  Blaoe  Hawk  gave  a  piece  of  red  ribbon  which  was  tied 
to  his  hair.*  Thus  ended  the  most  fearful  Indian  war  that  has 
ever  occurred  on  the  soil  of  Wisconsin. 

We  have  noticed  before,  that  Mr.  Bubnett  being  a  lawyer,  and 
having  but  a  small  salary,  one  not  equal  to  the  duties  performed, 
and  the  expenses  of  the  place  in  which  he  lived,  claimed  ther^ht 
which  was  exercised  by  others  of  his  profession,  to  practice  at  the 
bar.    But  in  doing  so,  he  involved  himself  in  a  dififtculty  wifh  an 
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officer  of  the  armyi  which  was  not  settled  for  several  years.  The 
affair  itself  is  an  item  of  history  in  his  life  worthy  of  note,  but  it 
assnmes  a  higher  degree  of  importance  in  this  connection  than 
mere  history,  because  it  inTolves  an  important  legal  question,  and 
possibly  will  cast  some  light  upon  the  rights,  privileges  and  duties 
of  public  agents,  as  to  whether  they  must  abandon  all  other  means 
of  Bupport,^when  in  the  public  employ,  though  the  pay  therefor 
is  insufficient  for  their  support,  or  less  than  an  equivalent  for  the 
eervices  rendered. 

The  ground  work  of  this  matter  was  laid  during  the  first  year 
of  his  agency,  1830,  but  was  suffered  to  slumber  till  1832,  and 
was  continued  under  advisement,  or  something  else,  until  1883. 
But  to  give  the  whole  matter  in  one  view,  I  shall  here  place  it  in 
one  connection,  which  cannot  be  done  to  better  advantage  than 
by  copying  some  of  the  proceedings.  On  the  3rd  of  November, 
1830,  Oapt.  B.  B.  Mason  preferred  the  following  charge  against 
Mr.  BuBNBTT,  to  Ool.  WiLLouoHBY  MoBOAK,  who,  as  we  have  seen, 
had  no  jurisdiction  or  control  over  the  agency  or  its  incumbents, 
it  being  a  seperate  and  distinct  branch  of  the  Government.  The 
Oolonel,  as  we  have  already  seen,  was  at  this  date  commanding 
officer  of  the  garrison^  not  of  the  Indian  Department : 

^^  Sib — I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  and  request  that  you  will  lay 
the  case  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  while  the  officers  of  tlie 
army  at  this  post  are  striving  to  prevent  drunkenness  among  the 
soldiers,  and  are  prosecuting  before  the  civil  courts  various  persons 
for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  them  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
Territory,  that  Mr.  BujEUfSTi,  the  Sub-Indian  Agent,  an  officer 
of  another  department  of  the  Government,  is  throwing  his  weight 
in  the  opposite  scale,  by  appearing  before  the  courts,  and  defend- 
ing the  persons  who  thus  offend  against  the  laws,  and  who  have 
annoyed  us  so  much.  This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bubiiett, 
is  the  more  surprising  as  his  duties  are  somewhat  connected  with 
the  military,  and  from  his  intercourse  with  the  garrison,  it  must 
be  known  to  him  how  ezeeedingly  we  are  annoyed  by  the  grog- 
shop keepers,  and  how  much  the  works  at  this  place  have  been 
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retarded  in  consequence  of  the  drankenness  of  the  men.  The  Gov- 
emment,  I  preanme,  in  giving  Mr.  Bubnett  the  appointment  of 
Sab-Indian  Agent,  and  sending  him  to  this  place  to  perform  the 
dnties  of  that  office,  little  expected  that  he  would  be  aiding  the 
whiskey-sellers,  and  thereby  opposing  the  exertions  of  the  ofKcers 
of  the  garrison  in  endeayoring  to  keep  their  men  sober." 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Bubnett  was  absent  at  Fort  Winnebago  on 
official  business,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was  brewing,  un- 
til his  return,  about  the  first  of  December.  On  the  18th  of  No- 
Yomber,  while  Mr.  Bubnett  was  still  absent,  Col.  Morgan,  without 
waiting  for  his  return,  or  giving  him  any  notice  of  the  complaint, 
wrote  to  Gen.  Steeet,  that  "  A  communication  from  Oapt  Masor 
was  yesterday  forwarded  to  head- quarters  of  the  Western  Depart- 
ment, with  a  view  to  be  transmitted  to  the  War  Department,  com- 
plaining of  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  Bubnett,  your  Sub- Agent,  in 
defending  before  the  courts  here,  persons  accused  of  selling  spi- 
rituous liquors  without  license.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  for- 
ward this  communication  in  obedience  to  the  request  of  Captain 
Mason  ;  though  I  believe  Mr.  Bubnett  in  the  course  complained 
of,  is  actuated  more  by  a  sense  of  duty  than  inclination.  I  am 
certain  he  is  as  anxious  to  put  down  the  grog-shops,  which  have 
sprung  np  here  to  our  great  annoyance,  as  any  other  person.  He 
is  the  drafter  of  a  petition  to  prevent  the  sale  of  whiskey  to  sol- 
diers within  the  limits  of  this  county,  which  is  now  circulating 
for  signers.  Mr.  Bubnett  being  absent,  is  the  reason  I  have  ad- 
dressed you  this  communication.'' 

On  the  30th  of  November,  Mr.  Bubnett  having  returned  from 
Fort  Winnebago,  Gen.  Stbeet  wrote  him :  "  I  avail  myself  of  the 
earliest  moment  after  your  return  to  hand  you  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Col.  W.  MoBGAN  to  me.  Not  being  favored  with  Oapt  Ma- 
son's complaint,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  particulars  objected  against 
you ;  yet  I  am  desirous  that  you  may  be  apprised  of  what  has 
been  doing  here,  during  your  short  absence,  with  a  view,  it  would 
seem,  to  operate  on  you  as  an  officer  of  the  Itidian  Department 
I  could  not  feel,  that  such  a  communication,  to  one  so  kitimately 
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acquainted  with  your  whole  oonrse  of  conduct  since  jotir  arriyal 
here,  required  an  answer  from  me. 

^^  In  handing  over  Ool.  M OBOAiir's  letter,  which  bears  date  Kor. 
18fh,  I  will  inform  jon  that  there  is  evidently  a  mistake  in  the 
date.  On  the  19th  of  November,  abont  10  A.  M.,  I  was  in  Ctol. 
M organ's  quarters.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
plaint from  Col.  Masoit  against  you  the  day  before,  the  18th,  and 
that  he  was  about  to  write  you.  I  told  him  you  had  left  for  Fort 
"Winnebago  two  days  previous  (the  17th  Nov.).  Ool.  Moboak 
then  said  he  Would  address  me  on  the  subject  as  you  were  absent. 
I  replied, '  it  will  be  useless,  as  I  cannot  get  a  letter  to  him  before 
he  returns.'  I  then  left  his  quarters.  On  the  next  day  I  received 
a  letter  on  other  business,  from  him,  properly  dated  the  20th  No- 
vember, by  his  servant,  and  on  the  25th  November,  the  enclosed 
letter,  bearing  date  the  18th  November,  was  handed  to  my  son  in 
the  village.  The  mail  started  before  10  A.  M.,  on  the  19tih,  and 
Col.  Morgan  says  in  his  letter,  dated  the  18th,  that  he  forwarded 
Oapt.  Mason's  complaint  '  yesterday,'  which  would  have  made 
the  departure  of  the  mail  the  17th,  instead  of  the  19th.  Conse- 
quently Ool.  Morgan  must  have  written  this  letter  after  10  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  10th  of  November.  The  date  I  presume  has  been 
a  mistake." 

Such  conftision  in  dates,  casts  a  gloomy  appearance  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  tends  to  create  suspicions  that  there  were  some  misgivings 
of  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  being  pursued.  First, 
on  the  19th  November,  Gen.  Street  was  in  Ool.  Morgan's  quar- 
ters, when  the  Colonel  informed  the  General,  that  he  received 
Gapt.  Mason's  complaint  against  Mr.  BrBNErr  t?te  day  h&fore^  and 
yet  the  complaint  is  dated  November  3rd.  It  further  appears 
that  Mr.  Burnett  left  for  Fort  Winnebago  on  the  ITth,  so  that  the 
complaint  of  Oapt.  Mason  must  have  Iain  in  his  hands  two  weeks 
after  it  was  written,  before  it  was  forwarded  to  Ool.  Morgan,  and 
that  the  complaint  was  not  presented  to  the  Colonel  until  the 
day  Mr.  Burnmt  left,  and  as  Mr.  BiTRNBrr  in  going  such  a  dis- 
tance through  the  then  wilderness,  would  start  early  in  the  mom- 
84 
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ing,  the  complaint  was  not  probably  presented  till  after  his  depar- 
tore.  And,  secondly,  it  seems  that  OoL  Mobgan  sent  off  the 
complaint  to  Head  Quarters  on  the  day  folbwing  its  reception, 
Ifr.  BuBHXiT  yet  being  absent ;  and  yet  Ool.  Mosoah  seems  to 
have  been  ignorant,  or  at  least  professes  to  hare  been  so,  of  Mr. 
Bubhstt's  absence  from  the  place.  Thirdly,  in  the  midst  of  this 
delay  in  one  case,  hot  haste  is  seen  in  another,  and  confnsed  dates 
and  statements  in  the  whole ;  all  casting  a  blur  over  the  proceed- 
ings as  an  honorable,  open-handed  matter.  We  can  bnt  notice 
the  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  for  Oapt.  Masok  calls  Mr. 
BuBNxiT  ^^  an  officer  of  another  department  of  the  Government ;" 
and  being  of  another  department,  he  was  not  responsible  to  the 
military  officers.  A  military  officer,  or  a  citizen,  if  he  had  so 
wished,  could  have  preferred  charges  against  Mr.  BuBKsrr  di- 
rectly to  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  through  the  Agent  and  GFener- 
al  Superintendent,  which  would  have  been  the  usual  and  proper 
way ;  but  to  complain  of  a  ovoU  officer  to  a  military  one,  or  to 
arraign  a  civil  officer  before  a  military  tribunal,  is  in  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  our  American  institutions,  and  placing  the  civil  under 
the  control  of  the  military  powers. 

On  the  first  of  December,  Mr.  Bubnett  addressed  Oapt.  Mabok^ 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  which  being  furnished,  is 
placed  first  in  this  series.  From  this  letter  it  appears  that  Mr. 
3x7BNETT  and  Oapt  Mason  had  conversed  on  this  subject  on 
the  third  of  November,  and  the  Oaptain  promised  a  copy  of  the 
complaint,  but  had  failed  to  furnish  it.  As  the  complaint  was 
written  at  the  time  of  its  date,  Nov.  3d,  it  is  strange  that  as  be- 
tween gentlemen,  the  Oaptain  should  neglect  to  give  a  copy  of  it 
as  he  had  promised,  and  keep  it  in  his  possession  for  two  weeks 
before  presenting  it  to  OoL  Mobqajbt,  and  then  to  present  it  after 
Mr.  Bubnbtt's  departure  for  a  distant  post  on  official  duties. 

The  point  at  issue  was,  whether  Mr.  Busnsti,  as  Sub-Indian 
Agent,  had  a  right  to  practice  law  in  any  case  where  an  officer  ol 
the  army  was  in  any  way  interested.  In  cases  before  alluded  to, 
in  which  the  United  States  were  interested,  through  their  agents, 


he  defended  the  intereBt  of  the  Gtovernment,  and  after  a  long  de- 
lay, was  paid  his  fee  for  so  doing.  No  complaint  was  made  for 
ihiSy  but  whien  an  officer  of  the  army,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
has  brought  suit  against  citizens  for  selling  whiskey  without 
license,  because  soldiers  were  the  purchasers  thereof,  for  defend- 
ing them  as  a  lawyer,  complaint  is  made.  To  prepare  for  the 
worst,  Mb.  Burnett  addressed  a  note  each  to  Qeh.  Stbbst,  Ool.  Mob- 
•AK,  the  Judges  and  Olerk  of  the  Court,  enquiring  as  to  his  con- 
duct in  his  professional  duties,  as  well  as  his  general  deportment 
in  his  official  course,  to  which  he  received  the  most  satisfactory 
and  flattering  answers. 

Gen.  Stbbet,  under  date  of  Dec.  2d,  1833,  says :  ''  I  received 
yours  of  to-day,  and  cannot  resist  the  opportunity  presented,  to 
assure  you  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  I  hold  you,  as  an  ami- 
able, intelligent  and  honorable  man ;  and  most  cheerfully  do  I 
bear  testimony  to  the  correct,  prompt,  and  vigilant  discharge  of 
your  duties,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government.  As  the'Snb-Agiant 
of  Indian  AfiEairs  at  the  agency,  your  official  duties,  when  not  per- 
formed in  obedience  to  orders  emanating  directly  from  me,  have 
mostly  passed  under  my  notice,  or  been  submitted  for  my  advice. 
The  duties  of  this  agency  have  been  greatly  increased  within  the 
last  two  years,  by  wars  and  murders  among  the  adjacent  tribes, 
and  subsequent  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  pro- 
duce a  general  peace  amongst  all  the  Indian  Nations  on  this  fron^ 
tier.  The  reckless  course  of  one  of  the  nations  at  war,  in  having 
wantonly  killed  two  Indians  belonging  to  the  tribes  under  the 
care  of  this  agency,  as  well  as  the  assembling  of  the  council  at 
Prairie  du  Ohien,  cast  upon  the  officers  of  this  agency  new  and 
additional  duties,  tedious,  difficult  and  laborious.  But  notwith- 
Btanding  the  personal  inconvenience,  the  new  and  peculiar  duties 
you  were  thus  subjected  to,  they  were  performed  faithfully,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  to  the  entire  sati'sfaction  of  the  com- 
nuBsioners. 

^^e  Indians  under  the  care'of  this  agency,  have  been  fully  and 
eoinpletely  conciliated,  and  from  being  the  most  savage,  warlike 
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and  ferocious  on  the  northern  frontier,  hare  become  the  moat 
gentle  and  harmlesB.  Since  you  arrived  at  the  agency,  I  feel  a 
high  gratification  in  saying,  that  every  official  duty  has  been  dis- 
charged by  you  with  a  faithful  and  untiring  vigilance,  that  de- 
mands my  most  unqualified  approbation,  ISTo  duty  has  been  neg- 
lected, or  attempted  to  be  evaded  from  personal  indulgence,  or 
professional  pursuits ;  but  a  peculiar  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government,  has  stamped  a  character  on  your  official 
course,  that  needs  only  to  be  examined,  to  be  appreciated  in  its 
proper  light  Not  have  your  labors  been  in  vain,  but  succeu 
has  crowned  them  in  several  instances,  bearing  strong  testimony 
to  the  faithful  exercise  of  official  duty.  Eesiding  with  me  as  a 
member  of  my  family,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  you  more  fully 
as  a  private  friend  and  public  officer.  As  a  man,  I  have  found 
you  amiable,  friendly  and  decisive ;  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  open^ 
candid,  liberal,  independent  and  manly. 

'^In  regard  to  the  particular  matter  of  complaint,  as  made 
through  Ool.  Morgan,  if  I  rightly  comprehend  it,  Capt.  Hasok 
complains  of  your  successful  defence  of  citizens  charged  with 
having  sold  spirituous  liquors  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Michigan 
Territory,  not  for  any  exceptionable  management  or  sinister  in- 
trigue— this,  Oapt.  Mason  or  any  other  person,  I  presume,  would 
not  venture  to  attribute  to  you ;  but  for  defending  them  as  a  law- 
yer. He  conceives,  I  understand,  that  in  accepting  the  office  of 
Sub-Indian  Agent,  you  had  deprived  yourself  of  the  privilege  of 
pursuing  your  profession  as  a  lawyer,  or  at  least  of  defending  any 
citizen  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  laws.  In  this  I  can  only  re- 
mark, we  differ  widely  in  opinion.  You  early  applied  for  obtain- 
ing my  coneent  to  practice  law,  unless  it  should  interfere  with 
your  official  duties.    As  yet  no  such  interference  has  occurred. 

'^  In  relation  to  the  particular  complaint,  feeling  no  particular 
interest  in  attending  the  session  of  a  county  court  held  by  two  un- 
learned men,  I  was  in  the  house  only  a  few  minutes  during  the 
term.  From  what  I  saw,  and  the  subsequent  representationa  of 
the  most  reputable  individuals,  I  feel  no  reluctance  in  declaring 
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that  your  couree  as  an  adroeate,  was  polite  and  deferential,  though 
uncompromising,  bold  and  energetic.^' 

Ool.  HoBOAN,  Dec.  3d,  1880,  says :  '^In  answer  to  yours  of  yes- 
terday, I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  yon,  that  yonr  course  at  the 
late  treaty  here,  and  since,  has  been  entirely  satifactory  to  me, 
both  as  it  respects  your  official  duties  and  private  deportment.  I 
have  not  heard  any  complaint  of  either.  The  point  in  controversy 
between  you  and  Capt.  Masok,  seems  to  be,  whether  you  have  a 
right  to  practice  your  profession,  or  not.  That  matter  can  easily 
be  adjusted  by  higher  authority."  The  Judges,  Olerk,  and  Prose 
cuting  Attorney  all  testified  that  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Bub- 
HETTin  the  cases  in  question,  as  well  as  generally,  ^^was  open, 
fair  and  honorable,  and  such  as  could  give  offence  to  no  man  what- 
ever,'^ as  they  should  suppose. 

Mr.  BuBiTETT  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
his  defence  against  these  charges,  with  the  letters  and  certificates 
alluded  to  above,  but  heard  no  more  from  them  till  near  two  years 
after.  In  the  meantime,  the  demeanor  of  Mr.  Bubnett  towards 
Oapt  Maj^on  was  such,  as  to  show  the  contempt  he  felt  for  the 
course  pursued  by  him,  a^  which  Mason  took  exceptions,  and  sent 
him  the  following  challenge,  dated  Jan.  9th,  1831 :  "Sir, — I  pre- 
sume from  your  manner  on  Sunday  last,  when  I  met  you  at  Mr. 
BsiSBOis',  that  you  feel  yourself  injured  or  aggrieved  by  some  can- 
duct  of  mine ;  if  so,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  give  you  honor- 
able satisfaction,  at  any  time  you  think  proper  to  call  for  it.  You 
cannot,  of  course,  mistake  my  meaning." 

Were  it  not  for  the  last  sentence  in  the  above,  it  might  be  easily 
construed  to  mean  the  "  amende  honordhle^'*  such  as  ought  to  be 
rendered  by  one  gentleman  to  another.  But  this  diplomatic 
double  meaning  so  plainly  shows  its  murderous  intent  in  the  last 
sentence,  that  no  mistake  could  be  made.  But  to  the  honor  of 
Mr.  BusKBiT,  he  treated  the  challenge,  as  every  man  of  high  moral 
courage  will — with  silent  contempt. 

Hearing  nothing  from  the  complaint  for  nearly  a  year,  Mr. 
BuBNXXT  wrote  to  his  friend,  Hon.  W.  T.  Babbt,  to  ascertain  the 
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result ;  in  answer  to  which  he  was  informed,  that  no  charges  had 
been  preferred  against  him,  though  his  answer  to  the  charges  had 
been  nearly  a  jear  in  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs.  Here  the  mat- 
ter rested,  in  statu  quo^  and  probably  [would  have  remained  so, 
the  officer  to  whom  it  was  sent  at  ^'  Head  Quarters,"  most  likelj 
thinking  the  matter  unworthy  of  notice ;  but  Capt.  Mason  would 
not  yield  the  point  so  easily,  and  accordingly  on  the  8th  of  July, 
1832,  wrote  fr*  m  St.  Louis  to  Major  Jonv  Gabland,  then  at  Wash- 
ington, to  '•  have  a  talk  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject." 
And  Mr.  Gabland,  himself  having  some  private  piq[ue  at  Mr. 
BuBKBTT,  appears  to  have  been  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  do  him 
an  injury;  and  accordingly  on  the  Slst  of  July,  1832,  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  endorsing  Capt.  Mason's  letter  to  him, 
which  greatly  enlarged  the  complaint,  affirming  that  the  charges 
were  true,  and  urging  that  they  might  be  investigated.  Upon 
this,  Mr.  KoBB,  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  wrote  to  Gen.  Clahk, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  It  seems  that  the  original 
complaint  was  entirely  lost,  not  having  reached  the  War  Depart- 
ment, being  most  probably  deemed  unworthy  of  notice.  But  now 
Major  Ga^land^s  urging  the  investigation  so  earnestly,  and  yet 
leaving  nothing  to  go  upon  but  the  fetter  of  Capt.  Mason,  the 
Major  added  what  was  not  true,  that  ''  the  work  on  the  new  gar- 
rison was  retarded  by  the  drunkenness  of  the  soldiers,  which 
drunkenness  occurred  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Bukneit's  defending 
the  whiskey-sellers." 

The  (fomplaint  was  now  made  in  fact  de  novoy  this  being  the 
first  knowledge  of  the  matter  at  the  War  Department,  and  Mr. 
RoBB  gave  it  its  proper  direction  by  sending  it  to  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Indian  Affairs,  who  in  turn  sent  it  to  Gen.  Steekt  for 
investigation,  nearly  two  years  after  the  cause  of  complaint  had 
occurred.  No  evidence  was  presented  to  sustain  the  complaint, 
except  the  bare  assertions  of  Capt.  Mason  and  Major  GablanBi 
hoih  ex  parte  ;  and  in  reply  to  these,  had  been  filed  in  the  office  the 
letters  and  certificates  heretofore  mentioned.  Mr.  Bubnett  did 
not  deny  the  defending  of  those  who  were  prosecuted  for  selling 
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liqnoT  without  license,  but  denied  that  his  holding  the  office  of 
Sub-Indian- Agent  cut  him  off  from  his  professional  privilegeSi 
and  he  denied  that  his  defending  those  men  was  the  cause  of  the 
drunkenness  of  the  soldiers,  or  that  the  work  of  the  garrison  was 
retarded  on  that  account.  The  defence  of  Mr.  Busnett,  addressed 
to  Gen.  Stbbbt,  is  lengthy,  but  as  it  gives  items  in  his  history  of 
which  we  have  no  other  means  of  knowing,  and  at  the  same  time 
embodies  an  able  legal  argument  and  defence,  with  a  correct 
history  of  the  case,  it  is  given  here  entire : 

"Sia: — In  the  investigation  which  you  are  making,  under 
the  orders  of  the  Department  of  War,  of  the  charges  against  me 
as  Sub-Indian  Agent  preferred  by  Capt.  Mason,  Nov.  3d,  1830, 
and  in  his  letter  to  Major  Garland  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  and 
Major  Garland's  letter  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  of  the  81st 
of  July  last,  endorsing  the  cbar^^es,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  submit  the  following  response : 

'^  Before  going  into  a  particular  examination  of  the  case,  I  will 
say,  without  hesitatiou  or  fear  of  contradiction,  and  challenge  a 
reference  to  all  or  any  who  have  been  acquainted  with  me  in  pub- 
lic or  private,  from  my  boyhood  t<:)  the  present  time ;  that  to  those 
who  have  known  and  understood  my  conduct,  official  or  other- 
wise, and  who  have  no  personal  feeling  to  gratify,  it  needs  not  the 
formal  ceremony  of  an  investigation,  and  the  production  of  testi- 
mony, to  satisfy  them  of  its  general  correctness,  and  of  my  dispo- 
tion  faithfully  to  discharge  any  duty  with  which  I  may  be  charg- 
ed. In  this  case  I  am  highly  gratified  that  after  so  tedious  a  de- 
lay since  the  origin  of  the  charges,  an  investigation  has  taken  place 
that  will  lay  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  before  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, confident  that  when  he  knows  the  whole  truth,  a  correct  de- 
cision will  be  given. 

^^  The  appointment  of  Sub-Indian  Agent  was  given  me  on  the 
15th  of  Oct.,  1829,  and  although  the  salary  is  a  mere  pittance,  it 
was  accepted  in  consideration  of  recent  misfortunes,  and  with  the 
expectation  of  being  able  to  render  a  situation  in  this  country  ul- 
timately advantageous.    On  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  that  monih| 
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I  was  bftdlj  crippled  bj  the  fjEdliog  of  the  wall  of  a  bumiikg  hoofie 
in  Faria,  £j.»  from  which  I  shall  neyer  entirelj  recover,  aad  so 
gzeat  was  the  iDJiuy  received,  that  mj  life  waa  despaired  oil  This 
too  was  the  result  of  mj  exertioDs  to  save  the  property  of  mj  fel- 
low citizens,  when  the  whole  town  was  threatened  with  immediate 
destracti^n,  and  where  I  had  not  a  dollar  in  jeopardj  from  the 
flames.  It  was  upwards  of  seven  months  before  I  was  able  to  re- 
gome  mj  business,  which  was  now  broken  up  from  my  protracted 
inability  to  attend  to  it  I  might  perhaps  in  time  hare  regained  it, 
bat  the  necessity  produced  by  my  misfortune  required  an  imme- 
diate supply  of  means,  and  within  five  days  after  I  could  wall: 
without  a  crutch,  I  started  for  this  place. 

^^  Upon  my  arrival  here,  you  were  so  fully  sensible  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  my  salary  to  the  services  to  be  performed,  that  I  re- 
ceived your  cordial  consent  to  pursue  the  practice  of  my  profes- 
sion, when  public  duty  did  not  require  my  attention.  I  have 
continued  to  do  so,  under  the  sanction  of  that  permission,  until 
the  present  period,  at  no  time  neglecting,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
any  official  duty  which  devolved  upon  me.  In  this  way,  I  have 
been  able  to  render  the  office  acceptable,  which  could  not  have 
been  so  from  the  salary  alone. 

"  The  first  term  of  the  County  Court  of  this  county,  after  my 
arrival,  commenced  the  1st  day  of  November,  1830.  At  that 
term  the  grand  jury  found  bills  against  Saicusl  Griffin,  a  licensed 
tavern-keeper,  for  selling  spirituous  liquors  on  Sunday;  against 
Chables  La  Points,  jun.,  and  several  others,  for  selling  in  less 
quantities  than  one  quart,  without  licenses ;  and  against  Johk 
DowLiNG,  a  licensed  tavern-keeper,  for  keeping  a  disorderly  house. 
In  the  most  of  these  cases,  if  not  all,  I  believe  that  Oapt  Mason 
was  the  prosecutor.  There  was  no  attorney  attending  the  court, 
except  Mr.  Dallum,  the  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  myself.  I  was 
employed  by  Griffin  and  Dowlino  to  defend  them,  and  the 
court  assigned  me  as  counsel  for  La  Pointr,  in  consideration  of 
his  circumstances.  These  were  all  the  prosecutionB  that  I  defend- 
ed at  that  or  any  other  term  of  the  court,  and  I  have  never  been 
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concerned  in  any  way,  in  the  defence  of  any  otlier  prosecutions 
of  the  kind  before  any  tribunal  in  this  county,  except  a  single 
case  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  near  a  year  afterwards. 

^^  There  was  nothing  in  any  of  these  indictments,  or  in  the 
proof  upon  the  trials,  which  rendered  my  appearance  in  the  cases 
incompatible  with  my  duties  as  an  agent  of  the  government — 
They  were  charges  of  simple  offences  against  the  laws  of  the 
Territory,  without  the  remotest  connection  with  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  order  or  usage  of  the  Department,  to  which 
I  am  attached.  It  is  true,  that  Capt.  Mason  attended  the  court 
daily ,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  poor  and  ignorant  inhab- 
itants of  the  place,  with  a  host  (as  he  would  probably  say)  of  sol- 
diers attending  his  call  as  witnesses,  aided  by  the  vigilance  and 
faithful  attention  of  the  Prosecuting  Attorney ;  and  that  in  most,  ^ 
if  not  all,  of  the  cases,  it  came  out  in  proof  upon  the  trial,  that 
some  soldier  had  participated  in  the  act  for  which  the  defendant 
was  prosecuted.  But  I  know  of  no  law,  I  understand  no  duty, 
which  will  require  me  to  keep  silence  in  a  court  of  justice,  be- 
cause Oapt  Mason  or  any  other  officer  of  the  army  may  think 
proper  to  come  forward  and  charge  a  citizen  with  an  offence 
against  the  laws  of  the  country,  wholly  disconnected  with  my 
official  station. 

'^  The  fii'st  intimation  that  I  received,  that  the  slightest  except 
tions  were  taken  to  my  conduct  in  this  matter,  was  on  the  evening 
of  the  third  day  of  the  court,  after  adjournment,  when  Capt.  Ma- 
son showed  me  his  communication  to  Ool.  Mobgan  of  that  date, 
Nov.  8rd,  1830,  which  he  did,  as  he  said,  to  satisfy  me  that  he  had 
no  personal  feeling.  I  thought  it  strange  that  any  one,  who  com- 
prehended  my  duties,  should  entertain  the  views  of  the  subject 
which  he  expressed,  and  requested  him  to  furnish  mo  with  a  copy 
of  his  communication,  which  he  promised  to  do  on  the  next  day. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  court  on  the  next  day,  I  called  on  him  for 
the  promised  copy,  and  he  promised  it  that  day.  That  was  the 
last  I  heard  from  him  on  the  subject  for  several  weeks.  I  left  for 
Fort  Winnebago  on  the  17th,  under  the  impression  tliat  the 
85 


274 

charges  had  been  abandoned,  as  a  copy  had  not  been  fumishedj 
and  as  Col.  Morgan  bad  told  mo  that  be  did  not  agree  witji  Capt 
ILksoN  npon  the  snbject  On  raj  return,  I  was  surprised  to  learn 
that  the  charges  had  been  preferred,  and  forwarded  to  the  Depart- 
ment. I  obtained  from  my  accuser,  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  nearly 
a  month  after  it  had  been  promised,  and  two  weeks  afrer  it  had 
been  forwarded,  in  my  absence. 

"I  lost  no  time  in  preparing  and  forwarding  my  defence  to 
Washington.  I  also  sent  a  copy  of  the  chargers,  lest  they  sliould 
be  lost  on  the  wav.     I  heard  no  mure  uf  the  matter,  till  I  visited 
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Washington  in  December,  1831,  when  I  found  that  no  charges 
had  been  filed  in  the  office  against  me.  I  lemaincHl  in  Washing- 
ton till  the  20th  of  February,  1S32,  and  during  a  portion  of  my 
stay,  Mflj«jr  6abla:«d  was  in  the  city ;  yet  while  I  was  there,  and 
my  defence  supported  by  documents  not  to  be  refuted,  and  on  file 
in  the  Indian  Office,  no  move  was  made  against  me  in  the  case ; 
and  a  few  days  before  I  left  the  city,  I  withdrew  my  defence,  con- 
sidering it  unnecessarily  there. 

^^  Capt.  Mason,  I  believe,  visited  Washington  in  the  spring,  but 
took  no  steps  to  call  up  the  investigation  while  there ;  bnt  on  bis 
return  to  the  frontier,  he  wrote  from  St  Lonis  to  Mnjur  Gablahs^ 
to  revive  tlie  matter.  This  brought  the  matter  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  July  31st,  1832,  fur  the  first  time.  This  revival  of 
the  matter,  it  will  be  recollected,  after  so  long  a  time  had  elapsed, 
and  opportunities,  for  a  full  and  fair  investigation  had  passed, 
took  place  when  the  Indian  war  was  raging  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
place,  and  the  whole  of  both  your  time  and  mine  was  incessantly 
engaged,  often  in  the  night  as  well  as  in  the  day,  in  the  discharge 
of  paramount  public  duties ;  while  Major  Gabi.ano,  snugly  seated 
in  his  Bureau^  could  manage  the  charges,  secure  from  the  dan- 
gers or  toils  incident  to  a  frontier  station. 

<Trom  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary,  of  the 
26th  of  September,  1 832,  it  appears  that  the  original  commonica- 
tion  ot  Oapt.  Masov  to  Col.  Mosgak,  has  at  length  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  the  Department,  and  the  chaig#s  therein  ogiitaiiied 
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can  now  be  met    This  I  shall  do  fallj  and  fairly ;  and  while*I 
shall  endeavor  to  correct  any  nnjnst  inferences  which  may  possi-  ^' 
bly  be  drawn  from  the  very  general  nature  of  his  statementS|  I 
shall  not  deny,  evade  or  palliate  any  thing  that  I  have  done. 

"  It  will  be  perceived,  that  Capt.  Mason  does  not  charge  me 
with  a  breach  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Terri- 
tory ;  he  does  not  charge  me  with  disobedience  of  any  order  or 
instrnction  emanating  from  any  authority  I  was  bound  to  obey; 
he  does  not  charge  me  with  a  breach  of  any  custom  or  usage  of 
the  Department;  nor  does  he  charge  me  with  any  mal-practices 
in  my  profession.  It  is  not  pretended  that  any  act  of  this  kind 
has  occurred.  lie  makes  a  general  charge,  that  cannot  be  referred 
to  any  law  or  preceden^,  order  or  custom,  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, for  decision.  Tie  says  only,  **  that  whilst  the  oflBcers  of 
'^  the  army  at  this  post,  arc  striving  to  prevent  drunkenness  among 
"  the  soldiers,  and  are  prosecnting,  before  the  civil  courts,  various 
"persons  for  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  contrary  to 
"  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  that  Mr.  Burnbti^,  Sub  Indian  Agent, 
"  an  officer  of  another  department  of  the  Government,  is  throwing 
"his  weight  in  the  opposite  scale,  by  appearing  before  the  conrta, 
"  and  defending  the  persons  who  thus  offend  against  the  law,  and 
"  who  have  annoyed  us  so  much."  He  concludes  with  a  general 
charge  of  aiding  the  whUJcey-sdlera^  and  thereby  opposing  the 
exertions  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  in  endeavoring  to  keep  the 
men  sober. 

"  When  the  facts  upon  which  the  charge  is  founded  are  under- 
stood, it  amounts  simply  to  the  question — have  I  a  right,  holding 
the  appointment  of  Sub-Indian  Agent,  to  practice  the  profession 
of  the  law  ?  This  is  the  view  which  Col.  Morgan  took  of  the  sub- 
ject at  the  time,  and  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinic  n  that  I  had  the 
right.  Capt.  Mason  represents  that  the  prosecutions  were  ^<  for 
selling  spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers  contrary  to  a  law  of  th$ 
Territory^  Now  the  truth  is,  there  w»s  no  law  of  the  Territory 
in  existence  at  that  time,  which  prohibite  i  the  selling  of  spirita- 
ona  liquors  to  soldiers  any  more  than  to  other  persons,  as  a  ref(^^ 
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ence  to  the  Btatutes  then  in  force  will  prove.    Capt  Mabov  web 
himself  the  individual  and  onlj  prosecutor  in  the  cases  in  qnes- 
tion ;  no  other  officers  of  the  arrwy  at  this  poet  were  known  to  me 
in  that  attitudoi  nor  do  the  records  of  the  court  show  it  The  whole 
of  my  practicei  which  he  considers  a  breach  of  my  public  duty, 
took  place  in  the  Crawford  county  court,  and  at  one  term  only  of 
the  courty  and  not  before  the  ciyil  courts  of  the  country ;  and  the 
usurious  persons  whom  I  had  defended  at  that  time,  consisted  of 
two  individuals  only,  Gsiffin  and  LaPointe,  and  to  one  of  them, 
La.  Fointe,  the  court  assigned  me  as  counsel.    The  indictment 
against  Gbiffin,  charged  him  as  an  inn-keeper,  with  selling  differ- 
ent liquors  on  Sunday,  to  divers  persons,  whose  names  were  un- 
known to  the  grand  jury,  the  selling  on  that  particular  day  being 
made  an  offence  in  a  tavern-keeper  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 
The  indictment  against  La  Fointe  was  for  selling  spirituous  liquors 
without  a  license ;  and  that  against  Dowling  was  for  ^^  keeping  a 
disorderly  house."    In  neither  indictment  was  a  word  said  about 
^^  selling  to  soldiers."    Dowliko's  case  came  on  the  day  after  the 
oharge  was  made  out,  the  4th,  so  that  Gbiffin  and  La  Foihtb 
were  the  only  ones  whom  I  had  defended  at  the  date  of  the  com- 
plaint.   CapL  Mason  makes  a  further  general  charge  of  defeating 
the  expectations  of  the  Government,  in  conferring  upon  me  the 
small  office  which  I  hold,  and  with  aiding  the  whiskey-sellers, 
&c. 

^^  How  far  I  may  have  fultilled,  in  the  discharge  of  my  public 
duties,  all  reasonable  expectations  of  the  Government  or  citizens, 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  say.  I  leave  that  for  you  to  decide,  because 
all  my  official  acts,  both  before  and  since  these  charges,  have  been 
made  under  your  own  observation,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied, 
that  you  would  not  have  sanctioned,  or  tolerated  in  me  a  course, 
that  could  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  duty.  As  to  the 
charge  of  aiding  the  whiskey-sellers,  a  criminal  law  advocate  who 
had  defended  one  on  his  trial  for  murder,  could  with  f&  much 
justice,  truth  and  propriety,  be  charged  with  being  the  aider  of 
the  murder.    It  was  evident  in  all  these  cases,  that  they  did  not 
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involvei  in  any  way,  our  Indian  relations.  If  they  had ;  if  ladi- 
ans  had  obtained  the  liqnor,  or  had  they  been  riotous  in  Dowubto's 
house,  I  should  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  or  either  of 
them.  To  know  this  for  a  certainty,  I  enquired  of  the  Prosecuting  • 
Attorney,  if  any  testimony  connecting  either  case  with  the  Indi- 
ans or  Indian  affairs,  had  been,  or  would  be  presented.  He  said 
there  would  not. 

^<  It  has  been  before  stated,  that  Mr.  Daixum,  the  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  myself  were  the  only  members  of  the  bar  in  atten- 
dance at  that  term  of  the  court.  It  would  therefore  seem  to  have 
been  th%  wish  of  Oapt.  Mason,  that  those  whom  he  saw  fit  to 
prosecute,  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  counsel  to  defend  them. 
But  the  Constitution  of  the  country  guarantees  to  every  one  ac- 
cused, the  right  of  counsel  to  defend  him..  The  people  of  this 
place,  however  poor  and  ignorant,  have  not  forfeited  their  consti- 
tutional privileges.  This  is  their  right,  as  well  as  the  highest  in 
the  land.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  absence  of  all  other  attorneys 
from  the  court,  or  even  the  assignment  of  myself  by  the  court  as 
counsel,  would  have  justified  me  in  a  positive  breach  of  duty.  I 
do  not  expect  or  wish  to  shelter  myself  under  any  such  plea. 
But  I  do  contend,  that  when  law,  order,  regulations,  customs  and 
instructions  are  all  silent  upon  the  subject ;  or,  so  far  as  they  do 
exist,  favor  the  exercise  of  my  profession  in  the  manner  that  it 
was  exercised,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  form  a  strong 
reason  why  I  should  act  as  I  did. 

"  In  support  of  the  facts  herein  above  stated,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  documents  which  I  once  before  forwarded  to  the  De- 
partment upon  the  same  subject,  and  which  were  on  file  there 
about  fourteen  months.  'The  testimony  here  offered,  will  sustain 
every  material  fact  I  have  stated,  and  is  of  a  character  not  to  be 
refuted.'* 

Oapt.  Mason,  in  his  letter  to  Major  Garl.vnd  of  July  8th,  1833, 
attempts  to  implicate  the  character  of  the  Judges  and  Clerk,  as 
being  notorious  whiskeyseU&ir^y  thereby  to  destroy  the  force  of 
their  testimony  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.'   Mr.  Bttbnsit's  re- 
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;  ifponae  to  tiliiBi  is  omitted  as  anneceBsary  to  the  queBtion  at  issue. 
Bat  it  shows  the  doBperate  means  retorted  to  by  Capt.  Mason,  to 

,gratifj  personal  reyengOi  because  be  could  not  accomplish  his 
wishes  in  the  premises.    Both  Oapt.  Mason  and  Major  Gabland 

;  affirm  things  in  their  charges  which  are  proved  not  to  be  true,  in 
the  response,  but  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  copy. 

The  determined  and  dogged  zeal  with  which  the  two  officers  of 
,the  army  followed  Mr.  Burnett  in  this  matter,  might  have  been 
commendable  in  a  cause  demanding  it ;  but  to  follow  a  man  of 
Mr.  BuBNsrr's  known  reputation,  on  a  charge  of  so  trifling  and 
unfounded  a  nature,  evinces  a  degree  of  venom  not  at  all  com- 
mendable in  any  man.  Nor  is  it  at  all  agreeble  to  the  fine  feel- 
ings of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Burnett,  to  be  thus  prosecuted  from 

.year  to  year,  with  no  other  cause  for  it  than  the  revengeful  feel- 
jmgs  of  disappointed  pride  of  opinion.  But  the  end  of  the  matter 
is  not  yet. 

On  the  16th  of  Feb.,  1833,  Elbsbt  Hebsing,  Ck)mmissioner  of 

.  Indian  Affairs,  wrote  Mr.  Burnett  as  follows :  '^  The  charges  pre- 
ferred against  you  by  Oapt.  Mason,  your  reply  and  the  document- 
ary evidence,  have  been  referred  to  this  office  for  examination 
and  report.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform 
you,  that  he  acknowledges  with  much  pleasure,  the  excellence  of 
your  character,  and  the  ability  and  zeal  manifested  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  as  Sub-Agent,  and  though  he  disclaims  all 
inclination  and  right  to  interfere  with  the  fair  exercise  of  your 
professional  talents,  he  expects  and  must  insist  upon  a  cordial  co- 
operation  in  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to  enforce  the  laws, 
and  punish  offenders.  He  cannot  perceive  that  co-operation,  where 
an  officer  of  Government  appears  as  the  public  apologist  or  de- 
fender of  the  violators  of  the  law.  Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the 
cases  defended  by  you  did  not  occur  in  the  Indian  country,  and 
that  strictly  speaking,  they  had  no  relation  to  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, still  year  defence  of  them  has  been  productive  of  unplea- 
sant consequences.  Collision  has  taken  place  between  yoorfelf 
and  some  offiqers  ot  the  army ;  and  instead  of  harmonious  action 
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to  promote  tlie  policy  of  the  Government,  crimination  and  recrim- 
ination  have  been  resorted  to,  weakening  its  influence  and  resist- 
ing its  operation. 

"The  practice,  therefore,  of  publicly  defending  persons  accused 
of  unlawfully  introducing,  vending  or  using  ardent  spirits,  is  con- 
sidered inconsistent  with  your  duty  as  Sub-Agent,  and  ii  Is  confi* 
dently  trusted,  that  thid  intimation  from  the  Department  will  pre- 
Tent  a  repetition  of  the  practice." 

To  this  decision  Mr.  Bubneit  took  decided  exceptions,  and  re- 
monstrated in  the  following  letter,  ad^iressed  to  Mr.  Commissioner 
Hbrring,  dated  April  I8th,  1S38,  to  which  he  received  no  an- 
swer: 

"Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  of  February,  communicating  to  me  the  decision 
given  at  the  Department,  upon  the  charges  preferred  against  me 
by  Capt.  Masok.  It  is  with  much  regret,  that  I  perceive  in  that 
letter,  wh&t  seems  to  me  to  be  an  indirect  censure  upon  the 
transaction  which  had  been  made  the  subject  of  complaint,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  restrictive  rule  for  the  future  government 
of  my  official  conduct.  I  had  flattered  myself,  that  I  had  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  by  the  testimony  of  those 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  my  acts,  both  public  and  private, 
and  a  reference  to  the  only  authorities  to  which  I  had  ever  been 
directed  to  look  for  the  definition  and  regulation  of  my  duties, 
that  I  had,  in  every  instance,  performed  everything  that  could 
reasonably  have  been  required  of  a  Sub-Agent  for  Indian  Afiairt. 
And  I  expected,  that  if  I  were  mistaken  in  this  supposition,  and 
it  fihould  be  considered  by  the  Honorable  Secretary,  that  I  had 
violated  any  rule  of  public  duty,  a  direct  decision  to  that  effect 
would  be  given.  A  charge  had  been  made  against  me.  I  had 
responded  to  i*;,  and  the  cause  was  submitted,  upon  testimony,  to 
the  proper  authority  for  decision.  Either  the  complainant  or  the 
respondent  was  wrotig  in  the  position  assumed,  and  I  wished  to 
'Ifibow  which  ;  and  I  humbly  conceive,  that  I  was  justifiable  in 
'tep^etltig  a  decision  npon  the  issue.    This  I  have  not  been  able 
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to  perceive  in  the  commnnication  which  70a  have  addrened  to 
me. 

The  infonnation  giren  in  jonr  letter,  that  it  is  the  dnty  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  that  it  is  a  duty  in  which  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Govemment  most  coK>perate,  to  become  informers  and 
prosecutors  nnder  the  mnnicipal  code  of  a  State  or  Territory,  is 
the  first  that  I  hare  ever  receired  of  the  existence  and  concur- 
rence  of  such  a  daty.  The  principle  may  be  one  that  has  hereto- 
fore been  practiced  upon,  but  I  hare  looked  in  vain  for^a  prece- 
dent. It  is  possible,  that  ^e  circumscribed  sphere  of  my  public 
acts,  and  my  limited  Imowledge  of  the  practical  operations  of 
Government,  Lave  kept  mc  in  ignorance  of  a  rule  of  official  duty, 
so  important  in  its  application  to  the  conduct  of  public  officers. — 
It  had  been  my  opinioD,**  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
that  the  civil  departments  of  the  Government,  either  general  or 
local,  were  provided  with  sufficient  and  competent  officers  to  ad- 
minister the  laws  of  the  country,  and  that  in  that  administration, 
the  only  legitimate  duty  resting  upon  the  military  departnftnt 
was,  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  when  they  should  be  found  too 
weak  to  execute  them.  If  in  forming  this  opinion,  I  had  been  led 
into  error,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  is  an  error  into 
which  any  one,  with  the  lights  before  him,  that  I  have  received, 
would  most  likely  have  fallen ;  especially  when  it  is  borne  iu  mind, 
that  a  different  principle  of  duty  is  essentially  variant  from  all  ob- 
vious purposes,  for  the  organization  of  either  the  Army  or  Indian 
Department,  or  any  published  regulations  for  the  government  of 
either.  If  the  converse  of  the  opinion  which  I  had  formed  upon 
this  subject,  be  correct,  I  would  suggest  the  extremely  unpleas- 
ant situation  in  which  I  should  be  placed,  should  it  be  required  of 
me,  as  an  act  of  duty,  to  co-operate  with  an  officer  of  the  Army  in 
the  prosecution  of  any  citizen,  for  an  alleged  petty  offence 
against  the  municipal  laws  of  the  Territory,  in  a  case  where  it 
should  be  known,  that  the  prosecution  originated  in  malice  or  ig- 
norance, passion  or  prejudice.  The  officers  of  the  army  are  man, 
and  being  men,  they  are  subject  as  others,  to  the  influence  of  the 
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passionB,  prejadioeB  and  weakneaseB  of  hamanity,  of  which  it 
woxdd  not  be  difficnlt  to  fdrnish  examples.  In  making  this  state- 
ment, I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  militaiy.  There  is  no  one  who 
holds  that  honorable  profession  in  higher  estimation  than  myself, 
or  who  is  more  sensible  of  the  many  brilliant  enmples  of  worth 
and  talent  of  which  the  army  of  oar  country  can  boast  I  only 
atate  a  self-evident  ftct,  for^the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  subject. 

You  observe,  that  the  Honorable  Secretary  cannot  perceive  the 
necessary  co-operation,  ^^  when  an  officer  of  the  Qovemment  ap- 
pears as  the  public  apologist  or  defender  of  the  violators  of  the 
law."  Pardon  me.  Sir,  for  I  must  say,  that  Iha^e  nsv&r  in  all 
my  Ufe  appeared  as  eUher  the  pvblio  or  prvoate  apciogiet  cf  the 
violatore  of  the  law.  The  distinction,  in  all  common  parlance,  be- 
tween an  apology  and  a  legal  defence,  is  too  obvious  to  a  mind  of 
philosophical  reflection  or  legal  attainments,  to  require  illustra- 
tion. An  honest  man  may  scorn  to  be  concerned  in  the  one,  while 
he  may  undertake  the  other  according  to  every  principle  of  honor, 
virtue  and  morality. 

You  say  to  me,  '^  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  cases  defended 
by  you,  did  not  occur  in  the  Indian  country,  and  that,  strictly 
speaking,  they  bad  no  relation  to  the  Indian  Department,  still 
your  defence  oi'  them  has  been  productive  of  unpleasant  conse- 
quences." Again,  Sir,  I  must  beg  your  indulgence.  I  cannot 
perceive  that  it  is  at  all  necessary,  that  a  proposition  should  be 
grantedj  the  verity  of  which  is  demonstrated  by  the  history  and 
legislation  of  the  country,  and  by  testimony  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. The  legal  character  of  the  country  where  acts  referred 
to  transphred,  is  established  by  the  history  and  legislatioii  of  the 
GK)vemment.  The  precise  nature  of  the  transaction,  is  explained 
and  made  manifest  by  positive  and  incontestible  testimony.  But 
if  the  transaction  has  been  productive  of  unpleasant  consequences, 
I  would  most  respectfully  ask — am  I  chargeable  with  them  ?  If 
aiiy  one  officer  of  the  army,  or  other  person,  shall  see  fit  volun- 
tarily to  bring  himself  into  collision  with  me,  while  I  am  in  the 
exercise  of  a  natural  right  secured  to  me  by  the  laws  of  the  coun- 

36 


S82 

trjs  ftod  resort  to  criminatioa  for  the  purpose  of  prejudieiDg  mj 
relations  with  the  Goyemment,  can  I,  upon  any  principle  of  jag- 
tioe,  be  held  accountable  for  the  act,  or  the  effects  which  it  may 
prodace  J  And  can  an  act  of  mine,  right  in  itself,  jastlj  be  de- 
cided to  be  wrong,  because  it  may  be  found  to  hare  given  dis- 
pleasure to  particular  indiyiduals }  If  re-crimination  has  followed 
upon  crimination,  so  &r  as  it  has  been  resorted  to,  it  hai»  in  my 
humble  opinion,  been  fully  justified  by  the  system  of  persecution 
which  has  been  pursued  against  me,  and  the  gross  misrepresents- 
tions  that  have  been  made  of  my  conduct  It  is  impossible  for 
these  misrepresentations  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one, 
who  will  cast  his  eye  over  the  charge,  and  the  response,  and  the 
testimony  in  the  case ;  and  if  I  had  tamely  submitted  to  the 
fraud ;  if  I  had  £ailed  to  repel  the  inflaence  which  it  was  designed 
to  have  upon  the  decision  of  the  Department,  I  should  consider 
myself  unworthy  of  the  trust  of  the  Government,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  my  countrymen.  And  yet,  this  gross  and  enormous  fea- 
ture of  the  transaction  has,  for  anght  that  I  know,  passed  without 
animadversion,  while  I  am  rebuked  for  collisions  and  unpleasant 
consequences  that  have  been  forced  upon  me. 

I  am  told  that  these  collisions  and  unpleasant  consequences,  in 
the  production  of  which  I  have  been  a  party  concerned,  have 
weakened  the  influence  of  the  Government,  and  resisted  its  oper> 
ations.  I  trust  I  shall  be  believed  when  I  say,  that  there  is  no 
man  in  the  country  who  would  regret  more  deeply  than  myself, 
the  commission  of  an  act  calculated  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
the  Government,  and  resist  its  operations.  I  had  hoped  that  the 
Honorable  Secretary  was  sufliciently  satisfled  by  proofs  that  my 
humble  abilities  had  been  exerted  to  the  utmost,  to  further  the 
views  and  operations  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  they  had  been 
made  known  to  me.  I  feel  conscious  of  unceasing  efforts  to  ren- 
der the  Government  my  b^st  services;  and  it  is  painful  to  receive 
this  intimation,  the  first  that  has  reached  me  from  any  source  en- 
titled to  consideration,  that  instead  of  doing  what  I  thought  I  had 


donei  and  what  I  know  I  desigoed  to  do,  mj  acts  have  tended  to 

thwart  the  Government,  and  weaken  its  inflaence. 
Without  going  into  a  detail  of  former  years,  I  will  state  some 

jof  the  hard  Bervices  which  I  performed  duriog  the  last  aeaaon — 
,a  season  pregnant  with  distress  to  this  frontier.  From  my  return 
^ to  this  agency,  in  the  spring  of  Uiat  year,  after  a  visit  to  my  family 
^^d  friends  in  Kentucky,  until  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war, 

I  underwent  the  most  unremitting  toil  and  exertion,  in  the  dis- 
-rjbhorge  of  my  public  duties,  and  I  feel  justified  in  saying,  there 
.  was  no  one  in  any  station  in  this  vicinity,  who  was  not  actually  in 

the  campaign,  who  endured  more  fatigue,  who  performed  more 
^laborious  and  hard  service  in  the  public  cause,  than  I  did.  About 
-the  first  ef  June,  I  visited,  by  direction  of  the  Indian  Agent,  the 
'^Winnebago  and  Sioux  villages  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  band  of  warriors,  to  send  to  the  aid  of  Gton. 
^^TKiNsox,  at  his  request.  I  succeeded  in  the  object  of  the  ezpe- 
p|lition,  and  returned  to  this  place  in  six  days  with  about  one  hun- 
|rired  and  fifty  warriors.  Soon  after  it  was  known  here,  that  the 
l^hoslile  Indians  had  been  forced  to  cross  the  Wisconsin,  and  were 
qpoaking  their  way  towards  the  Mississippi,  I  was  sent  by  the 
l^lgent  on  two  different  trips  to  the  Winnebagoes  above  this  post, 
c^jfixr  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  them  with  their  canoes  to  this 
r  Agency,  before  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  should  reach  the  Mississippi. 
g^Chese  measures  were  also  successful;  and  although  I  went  in 
^/Company  with  a  military  command  from  Fort  Crawford,  I  have 
^Ao  hesitation  in  saying,  from  my  knowledge  of  those  Indians,  and 
K^m  my  observations  while  amongst  them,  that  if  I  had  not  gone, 
^,the  success  would  not  have  been  complete,  unless  the  Agent  had 
^.-attended  to  the  business  in  person.  I  spent  the  whole  night  pre- 
^oediug  the  battle  of  the  Bad  Ax,  in  aiding  the  preparation  of 
«^  expedition  to  be  sent  up  on  board  the  steamboat  Warrior^ 
^.jWhich  had  just  c<jme  down  with  information  that  the  hostile  In- 
^'diaus  had  reached  the  shore  of  the  Mississippi.  I  visited  the 
.  Meuomonee  camp  at  midnight,  and  collected  a  small  party  of 
;  warriors,  supplied  them  with  ammunition,  and  got  them,  with  an 
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Soon  after  tlie  close  of  the  campaign,  I  was  diBpatdfa 
Lonis,  at  an  nnhealthy  season  of  the  year,  and  at  a  ti 
the  whole  coast  below  was  panic-stricken  at  the  appe 
the  cholera  npon  our  borders,  and  when  I  returned,  the  i 
was  making  its  most  dreadful  ravages  at  Kock  Island, 
way  down,  I  communicated  to  Gen.  Scott,  then  at  that 
first  intelligence  he  had  of  the  capture  of  Black  Hawi 
Pbophet.  By  the  time  I  again  reached  the  agency,  I  w 
prostrated  with  fatigae.  I  had  endured  four  months  of 
incessant  labor  in  the  public  service,  at  the  cost  of  mfl 
steepless  nights,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  time,  thi 
my  health  was  so  feeble,  that  under  other  circnmstances. 
scarcely  have  justified  the  most  ordinary  exertion.  I  < 
tend  to  make  even  a  suggestion  as  to  what  has  been  th( 
all  these  hard  services,  and  the  proportion  which  they  b( 
compensation.  I  only  state  the  fhcts,  and  in  doing  sc 
the  consciousness  which  I  feel,  that  throughout  all  the 
labor,  I  was  animated  by  an  ardent  and  sincere  desire  to 
the  Sest  interests  of  my  country ;  and  that  then,  and  at 
times,  instead  of  contributfng  to  "  resist  the  operation 
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I  this  frontieri  either  in  the  closet,  the  camp,  oiithe  field  ;  yet,  I 
^  proudly  conscious  of  having  done  aU  tJuU  was  ever  requi/red 
'  me^  and  of  having  done  it  promptly  and  faithfully,  according 
ifliejbest  of  my  poor  abilities;  and  if  my  country  has  derived 
m  benefit  from  my  labors,  I  am  content.  I  know  how  little  the 
Iplications  of  those  times  have  been  calculated  to  give  the  peo- 
li^rrect  information  of  the  character  of  the  war  and  its  opera- 
Ijjis.  Their  history  has  been  made  up  too  much  of  exaggerated 
l^ievements,  and  concealed  or  palliated  defaults,  of  fulsome 
Uation,  and  gross  and  unmerited  censure,  to  give  the  public  a 
fenct  knowledge  of  the  transactions ;  and  had  I  have  occupied 
■Qore  conspicuous  station,  I  think  I  should  have  felt  as  little 
^tious  of  obtaining  the  frothy  notices  current  at  the  time,  as 
sure  I  do  now.  But  what  I  desired,  what  I  thought  I  had  a 
it  to  expect,  was,  when  I  had  served  my  country  to  the  utmost 
it  which  my  situation  enabled  me  to  do,  at  the  expense  of  a 
sn  of  labor  and  fatigue  that  few  men  under  the  circumstances 
d  endure,  the  humble  merit  of  having  done  my  duty  would 
icorded  to  me,  without  the  censure  of  having  contributed  to 
it  the  operations  of  the  Government. 

le  rule  which  has  been  established  by  the  Honorable  Secretary 
limy  special  government  in  future,  seems  to  me,  with  all  due 
mce  to  the  high  authority  from  which  it  has  proceeded,  te 
unequal  and  unjust  in  its  discriminating  character,  and  ii;i  its 
idgment  of  my  rights.  I  would  respectfully  ask,  what  are  the 
ins  for  establishing  a  principle  by  which  I  am  directed  to  re- 
my  future  actions,  which,  so  far  as  I  can  perceive,  does  not 
to  any  other  officer  of  the  Department!  And  if  the  reason 
||not  be  found,  wherein  consists  the  justice  of  the  discrimina- 
1  I  trust,  Sir,  that  upon  reflection,  you  will  be  sensible  of  the 
leasant  sensations  which  the  establishing  of  discriminating 
and  individual  applications  of  them,  are  justly  calculated  to 
in  the  mind  of  the  public  officer  who  is  made  the  subject 
ll^eir  operation;  and  that  you  will  be  convinced,  that  they 
Mtld  be  resorted  to  in  extraordinary  cases  only.    But,  Sir,  I 
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hnmbly  contend,  ifiat  the  prohibition  to  practice  in  a  State  or 
Territorial  court,  in  cases  arising  under  the  local  laws  of  the  State 
or  Territory,  which  hare  no  p-^ssible  relation  or  bearing  npon  In- 
dian affairs,  is  r.ot  a  legitimate  restriction  to  lay  npon  an  officer 
of  the  Indian  Department.  TThi'e  I  contend  for  th!5  principle,! 
flay  to  yon  most  sincerely,  that  it  is  n.jt  becanse  I  think,  that  I 
flhonid  be  bp*iefittcd  one  dollar  by  a  chin^e  of  *!ie  regulation.  It 
is  now  more  than  eighteen  months  since  I  hare  bo-n  engaged  ini 
single  case  embraced  in  the  rn!e,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  few 
or  none  would  again  occur  should  it  cease  to  operate.  Since  the 
first  Monday  in  November  last,  I  have  been  performing  the  duties 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  this  county,  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  I  shall  continue  to  perform  tho?e  duties  so  l^ng  as  I  continue 
at  this  place.  It  U  not,  therefore,  from  any  desire  or  expectatios 
of  gain,  that  I  ask  for  a  recision  of  the  rule,  but  for  the  reason 
alone,  that,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  restricts  my  natural  rights  sxti 
privileges.  HAMPni-y  resisted  the  levying  of  the  illega!  tax,  not 
because  the  payment  would  impoverish  him,  but  because  submia* 
sion  would  make  him  a  slave.  While  I  am  prohibted  the  privil- 
ege  that  has  been  denied  me,  I  feel  that  I  have  been  deprived  of 
one  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  secured  to  every  citizen  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  every  other  officer  of  the  Government.  And  if  I  maj 
be  legally  deprived  of  this,  what  security  is  there  for  the  otherel 
The  Honorable  Secretary  disclaims  all  right  to  interfere  with  the 
fair  exercise  of  my  professional  talents ;  but  what  shall  be  cona- 
dered  a  fair  exercise  of  them,  I  cannot  know  until  his  decision 
shall  be  had.  If  one  class  of  cases  may  be  rightfully  prohibited, 
may  not  another  and  another,  until  the  whole  shall  be  swept  from 
me;  and  a  profession  which  I  have  acquired  under  privatioui 
and  disadvantages  that  few  men  have  encountered,  rendered  whol* 
ly  useless  f  I  wish  to  be  understood — I  do  not  indulge  in  any 
present  anticipations  of  this  kmd,  I  only  extend  the  prmciple  to 
flhow  the  length  to  which  it  will  lead,  if  it  shall  be  finally  eatab- 
lished,  whenever  it  shall  come  to  be  acted  npon  by  a  less  liberal 
head  of  the  Department. 
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For  the  reaooDS  whioh  I  baye  given,  I  flatter  myself  with  the 
hope,  that  if  the  Honorable  Secretary  will  do  me  the  faror  to  give  - 
the  caae  a  second  examinatiooi  he  will  perceive,  that  I  have  not 
merited  the  censnre  contained  in  your  letter,  and  that  I  cannot  be 
jnstly  Bubjeoted  to  the  mle  which  has  been  established  for  the  fa- 
tnre  A:egalation  of  my  duty  as  Sab- Agent  at  this  place ;  I  therefore, 
most  reBpectfully  ask,  that  he  will  re  consider  the  eabject,  and 
that  I  luay  be  made  acquainted  with  his  ultimate  determination. 
In  considering  this  communication,  I  trust  that  the  sentiments 
advuncod,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  expressed, 
will  no(  be  misconstrued.    They  have  been  conceived  and  utter- 
ed, I  assure  you,  with  the  most  respectful  deference,  and  the 
higjieet  considoi  ation  for  the  superior  authorities  of  the  Depart- 
meut.    I  mean  only  to  exercise  in  an  appropriate  manner,  a  priy- 
ilege  guaranteed  to  every  citizen  of  the  country,  to  every  offioer 
:    of  tlie  Government,  the  privilege  of  remonstrance." 
.       Whilo  such  scenes  were  pending,  and  before  the  final  decision 
^  of  the  Department  had  reached  Air.  Bubnett,  it  was  pleasant  and 
I  agreeable  to  his  feelings,  to  receive  the  following  from  Dr.  Beau* 
^  KONT,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  in  the  XT.  S.  army, 
'"    under  date  of  Washington  City,  Jan.  7th,  1833: 
s       ^'  My  dear  Sir : — An  agreeable  impulse  of  hearty  joined  to  a 
^  sort  of  compunctious  state  of  mind  for  the  sin  qfomiwiony  com* 
pels  me  now  to  express  my  undiminished  regard  for  one  whose 
4   kind  disposition,  warm  heart,  and  generous  feelings,  have  gained 
-    the  siucore  admiration  and  esteem  of  myself  and  family,  during 
our  short  but  very  agreeable  acquaintance.    It  is  with  peculiar 
^    pleasure  and  satisfaction,  that  I  reflect  upon  the  scenes  of  social 
enjoyment  incident  to  our  residence  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
more  especially  our  last  journey  down  the  Mississippi,  and  short 
"^    sojourn  at  St.  Lonis«    There  is  indeed  an  abiding  happy  impression 
made  upon  the  mind,  by  the  manifestations  of  ingenuousnees  and 
magnanimity  of  soul,  widely  different  from  that  produced  by  the 
commoo  place,  every-di^,  poorly-diflgvised^  cold,  hollow-hearted, 
affeetodaeai  of  fashioMbla  society,  of  whioh  this  plaee  is  the  seat 
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zens  actnally  shed  upon  oar  prairies,  that  Congress  deigns  to  cast 
an  eye  to  onr  defence.  The  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  you 
possess  of  public  affairs,  beyond  any  other  person  in  your  section 
of  &e  country,  seems  to  justify  us  in  calling  upon  you  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  these  measures ;  and  as  our  purposes  must  be  the 
same,  it  may  be  expected  that  we  should  be  united  in  the  means 
to  obtain  them." 

The  judiciary  system  of  Michigan,  to  which,  at  that  time,  what 
is  now  Wisconsin  was  attached,  was  deemed  to  be  very  defectiye, 
which  was  considered,  with  other  things,  as  a  good  reason  for  de- 
siring a  separate  Government.  Mr.  Bitbnett  suggested  to  the 
Hon.  M.  L.  Mabtiw,  then  in  the  Territorial  Council  at  Detroit, 
some  amendments  to  the  judiciary  system,  to  which  Mr.  Mabtik 
answered,  Feb.  (tth,  I8S8 :  ^*  It  is  found  extremely  difficult  to  re- 
gulate, by  any  general  provisions,  the  different  interests  of  the 
eastern  and  western  sections  of  Michigan ;  especially  such  as  re- 
fer to  the  judiciary  system,  or  the  proceedings  in  courts.  I  have 
procured  the  passage  of  a  bill  that  I  think  will  go  far  in  relidvbig 
us,  in  cases  of  chancery  attachment  and  insolvency." 

In  May,  1888,  Gen.  Street  was  called  to  Washington  to  deftnd 
himself  against  a  complaint  that  had  been  previously  prefbrred ; 
the  maiii  ground  of  which  was,  that  by  his  vigilance  and  care  of 
the  Indians,  the  traders  were  prevented  from  skinning  them  quite 
so  easily  as  some  of  them  wished  to  do.  This,  of  course,  was  un- 
pardonable with  those  interested ;  but  he  was  not  removed  for  the 
offence.  In  the  meantime,  the  duties  of  the  agency  devolved  up- 
on Mr.  Burnett  till  the  20th  of  June,  when  the  General  returned. 
Then  Mr.  Bubxett  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  Agent  for 
three  months,  to  visit  his  friends  and  attend  to  business  in  Ken- 
tucky, subject,  however,  to  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  at 
St.  Louis.  But  the  Superintendent  curtailed  his  furlough  to  two 
months,  that  being  the  extent  of  his  powers,  as  he  alleged.  Gen. 
SnoBMrr  on  being  apprised  of  this,  remarked  to  Mr.  Bjmsnsrty  di6n 
in  Kentucky,  "  the  curtailing  of  your  permit  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  It,  in  xny  dpfiiion,  a  singular  measure.  It  will  assure  you,  how- 
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ever,  tliat  mj  opinion  of  a  hostile  feeling  towards  you  is  not  wifh- 
ont  soihe  foundation.  I  am  now  convinced  that  a  similar  feeling 
extends  from  the  same  quarter  towards  me.  The  whole  of  his 
course  towards  me  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  has  been  strange, 
and  his  recent  letters  confirm  me  in  the  belief,  that  my  course  has 
been  too  independent  to  suit  him.  Neither  jou  nor  I  may  lo»k 
that  way  for  support.  If  we  can  get  slow  justice,  it  will  be  at 
much  as  we  should  calcnlftte  upon." 

The  reasons  assigned  in  several  letters  for  the  hostility  of  Gton. 
GuLBKare  these :  his  feelings  were  in  the  interests  of  the  Army  and 
Fur  Company,*  so  that  if  an  Agent  should  pursue  a  course  confiiet- 
ing  with  those  interests,  he  was  at  once  marked  by  the  G^eneral. 
Such  things  are  not  new,  singular,  or  yet  out  of  date  on  the  fron- 
tier. Oea.  Stbebt  felt  assured,  that  his  communications  to  the 
Indian  Department,  were  copied  and  given  to  the  Fur  Oompany 
how  or  by  what  means  he  did  not  know ;  he  could  only  know  that 
they  Went  sealed  to  the  Superintendent,  who  after  reading  and 
copying/in*  kU  evm  use^  sent  them  sealed  to  the  Oommissioner  of 
Indian  afikirs.  lie  copying  might  have  been  flone  in  the  office, 
without  the  knowledge  of  Gen.  Olabk  ;  but  whether  so  or  not, 
Gen;  Stbest  felt  assnred  that  they  were  copied,  from  the  way  he 
h(Cd  sometimes  to  meet  from  the  traders,  what  he  knew  to  be  only 
in  thosd  reports  to  the  Superintendent.  The  charges  against  Hr. 
BuBXTBiT  were  from  the  army ;  those  against  Gen.  Street  from  the 
Fur  Oompany.  The  Company,  however,  were  not  friendly  to  Mr. 
BulcfniTrr  behind  his  back,  however  much  so  they  were  to  his  fitce. 
So  says  a  letter  now  before  me. 

Hr.  BuxNffTT  returned  to  fhe  A^ney  within  the  time,  two 
months ;  and  in  Obtobor,  Gefa.  Stbeet  left;  again  for  Washington, 
to  meet  the  charges  before  mentioned,  and  not  then  decided,  bxA 

^B  fht  part  cf  fpMttodJy  to  bnak  down  tiM  Antrieu  For  Compasj,  ud  fh»t  wamakodj/  wl«lwd  Mr 
BvuiR  to  Aid  In  th«  mottar,  OBd  MBd  hit  oonmaaioMlon  to  ttao  *  aan  of  Mb.  Clak,"  tMf  Mitr 

OtaKE  wal  liart  frtfy  l»  jljio  jiBtMirtii!  jM^m  ^mnwuM^m.   Bat 
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to  settle  his  acconBts  witL  the  Departmeii,  where  he  contiDued 
till  the  eoaning  April,  leariDg  the  entire  duties  of  the  agency  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Busnett.  In  confr^queLce  •.'!  the  amonnt  of 
Berrice  reqnired,  !Mr.  BrssnEn  apj'lied  to  tLe  Department  through 
CoL  B.  IL  Johnson,  to  be  allowed  pav  for  an  inierpreter  $400, 
through  which  mears  he  would  receive  a  compensation  more  com- 
mensurate with  the  amount  of  eervices  rencirrcd,  and  the  Tespon- 
dbilitj  renting  upon  him.  But  Mr.  He&ring,  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Afiairs,  Dec.  ISth,  1S33|  repiiei  :  **  It  is  conceded,  that 
Mr.  BrsNxn  is  a  valuable  officer,  aLd  that  his  salary  is  an  inade- 
quate reC'^mpence  ivr  his  serrices.  But  the  standard  has  been 
determined  by  an  authority  to  which  the  Dei^artment  must  boW| 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  precluded  from  the  exercis>e  of  dis- 
cretionary powers  in  the  case."  This  terminated  his  attempts  to 
obtain  office,  or  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  services  he  ren- 
dered in  the  one  he  had  in  the  Indian  Department. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1531,  the  act  for  re  organizing  the  Indian 
Department  was  passed  in  Congress,  by  which  Mr.  Busnext  and 
all  other  Sub-Agents  were  legislated  out  of  office ;  but  few  of 
whom  were  reappointed.  And  on  the  2nd  of  J  uly,  Mr.  Hbbbdtg, 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  wrote  to  Mr.  Busssrr,  ^v- 
ing  an  extract  of  the  law,  and  directing  him  to  render  his  account 
for  salary,  as  his  services  in  that  Department  were  no  longer  re- 
quired ;  and  concluded  by  saying :  "  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  tender  his  acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  zealous  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  and  I  will  thank 
you  also  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect."  He  re- 
ceived this  note  on  the  6th  of  August,  when  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Heebiko  to  know  to  whom  he  should  render  his  accounta,  as  no 
directions  were  given  on  that  point ;  Gen.  Stbebi  ceased  to  be  an 
Agent  at  the  same  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  by  being  removed 
to  Bock  Island,  and  no  one  had  yet  been  appointed  to  fill  tihe 
Pndrie  du  Chien  yacancy. 

Before  amffident  time  had  elapaed  to  receiye  an  anawari  ke 
wrote  August  80th :    *^  Sir :— In  your  letter  of «the  Snd  Julj  laiti 
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yon  direct  me  to  render  my  account  for  settlomentinp  to  the  date 
of  the  reception  thereof.  Gen.  Stbeet  arrived  at  this  place  a  few 
days  since,  and  informs  me,  that  he  has  not  received  any  funds 
for  the  payment  of  my  salary,  due  since  the  31st  of  December, 
1833;  and  that  he  has  not  been  advised  whether  the  money  will 
pass  throngh  his  hands  or  not.  There  is  now  due  me  on  account 
of  my  salary  from  the  1st  of  January,  to  the  6th  of  August,  18S4:| 
inclusive,  $800.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  when  and 
where  I  am  to  receive  this  money  ?  Whether  it  is  to  be  paid  me 
in  the  usual  way,  or  whether  I  am  to  roam  from  office  to  offlcei 
until  I  shall  find  some  person  authorized  to  settle  and  pay  my 
account ;  or  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  yourself,  the  Hon.  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  his  privy  counselor  Gaeland,  to  construe  me 
out  of  it  altogether." 

In  this  apparent  hot  haste,  Mr.  Burnett  would  hardly  have  been 
justifiable,  were  it  not  that  the  circumstances  as  heretofore  detailed, 
and  especially  the  non-attention  of  the  Department  to  his  charges 
against  Major  Garland,  for  preferring  which  his  dismissal  was 
determined  on,  whether  the  law  passed  or  not,  indicated  a  degree 
of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Department,  very  trying  to  his  pa- 
tience. Still  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  time  was  short,  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  new-modelling  the  Indian  Department,  and 
also  the  appropriation  act,  and  the  money  had  not  had  time  to 
reach  the  distant  posts  on  the  frontier.  But  the  Commissioner 
might  have  informed  him  in  very  few  words,  in  what  way  the 
money  would  reach  him.  Possibly  ft  was  an  oversight  in  the 
hurry  in  which  the  sub- Agents  had  to  be  apprised  of  their  dismis- 
sal from  office.  On  the  8th  of  September,  however,  the  Oommis- 
■sioner  writes:  "I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  August 
Funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Prairie  du  Ohien  Agency  for 
the  first  half-year,  have  been  sent  to  the  Superintendent  at  St. 
Louis."  But  this  left  him  in  suspense,  whether  he  should  go  te 
St  Louis  for  it,  or  whether  it  would  be  sent  to  him ;  and  it  left 
$10  non-provided  for,  as  the  half  year  would  only  give  him  $260. 
He  was  relieved  from  this  suspense  in  a  few  days  by  the  receipt 
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of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Clabe,  dated  September  IStb,  aajingi  ^'  I 
have  redeved  to-daj  your  letter  of  August  80th,  and  of  the  Snd 
inst,  on  the  subject  of  your  paj,  and  of  your  fees,  as  counsel  in 
the  case  of  Buxhett  vs.  Street  and  EsAXsnre,  the  defendants 
being  sned  as  the  Agents  of  the  GoTemment,  and  of  conrset  the 
Ooremment  should  pay  the  expenses,  &c  On  the  SOth  ult  Gen. 
SziBKr  was  informed  of  the  amount  allowed  the  Prairie  dn  Ghien 
Agency,  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year. 
Tour  pay  up  to  the  31st  of  July  is  embraced  in  it,  amounting  to 
|S9 1.87.  This  as  well  as  the  other  sums  specified  in  the  allotment, 
will  be,  as  usual,  paid  over  to  Gen.  Stbeet,  whenever  called  for, 
to  be  by  him  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  intended.  No  conmiunication  has  been  made  to  me  firom 
Washington,  on  the  subject  of  fees  for  counsel  in  the  cases  jou 
have  mentioned.  It  were,  perhaps,  advisable  that  yon  write  di- 
rect to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfiBurs,  requesting  him  to  p^ 
yon  whatever  has  been  allowed  for  your  services  in  those  cases.' 

Gen.  Stbkki  at  this  time,  was  Agent  at  Bock  Island,  two  hnn* 
dred  miles  below  Prairie  du  Ohien,  nor  was  it  certain  when  Gen. 
Stsbbt  would  receive  the  money,  nor  whether  it  would  be  sent  to 
ICr.  BuBHETT,  or  whether  he  must  go  for  it  The  sum  allowed  was 
more  than  his  half  year's  salary,  but  some  nine  dollars  less  thaa 
was  duo  him.  This  jewing  a  public  servant  out  of  such  a  pitiful 
sum,  was  a  small  business  for  a  great  nation ;  but  such  seems  to 
be  the  way  of  the  world.  As  to  his  fees,  he  had  written  to  the 
Pepartment  again  and  again,  and  was  informed  that  the  matter 
had  been  r^erred  to  Gen.  Gujle  ;  but  the  Greneral  says,  ^^  he  had 
received  no  conamxmication"  on  the  subject,  and  when  great  men 
and  rulers  of  the  nation  make  such  contradictory  statements, 
whom  are  we  to  believe  in  such  matters ! 

This  terminated  Hr.  Busirarr's  connection  with  the  Indian  De- 
partment, and  his  cennection  with  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
Government ;  nor  was  his  experience  calculated  to  inspire  him 
i^ith  any  great  degree  of  confidence  in  the  ^^  spoils"  theory,  of  tiie 
party  in  power,  as  hi^  share  of  th^  wa*  b.ut  small,  find  dpujily 
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earned  befor^hereoeiyed  them.  *  *  *  *  Ab  soon  as  it  wa9  known, 
that  he  was  thus  displaced  from  his  office,  his  wprth  now  beii^K 
known  through  the  countigr,  he  began,  and  continued  for  sopie 
time,  to  receive  voluntary  and  strong  expressions  of  sjipp^tl^y, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  his  merit,  a  few  ()f  which  Wu 
follow. 

August  16th,  1884,  Judge  Dorr  wrote  him  firom  Kincpd.  Poii^t : 
'^  After  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  AirdLEr,  I  have,  at  hi^  re- 
quest, concluded  to  suggest  to  you,  the  propriety  of  fbdpg  your 
residence  at  this  place,  now  that  you  are  no  longer  required  in 
the  Indian  Department.  It  is  certainly  a  fine  opening  for  a  law- 
yer. You  will,' in  addition,  have  the  advantage  of  a  good  u^der- 
Btanding  with  the  people  now,  for  everybody  that  I  speak  with, 
thinks  well  of  you.  It  appears  to  me  yon  ought  to  ay^  youjnielf 
of  these  circumstances.  Your  friends  wish  to  have  you  appoint- 
ed District  Attomej(,  and  I  think  you  must  take  it,  because  I  think 
there  will  soon  be  a  vacant  judgeship  in  the  District,  and  this  will 
eiiable  us  to  help  you  to  it,  if  it  should  be  desirable  to  you." 

On  the  28th  of  August,  Bobbbt  Doughkbit,  then  clerk  of  the 
Oircuit  Court  at  Mineral  Point,  wrote :  ^^  The  people  in  general 
in  this  section  of  the  country  are  very  anxious  for  you  to  come 
and  reside  with  us.  We  have  got  up  a  petition  to  the  Governor 
with  almost  a  thousand  signatures,  which  will  be  sent  on  to-mor- 
row morning,  in  your  favor  for  District  Attorney.  Every  man 
that  saw  it,  signed  it" 

Sept.  4th,  Ool.  B.  M.  Johnson  wrote :  ^^  My  dear  Sir: — ^I  sin- 
oerely  regret  to  learn  that  you  are  out  of  office.  I  know  your 
capacity  for  such  a  place,  and  the  sacrifices  you  have  made. — 
You  know  quite  as  well  as  I  do,  the  uncertainty  and  difficulty  of 
obtaining  office.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  an  opportunity  offers  at 
the  next  seseien,  I  shall  be  ready  to  serve  you  sincerely,  as  I  have 
always  done." 

Sept.  .6th,  Alvzb  Baxlvv,  Esq.,  writes  Irom  St  Peters:  .'^I 
always  feel  a  pleasure  when  I  hear  fi^m  my  friends.  Bnt  this  lat- 
ier  fk  yours  made  me  fed  the  truth  of  the  fable  of  the  fos  in.  the 
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bramble,  that  an  equal  portion  of  the  bitter  is  mixed  with  tiie 
sweetB  of  thia  life,  and  that  perfect  happiness  is  unattainable  in 
fliiB  world.  I  feel  for  yon  in  the  mode  taken  to  thank  jon  for 
your  services.  The  mcmner  in  which  it  was  done,  conveyed  one 
of  dioee  catting  slnrs,  the  more  so  that  one  does  not  or  cannot 
obtain  satisfaction.  But,  my  dear  Sir,  our  Government  is  a  Be- 
pnblie,  and  where  did  yon  hear  of  one  being  gratefnl  ?  Yon  are 
yonng,  and  can  do  better ;  yonr  profession  and  abilities  entitle 
yon  to  a  higher  sphere  than  the  one  yon  were  in.'' 

Oct  Ifth,  Major  T.  Allest,  of  Ky.,  wrote:  "I  regret  exceed- 
uigly  to  learn  that  arrangements  have  been  so  made  as  to  displace 
yon  from  the  office  you  held ;  however,  make  no  complaint^  and 
suffer  it  to  pass  off  silently.  Yon  have  been  placed  in  a  good 
situation,  by  the  appointment,  and  I  have  but  little  deubt  you  wQl 
not  feel  the  loss  of  it  long,  if  at  all." 

Being  now  released  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  offiee, 
and  being  yet  in  the  unpleasant  relations  of  a  married  man  with- 
out a  wife,  he  returned  to  Ky.  to  spend  the  winter,  and  also  obtun 
relief  from  the  legal  bonds  in  which  he  was  held  to  the  woman 
who  had  deserted  him  in  the  time  of  his  calamity,  from  the  fkll 
of  the  burning  building  in  Paris,  Ky.,  in  1839.  On  his  way  there, 
while  between  St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River,  the 
boat  on  which  he  took  passage  was  soagged  and  sunk  to  the  hur- 
ricane deck,  leaving  that  deck  but  just  out  of  water.  The  occur- 
rence took  place  in  the  night,  when  the  passengers  were  asleep; 
ihey  escaped  to  the  upper  deck,  mostly  in  their  night  dothes, 
where  they  remained  in  a  snow  storm  till  morning,  being  without 
fire,  and  but  poorly  clad,  or  otherwise  sheltered  from  the  stormy 
wind  and  driving  snow.  There  were  several  women  and  children 
among  them.  The  most  of  the  passengers,  Mr.  Bubnirt  among 
others,  lost  all  their  baggage,  and  some  their  money.  In  the 
hurry  of  escape  from  the  rushing  flood  that  came  into  the  oabin, 
Mr.  BuBNim  had  caught  his  clothes  and  his  cloak,  but  not  his 
trunk.  But  finding  some  ladies  and  children  exposed',  withoat  any 
protection  from  the  storm,  he  gave  them  bis  cloak,  and  kept  hfan- 
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self  warm  as  beet  he  coald,  by  walking  and  other  exercise.  In 
the  morning  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  land,  in  a  thick 
v^ooded  bottom  on  the  Illinois  shore,  where  a  log-heap  fire  was 
soon  kindled,  around  which  the  passengers  and  boaf  s  crew  gath- 
ered to  warm,  but  were  without  food,  and  not  within  reach  of  a 
house  from  which  supplies  could  be  obtained.  They  remained  in 
this  situation  till  near  night,  when  they  were  relieved  from  their 
sufferings  by  a  steam-boat  that  was  passing  down  the  river. 

< 

The  nature  of  the  case  between  him  and  his  recreant  wife,  and 
the  ground  upon  which  the  divorce  was  granted,  are  set  forth  in 
the  following  certificates,  sent  to  him  a  year  or  more  after  the  di- 
vorce was  obtained.  At  the  time  of  the  divorce,  he  knew  not 
that  he  should  ever  again  enter  into  the  marriage  state.  And  die* 
tant  as  he  was  from  the  place  of  his  marriage,  and  the  residence 
of  his  wife,  he  might  have  done  as  thousands  of  others  have  in 
the  great  West,  married  again  without  the  formula  of  a  divorce ; 
but  his  sense  of  propriety  and  legal  liabilities  forbade  such  a 
breach  of  the  civil  and  moral  law.  And  the  fine  feelings  of  his 
nature  as  well  as  his  sense  of  the  propriety  of  the  thing,  induced 
him  to  obtain  these  papers,  to  show  that  his  way  was  clear  and 
his  course  honorable,  if  he  should  again  see  fit  to  enter  into  that 
holy  relation.  After  he  came  to  this  country,  his  correspondence 
shows  that  ho  preferred  to  forgive  the  past,  if  she  would  return 
to  him,  but  she  refused. 

The  first  of  these  papers  is  from  the  Hon.  Otbus  Winoatb,  who, 
Mr.  BuBKSiT  says  in  a  note  added  to  it,  ^^  has  for  many  years  in 
succession  been  a  member  of  the  Ky.  Legislature,  and  is  a  wor- 
thy and  highly  respected  member  of  the  Methodist  Ohuroh."  It 
is  dated  April  l7th,  183S,  but  referring,  as  it  does,  to  a  transac- 
tion in  1834'd,  this  is  deemed  the  appropriate  place  for  it.  The 
letter  says :  *'  The  bill  which  divorced  you  from  your  wife  Lucy, 
was  reported  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  the  Senate,  on 
on  the  10th  of  Feb.  1835,  and  was  referred  to  the  ^^  committee  on 
Beligion,''  on  the  next  day.  I  had  the  honor  to  be  chairnian  of 
that  committee  for  several  years,  and  was  so  at  the  Ume  whan 
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your  appUoation  was  invortigated.  For  twelve  yearB  in  anooea- 
8k)a  I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Legislataie  of  Sy» ; 
^d  during  that  time,  as  a  general  thing,  have  &lt  it  my  dotj  to 
pppoee  applications  for  divorce.  Indeed  each  haa  been  my  ooune 
on  those  sobjeots,  that  I  have  been  considered  by  many  as  b^ing 
too  rigid  in  my  inquiries,  and  examined  too  closely  into  tlie  do- 
mestic relaci0ns  ;  this  may  be  true,  but  I  feel  that  I  haye  d<m6  my 
duty  in  relation  to  your  application. 

^^  I  recollect  distinctiy,  that  intelligent  and  honorable  men  were 
examined  before  the  committee,  and  the  result  was  the  firm  con- 
idction  of  mj  mind,  (and  I  believe  of  every  member  of  the  oooi- 
mittee,)  that  your  bill  ought  to  pass.  And  in  obedience  to  the 
corder  of  the  committee,  I  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  on 
die  ISth,  with  an  expressed  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass;  and  the  rules  being  suspended,  the  bill  passed,  I 
believe,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  I  can  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  during  the  pendency  of  your  application,  your 
conduct  was  dignified,  honorable,  and  manly;  and  that  you  not 
only  sustained  the  character  of  a  gentieman  of  nice  feelings,  and 
a  just  sense  of  honor,  but  that  you  occupied  a  place  in  the  sym- 
pathies and  affections  of  all  the  members  of  the  L^gidatnra^  with 
whom  you  became  acquainted.  And  I  farther  know,  that  year 
character  in  Bourbon  was  sudh,  as  not  only  enlisted  Gen.  Haxbov, 
Mr.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Davis,  in  your  behalf;  but  it  also  pro* 
cured  for  you  the  application  of  the  near  relatives  of  the  woman 
yon  were  married  to,  for  your  release ;  and  upon  the  groimd  tkat 
ahe  was  in  default  entirely  and  exclusively ;  and  I  vfill  fax&iv 
Add,  that  BO  far  from  your  reputation  having  suffered,  or  in  tbs 
least  degree  been  prejudiced,  by  this  procedure,  itmnathave 
snffered  if  you  had  not,  applied." 

The  next  paper  was  from  the  Hon.  Gabbet  Davis,  of  ApdJM, 
1886:  ^'I  managed  Mr.  BunNBrr's  application  for  diyoro&  •  Se 
took  this  step  with  the  knowledge,  approval  and  co-operation  of 
ihia  wife's  brother  and  brotherin-law.  The  ground  of  it,  malauud 
tby  prod^  was,  that  her  ccmduct,  and  treatment  of  liim  gmBXiiij» 


^d  particularly  when  he  was  confined  by  the  fracture  of  hia  leg, 
occasioned  by  the  falling  of  a  house  during  a  fire,  was  marked  by 
AOthipg  bqt  iBxtravagant  magl^ct  and  aversion.;  and  such  was  the 
jBifij^ness  luid  maleyolenco  of  her  dispitsition  as  to  forbid  all  hope 
of  .^tfrmpny  with  her.  JBLia  case  was  so  well  made  out  as  to  meet 
with  no  opposition. 

^^  When  Mr.  ]3uBHErr  came  to  Paris,  he  was  a  stranger,  and  op- 
posed in  politics  to  a  large  majority  of  the  town  and  county.  Be 
was  open  and  divided,  though  temperate  and  respectful  in  his 
political  cours6|  ^d  though  in  the  first  few  months  of  his.  resi- 
dence amongst  u^  his  politics  awakened  some  prejudice  against 
himselfrhis  discretion  and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  overcaqae 
ihem,  and  when  he  left  us  he  had  the  respect  and  good  wishes  of 
our  society,  without  distinction,  and  I  believe  that  he  merited 
them.'' 

The  correctness  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Davis  was  certified  to 
by  John  B.  Thosnton  of  the  Senate,  and  Bobebt  Matron  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Similar  papers  and  of  similar  import 
were  signed  by  Dr.  G.  Nichols,  of  Shelby  ville,  Ky.,  "  an  exem- 
plary member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  long  at  the  head  of  his 
profession  in  that  town.''  And  also  by  the  Bev.  A.  A.  SBANNo;or, 
pi  th^  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  same  town.  But  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  copy  them.  The  main  fiActs  b^ing  thus  established 
by  six  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  country,  political  and 
reUgious,  no  doubt  need  remain  on  any  mind,  as  to  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  his  course,  in  this  solemn  and  afllctive  matter. . 

The  subject  of  a  separate  Territorial  Oovemment,  from  that  ,of 
Michigan,  hereto^ora  alluded  to  as  in  contemplation,  was  s^l 
growing  and  maturing,  with  the  leading  men  of  the  country  lyiftg 
west  of  Michigan.  Judge  Doit  was  in  the  Legislative  Council  at 
jPfetroit,  and  by  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Buhn^sxt,  dated  Janu^y 
8<^,  1835,  it  appears  that  in  accordance  with  measures  concocted 
in  Wisconsin,  and  especially  Crawford  county,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Legislative  Council  to  provide  for  a  State  Governmeat 
fH^tl^e  j^astit.of  that  LakeL    TJbus  pbjo^t  i^as  to  have  the  State  Qav- 
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eminent  fbrmcd,  leaving  the  Territorial  Government  on  this  side 
of  the  Lake.  The  bill  met  with  opposition,  because  it  originatec 
in  Wisconsin,  and  the  men  of  Michigan  saw  that  if  it  passed,  the] 
wonld  bo  indebted  to  Wisconsin  for  a  State  Goremment.  Bat  tiu 
bill  passed,  and  a  Convention  was  called,  and  and  a  Constitatioi 
adopted. 

The  prospect  of  a  speedy  separation  frcmi  Michigan,  preventec 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  establish  a  Di&trict  Court  west  of  the  Laloe 
for  a  while.  Bat  a  question  arose  as  to  the  residence  of  Jadgi 
Lewin,  who,  it  seems,  resided  in  Ohio  or  Virginia,  except  whei 
attending  courts  in  the  Territory.  The  people  of  Green  Ba] 
deemed  the  office  to  be  vacant,  on  account  of  non-residence,  an< 
petitioned  the  President  to  appoint  one  in  his  stead ;  and  Mi 
Buknett's  name  was  presented  to  the  President  to  fill  the  vacancy 
The  vacancy  was  not  recognized,  and  the  appointment,  of  coune 
was  not  made.  But  Mr.  Bubnett  was  appointed  in  January,  188!i 
District  Attorney  for  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Iowa,  Dubuqui 
and  Des  Moines. 

In  the  summer  of  1835,  the  formation  of  a  State  Constitatioi 
for  Michigan,  and  the  expectation  of  admittance  into  the  Union 
induced  the  people  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  a  Delegate  to  Congrea 
and  for  a  transfer  of  the  Territorial  Gt)vemment  of  Michigan  t 
Wisconsin,  without  an  act  of  Congress  to  authorLee  it  Thoa 
who  are  conversant  with  the  history  of  Michigan  becoming  j 
State,  will  recollect  that  the  people  acted  without  law  or  preee 
dent,  in  forming  and  adopting  their  Constitution,  without  fin 
obtaining  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  them  to  do  so,  andof  th* 
same  piece  of  policy  and  law,  was  the  attempt  to  transfer  A* 
Territorial  Government  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  Lab 
Michigan.  The  latter,  however,  was  not  recognized  by  the  Gtenen 
Government ;  while  the  former  was,  and  other  States,  followiD] 
the  precedent,  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  in  a  simili 
way. 

But  to  save  appearances,  and  obey  the  forms  of  law,  it  wa 
agreed  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Lake,  that  the  Delegate  to  npn 
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sent  the  Territory  ahonld  be  elected  ou  the  west  side,  leanng  the 
peBinBola  to  form  a  State  Government,  and  be  represented  hj 
their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  in  Congress.  While  this  was 
arranging,  Mr.  Bubnbtt  received  numeroos  letters,  which  I  find 
on  file,  urging  him  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Delegacy. 

One  arrangement  in  this  transferring  the  Territorial  Government 
to  Wisconsin,  was.  to  apportion  die  whole  of  the  thirteen  members, 
among  the  counties  west  of  the  Lake.  This  being  done  by  Gk>v. 
S.  T.  Mason,  those  counties  elected  their  Council  men,  among 
whom  W2is  Mr.  Bubkett  from  Crawford.  The  reason  assigned 
for  this  movement,  as  stated  in  a  letter  now  before  me,  dated  July 
10th,  1835,  fr6m  a  prominent  actor  in  the  business,  is  in  these 
words:  -'  You  will  perceive  by  this,  that  it  is  our  intention  to 
continue  the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  in  force,  with- 
out any  farther  legislation  by  Congress,  and  this  is  the  result  of 

•  ail  my  exertions  last  winter,  because  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  is 
f   the  only  way  in  which  we  can  get  a  separate  Government,  until 

the  b(*undary  question  shall  be  settled."  This  boundary  ques- 
1  ^on  was  between  Ohio  and  Indiana  ou  the  one  side,  and  Michi- 
»  gan  on  the  other;  and  carried  with  it  the  boundary  question 
I   between  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  and,  as  in  most  cases,  the  weak* 

er  party  was  compelled  to  yield  up  their  rights  to  the  illegal 
:  ^  claims  of  the  stronger,  in  open  violation  of  the  ordinance  of 
I    1787,  which  run  the  line  due  east  and  west,  from  and  through  the 

•  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan.    But  the  whole  scheme 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Territorial  Government  was  a  failure. 

Mr.  Burnett  attended  the  summer  terms  of  the  courts  in  which 
he  was  District  Attorney.  But  finding  ''  it  inconvenient  and  on- 
pleasant"  to  continue  in  the  office,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1885, 
he  tendered  his  resignation  to  Gov.  Mason. 

The  election  of  Delegate  to  Congress  and  members  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Council,  was  held  on  the  1st  Monday  of  Oct,  1886,  when 
Gwk  W.  JoHXS  was  chosen  Delegate  from  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Bie- 
nrr,  among  otherSy  was  elected  to  the  Legislative  Council,  to 
meet  at  Ghreen  Bay.    The  Oounoil  met  at  the  appointed  time  it 
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Deeember,  bnt  the  new  acting  Ooyernor  of  Mxchigan  not  appear- 
ing, as  was  expected,  there  was  not  much  of  importance  done  hj 
it.  Mr.  Buxxcrr  was  chosen  President  of  the  Gonncil,  bnt  as  no 
Governor  was  on  hand,  no  message  presented  callmg  attention  to 
important  sabjects  for  c '  asideration,  the  members  present  had  an 
opportunity  to  pass  r?solntTons  implicating  the  acting  Goremor 
for  neglect  of  duty.  Why  acting  Gov.  Hobkeb  did  not  meet  the 
Council  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  npon,  has  not,  I  believe,  been 
made  public.  Some  supposed  that  he  was  advised  from  Washing- 
ton, that  the  whole  proceeding  was  without  the  authority  of  law ; 
bnt  from  a  letter  from  Col.  Jokes,  then  the  Delegate  from  Michi- 
gan, dated  at  Washington,  Feb.  20th,  1836,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
HoBiffEB  "  dreaded  the  journey  "  from  Detroit  to  Green  Bay,  in 
dead  of  winter,  "  as  he  admitted  "  to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Col.  Joirra  with  Mr.  Bus- 
K£TT,  that  the  Council  passed  resolutions  censuring  Gov.  Hokr& 
tor  non-attendance,  and  resolutions  touching  Gov.  Cass  in  relation ' 
to  Indian  Treaties.  These  resolutions  implied  blame,  or  at  least 
something  that  needed  explanation.  There  were  also  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Btrkett,  and  others,  but  especially  by  him,  impli- 
cating Gov.  Cass'  administration  of  Indian  Affairs  while Ckyveraor 
of  Michigan,  and  even  after  his  elevation  to  the  head  of  the  War 
Department.  Whether  these  charges  were  well  or  ill  founded,  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing.  I  can  only  say,  that  on  this  frontier, 
I  have  found  those  who  think  that  they  were,  while  others  are  of 
a  different  opinion.  Tho  speeches  made  while  the  resolutions 
were  under  discussion,  wcro  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
time,  and  were  reiterated  and  elaborated  in  a  series  of  nnmberB 
afterwards  printed  in  the  Chdena  Gazette^  over  tiie  signatmre  of 
Wiaconsi/n^  all  of  which,  it  seems,  found  their  way  to  Washington 
and  called  forth  expressions  of  regret  from  Ools.  Jo&Hsoir  and 
JofursB,  and  a  kind  offer  of  mediation  from  Gov.  Dozmfb,  in  aMiAi 
he  Hied  the  language  of  Gor.  Cabs  in  refertnce  to  l&l  Buitoirit,- 
all  of  which  were  in  forms  of  the  hi^est  rlispect  fbi*  Mr.  Bftlmifl, 
and  the  matter  sMms  to  have  beta  dhiptM  her^  ' 
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We  may  add,  that  the  Council  not  being  properly  organized, 
the  resolationB,  of  conrso,  did  not  possess  the  prestige  of  legality. 
But  it  seemed,  from  what  followed  the  publication  of  those  num- 
bers in  the  Gazette^  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the  charges 
implied  in  the  resolutions,  and  which  were  amplified  and  sus- 
tained in  the  numbers  alluded  to.  For  in  a  letter  now  before  me« 
finom  an  officer  of  the  army  ef  some  rank,  dated  May  11th,  1836, 
at  Natchitoches,  I  find  the  following :  "I  saw  your  No.  1.  for 
the  first  time  this  morning  in  a  <S!f.  Louis  Republican^  taken  from 
a  Galena  paper.  But  my  'lear  fellow,  have  you  no  conscience, 
that  you  put  it  to  our  talented  and  literary  Secretary  so  unmerci- 
iiilly  ?  If  you  fail  to  make  an  impression,  then  set  it  down  as 
established,  that  honesty  goes  for  nothing  when  in  contest  withr 
political  power.  Some  of  us  have  had  strong  suspicions  on  this 
point  before  now." 

And  before  the  closo  of  the  publication  of  these  numbers,  Mr. 
BcrBNBTT  received  a  polite  intimation  from  Washington,  that  he 
conld  have  any  appointment  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department, 
it  being  understood,  though  ii<<t  expressed,  that  their  publication 
should  cease.  But  this  intioiation  was  viewed  by  Mr.  Bue- 
NETT  in  the  light  of  a  bribe,  and  he  said,  that  if  he  was  not 
entitled  to  an  office  from  merits  he  should  not  accept  of  one  as  a 
bribe,  to  be  silent  on  matters  of  public  interest,  when  exposure 
of  political  or  other  corrui)tion,  seemed  to  be  a  duty.-'  Those 
numbers,  so  far  my  knowledge  goes,  are  out  of  print,  unlcbs  some 
one  has  an  old  file  ot  the  Gakna  (raxette  for  1836. 


*  Tbii  **  Intixuitiea'*  •f  a  bribe  fran  Wr,  «hinstnD,  woali  fysm  to  Uat  that  it  o«inat»d  i&  mne  wty 

fr^m  Gen,  Ca8S|  ai  the  newipAper  Btriirturts  raff-rre'I  to  hin.    From  the  ragvB  aM«rtiong  of  Mr.  Bsmi' 

fosr,  wo  reiipectfnlljr  auggert,  whether  in  (If:fi  ndin;  the  dead,  our  Mend  ma/  not,  in  hifi  zeal,  hare  done 

iBj«fltiee  to  the  Ilrlngf    What  tlie  rbargCK  were,  wo  k«  iMt  told,  except  that  ihej,  ia  a  gemwal  mf, 

implied  eoma  blame  againrt  Den.  Casv,  eonaertuJ  vith  Indian  treaties,  both  while  Goremor  ol  Hietd- 

g«i*  Territory,  and  wince  hie  admlaiBtration  oi  the  War  Department.    Bnt  Ur.  BarKSny  himseif  caa- 

didly  admitfly  that "  whether  theee  elungve  trare  well  vr  illJouoded,  I  have  mt  meani  ^  knowing  i* 

acd  addig  **  I  wa  only  say*  that  on  thie  fioatier,  I  have  ftond  them  who  think  that  thej  were,  white 

otbenue  ot  a  dilTerent  opinion."   Col  ];.  M.  JoBxioar  and  Hon.  G.  W.  /oirzs  **  regretted*'  that  gndi 

cbargMlMl  been  made,  and,  Gen.  DODot  conld  iMilum  iNUerod  them,  or  ho  wonld  not  havo  oflbMff 

hlflMtadljBtiUtioBintheBUIeL   Jb*orG«o.CAM:tt  h^f«<«iatiBMilad'*abrfhBhWwi#tev»ivpB«t 

gmilt ;  and  no  one,  wo  can  hardly  lappoie,  wonld  eeriouly  entertain  eren  a  fOfpicion  of  hie  haifag 

IVfOwiBgly  wronged  either  the  Goremment  or  the  IidliDe.  L.  C.  1. 
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Among  the  actg  and  doings  of  the  Council,  were  memorialfi  to 
congress,  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Wisc'jnsio,  whether  Michi- 
gan became  a  state  or  Bot,  and  to  the  President,  in  reference  to 
the  officers  of  the  Territory,  praying  that  the  offices  thereof  be 
filled  by  citizens  of  the  Territory,  and  not  by  men  of  other  States, 
who  would  come  to  the  country  for  the  sake  of  office,  and  not 
without;  claiuiing  that  competent  men  could  be  found  already  in 
the  c-  »nntry,  who  came  here  to  reside,  whether  in  office  or  out  of 
it  It  was  expected  that  Gen.  Dodge,  who  was,  and  yet  ii,  a  dti- 
zen  of  the  country,  would  be  made  Grovemor.  And  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  Secretary  of  Michigan  had  the  promise  of  a  trans- 
fer to  Wisconsin  in  the  same  office  ;  but  against  this,  the  Council 
protested  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  solicited  the  appoiatment 
of  Mr.  Burnett  to  that  office.  The  report  and  resolutions  of  the 
Council,  on  this  subject,  were  conveyed  to  Col.  JoNm  at  Washing- 
ton by  Col.  Hamilton,  and  were  immediately  laid  before  the 
President 

Col.  Jones  says :  "  I  proceeded  in  propria  persona  to  the  Pres- 
ident, presented  the  document  to  him,  and  endeavored  to  impress 
upon  him  the  propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  CounciL" 
Col.  Jones  further  says,  in  a  previous  letter,  dated  Dec  S2d :  ^^  I 
have  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and,  first,  my  feeble  efforts  will, 
in  all  cases,  be  made  to  have  appointed  citizens  of  our  own  Terri- 
tory. From  amongst  these,  I  will  endeavor  to  have  those  appoint- 
ed, who  I  honestly  believe  to  be  best  qualified,  everything  consid- 
ered, to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to  be  filled.  As  to  (he 
office  of  Secretary,  I  know  of  no  person  who  is  an  applicant  for 
the  place,  that  I  believe  to  be  so  well  qualified  to  dischai^  its 
duties  as  yourself,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  justice  is  done  to 
the  people  interested,  but  that  you  will  receive  the  aj^intment" 

If  the  Secretaryship  could  not  be  obtained,  Mr.  Burnvft  de- 
sired a  judgeship,  and  for  one  of  these  offices,  his  friends  in  Ckm- 
gress,  such  as  Johnson  and  Jones,  and  through  them  Bbteon, 
Iflnr,  WxioHT,  Taixxadob  and  many  others,  earnestly  contended. 
Bat  perhape  there  never  was  a  greater  seramblelbr  the  offleas  of  a 
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Territory  than  in  this  instance.  Ifc  was  the  first  Territory  organ- 
ized under  tlio  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  his  friendSi 
or  at  least  many  of  tliem,  were  disposed  to  avail  tlieniselires  of 
the  opportunity  i.ow  oBored,  to  get  some  ofiico. 

Col.  Jones  says,  nndcr  date  of  March  13th,  1836,  while  the  bill 
to  organize  to  the  Territory  was  pending:  "The^ President  told 
one  the  other  day,  that  there  would  he  a  thousand  applicants  for 
the  offices  of  our  Territory.  Tliero  is  scarcely  a  day  that  I  am  not 
asked  for  my  feeble  influence  in  favor  of  some  rascally  office* 
huntor  from  this  District,  or  some  State.  I  assure  you,  that  I 
have  beeon)e  so  disgusted  with  the  hungry  wolves,  that  I  cannot 
treat  them  with  coiumon  civility.  I  hate  the  sight  of  them,  and 
look  upon  them  as  robbers  of  the  dearest  rights  of  my  constita* 
ents.  We  ought  to  drive  them  from  our  soil,  if  they  succeed  in 
stealing  our  offices." 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  eflbrts  made  in  favor  of  citizens  of 
the  Territory,  the  offices  were  mostly  filled  by  those  from  other 
States ;  and  as  a  reason  for  this.  Col.  Jonks  says,  Apr.  ISth,  1836: 
"  I  go  fur  Wisconsin  and  her  citizens  before  the  world.  But,  Sir, 
we  have  no  votes  to  give  for  President,  and  are  not  worth  pleas- 
ing. Thete  office-seekers  are  strongly  recommended,  and  it  is  a 
difficult  matter,  as  the  President  tuld  me,  to  get  over  the  impor* 
tunities  of  his  numerous  political  and  influential  friends,  who 
have  their  friends  to  please."  It  is  possible,  if  not  probable,  that 
ULt,  BuRNKTT  would  havo  been  more  successful  in  his  application 
for  office,  it'  he  had  been  less  independent,  and  allowed  what  he 
considered  to  bo  corruption  in  high  places,  to  pass  without  his 
caustic  strictures  npon  it.  * 

A.9  early  as  March,  U3G,  the  incipient  steps  were  taken  at  De- 
troit, to  form  the  Four  Lake  Company^  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
•ite,  and  lay  out  a  cit^',  which  should  afterwards  be  the  capital  of 
Wisconsin.  Several  persons  were  associated  with  Govs.  Masov 
and  Doty  in  this  enterprise,  one  of  whom,  was  Mr.  BoKiiKTr.  Tha 
country  being  then  unsettled  from  the  Blue  Mounds  to  Milwaukee^ 
and  boK  little  explored,  measurea  were  taken  bj  tome  of  the  oain* 
89 
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pany,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  and  the  land 
was  entered  and  a  citj  laid  ont^  which  was  afterwards  christened 
Madison. 

Early  in  April,  1836,  acting  Gov.  Hoenke  had  moved  to  Wis- 
consin, expecting  to  hold  the  same  relation  to  Wisconsin  that  he 
had  held  to  Michigan.  The  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin had  not  yet  passed  Congress.  Michigan  had  assumed  to 
be  a  State,  and  was  expecting  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  but 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  of  the  dominant  party  in  politics,  was 
of  the  progressive  character,  and  those  who  felt  most  interested, 
were  impatient  at  the  tardy  movements  of  Congress,  and  were 
still  anxious  to  move  the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  to 
Wisconsin  nolens  volens.  Accordingly,  Gov.  Hobneb,  then  at  Du- 
buque, (Mr.  BuKifETT  being  there  at  the  same  time,)  addreased  the 
following  to  Mr.  Buenett,  April  8th,  1836  : 

"  SiE : — As  the  Executive  of  Michigan  Territory,  I  desire  your 
opinion  on  this  point :  Can  I  convene  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Michigan  Territory  at  any  other  place  than  Green  Bay  %  If  I  can, 
will  it  suit  your  convenience,  as  a  member  of  that  Council,  to  at- 
tend in  the  next  two  months,  at  a  convenient  place  within  the 
Mining  District!  I  should  also  be  glad  to  know,  whether  you  de- 
sire a  session  of  it."  To  this  Mr.  Buenett  answered  as  follows : 
"  In  answer  to  the  first  question  proposed,  that  is,  whether  you 
can  convene  the  Council  at  any  other  place  than  Green  Bay,  I 
will  state  what  took  place  during  the  session  of  January  last  re- 
lative to  that  subject.  Near  the  close  of  the  session,  a  resolution 
was  introduced,  requesting  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  to  call 
the  Council  together  at  some  further  day,  and  at  a  different  place. 
Upon  this  resolution  a  discussion  arose,  and  the  measure  was  op- 
posed by  some,  upon  the  ground,  that  the  place  for  the  assembling 
of  the  Council  having  been  once  designated  by  the  competent 
authority,  it  was  then  fixed,  and  must  remain  so  until  it  shoiiid  be 
changed  by  law.  It  was  contended,  that  the  power  vested  in  the 
Executive  by  the  act  of  1835,  (of  Michigan,  making  Green  Bay 
the  pIaqO  of  meeting,)  was  not  a  continuing  power,  to  be  wfiroiied. 
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at  will,  by  changing  the  succeeding  meetings  of  the  Council  from: 
place  to  place ;  but  that  when  it  had  been  once  exerted,  the  au- 
thority was  exhausted,  and  could  be  renewed  only  by  subsequent' 
legislation.  The  subject  was  one  upon  which  I  had  not  previous- 
ly reflected,  and  the  arguments,  by  the  opponents  of  the  measure, 
had  not  before  occurred  to  me,  and  I  was  not  prepared  readily  to 
admit  the  conclusions  to  which  they  brought  the  minds  of  others; 
they,  however,  prevailed  with  a  decided  majority,  and  the  meas- 
ure was  defeated  by  an  almost  unanimoiis  v(»to.  Whatever  my 
present  opinion  may  be  upon  the  legal  principle  involved  in  the 
question,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  of  very  little  consequence,  as  I  am 
persuaded  that  unless  other  members  have  changed  theirs  since 
the  close  of  the  session,  a  quorum  could  not  be  obtained,  who 
think  that  the  Council  can  be  legally  convened  at  any  other  place 
than  the  one  first  designated  under  the  law. 

"  As  to  the  inquiry,  wbether  it  will  suit  my  convenience  to  at- 
tend a  session,  &c ,  I  will  remark,  that,  in  the  discharge  of  any 
public  duty,  I  have  ever  made  my  personal  considerations  yield 
to  the  emergency  of  the  case  ;  and  that  in  as  much  as  it  is  not  my 
privilege  to  have  public  measures  shaped  with  a  view  to  suit  my 
individual  wishes  and  convenience,  it  is  not  my  expectation  that 
they  should  be  so  ordered. 

"  In  reply  to  the  last  question  proposed,  I  will  say,  with  all  due 
deference  and  respect  for  the  Executive,  that  it  seems  to  me,  that 
my  individual  wishes  either  for  or  against  the  assembling  of  the 
Council,  ought  not  to  have  more  weight  and  influence  in  directing 
the  action  of  the  Governor,  than  those  of  any  other  citizen  of  the 
country.  The  Governor  will,  I  presume,  exercise  his  discretion 
upon  the  subject,  and  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure 
proposed,  from  the  exigency  of  the  times,  in  reference,  as  well,  to 
the  domestic  affairs  with  the  General  Government" 

This,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  was  the  last  attempt  to  keep  alive 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  in  Wisconsin.  On  the 
20fh  of  April,  1836,  the  act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Wisconr 
tin  was  approved,  and  took  effeot  on  the  4th  July  of  that  year. 


Things  now  began  to  operate  m  a  niore  legal  f  ^r-n  than  before.^ 
The  Secretary  of  the  former  Territury  was  made  Secretary  of  thii| 
and  notil  tbe  arrival  of  G  *y.  Dodge  was,  as  he  had  been  in  Siidx- 
igan,  acting  Govern  t.  Under  th;:  new  or^a'iiza*ion,  new  officerii 
a  new  Delegite  to  Cingrea?,  and  new  Coancilinen  and  Repreeea- 
tativea  had  to  be  chosen  ;  and,  as  on  former  o^caait^na,  Mr.  Bro> 
VEiT  waa  the  ch^'ice  of  numerous  frieLds.  A  strong  effort  waa 
made  to  get  his  name  befure  the  people  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gresSi  bat  thla  he  declined. 

The  organic  law  of  the  Territory  anthorized  the  Gro^emor  to 
cause  a  census  of  the  different  counties  tu  be  taken,  and  to  ap- 
portion the  thirteen  member's  of  the  G  luocil  and  the  twenty-six 
members  of  tbe  Houee  of  Ke^^resentatives,  ^^  among  the  sereral 
counties^^  '^  aa  nearly  equal  as  practicable."  Tbe  peo^.Ie  of  Craw* 
ford  county,  whero  Mr.  Bl'bvktt  resided,  underatood  this  law  to 
give  each  county  a  representation  in  each  house.  But  the  Got- 
emor  understood  it  oth-^rwiso,  and  apportioned  the  membensof  cho 
Council  among  the  C'junties  that  had  a  larger  population  than 
that  of  Cra^rford,  giving  tbe  latter  tfvo  meuibeis  of  the  Ilouse, 
but  no  member  of  tlie  C  juncil,  nor  attaching  tbe  coiiuty  to  any 
other  so  as  to  form  a  Council  district,  or  affoiding  tho  pe4>ple  an 
opportunity  in  any  way  to  vote  lor  a  Councilman.  IJpon  this 
state  of  tho  case,  the  [jO'jplo  claiming  to  be  erititleil  to  a  repi'escn- 
tative  in  the  Council,  unanimously  elected  Mr.  Cuasr^TT  to  that 
place. 

Tho  election  being  over,  Mr.  Burhbtt  wrote  to  Gov.  Dodq1| 
October  17th,  183H,  as  follows:  *'cSir:— You  will  peicicve  from 
the  Sheiiff'a  return  of  the  election  held  in  this  county,  that  the 
people  have  unanimousl  v  elected  mo  to  the  Council  in  tho  Lco'is- 
lative  Assembly  of  tbe  Teiritory.  As  tbe  act  for  establishing 
the  Territorial  Government  provides,  that  ^*  tho  number  of  porsuBi 
authorized  to  be  elected,  having  tho  greatest  number  of  votes  m 
each  of  the  said  counties  for  tbe  Council,  shall  be  declaiod  by  the 
aaid  Governor  to  bo  duly  elected  to  tbe  said  Council^"  the  quel* 
tion  b  anbmitted  to  joo,  whether  yen  will  deelare  me  to  be  4i4j 
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elected  to  tbe  Oonncil,  According  to  the  vote  of  the  connty.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  now  to  go  into  an  argnment  of  the  case,  bnt  I 
may  be  permitted  to  remark^  that  the  organic  law  evidently  was 
intended  to,  and  does  most  folly,  so  far  as  positive  enactment  can 
go,  secure  to  the  people  of  evert/  connty,  the  eqnal  rights  of  suf* 
frage  and  representation  with  tLeir  fellow  citizens  in  other  parti 
of  the  Territory.  The  people  of  this  county  have  elected  one 
member  to  the  Oonncil,  which  is  the  leagt  they  could  do,  to  have 
any  representation  in  that  body.  That  number  seems  most  clearly 
to  me  to  be  authorised  by  law,  to  be  elected,  and  proper  to  be  80 
declared  by  tbe  Executive.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  case,  as  it  now  stands,"  (there  being  thirteen  members 
elected,  besides  Mr.  Bdrrbtt,)  ^*  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  make  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  Executive, 
under  the  present  circumstances.  I  only  ask,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  an  entire  county,  what  they  and  I  are  perfectly  con- 
Tinced  is  our  lawful  right,  and  that  the  member  chosen  by  them 
with  one  voice  to  represent  them,  may  be  officially  declared  to  be 
duly  elected.** 

It  is  a  question  which  I  leave  to  others  to  decide,  whether  the 
trouble  in  this  case,  grew  out  of  the  wording  of  the  organic  law> 
or  out  of  the  Governor's  mis  application  of  that  law  in  making 
ihe  apportionment.  There  were  at  that  time  but  six  counties  in 
the  Territory  among  which  to  apportion  the  thirteen  Oouncilmen, 
and  the  twenty-six  Kepreeentatives.  Tbe  organic  law  seems 
clearly  to  contemplate,  that  each  county  would  contain  a  sufficient 
population  to  entitle  it  to  at  least  one  member  of  the  Council,  and 
one  or  more  members  of  the  House.  But  on  taking  the  census, 
it  was  found,  that  Orawford  county  did  not  contain  one  thirteentli 
part  of  tbe  population  of  the  Territory.  It  seems,  further,  that 
the  organic  law  made  no  provision  for  attaching  two  or  more 
eoonties  together,  so  as  to  constitute  a  Oouncil  district  Here 
was  a  lameness  in  the  law,  which  the  Oovernor,  it  seems,  thought 
ba  liad  no  power  to  remedy ;  'but  apportioned  the  members  of  the 
leaysetive  hones,  as  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  Inhalntaats  ai 
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the  motives  of  the  Goyemor.  He  certainlj  could  have  had  no 
intentioii  to  wrong  the  people  of  Crawford  couatj,  for  he  gare 
them  two  members  of  the  Honse,  which  was  more  than  their  pro- 
portion according  to  population.  But  still  the  law,  though  enaet- 
ed  under  a  misttdken  view  or  opinion  as  to  the  population  of  the 
sereral  counties,  most  clearly  contemplated  giving  each  county 
at  least  one  Councilman,  as  well  as  representatires.  The  ^por* 
tionmenty  howeyer,  was  so  made  as  to  give  the  13  members  to  the 
other  five  counties,  and  without  attaching  Crawford  to  any  other 
county  for  this  purpose. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Legislative  Assembly  met  at 
Belmont,  in  Nov.  1836,  when  ICr.  Bitrvkit  presented  his  claini 
and  certificate  of  election,  demanding  a  seat  in  the  GounciL  Bat 
the  trouble,  in  case  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat,  was,  that  there 
would  then  be  fourteen  instead  of  thirteen,  and  no  one  knew 
which  of  the  others  must  retire  to  give  him  room.  The  Council 
had  not  the  apportionment  of  its  own  body  previous  to  its  first 
meetmg,  and  if  the  Governor  had  erred  in  the  apportionment, 
the  Council  had  no  power  to  correct  the  error ;  and  the  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Bdbkiit  was  refused  a  seat  in  that  honorable  body.  All 
the  proceedings  in  this  case,  will  be  found  in  the  journal  of  the 
Council  of  that  session. 

At  this  Belmont  session,  and  in  organizing  the  Territorial  Gov- 
emment,  Mr.  Burnett  was  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Council,  as  District  Attorney  for  Crawford  county, 
and  on  the  receipt  of  the  oonmiission  therefor,  wrote  the  Govern- 
or as  folbws,  from  Prairie  dn  Chien,  Dec.  ITtli,  1836 :  ^<  8ir :— I 
was,  on  this  day,  handed  a  commission  appointing  me,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  LegislatiTe  Council,  District 
Attorney  for  the  county  of  Crawford.  I  take  the  earliest  ooea- 
sion  to  inform  you,  that  I  decline  accepting  the  appointment,  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  to  fill  the  ofl^  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient  Beliering,  as  I  do,  most  sineerely,  that  the  Council  Wi^: 
not  legally  organised,  and  that  it  had  not,  thesefiNre,  tb^  UiriU 
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authority  to  perform  any  valid  and  binding  act,  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  these  opinions,  assume  an  office  that  has  been  confer- 
red by  the  action  of  that  body.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  my  name 
was  presented  for  the  appointment,  withoat  any  knowledge  or 
consent  on  my  part.*' 

^^^^The  people  of  Crawford  county,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  ap- 
:nrtionment  of  the  Oounoil,  petitioned  Congress  for  redress ;  the 
etition  being  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Hon.  John  QmNor  Adamb 
CO  be  presented,  and  Mr.  Bubnett  wrote  that  eminent  statesmaa 
a  letter,  explaining  the  matter,  and  urging  the  favor  of  his  influ- 
ence in  their  behalf.  But  it  seemed  that  nothing  was  done  in  the 
premises.  In  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Bubnbtt's  addf  essing  that 
great  statesman  on  this  subject,  we  see  the  impropriety  of  any 
one's  taking  ultra  measures  in  political  matters.  It  has  been  seeui 
that  Mr.  Bubnett  was  an  original  Jaoksok  man,  and  of  course 
was  an  opponent  of  Mr.  Adams.  And  those  who  recollect  the 
spirit,  as  well  as  the  means,  need  in  that  contest,  would  hardly 
think  it  possible,  that  a  Jackson  man  would  ever  ask  a  favor  of 
Mr.  Adams,  under  any  circumstances.  But  in  the  circumstances 
herein  related,  under  the  administration  of  the  man  whom  he  had 
helped  into  office,  Mr.  Buenett  had  not  received  what  he  deemed 
equal  and  impartial  justice ;  and  to  obtain  this,  he  addresses  the 
the  very  man  whose  election  he  had  opposed.  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  understood  as  saying,  that  Mr.  Burnett  changed  his  political 
views,  as  a  Jaokson  democrat,  but  simply,  that  it  is  unsafe  in 
political  contests  to  condemn  or  consign  those  of  an  opposite  party 
to  oblivioi],  for  circumstances  may  so  change,  that  we  may  agree 
on  public  measures,  or  we  may  be  glad  of  their  favor  and  assist- 
ance in  subsequent  cases. 

On  the  29th  day  of  Dec.  1886,  Mr.  Bubnbtt  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucia  Mabia  Bbunbon,  my  second  daughter,  and  in  the 
spring  of  188T,  he  removed  to  OassviUe,  in  Grant  county.  Wis-' 
omsin.  He  changed  the  place  of  his  residence,  to  be  more  cen- 
tral to  his  professional  business,  which  was  now  greatly  extend- 
ingi  not  mdy  in  the  western  eoontiet  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin, 
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bat  also  into  what  is  now  Iowa,  in  Dabuqe,  and  eren  into  Det 
Hoinos  conntj. 

Early  in  the  year  1838,  the  subject  of  the  election  of  a  Delegate 
to  Oongro38  from  Wisconsin  Territory  was  agitated  ;  and  Mr,  Bdjk* 
JTETT  was  not  only  consulted  as  to  the  measures  proper  to  be  par- 
Baed,  but  was  strongly  solicited  by  bis  friends,  on  both  aides  of 
fhe  river,  to  suffer  his  name  to  be  used  in  the  contest.  But  before 
preliminaries  were  arranged.  Congress  divided  the  Territory,  and 
organized  that  of  lowi  out  of  the  portion  of  Wisconsin  which 
lay  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  This  entirely  changed  the  fact 
of  things  leaving  the  aspirants  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  an 
open  field,  •without  the  interference  of  the  local  interests,  wbioh 
naturally  grow  out  of  such  circumstances. 

Party  politics  had  hitherto  been  kept  out  of  sight  in  Territorial 
matters,  and  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  not  known  in  the  can* 
Tasses  for  office.  The  first  Delegate  from  the  Territory,  was  on^ 
derstood  to  be  a  Whig,  when  elected;  but  the  administration  of 
the  General  Government,  and  a  majority  in  Congress,  being  of 
ihe  Democratic  party,  it  was  deemed  prudent  by  himself  and  iiia 
friends  to  change  his  political  character.  One  reason  for  tliis,  wa8| 
that  as  the  Territory  was  dependent  upon  Congress  for  fundi  to 
tupport  its  Government,  make  its  internal  improvementB|  and 
pay  its  numerous  officers,  it  was  policy — the  usual  standard  of 
n:.orality,  truth  and  justice,  with  the  majority  of  the  politicians 
of  the  day — for  our  Delegate  to  be  on  the  strong  side  of  CongreaSi 
and  the  Administration,  in  hopes  to  obtain  greater  appropriations 
from  the  National  Treasury. 

With  a  view  to  secure  this  object  in  the  election,  witbont  tha 
contingency  of  a  change  in  political  views  or  policy,  Mr.  BuBSSit 
wa8  called  upon  by  the  Hon.  J.  8.  H.,  one  of  the  delegatea  to  the 
nominating  convention,  to  know  whether  he  ^^profofsed  the  priir 
ciples  of  the  Whig  party,  and  whether  he  was  in  favor  of  aNl^ 
tional  Bank  as  the  only  means  of  regulating  the  currency,  and 
whether  he  believed  in  its  constitutionality." 

The  abpve  waa  dated  at  Green  fii^j,  Ang.  ITthp  18^  wd  Ur. 
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BuBmrr,  then  being  at  that  place,  on  the  daj  following  replied  at 
followB :  ^^In  answer  to  jour  letter  of  jesterday,  it  gives  rae  plea- 
sure to  etate,  that  I  do  not  now  and  never  have  profesBod  the 
principles  of  tlie  Whig  party.  All  my  political  principles  were 
imbibed  in  the  school  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  taoght  by  Mr* 
Jefferson  and  his  associates  and  followers,  and  I  am  too  far  ad* 
vanced  to  change  these  principles.  I  have  always  been  opposed 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  All  the  arguments  that  have 
been  elicited  in  late  years  in  favor  of  that  institation,  have  not| 
in  any  degree,  tended  to  change  my  opinion.  I  am,  and  ever 
have  been,  in  favor  of  a  strict,  limited  constmction  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  a  strict  responsibility  of  all  public  agents.  I  do  not 
believe  it  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  our  Constitution,  to  con- 
fer on  Congress  the  power  of  creating  a  National  Bank ;  and  in 
all  cases  where  such  a  measure  is  even  doubtful,  I  think  the  safer 
€0Qrse  is,  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  people,  and  to  the  States.  I 
bave  thuf  frankly,  and  in  a  few  words,  given  you  my  opiuiooa 
upon  these  questions ;  believing  it  to  bo  the  right  of  the  citizen  to 
enquire  of  a  candidate  for  office  as  to  his  views  npon  the  political 
measures  of  the  country ;  I  am  nevertheless  clearly  satisfied,  that 
it  is  not  good  policy  to  make  national  politics  a  test  question  in 
onr  Territorial  elections,  and  am  opposed  to  any  attempt,  at  pre* 
sent,  at  the  organization  of  parties  in  the  Territory.''  In  this 
Congressional  contest,  there  were  three  candidates  in  the  fieldi 
6x0.  W.  Jones,  J.  D.  Dorr,  and  Mr.  BuBjrsrr.  Each  had  his 
warm  friends,  and  the  election  was^ warmly  contested.  But  Mr. 
Doty  was  the  successful  man. 

In  a  letter  now  before  me,  from  a  friend  of  Mr.  Burhbtt  in 
Bacine,  giving  reasons  why  the  election  in  that  county  went  so 
different  from  what  was  expected,  among  other  reasons  says,  ^^  the 

tar  in  this  villsge  was  kept  open  by 's  friends  on  the  day  oi 

•lection,  and  I  am  credibly  inforoied  that  the  bill  was  $26  00.'' 
When  will  the  time  come  that  bribery  will  not  be  resorted  t0|  to 
purchase  votes  t  And  what  can  a  man  value  himself  at,  who  viU 
stU  ilm  Tot^i  a  fiot  bioiseUi  for  a  drink  of  wiuskey  I    U^itil  tU« 
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cormpt  and  corrapting  practice  is  ditcountenanced,  discarded  and 
abandoned,  we  cannot  reasonably  expect ^mrt^y  in  our  public  men* 
In  this  case,  it  is  not  said  that  the  candidate  footed  the  mm  bill, 
bnt  that  his  friends  did.  This  thej  might  do  without  his  knowledge 
or  consent,  but  these  friends  would  not  be  to  that  expense  unless 
they  expected,  if  their  candidate  was  successful,  to  be  compensated 
in  the  shape  of  ofBce,  contract  for  some  public  work,  or  by  direct 
remuneration.  In  either  case,  corruption  is  at  the  bottom  or 
foundation  of  the  movement,  and  while  men  will  thus  sell  their 
influence,  the  electire  franchise  is  but  a  &rce,  and  liberty  is  bnt 
a  solemn  mockery ;  for  the  people  who  thus  dispose  of  their  rights, 
are  but  slaves  to  a  political  demagogue,  who,  if  he  would  thus 
purchase  votes,  would,  in  time,  sell  himself  to  a  usurper  of  a 
higher  grade,  and  become  a  vassal  to  a  crowned  head,  if  by  so 
doing  he  could  be  well  paid  for  his  own,  and  the  liberty  of  his 
country.  These  remarks  are  not  made  with  reference  to  this  case 
particularly,  but  the  fact  having  occurred  here  gave  rise  to  the 
general  reflection. 

From  the  numerous  nominations,  together  with  Ihe  numerous 
letters  Mr.  Bumnnr  reeceived  from  the  leading  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  Territory,  it  was  but  a  reasonable  calculation  on  his 
part,  as  well  as  on  that  of  his'  friends,  that  he  would  be  elected. 
But  such  is  the  ^^  glorious  uncertainty"  of  politics,  as  well  as  law^ 
that  he,  like  many  others  of  merit,  was  doomed  to  be  disappoint^ 
ed,  and  this  one  added  to  others  heretofore  alluded  to,  induced 
him  to  remain  silent  and  inactive  on  this  score  for  some  length  of 
time.  Nor  would  he  ever  again  have  been  a  candidate  for  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  if  he  had  not  literally  been  dreg- 
ged  out  of  his  retirement  by  his  friends. 

The  Delegate  from  Wisconsin  had  up  to  this  time  been  eleeted 
in  the  odd  year,  so  that  his  two  years  ran  into  two  Oongi^Mea, 
and  as  Judge  Dorr  was  successful  1838,  and  the  Govemer  and  a 
majority  of  the  Legislature  being  opposed  to  him,  it  wto  ddemed 
a  flivorable  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  him,  by  esaottng  that  tiM 
tlaetiov  of  Delegate  should  oonreepood  to  the^  tieetfcm  of  •d^dfe' 
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election  of  Delegate  in  1839.  Judge  Dorr  and  Btbon  limBovas 
were  the  prominent  candidates,  and  by  Bome  means  which  I  have 
not  seen  explained,  Mr.  BuxumiT  was  again  brought  before  the 
pnblic  in  that  connection.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  from  his 
own  correspondence,  that  he  consented  or  refused  to  have  his 
mune  used  in  that  way.  The  frieoda  of  each  of  the  prominent, 
candidates,  reported  that  his  name  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
dividing  the  vote  of  their  respective  friends.  Of  this  Mr.  Bu&T 
VXTT  was  not  guilty,  nor  was  he  capable  of  such  a  measure.  As 
ft  was,  he  received  but  a  few  scattering  votes,  and  Judge  Dorr 
was  again  successful,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  law-ma- 
kers and  changers. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Bubneti's  practice  at  the  bar  was  greatly 
enlarging,  and  he  was  preparing  his  farm  in  Grant  county  for  the 
reception  of  his  family,  where  ho  intended,  and,  as  it  finally  re^ 
suited,  did  spend  the  remnant  of  his  days  on  earth,  and  to  which> 
he  moved  his  family  in  1840,  andgave  it  the  name  of  ^'Hermitage.'-, 
In  the  spring  of  1842,  Gov.  Dorr  in  organizing  the  militia  of  the 
Territory  a^^ointed  Mr.  Bitbnbit  General  of  the  2nd  Brigade  o£ 
the  2nd  Division. 

In  the  fall  of  1842,  a  murder  was  committed  on  Prairie  du  Ohieiiy 
£>r  which  five  soldiers  were  arrested  and  indicted,  for  whose  de- 
fsnce  Mr.  Bubnbtt  was  employed.  The  accnsed  were  acquitted, 
and  for  the  want  of  other  means  to  pay  their  Counsel,  they  assign- 
ed over  to  him  their  pay  due  from  the  United  States,  for  and 
daring  the  time  of  their  confinement,  which  assignment  was 
sanctioned  by  the  officer  commanding  the  company  to  which  they 
belonged.  But  the  pay  ^master,  M^or  Stbest,  refused  to  pay  him^ 
or  them,  for  the  time  of  their  crmfinement,  under  a  decision  of 
ICr.  Thorktoh,  the  3nd  Oontroller  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  IStft.. 
Siom  this  decision^  Mr.  BnBVsnr  appealed  to  the  Beoretary  o£ 
"WsVi  who  referred  the  matter  to  the  Pay-Msilter  General,  snd  he 
IP  torn  referred  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Controller,  ^'  that  sddierii 
f(NDifiiiftd(bgr  the  eifil  Mibmitj  for  aUsged  ^ciminsL  oflRBftces,  in 
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not  entitled  to  pay  from  the  United  States  for  the  time  they  aie 
00  ooDfined.  The  fact  that  the  men  were  not  cooTicted,  does  not 
alter  the  caee.  The  decision  is  'based  on  the  gronnd,  that  no  ser 
vice  having  been  rendered  the  Uuited  States  dnring  that  time, 
tbejTy  like  other  employers,  are  not  bound  to  pay  for  any." 

Bat  Mr.  BaBEfirrr,  with  his  characteristic  diligence  as  a  lawjer, 
Aever  yielding  a  point  in  which  he  thought  he  was  right,  until  the 
last  thing  possible  was  done,  appealed  from  this  tribunal  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Stater,  to  whom  he  writes  Ang.  98tb,  1848| 
as  follows :  ^*I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  request  your  ezaminatioB 
of  the  enclosed  correspondence.  When  the  matter  was  snbmitted 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  erpected  that  he  would  give 
it  some  attention,  and  not  turn  it  over  to  the  Pay-Master  GeneraL 
Be  had  already  given  his  orders  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
Sd  Controller,  under  which  Major  Stbbet  was  acting,  when  he 
refused  to  pay  the  men.  If  I  had  wanted  a  re  iteration  of  tha 
order,  if  it  could  have  been  of  the  least  imaginable  benefit  to  flie 
or  the  men  for  whom  I  have  been  acting,  and  at  whose  request  1 
am  still  urging  their  claims  for  justice,  to  have  it  again  promnl-' 
gated,  I  should' have  written  to  the  Pi^y-Mastcr  General  direct, 
without  troubling  the  Honorable  Secretary  to  hand  my  letteia 
over  to  him  to  be  answered. 

**  The  Pay*Master  General  says,  that  ^  the  decision  of  the  9d  Con* 
troller  is  based  upon  the  ground,  that  no  service  having  beev 
Fsadered  the  United  States  dnring  that  time,  they,  like  other  ei^ 
ployers,  are  not  bound  to  pay  for  any.'  The  same  principle 
would  prevent  the  payment  of  a  soldier  for  the  time  he  might  be 
confined  in  the  Hospital  by  sickness,  or  wounds,  or  while  he  was 
m  prisoner  of  war.  Why  are  the  men,  in  either  of  these  cases^ 
paid  for  the  time  in  which  they  render  no  service  t  Because  they 
have  been  prevented  by  circumstances  to  which  they  mustsuV 
mit,  and  have  not  withheld  their  services  voluntarily.  But  Mr. 
Ibouitqh  says,  *  where  the  soldier  is  confined  by  the  elvil  an* 
liMHity,'  (an  authority  to  which  the  highest  ofllclal  ie  bound  la 
tDbmit,  no  mattar  how  «i|jiiat  the  eonlBMmeBt  nmy  biS|)'tlie^  «rii^ 
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fbrtnne  fell  on  Iiim,  and  he  most  bear  it.  Now  in  every  imagina- 
ble case,  for  every  day  when  the  muster  roll  does  not  show  the 
eoldier  to  be  present,  or  absent  on  doty,  no  matter  what  acoident| 
or  misfortune  may  have  intervened,  the  rale,  with  equal  justice 
and  reason,  and  aa  much  law  to  support  ir,  would  be  applied — the 
eoldier  must  bear  his  ujisfoi  tune.  The  principle  will  not  not  bear 
extension  ;  it  cannot  be  sustained  by  reason  and  analogy. 

^'The  substance  of  tlie  position  is,  that  in  every  case,  where  no 
service  id  rendered,  there  can  be  no  pay  demanded,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  cou)pared  to  an  individual.  Thie 
rale  would  exclude  every  officer  of  the  Government,  civil  and 
aiilitary,  from  receiving  pay  when  absent  from  the  appointed 
place  of  his  duty,  or  when  he  fails  to  render  service.  To  apply 
it  to  the  army,  if  an  officer  is  absent  on  furlough,  or  imprisoned 
on  either  civil  or  criminal  process,  we  never  hear  of  the  rule  be. 
ing  applied  to  him.  Is  law  or  reason  ditferent  when  applied  from 
what  it  is,  when,  under  the  same  circumstances,  applied  to  a  sol- 
dier!  Is  it  to  be  established  as  a  permanent  measure  of  our 
Government,  that  one  rule  of  justice  is  to  be  applied  to  the  poor 
soldier,  who  always  needs  protection,  and  a  different  and  more 
favorable  one  to  officers  who  are  never  so  necessitous,  and  who 
are  always  more  able  to  protect  themselves,  and  whose  pay  is  of 
io  much  more  consequence,  so  far  as  saving  is  concerned  ?" 

But  the  appeal  was  of  no  avail  until  two  years  after,  when  the 
money  was  paid.  It  appears  from  the  papers  in  the  case,  that 
this  rule  of  the  Controller  had  lain  dormant  for  ten  yeartt^  on  this 
frontier,  and  it  was  not  known  to  exist  either  by  the  Pay  Master 
or  officers  ot  the  army,  until  it  appoaied  in  this  case,  and  of  its 
injustice  no  one  can  reasonably  doubt.  As  an  item  of  history,  it 
is  of  little  importance;  but  as  it  involves  an  important  principle 
of  law,  and  exhibits  the  glaring  injustice  of  the  Government  to- 
wards the  weak  and  beipletiS,  it  is  worthy  qf  nolo. 

From  the  organization  of  the  ^upjomo  Court  of  the  Territory^ 
lir.,  Jioiuuxr  had  been  the  Sepocter  thereof^  and  in  the  winter  ef 
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1843-4,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  publication  of  the  Seports 
of  -casee  in  that  Court,  with  the  Laws  of  the  session.  This  requhv 
ed  the  re-writing  of  the  whole  on  short  faotice,  but  the  work  was 
accomplished  in  due  time.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
where  political  squabbles  for  the  ascendency  interfered  with  the 
proper  administration  of  the  Government,  there  were  two  claim- 
ants of  the  manuscript.  The  Legislature  had  given  the  printing 
of  the  Laws  and  Beports  to  Mr.  Geosgb  Hyeb,  while  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Territory,  who  held  the  **  purse  strings,"  wished  to 
give  it  to  Mr.  W.  W,  Wtman.  Furthermore  the  Legislature  ap- 
pointed Jomf  Catlin  and  Bek.  0.  Eastman,  commissioners  to  su- 
perintend the  publication  of  the  Laws  and  Beports,  and  to  com- 
pare the  Laws  in  the  proof  sheets  with  the  originals  in  the  Secre- 
tary's Office,  but  there  were  some  fears  expressed  that  the  Secre- 
tary would  not  grant  the  privilege  of  this  comparison  in  his  Office, 
which  fears,  I  believe,  were  without  sufficient  foundation  to  justi- 
fy them.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  Bxtbnstt  was  called  upon 
by  both  claimants  for  his  MS.  Beports.  But  the  commissioners 
being  first  in  their  call,  and  Mr.  Bubnett  believing  that  the  will 
of  the  people  as  expressed  by  their  representatives,  should  be 
obeyed,  in  preference  to  that  of  a  foreign  Secretary,  who  was  sent 
here  by  the  Federal  Government  merely  or  chiefly  as  a  fiscal  agent 
he  sent  the  MS.  to  the  commissioners,  who  caused  the  Reports  to 
be  printed  according  to  law. 

Bi  the  year  1844,  Mr.  Buknbtt  was  called  upon  to  appear  be- 
fore the  people  of  his  county  of  Grant,  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Assembly.  There  seems  to  have  been  strong  efforts  made  against 
his  election,  on  account  of  the  independence  with  which  he  attend- 
ed upon  his  duties  at  the  bar,  but  he  succeeded  by  a  handsome 
majority,  having  1000  out  of  the  1500  votes  cast. 

In  the  winter  of  1844-5,  and  while  the  Assembly  was  in  ses- 
sion, a  rumor  that  an  Indian  war  had  broken  out,  camOi  with  a 
thousand  fearful  forebodings,  producing  intense  excitement  in  and 
aboat  the  OapitoL    At  this  time,  the  militia  laws  had  dl  been 
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repealed,  probably  with  a  view  to  counteract  the  euppoaed  influx 
ence  of  Gov.  Doty,  and  the  capital  he  might  have  made  by  the 
organization  of  the  militia,  and  the  appointment  of  the  officers 
from  among  his  friends,  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  being 
opposed  to  Doty.  At  this  juncture,  however,  a  change  in  the 
administration  of  the  General  Government  had  changed  Governors, 
and  Gen.  Dodge  was  again  at  the  helm  of  the  Territory.  Bat  the 
law  which  abolished  the  militia  service  with  a  view  to  hamper 
and  trammel  Doty,  was  now,  in  a  time  of  need,  found  to  trammel 
and  hamper  Dodgb,  for  though  great  fear  was  excited,  that  plunder 
and  murder  would  be,  or  were  actually  being  committed  by  the 
Indians,  the  Governor's  hands  were  tied  by  the  law,  which  he 
had  himself  approved.  The  representations  of  Indian  disturban- 
ces made  to  the  Governor,  he  communicated  to  the  Assembly. 

K  I  have  been  rightly  informed,  the  emergency  of  the  case  was 

such,  as  to  call  the  two  Houses  together  at  an  evening  session,  to 

recieve  the  Governor's  Message  on  the  subject,  and  to  devise 

ways  and  means  for  the  public  defence.    And  while  one  was 

looking  at  another,  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do,  Mr.  Bubnett 

penned  and  offered  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  by  which  the  militia 

organization  had  been  abolished,  and  to  restore  the  former  laws 

upon  the  subject.    In  offering  the  bill  which  contained  only  a 

few  lines,  he  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  so  that  the  bill ' 

passed  at  once,  and  was  sent  to  the  Oouncil ;  and,  by  the  same 

process,  it  was  passed  there,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  from  the 

time  it  was  first  offered,  the  Governor  had  approved  of  it,  and 

the  whole  militia  of  the  Territory  was  organized,  officers  and  all,  - 

and  measures  were  said  to  be  taking  to  call  out  a  portion  of  it,  to 

chastise  the  supposed  marauders ;  when  a  second  communication 

to  the  Governor,  showed  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  it.    Hie 

first  report  had  grown  out  of  exaggerated  statements  of  some 

white  hunters,  who  had  come  in  contact  with  some  Indians  in  the 

aune  pursuit,  and^who  probably  took  some  game  which  the  whites 

wmdd  have  l>een  glad  to  have  taken ;  and  possiblj  some  pigi  hid^ 
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taVei  on  the  credit  of  tie  I::d:an<,  bat  this  v^ssnsfer  prom 

agtti'.it  th^rn  • 

Mr.  B^EHETf  was  ••r^-n  in  tfe  I>2i5'a^re  ia  1SI6.  w^ea  ir* 
ran?«:nr  cTHa  were  ./.idctocali  aC  ?!  vent  on  toform  a  Cjosutctios 
for  a  F"  ito  G  "er  .  :e^^     II :?  wa-  aV^  e?ec*c«:  a  Dr'e^te-ta  tbe 

C-T»vei.' 'H?,  'xLich  m'-t  en  th^r  5th  day  *.'f  0-*t  bo^  18 16.  lie  wn, 
however,  preheated,  \v  «!.-knrs3.  fm'n  reacbir^  Mad:son,  nnfil 
the  14'Ii  '^f  the  rr.onrh,  when  he  to-.k  hU  se^t  in  tM*  firs:  State 
Convent!  .n.  lie  had  licen  some  morirhs  c^nfir.ed  at  home  by 
difease,  arid  waa  indeed  :  nrit  to  leare  h  ri.e  whe":  he  did.  Bat 
feeling  the  high  r«.-5p^n*i'j  lities  wh'eh  rested  np.-n  him,  he  re- 
paire'i  to  tiie  Capital,  b:it  Lis  star  there  wa«  desticed  to  be  ahorl 
On  the  19th  of  iLe  :n  irsth,  Mrs.  Bcrxett,  wlio  thedaj  prerioos 


•  Bj  wUncn  t*  tW  :^j.»U*1v«  JoarcAU.  it  vrpean  that  tki>  mmtM^w  tm^ytrnt  ••  Uwbrti 

la^  «4  t^  dlwFL**!  liaK*4s»  os  tb«  Vi*en3«ia  Kirvr.  fo  OrmLtCJi'  tj,  d*lc4  >aa^f  t.lewt  F«Jk  X, 
Ittf,  AUXug  *a  [•&!*>*•:    "!*•  a'.i£.-BA««f  :<m  pr«i-i«aB4  •air-fSBdiof  erwatry.  having  te«Blv  Ha 

■AllH  to  thni  bu!l;lBf  ted  iegvXis,  b«v«  &t  IrsfiL  C^rii  ft-rod  Co  t^i*  ^€rmier  rvMirt — Co  tab  ap  •■«■ 
Utmas  fjbUctiriB.  TbUevebi»f  »  »kiimt*h  loot  pUc*  W-iactB  tlit  iMiuM  ^mjA  tiM  cillarc*,  to  «hMi 
four  cf  tb«  tun^r  vrre  MrT*:n:i/,  if  loI  mortsilj.  woandcJ  :  aaJ  fri-a  tae  koova  cliandrr  •#  ttel*- 
4haii,  «•  mMj  Bitonlij  »Tr«il  aior«  •cr*"es  em  ae^rDers  tu  ttuae.  A  ir  je  aod  comtt  »tabvmi  •! 
t^  «QE VMBOM  of  tLr  a»j,  i«  MUtotaaluI'iy  a*  foiloa  » :  A  Bamter  af  tho  lodiaaa  aias  do«»  Ite  «wtt 
•ids  4t  li««  Wi^erfLftio  Kt^er  to  Ca{.L  iu^tu'*,  acd  aIu!*  Li«  caai«.  Ht  cuciTertd  ia«a^  Mi  caitoi  Ift 
t^m  to  biio*  itteek,  vLieL  thrj  r«.'n««d  to  do.  TLe  Capt  ia.  aiih  aevrral  flt^r  mm,  aumm  «n«rtA 
ttia  »b-i«,  f«uLd  tbe  I&ciact  wLo  tt^ok  lLi  b<iai,  aad  cha»tiM4  ao*  ar  two  d  th*  d  witb  « ■tjft.  aad  to 
Um  m*:la*,  one  ul  hi*  laen  «&/«  Mvert'v  Lurt  miib  a  club,  ia  XLv  band*  of  one  ot  tiie  luaiaaa.  Tba  !■- 
tfana  thto  ran,  and  the  cilra^nc,  a  uumUer  o(  vhi'ia  La-J  b>  ll.i*  timeobllrclrd,  tult*.«ed  tbvaafittto 
«iiy  mid  rttarwrd.  la  a  abi^rt  tioit  tb«  laaiaoa  oma  toefc  ala«.  All  iba  diiircA  b%rit.c  If  ihia  tiai 
aaaembl<*d.  (  a^.t.  Jahu  B.  Bar^a  aL<J  Uourm  advADCvd  tovatda  tbcin,  aaamird  aad  iu  a  paaccaWa  bmb* 
■cr,  saklnjf  fn*-:'dl/  manif^^taU'M.e— ail  ni  wLL  b  iiiur  tL«  IbOiaiia  Uinrateocd,  I  j  dra«l..g  tb^irkuivM^ 
thMwiof  off  tbrlr  Uanfceta,  waving  ibrlr  gaaa  la  Ibc  air,  and  puinting  tben  towar,!  tLa  wbilrau  Fto^ 
leg  it  im[0ii»AUli!  tu  paciry  or  a|i(.ea»a  tbroi,  tbcj  tvparali d,  aou  lo  a  BMUvcai  the/  fiffi4  opifO  tiM  dW> 
oeaa^^ba  r.rzt  miouti!  tbt-ir  fire  waji  rvtunird,  aad  loar  of  Uitm  feli  **  TLe/  thro  add,  that  Uw  lodiaai 
bate  aeal  tticir  raaoera  to  eollrtt  tbfir  acaticTrd  hiwlff,  atid  tta  vbitea  bavt  Pvat  for al4  ;  Uiat  Ik^f 
vaoi  tbe  Govfroor'a  aft*iataiice,  and  aia  deUiniiMd  ta  Ull  ar  driraevefy  Ikdiiaao  |li«  Vlaaaaali^ 
•ver  tta  lltflftia»ip|,i  ;  ha«a  npmaida  of  fort j  meo  anderama,aad  hava  choaao  JaHaaO.  Karsste 
Gsplatob 

(fOT.  robcc  recanmeBded  Iba  adopllaa  mi  a  ■wiirial  ta  tbt  Vm  itdai j  ef  ITv,  apbiag  tor  Awfviff 
€ngaoDa  to  protect  tbe  froaller  aetilmwiita.  **  la  tba  coBrM«d^  balf  aa  boar/*  aaf  a  tba  Madlnoa  S^[m 
%t  fkat  period,  ••  raaalatloM  wcfv  a*>ple4  ta  tbat  eftct,  aad  the  nlUtla  Uar  of  iba  I^rrie^iy  niin<  ^ 

nTrT-lhiaiyiaffBinrBtif  Hi  I  gl  lilw^ililTiTir H«llMimiito<j  ai Ifa U f  Itoil 

^^^tkaaaclte■•mthaddi•4Mr»J«BMlD•Bantro•bto«u•pflch«lie&  LkOLBl 
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had  returned  from  Ae  fnneral  of  her  mother,  was  taken  with  the 
typhoid  fever,  then  prevalent  in  the  conntry.  In  a  few  days, 
her  danger  was  snch,  that  his  presence  was  deemed  essential, 
and  a  messenger  was  sent  with  his  own  team  for  him.  On  the 
night  of  the  25th,  after  the  fatignes  of  the  day,  he  left  Madison 
in  a  wagon  for  home,  eighty-five  miles  distant,  and  reached  home^ 
before  he  slept,  the  night  following.  This  fatigno  and  exposure^ 
together  with  his  anxiety  of  mind,  canse^  a  relapse  of  his  disease, 
and  he  was  at  once  confined  to  his  bed  ;  and  besides  his  wife,  hia 
mother,  who  a  few  months  previously  bnd  come  to  spend  her  de- 
clining days  with  him,  also  lay  under  the  same  roof,  and  under 
the  inflaenco  and  effects  of  the  same  disease,  and  all  three  within 
hearing  of  each  other. 

On  the  Ist  day  of  November,  184:6,  his  mother  departed  this 
life  in  peace,  but  neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Burnett  could  follow  her 
to  the  grave.  On  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  BuENErx 
breathed  his  last,  and  in  about  three  hours  afterwards  his  wife 
followed  him  into  the  spirit-world.  The  house,  at  this  time,  was 
emphatically  the  house  of  mourning.  Mrs.  Bcrnett's  father,  two 
brothers,  sister,  and  several  other  relations  were  present,  but  Mr. 
BtmNSTT  had  no  relative  present,  other  than  those  already  men- 
tioned, of  his  wife's.  But  such  was  the  deep  hold  he  had  upon 
the  affections  of  his  neighbors,  that  no  care  or  pains  were  spared 
for  his  comfort,  and  that  of  his  afflicted  family.  The  house  was 
literally  thronged  both  day  and  night,  not  merely  by  spectators, 
but  by  those  who  sympathized  with  the  afflicted,  and  came  to 
administer  relief. 

The  news  of  this  double  death,  spread  with  the  velocity  of  the 
wind ;  and  on  the  7th,  a  large  concourse  of  people  assembled  to 
convey  the  deceased  couple  to  their  single  grave.  Mr.  Buknett 
had  selected  a  spot  in  a  beautiful  grove,  at  the  head  of  his  gar- 
den, for  his  family  cemetery,  where  he  had  already  buried  a  little 
son,  who  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  and  where  his  mother 
but  five  days  before  had  been  interred ;  and  there  his  masonic 
brethren,  hia  fiunilj  conneotion8|  and  a  large  conconrse  of  friendly 
41 


eonsigiied  hu  remains  mod  those  of  his  oompanion  to  one  *^ft™«wn 
2i»Te.  Lsngnage  can  never  depict  the  intense  state  of  feeling 
that  pervaded  the  whole  commonity.  The  mail  oonveyed  the  sad 
intelligence  to  the  Convention. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  Hon«  J.  Aixkn  ttAMtw^^  to  vfaom 
the  sad  intelligence  was  sent,  rose  in  the  Convention,  and  made 
the  following  announcement :  "  Died  at  his  residence  at  the 
Hermitage,  Nov.  Sth,  1846,  TnoacAs  P.  Bnumn^  aged  fovty-ox 
years  and  two  months.  '  Also,  the  same  day,  Lucia  M.  Buassn, 
his  wife,  aged  twenty-nine  years  and  seven  months.  Also  at  the 
same  place,  on  the  let  inst,  Mrs.  Judfth  Buxnstt,  mother  of  Ifr. 
Buhkett,  aged  seventy-three  years."  Mr.  T^A»pg»  then  offued 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  nnanimonsly  adopted : 

*^  Sesclved^  That  this  Convention  has  heard  the  announcement 
of  the  appalling  intelligence  of  the  death,  by  a  malignant  fever, 
during  the  ssmc  day,  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Busseit,  one  of  its 
members  from  the  county  of  Grant,  and  his  wife,  and  also  of  his 
mother,  with  feelings  of  the  most  poignant  grief  and  heart-rend- 
ing sorrow. 

Hesdved^  That  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Thob.  P.  Bubnxit,  this 
Convention  has  lost  one  of  its  most  talented,  intelligent  and  use- 
ful members;  community  one  of  its  most, valuable  citizens,  and 
brightest  ornaments ;  his  immediate  circle  of  acquaintance  an 
ardent  friend,  and  his  family  and  kindred  have  sustained  a  lose, 
for  which,  the  expression  of  our  deepest  and  warmest  sympathies, 
can  afford  but  a  slight  consolation. 

^^  JSesolved^  That  as  a  testimony  of  our  respect  for  the  deceased, 
the  members  of  this  Convention  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
fbr  thirty  days. 

<'  Heaolvedy  as  a  further  testimony  of  respect  for  the  deceased, 
That  this  Convention  will  adjourn  over  the  morrow. 

<'  JSeaolvedf  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary,  and  transmitted  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased." 

On  the  monow  after  these  proceedings,  the  Oimveiitioii,  wMt 
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1A1II7  cituenB  of  HadiBon,  and  of  the  Territory  then  at  that  place, 
met  in  the  Oapitol,  when  a  eoitable  fhneral  disconrse  was  delivered 
bj  Bev.  Mr.  HoHugh,  the  Chaplain.  This  was  probably  one  of 
the  most,  if  not  the  most,  solemnly  impressive  scenes  ever  wit- 
neeaed  in  that  place.  The  death  of  Abnoti,  who  fell  in  the  Oonn- 
cil  Chamber  by  the  hand  of  Yineyabd,  probably  produced  more 
ezeitement,  bat  it  was  of  a  different  kind ;  it  was  produced  by 
man  acting  upon  his  fellow  man.  Bat  this  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  to  whom  all  bowed  in  humble  submission,  and  not  with 
feelings  of  revenge  or  retaliation. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  District  Court  at  Mineral  Point, 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Buknetf,  for  the  first  time  since  that  place 
had  become  a  county  seat,  produced  a  most  solemn  impression  on 
the  minds  of  the  Court,  the  bar,  officers  and  citizens,  and  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held;  an  address  suited  to  the  occasion  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jaoksobt,  afterwards  Judge  Jacesok,  and  reso- 
lutions,  similar  to  those  of  the  Convention,  wore  adopted. 

Mr.  BuBHETT  left  one  daughter  six  years  of  age,  and  one  son 
not  quite  two  years  of  age,  with  sufficient  means  for  their  support 
and  education,  and  to  make  a  respectable  beginning  in  the  world, 
if  spared  to  reach  their  majority,  which  is  most  ardently  desired. 
It  will  be  expected,  that  in  a  memoir  of  so  distinguished  an 
individual,  something  will  be  said  of  his  character.  But  from 
the  relation  which  I  sustained  to  him,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  that 
a  delicacy  rests  upon  me,  which  forbids  any  attempt  at  eulogy  or 
panegyric  upon  him  from  my  pen.  I  may,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  give  the  naked  facts,  and  leave  the  reader  to  enlarge  accor- 
ding to  his  own  ideas  of  propriety. 

In  person,  Mr.  Bubhstt  was  below  the  ordinary  size,  being  about 
five  feet,  eight  inches  in  hight,  rather  slim  built,  and  weighed 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  His  education  was  not  of 
the  profound  and  extended  character  of  some,  b^ing  principally 
self-acquired ;  but  being  a  diligent  student,  he  was  second  to  bat 
few  of  his  profession  in  legal  lorei  or  in  general  historical  and 
poUtfeaL  knowledge^  and  knowing  that  if  his  aapiratioDB  in  the 


324 

world  were  ever  attained,  it  must  be  bj  his  own  industry  and 
application,  he  spared  no  pains  in  acquiring  all  osefdl  knowledge 
for  his  profession.  His  address  was  of  the  most  pleasing  and  popu- 
lar character.  At  the  bar,  to  the  court  and  jury,  as  well  aa  in  his 
social  intercourse,  he  was  courteous  and  affable,  and  seldom  gave 
offence  to  his  opponents.  One  strong  and  prominent  trait  of  Ida 
character,  was,  the  sympathy  of  his  nature.  He  so  fully  entered 
into  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  his  clieute^,  that  even  in  doubtful 
cases,  he  felt  that  he  was  right ;  yet  his  courtesy  never  allowed  him, 
in  arguing  a  case,  to  aflirm  things  to  be  true,  of  which  he  had  no 
knowledge.  That  which  rested  on  opinion,  he  gave  as  opinion ; 
and  after  stating  his  reasons  for  so  thinking,  left  it  to  the  court  or 
jury,  whichever  ho  was  addressing,  to  dociUe  from  their  own  con- 
victions of  right. 

In  his  pecuniary  matters,  he  was  industrious  in  accumulating, 
and  economical  in  all  his  habits.  He  had  au  eye  to  competent  re- 
tirement; and  to  this  end,  selected  one  of  tlie  most  lovely  spots 
on  the  Military  Hoad  from  Prairie  du  Chicu  to  Fort  Winnebago^ 
now  Portage  City,  it  being  on  a  high  ridgo,  where  timber  and 
prairie  lands  were  in  close  connection.  And  liaving  a  taste  for 
agriculture  and  horticulture,  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  their 
superintendence.  Ho  built  a  double  log  cabin  in  which  to  live, 
till  his  means  would  allow  him  to  build  a  better;  and  nt  tho  time 
of  his  death,  had  his  drafts  made,  and  was  about  to  close  hia  con- 
tracts for  the  erection  of  a  spacious  stone  mansion ;  but  this  was 
not  accomplished.  His  orchard,  gardeu,  and  lawns,  were  arranged 
with  great  taste  and  beauty.  Tho  trees  and  shrubs  were  pruned 
with  care ;  his  stocks  of  cattle  and  horses  were  of  the  improved 
breeds  of  the  day ;  and  the  newest  and  best  agricultural  imple- 
ments were  in  use  on  his  farm. 

Like  too  many,  his  worldly  cares  and  aspirations  had  engrossed 
the  most  of  his  attention,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  duties  of  practi- 
cal piety.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  revealed  religion,  xeoog- 
nized  and  acknowledged  his  obligations  to  practice  its  duties,  and 
like  most  others,  intended  to  do  so  before  he  died.  Hjb  wife  beings 
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s  professor,  he  often  accompanied  her  to  the  house  of  worship, 
and  always  furnished  her  with  the  means,  besides  his  own  contri- 
butions, for  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  And  often  when  in  places 
of  worship,  or  in  company  with  the  religious,  the  sympathies  of 
his  nature  would  yield  to  the  moral  influences  with  which  he  was 
surrounded.  But  this  same  sympathy  of  nature  led  him  to  assim- 
ilate with  other  and  different  influences  when  surrounded  by  them. 
Owing  to  this,  as  he  associated  with  men  of  the  world,  he  fell 
into  their  habits,  so  far  as  they  were  deemed  consistent  with  the 
character  of  a  gentleman ;  and,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  some 
things  are  not  deemed  inconsistent  with  that  character,  that  are 
very  much  so  with  Christianity,  and  which  no  gentleman  would 
like  to  meet  unpardoned  at  the  bar  of  Ood.  Over  these,  we  throw 
the  Tail  of  charity  and  forgetfulness. 

After  Mr.  BmunErr's  return  from  the  6tate  Oonvention  to  his 
sick  family,  and  a  relapse  of  his  own  complaint  had  lain  him  up- 
on his  sick  and  dying  bed,  the  associations  around  him  were  cal- 
culated to  awaken  the  most  serious  reflections  as  to  his  future 
stale,  and  the  necessary  preparation  to  meet  it.  Tbere  lay  hh 
dying  mother,  and  dying  wife,  from  both  of  whom  he  had  re- 
ooLyed  religious  instruction.  My  own  relation  to  him,  as  well  as 
my  profession,  both  required  and  justified,  now  that  I  saw  the 
hand  of  death  upon  him,  to  present  more  fully  to  his  consideration 
tkan  I  had  done  before,  the  importance  of  obtaining  forgiveness 
from  God,  before  he  appeared  at  his  bar  to  answer  for  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  He  saw  and  felt  the  impropriety  of  deferring 
such  important  conoems  to  so  late  an  hour,  but  devoted  his  few 
remaining  hoars  to  prayer,  and  to  seeking  mercy  and  forgiveness 
from  the  hand  of  that  God  against  whom  he  had  sinned,  before 
he  should  be  ushered  into  his  presence,  and  receive  his  final  doom. 
And  it  was,  and  still  is,  a  source  of  comfort  to  his  friends,  to 
knoWi  that  he  expressed  confidence  in  the  hope  of  forgiveness 
heie,  and  a  blessed  immortality  hereafter.^ 


•  iBoomBMMomtioBOf  hif  Mr.  BuiaTT*!  mtmsrf  Md  itfTieif,  Um  Ligiibtiiit  «I  ttmMtea  •f 
4IH^)MfttAiiM«r«oaityaflirfataii,  dtaitod  In  tht  BOtlh-irMttni  pttrt  of  tht  State.  L.  a  U. 
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APPKIDDL  VO.  9. 


PIONEER  LIFE  IN  WIBOONBIN. 

BT  COL.  DAKIEL  M.  PASKSON,  OF  LA  FATETTB  OOUHTr,  WIBOOafRDT. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Btatb  Hibtobioaxi  SoGnrr, 
for  mj  reminiscences  of  pioneer  life,  together  with  my  recollec- 
tions of  the  Winnebago  and  Black  Hawk  Indian  Wars,  I  herewith 
communicate  an  imperfect  and  concise  sketch  for  the  use  of  the 
Society. 

I  was  bom  in  Garter  county,  East  Tennessee,  August  Ist,  1790. 
My  parents  were  natives  of  Shenandoah  county,  in  the  Yalley  of 
Virginia,  and  my  father,  Pbter  PABKmoN,  served  under  Ck>L 
Daniel  Mobgan  in  the  Bevolutionary  war,  and  on  one  oeearioa 
was  wounded ;  and  about  the  close  of  that  contest,  he  removed 
to  East  Tennessee,  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  public  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  that  pioneer  era  in  Tennessee  settlement  He 
served  under  Col.  John  Tiffon  as  a  captain,  in  1788,  in  a  sort  of 
civil  strife  then  raging  among  the  East  Tennesseeans,  growing  out 
of  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  in  consequence  of  the  short-lived  re- 
public of  Franklin,  organized  under  the  leadership  of  OoL  Joan 
Skvieb.  It  was  mainly  a  war  of  words,  though  some  blood  was 
shed  before  its  termination.  My  father  died  in  Carter  county,  in 
March,  1792. 

After  residing  a  while  in  White  county,  Tennessee,  I  migrated 
in  May,  1817,  to  the  southern  part  of  the  then  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois,  and  settled  in  Madison  county,  twenty-five  miles  east  of  SL 
Louis,  which  town  then  contained  about  five  thousand  inhabitiiifti* 
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The  Burroimdixig  country,  however,  was  quite  sparsely  settled,  and 
destitute  of  any  energy  or  enterprise  among  the  people ;  their 
labors  and  attention  being  chiefly  confined  to  the  hunting  of  game, 
which  then  abounded,  and  tilling  a  small  patch  of  com  for  bread, 
relying  on  game  for  the  remaining  supplies  of  the  table.  The 
inhabitants  were  of  the  most  generous  and  hospitable  character, 
and  were  priudpally  from  the  southern  States ;  harmony  and  the 
utmost  good  feeling  preyailed  throughout  the  country. 

In  1819,  I  removed  to  what  afterwards  became  Sangamon 
county,  which  was  then  an  entire  wilderness,  there  being  then 
but»six  fiimilies,  including  my  own,  within  eighty  miles ;  and  for 
that  distance,  the  inhabitants  were,  for  several  years,  compelled 
to  go  for  their  supplies  of  merchandize,  as  well  as  the  transaction 
of  all  matters  of  a  political  or  public  character.  But  notwith- 
standing their  isolated  position,  and  in  the  midst  of  numerous 
Indian  tribes,  their  prosperity  was  rapid. "  This  portion  of  country 
was  then  a  frontier  on  the  north  and  west ;  and,  like  southern 
Illinois,  was  settled  by  emigrants  chiefly  from  the  southern  States, 
possessiug  enlarged  views  of  generosity,  hospitality,  and  confi- 
dence in  their  fellow  men.  When  a  new-comer  arrived  in  the 
country,  the  settlers,  without  distinction  or  ceremony,  went  at 
once  to  pay  him  a  visit,  whom  they  usually  found  in  a  tent  or 
camp.  The  warmest  sentiments  of  friendship  and  good-will  were 
interchanged,  the  old  settlers  assuring  their  new  neighbor,  that 
every  thing  they  possessed,  in  the  way  of  tools,  teams,  wagons, 
provisions,  and  their  own  personal  services,  were  entirely  at  his 
command.  Hence,  in  a  few  days,  all  hands,  as  the  phrase  then 
was,  turned  out,  and  built  the  new-comer  a  house,  cut  and  split 
his  rails,  hauled  them  out,  put  them  up  in  fence  around  the  land 
he  wished  to  cultivate,  and  then  his  land  was  broken  up  for  him 
ready  for  the  seed.  Thus,  in  the  space  of  a  few  days,  the  new 
comer  was  in  a  comfortable  condition,  well  acquainted,  and 
upon  the  best  terms  of  friendship,  with  the  whole  neighborhood. 
And  to  conclude  these  friendly  attentions  to  the  new-comer,  a 
most  joyous   and    convivial  occasion  was  enjoyed,  when  the 
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younger  portiun  of  the  companv  would  trip  the  light,  fantastic  toe, 
over  some  rough  puncheon  fioor.  Thus  would  be  formed  the  moftt 
warm  and  enduring fiiendships — such  as  no  ordinary  circamstaa- 
ces  could  disturb. 

Among  the  settlers,  the  utmost  confidence  was  reposed  in  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  each  other;  consequently  all  business  was 
done  upon  the  coniidence  principle.  Notes,  receipts,  mortgages, 
or  bonds,  were  scarcely  ever  given  in  those  days;  and  afterwards, 
when  the  Yaukccs,  as  we  called  them,  came  among  us,  and  sought 
to  introduce  their  system  of  accounts,  written  notes  and  obliga- 
tions, v.'c  I'joked  upon  them  with  great  suspicion  and  distrust,  ^d 
regarded  their  mode  of  doing  business  as  a  great  and  unwarrant- 
able innovation  u]."jn  our  established  usages.  We  looked  upon 
them  as  a  selfish,  small-dealing,  and  narrow-contracted  people, 
and,  consequently  all  intercjurse  with  them,  was  at  first,  as  much 
avuided  as  pucsiblc.  After  a  few  years,  however,  these  prejudices 
in  some  degree  wore  of!*,  and  a  general  good  feeling  prevailed. 
I  must  here  remark,  in  justice  to  the  Yankee  or  Eastern  charac- 
ter, that  I  Iiave  found  among  them,  as  warm  hearts,  as  firm,  enr 
during  friends,  and  formed  as  ardent  attachments,  as  among  any 
other  people.  Some  of  my  most  devoted  and  highly  esteemed 
friends  are  among  this  clats. 

I  heard  the  first  sermon  preached  in  Sangamon  county ;  it  was 
in  1819,  and  by  Kev.  Rivebs  Cosmuck,  of  the  Methodist  denom- 
ination. The  first  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at  my  house,  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  and  son  of  mine.  I  was 
the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Sangamon  country,  and  had 
many  an  amusing  scene  in  dispensing  justice  among  the  honest 
and  illiterate  members  of  the  community,  and  in  solemnizing  the 
rites  of  matrimony  between  the  loving  swains  and  impatient  dam- 
sels* of  the  country ;  and  occasionally  between  those  who  were 
quite  stricken  in  years,  for  this  feeling  was  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  young. 

In  the  year  1822,  considerable  excitement  was  created  in  rela- 
tion to  the  lead  mines  near  Galena,  and  a  number  of  persons  went 
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there  from  Sangamou  countj,  among  whom  was  Col.  V^T»i»»3nHa 
BBiaHA2C,  now  of  Blue  Monads,  Dane  county,  Wis.  In  1826,  the 
excitement  and  interest  relative  to  the  Lead  Mine  country  became 
considerably  increased ;  and  in  1827,  it  became  intense,  eqnallixig 
almost  anything  pertainnig  to  the  California  gold  fever.  People 
from  almost  all  portions  of  the  Union  inconaideratdy  rashed  to 
the  Mining  Segion. 

With  Col.  Wm.  S.  Hahh/ton,  James  D.  Bbents,  and  two  others, 
I  arrived  at  Galena  on  the  4th  of  July,  1827  ;  and  on  the  same 
day,  arrived  also  a  boat  from  St  Peters,  which  had  been  attacked 
by  the  Indians,  a  short  distance  above  Prairie  da  Ohien,'  bringing 
on  board  one  man  killed  and  two  men  wounded.  In  the  encoun« 
ter  with  the  Indians,  they  killed  two  of  them.  Ihe  Indians  who 
made  this  attack  upon  the  boat,  were  those  under  the  command  of 
Bed  Bibd,  one  of  the  war  chiefs  of  the  Winnebagoes.* 

Upon  the  reception  of  the  alarming  intelligence  of  the  attack 
on  this  boat,  and  also  upon  some  of  the  inhabitants  near  Prairie  dn 
Ohien«  and  the  reports  being  spread  over  the  country,  a  scene  of 
the  most  alarming  and  disorderly  confusion  ensued — alarm  and 
oonsternation  were  depicted  in  every  countenance — ^thousands 
flocking  to  Galena  for  safety,  when  in  fact  it  was  the  most  exposed 
and  unsafe  place  in  the  whole  country.  All  were  without  arms, 
order  or  control.  The  roads  were  lined  in  all  directions  with 
frantic  and  fleeing  men,  women  and  children,  expecting  every 
moment  to  be  overtaken,  tomahawked  and  scalped  by  the  Indians. 
It  was  said,  and  I  presume  with  truth,  that  the  encampment  of 
fugitives,  at  the  head  of  Apple  Biver,  on  the  first  night  of  the 
alarm,  was  four  miles  in  extent,  and  numbered  three  thousand 
persons. 

In  this  state  of  alarm,  confusion  and  disorder,  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  do  any  thing ;  almost  every  man's  object  was  to  leave 


*from  Jadg«  Lockwood*8  HimtlTe,  pagM  161,  102  of  thla  Tolam*,  It  ftppean  thAt  Rid  Bud  i^ 
doing  miiefaler  At  Pnirle  da  Chlcn,  when  th«  bont  wm  attMlced  tkt  aame  iajf,  nev  fh«  month  of  Bad 
Ax  River,  eome  fortj-fiTO  miles  ahoTe  Pnirle  dn  Chien.  He  conld  not,  therefore,  have  lekni  uif  per 
■oniU  part  in  the  boat  attack.  L.  0.  D- 
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the  eountry)  if  posrible.  At  length  a  compeny  of  riflemen 
immA  aiGelene,  npon  the  reqidiition  of  Gov.  Casb  of  IGchigflB, 
who  eniyed  there  on  the  seeond  dej  efter  the  alann.  This  eom- 
penj  iTBi  oomnuuided  hj  Abheb  Fikldb,  of  Yendalia,  THiwoin^ee 
Oqitein,  and  one  SuTHand  Wm.  B.  HAmLToir  as  lientenanti ;  and 
wai  immediatdy  pat  in  motion  for  Frairie  dn  CAden,  bj  <w"har1riiig 
on  board  the  keel-boat  Maid  of  Fewt  River.  On  onr  waj  up 
the  river,  I  acted  as  Sergeant  of  the  company,  and  we  made  Beve* 
xal  reconnoitering  expeditions  into  the  woods  near  the  river,  where 
Indian  encampments  were  indicated  bj  the  rising  of  smoke.  In 
these  reconnoissancee  we  ran  the  hazard  of  some  danger,  bat 
fortnnatelj  all  the  Indians  that  we  met  were  friendly  disposed, 
and  did  not  in  the  least  sympathize  with  those  who  had  made  hos- 
tile demonstrations. 

When  we  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Cbien  we  took  possession  of  the 
barracks,  under  the  prior  orders  of  Gov.  Cass,  and  remained 
there  for  several  days  until  wo  gave  way  to  CoL  Sksluho's  troopa 
who  arrived  from  Fort  Snelling.  While  we  remained  there,  a  most 
serious  difficulty  occurred  between  Col.  Skbluno,  of  the  regular 
army,  and  Capt  Fields  and  Lieut  Sioth  of  our  volunteers,  which 
eventuated  in  Lieut  SMrrn  sending  CoL  Sneluhg  a  challenge, 
and  Capt  Fields  insisted  upon  doing  so  likewise,  but  Col.  Hav- 
iLiOK  and  I  at  length  dissuaded  him  from  it.  Col.  Skslldto  de- 
clined accepting  Lieut  Surra's  challenge,  and  immediately  sent 
a  corporal  with  a  file  of  men,  to  arrest  Mr.  Soott,  the  bearer  of 
Sioth's  communication.  The  volunteers  refused  to  surrender 
Soorrr  into  the  hands  of  tbo  guard;  but  Col.  HAMiLToiir  wrote  a 
note  to  Col.  Snkllikg,  stating,  in  effect,  that  Scott  shonld  imme- 
diately appear  before  him.  Accordingly  Col.  Hamilton  and  I 
conducted  Mr.  Scott  into  the  presence  of  Col.  Skellino,  who  in- 
terrogated him  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  Lieot 
Sifrra's  communication  ;  and  upon  Mr.  Soorr's  assuring  the  Colo- 
nel that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  subject-matter,  he  was 
dismissed. 

Col.  Snet^uno  then  addressed  the  volunteers  in  a  pacific  and 
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oondUatory  manner,  which  seemed  to  dispoee  of  the  matter  ami* 
eably ;  but  ihf»  Oolonel,  nevertheless,  refhsed  to  fhmish  as  with 
any  means  of  support,  or  any  mode  of  conveyance  back  to  Oalena— 
as  the  boat  in  which  we  came,  retamed  there  immediately  after 
our  arrivaL  But  for  the  noble  generosity  of  Mr.  Lockwood,  who 
kindly  famished  as  with  a  boat  and  provisions,  we  would  have 
been  compelled  to  have  made  our  way  back  to  €hQena  on  foot,  or  as 
best  we* could,  without  provisions.  During  our  entire  stay  at  the 
garrison,  we  received  the  kindest  treatment  and  most  liberal  hos- 
pitality at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lookwood.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  citizens  had  in  their  custody  as  hostages 
for  the  good  conduct  of  fhor  nation,  three  Indians,  one  of  whom 
was  the  well-known  Chief  Day-kau-bat.  He  disclaimed  on  the 
part  of  his  nation  as  a  whole,  any  intention  to  engage  in  hostili- 
ties  with  the  whites ;  he  was,  however,  retained  some  time  as  a 
hostage  before  being  released. 

During  our  absence,  another  volunteer  company  was  raised, 
commanded  by  Gbn.  Dodob,  who  was  constantly  in  the  field  with 
his  mounted  force,  keeping  in  check  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Daring  his  rangings,  he  took  young  Win-ne  smoK,**^  son  of  the 
chief  WiK-KK-smcK,  who  was  detained  as  a  hostage  for  some  time. 
No  farther  disturbances  of  a  serious  character  took  place  that 
season;  and  in  the  succeeding  autumn,  Gens.  Atkinbok  and 
DoDOE  held  a  council  or  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes.  After 
this,  we  Lad  no  more  Indian  troubles  till  1883. 

Notwithstanding  the  country  was  in  a  great  measure  abandoned 
in  the  summer  of  1827,  during  the  Indian  alarms  and  disturbances, 
yet  in  the  fall  it  began  to  fill  up  again,  and  in  the  spring  of  1828, 
the  flow  of  immigration  here  was  almost  inconceivable.  Mining 
and  smelting  were  engaged  in,  upon  quite  an  extensive  scale ; 


•BOKACB  Smbad^  ft  ploBMr,  who  TMlded  nmx  OftleoA  in  1827,  iUIm  in  couTerMtion,  that  Wv-n- 
■MX,  WM  brought  to  GAlena  in  ehaxge  of  Jian  W.  Sovll  ud  About  four  otherSi  tnd  wm  takaa  to 
Ik*  HvnTs,  vhoto  wtRi  wm  *  WIbinIniso  womta,  and  wu  d«talned  about  two  weekn,  when  tho  aUxv 
irtiMIni^ Til  TTM  ninnrttii  bj  aputy  Nne  dlataaee  towudi  the  Indian  comOxf,  bduf  alkaid  to  rmtinv 
aaM^i  fht  whttM  alonoh  and  thon  Mt  at  libertj.  Ho  itill  lirea,  wcit  of  tho  If  iff  iBdppI,  in  Minntaola, 
ifctfcwt  iMd  of  tttWhartifBefc  L.  C.  D. 


%  A^-'l/'biirlj  b:Lilr:eae  «;^:i.  Ike  iuAbia&a  wise  a  hettmigt 
L60U  s^jttu,  thzr^wi.  ;oge;iier  frvai  aH  pttits.  and  i&  all  fibapea  aad 
OjuLI'L/jl^;  OiU  the  wLo^e  wvtc  eLAracttrlud  bj  ■»■«  leadi^f  or 
gei^erAl  :e&::ires.  Ho^e&cj,  Ljepirali^r,  ^eseroeitf  and 
ver^  pr&iomlikcr.:  ci^&^&erieiic^  of  :hd  entire  commwaitj^. 
xL  '^::;^i  :l  s^'^xe,  tocj  LiigLt  ziaFc  been  alloyed  with  indo 
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I  :r:::.<.7ei  mj  f&ziiij  ^j  the  minea  in  the  tau  of  1S27,  aad 
tied  u:  Xc'>7  I^-^^lc^gs,  ii^'jx  in  La  Fajene  conntr.  So  intent 
the;  :;^7-^.;irAer3  oa  nakin^  monej  bj  miiiing,  tnat  ther  could  nol 
Uift  :Ime  t'j  ereo:  f>r  tiidoia^lves  and  tamilies  erea  a  comfortihifl 
dxr;;;;:.^  piacc.  Ini:eai  o:  :.:>ase3.  they  nsnalij  iivied  in  dens  or 
cavo^;  a 'argfe  Iao!^:;  •  r  excava::>n  being  made  in  the  aide  of  a 
Liil  0/  r/iif,  the  top  '.jeirig  covered  over  with  polea,  rnw  aad 
eo'i^.  A  i^'.'el  %ra7  from  the  edcre  of  the  hole  at  the  bottom  via 
dug  oit,  g  jme  ten  or  fivelve  feet ;  and  this  gang-way  being  dated 
up  on  eitrier  aide,  was  covered  over  on  top,  thos  forming  a  ihel- 
tered  eLtrance  to  the  ^'^dug-cnU^^^  as  snch  places  were  OBiiaUj  called. 
In  these  holes  or  dag-ont£,  families  lived  in  apparent  oomlbrtand 
the  most  perfect  satisfaction  for  years,  bouyed  np  by  theeonstant 
expectation  of  soon  striking  a  hig  lead.  To  these  miserable  plaeea 
of  abode,  men  were  compelled  to  carry  upon  their  backa  eTeij 
thing  they  and  their  families  required  for  food  and  foeL  Una 
miners  all  lived  in  similar  or  worse  places,  or  encamped  upon  the 
open  gronnd. 

What  was  then  called  j^ro^p^^in^,  was  the  general  bnainaaa  of 
the  country.  This  consisted  in  digging  ^^  9ucoor  hoUa^^  in  all 
imaginable  shapes  and  depths,  and  in  all  manner  of  places. 
When  a  lead  was  strnck,  then  all  would  flock  to  that  yieuuty  to 
mine ;  and  hence,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  mining  waa  eon- 
eentrated,  in  some  considerable  degree,  in  certain  localitieii  noh 
as  New  Diggings,  Hard  Scrabble,  Coon  Branch,  Fair  Flay,  Platta- 
▼ille,  Mineral  Point,  Dodgeville,  Blue  Mounds,  Ac,  plaeea  tCOl 
of  considerable  note.    During  these  few  early  yeai%  &a  miaaf 
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w»6  worked  chiefly  by  men  from  the  Sonthem  and  Western 
States,  who  possessed  and  practised  many  of  the  noblest  traits  of 
our  race.  As  an  illustration  of  their  innate  integrity  of  character, 
it  is  perhaps  only  necessary  to  state,  that  locks  and  keys  were 
unknown  in  the  country ;  and  all  places  of  abode  were  always 
left  unfastened,  and  open  to  the  reception  of  all,  who  received  a 
cordial  welcome,  and  a  free  invitation  to  partake  of  every  hospi- 
tality the  dug-out  or  shanty  afforded.  Upon  the  return  of  the 
lone  minor  to  his  "  hole  in  the  ground,"  after  a  hard  day's  work, 
he  would  frequently  be  cheered  with  the  sight  of  some  weary 
prospector,  who  had,  in  his  absence,  there  taken  up  his  lodgings 
for  the  night.  Having  passed  a  pleasant  night,  they  would  sepa- 
rate in  the  morning,  perhaps  never  to  moot  again.  Mining  tools, 
and  every  thing  of  this  description,  were  left  out,  and  nothing 
ever  stolen  or  disturbed. 

Debts  were  contracted  without  reserve,  at  the  first  interview 
with  a  new  comer,  and  he  seldom  ever  failed  to  meet  his  promises 
of  payment.  The  mode  of  doing  business  was  something  like 
this:  A  young  man  would  enter  a  store,  or  go  to  a  smelter,  who 
usually  kept  miners'  supplies,  and  would  say:  "Sir,  I  have  just 
arrived  in  the  mines,  am  out  of  money,  and  wish  to  go  to  mining ; 
if  you  will  let  me  have  some  tools  and  provisions,  I  will  pay  you 
as  soon  as  I  strike  mineral,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  a  few  day^',  or 
weeks  at  the  most."  The  prompt  had  friendly  reply  would  be — 
"Yes,  Sir,  you  can  have  them ;"  and  the  pay,  sooner  or  later,  was 
almost  sure  to  come.  This  custom  was  so  universally  prevalent, 
and  men  were  so  prompt  to  pay  their  debts,  that  I  have  often 
heard  business  men  of  that  day  declare,  that  they  never  knew 
debts  so  promptly  paid,  even  in  States  where  they  had  stringent 
laws  to  enforce  their  collection. 

I  did  not  remain  long  at  New  Diggings,  but  soon  moved  out  to 
Pecatonica,  and  kept  a  tavern,  which  was,  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  only  house  between  Oratiot's  and  the  Blue  Mounds.  I 
was  myself  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  no  collection 
laws  were  preferable ;  travellers  would  often  make  bills  with  me 


without  the  prefient  means  of  pajing  them,  bat  aimoBt  invariaUy 
pAyment  would  some  time  or  other  be  made.  While  living  heiai 
I  had  no  neighbors  nearer  than  twelve  miles,  except  a  familj  of 
Oneida  Indiaus  from  the  State  of  New  York,  the  head  of  which 
afterwards  served  in  Oen.  Dodges  squadron  daring  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

Removing,  in  1829,  to  Mineral  Point,  I  opened  the  first  tavern 
ever  kept  in  x]i:  place.  Sl.aeral  Point  was  then  the  great  center 
of  attraction  to  all  miners  :  some  of  the  largest  leads  were  there 
struck  and  extensively  worked,  and  quite  a  nnmber  of  mining 
and  smelting  establishments  erected  there  and  in  that  vicinity. 
Many  merchants  came  and  settled  there,  among  whom  were 
Messrs.  Wbight  and  Gciasd,  Mokbis,  Aksley,  and  othors';  and 
among  the  principal  smelters  were  Capt  Jambs  H.  Gbvxxt, 
SicHABD  H.  KiRKPATBicK,  and  EoBEBT  C.  HoABD,  all  three  of 
whom  served  as  officers  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Boainesa  was 
of  the  most  animated  character.  The  town  grew  up  with  great 
rapidity,  and  every  thing  wore  the  most  pleasing  and  encouraging 
aspect  The  anniversary  of  American  Independence  was  this 
year  celebrated  at  Mineral  Point  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony, 
under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Henby  Dodgb,  of  Dodgeville,  as 
President,  William  Hsmfstead,  of  Galena,  Vice  President,  Jobx 
C.  SooTT,  Marshal,  and  Dr.  Sntdeb,  Orator  of  the  day.  I  pre- 
pared the  dinner,  and  at  night  a  dance  came  off  at  my  honae. 
There  were  at  least  a  thousand  persons  in  attendance ;  the  oratiiHi 
and  ceremonies  were  as  fine,  as  well  timed,  and  all  aa  happily 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  as  any  I  have  since  witneaaed  in  this 
country. 

After  this  apparent  prosperity,  business  very  much  deoliaed, 
and  in  the  fall  and  winter  ensuing,  the  inhabitants  experienced 
the  severest  times  that  they  ever  had  in  the  country.  Lead  and 
mineral  fell  in  value  from  a  good  price,  to  almost  nothing- 
lead  depreciating  to  one  dollar  or  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
hundred,  and  mineral  only  brought  no  more  than  four  doUan  per 
thousand,  and  often  but  three.   And  not  only  was  oar  great  and 
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exoloaive  prodaot  so  depressed,  batprovlsioDS  rose  to  a  very 
price.  Floor  cotnmaaded  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  doll^v  per 
barrel,  pork  thirty  dollars  per  barrel,  <soffee  fifty  cents  and  sn^ 
twenty-fiTC  cents  per  pound.  At  these  ruinous  priees  for  lead 
and  mineral  y  and  high  prices  for  provisions,  it  required  a  desperate 
eflfort  on  the  part  of  the  miner  to  secure  even  a  scanty  living.  It 
took  from  four  to  five  thousand  pounds  of  mineral  to  pay  for  one 
barrel  of  flour ;  1  gave  four  thousand  pounds  for  a  barrel.  In 
consequence  of  the  great  depression  of  the  times,  many  persons 
became  discouraged  and  left  the  country,  many  more  gave  up 
business,  and  the  country  at  that  period,  and  during  the  years 
1830  and  1831,  presented  a  most  gloomy  and  unpromising  appear- 
ance, and  waS|  in  fact,  any  thing  bat  flattering  to  inhabitants  or 
strangers. 

Daring  all  this  time,  the  people  were  compelled  to  pursue  the 
uncertain  and  precarious  fortune  of  mining  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood, the  cultivation  of  the  soil  being  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  mines.  But  in  the  spring 
of  1832,  however,  the  Superintendent  of  the  mining  country, 
seeing  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  thing,  signified  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  he  would  not  take  any  measures  to  prevent  them  from 
cultivating  the  soil ;  but  could  not,  under  his  instructions  from 
the  General  Government,  give  them  any  special  permission  to  do 
so.  Up  to  this  time,  it  was  necessary,  under  the  mining  regula- 
tions, to  procure  a  permit  even  to  mine.  The  regalations  gov- 
erning the  mines,  were  of  the  most  rigid  character,  and  they 
were  sometimes  rigidly  enforced,  sending 'Officers  with  instrac* 
tions  to  remove  persons  from  certain  localities.  An  instance 
of  this  kind,  I  believe,  oecurred,  in  which  Gen.  Dodge  was  the 
person  sought  to  be  removed.  He  was  then  mining  at  Dodgevillci 
a  region  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  fully  extlogaished. 
This  was  in  the  year  1828;  but  these  instances  were,  however, 
qvitorare. 

In  consequence  of  the  inhabitants  being  partially  permitted  to 
oaltivato  the  soil,  there  was  an  evident  appearance  of  increasing 
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improyement  and  proeperity  throughout  the  country,  and  the  fletr 
tiers  everywhere  were  looking  forward  to  a  season  of  plenty  and 
comfort.  The  county  now  began  once  more  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  immigration,  and  tho  population  was  evidently  on  the 
increase  from  this  source.  But  these  fair  and  flattering  prospects 
were  soon  over-cast  by  the  sudden  ont-break  of  the  Sank  and  Pox 
Indians  under  the  bold  leadership  of  Black  Hawk. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1832,  intimation  was  received  in  the 
mincp,  that  Black  Hawk,  with  a  larcjc  force  of  his  warriors,  bad 
crossed  tho  Mississippi,  at  tho  mouth  of  Kock  River,  with  the 
avowed  iiitoTition  of  niakinsf  war  upnn  tho  inhabitants  of  this 
country.  Upon  tho  reception  of  this  intelligence  in  the  mines, 
the  people  wer-j  immediately  called  together  by  Gen.  Doik*e,  at 
Mineral  IVdat,  which  council  or  meeting  was  numerously  attend- 
ed. The  result  was,  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  send  a  mes- 
senger with  dispatches  to  Dixon,  on  flock  River,  and  ascertain 
correctly,  tlie  strength  and  intentions  of  Black  Hawk's  party.  I 
was  chosen  the  messenger,  and  proceeded  immediately  upon  my 
mission,  with  dispatches  from  Gen.  Dodoe,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  tho  Mining  District,  to  Mr.  John  Dixon,  at  Dixon,  who 
was  a  particular  friend  of  the  Snuks  and  Foxes,  an<l  also  to  Col. 
Henky  Geatiot,  iho  Agent  f)f  tlie  Winnebago  Indians,  who  was 
said  t'*  have  proffered  assistance  to  Black  Hawk.  Col.  Gratiot, 
upon  the  reception  of  Gen.  Dopgf/s  dispatch,  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  I5r.ACK  Hawk's  camp,  which  was  then  at  tho  Propliefs 
village,  o?i  Rock  River,  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case.  On  a^ 
riving  there,  he  was  at  once  taken  prisoner  by  Black  Hawk,  and 
retained  for  forty  eight  hours,  when  ho  wa«»  ransomed  by  Col. 
OiTBBAOE,  his  clerk,  for  ten  plugs  of  tobacco.  This  information  I 
afterwards  obtained  from  Col.  Gratiot.  The  result  of  my  mission 
was,  to  conlirm  the  reports  previously  received  in  the  mines. 
BxiAOK  Hawk's  efficient  force  at  this  time,  was  supposed  to  have 
been  about  iivc  hundred  warriors,  which  was  subsequently  aug- 
mented by  Winnebagoes  and  others,  to  reach,  as  was  Bnpposed^ 
about  eight  hundred  warriors. 
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Immediately  upon  my  retnm  to  the  mines,  after  an  absence  of 
three  days,  with  intelligence  substantially  confirming  the  alarm- 
ing reports  we  had  previously  received,  Ool.  Dodgi  (as  we  shall 
now  designate  him,)  collected  and  organized  a  mounted  company^ 
of  which  Jakes  H.  Gentry  was  chosen  Captain,  Hbnst  L.  Dodox, 
(son  of  OoL  DoDGs)  first  Lieutenant,  and  Pasohal  Bequbttb, 
(afterwards  son-in-law  of  Col.  Dodob)  second  Lieutenant.  This 
company  consisted  of  about  fifty  men,  and  was  kept  constantly  in 
the  field,  with  CoL  Dodqb  at  their  head ;  and,  with  this  company, 
he  made  an  expedition  to  Dixon,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  some 
additional  force  from  Gov.  Reyvolds,  of  Illinois,  who  had  arrived 
there  at  the  head  of  what  was  called  the  first  ^'Suokeb  Axarr;" 
as  well  also,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  something  of  the  probable 
movements  and  designs  of  Black  Hawz,  and  whether  any  fma- 
rauding  Indian  parties  had  been  sent  out  upon  our  frontiers.  For 
this  movement  Col.  Dodge  has  been  censured  by  some,  but  I  think 
without  any  good  reason.  It  always  seemed  to  me,  that  this  step 
was  a  judicious  one,  fully  warranted  by  the  circumstances  attend* 
ing  it  Ho  failed,  however,  to  obtain  any  additional  force,  and 
found  none  of  the  enemy  upon  our  southern  border. 

OoL  DoDGB  returned  to  the  Mining  District,  bringing  the  intel 
ligence  of  StUlman's  drftat^  at  the  mouth  of  Kish-wau-kee,  on 
Sock  Siver,  about  thirty  miles  above  Dixon,  which  was  on  the 
14th  of  May.  This  information  at  first  threw  the  inhabitants  inte 
considerable  alarm  and  confusion.  But  fortunately  there  were, 
in  the  country,  quite  a  number  of  men  of  some  wisdom,  discretion, 
and  experience,  as  connected  with  Indian  difficulties,  of  whom 
Col.  Dodge  seemed  to  be  the  chief.  Many  others  might  be  men- 
tioned, as  being  well  calculated  to  counsel  and  direct  in  such 
times  of  dangeiv— such  as  Ool.  Wu.  8.  Hahilton,  Maj.  Biohaxd 
H.  EiBKPATBiox,  Oapt  JoHH  H.  RouirrBEE,  Oapt.  Bobebt  O.HoabD| 
Oapt  James  H.  Gshtby,  Oapt  Bobbbt  Dioksoit,  Oapt  Olau^ 
Oapt  John  Mooee,  Lieut  Ohablbb  Bbaoeebt,  Dr.  LouoHBosouaj^ 
and  many  others.  By  the  wise  counsels  and  untiring  exertiQnB  of 
fhese  men,  and  those  associated  with  ihem,  the  country  wae 
48 
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quickly  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  by  the  erection  of  stockades  at 
the  iui>«t  pr^ijuiueut  |:K>iubi — »nch  as  the  Bine  Mounds,*  Dodge^ 
Mineral  IVii^t,  Forc  IVtiance  (now  my  place),  Fort  Hamilton 
(now  >Viota\  liratiot^s.  White  Oak  Springs,  EUk  Grove,  Diamond 
UrovOi  auJ  other:^. 

'ttie^o  plncc*  or  safety  fur  the  families  <f  the  settlers  being  com- 
plot^'^K  thico  additional  monntcd  conipanics  were  organized  in  the 
Miuii'^jj  l>i»t»ict,  commanded  leeptotivtlv  by  Capt.  John  H. 
Kolmkilk,  uf  Plattevilk',  Capt.  Clark,  of  White  Oak  Springe, 
and  Oapi.  Ukon  Gratiot,  of  Gratiot's  Grove,  a  brother  of  CuL 
GratioT,  Agent  of  the  Wir»nebacoe3.  S<m!e  clianges  afterwards 
took  place  in  the  commands.  During  tbo  orjr«n'"zati(jn  and  equip* 
luent  of  thene  companiep,  Col.  DoiHiF,  OM.  GRaTiOT,  and  others, 
proceeded  to  the  Four  Lakes  (now  Madis"n),t  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  council  with  the  Winnebagoes,  whose  frieudehip  and 
good  faith  towards  the  whites,  were  vory  much  doubted.  But  in 
this  council,  tbey'gave  every  assurance,  so  far  as  kind  words  and 
fair  promises  could  go,  of  maintaining  tbeir  fiiendbhip  and  in- 
tegrity4 

Upc'n  Col.  Dopqe's  return, he  was  joinet]  by  the  othcrnewly  raised 
companies,  and  all  were  immediately  jmt  in  motion  for  the  Blue 
Mound  Fort,  upon  which,  it  was  apprehended  by  Capt.  Johh 
Sherman,  who  commanded  there,  that  the  Indians  designed 
making  an  attack.  When  within  about  three  miles  of  that  fort; 
Ool.  DoDOK  was  met  by  an  express  conveying  the  pleasing  intel- 
ligence of  the  deliveiy  of  the  two  Misees  Hall,  who  had  been 
made  prisoners  at  the  massacre  on  Indian  Creek,  near  Ottaws> 
for  whose  ransom  Gen.  Atkinson  had  offered  the  generous  reward 


*  Thb  wu  coBimeaced  on  the  ]oth  of  Maj-^vSd*  PEorcB^Hn'B  KtmtlTo  ia  8iiitb*0  WlcconiiB. 

f  Of  d)  Smith  Btatfs,  that  this  conferenM  wu  held  on  the  2Sth  oi  h\»j,  **atthft  headof  thtFoor 
Liktfl,'*  wblch  WAS  pmluiblj  at  KALiii  FoWA^*0  old  irodiig  l^1l>nifl  n.tnt,  scnie  fix  cik*  a  Uttto 
soith  of  west  of  MadiRon,  a  ahoft  dittABoe  below  the  mouth  of  Pe-«-na,  or  PheaMst  BraAeh  ;  utf 
vhere  in  the  timet  of  1837.  a  paper  •*Citj"  waa  atlro  pted  to  le  Dannlacl  utc4.  CA|«ta.  Okmxt  aai 
aouiiTni,  with  fiftj  nonnted  Toluntetn,  accon]|«nied  CoIf.  DoDcxand  Gbatjot.  1%  C  D. 

t  OtI.  Dwqpri  •*  tfXkr  to  tfat  WlnnebicoM,  on  this  occasion,  m^  bt  fooB4  !■  Svns'i  WiaoonalB,  1, 
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of  two  thoasand  dollarB.  The  captives  were  brought  into  that 
fort  *  bj  a  band  of  Winnebagoes,  beaded  by  the  chief  Whitb 
OaoWy  or  The  BUnd^^aB  he  was  usually  called ,  who  had  got  them 
firom  the  Sauks  for  that  purpose. 

After  the  matter  of  the  captive  girls  was  arranged  and  both 
whites  and  Indians  had  taken  up  their  quarters  for  the  night,  a 
aeeno  of  some  alarm  and  confusion  took  place.  The  WnrrB  Cbow 
had  told  Oapt.  Beon  Gsatiot,  that  he  was  friendly  towards  him, 
aa  his  brother  was  the  Winnebago  Indian  Agent;  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  him  killed,  and  that  he  had  better  leave  Col.  Dodgx 
and  go  home ;  that^  the  Sauks  aud  Foxes  would  kill  all  the  whites ; 
that  the  whites  could  not  iight,  as  they  were  a  sofc-shelled 
breed ;  that  when  the  spear  was  put  to  them  they  would  quack 
like  duckd,  as  the  whites  had  done  at  Stilhnan's  Defeat ;  and 
he  proceeded  to  mimic  out,  in  fall  Indian  style,  the  spearing 
and  scalping  in  the  Stillman  afiair ;  and  that  all  the  whites  who 
persisted  in  marching  against  the  Indians,  might  expect  to  be 
served  in  the  same  manner.  Besides  this  conversation,  the  Indi* 
ans  act(  d  and  conducted  themselves  in  many  reapeots  very  suspi- 
ciously^  so  much  so  as  to  greatly  aluim  Oapt.  Gratiot,  and  others, 
who  confidently  believed  that  the  Indians  meditated  an  attack  in 
the  night  with  a  large  force. 

Upon  this  infurniation  being  conveyed  by  Capt.  Gratiot  to  Ool. 
DoDoa,  who  had  retired  for  the  night,  he  instantly  jum]3ed  np, 
snd  said,  with  great  emphasis — '^ Be  not  alarmed.  Sir;  let  them 
oome  ;  we  will  show  them,  Sir,  that  we  are  not  of  the  soft-shelled 
breed ;"  and  immediately  went  out,  and  took  the  White  Cbow 
And  a  few  others  into  custody,  and  next  morning  marched  the 
whole  body  off  to  Ool.  James  Mobkisoh'b  farm,  whore  he  held  a 
oonncil  with  them  in  the  presence  of  Ool.  Gaatiot,  their  Agent 
Bat  such  was  Col.  Dodgb's  suspicions  of  them  front  this  conduct, 
that  he  retained  one  or  two  of  their  principal  chiefs  as  hostages 
for  the  good  behavior  of  the  nation ;  a  course,  I  think,  fully  jns- 


•  Oa  ih«  Ird  of  Jaaa,  hatiDf  teen  Ukea  on  tlie  Slot  of  Maj  prooediof .  ]^  0.  D. 
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tifiable  from  all  the  attendant  circaniBtancesJthongli  some  hare 
professed  to  Jthink  differently.    These  particulars  about  the  Wmn 
Obow,  I  giTe  on  the  statements  ef  mj  son  Pbtib  Pabkdoh,  Jr.t 
who  was  with  the  troops  at  the  Bine  Mounds  and  Mobbibov's  at 
the  time. 

From  Mobbiboh's  place,  Ool.  Dodge  proceeded  to  Ghtitiot'e 
Oroye,  halting  a  while  at  Fort  Defiance.  The  second  day  after 
this,  which  was  early  in  June,  information  was  receiTed  by  Ool. 
Dodge  while  at  Gratiots  Grove,  that  a  man  had  been  killed  nesr 
the  Bine  Mound  Fort.  Being  on  his  route  south,  OoL  Don&i 
dispatched  a  messenger  with  instructions  to  Fort  Defiance  and 
Mineral  Point,  to  raise  what  force  could  be  mounted,  and  pr»> 
ceed  to  the  scence  of  the  murdered  man.  Just  at  that  time,  s 
number  of  French  ponies  had  been  brought  down  from  Prairie 
du  Chien  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mining  District 
These  ponies  were  immediately  mounted  by  accompany  formed 
of  about  thirty  men,  among  whom  I  was  one.  When  we  arrlTed 
at  the  Mounds,  we  found  that  the  man,  whose  name  was  Wnxui 
Aubrey,^  was  just  buried.  We  remained  there  one  day  reeoa- 
noitering  the  country,  but  could  discover  no|traeea  of  Indians ; 
but  we  were  confident  at  the  time,  that  Aubbbt  was  killed  by  ihi 
Winnebagoes.  The  company,  which  was  commanded  by  Oapt 
JoHir  F.  O'Neil,  of  Mineral  Point,  returned  by  way  of  FretweU's 
Diggings  to  Fort  Defiance. 

About  this  time,  the  people  of  Fort  Defiance  and  Mineral  Pdst 
became  very  much  alarmed,  in  consequence  of  Gapt.  Jjkxsa  & 
EsTBS  coming  under  whip  and  spur,  at  the  best  speed  of  his  hom, 
announcing  successively  at  Fort  Defiance  and  Mineral  Point,  tlist 
he  had  seen  a  large  body  of  Indians  about  seven  miles  below  Fort 
Defiance,  making  their  way  towards  that  fort ;  adding  at  Mineral 
Point,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Fort  Defiance  was  then  is 
possession  of  the  Indians.  In  reading  ov&r  Oapt  Estbb'  nanrativs 
in  Gen.  Siotb's  History,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  that  he  had 

•  AUBBIT  wu  kUl*d  on  the  6tli  of  ^ont. 
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made  no  mention  of  this  eircnmstanee ;  he  mAj,  howeyer,  hsuft 
condnded  thai  he  was  mistakeni  as  I  belieTe  he  was. 

Immediately  upon  Oapt.  Ebtsb  announcing  this  intelligenoe, 
Capi  HoABi),  who  commanded  at  Fort  Defiance,  ordered  me  with 
three  othersi  Lieut  M.  G.  Fhoe,  Johh  Bat,  and  Bausor  Hai1i|  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  and  ascertain  the  facts.  We  did  so,  but 
could  find  no  Indians,  or  signs  of  any.  The  fort  was  not  attacked, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Mineral  Point  learning  this  &ct,  resumed 
their  usual  quiet  and  confidence.  These  false  alarms  were  not 
uncommon  in  these  critical  times.  Many  pxen  seemed  to  possess 
eyes  of  a  powerfully  magnifying  character,  torturing  eyery  thing 
seen  into  an  Indian,  and  thus  many  a  well  run  race  has  been  made 
when  there  were  no  Indians  probably  within  many  miles,  and  noth-* 
ing  to  justify  the  flight  more  tlum  a  tree,  stump,  or  clump  of 
weeds.  But  notwithstanding  there  were  a  few  of  these  flighty 
gentlemen,  the  most  of  the  men  then  in  the  country,  were  of  that 
bold  and  resolute  character,  who  could  readily  distinguish  between 
trees  or  bushes  and  Indians,  as  their  conduct  upon  all  occasions 
so  well  testified. 

After  Ool.  Dooos  left  Gratiof  s  Oroye,  as  my  son,  who  was  of 
the  party,  informs  me,  he  proceeded  with  his  command  to  Kirker'a 
faiBXy  and  there  halted  for  noon ;  and  while  there,  the  Colonel 
addressed  his  iven  in  a  yery  spirited  manner,  saying  that  they 
were  then  fully  ia  the  enemy's  country ;  that  eyery  thing  depend- 
ed upon  their  success ;  that  the  public  eye  was  upon  them,  and 
that  eyery  thing  that  could  be  expected  of  yaliant  and  daring 
Aoldiers,  would  be  expected  of  them ;  that  their  families,  as  well 
as  the  country,  looked  to  them  for  protection  ;  and  closed  by  re- 
minding them  of  the  importance  of  yigilance  and  determination, 
and  of  perfect  subordination  to  their  officers  while  in  the  field.* 
In  the  afternoon,  they  marched  to  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  St. 
TsAiK,  Hale  and  Fowleb,  whose  bodies  they  found  and  buried ; 
Hawuct,  who  was  supposed  to  haye  been  killed  near  the  same 

•Tbiii  AMr«u  naj  be  m«ii  in  fall  in  SiiTn't  Hifltorj  of  WiMoniin,  toI.  1,  p.  490. 
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time,  was  never  found,  nor  anything  entirely  satisfactory  erer 
heard  of  him. 

The  next  night,  Ool.  Dodgs's  party  encamped  at  Hickory  Point, 
where  five  of  their  horses  were  stolen  by  the  Indians.  Early  the 
next  morning,  a  detachment  nnder  the  command  of  Capt.  Gentbt 
started  ui  pursuit,  and  followed  them  nearly  the  whole  day,  re- 
taking some  of  the  lost  horses,  together  with  some  others,  whlcb 
the  Indians  had  evidently  stolen  from  the  whites.  The  lodxani 
eluded  them  by  abandoning  the  horses,  and  fleeing  through  or  in- 
to swamps  pn  foot. 

This  night  we  encamped  at  Rock  River,  where  Gen.  Hcgh 
Bbadt*  was  in  command.  Learning  that  Gen.  Henbt  Ateinboi 
was  at  Ottawa,  on  the  Illinois  river,  Col.  Dodge,  with  twenfy-fiTe 
men,  accompanied  Gen.  Bhadt  to  that  point,  where  Col.  Dodqe 
had  a  conference  with  Gen.  Atkinson,!  formed  a  plan  for  the  future 
movements  of  the  army,  when  Col.  Dodge  returned  the  next 
night  to  Dixon  about  mid-night.  Early  the  next  morning  there- 
after. Col.  Dodge's  command  was  put  in  motion  for  the  Mining 
Country,  where  they  arrived  after  a  two  day's  march,  much  worn 
down  and  fatipied.  This  expedition  from  the  commencement  oc- 
cupied about  (iight  days,  during  which  the  troops  had  been  almost 
constantly,  day  and  night,  upon  the  march.  Upon  their  return  to 
Gratiot's  Grove,  owing  to  the  worn  down  condition  of  the  horses, 
having  had  nothing  but  grass  to  subsist  on,  it  was  deemed  expe- 


*Q«n.  Bbadt  wm  Lorn  in  PeDn>ylTiuiia,  in  Ju!j,  1768,  and  cnteretl  the  nrmj  la  li98,  ta4  mmA  uil 
Engign  in  (ien.  Tf  atxe's  campai^-r.  4jjdn«t  the  Indian i ;  and  in  tha  war  c(  1S12-'1A,  h»  commaadtdi 
TCfimeat,  an4  partlcilarly  distia^uiahod  himwlf  at  Luudv'i  Lane,  and  in  tiM  batUe  m(  Cbipfwva,  fe 
which  latter  caoguinarj  content  lilri  regiaicnt  vai  aluieitt  annihilated,  and  himfielf  larerelj  w*«Bdfe&  k 
1825,  he  waf  htatlonrd  at  Di-troit,  in  conmiaml  of  that  u.Ilitarj  dfpartmtat,  and  coBtributcd  gzeatijtl 
foreMirinir  p-fa-^  on  tlie  frontier,  daring  tlic  pmtn.ilt  dl^turhaacos  {■  Canada,  in  IS37.  He  entered  etft 
Hpiiit  into  the  Blark  Hairk  war,  and  eidaimei!,  <*  Glre  me  two  infantry  eompaniea  mnnated,  and  1  vfl 
■igage  to  whip  tin^  SauVs  out  of  the  i-ouotry  in  one  week  ;"  but  ktcknesa  soou  canie  upon  Xh»  TetUHi 
nod  hi«  «ervlc^*  wore  li««t  for  the  campaign.  He  received  from  his  natire  State,  the  preaent  of  a  awof^ 
attained  the  breret  rank  ol  major-general.  He  died,  at  Detroit,  April  liih,  1811,  In  biacigb^lhM 
A  lif'e  of  ruritv,  rigid  tcmi^ran>.v  and  ijatv-inatie  actiritj-,  had  giren  a  ha;^inet<>  to  hiiftnnM^>a' 
■i  eIa«tioitr  to  hi:*  *tvp,  which  roDtIiiu«Hi  to  t!.e  dar  of  hii  death.  He  was  a  Touager  brather  of  Hi 
■riahrated  pirtizan  in  Indinn  warfare,  Capt.  Samvil  Bbaot,  ol  the  Upper  Ohio  TalUy  L.  C.  P. 

f  Thia  waa  an  the  Uth  of  June.    r>«n.  Atkikooit  wu  engaged  In  organiiiBg  thive  brIgiAH  of  of  Vh 
■Ola  T0lnnt4^rb  at  Ottowa  L.  O.  •• 


84S 

dient  by  Ool.  Dodok  to  diBiniss  bis  men  to  tbeir  respective  forti 
for  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  recraitiog  tbeir  horses ;  subjeoti 
howoTer,  to  be  re-called  into  service  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  mounted  men  had  just  arrived  at  Fort  Defiance,  when  the 
sad  intelligence  arrived  by  David  Gilbert  as  express,  that  five 
men  had  been  killed  at  Sfaffobd^s  farm,  on  the  Pecatonica,  six 
miles  south-east  of  Fort  Hamilton.^    A  dispatch  was  immediately 
sent  to  Col.  Dodoe,  and  all  the  men  at  the  fort  that  could  be 
mounted,  were  soon  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the 
murder.    This  detachment  consisted  of  B.  H.  Ki&kpatsiok,  Ghab. 
Baacken,  who  was  first  Lieutenant  at  Fort  Defiance,  Saiiusl 
BiiAOK  and  Petek  Pakkison,  Jr.,  who  had  just  returned  from 
Col.  Dodge's  expedition  to  Ottawa,  and  belonged  to  the  mounted 
force,  Levin  Leach,  Duminiok  MoGbaw,  Matthew  O.  Fitoh, 
Thokas  1L  P&ice,  Sahuel  Bcnts,  BfiNJA^iiNf  Lawubad,  Hiohtov, 
Yan  Wagooneb,  and  niyselt',!  who  belonged  to  the  Fort  Defiance 
company — making  thirteen  in  number.    Previous  to  our  depar- 
ture, some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  men 
relative  to  being  placed  under  the  leadership  of  Lieut  BsAOKEirj 
who  was  entitled  to  the  command  of  those  who  belonged  to  the 
fort  company.    Capt.  IIoaud  consulted  me  as  to  the  best  course 
to  be  pursued,  and  I  advised  placing  the  men  under  the  command 
of  B.  II.  KiEKPATAioK,  who  aftcrwards  became  Major ;  and  thia 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  men  proceeded  under  him.    I  state 
this  in  justice  to  Maj.  Kibkpat&iok,  who  is  now  dead,  and  in  coa- 
sequence  of  seeing  Gen.  Baaoken^s  statement  in  Oen.  Smith's 
history,  claiming  to  have  commanded  this  detachment.    It  is  a 
matter  of  some  surprise  to  me,  that  Gen.  Sicrrii  should  have  so  far 
disregarded  the  truth  and  impartiality  of  history,  as  to  have  given 
Gen.  Bsacken's  statement,  and  at  the  same  time  suppressed  others 
relative  to  this  affair  and  Pecatonica  battle,  which  I  know  were 
placed  in  his  hands.    Other  mistakes  there  are  in  his  history,  but 
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ter  iBST  hsTe  been  mmde  inadrvtoitlT,  wiflievt  living  tte 

proper  ligbti  to  gnide  him. 

In  eonieqnenoe  of  tiuB  momentarr  disntisbedon  sboat  the 
oommand,  laenL  Bxjlckrt,  with  Bekjamdt  Livbxid  itirted  in 
tdFinee  of  the  detadunent,  but  ire  orertook  them  preTious  to 
reaching  Fort  Hamilton,  where  we  arrired  abont  midnight,  ind 
remained  till  morning.  We  found  the  fort  and  its  ooeapantB  in 
the  greatest  confufiion,  with  no  quarters  or  refreshments  for  ns, 
and  we  had  to  shift  as  best  we  could.  Some  others  here  joinad 
cfm  party,  and  some  farther  altercation  occurring  about  the  con^ 
mandy  an  election  was  regularly  held,  and  R.  H.  'Kjmktatbkk.  was 
chosen.  The  detachment  then  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  the  mur- 
der, under  the  guidance  of  Bexxet  Mnxioar,  who  was  one  of  the 
party  attacked,  and  had  almost  miraculously  made  his  escape, 
after  a  chase  of  fifteen  miles,  and  having  swam  the  Pecatonica 
fire  times  during  the  ehaee,  and  at  length  arrired  at  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, in  full  lope,  about  an  hour  by  sun. 

The  first  thing  that  presented  itself  to  us  at  the  scene  of  mur- 
der, was  the  headless  body  of  the  unfortunate  Spaftoxd,  who,  it 
seems  from  Million's  statement,  was  killed  at  the  first  fire  of  the 
Indians,  and  was  found  near  where  the  attack  was  made.  Except 
where  shot,  and  the  decapitation,  there  were  no  mutilations  of  the 
body ;  we  found  the  missing  head  on  the  bank  of  the  riven  some 
hundred  yards  from  the  body,  with  pretty  much  all  the  hair 
taken  off,  which  was  of  a  fine  glossy  appearance,  and  heuce  the 
reason  of  their  taking  it  all.  The  bodies  of  Searls,  HcIlwaxvs, 
and  an  Englishman  called  Johnny  Bull,  were  found  upon  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  most  shockingly  mangled  and  mutila- 
ted. The  body  of  Sfenceb,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  at  the  same  time,  could  no  where  be  found.  Hie  other 
four  bodies  were  brought  together,  and  buried  in  one  common 
grave,  presenting  a  most  appalling  spectacle,  such  as  only  men  of 
nerve  could  have  witnessed  with  any  degree  of  composure.  While 
these  solemn  obsequies  were  being  performed,  a  force  was  con- 
stantly reconnoitering  the  surrounding  country  in  search  of  tha 
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jot  mifonnd  body  of  Sfshosb,  and  to  see  that  there  were  no  In- 
dians lurking  in  onr  yidnity,  to  take  ns  by  anrprise.  After 
burying  onr  nnfortnnate  friends,  who  had  fallen  victims  throngh 
their  anxiety  to  raise  a  crop  of  com,  we  continned  the  search  for 
BfEHOEa's  body  till  evening.  I  mnst  bear  my  testimony  to  the 
pradent,  cantions  and  sagacious  manner,  in  which  this  expedition 
was  conducted  by  ICaj.  Eibspatriok,  the  officer  in  command. 

When  at  night  we  returned  to  Fort  Hamilton,  we  found  Oapt. 
GsNTBT  there  with  a  portion  of  his  company,  when  onr  detachment 
fell  under  his  command.  After  some  refreshments,  the  first  of 
which  we  had  partaken  since  leaving  Fort  Defiance,  a  council  was 
held,  in  which  it  was  determined,  that  in  the  event  of  Col.  Dodgb 
ftdling  to  arrive  by  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  the  force  then  un- 
der command  of  Capt.  Gentry,  would  pursue  the  Indians,  and 
make  a  further  search  for  the  body  of  Sfenoeb.  The  night  passed 
without  any  unusual  occurrence.  Just  as  our  men  were  about 
starting  the  next  morning,  in  pursuance  of  the  arrangements 
agreed  on,  Col.  Dodob  arrived  in  company  with  Thomaa  Jenkots 
and  John  Messebsmtth,  Jr.,  the  Colonel,  in  point  of  fact,  having 
out-ridden  the  others,  arrived  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  ahead 
of  them. 

It  seems,  that  upon  receiving  the  express  at  Dodgeville,  Col. 
DoDOE  with  JsNKTKs  Aud  Mbsbersmith,  had  started  for  Fort  Hamil- 
ton by  the  way  of  Bine  If  ounds, where  were  some  fresh  horses  and 
men — a  portion  of  Capt.  Gentet's  command ;  and  leaving  orders 
for  them  to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Hamilton,  Col.  Dodoe 
continued  his  route,  by  way  of  FrctwelPs  Diggings,  and  arrived 
at  Fort  Hamilton  as  before  stated.  But  a  little  previous  to  his  ar- 
rival, he  had  left  the  main  road,  and  taken  a  by-way,  which  some- 
what shortened  the  distance ;  and  on  coming  into  the  main  road 
again,  ho  met  one  Afflb,  a  German,  who  had  a  good  horse,  which 
Oapt  Gemtbt  that  morning  was  about  to  impress  into  the  service, 
when  Apple  promised  him,  if  he  would  allow  him  to  go  to  his  cabin 
after  his  blankets,  he  would  accompany  us  on  our  expedition. 
This  was  by  many  supposed  to  be  merely  an  excuse  to  get  away, 
44 
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i-'a?:- :  £i'.  :i!!-.-l  r.*  a:  l::-  \za.  Ai.-l-:  "^as  ki.iei.  All  was  in- 
vj&z.'.'.T  -s-.'.  1  e'c.:: .:•:•:-:  a-i  -.szrdcr.  aL-i  lu:  f.r  iLe  »:eru,  deter- 
ml'-^ji  v.:i. :'  (.\ip.  GL5T2T,  aliei  s.-s^ewLa:  Ij  Maj.  Kibjlpat- 
aicri.  L:-r ::.  Ljia-.}:!:.-  a:.d  r-.v^c-i:,  ::.i:ead  •. :  iLe  succe^efiil  parsuU 
aL'l 'J;f-i£fct  :'  t:* :  iLiiiCt.  a  failure  niigi.:,  auJ  I  tliick  would, 
have  bo-'i.':  tr.»:  c /r-sc-^noriCc.  In  a  c:myaEy  of  llilrty  or  forty 
a^frfi,  tLcire  arc-  Sil..:-si  ::. variably  5cu:»e  wiio  I".■^a^.is  so  excitable 
and  oiitL-Jsia-^c-  :r:n.ptramentt,  as  to  lose  all  presence  of  mind, 
or  Kfc:^c^.Ltrol,  tl.-u^l  l-rcne  it  may  be.  even  to  a  iauit.  Thia  was 
the  case  i'i  tlie  [revert  iriitance.  When  it  was  ascertained  that 
Ai'i'LK  *vas  unquestljnabiy  killed,  quite  a  number  of  meu  of  thia 
derX'fiption  monntcd  their  horses  withoat  orders,  and  were  npon 
the  act  of  rushing  indiscriuiinatclv  after  the  Indians.  Captaia 
Gkktkt  rushed  to  their  front,  and  ordered  them,  in  the  moat  per- 
emptory manner,  as  their  captain,  to  halt,  reminding  them  of 
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Stillxan^b  Defeat  being  brought  about  perhaps  by  similar  move- 
ments  and  insabordination,  and  then  declaring,  that  he  would 
shoot  the  first  man  who  attempted  to  advance  until  ordered  to  do 
so  by  Ool.  Dodge,  who  wonld  be  there  in  a  few  moments. 

Upon  his  arrival,  Ool.  Dodge  ordered  the  men  to  mount  and 
form  in  line,  when  he  addressed  them  to  this  effect :  "  Fellow 
soldiers !  we  shall  immediately  follow  the  Indians,  whose  handi 
are  now  reeking  with  the  blood  of  one  of  our  neighbors  and  fel- 
low citizens  whom  they  have  just  slain.  We  must  overtake 
them,  if  possible.  Their  numbers  are  unknown;  but  numer- 
ous as  they  may  be,  I  shall  charge  them  sword  in  hand ;  and  if 
there  are  any  among  you  who  think  you  cannot  do  this,  you  will 
fall  back  now,  as  I  want  none  with  me,  except  those  upon  whom 
I  can  rely,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  in  any  and  every  emer- 
gency." The  order  was  then  given  to  advance  at  full  speed,  but 
none  fell  back.  Wo  were  soon  upon  their  trail,  passing  the^ 
mangled  corpse  of  Apple,  which  we  left  in  the  hands  of  the  fort 
men  for  interment. 

The  trail  led  through  aii  almost  impassable  thicket  of  under- 
brush, tree  tops,  prickly  ash,  grape  vines,  briars,  and  every  thing 
calculated  to  retard  our  speed.  We  finally  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing them  from  the  thicket,  and  making  our  way  through  it ;  but 
when  we  came  to  the  open  prairie,  the  Indians  were  far  in  ad- 
vance of  our  front,  our  line  being  extended  for  perhaps  half  a 
mile  in  length,  owing  to  the  difiiculty  of  the  men  getting  through 
the  thicket.  The  pursuit  was  somewhat  promiscuous,  every  one 
taking  his  own  course.  Col.  Dodge,  Capt.  Gentry,  Lieut.  Bs- 
QUKTTE,  JoHif  Messersmith,  Jr.,  John  Hood,  and  I,  formed  the 
advance.  We  came  pretty  nearly  up  to  the  Indians  on  the  open 
prairie,  about  two  miles  from  the  timber ;  when  I  suggested  to 
Col.  Dodge  the  propriety  of  commencing  an  attack  upon  them ; 
but  before  the  remainder  of  the  command,  who  were  close  at  hand, 
and  coming  up  at  full  speed,  had  joined  us,  the  Indians  had 
crossed  a  deep  creek  in  the  prairie,  of  which  we  knew  nothings 
and  which  was  of  difficult  passage  for  horses.  This  retarded  us  a 
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little,  which  enabled  the  Indians  to  reach  the  maiii  PecatOBioki 
and  were  crossing  it  just  as  we  came  up  in  fall  view  of  them 
again ;  and  some  shots  were  exchanged  here,  but  without  effect, 
the  distance  being  too  great. 

Jnst  after  the  Indians  had  effected  a  passage  of  the  rirer,  which 
was  then  much  swollen,  Capt  Gentbt  and  I  effected  a  croanng 
by  swimming  our  horses.  Asa  Duxgax  made  the  same  attempt, 
but  did  not  succeed.  This  placed  Capt.  Oentby  and  myself  upon 
the  same  side  of  the  river  with  the  Indians,  where  we  could  com- 
mand a  full  view  of  their  movements,  and  which  perhaps  decided 
them  upon  making  no  further  attempts  to  escape,  but  to  prepare 
to  fight.  They  then  marched  leisurely  into  a  grove  in  the  bead 
of  the  river,  and  secreted  themselves  under  the  bank  of  a  deep 
slough,  which  had  no  doubt  at  some  fj^rmer  period,  been  the  bed 
of  the  river.  This  embankment  was  surrounded  and  sheltered 
with  thick  under-brush  and  trees. 

In  the  meantime,  Col.  Dodge  had,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
men,  effected  a  crossing  higher  up  the  river,  at  a  ford  on  an  old 
Indian  trail,  and  were  dismounted  at  the  head  of  the  grove  in 
which  the  Indians  were  concealed.  Capt.  Ge^ttbt  said  to  me, 
"  Col.  Parkisox,  you  may  remain  here,  if  you  will,  as  you  are  on 
a  fleet  horse,  and  I  will  go  :«^  Col.  Dodge,  and  conduct  him  this 
way  to  the  Indians,  and  then  you  can  join  us."  I  consented  to 
this  arrangement ;  bu:  before  Capt.  Gentst  reached  CoL  Dodge, 
he  mired  his  horse  in  a  slough,  which  he  was  attempting  to  eross, 
and  lost  bis  gun.  Col.  Dodge  had  made  one  advance  through  the 
grove,  ar>d  came  out  in  sight  of  where  I  was  posted.  I  then  con- 
ducted him  to  the  point  where  the  Indians  entered  the  grove,  and 
found  ilieir  trail :  upon  which  we  marched  in  an  extended  line, 
keeping  the  trail  at  the  centre  of  eur  line- 
When  wo  had  advanced  upon  the  trail  about  two  hundred 
yards  with  ^ieath-like  stillness,  the  enemys'  whereabouts  was  s&d- 
denly  announced  to  us  by  a  volley  uf  fire  arms,  accompanied  by 
the  most  terridc  yells.  But  we  were  not  in  the  least  daunted,  and 
Col.  Dodge  instantly  gave  the  order  to  chaige,  which  was  prompt- 
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ly  obeyed,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  every  Indian  was  killed 
and  scalped.  In  their  first  fire,  they  shot  three  of  our  men,  mor- 
tally wounding  Blaok  and  Mosbis,  and  slightly  wounding  Tnoicij 
Jmbeuss.  In  the  charge  upon  the  bank,  Wells  was  mortally 
wounded.  Thus  ended  this  short  but  sanguinary  conflict.  The 
entire  war-party  was  exterminated,  leaving  not  one  to  bear  the 
sad  tidings  to  their  Ohief  and  people,  that  Col.  Dodob  and  his 
warriors  were  not,  in  fact,  of  "  the  soft-shelled  Ireed.^^  * 

All  our  men  behaved  well,  indeed  valiantly,  without  distinc- 
tion. Col.  Dodge,  in  his  official  report  of  the  engagement,  says . 
"  The  volunteers  under  my  command,  behaved  with  great  bravery 
and  gallantry ;  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  discriminate  be  ~ 
tween  them."  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  16th  of  June ;  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  participated  in  it,  are :  Col.  Dodge, 
Lieut.  Bequette,  Lieut.  Bbaceen,  Lieut.  D.  M.  Pabkison,  Lieut. 
Pobter,  B.  n.  Kibepatbice,  Dr.  Allen  Hill,  surgeon,  Thohab 
Jenkins,  W.  W.  WooDBBn>GE,  John  MESBEBSMrm,  Jr.,  Asa  Dun- 
can, Benjamin  Lawhead,  Samuel  Fatbice,  liViLLiA3i  Cabneb, 
John  Hodd,  Le\in  Leach,  Alexandeb  Higginbotua^i,  Samuel 
Black,  Dominiok  MoGbaw,  Peteb  Pabkison,  Jr.,  Samuel  Bunts, 
Van  Waggoneb,  Wells,  Mobbis,  and  Rankin.  Capt.  Gkntet 
joined  us  just  as  the  firing  ceased ;  and  M.  G.  FrroH  and  another 
man  were  posted  as  sentinels,  to  watch  the  retreat  of  the  Indians, 
should  they  attempt  any. 

We  then  conveyed  our  wounded  men,  partly  by  litter,  and 
partly  by  wagon,  to  Fort  Hamilton.  On  our  way  there,  we  met 
Edwabd  BEOucnABD,t  and  a  number  of  Winnebagoee,  Sioux,  and 

•  Some  Idfft  of  the  brtof  ipaee  of  time  oceapicd  in  thin  doiperate  hand-to-hand  eonflict,  may  b«  gath 
end  {torn  tho  gnphle  dMoription  of  oao  of  the  ▼olaatevn,  Johr  UiauxajiiTH,  Jr^  ma  related  la  (2«n. 
Svira'a  Hiitory  :— *■  I  fired  mj  >'agtr ;  let  it  drop— drew  oat  bj  left  pistol ;  fireU  it  at  an  Indian— let  the 
pistol  fall— (Irew  out  my  right  pistol ;  fired  at  another  Indian— waa  poarlng  powder  in  mj  hand  to 
rc-loa<l,  when  one  of  our  companj  aaid,  <Thej  are  all  dead  I  "*  L.  C  D. 

i  BloccuASD,  in  hi«  ■tateaunl  la  Gen.  BHinCi  Biatoiy,  claiina  to  lukTO  rtMhed  tho  battle  joat  u  th* 
fidag  tommenced,  and  to  hero  taken  part  in  It ;  and  ha  girta  the  additional  naoM  of  OiTiia  aa  oao  of 
thapartioipante,  and  Gea.  BaAflsn  apeaka  of  oa*  ZteFn— donbtleaa  tha  aama  penoa.  Gen.  BaAOSW 
*]ioj;lv«athtnuMof  TBoiusH.PUMaaoiMOf  Gfa.90DQrtpaity.  There  won  foar  mea  la  «hai|t 
of  Iha  hotmh  two  of  whom,  Moordiag  t*  Gta;  Bbaoov,  veit  Paioiaad  a  joolk  naaid  T^vunhd  ( 
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Menomonees,  with  whom  Col.  IIamilton  had  arrived  about  the 
time  of  our  fight  with  the  Sanks.  These  IndiaDS  had  come  down 
for  the  purpose  of  assistirg  us  in  fighting  the  Sanks  and  Foxes; 
but  after  a  few  dajs  talking^  and  connselling  with  Col.  DoDO^ 
Col.  Gbatiot  and  C^^l.  HA^iLT^y,  and  eating  up  a  great  deal  of 
onr  bocf,  they  became  discontented  and  departed,  frighteniog  the 
inhabitnns  of  the  country  through  which  thej  passed.  Col.  Dodob 
was  a'lxious  to  have  retained  tlicm  as  epies,  but  I  think  we  were 
better  vS  without  them,  as  thej  were  a  cowardly  and  treacherous 
set  (»f  miserable  felk^ws. 

About  this  time,  souie  of  these  Indians,  with  some  of  the  white 
men  of  the  f»»rt,  went  tu  the  houge  of  Mr.  B.  Mii  lion,  the  father 
of  xhKi  yonni:  man  who  made  his  escape  frum  the  Indians  at 
Bpaffokd's  farm,  for  some  provisions,  wliere  they  were  thrown 
intu  the  greatest  consteinati«>n  by  the  appearance  of  a  man  rush- 
ing frantically  fivm  a  cc»rncrib  towards  them.  He  proved  to  be 
Bpkkckr,  siippofeetl  t.>  have  been  killed  at  Sp-utfoed's  farm.  He 
said,  that  in  the  afifair  at  Spafford's,  instead  of  attempting  to 
cross  the  river  as  the  others  did,  he  ran  down  the  stream,  and  hid 
in  the  mouth  of  a  branch,  until  an  Indian  came  near  faim  on 
horsL-l'a'-k  whom  he  shot,  and  then  fled  across  tlie  bottom  in  the 
the  dii»cti.>n  of  the  fort,  but  finding  two  Indians  pursuing  him, 
he  secreted  hiinseli'  in  a  thicket  until  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Pecat^nicH,  when  Ke  ventured  up  in  sight  of  the  fort.  Seeing  it 
surrounded  by  Indians,  and  having  heard  our  firing,  he  conclnded 
that  the  fort  had  evidently  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  fled  with  terror  to  the  woods,  where  he  would  remain  quite 
hidden  during  the  day,  and  in  the  night  would  venture  out  to  this 
deserted  house  of  Million ^8,  to  seek  provisions.     In  his  rambles 


lour  others,  aoconling  to  Col  Dodok'8  accoont,  and  BcocchaRD's  fUteiucnl^  were  placed  §o  u 
te  wmtcb  the  eu<r.i7,  ithould  thej  attempt  to  escape.  In  one  letter,  Col  Podoc  ipeakfl  of  elfbtMB 
■en,  and  in  another,  twent/-one,  being  actuallj  engaged  in  tha  chaise.  Oen.  BmACiV  slatea 
ttat  the  eliai^n;  party  nnmbertd  twenty-one,  Inelndlog  Col.  DOBOI.  II,  tbtn,  there  were  tvtnty-ODa 
te  the  charge,  fnar  holding  honie%  four  videttes  or  npiee,  and  Capt.  Ortrt  belated  In  mlHof  hla  bona 
mA  kwinff  his  gnn,  we  taaee  Just  thirty  ;  which  if  prednelj  the  namber  whoae  namai  art  girra  \f  Ool* 
VjJBitoii  and  0«n.  Draokkn,  to  a^  nothing  of  Blovobard,  and  tha  nan  who  waa  •  Tidaitt  with  If- 
thia  nnna»cd  TidatU  maj  hara  hatn  one  of  the  thiitj  already  indleatad.  L.  0,  D. 
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during  the  night,  he  ran  upon  on  Indian,  shot  at  him,  and  then 
ran  himself.  In  the  sncceeding  winter,  he  became  so  frenzied 
and  flightj  in  conseqnence  of  his  frights  on  this  occasion,  that  he 
wandered  off— no  one  eyer  knew  where. 

After  the  battle  of  Pecatonica,  the  volunteers  returned  to  their 
respective  forts.  The  wounded  men,  Wells  and  MoeeIs,  were  left 
at  Fort  Hamilton,  where  they  both  died  in  about  two  weeks ; 
SAMtTEL  Black,  a  noble  and  brave  young  man,  was  taken  to  Fort 
Defiance,  among  his  friends,  where  he  died  in  about  nine  days, 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  the  fifth  volunteer  company  was  formed, 
of  which  I  was  chosen  captain,  and  Samuel  Patrick  and  Matthkw 
G.  FrrcH  respectively  first  and  second  lieutenants.  After  the  for- 
mation of  this  company,  I  accompanied  Col.  DonoK,  with  a  portion 
of  Capt.  GEirrRT's  company,  to  the  Blue  Mounds,  for  the  purpose 
of  burying  Lieut.  Force  and  Mr.  Green,  who  had  been  killed* 
about  two  miles  from  the  fort  by  a  party  of  about  forty  Indians, 
supposed  to  have  been  partly  Winnebagoes.  We  buried  Force — 
Green  had  been  interred  before  our  arrival.  I  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  the  direction  of  the  head  waters  of  Sugar  Creek,  but  not 
finding  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  we  returned  to  the  fort  the  next 
day,  when  Col.  Dodob  with  Capt.  Gentry's  company  returned  to 
Fort  Union,  his  head-qnarters,  near  Dodgeville.  I  was  left:  with 
my  company  to  guard  the  fort  at  the  Blue  Mounds,  where  I  re- 
mained four  days,  during  which  I  reconnoitered  the  surrounding 
country  for  some  distance.  While  there,  I  received  for  myself 
and  company,  the  kindest  hospitality  of  Col.  Ebenkzfr  Brioham. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  return  to  Fort  Defiance,  and  make  imme- 
diate preparations  for  an  expedition  against  Black  IIawk,  who 
was  then  said  to  be  encamped,  with  his  entire  force,  on  Kosh-ko- 
nong  Lake. 

Previous  to  this  time,  numerous  depredations  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  and  some  bloody  conflicts  had  taken  place. 


*  Oi  1h«  KHh  of  JuM. 


A  "^'^^  ifcjd  beea  killed  nfi*r  Kellugg's  OldGrare;  aDdScTsm, 
W^ra^  JovLEx  SAd  Hawxxt  Were  aIao  V-'^ftJ,  vule  cb«r  eoa- 
paaiona,  Alxzaxdbb  HsaGOB^vzaAMj  Axilla.  Flotd,  and  om 
McEcvsrr,  nude  &eir  eicape  ai»r  being  liou  j  pozsaed  ocadf  fih* 
entire  daj.  Two  ni6c  were  killed  near  me  SineisiwA^Moud: 
lie  for  a:  Apple  Eirer  wa*  atiacked,  oza  nun  killed,  and  quite  a 
z:iirLiftT  *>:  cattle  driven  on :  Capt.  S7X?fiKSs*3x  had  a  eerere  con- 
vict witi  a  part  J  of  In*iiaaa  on  the  Lead  oz"  Yellow  Creek,  in 
whicli  L^  l>Bt  three  men,  and  wae  himself  woonded,  aod  compell- 
ed to  abandon  the  Se!d :  and  Capt.  Sstdbb  and  Gen.  WHzzKmi 
had  a  snutll  c'jZi^ct  with  them  near  Buffalo  Grove. 

On  the  25th  of  Jnne.  while  Haj.  Jom?  Dexett  was  encamped 
at  Kf;Ilo;:;;-a  Old  Gr^ve,  with  the  spy  battalion  of  G«n.  Pofiit'a 
rjhgade,  sonie  three  or  fonr  Indians  were  discorered  near  the 
encampment,  when  many  of  the  excitable  and  enthusiastic  toI- 
unteerB,  'x'ithoat  consideration,  commenced  a  disorderly  pozsoit, 
dcapite  the  remonstrances  of  Maj.  Demest.  The  result  was,  that 
they  were  led  into  an  ambuscade,  some  of  them  killed,  and  the 
rC'Bt  generally  so  frightened  by  the  yells  of  the  Indians,  that  a 
tumaltuoHs  retreat  commenced ;  and  the  Indians,  floshed  with 
victory,  parsued  them  to  the  very  verge  of  their  encampment, 
which  was  composed  of  some  substantial  log  houses.  Here  the 
whites  rallied,  and  kept  off  the  Indians,  but  while  the  contest 
lasted,  some  twenty  or  thirty  horses,  belonging  to  the  volonteers, 
were  killed.  It  is  said,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  Maj.  Da- 
lULs'T  acted  with  great  bravery,  and  made  every  exertion  to  rally 
his  men  upon  the  prairie,  so  much  so  as  to  attract  the  admiration 
of  Black  IIawk  himself,  who  afterwards  said,  "  The  young  chief 
talked  much  and  loud,  in  trying  to  rally  his  men,  and  deserved 
much  credit  for  his  bravery." 

About  the  28th  of  June,  all  the  forces  under  Col.  Dodox's  com- 
mand, rendezvoused  at  Fort  Hamilton,  where  they  were  met  by 
Gen.  Posey's  brigade,  preparatory  to  commencing  an  expedition 
to  Koflh-ko-nong  Lake,  where,  according  to  the  plan  previonsly 
devised,  we  were  to  meet  Gen.  ArxnisDV,  with  the  other  two 
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dlVlBidii*  of  the  anny.  Ifaj.  DsuEzit'g  battitlion  aiid  some  6t]iitB 
of  Pobet's  brigade,  were  atlzions  that  Gen.  DoDai:  sbonld  titkcf 
the  command  of  all  the  forces  in  that  division  of  the  army ;'  an 
election  was  held,  bnt  the  Illinois  rolnnteers,  as  a  matter  of  State 
pride,  still  preferred  Gen.  Posby,  who  was  elected  by  a  small' 
majority.  The  division  was  then  pnt  in  motion  for  the  point  of 
destination.  Ool.  Dodge's  command  then  consisted  of  five  com-' 
panies,  numbering  about  two  hundred  men,  including  Capt.- 
Stephenson's  Galena  company. 

We  encamped  the  first  night,  at  the  East  Pccatonica,  which  we 
had  much  diflBculty  in  crossing,  having  to  swim  our  horses,  and' 
raft  over  our  baggage.  The  second  night  our  encampment  was 
at  Dkvee's  old  smelting  establishment,  on  Sugar  River,  where 
Oapt  Stepttenbon's  company  joined  us.  We  then  proceeded  by 
way  of  the  Four  Lakes,  where  we  were  joined  by  the  Winnebago 
chief  WnrrE  Chow.  Col.  W.  S.  Hamilton  had  joined  us  the 
night  before,  with  some  Indians  and  some  white  volunteers,  who' 
were  designated  as  the  scouting  party  of  Col.  Dodge's  command.  * 
Oiapt.  Stephenson,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  elected  Major  of 
Col.  Dodge's  command ;  and  the  Colonel's  staff  consisted,  at  this 
time,  of  Maj.  R.  H.  Kirkpatriok  as  aid,  W.  W.  Woodbkidoe 
Adjutant,  and  James  P.  Cox,  Sergeant-Major.  ' 

The  WmTE  Crow  proffered  to  conduct  us  to  Black  Hawk's  en-' 
campmcnt,  which,  he  said,  was  on  Rock  River,  near  the  Koshko-' 
nt)ng.  Under  his  guidance,  wo  advanced  for  several  days  over 
almost  impassable  swamps,  until  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
locality  as  described  by  Whitk  Crow,  when  we  were  met  by  an 
express  from  Gen.  Atkinson,  ordering  us  to  proceed  immediately" 
to  his  encampment  on  Bark  River.  Col.  Dodgb  felt  somewhat' 
vexed  to  be  thus  thwarted  in  his  purpose,  and  remarked,  that  he 
was  crippled  in  every  movement  he  wished  to  make,  by  untimely 
expresses.  In  obedience  to  orders,  we  proceeded  to  headquar-' 
ters.  The  night  previously,  a  volunteer  had  been  killed,  and' 
Gen.  Atkiksoit  thinking  the  enemy  near  at  hand,  was  desirous  dt 
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eoscentradse  all  h'a  forces,  prepuitDrj  to  a  geaerml  ttgrngemMli 
whieh  he  ooctempl«*ed  bririgiog  on  tiie  next  daj. 

But  vben  C.L  HAiCLTCK  sol  his  £couu  Kcornoiter&d  Black 
Uawk/b  canip  lie  next  mombg.  it  wae  aecertained  xh^t  he  had 
decaiijf.ed,  with  Lis  whole  force.  It  was  discovered  that  he  had 
occupied  a  tl'',zZ  e-iTaLU^eci;*  posiii.a  i.r  dtfecce — a  hijsh  de- 
clivirj  sloping  :o  tLe  river.  wLicL  .»:  ±a:  p  jiat  was  i\i\l  of  large 
boalders,  re:«>iie:i  .^  iu  p^=eagc  exireoit:!/  diinciilc;  azid  trooi  the 
apparer.t  hz.^i'.K^y  -t"  '-he  White  Ca^w  a:.J  liis  partr  lo  lead  ua 
there,  it  w&r.  ".^iUi  riiacL  rojA-jLi  s::p^o=vd,  tha:  he  was  acting  in 
ooLcerl  with  Black  Hawj^  tj  brin^  oa  aa  eLigagemeiit  at  that 
point,  with  tiie  Ict't  win j  ^jf  tLe  araij.  Hai  this  ejccecdea,  the 
Toluriteers  mu.ij  if  riot  Ireatca,  ac  least  h^ve  safcred  s^verelr. 

At  this  tiiije.  Aui  a:  Gea.  Atkixson's  encanipioeLt,  CapL  Chaklxi 
DcxXy  eiuce  Ciiiei  Justice  ul  Wiscox^oin,  and  now  a  member  of 
the  State  Seuat-.-,  wi.iie  acting  as  ofiiuer  of  the  day,  and  g^uog 
around  to  relieve  the  guard,  was  unfortanatelj  shot  bj  one  of  the 
sentinels,  and  dangeroublj  wounded.  He  was  so  disabled,  aa  to 
be  compelled  to  return  home,  being  conrejed  to  D^xou  by  an 
escort 

Gens.  IIurBr  and  Alcxandes,  and  CoL  Dodgb,  with  their  re- 
spective Ci^mniands,  were  ordered  to  Fort  Winnebago  for  provi- 
sions, and  Gen.  Posi.y*s  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  Mining Rvgion 
for  the  protectiuu  of  tLo  forts  and  Eetileuients  in  that  quarter.  Ar- 
riving at  Fort  Winricbago,  CjL  Dodoe  a^certuiueJ,  through  the 
Winnebagoes,  that  the  Sanks  and  Fuxes  had  moved  up  Rock 
Hiver,  and  were  then  at  the  Rapids.  lie  immediutely  called  a 
council  of  his  own  officers,  and  those  of  the  other  two  comiuaudP| 
at  which  he  communicated  the  intelligence  he  had  derived  from 
the  Winnebflgoes,  and  proposed  to  return  to  Gen.  Atximsoh^s 
camp  by  way  of  tbe  Rapids.  Geu.  ALKXAMOb;B  objected,  stating 
that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  Gen.  Atxinsok^s  orders,  which 
were  to  return  immediately ;  and  Col.  Dodqe  rejoined,  that  «s 
there  was  no  route  specitied  in  the  orders,  he  thought  they  inighk 
return  by  any  route  they  should  deem  proper.    Gen.  IIxvby  co- 


neided  with  thiB  opinion,  and  he  and  Ool.  Dodos  agreed  to  retnni 
with  their  commands^  by  way  of  Rock  B^ver  fla|>id8,  luavlDgOeii* 
Alezakobb  to  take  the  back  trail. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  proceeding.  All  the 
worn  down  horses  that  were  regarded  aa  unfit  for  the  expedition, 
were  sent  home  to  the  Mining  country,  and  Maj.  Stephenson's 
company,  with  himself  at  their  head,  nearly  all  leaving,  tbas  re- 
ducing Col.  DoDQu's  effective  foree  to  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty ;  and  Gen.  Hknkt's  force  was  also  greatly  reduced,  so  that 
both  commands  did  not,  at  this  time,  exceed  six  hundred  men. — 
Taking  Mr.  PoQCiPrrB  with  us  as  interpreter,  and  some  Winneba- 
goes  as  guides,  wo  Bet  out,  and  on  the  tliird  day  arrived  at  the 
Kapidd,  (now  Iliustisford ;)  but,  to  our  great  surprise,  found  no 
Indians  there,  except  some  emaciated  Winnebagoes,  who  told  ua 
that  the  Sanks  and  Foxes  bad  moved  farther  up  the  river,  to  the 
Cranberry  Lakes.  We  thtreupon  encamped  for  the  night,  posting 
both  a  double  guard,  and  a  d«>uble  picket  ^uurd  ;  dispatching, 
meanwhile,  an  express  to  Gen.  AtkinsoxV«  borne  by  Adjutant 
IVooPBKUKJB  of  DoDGu^s  batialllon,  and  Dr.  Merrima.^,  one  of 
Gen.  IIknry's  adju^aiits,  with  a  W:nncbago  for  a  j^uide.  When 
they  had  proceeded  abmt  ei^^ht  or  nine  miles,  they  came  across 
one  of  the  main  trails  of  the  enemy,  plainly  panting  out  tLeir 
route  as  making  to'^ards  the  west.  Tney  at  once  returned,  end 
as  they  approached  the  camp,  ihey  were  tired  on  by  one  of  the 
picket  sentinels,  and  Adjutant  Woodbeidok  was  barely  uiie^sed. 

Thid  new  information  entirely  changed  our  plan  of  operations, 
for  instead  of  marching  up  the  river  as  we  intended,  we  marched 
down  it  early  tlie  ueM  inornirtg,  and  at  a  rapid  pace.  The  ex- 
press was  continued  to  Gen.  A tkinson«  by  the  same  men  selected 
the  previous  day  f  »r  that  service.  Wo  advanced  rapidly  upon 
the  trails,  which  c<>nsi^ted  of  three — one  main  center,  and  two 
fianking  trails.  The  first  night  ve  camped  on  the  tiail,  we  were 
literally  drenched  with  rain  ;  and  it  wa-«  with  the  greatest  dilB- 
Culty  that  wo  were  enabled  to  make  Hny  fire  by  which  to  o<;ok 
Qnr  supper.    Thu  second  n  ght,  we  encamped  on  the  east  end  oi 
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fUrd  Lake;  andj  ^pv^^imiA j  to  our  arriving  th6fe,bmr  aooati 
cBscdvered  a  large  force- of  Indians^  who  made  a  feint  to  attadr 
us,  when  we  at  once  formed  into  order  of  battle.  Seemg  thii 
ikibreAent  of  onrs,  they  made  a  precipitous  flight  into  the  woods 
ifdrronnding  the  lake.  We  then  advanced  a  short  distance,  and 
iiook  up  onr  encampment.  That  night  onr  soouta  diacovered 
mimy  Indians,  and  it  appeared  from  information  received  the  next 
inoming  from  a  Winnebago,  that  about  one  half  of  the  main  bodj 
of  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  took  post  near  the  erossing  of  the  Catfish, 
on  the  eastern  confines  of  the  city  of  Madison,  vith  the  intention 
of  there  attacking  us,  should  we  attempt  a  night  pursuit ;  but  as 
we  did  not,  they  left  about  midnight. 

The  next  morning — the  memorable  31st  of  July — we  wereupO£ 
their  trail  by  sunrise,  with  every  expectation  of  overtaking  then 
soon.  The  march  or  pursuit  was  consequently  rapid.  On  the 
bank  of  the  Third  Lake,  near  where  the  Lake  House  in  Madisoa 
now  stands,  our  advance  guard  killed  an  Indian,  who,  the  Win- 
nebago Indian  before  alluded  to,  informed  us,  was  sitting  upoa 
the  grave  of  his  wife,  who  had  perhaps  died  of  fatigue,  hunger^ 
and  exhaustion,  and  her  disconsolate  companion  had  resolved  to 
await  the  advancing  foe,  and  die  there  also ;  and  he  boldly  bared 
his  naked  breast,  and  presented  a  full  front,  as  a  willing  target  for 
^he  balls  of  the  scouts.  He  but  too  soon  met  the  death  he  cov- 
eted. This  may  be  thought  to  have  been  cruel  on  the  part  of  the 
scouts;  but  it  will  be  recollected,  that  our  luotto  was,  ^^  no  fuar,- 
tcrs  /"  and  besides,  in  such  an  exciting  pursuit,  there  was  little 
time  to  deliberate  as  to  their  course  of  action  in  such  a  case,  even 
had  they  then  boon  aware  of  the  attending  circumstances. 
'  In  our  pursuit,  we  passed  an  encampment  on  what  is  nov 
called  Pheasant  Branch,  at  the  head  of  Fourtii  Lake,  where  was 


■  *  Br.ACR  IIaitk,  is  Us  I'-.to-l-iogrApoT'i  mt-utlons,  tlut  iu  th*  rcgiun  nf  tlio  Tour  Ijkkesy  he  oifri 
kU  jaoplc  "  werv  Lar'l  jiut  t«,  to  nht.-un  ecuu.'b  to  eat  to  Mii.port  suture  ;*'  tliAt  thtj  wera  forcfsl  t» 
■nbdUt  riB  root  a  and  b»rk  nf  treoi — licnco  tbc  name  <t  6arh  Hirer,  above  Erteh-ko-noinf :  aqd  that  Itvt- 
mX  of  Ibilr  <•  bid  |iM>pI''  btaoRiie  no  Bm<Ji  raducod, m  ActunI^  to  dia  with  hugcr.^  Ha  Adda^  tb^llfUt 
c^i^Dg  tUa '^'!jcnn>Iii|  bU  People  were  in  a  Je^i)enitc  con(lItlon,staiTliiS  frujfi  buuger,  and  that  oa 
the  ronte  to  tiie'Dad  As,  seTanil  oU  ine&  tiid  ebUdrefi  perfchtd  from  tfatf  cav^*,  <  .  &.'C.'  P. ' 


■ 

^hfieteshlft  mad^'  Ii^diiinr  gni,v%  wlji^^i^  »  Bqutw  wbb,  )>im%4,.mB- 
Soaed  to  have  died' the^night  bofose,  .About  &v^.  milea  f^iom  tl^p 
plaeai  our  soontB  killed  an  Indiim,  who  said  lie  iragi  a  Wi];ui/^bj|- 
gp ;  and  when  in  the  actof  fallingi  he  fired  hi^grifl^^  ^raa^dnig  pga 
,<if  the  Tolnnteera  of  ,€lapt  OLJkw^B  oompanj.  From  this  :pjO^^ 
onr  BcpntB  were  continually  chaeibg  the  Jndjianfiyiand.  beipgiyi 
.tarn  chased  by  thera.  Oonaeqnently  the  march 'bfKWxie  almqet^ 
flight  in  pnnoitof  the  enemy.  Upon  one  ocoaaion,  we  (MireRD 
.thrown  into  order  of  battle,  but  the/ enemy  immediately  reoed^ 
andamnnuBg  fire  wa$  theix  kept  np  almost. coiQBtaAtly  by ow 
^oonta  and  thid^  rear  guard  of  the  Indians^,  nQtil  the  main  bfttijl^ 
"was  fought.  It  was  brought;  about  by> the  cfaafiing.of  our  SQ04te» 
who  were  commanded  by  Obpt  .Jfmvet\  DicBboHi  qow  o£  Qtjsv^t 
county,  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  whe  had- been  ^ocretoil  ip- 
ihe  low  bdttom  of  the  Wisconsin  Ji\w&,  While  'they  were  pur- 
aniag  die  scouts  up  a  JongjAopei  the  advabee  )>0)rtioii  0/  ourmipi 
were  rapidly  ascending  from  th^  opposite  sM^  and,  «t:A)CQns^ 
^uence,  wernet  nearihetop^  ..  '     ^  i     > -^    .;       [A 

.  Here  we  had  barely  tiine  to  fona  ouk^ve^  m  baMle  lerdor- 
Ckfl,  Dodob's  commaod,  cf  irhichmy  bompaB{^filrmed<a{pfDrt;«fai(^ 
CoL  WdoLL.  D.  EwiTO'sdbrmed  ;t^e  fik>nli,  ahd :#erb  tanr^iocBa 
about^  whehtbeeaeinyicbflfltetBMd^riiigiqMlnidSkv  'Wooretumed 
ihe  fire  with  greatnptdife^^  jmd.>wit^'deadbp^^nl^icf  dtlwaaasoeE^ 
^ained^diBtier^teSghtxif  thei.enediyrwa^d  Mllfidi^oT.tiiisiohiLrgA 
My  oEderl^  sargeaialy^  Jote  HcNiib,  w^wdtiided  in^tfaiaMiiicii^ 
liy  m  shot  in  thoithigh^  but  Iwas  not  ^odnBd^ualof  itniitil'tbe  fiiia|; 
oeased^'and  the  enemy  had  fled.  By  thiaitime^tha  remaiiiflekxJf 
€ton.  Sjokn^M  ocmaqnaad^  esiciBpt  th^icdimnandof  tGeLSiar^^liait 
of  whom  Were  'dragoon%  wasl  brought  >dnto  line/of  batUe,  and 
which  wai-. within  ten  minutes  after  theifinng^icismmaoced.  >.  .}^'-is 
fj  As  an  aitt  of  justioe  to.QeDi.  Hxnbt  aod-hia  cenimand^-I  WoxM. 


Ml ;  tmi  no  nlUuiee  mh  b«  plaotd  fa  Ma  ■Uttihint  of  Ua  owa  nnmben^fDr  bt  laji  u  "fakfl  OBlj'fUlj 
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U^  a^Aer&in  uir^tAj  ojoughs  iip-»  tie  Sc£k«f  ab&a  bj  uie  4ifiiit 
cf  3Ly.  EnujCAJi,  and  oUker  uniilAr  disaften,  ApfealiAg  u>  tkm 
•&  l^  juzad  of  :Leir  Sucktr  mouieri,  u>  TuiiieA;:^  lae  t&Iv  of  iht 
Sacken  and  iLe  Sscker  S:a:«.  In  rac^  i;  vab  ofkea  ramArked  af 
t^rarar  jS,  tlat  L^  n&^ie  a  «Tea:  5::cker  5reech.  ^nder  the  iiapalia 
&f  vLlcL.  Lla  zskj^z..  zko  do&b:,  voiAid  haTe  well  -riiiiieate«i«  aatkej 
had  :Lb  precediLg  daj,  ihe  Talor  of  the  Sacker  ami^ 

I;  was  af;«rward3  asccitaiiicd.  Lowever,  ih^i  ihe  Izsdian  Quif 
7ai  shaking  prop-'^ltioiifi  of  peace,  iCiAiead  of  urging  or  di^mag 
<jU  Lis  vairiora  ;o  Latde,  wLich  lo  ioiib:  woold  bare  been  aecep^ 
ed,  hsA  tLe  WinneLagoea  been  in  camp.  The  pr:'poe&is  weie 
said  v^  liave  been,  liiat  the  Shzks  and  Foxee  would  aamader 
tbexzifielTes  all  up,  at  discretion,  and  onlj  aaked  prc>t6ction  £>i  tfaft 
Uvea  of  their  women  a&d  cbiluren.  Bat  hearing  no  reaponae,  aad 
dUppOoIng  the  Winnebagoes  were  wiih  jxSj  thev  conclnded  cbal 
their  proposals  were  not  acceptable,  and  no  mercj  would  be  ihovii 
theto }  and  conieqaently  every  effort  was  then  made  to  remote  aa 
taat  as  possible  oat  of  the  c^/ontry. 

The  next  day  we  unried  oar  slain  companion,  Sbort,  and  made 
litters. for  the  conveyance  of  the  wounded.  Expreaees  were  aesi 
to  Gen.  Atkixbos,  and  to  Prairie  dn  Chien,  atler  having  marched 
in  the  xnomlng  to  the  Wisconsin,  apd  ascertained  that  the  Indiali 
during  the  night  had  all  effected  a  croaaing.  The  following  monr 
ing^  the  whole  oommand  marched  for  the  Bine  Moonda,  wliei% 
we  arrived  at  night,  after  one  of  the  most  fatiguing  daya  thai  wm 
experienced  daring  the  war.  The  difficulty  of  conveying  ew 
wounded  men  on  litters  for  thirty  milea^  oygi  almoat  impaaaaU* 
^reeka,  through  swampa,  over  lullai  and  through  thick  wooda^  by. 
a  winding  path,  was  attended  widi  fatigue  and  difficulty  of  whiek 
BO  one  can  well  conceive. 

Here  I  moat  relate  an  amuaing,  and  withal,  at  the  timai  W^ 
alarming  incident  of  the  day — one  which  I  can  never  forget  ^ 
ijl^iigh  John  HcNajb's  wound  was  a  fleah  one,  yet  it  waa  90  aa(f 
cinaciaftiBgly  painful,  that  it  waa  only  with  the  greateal  diffledlf 
Ke.coiild  be  conveyed  in  any  way.    Being  my  Orderly  Pnrgflpjfc 


Ml 


Hand  mnoh.attoclied  to  me,  he  particalarly  requested  me  to  stay 
jritb  JbiiOy  aajing  the  boy*  would  kill  him  almost,  if  I  were  not 
jdU>iig.  Desirous  to  gratify  himi,  I  placed  my  company  under 
.command  of  my  lieutenant,  Matthew  Q.  Fxich,  and  remained 
t^^stantly  with  him.  After  haying  carried  him  in  my  arme 
through  several  creeks,  we  at  length  arrived  on  the  top  of  the 
EssWBlue  Mound,  which  is  almost  a  mountain.  The  litter,  by  this 
^ime,  had  become  so  bft^oken,  by  the  horses,  between  two  of  which 
:it  was  swung,  having  to  wind  and  twist  along  the  narrow  and 
devious  path  by  which  we  ascended  the  Mound,  that  it  would  no 
^g€if  answer  to  carry  him.  Here  was  a  dilemma ;  the  Utter  was 
^roken  up,,  it  was  dark,  and  MoNAia  declaring  that  he  could  not 
yide  on  horseback ;  and  the  company  was  far  in  advance,  with  all 
lbs*  provisions  and  necessary  materials  for.  camping.  How  we 
govld  best  extricate  ourselves  from  the  difficulties  besetting  our 
situation,  was  a  question  of  no  easy  solution,  and  yet  it  must  be 
done.  I  at  length  said,  "  Boys,  bring  the  horses  and  fragments  o£ 
Ihe  litter  to  the  foot  of  the  Mound,  and  I  will  carry  Maox  down, 
fiid  Ibcb  we  will  mend  up  the  litter  so  that  it  will  carry  him  on 
1»  the  encampment" 

'^  Liook  him  up  in  my  arms,  althouj^  he  weighed  about,  olie 
hundred  pounds,  and  after  going  down,  the  Mound,  Which  wafc 
qajte'tteep,  I  was  tempeUed  to  lay  him  down.  It  seems  that  I 
bathes  laid  hirii  en^  Or  so  near,  a  large  yeUow  rattle^iake,  as  very 
jftosli  to  diatnrb  hia  snakeahip'B  equilibrium,  and  he  set  up  su6h 
a  terrible  rattling  or  whizzing  as  to  frighten  me  much — the  boys 
allvfled.  precipitately,  aud  I  jumped  back  several  paces.  The  poor 
ftltow  cried  out  fai  Ac  most  supplicating  manner,  ^  Q,  Oaptsdn^  for 
fifodliaake,  doa't  leave  me  here  to  be  devoured  by  these  dr^-^ 
wakes  f*^----ferj  by  this  time,  there  were  evidently  two  of  tiiem ; 
jptd&pB^  the  noise,  in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  and  in  the  midst 
ml  m  dense  fbres^  there  eeemed  to  be  legions  of  them  giving  tbefir 
SmvIoI  aates  of  warning.  .BecoTcring  from  my  momentaiy  tigkir 
aadlMiegtbeneeessi^of  instant  action,  I  *<pitdiedin,^a8pcn- 
tifilital  say,  caught  the  poor  feUow  by  the  heels,  and  dragged  him 
46 
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iiiieeremonioa§] J  ont  of  so  dangerons  a  proxiniitT  to  a  ten  tiuMi 
more  Irightfnl  enemj  than  Black  Hawk  »nd  all  his  warrioiv^ 
and,  remarkable  to  relate,  the  poor  fellow  never  nttered  a  groaa. 
Af^er  the  panic  was  a  little  ower^  I  broke  the  silence-hj  aaking— 
••  Mack«  don't  yon  think  yon  can  ride  on  horseback  na%0  f*  To 
which  he  instantly  replied:  "O,  God  !  yee — ride,  or  any  thing.' 
And  thng,  in  dae  time,  we  reached  the  camp  of  onr  company. 

Having  partaken  of  eome  refreshments,  I  was  relating  McNuaV 
conduct  on  the  field  of  battle — how,  when  1  directed  him,  afterit 
was  discovered  that  he  was  wonnded,  to  fall  into  the  rear,  he  r^ 
plied,  '^  O,  Ood  !  Captain,  I  mast  have  another  shot ;"  and  con- 
trasted this  with  his  adventare  with  the  rattle-snakes.  Ha  very 
meekly  replied,  "Well,  Captain,  I  always  was  d — d  afraid  ot 
snakes."  Poor  Mack,  he  never  fully  recovered  from  the  effeda 
of  his  wound ;  as  slight  as  it  seemed  to  be,  he  was  lame  for  life. 
He  was  an  honest  and  worthy  man,  and  was  at  the  time  of  hia 
death,  which  was  nearly  four  years  since*  and  had  been  for  many 
years,  the  Treasurer  of  Iowa  county.  The  adventure  with  the 
rattlesnakes  was  always  considered  a  standing  joke  sufficiently 
good,  to  call  out  a  treat  from  Mack  at  any  time  when  related. 
This  incident  took  place  on  the  28d  day  of  July,  the  battle  having 
been  fought  on  the  Slat.* 

The  next  morning  after  arriving  at  the  Mounds,  OoL  Donei^ 
command  were  dismissed  to  their  respective  forts  for  a  new  au^ 
ply  of  provisions,  and  Gen.  Hcvbt's  troops  also  obtained  a  supply. 


•  W«  And  In  the  Uintni  Fotmi  Trikmit  of  Oetobar  «■«»  16ft,  fb«  folbwlsf  BoliM  off  0»L  IMIaBI 
'■Died  in  thli  tUIh*  •■  Thondaj  moralm^  tbm  Uth  iaai,  9t  apoplt^,  CoL  Joas  IIO\ai%  la  tti 
lfty-«lghUi  J  ear  cf  hia  age.  He  wm  a  natire  of  Fkjetto  eeoatj,  Keatackj,  aad  migrated  to  tke  LmI 
MlBet  In  1827,  aad  hm  Wea  for  upwards  af  tweaty-foar  yean,  a  eitlwB  of  Mlaaral  PMnt  and  Ik  vl^ 
ity.  HaaerredaeaBofloerof  thanthteffUMntef  U.8.lBaati7,lBtha«arof  ltU.ala»Maffal«r 
leer  under  Gen.  Haaar  Dodob  ia  the  Blaek  Hawk  war  In  1I3S,  and  waa  eevaralj  woandad  at  tha  baMto 
cf  the  Wieeraeia,  for  whfob  he  draw  a  panaloa  horn  the  Goreraaient.    At  the  Haaof  hiadni^feavtf 

n«mierorthlaeaaalif,aadwaaBOBtBated,tatafowd^jabaforeUadHtti,for  fv-alMttn.  ■§«« 
a  aaa  of  kind  and  hamaae  feellnga,  e?ar  readj  to  eeareh  ont^and  eontrlbate  to  tba  wanto  ef  tt«  yaaft 
Alwaja  aithlbl  ia  tba  dfobharga  of  every  dn^,  bath  pahlte  aad  pri««to,  ha  kad 

lAa  kaaw  Uh.  a^  kla  Um  «IU  lamm  te  a^kmmA ■  hm  m.  I*.im "—  m9  . 


Idi^  aad  Ma  !•«  vlU  lo^  bt  ail  aiad  BMafBad  ly  a  ka|t  fOffttHi  ar  Mr  < 


Oen.  ATKDnKnr,t  whof  had  broken  np  his  eneftmpinent  on  Birk 
Sirer,  toon  arriTod  with  his  troops,  so  that  on  the  S8th  of  the 
month  the  entire  army  rendezvoused  at  Helena,  on  the  Wisconsin, 
and  soon  crossed  the  river,  and  took  the  Indian  trail,  "which  was 
down  the  yalley,  and  was  rendered  quite  offensive  by  the  stench 
of  nnmerons  dead  bodies  of  the  enemj,  who  had  no  donbt  died 
in  consequence  of  their  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Wiscon- 
sin. On  the  2nd  of  August,  the  Indians  were  overtaken,  and  most 
disastrously  beaten.  Here,  as  at  the  battle  of  Wisconsin,  CoL 
Dodge's  command  occupied  the  front  rank,  the  engagement  hav- 
ing been  brought  on  by  Capt  Dickson,  who  still  commanded  the 
spies,  and  who  was  wounded  in  the  conflict.  It  was  more  a  mas- 
sacre than  a  battle,  as  the  Indians  only  fought  as  they  were  com- 
pelled to ;  many  of  them  were  killed  as  they  were  crossing  the 
river,  women  and  children  as  well  as  men.  This  was  the  closing 
conflict  of  the  war.  Black  Hawk  was  soon  after  taken  prisoner, 
and  conducted  through  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union.  I  may 
add,  in  this  connection,  that  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  my 
wife,  I  changed  commands  with  Capt.  Hoabd  ;  and  what  I  relate 
of  the  movements  of  the  army  after  its  departure  from  Helena,  I 
have  derived  from  Capt  Hoabd,  and  one  of  my  sons,  who  also 
served  on  the  expedition. 

Thus  ended  all  our  Indian  difficulties,  and  trom  that  period  the 
progress  of  Wisconsin  has  been  rapid,  unexampled  and  as- 
tonishing ;  and  if  in  future  her  laws  shall  be  made  and  executed 
by  wise,  honest  and  discreet  men,  she  must  soon  attain  an  emi- 
nence of  great  distinction.  Having  migrated  here  at  an  early 
period,  and  having  been  actively  engaged  in  sanguinary  conflicts, 
and  in  repelling  savage  invasions,  for  the  safety  and  preserva- 
tion of  our  infant  settlements ;  and  having  moreover,  taken  some 
hnmble  part  in  the  early  councils  of  Wisconsin,  I  cannot  but  feel 


fata.  Avumoar  vm  a  natlf*  of  Vorth  Owolitt ;  h%  •ntond  the  mrmj  In  ISOt,  «&d  Mrvtd  wltk 
•till faring  tb«  w«r  of  lt\%  «i4  dartng  th*  ladtoa  tronUe*  la  WiaeoMiB,M  we  have  eeea la IttT aai 
SSm  Be  wae  elitloBe4  loag  aa  the  weetani  (Voatier,  aad  tho  ladlana  ealled  him  the  Wun  BaATV. 
■•iladatJeamoaBamikibaearSI.Loala,JaaelMh,lM9^efedaboat60  7eMi.  L.  a  D 


ik  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  welfare  nd  l^peep^nif.ojSt^ 
State  of  my  adoption.  And  if  the  brief  and  imperfect  aketphflf 
mj  pioneer  life,  together  with  my  reeollectionB  of  the  Wian^ 
bago  and  Black  Hawk  Indian  wars,  shall  enable  the  fotara  ^ 
torian  to  glean  any  thing  worthy  of  being  perpetuated,  loj  tv^r 
lest  desire  will  have  been  accompliBhed. 
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PEKATONIOA  BATTLE  CONTROVERSY.* 

*■      BT  QXS.  UHABLHS  BBAOKEN  AND  MA  J.  PETEB  FABKAOK,  JB. 

■  I 

f  ■ 

,.,   .  Walnut  GfiOYE,  Oct  3, 1852. 

>TQen.  Wn.  £.  Sioth,  Btate  Historian : 

'Dbab  Sir — ^In  accordance  with  my  promise,  I  herewith  trans- 
ft'  to  you  an  account  of  the  murder  of  Spaffokd  and  others, 
iWng  the  Bladk  'Hawk  war^  together  with  the  details  of  the 
Battle  of  the  Pekatonica,"  fought  on  the  ICth  day  of  June,  1882, 
f  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  on  that  stream,  and  on  Section  Elereii, 
5wn  Two,  Range  Fire  East,  in  this  County. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

CHARLES  BRACKEN. 


\. 


^  BATTLE  OP  THE  PEKATONIOA. 

About  sundown,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1882,  a  horseman  with- 
St  a  hat,  "  bloody  with  spurring,"  was  seen  approaching  Port 
^ance,  a  stockade  post  situated  on  section  twenty,  in  Town 
fer  North,  Racge  three  East,  commanded  by  Capt.  Robebt  C, 

^ABD.    The  rider  was  David  Gilbebt.    He  communicated  the 


if. 


»7«liteBtri*t  of  TftloAbto  pap«M  mppMrtd  orlglMlly  in  tL*  Mimral  Hftnt  Tribwu^  U  tlM  Utter  pnfe 
J4||2t  UkAmxly  part  ot  1S53,  aad.iraU  d^ttrre  a  mpxe  p^^puneat  npotitoij.  The  diAerepaneiee  9i^ 
tmoTi  between  the  writen  are  not,  after  all,  very  numerbnii  or  of  maeh  Ifflporlanee ;  while  fMbf 
mil  niniirtiie  win  p f  imfhj  Irtftwiftn  VitfeoMi  fclAKy.  h.tliJ^  S 


melancholv  information  that,  on  that  dsj,  SFJLMWomiy,  Smoa, 
Bkvsrt  Million,  McIlwaixi  arid  an  Englishoiaa  emlledJoav 
Bczx,  had  been  surprised  by  the  Indians  while  at  work  in  a  eon 
field  on  a  farm  ovrced  bv  SpirroaD  and  Spenckb.  sitnatad  on  the 
main  Pekatnica,  aboat  eix  miles  aonthea^t  of  Fort  Hamiltoa 
(now  Wi'i'i ;  and  that  all  the  party  Lad  been  mordered,  exo^ 
HiLUOX,  who  bad  bj  his  fieetness  on  foot  made  his  escape. 

Captain  Hoard  at  once  dispatched  an  express,  commonicatiiig 
the  information  to  Gen.  Doi>3B,  at  Do  'genlle,  and  I,  being  aeC' 
ond  in  conr.nian'i,  was  ordern:d  to  repair  to  the  scene  ot  the  mof 
der,  with  eleven  men.  ail  that  con-d  be  moanted  en  horsebecL 
Arriving  at  F'Tt  IlaTiilton  late  at  night,  we  halted  at  that  pQi 
until  rcomirg,  wLen  accompanied  bv  Miluox  and  some  othrt 
from  tliat  place,  making  a  party  of  about  twenty  men,  we  pit* 
ceeded  to  Spajtobd's  field.  On  onr  arrival  there,  the  fiiet  object 
that  presented  it&elf  was  the  headless  body  of  Spaftobxi,  who  hal 
died  facing  Lis  foes !  Cx)l  as  he  was  brave,  he  at  once  saw  froi 
the  number  and  position  of  the  Indians,  that  flight  waa\ite\ett|  ] 
Seizing  his  rifle,  he  calmly  awaited  their  approach,  and  his  uiMf 
ring  aim  sent  one  of  his  foes  to  eternity  before  hinot ;  then,  lib 
the  Hon  at  bav.  he  died  covered  with  an  hundred  wounds. 

While  the  ludians  were  tlms  partially  checked  by  Spaffo^ 
the  others  fled  nnder  cover  of  a  ravine,  which  appears  to  ha^ 
been  an-ancient  bed  of  the  Pekatonica,  to  the  river.    On  reack 
iog  the  ehore,  McIlwatne  and  Jobn  Bl-ll  attempted  to  escft 
across  it,  and  wc-e  shot  in  the  water;  their  bodies  were  takenrf 
of  the  river  by  us;  they  had  been  scalped  and  m>st  horribly  oa>^ 
tilated.    Milliox  stated  that  on  reaching  the  shore,  he  and  Sni' 
OEB  turned  down  the  river,  keeping  under  its  bank ;  that  they  W 
got  some  three  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived  by  tbel* 
dians,  who  were  for  an  instant  engaged  in  despatching  MclLWifli 
and  John  Bcll.    On  seeing  them,  the  lodians  raised  the  wl^ 
whoop,  and  commenced  the  pursuit ;  Spkhobb  continued  on  dov* 
the  river  bank,  and  I^illiok  plunged  into  the  stream,  which  wil 
about  fifty  yards  wide  at  that  point,  and  neTer  raised  hia  hiii 
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above  water  until  he  struck  the  opposite  shore.  Yonng,  brave, 
eool  and  active,  and  flying  for  life,  it  would  appear  almost  incred- 
ible  that,  wirh  his  breath  exhausted  by  diving  across  the  river, 
his  clothes  saturated  with  water,  that,  at  one  bound  he  should 
apring  from  the  blippery  shore  to  the  top  of  a  perpendicular  bank 
fully  twelve  feet  high  ;  yet  from  his  foot  prints,  it  was  evident 
that  he  did  so.  Gaining  the  bank,  nnharined  amidst  a  shower  of 
balls,  be  continued  his  flight,  pursued  by  the  Indians,  who,  after 
A  hot  chase  of  about  five  miles,  gave  up  tbe  pursuit. 

It  appeared  that  Spksokb  was  pursued  by  two  Indians,  one  of 
whom  was  monuted  on  the  horse  with  which  Spapfobd's  party 
had  been  ploughing  their  corn,  and  was  far  in  advance  of  the 
other ;  and  he  having  bis  gun  which  he  had  snatched  up  in  the 
flight,  SpuNOKB  tnrned  and  shot  the  mounted  Indiau,  which  ena- 
Iftled  him  to  escape  by  secreting  him»ielt*  in  a  thicket 

On  the  day  of  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  Spknoeb  ventured 
to  approach  the  fort,  and  saw  from  a  distance  that  it  was  sur- 
rounded by  Indans.  They  were  friendly  Sioux  and  Menomo- 
nees,  who  hud  joined  us  that  day  after  the  battle,  and  who  were 
yelling  and  pow-wowing  over  the  scalps  which  we  had  taken, 
fiupposiiig  these  Indians  to  be  foes  who  had  captured  the  fort,  and 
murdered  all  within  ir,  he  was  horror  struck,  and  fled  some  six  or 
Mven  miles  to  a  house  where  he  found  some  provisions,  and  se- 
creted himself  undi-r  a  hogpen,  where  he  was  found  sjme  ten 
days  afterwards.  Within  a  }ear  he  became  deranged,  and  wan- 
dered ofl*,  none  knew  whither. 

Having  pi-rformed  the  melancholy  duty  of  burying  the  dead, 
we  returned  to  Fort  Ilamilron,  where  we  found  G'ptain  Gkntsy, 
ADd  Lit- urenants  Bkqukttk  and  Poutkr,  with  a  few  men.  At  a 
oouncil  held  that  evening,  it  was  agreed  that  if  Gen.  Dodgk  did 
Aut  airive  at  tliefort  by  e'ght  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  offi- 
eers  and  men  that  were  prest-nt  would  take  the  trail  and  pursue 
tlie  Indians* 

^  On  receiving  the  ezpresa  at  Dodgeville,  Oen.  Dodos  accom- 
pauied  by  Thomas  JkKxuia  and  Jubm  iijisauaiuiH,  Jr.,  started  for 
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Fort  Hamilton  by  the  way  of  the  Blae  Hounds^  where  a  cdcapaiijr* 
of  men  were  etati<medy  whose  horeeB  were  fiesh  and  fit  fot  senrice. 
Leaving  orders  for  them  to  follow,  he  eontiniied  on  his  route  br 
the  way  of  Fbetwell's  Diggings ;  baring  out -ridden  JrarKcrs  and 
MnsEBSiirro,  he  was  approaching  the  fort  alone  jast  after  Bnn-= 
rise.  On  arriying  at  Hamh^tok's  farm,  about  one  mile  from  the 
fort,  he  left  the  wagon  road  and  tnmed  into  a  pathway,  whieh- 
shortcned  the  distance.  On  regaining  the  road,  he  met  ArPLS, 
a  German,  who  proposed  to  accompany  ns  on  our  scout,  and  was 
going  to  his  cabin  near  by,  to  procure  a  blanket  for  the  expedi- 
tion ;  after  making  a  few  inquiries  of  him,  the  General  continued 
on  to  the  fort.  Apple  had  not  proceeded  more  than  one  hundred 
yards  from  where  he  met  Gron.  Donoi,  when  be  fell  into  an  am- 
buscade and  was  literally  shot  to  pieces.  It  afterwards  appeared, 
that  the  Indians  had  first  ambushed  the  pathway,  but  eeeing  our 
men  on  the  ])rairie,  south  of  the  road,  looking  for  their  horses, 
and  that  the  travelling  was  on  the  wagon  road,  they  removed  to 
it.  Had  the  General  arrived  half  an  hour  earlier  by  the  path- 
way, or  kept  round  by  the  wagon  road,  he  must  have  been  the 
victim  of  the  ambuscade  instead  of  Apple. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  Gheneral,  the  horse  of  Appli 
reached  the  Fort  with  the  saddle  bloody,  and  a  bullet  hole  through 
his  ear.  All  were  ready !  the  order  was  given  to  mount,  and  iv' 
less  than  ten  minutes  wo  were  formed  in  a  Hue  near  the  dead  bodv 
of  the  murdered  man. 

The  Indians,  in  their  retreat,  appeared  to  disperse  in  every  direc- 
tion through  a  thicket  which. lay  north  of  the  road,  and  whiel 
was  composed  of  a  thick  growth  of  vines  and  bushes,  principalh' 
prickly  ash.  Through  this  we  advanced  in  line,  imtil  a  very  in- 
telligent dog,  owned  by  R.  H.  Kirkpatbick,  struck  the  trail  oa 
the  extreme  left.  We  then  advanced  in  single  file,  following  the* 
trail,  the  left  in  front,  until  wo  reached  the  open  timbet.  Here' 
the  trail  was  well  defined,  and  the  pursuit  was  then  pell-mell,  the' 
General  taking  the  lead.  The  trail  struck  the  prairie  on  abnrikch 
running  east  from  Williak  BuRarrr's,  and  eontinned  down  i^- 
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eroflsitig  and  re-croesing  it  two  t)r  three  tiiceB.'  On  oar  adTancing 
into  the  thicket^  I  was  the  extreme  right  hand  man  of  the  party. 
Aft  the  left  discoTered  the  trail  and  adranced  along  it,  I  wai 
flierebj  thrown  in  the. rear.  On  emerging  from  the  thicket  into 
the  open  woods,  being  well  mounted  on  a  fleet  and  sure-footed 
horse,  I  garc  him  the  spur  freelj  until  I  came  in  sight  of  the  In- 
dians with  the  General  close  in  their  rear,  and  not  more  than  five 
men  with  him.  At  the  same  time  I  overtook  a  youth  aged  about 
eighteen,  named  Samuel  Blaok,  who  lived  in  mj  family.  He  said 
that  his  mare,  a  fine  active  animal  had  fallen  with  him  on  the 
smooth  prairie,  and  that  it  was  a  sign  he  would  be  killed  in  the 
coming  battle.  I  snggosted  as  the  cause  that  she  had  stepped  in* 
to  a  badger  hole.  He  said  she  had  not,  for  he  had  examined  the 
ground.  I  then  advised  him  to  go  back,  as  there  were  enough  of 
us  to  whip  the  Indians  without  him ;  he  said,  "I  will  die  first  P' 
The  omen  proved  too  true.  He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at  the 
first  fire  wo  received  on  entering  the  thicket.  I  make  this  digres- 
sion, that  you  may  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  bravest  youths  that  ever  fell  in  battle. 

The  Indians  re-crossed  the  branch  at  a  point  where  it  turned 
abruptly  to  the  north,  and  ascended  the  hill.  The  General  and 
those  with  him  crossed  after  them,  and  bore  to  the  right  towardi 
some  timber,  as  if  to  cut  them  off  fi*om  it  Seeing  this  movement 
I  halted,  and  was  at  the  same  time  joined  by  FrroH,  Higginboth- 
AK  and  Devbe;  I  said  to  them,  that  movement  of  the  General 
will  turn  the  Indians  to  the  left ;  if  you  will  follow  me,  we  will 
get  the  first  scalp.  They  agreed  to  do  so.  Turning  up  a  hollow 
to  the  left,  we  ascended  it  to  the  ridge  overlooking  the  east  Pek- 
atonica;  turning  then  to  the  right  and  looking  down  a  hollow  par- 
allel to  that  which  we  had  ascended,  my  surmise  proved  to  be 
correct.  They  were  moving  at  what  might  be  called  common 
time,  their  chief,  a  grey-headed  warrior,  was  walking  backward} 
and  appeared  to  be  earnestly  addressing  his  young  men.  After 
observing  them  for  a  few  moments,  we  fired^  but  I  think  without 
effect  My  comrades,  aft^r  discharging  their  guns,  retreated 
4T 
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down  the  hollow  we  had  ascended,  and  I  tamed  weatwarcUj  up 
flie  ridge  overlooking  the  east  PekatonicaikeepiDg  out  of  gunshot, 
but  watching  the  enemy  closelj.  Thej  descended  the  hill  to  tl:^^ 
creeky  turned  np  it  a  short  distance,  and  commenced  crosBix^ 
at  some  willowsy  a  short  distance  below  where  the  bridge  now 
stands. 

At  this  moment  I  advanced  within  gunshot  With  the  report 
of  mj  gun,  I  sent  forth  a  shout  that  told  the  General,  an«l  my  coax- 
rades  yet  in  the  rear,  that  I  had  secured  the  first  scalp ;  at  the 
same  time  I  received  the  fire  of  the  ladians  without  injury. 

The  General  and  the  principal  part  of  our  men  having  come  up 
by  the  time  the  Indians  had  fairly  crossed  tlie  creek,  a  running 
fight  took  place;  tbe  enemy  being  on  one  &ide  of  the  crock,  and 
we  on  the  other,  until  they  reached  the  thicket  in  the  bend  of  the 
creek.  Having  efiected  a  crossing  at  the  Old  Indian  Ford,  vrhich 
is  near  Williams'  Mill,  and  marching  thence  up  the  stream,,  we 
formed  on  the  open  ground  to  the  north-east  of  the  thicket,  so  aa 
to  hem  the  enemy  in  the  bend  of  the  creek.  Parties  were  then, 
by  order  of  the  General,  thrown  out  on  the  hilld  to  give  the  alarm, 
if  the  Indians  should  attempt  to  escape  from  the  thicket,  when 
we  entered  it.  The  men  were  then  told  eff  in  sections  of  seven, 
number /oi/r  remaining  on  horse  back  and  holding  the  horses  of 
the  rest  of  the  section,  whose  bridles  were  linked  together.  When 
dismounted  and  formed  in  front  of  the  horees,  our  numbers  wer^ 
twenty-one  men,  including  the  General.  They  were  Gen.  Henbt 
Dodge,  commanding;  Lieutenants  Crables  Bbaoken,  PAScniLL 
Bequextx  and  —  Pobtib  ;  Surgeon  Allen  Hill  ;  Privates,  Feteb 
Pas^isok,  Domukick  McGnAw,  Samujsx  Black,  Thomas  II.  FaicSt 
LiviN  LxAcn,  E.  n.  KiRKPATRicK,  Asa  Dukcin,  WiixiAai  Cae^s, 
Join  Hood,  Thomas  Jenkins,  John  Messersmith,  Jr.,  Sahubl 
Patrick,  Morris,  Wells,  Rankin  and  Van  Waggoneb, 

We  were  then  ordered  to  renew  our  ilinta,  reprime  our  guns, 
nnbutton  our  shirt  collars,  and  tighten  our  belts.  All  being  ready) 
the  General  then  addressed  us :  He  said,  ^'  Within  thsLt  thicket 
«re,  the  fcx^,  whose  hands  are  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  oftf 
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ii0itrdemd>l!rtotid  t  •^ISJiliit'^iU  Mf  MtcbtiM  M^iirtbt>1t:$  M'tfSIng^ 

NEr^tttiy  ftkred  to  f6l!^JMhi^'<h«'^iulte^  IMtti  fo ' ftll  baiek  theff^. 
^IMid  fliM  irhen  thcf]/  eneimbteifed  I9^1tfdldi8."'  Tbe^cM  wte^Ml 
gi¥W  t»  adYSDce;  fl^d*  itf  fbait  lifttb  band,  non^'w^eFe  fbnh^  irlR>- 
'did  xkiAtear  dhhxm^t-  ibfovg  tbin'dM«li !   None  fftlMlred  or  %aT«y* 
ttid/BB  leith  a  coodiiestf  MMsoniiog  reterans  tbey  fbllbwed  the  iboi' 
tMpA  of  tbeir  gaHant  iMder,  i^lred  iritli  him' to'  conquer  % 
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After  advancing  sotne  dbtaneie  into  tbe  thicket  the  trail  of  ihH^ 

r 

tmemj  was  fonhd,  'Here  the  deUcfament  was  joined  bj  DahisL 
M.  Parsiboh,  who  lira^  oh  horseback.  The  centre  was  ordered  f6 
keep  on  tbe  trail.  We  then  c6tftlnned  onr  adrance  tldwlybnt 
Jinnty  towards  otir  hidden  fde*.  The  Indians  had  selected  a  most 
adv^Btsgeons  position  fi>r  dtfence,  had  we  fought  them  at  long 
ihot.  It  was  the  bank  of  a  pond, .  once  the  bed  of  the  creek. — 
On  the  edge  of  tbe  bank  was  a  natural  breast  work  nearly  thre6 
feet  high,  formed  by  one  of  those  tumnii  so  nnmerons  on  onr 
phnairies;  ander  this  they  a^vl^ted  onr  iapproach. 

When  they  fired  on  a8,-otir  position  irepresented  two  sides  of'k 
triangle,  they  forminfg'tk^btiM  and  tre  the  hypothenuse ;  althonglk 
we  were  close  upon'  them;  so  dense  wM  the  tliicket  that  we  could 
not  eee  the  smole  of  their  gnns.-  ^The  €^erti,  who  was  on  th4 
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right  of  the  centre,  and  in'fi^nt  of  the  line,  exclaimed,  "  Whenfc 
are  the  Indians!"  He  was  answered  from  the  loft,  "This  wayP 
The  ord^r' was  givfen,  ^^CharffS^em^  ley 8^  d—n  theniy  charge 
^imP^  ^y  positibii  wiad'<^ti  the  extreme  right;  in  the  charge  w« 
'obliqued  considerably  tathe  left ;  when  I  got  to  the  pond,  I  fonn9 
no  en(pmy  before  me,  arid  at  the  sam€J  moment  I  heard  the  Gene- 
ral, who  was  a  little  to  tfly  left,  say,  "  There's  an  Bidlan,  kill 
him  I"  I  turned  toWardblid)' and  heard  'a  ishot;  as  I  came  np^ 
tie  said,  "There,  by  O-^  t  IVe  killed  hi&  myself P  "This  tra» 
tito  Indian  commander.     '  '  '     ' 


PasaiBg  oi»  jko  the  left,.!  momited  thf  natural  embmikment,  tod 
ibimd  mjaelf  iathe.piidst  of  fte  Indian! ;  after  diaohargiog  my 
gan^  I  turned  the  breeot^  ai^d. struck  M  a  waiurior  I  saw  lyiftg 
imder  the  bank  before  me ;  bnt  seeing  another  verj  industriously 
anapping  at  me,  I  fell  back  and  re-loaded.  Aa  soon  as  mj  gun 
was  charged,  I  advanced  i^itl^  the  brave  but  unfortunato  Wnia 
on  my  left,  and  W:y.  CABNS,..Qf  Dodgeville,  on  my  right  On 
coming  up,  hand-to«hand  with  the  Indians,  Weli^  fell,  mortally 
wounded.  Cakms  first  shot,  and  then  bayoneted  the  warrior  that 
gave  Wells  his  death  wound,  and  I  put  another  ift  a  condition  to 
lose  his  scalp.  At  the  same  time,  the  only  surviviug  Indian  at- 
tempted to  save  himself  by  flight  He  plnnged  into  the  pond, 
and  was  shot  as  he  got  out  of  the  water  on  the  opposite  side. 

Thus  ended  the  battle ;  the  enemy  were  completely  extermina- 
ted I  Not  one  was  left  to  tell  Blaok  Hawk  and  hia  warriors, 
how  ^'  Old  Hairy  Face^'^  (the  Indian  name  for  Gen.  Dodoe)  and 
his  warriors  fought.  Our  trophies  were  seventeen  scalps.  Oar 
loss  was  three  men, — ^Blaok,  Wells  and  Hobeis,  mortally,  and 
TsoMAs  Jenkins,  severely  wounded 

The  annals  of  border  warfare  furnish  no  parallel  to  this  battle. 
ITever  before  was  an  entire  war  party  ezterminated  with  so  small 
a  loss  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  when  the  numbers  engaged  were 
80  nearly  equal.  Although  on  our  advance  into  the  thicket,  we 
outnumbered  the  Indians  some  five  men,  yet,  the  advantage  oi 
their  position,  and  ours  having  to  receive  their  fire,  equalized  our 
■umbers. 

None  of  us,  from  the  General  down,  had  ever  heard  a  hostile 
gun,  or  burned  powder  at.a  foe.  The  men  had  been  promiscuously 
assembled,  and  were  untrained  soldiers.  They,  however,  proved 
by  their  gallant  conduct,  that  American  volunteers,  when  indi- 
▼idually  brave,  will  collectively  follow  to  their  death,  a  brave  and 
determined  leader,  in  whom  they  have  confidence. 

There  were  individoial  acts  of  devotion  and  desperate  bravery 
performed,  which  ought  to  have  immortalized  the  actors.    Oar 
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BurgMQ,  I>#ctor  Ajuaat  Hill,  fell  into  the  line,  and  did  dnty  as  i^ 
priyate  soldier.  When  the  BectioQftniMft  told  off,  hie  lot  fell 
number  ybur,  a  hor^e  holder.  ]!I^n^^r  fiye,  in  the  same  sectiont 
was  a  sicklj  looking  jonth  nameft.XowNBXKo,  about  seventeen 
years  of  age.  The  Doctor  exohang;e.d  placfe  with  him,  remarking 
that  he  thought  himse^lf  better,  able  tp  perform  a  soldifor's  dn^  in. 
the  coming  fight,  than  ke  was.       r,^ 

In  the  charge,  Lmvin  Leaoh  encountered  a  warrior  armed  witk 
a  spear ;  parrying  the  thrusts  of  the  Iipdian  with  his  bayonet,  h* 
dropped  his  gun,  sprang  upon  him^  wrf  ^ched  his  spear  from  him^ 
and  with  it,  ran  him  through  the  body^ 

The  death  of  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Wells,  would  hava- 
been  a  theme  for  the  song  of  the  minstrel,  had  it  occurred  in  the 
days  of  chivalry.  Like  hundreds  of  other  young  and  ardent 
spirits  in  that  day,  he  came  to  t}ie  Lead  Mines  in  pursuit  of  for« 
tmne.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he  was  among  the  first  to  take 
mp  arms,  and  fell,  as  I  have  stated,  bravely  advancing  on  the 
enemy.  While  lying  on  the  battle  ground,  with  his  head  on  the 
lap  of  a  comrade,  who  was  assuaging  the  burning  thirst  caused* 
by  his  wound,  the  surgeon  examined  it,  and  told  him  he  must 
d:c  I  On  hearijg  this,  he  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  OeneraL 
On  his  coming  to  him,  Wells  said,  ^^Genergl,  have  I  behaved 
like  a  soldier?''  The  reply  was,  "Yes,  Wells,  like  a  brave  oneP 
Looking  «p  to  his  commander,  he  said,  "Send  that  word  to  my 
old  father."  He  farther  told  that  comrade,  that  he  was  engaged 
to  be  married  to  a  young  lady  in  Pike  county,  Illinois.  He  gave 
her  name,  an(^  requested  that  she  might  be  informed  of  the  place 
and  manner  of  his  death,  and  that  he  died  with  his  last  thoughts 
upon  her. 


JTOTi^-lXtaratopMof  tV0BtjjMn,tti«irrlterof  thtiongoliic  auj  hAvt  fluii  Mim«  •non^  pw 
tfcnUrly  by  omittlnf  tht  nusM  of  thoM  who  wtrt  In  tbe  battlo,  and  inMriiag  tb«  namM  •(  ihoM  wk* 
ailtS  aa  hoiw  hoMori,  or  waildiad  tlM  tlitAet  irom  a  dlitaae*.  Ai  tha  Barratt^a  la  Intanded,  for  tki 
Stata  HiatoriaByand  will  vake  a  part  of  tho  aarlj  Hlttorj  of  WUconJiio,  he  nqaeata  any  of  hli  awf^ 
▼iof  aonraiii  who  wtra  ia  tha  action,  to  aoirtct  any  erron  he  maj  hare  made. 


n:.  ' Ibyetto,  Not.  tt^,  IMI. 

Sfl^M  OF  WwxmsBi  l>Hium ! 

liy  attention  having  lafeljf  been  called  to  an  account  of  i&e 
fiattle  of  the  Feletonica,  written  by  Cvarles  Bbaokxst,  and  pnb- 
Bihed  in  yotir  paper,  in  which  I  think  there  are  sonie  material 
ikiigtakes,  and  having  been  requested  bj  a  number  of  persons  to 
write  my  recollection  of  that  affair,  an^  point  out  wherein  I  think 
Mr.  Bkackkn's  recollection  does  not  serve  him  correctly  ;  I  have 
(bought  proper,  in  justice  t6  the  dead  as  well  as  the  living,  and 
also  in  justice  to  the  corre(^tnefes  of  history,  for  which  that  account 
was  intended,  to  comply  witii  the  request  which  has  been  made. 
In  doing  so,  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  in  the  slightest  degree  from 
(be  merit  of  any  one  who  acted  in  that  affair. 

I  was  quite  young  at  the  time,  and  it  being  the  first  engage- 
ment that  I  was  ever  in,  every  incident  was  almost  indelibly  5xed 
upon  my  mind.  Mr.  Bbackex's  relation  of  the  affair  at  Spaffobd's 
is  correct,  as  I  recollect  it,  until  he  says,  "  I  being  second  in  com- 
mand, was  ordered  to  the  scene  of  the  murder  with  eleven  men." 
Mr.  Bkackkx  might  have  been  ordered  to  the  scene  of  the  murder, 
but  he  certainly  did  not  go  in  command  of  the  detachment,  nor 
in  company  with  them,  until  within  about  four  miles  this  side  of 
Fort  Hamilton,  (now  Wiota)  where  he  and  Van  Waogoitbr*  were 
overtaken  by  the  detachment.  They  (Bs AOKnr  and  YaxWagcoxcr) 
having  left  Fort  Defiance  in  advance  of  the  detachment.  BaACKcr 
appearing  to  be  displeased  at  some  of  the  movements,  mounted 
his  horse  and  said,  "It  is  time  we  were  off;  all  that  are  going 
with  me,  come  on  *^  upon  which  Vait  Waggoner  joined  him  and 
they  started  off.  In  about  half  an  hour  the  detachment  were 
mounted  and  ready  to  march ;  upon  which  R.  H.  KnEEPATBioif 
was  chosen  the  commander  for  the  occasion.  The  detachment 
then  proceeded  to  Fort  Hamilton,  and  arrived  there  about  tirelve 
o^'clock  at  night,    ^ezt  morning,  j  ust  as  the  detachment  was  ready 


*C«L  D.  M.  Pakkibov  glrei  tho  sanio  of  'RvxikMin  Lawhkap,  initcad  Qt  Vav  WAOOOnB,  m  fti 
V«nwB  who  Mtottpaaied  Lieut.  Bbacxbit  od  this  ocoMion,— Mf^  aiif«,  p.  844.  L.  0>  9> 


detachment;  Mr.  BaioEra  clafming  tfa^^yid<dmfti^if»y''i^iM^^ 
UsSeeond  Li^atenaDtship  at  Fort  I>efiAHb»i'TV'l!ib1i^#M''c^^ 
•ta<t)7'D.  M.  PAilKflioH,  {which  "was  tUid  cbmnfeneeia^dht  bf  tlie 
■iimotuble  diffioQlty  between  theie '  gentliettieiyMBfcrlcKidr  bA 
Pakk380n.)  Maj.  EJERKPATRioK  theB'dedftted  &kfog  farther  coikt 
hiand  of  the  detaehmenty  nnleBB  ho  wto  re-tshMen,  tipon  i^hieli  an 
dedtion  was  gooe  into,  and  Maj.  EtsKi^ATBlcttt  (M  he^^ks  eotH" 
Btouly  called)  wae  UBanimonsly  elected.  The  company  tfien  pro- 
ceeded to  tho  ttirtDj  and  found  the  mnrdered  men,  as  dcMerih^  Vf 
lienten^nt  Bbacrbst,  with  the  exception  of  the  lietidlees  body  of 
Si^AFFOBD,  which  had  no  wonnde  upon  it  as  I  i^cbllect.  The  po- 
sition of  the  body,  when  found,  indioated  that  he  had  been  mn*- 
ning,  as  the  rest  of  his  comrades,  when  he  was  sbot.  Whetheif 
he  killed  an  Indian  before  he  himself  was  shot,  I  think  no  one 
can  tell.  Million  crossed  the  river  at  the  'same  place  and  the 
Ame  time  that  McIlwain  and  John  Bull  crossed  it,  and  was  iin- 
knedfately  pursued  by  the  Indians  in  hot  chase — one  of  them  on 
faorse-ba(;k,  and  so  clo.^ely  was  ho  pursued  by  the  Indian  on  horse- 
back,* that  ho.  Million,  was  often  compelled  to  swim  the  river  to 
escape  him.  He  swam  the  river  five  times  during  the  chase,  and 
was  pursued  to  within  iive  milerof  the  fort,  which  he  reached 
in  a  fnll  lope  (using  a  western  phrase)  and  in  safety,  after  having 
bete  pursued  by  five  Indians  for  ten  miles,  and  having  run  fif- 
teen miles  without  ever  breaking  the  lope,  as  he  said. 

B^ENOBB  conld  hot  swim,  consequently  took  down  the  river  un- 
der its  bank,  till  coming  to  the  mouth  of  a  branch,  where  he  re- 
mi^ined  until  an  Indian  (mounted  on  the  horse  with  which  they 
kad>  been  plowing)  came  upon  him.  He  shot  the  Iddian  off  the 
h&tM  and  made  his  escape  across  the  river  bottom  into  the  wood^ 
Id  t^e  difection  of  the  fort,  ^e  remainder  of  the  history  dl 
tikis  4nan,  I  believe^  is  correctly  given  by  Lie^nant  BsAcraJTy 


>■»  * 


,  I 


•None  mt  the  iBd'aiui  who  pnrratd  Mnxioi  wtre on  honAtet,  M^will  te  Mwi  by  Muuos*!  itttl^ 
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except  that  lie  told  upon  being  fioond,  that  he  had  killed  anottitt 
Indian  dnriag  hia  lambleB  in  the  woods. 

The  aUniion  that  laentenant  BBAcaLEir  makee  to  the  yoongnaa 
named  Black,  is  correct ;  so  far,  at  leasti  as  his  having  a  pro- 
sentiment  that  he  should  be  killed  in  the  first  engagement.  BSi 
and  I  were  about  the  same  age,  (he  being  one  year  older,)  were 
friends  and  mess*mates.  He  commnnicated  his  forebodings  of 
death  to  me  the  night  we  marched  from  Fort  Defiance  to  F<nt 
Hamilton — he  and  I  baring  been  made  the  advance  gnard  to  the 
detachment  I  have^no  recollection  of  the  falling  of  his  mare. 
I  presume,  howeTer,  it  was  so.    It  was  a  horse,  however,  he  rodei 

The  history  of  the  matter,  I  believe,  is  very  correctly  given  by 
lieutenant  Bbackkn,  from  .the  killing  of  Apple  np  to  the  point 
where  he  advanced  within  gun  shot,  and  says,  ^^  with  the  report 
of  my  gun,  I  sent  forth  a  shout  that  told  the  General  and  my 
comrades,  fet  in  the  rear,  that  I  had  procured  the  first  scslp." 
Here,  I  think,  Lieutenant  Bracesn's  memory  is  greatly  at  fault, 
I  was  near  the  Lieutenant  when  he  shot,  and  so  was  General 
Dodge  and  some  eight  or  ten  others,  and  the  Indians  were  cer^ 
tainly  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards  distant 
They  fired  back,  it  is  trie,  but  withoat  efiect,  and  if  any  scalp 
was  taken,  or  even  an  Indian  touched  with  a  ball,  I  have  no  r^ 
collection  of  the  fact.  '  Tis  true,  they  sometimes  fell  at  the  fire 
of  the  guns,  but  got  up  and  went  ofi*,  jumping  and  hopping  in  a 
taunting  way. 

At  this  point,  while  a  short  consultation  was  taking  place,  aa  to 
the  best  point  of  crossbg,  Capt.  Gehtst  and  D.  M.  PAJUdsoa 
swam  the  river  on  their  horses,  just  in  the  rear  of  the  Indians, 
and  took  a  position  upon  a  high  eminence  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  so  as  to  overlook  the  grove  the  Indians  were  making 
for.  We  were  again  joined  by  Pabkison  at  the  time  Lieutenant 
BainyEif  speaks  of.  Gapt  Gxntbt,  in  attempting  to  reach  us  it, 
another  point,  mired  his  horse  down  in  a  swamp,  got  his  gun  wet, 
and  was  unable  to  rejoin  us. 

Hie  next  point  at  which  I  think  Lieut.  BBAcmar's  memory  is  at 
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ftnlii  SB  white ih^«^imitl0  addMaidiii(Mpinetivte  wfaleli -to  ti 
made  to  say  among  other  thlibgs^ '  ^f^UtilMM)tf  j^ott  -ifaiit  ts»)l^ 
tigiiAeB your bblts^ifee.''!  I kave ii6>i%tot)Mttoii «f  any Bndli brddrs, 
Ahd flroin Qen.iDoD^ri^' iisital  eoolneeV aoii  dikcretuftt* upon' siiA 
occasions,  I  should  think  he  would  hardly  give  such  iMers;  Agaihi 
I  think  his  memory  is^at  fault,'  wbeii  he  qooito  the'O^Mrat  aatiky- 
ing^-^^Obitr^^eiiV^^fB^"^^^^  ^Aem,  charge 'em,"  and  ^^  There, 
by  G-^d,  I  killed  him  myself,"  &c.  At  another  point  I  think  his 
memory  is  i^ore  at  fault  than  usual.  That  is  upon  the  charge, 
where  he  would  make  it  ap^ar(if  I  read  correctly)  that  hci  "ad- 
vanced into  the  midst  <^  the  Indians,  discharged  hia  gun,'  turned 
the  breech,  and  struck  at  a  warrior  he  saw  lying.^der  the  bank 
before  him,  but  seeing  another  very  indnstrioitsly  snappiiig  at  hini, 
be  then  fell  back,  re  loaded  and  adranced  side  by  side  with  the 
gallant  Wills  ;"  cTidently  conveying  the  idea  that  he  had  done 
all  this  before  the  gallant  Wells  had  got  up  at  all.  Now,  all  who 
were  there  well  know  that  the  gallant  Wblls  was  among  the  first 
mpon  the  bank;  and  was  shot  instantly  upon  hia  charge  upon  the 
bank.  The  charge  was  simultaneous,  by  every  member  of  the 
detachment,  and  there  could  not  have  been  more  thaa  a  £bw 
seconds  difference  between  any  of  the  men's  arriving  upon  the 
bank.  All  behaved  well ;  in  fact  bravely-^Iient*  Bbjlxobv  with 
iihe  rest — ^but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  he  behaved  any  better  than 
any  one  else ;  in  fiEict,  I  am  certain  there  was  no  room  for  invidious 
distinction. 

'•  I  write  this  with  no  unkind  or  unpleasant  feeUngstowarda  Lieut. 
BBAcmcN ;  but  simply  diat  justice  may  be  done,  history  be  correet, 
and  that  Lieut  Bbaokebt's  request  (contain^  in  a  note  appended 
fto'his  account  of  ^the  affair,)  together  with  the  request  of  a  nump 
ber  of  other  persons,  may  be  compUed  with. 
•^  GQie  Indian  thkt  was  shot  in  attempting  to  make  his  eeeape  acroM 
flie  pond,  as  spoken  of  by  Lieut  BsAOKrar,  was  shot  by  W..'  W* 
WooDBBiDGs,  the  Adjutant  of  Gen*  Dodgb's  squad,  with  a  piateL 
I»waB  standing  near  him  at  die  time#^^Ille  dumber  of  scallpa  taken 
;»»i;      '   ■ .  48  ■■■  />.  •  '•.  ".♦'^  ■  ■  r.  ■■■  ■''   ''^'  •■  -■'• 
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f)^oolf(  be  t|i0re. 
Xha  rmaindar  of  the  nanratiTa,  I  beUev^^  ta  eoitaol.  • 


To  Geo,  W.  B.  Bmhh,  Stat^  Hiftoriaa : 

In  a.  late  namber  of  the  Wucanmn  TrUumtj  there  waa  a  eoai- 
mnnlcation  of  Mr.  Preb  PAXKisoor,  ef  Fayette,  on  the  anbfact  of 
the  *  Battle  of  the  Pekatonica.'  I'  saw  nothing  in  hit  atatemenl 
ealcnlated  to  change  the  general  resalt  of  an  action  ao  honorable 
to  aU  engaged  in  it,  bnt  I  Bee  that  Mr.  Pabosok  Itai  (unwilliDglj 
perhaps)  miarepresented  me,  add  some  of  mj  action,  on  that  oo* 
casion. 

The  oflSoers  eomposing  the  command  at  Fort  Defiance  at  thit 
tune,  were  Bobbbt  O.  Hoabd,  Oaptain ;  Osahl^  Bsaokkn,  finl 
Lieutenant ;  Djjtiibl  1L  FASKisoir,  second  Lientenant ,  and  Wn 
Bttewrr,  Ensign. 

Although  in  my  acconnt  of  the  battle  and  erents  which  led  to 
ity  I  state  that.  I  was  second  in  command  at  that  fbit,  yet  Mr. 
PAUJBoai  (in  the  face  of  record  and  living  testimony  which  oonM 
be  produced  to  sustain  my  assertion)  depending  on  his  own.  "ivrii 
reooUeetion,  jrednces  ma  to  the  rank  of  second  Luontenaat,  in  tir 
pm  of  which  he  states,  I  claimed  a  command  to  whioh  I  was  vd 
tetitled.-^Hifl  memory  hem  certainly  if  ailed  him  j  fbr  the  aaddb 
waa  on:  the  other  horse !  It  is  reasonable  (Jo  suppose, :  that  -  if  lb 
Pabkison,  belonging  to  the  same  companj  with  me^  and  wbu)^' 
ting  together  in  the  same  atockade  for  aoine  wedu^  cotQd  not  re- 
ctf leoV  myf  rank^  that  bis  memory  oaubotbe  raHMionraa  te  othfl 
jbots  wherein  be  dijffeie  fvexiL' me. ^         r.:  j;    \    ii;  .     .    «  •    •    ' 

>Bhort^  after  the  JSl{ao£il£rai«l;mir^  wheni  ail  the '  Bbrmam  'd 
the  battle  were  living,  I  published,  in  a  Galena  pap8%  an  account 


fUttiaM  te  7dn;.tbffiMxghl&6//VI?i8CK)Bui|>dV^ 
nearly  word  for  worditw!ithiimjr.(£iniibi<<)pnblio«fioni<  (EI|^''Ullft 
Hn<iQiTiK*w£L:£!ma^l80ixfe  «en  w'  ttirsLTii  j^ni  miQtyvlBO^ilib- 
liihttiidLaceoaiiAicC  the  une^ttlaiin  Atti;iMiii«'fliiPe]m|ip«peiv 
i&;«1^9h  ha  diffen  ill  fei'd  •eflsettikiai  ipartionlsn  itmai-tm:^i^^Qt'4titM 
0di^Mthie,.IiiiuiMth6r8iiB.iiioKie^r0U4ii^  to ' W<  plfieedt  Ibir  ibf 
tifatU  of  MatoTJ^,  than  oil  tiie  mcmiorjr  of  Mr.  Pidikia0V)  i^hicbilM 
dBBolj  Bt  ftait  inihe^oy  fieit&ot  he  stktMy  and^utfa'iioiie^M 
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in  others. 
Walont  Grove,  Dec,  80, 1862.  .  , 

■     Mt  •  ■     '  •  ■    ■         •      "l  •     .'#  •  '•■'it 

•  ■  ■ 

Fayette,  i^ek*  6th '  tSJJiB.    ' 
To  Gen.  W..R,&itErH,  State .Hifltorian:   .  ,.        ,iOi.  J 

i.Sit^-r*I  regret  taceedilifgly  that  yoa.ahoold  be  annoyed  wiUi  to 
vltOlj  commnnicatlone  upon  the  Babjeet  of  the  battle  of  the  Pek« 
atonioay  ;axvd  particularly  when  thoei  com mnnt<^ttahar  diisagreaiia 
ipiM^.aia  mine  and  thoae  of  XieatenaDt  GHAstJBs  Bbaokut*'  Mr^ 
TV^^oym  in  hi9  last  commniueiitiany  8aeaiB  to  have;  deptuH:ed  eA^ 
^iftlyl^m  Im  requeet,  eoutainedj  in  a  ntfte  appanded/tohtaaor 
qtpnnt  of  the  battle  of  theiPjokatonka^  in  whieb  he  reqneBtaany} 
ofitlie  flu^rmpre  to<  ooi^teot.any  mifltakefiVhieh  he'inay  hate  madec^ 
idittltting.that)  after  a  lafB&^f  twenty  y€fani^  he; might  have  made 
BUft^^l  Bofc  tf  Uea  ih^t  mietaken  are  pointed  out,  and  oojrreQted# 
he  claims,  not  only  to  possess. a. iuperioiilty.  of  memory  over.fiiii^ 
lM(i,alpo:th^tbWiaQcquntwaa  written  from  data  tbaticotild^'ior 
shelild  be. relied:  tpon,  moce. than: my  memory.  1 

orvSTbw:^  had  itin^  BjIaqkut  olaimed  ia  the  start^i  to  hav«  •  iwriite» 
l^fianopttnt  of  thai  laffair ito^i  aikch  datu  ail  lie  refera:to  in  liia  hik 
9im»m«nici(tiop).peKhaps  I  abonUL  not  ^ye  piMi^oMdiio.'B^ 
WWPP^>  >  i9 :0ppp8itip9.  thereto,. :  34tl  its  Mr^.  Bback W: : tnade  net 
snch  claim,  and  evidently  carried  the  idea  that  he  .had.iTFnritteia 


Mtinly  ^'^'^  memory,  I  npposed  I  was  doing  Mm  i^limlniMm 
^ampljiag  with  hia  feqaat— in wbichit aeemsl mm miihitan, 
jndgiog  from  the  tone  of  his  eommnnieatioii. 

Howerer,  as  to  the  data  to  which  Mr.  BRAsmxa  rafen,  I  ha?e 
a  word  to  say;  and  that  is,  that  mj  memoiy  diffeim  with  hiss  te 
what  .those  aeconntB  contain.  If  either  of  those  aoeonnta,  parti- 
enkrly  that  published  hj  Mr.  Fitch,  quotes  Mr.  Braokbt  as  tak* 
ing  or  having  the  command  of  the  detachment  from  Fort  Befii- 
aaoe,  I  will  agree  that  I  am  mistaken  as  to  what  those  aceonnli 
contain. 

Bnt  as  the  question  at  issue  is  not  what  those  accounts  con- 
tained,  but  what  are  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  shall,  without  further 
caril  with  Mr.  Bracssx,  as  to  memory,  proceed  to  lay  before  yom 
the  eridences  which  I  have  procured  in  support  of  the  correct- 
ness of  my  memory,  wherein  I  differ  with  him. 

Upon  seeing  Mr.  Bracken's  communication  to  you,  (in  reference 
to  this  matter.)  in  a  late  number  of  the  Wisconsin  Tribune,  I  iuir 
mediately  address'ed  the  following  named  gentlemen  upon  this 
subject,  to  wit :  Bobhrt  C.  HoAsn,  who  was  Captain  of  the  oom- 
panj  stationed  at  Fort  Defiance  at  the  time  in  question ;  Thomab 
Bkaic,  who  was  a  soldier  at  Fort  Defiance ;  Alsxakdkb  Hioeor* 
aoTHAK,  who  was  a  soldier  at  Fort  Hamilton,  and  was  with  the 
detachment  from  the  time  it  left  Fort  Hamilton  until  after  the 
battle  of  the  Pekatonica;  BiorNBT  Milliov,  who  was  also  witli 
the  detachment  during  the  burying  of  the  men  who  were  killed 
at  the  farm  of  Spaftoxd  and  Spencer,  and  the  same  that  made  his 
miraculous  escape  from  the  Indians. 

From  them  I  have  received  the  following  answers.  I  would 
here  mention,  that  these  are  all  the  men  (that  is,  Miluon  and  Hio- 
CDfmoTHAic)  that  bad  any  connection  with  the  burying  of  those 
men,  or  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  that  I  have  any  knowledge 
ef  in  this  country,  except  my  father,  Ool.  Pabkisov,  upon  whom, 
from  feelings  of  delicacy,  I  haye  not  called,  for  his  recoUectios 
of  the  matter. 


881 

Mineral  Point,  Febmaiy  fith,  18C8.  ' 

Mr.  pRSB  Pabkiboh,  Jr. : 

« 
Yonr  commamcution  addressed  to  me,  asking  my  recollec- 
tions about  those  eleven  men  who  started  from  Fort  Defiance  to 
bnry  the  dead  at  Spaffobd^s  farm,  in  1832,  was  dalj  received,  t 
recollect  tbat  when  tbe  express  arrived,  it  was  about  sun-down, 
or  after.  After  I  had  arranged  the  matter  of  express  to  Col.  " 
DoDGK,  I  immediately  commenced  making  arrangements  to  send 
a  reinforcement  to  Fort  Hamilton,  and  to  astrist  in  burjing  the 
dead  at  Spafford's  field.  There  wore  many  who  volunteered  to 
go.  At  the  same  time  there  were  several  men  there  from  the 
mounted  company,  with  Major  Kirkpatbige,  (or  afterwards  Major 
Eokkpatbice)  ;  Lieut.  Bbackkn  and  Second  Lieut.  Fabkison  were 
among  the  number  who  volunteered  to  go,  and  all  the  mounted 
men  who  were  with  Major  Kxbkpatrick,  I  believe ;  consequently, 
those  mounted  men  came  there  commanded  by  thier  own  officer, 
and  neither  Lieuts.  Bbaoken  or  Pabeison  could  have  any  com- 
mand over  them.  Lieut.  Bbagken  certainly  was  the  officer  who 
held  the  rank  at  the  fort;  consequently,  would  have  had  the 
command,  but  I  think  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  among  the 
men,  who  were  preparing  to  go,  I  think,  about  who  should  com- ' 
mand  them.  Lieut.  Bbagken  started  ofi*  with  one  man,  I  think, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  mounted  men.  I  think  about  half  an  hour 
after  Lieut  Bbackrn  left,  the  rest  of  the  squad  started,  with  dis- 
satisfaction about  the  command ;  before  they  got  off,  I  requested 
Major  KiBKPATBicK  to  take  the  command ;  and  he  did  take  the 

command  as  far  as  I  knew. 

Yours,  &c.. 

ROBkRT  0.  HOARD. 


Town  of  Wayne,  Jan.  28,  1858. 
Mr.  PfiEB  Pabeison,  Jr. : 

DxAB  Sib — la  answer  to  yonr  favor  of  the  26th  lust,  I  can  Bay^ 
that  I  was  a  soldier  daring  the  war  with  Blace  Hawk,  and  thai 


I  WW  ftt  Fert  Dcfianee  $,t  tii%  tune  tbat  the  express  came  there  in 
reUtion  to  the  killing  of  Spattokd  and  other%  on  tbeiPdcafe^iiiai; 
I  can  also  say,  without  hesitation,  that  M^j«  £(RKrATBipL.t(K)k 
the  command  of  the  detachment  from  there^  and  I  nerer  under- 
stood  hat  that  he  commanded  it  all  the  time  until  aftev  the  bmjr 
ing  of  those  men. 

Yours  respectfully, 

THOMAS  B£0[. 


Town  of  Wayne,  Jan.  99, 1858. 
Mr.  PxTEB  Pabkisov,  Jr. : 

In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  26th  inst.,  I  can  aaf« 
that  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  all  that  took  place  at  Fort  Ham- 
ilton, in  relation  to  the  command  of  the  detachment  tliat  buried 
the  men  who  were  killed  on  the  Pekatonica,  at  the  farm  of  8fsx- 
psB  <S^  Spafford,  in  the  Black  JTaiok  war. 

I  do  recollect  that  there  was  some  trouble  about  the  commaad, 
between  Col.  Pabkison  and  Chables  Bbaocev.  ;  I  also  recollect 
that  Maj.  Kibkpatbick  commanded  the  company  on  that  occaaion. 

The  next  point,  in  relation  to  which  you  ask  my  recoUectioDyii 
at  the  bank  of  the  Pekatonica,  where  Lieutenant  Bbaosjev  clainu 
to  have  procured  the  first  scalp.  In  relation  to  that  point,  I  can 
say  that  I  am  sure  there  was  no  scalp  taken,  or  any  In4iau killed 
dead,  at  that  point.  Some  might  have  been  hit,  but  no  cortraitf 
of  it.  As  to  Lieutenant  Bbacken's  being  in  the  advance,  I  do  not 
recollect  distinctly.  But  from  my  recollection,  I  should  say,  we 
were  all  there  pretty  much  at  the  same  moment.  As  to  the  afikir 
upon  the  bank  of  the  pond,  where  the  battle  was  fought,  I  agree 
with  you  precisely  as  you  have  given  it  in  your  account  of  that 
affadr.    I  was  right  by  Wblu^  when  he  was  shot 

I  have,  according  to  your  request,  examincidthe  aceotmtof  thst 
vfktr,  written  by  both  yon  and  Mr.  BBAonar,  and  «eoordiiig  to 
toy  zdemory,  I  agree  with  yon  is  alltiie  maita  paUSenlais,  ^im* 


%,7iW  ^if«00e(«itl».X««at«im^  BbA^xk,  aftebiliiWiet«diri8Bl 

I.-   •■'•    ;'u;'-.-   ,/■,■. .y«*fl»«odv:i!'V.'  :=    i.'.;  i!v.'"  •*'!   -i:'-'!-'' 

P.  8>^  petied^re  that  my  nkme  U  iiot'  in^faM^d^;  ilifieVibjr  jr^ti 
«r'Mn  BBAOKSir,  lisbeki^  in  the  hattle.'  I  clfttm  no  pajbticnlkr 
gloryv'  I  was,  hoireVer,  in  tte  battle.  The  omidsibn  Wits,  gf 
WUfte,  unmt)»ntiODft1. 


,;,.        ,. 


lovn  of  Wiots,  Jan.  80,  iMl 
Mr.  PimiB  Pawoboh  :  .;      . 

.  Djuii  SiK-^A-ccerdiog  to  yonr  request  of  the  8<t|i-  inM.,  ly^lll 
Bt^p  mj  recollection  of  the  incidents  connected  with  ihe  burying* 
<ff  Sjf^uETFOBD,  Ska9I3  aDd  others,  who  were  killed*  on  the  Peka*' 
tonica,  during  the  Black  Hawk  war^  the  particulare  of  which 
jon  request  :  i     .   « 

,  In  relation  to  what  took  place  at  Fott  HamiHon,  about  fj)e  com*, 
xnand  of  the  detachment,  I  can  state  distinctly,  that  some  trouble 
tpok  plafQe  at  Fort  Hamilton  about: that  matter.^!!! Sofne  wisKed 
Oof.  F^JOB^ojBi  to'take  the  command.  Bat  he  objected^  and'said' 
t^at  the  detacjbinent  had  come  from  Fort  Defiance Ivndifl' the  cotn^ 
ipaud  of  kUj.  KiB^PATuoK,  and  that  he  wished  Ut  to  go  oto'nndei* 
h^B  cpiniQf^i^,  Maj.  l^nuEFA^iQjunK  then  objected' to^^ot  declined' 
taking  ^rther  oouunapd,  unlese  he  were  re-elected.  /  tJpoik  which^ 
ap  eli^ctjipi^  w^gpne  into,  and  Maj.  KmspAnKiK  was  eleeted. 
The  detachment  then  proceeded  under  his  conunand^  and  eoh*^ 
t^me4  Bo^  uptil  thi9][,retui?ned  t0  f]oii  Hamilton.    -  '  J   /;       '^  - 

The  remainder  of  the  incidents,  until  the  killing  of  AppiM^are 
correctly  given  in  your  account  pul^liehed  In  the  Tribune^  (which 
I  haire  SbM,)  ezku^lfaislno  Indian  on  horseback  pursued  me. 

Mr.  Bbaokbn  is  quite  at  fault,  when  he  speaks  of  Spenoeb's 
d^yipg  jLhei riveTf  leapipgi4he  baukr  Ao^.  lam  the  »ail;tnost 
'   \, ,.   r .'    ■ — : — .■  '  -.■  f^  ■ :'    '!  ^j'''.  :.   ■-'  ■ — '- — ^'""  "  "   ^''  '■'-'^ — ' 

*  tLU  irMptainlj  an  •iror  vf  the  printer,  In  dropplnf  lliUlOR'Sjaaa«wh«rf  It  ■hottH  hnvt ipptawj 
Si  Ikt  ■axratlTt,  wUoh  la  now  proptrl j  oorxveted.  I^  C.  D. 
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eertaiiklyi  Irho  did  that  After  getting  upon  the  beiotk,  I  fetmd 
two  balls  had  passed  through  my  shirt — one  through  the  hody,  the 
other  through  the  sleeve.  While  npon  the  bank,  two  balls  passed 
so  near  m^  that  their  foroe  was  risibiy  felt  in  my  face.  My  hat 
was  afterwards  found,  with  a  large  ball  hole  near  the  band.  Ifae 
effort  of  divLjg  the  river,  leaping  the  bank,  and  the  effoctB  of  the 
two  balls  that  passed  so  near  my  head,  had  so  exhausted  and  ad- 
dled me,  that  I  tboaght  I  was  shot ;  and  after  going  about  nzty 
yards,  in  a  walk,  I  stopped  and  examined  myself.  Finding  I  was 
not  shot,  I  took  fresh  courage,  corameneod  wf  flight  for  life,  and 
arrived  safe  at  Fort  Hamilton  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hoar 
by  sun.  Mr.  Spenokr  could  not  swim,  (as  you  say,)  consequently 
did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  river.  I  claim  no  particular  honor 
for  what  I  did  upon  that  occasion,  and  only  mention  these  partic- 
ulars to  show  that  Mr.  Bbaoken's  memory  should  not  be  too  much 
relied  upon. 

Upon  perusing  Mr.  Bbaoken's  account  of  that  affair,  I  perceive 
many  mistakes,  but  none  of  very  great  importance,  except  those 
which  I  have  pointed  out. 

As  to  what  took  place  after  the  killing  of  A:fPLE,  and  at  the 
battle,  I  know  nothing,  except  from  hearsay.  I  have  always  un- 
derstood that  all  behaved  well  upon  that  occasion — that  the  chai^ 
was  even-handed,  and  that  no  one  man  was  entitled  to  more 
credit  than  another.  As  to  Mr.  Bbaokbk's  killing  an  Indian,  or 
getting  a  scalp,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Pekatonica,  I  can  say,  with- 
out hesitation,  that  I  neter  heard  anything  of  it,  until  I  saw  it  in 
his  account  of  that  battle. 

Having,  I  believe,  answered  all  your  enquiries,  I  subscribe 

myself, 

Redpectfully  yours, 

BENNET  MILLION. 


From  the  above  communications,  it  will  be  perceived  at  once, 
that  these  gentlemen,  (who  certainly  have  no  interest  in  the  mat- 
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ter,  as  between  Mr.  Bsaosbit  and  myself,  and  who  conld  only  wish 
that  jastice  should  be  done,  and  that  history  should  be  correct,) 
sustain  my  memory  almost  ftilly,  in  every  particular,  wherein  I 
disagree  with  Mr.  Bracken.  Hence,  I  should  think,  from  such 
testimony  as  this,  there  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  aiB  to  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

I  regret  exceedingly,  that  I  have  been  brought  into  this  cross- 
questioning  with  Mr.  Braoken,  against  whom  I  certainly  enter- 
tain no  unkind  feeling,  and  whom  I  certainly  would  not  inten- 
tionally misrepresent.  I  only  wish  that  justice  should  be  done  to 
all  parties  concerned,  and  that  a  proper  impression  should  go 
abroad,  and  be  handed  down  to  posterity. 

I  did  not  like  the  impression  to  go  abroad  or  down  to  posterity, 
that  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  comrades  in  arms  did,  upon  that  occas- 
ion, and  in  two  instances,  lurk  in  the  rear,  and  permit  Lieutenant 
Bbaoken  to  go  forward  and  encounter  the  enemy  single-handed 
and  alone — which  impression  Mr.  Bbaoken's  account  certainly 
conveys. 

In  looking  over  my  account  of  that  affair,  I  perceive  that  I  did, 
in  one  place,  speak  of  Lieutenant  Bbaoken  as  ^Slic^ru?  Lieutenant, 
which  was  a  mistake,  and  it  would  evidently  appear  to  the  most 
careless  reader,  that  the  mistake  was  inadvertenly  made.  Mr. 
Bbaoken  claims,  in  his  account  of  that  affair,  to  have  been  second 
in  command  at  Fort  Defiance,  which  I  did  not  dispute,  but  only 
claimed  that  h,e  did  not  go  in  command  of  the  detachment,  &c. 
Hence,  having  Mr.  Bbaokeet  in  my  mind  as  second  in  command 
at  Fort  Defiance,  it  was  easy  for  me  to  speak  of  him  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, when  I  should  have  styled  him  as  second  in  command. 
But,  for  this  mistake,  Mr.  Bbaoken  condemns  my  memory,  as  en- 
titled to  no  consideration  whatever.  Were  Mr.  Bbaoken's  mem- 
ory to  be  condemned  for  similar  mistakes,  occasions  would  not  be 
wanting ;  but  these  slight  mistakes  do  not  vary  the  result,  and  . 
should  not  be  harped  upon. 

However,  with  what  I  have  already  said  upon  the  imbjeot,  I  shall 
49 
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submit  the  matter  to  an  impartial  pablic,  and  to  yon,  to  deter- 
mine or  decide  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Tour  obedient  serv't, 

FETER  PARKISON,  Jr. 


To  Gen.  W.  R.  Smith,  State  Hist^Tian  : 

In  October  last  I  had  tlie  hor:i»r  of  addressing  jou  a  communi- 
cation, thrungh  the  columns  of  the  Wisconsin  Tribune j  giving 
you  the  details  of  the  '•  Battle  of  the  Pekatouica," '  and  tbe  events 
that  led  tliereto.  In  a  note  appended  to  th^it  publication,  I  stated 
that  I  might,  from  tlie  lapse  of  time,  have  made  eome  errors, 
more  particularly  as  to  the  Lames  of  those  who  were  actually  in 
the  action.  This  was  the  case.  I  omitted  the  names  of  Alexas- 
D£B  HiGGiNHOTHAM  aod  Benjamin  Lawbead,  who  wero  iu  the  light, 
and  Thomas  II.  Pbice  whom  I  placed  in  the  line,  was  one  of  the 
horse  guard. 

Mr.  PhTKK  Paekisox,  Jr.,  one  of  the  survivors  of  that  battle, 
in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Editor  ot  the  Tribune  ic 
November  last,  has  given  his  version  of  the  afiair,  for  the  pur- 
pose, us  ho  avers,  ''  of  doing  justice  to  the  dead  as  well  as  the 
living,  and  also  in  justice  to  tlie  correctness  of  history,"  In  that 
communication  !Mr.  Pakeison  negatives,  or  gives  a  different  ver- 
sion to  alujust  every  fact  stated  by  me.  First,  that  I  did  not  com- 
mand the  detachment  from  F.»rt  Defiance,  but  that  R.  H.  Kisk- 
PATRICK  did;  that  ^*  the  next  morning,  before  starting  from  Fort 
Ilamiitoa  for  Spafford's  field,  a  difficulty  took  place  between  D. 
M.  Parklson  and  nijself  about  the  command,"  I  claiming  it,  in 
virtue  of  my  second  Lieutenancy^  which  was  objected  to  by  D. 
M.  Pabkison,  (which  was  the  commencement  of  the  memorable 
difficulty  between  that  person  and  myself.)  That  Major  Ejbk- 
PATRICK  then  declining  to  take  further  command  of  the  detachment 
unless  he  was  re- chosen^  upon  which^an  election  was  gone  into, 
and  Major  Kirkpat&ick  (as  he  was  commonly  called)  was  unani* 
mously  elected  ;"  that  this  difficulty  being  settled,  the  party  pro- 
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ceeded  to  the  farm,  aad  found  the  murdered  men  as  described  bj 
me,  with  the  exception  of  Spaffokd.  I  stated  that  ^^  we  found 
his  body  with  the  head  cut  off,  and,  literally  speaking,  covered 
with  an  hundred  wounds."  Mr.  Parkison  asserts  most  dogmatic 
cally,  that ''  Spafford'b  head  was  not  out  off^  amd  that  he  had  na 
woimda  that  he  recollects  ofP  He  denies  that  Million  crossed 
the  river  at  the  point  indicated  by  in(»,  but  '*  at  the  point  where 
MoIlwain  and  John  Bull  crossed  it/'  and  then  he  gives  us  a 
Munchausen  story  of  his  swimming  the  river  five  times,  and  fleet 
as  he  was  of  foot,  of  his  beating  an  Indian  mounted  on  horseback 
after  a  hot  chase  often  miles.  And  so  determined  doe?;  Mr.  Pabk- 
isoN  appear  to  contradict  my  statements,  and  so  closely  does  he 
go  into  particulars,  that  be  makes  Black  ride  a  horse  instead  of 
a  mare,  as  stated  by  me. 

Although  I  reasonably  account  for  the  manner  in  which  with 
Fitch,  HiGOiNBorriAM  and  Devek,  I  g(»t  ahead  of  tlio  detachment, 
by  which  I  was  placed  within  sliooting  distance  of  the  Indians 
and  secured  the  first  scalp.  Yet,  as  t<»  tliis  fact,  Mr.  Pakkison 
is  sure  my  memory  is  at  fault,  bcicanse,  as  he  asserts,  ''  he  was 
near  me  when  I  shot,  and  t?o  was  the  General "  When  my  little 
party  encountered  and  fired  on  the  Inrjians,  they  wore  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge  tliat  overlook*  the  Pekatonica.  TJ)e  General  was 
then  across  tlie  branch  on  the  top  of  the  opposite  ridge,  some 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  off,  apparently  engaged  in  forming  the  men 
in  line  as  they  came  straggling  u]).  Therefore,  while  I  had  not 
more  than  two  hundred  yards  to  a^lvauco,  to  place  myself  in  con- 
tact with  the  Indians  while  they  wore  cn^sing  tho  creek ;  the 
General  and  Mn  Paiucison  had  moie  than  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
to  traverse,  with  a  muddy  branch  to  cross,  before  they  c  aihl  come 
up  with  the  enemy,  who  when  they  arrived,  had  cn^ssed  'heereek 
and  were  advancius:  towards  tho  thicket  in  tho  bend  where  the 
battle  took  place. 

Mr. Pakkison  also  thinks,  that  '*from  Gen.  Dodok*s  usual  coolness 
and  discretion  on  such  occasions,  hi^  could  hardly  have  given  such 
orders  to  the  men  as  I  represent."   Had  1  attempted  to  land  Gen. 
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DoDGS,  I  could  not,  had  I  ransacked  the  Tocabularl  j  of  the  EDg- 
lifih  language,  found  expressions  more  suitable  for  the  occasion, 
or  given  better  testimony  of  his  coo'.ness  and  discietkm  on  the  ere 
of  a  battle.  His  mind  was  made  up,  as  he  stated,  "  to  whip  the 
enemy  or  die  in  the  attempt.*"  He  therefore  cooHy  and  discreetly 
forewarned  us,  that  there  would  be  no  snaps  or  flashes  ot  our 
guns ;  he  required  us  to  gird  tight  our  loins  and  unbntton  our 
shirt  collars,  that  our  respiration  might  be  free  to  suBtain  him  in 
the  desperate  encounter  that  was  before  us. 

Again,  Mr.  Parsisox  thinks  my  memory  is  at  fanlt,  when  I 
make  the  Greneral  swear  terribly.  If  I  must  confess  the  fact,  be 
swore  far  more  terribly  than  I  have  represented.  If  Mr.  Pasdsos 
had  been  disposed  to  task  his  memory  to  do  justice  to  my  conduct 
in  that  battle,  as  much  as  he  appears  disposed  to  detract  from  it 
it  would  have  been  no  great  tax  on  his  memory  to  have  recollect- 
ed, that  in  mv  hand-to-band  encounter  with  the  Indian  at  the 
pond,  the  breech  of  my  gon  had  a  sliver  cut  out  of  it,  some  three 
or  four  inches  long,  by  the  spear  of  the  Indian.  That  gon  I  carried 
throughout  the  war,  and  Mr.  Pabkison  as  well  as  others  has  time 
and  again  seen  that  evidence  of  that  encounter. 

And  Mr.  Paekison  has  at  this  late  day  fotmd  it  convenient  to 
unlearn  what  he  formerly  knew,  Ihat  from  a  fortuitous  train  of 
circumstances  my  actions  on  that  occasion  were  sach,  that  the 
General,  by  common  consent,  awarded  me  two  out  of  the  seventeen 
scalps  taken,  and  I  state  it  on  good  authority,  that  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  after  the  war,  when  the  annual  firing  of  the  prairie  tool: 
place,  and  the  woods  and  grass  were  destroyed,  that  the  bones  of 
fifteen  Indians  were  found  at  the  pond  where  the  battle  took  plaee, 
those  of  another  between  that  and  the  point  where  they  crossed 
the  creek,  and  those  of  another  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  whicb 
I  alledge  to  have  killed ;  a  party  of  Menomonee  and  Sionz  In- 
dians, under  the  command  of  Colonels  Hajultoh  and  Majbh  had 
arrived  at  the  fort  a  short  time  after  we  conmieneed  the  pursuit 
These  Indians  taking  our  trail,  found  and  scalped  the  two  latter, 
and  overtook  the  detachment  as  we  were  returning  wiA  onr 
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wounded  to  the  fort.  Even  at  this  late  day,  if  search  were  ma^e^ 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  bones  of  seventeen  Indians  conld  yet, 
be  found  bleaphing  on  the  battle-ground,  and  between  it  and 
where  the  Indians  crossed  the  Pekatonica;*  among  them  tha 
bones  of  the  Indian  I  killed  at  the  spot  where  they  crossed.  The, 
shout  I  sent  forth  when  I  fired,  was,  ^^  That's  my  hair !" — ^a  cant 
expression  then  in  vogue  to  denote  a  scalp. 

In  a  subsequent  communication  which  I  addressed  you  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Pabkisov  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  speci- 
fic refutation  of  all  the  tergiversations  contained  in  his  essay,  or 
to  expose  his  mawkish  attempt  to  make  me  an  assailant  of  Gen*. 
DoDGB,  and  of  his  self  election  to  the  post  of  his  defender.  Al"> 
though  my  memory  might  have  failed  me  as  to  other  facts  touch- 
ing the  events  of  that  day,  it  must  be  supposed  that  I  could  not 
well  forget  the  rank  I  held  ;  this  Mr.  Paseison  denied,twhich  if 
uncontradicted  must  be  construed  as  an  impeachment  of  my  ve- 
racity; I  therefore  confined  myself  in  that  reply,  to  simply  correct- 
ing him  on  this  point,  and  to  infer  from  it  that,  if  belonging  to  the 
same  company  and  associated  with  me  for  some  time  at  the  same 
post,  he  could  not  recollect  my  rank,  that  his  memory  could  not 
be  depended  on  as  to  other  facts  wherein  he  differed  from  me,  &c.| 
&c.  To  this  Mr.  Paseison  has  rejoined,  by  a  communication  ad- 
dressed to  you  through  the  columns  of  the  Tribune  of  the  10th  of 
February,  wherein  he  rather  lamely  concedes  the  question  as  to 
my  rank  as  a  first  Lieutenant,  but  seems  determined  to  pluck  some 
of  the  feathers  from  my  plume  by  proving  positively  that  Kirk- 
PATBIOK  commanded  the  detachment  from  Fort  Defiance,  to  Fort 

•  In  Edward  Bbouciliu>*b  aarratiTe,  we  find  th«  following  pangraph  relatire  to  the  number  ot  In- 
dkaa  aUdn:  *(AfUr  ttie iMkttle^  dBren  Indiana  wen  found  dead  on  the  ground ;  two  more,  who  wett 
wounded,  had  got  up  the  rirer-banky  and  were  tracked  and  finaUj  scalped  by  the  Winnebagoee ;  Colonel 
HiJiiLToir,'  eometime  afkerwarde,  found  the  body  of  another,  after  the  prairie  firei  had  pantied  over 
tiwrn ;  and  lata  in  the  emifieeiUng  winter,  a  Freneh  trapper  found  three  more,  in  the  ewuip  near  thebgt 
tie  ground,  beneath  bmah-wood,  under  which  they  had  crawled  when  wounded."  The  whole  nnmlMC 
thai  accounted  for,  of  the  Sauki  who  Ml  la  t^ia  fight,  was  eerenteen ;  and  at  a  lubsequent  period,  whes 
flIBock  Uaad,  after  thetennlBalloo  of  tto  war,  Bmuobabd  oAderstood  from  aome  of  the  Sauka,  thil 
Bbacs  HjLWK  had  often  apoken  of  a  band  of  ■ereBteen  of  his  bniTee,  of  whoai  he  had  never  neeived  mai^ 
tsMDigenee,  and  he  knew  not  what  had  baeome  of  them.  Black  Hawk,  in  his  auto-biography,  makig 
•o  aftaaioii  to  tfaia  aflUb    '  L.  0.  DL  ' 
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Hamilton^  and  negatively,  that  I  did  not  kiO  an  Indian  at  tiie 
eroBsing  of  the  Pekatonica,  as  asserted  bj  me,  and  that  in  fiilffQ- 
ing  his  post  **  he  canDot  permit  the  impression  to  go  down  to  poa- 
teritj,  that  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  comrades  in  arms  did  upon  that 
occasion,  and  in  two  instances,  lark  in  the  rear,  and  permit  LL 
BxACKEH  t>  go  forward  and  encounter  the  enemy  single  handed 
and  alone." 

Bat  a  few  minutes  bef  ire  the  express  arrived  with  the  intelli- 
fence  of  the  murder,  I  returnect  to  Fort  Defiance  from  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  Kock  and  Illinois  Bivers,  where  I  had  accompanied 
Gen.  Dodge  as  a  Tolnnteer  in  Gentry's  company  of  mounted  men. 
ICy  horso  and  arms  being  ready,  I  was  soon  in  the  saddle  on  mj 
way  to  Furt  Hamilton  accompanied  by  one  man.  I  then  heard  of 
no  dissatisfactiuu  about  the  command,  nor  was  there  my ;  all  in 
the  fort  were  too  much  horror-stricken  with  the  distressing  intelli- 
gence just  received,  to  be  en<raged  in  a  squabble  about  a  petty 
eommand  in  a  night  march.  In  my  absence,  the  command  of  the 
party  devolved  on  Lt.  D.  M.  Pabeisox,  and  subsequent  events, 
ahown  by  his  attempt  to  supercede  me  who  outranked  him,  proved 
that  he  had  too  much  ambition  to  permit  Hoasd,  had  he  held  five 
times  the  rank  he  did,  to  reduce  him  to  the  ranks,  and  place  a 
private  suldier  in  command  over  him. 

The  officers  of  Gentry's  company  were  Messrs.  Bequeth^ 
PoBTEB  and  Henry  L.  Dodge  ;  it  is  not  pretended  that  either  of 
those  officers  were  at  the  fort  that  evening,  nor  was  there  a  soli- 
tary man  of  Gentry's  command  there,  nor  could  there  have  been. 
Gentry  with  his  company  in  full  force  accompanied  Gen.  Dodqi 
to  Rock  River,  and  that  day  I  separated  from  him  and  his  com- 
pany at  Gratiot's  Grove,  they  taking  the  route  by  KufDLB'a  and 
the  forks  of  the  Pekatonica  to  Mineral  Point,  the  headquarters  of 
his  company.  R.  H.  Kirkpatrick  was  at  the  time  a  private  in  that 
eompany,  not  having  been  elected  Major  until  some  two  weeks 
after  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica;  and  maugre  the  certificate  of 
Hoard  and  assertion  of  Parkison — he  was  noty  nor  had  he  heeti 
at  Fort  Defiance  that  day,  that  evening  or  that  night  II! 


391 

I  make  this  statement  on  the  recollection  of  those  whose  mem- 
ories are  more  to  bo  relied  on  than  Hoabd^s  or  Pabkisok's,  and 
their  truthfulness  far  more  so,  particularly  a  lady  who  was  in  the 
fort  at  the  time,  who  shortly  after  the  war  became  the  wife  of 
Major  KiRKPATRiOK.  To  corroborate  this  fact  I  will  state,  that 
both  FABKiBOTr  and  Hoabd  admit  there  were  but  eleven  men  left 
tiie  fort  that  evening;  after  some  trouble  and  enquiry  I  have  at- 
certained  the  names  of  all  but  one  of  those  men.  They  were 
Sweet,  D.  M.  PAEKraow,  Peter  Parkibon,  Fitoh,  McOoknkll, 
Van  Waooonbb,  Lawhbad,  McQbaw,  Black,  Pbioe,  Leboh,  mak- 
ing ten  of  the  party,  the  name  of  the  other  I  cannot  recollect  or 
ascertain,  but  he  ^vfas  a  young  man  from  Tennessee,  who  had  been 
pursuing  a  certain  Pkteb  Howabd  (alius  Eobt.  0.  Hoabd)  to  the 
•  west,  and  fo#Bd  him  in  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Defiance. 
And  any  other  men,  mounted  or  dismounted,  of  any  other  Qom* 
pany  that  marched  with  the  detachment  that  night,  as  stated 
by  Hoabd,  were  all  "  dressed  in  buckram  /" 

The  next  morning,  when  the  detachment  was  paraded  prepara- 
tory to  starting  for  Spaffobd's  field,  it  wa3  reinforced  by  some  six 
or  seven  men  from  Fort  Hamilton.  Dakiel  M.  Pabcison,  who 
had  been  a  colonel  in  Illinois,  who  was  my  senior  in  years  but 
junior  in  rank,  claimed  the  command  of  the  detachment  on  the 
plea,  that  he  had  come  with  and  commanded  the  party  on  the 
march  from  Fort  D^Umce  the  night  before  !  !  !  This  attempt  to 
supersede  me  was  promptly  resisted,  and  hence  the  difficulty  be- 
tween us. 

B.  H.  Kibepatbick,  who  was  one  of  the  re-inforcement  that 
had  joined  us  at  Fort  Hamilton,  was  then  in  the  ranks ;  the  day 
previous  he  had  left  his  company  (Gentby's)  at  Gratiot's  Grove, 
and  came  by  the  way  of  Wolf  Creek  to  Fort  Hamilton.  He 
was,  at  my  suggestion,  appointed  to  conduct  the  expedition  to 
bury  the  murdered  men  at  the  farm,  and  not  till  then,  did  he  comr 
mand  the  detachmenty  or  any  part  of  it  I 

None,  but  one  possessing  the  most  morbid  feeling  towards  me, 
could  read  my  account  of  the  battle,  so  honorable  to  the  com- 
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xnander  and  all  eogaged  in  it,  and  draw  the  infiwenoe  firom  tny 
one  sentenoe  it  contains,  that  the  General  and  mj  comradea  were 
"  lurking  in  the  rear,"  while  I  was  in  front  hattling  the  enemy 
single  handed. 

Aldiongh  Mr.  Pabkisov  profesees  to  have  no  wikind  feelings 
toward  me,  or  intentionally  to  misrepresent  me,  yet  a  man  with 
half  an  eye,  can  see  what  kind  of  feeling  he  entertains  toward 
me,  in  almost  every  paragraph  of  his  communications.  From 
the  day  that  I  indignantly  spumed  the  attempt  of  his  fiithex  to 
supercede  me  in  command  to  which  I  was  legally  entitled  by  my 
rank,  he  has  had  no  particular  friendship  for  me,  and  it  may  be^ 
that  a  little  of  the  old  leaven  has  worked  upon  him  to  seek  this 
controversy,  and  *^  Feed  fat  the  ancient  grudge  he  bean  me.'*  *  * 

My  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Fekatonica  givea  to  Gener- 
al DoDGS  the  credit  of  having  conducted  and  fought  the 
best  battle  with  the  Indians,  since  the  introduction  of  fire-snns 
amongst  them.  Mr.  Pabkisok  merely  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
rating me  and  my  statements,  reduces  the  number  of  T^^^iyiff 
slain  on  that  occasion  over  one-flfth,  thereby  attempting  to  deduct 
that  amount  from  the  well-earned  fame  of  General  Dooob  ac- 
quired by  that  battle. 

Very  Eespectfully, 

Your  Obd't  Servant, 

CHABLES  BBAGEEN. 
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APPBHDIX  Ho.  IL 


STBIOTUBES  UPON  GOV.  FORD'S  fflSTOEY  OF  THE  BLACK 

HAWK  WAB, 

BY  MAJOR  PETER  FARKISON,  JR. 

MADISON,  Sept  10,  1854. 

Mr.  Brown,  Editor  of  the  Argus  &  Democrat : 

Dear  Sir  : — ^Upon  my  arrival  in  this  place,  a  few  days  since, 
my  attention  was  called  to  a  conple  of  chapters  of  Gk>v.  Ford's 
History  of  Illinois,  published  in  yonr  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
true  history  of  a  portion  of  the  Black  Havik  toary  in  which  the 
manifest  object  of  the  historian  is  so  apparent,  and  the  means 
made  use  of  to  accomplish  that  object  are  so  unsupported  by 
truth,  that  I  (as  one  who  was  an  eye  witness  to  nearly  all  the  cir- 
cumstances pretended  to  be  given  in  those  two  chapters,  and 
one  who  is  unwilling  that  the  public  mind  should  be  misled  upon 
this  subject)  am  constrained  to  give  them  a  passing  notice. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true,  as  stated  in  Gov.  Ford's  His- 
tory, that  Gen.  Dodge  endeavored  to  avoid  going  from  Fort  Win- 
nebago to  the  rapids  of  Eock  Biver  (where  the  enemy  was  then 
supposed  to  be)  in  consequence  of  the  worn  down  condition  of  his 
horses ;  neither  did  he  refuse  to  go  without  written  orders  from 
Gen.  Henb7.  The'  facts  are,  that  Gen.  Dodge  was  the  first  to 
suggest  and  urge  this  course  to  Gens.  Henbt  and  Alrxakdeb — 
Gen.  HEsmY  assenting,  and  Gen.  Alezaitder  dissenting.  This  was 
the  universal  understanding  at  the  time  by  all  parties.  I  have 
sinoe  been  informed  by  Ool.  Dabtiel  M.  PABKiBoir,  of  Lafiiyette 
50 
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conntvi  who  commanded  a  company  nnder  Gren.  Dodos  at  the 
time,  and  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  both  Gten,  Dodoe  and 
Gen.  Henrt,  that  such  was  the  fact,  that  ho  was  present  and 
heard  the  conversation. 

Neither  is  it  trne,  that  Ghen.  Hexbt's  men  and  officers  attempted 
to  mntinize  at  this  place.  I  deem  it  qnite  unfair  as  well  as  nn- 
generoas  in  the  extreme,  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  Gen.  Hkar- 
bt's  men  and  officers,  and  every  body  else,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  Gen.  Jacksojt  of  Gen.  Hii^Y— a  thing  which  Gen. 
Henbt  woald  never  have  done ;  he  was  a  brave  and  generous 
man,  and  no  man  esteemed  bim  higher  than  I  did.  I  had  known 
him  from  my  boyhood,  and  he  had  been  one  of  my  father's  warm- 
est and  most  intimate  friends  for  more  than  ten  years.  But  at  the 
same  time,  many  of  his  friends  and  officers  were  my  friends  and 
intimate  acqaaintances,  and  are  yet  living,  and  it  is  bnt  justice 
to  them  that  I  should  repel  this  slander.''^ 

From  this  point  Gen.  Dodge  was  certainly  the  main-spring,  the 
life  and  energy  of  the  army,  suggesting  and  planning  all  its 
movements;  and  none  could  be  mistaken  in  this  particular  who 
were  piesent,  and  unprejudiced.  This  was  but  natural,  and  can 
be  said  without  any  just  prejudice  to  the  reputation  of  Qea. 
Henby.  Gen.  Dodob  had  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  a  military 
man,  and  as  an  Indian  fighter.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  with  the  Winnebagoes,  (who  were  our  guides),  with  Mr. 
PoQUETTB,  (who  was  our  interpreter) ;  and  Gen.  Henbt  was  not 
so  vain-glorious,  as  to  be  unwilling  to  be  governed  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  Gen.  Dodge. 

Many  particulars  on  the  march  from  this  Point,  (Fort  Wume* 
bago),  to  the  Wisconsin,  are  very  incorrectly  given,  and  many 
omitted  by  Gov.  Fobd.  But  as  it  is  not  my  purpose,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  to  point  out  all  of  the  mistakes  of  Gov.  FoibDi 
only  where  they  effect  the  parties  concerned,  I  will  only  notice 


*It  would  app«Ar  th«t  than  wmt,  after  all,  •omethlog  th  at  aqtUnted  tdwarda  mutii^  unaag  % 
Mon  of  G«s.  UixKT's  troopi.    W  har*  Got.  Fobd'b  itatemcBt  eorroboratad  tj  G«t.  Bsraouti  la  I 
l^orndTiam.   U  Q«b.  BaacKn's  itrMiin^  aUuioii  viU  alM  to  fo  ad  to  L.CLa. 
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two,  which  are  of  the  Bame  note,  and  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  one 
that  there  is  considerable  gness  work  abont  his  history. 

First,  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  killing  of  an  Indian  on  the 
bank  of  the  Third  Lake,  near  where  the  Lake  House  now  stands; 
a  circumstance  known  to  all  of  the  first  settlers  of  Madison. 
Second,  he  says  two  Indians  were  killed  about  noon  of  the  day 
on  which  the  troops  marched  from  this  place  to  the  Wisconsin, 
when  there  was  bat  one.  The  incorrectness  of  these  particulars 
and  many  others  that  might  be  pointed  out  are  sufficient  to  satisfy 
my  mind  that  the  main  objects  of  Gov.  Ford  In  writing  this  His- 
tory of  the  Black  Hawk  voar  was,  first,  to  make  money,  and  next, 
to  detract  from  the  well  earned  fame  of  Gen.  Dodge. 

The  particulars  of  the  battle  of  the  Wisconsin  are  as  incorrectly 
given  as  any  man  could  give  them  who  knows  nothing  of  them 
whatever.  The  Indians  are  said  to  have  flanked  to  the  right, 
when  they  most  certainly  flanked  to  the  left.  Gen.  Dodge  is  said  to 
have  refused  to  charge  the  enemy,  without  reinforcements ;  when 
the  facts  are  that  he  charged  them,  with  his  single  squadron 
alone,  and  received  almost  their  entire  fire  and  killed  many  of 
their  number,  before  any  of  the  Illinois  forces  could  be  brought 
successfully  to  bear  upon  them.  This  was  in  consequence  of  his 
position  in  front,  where  Gen.  Henby  had  placed  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  first  fire  and  terrific  yell  of  the  Indians ; 
having,  as  Gen.  Hensy  expressed  it  himself,  some  doubts  whether 
his  men  would  stand  the  first  fire  and  the  frightful  savage  yell ; 
and  well  he  might  have  some  doubts  of  this  character,  as  the  Il- 
linois troops  had,  upon  two  occasions,  fied  at  the  first  onset  of  the 
Indians. 

Upon  the  second  charge  upon  this  occasion,  it  is  most  untrue, 
that  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  men  took  no  part  in  the  charge,  as  the 
idea  is  clearly  conveyed  in  the  chapters  published  in  your  paper. 
This  charge  was  suggested  by  Gen.  Dodge  to  Gen.  Hsnby,  as  I 
am  most  credibly  informed,  and  I  know  upon  this  occasion  as  up- 
on  all  others,  where  I  was  with  the  army,  that  Gen.  Dodgers 
squadron  was  the  foremost,  most  prompt  and  energetic.    To  say 
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anything  else  of  them  is  moat  Bugenerous  as  well  as  moat  untroe. 
Thej  were  in  their  own  conntrj,  defending  their  own  immediate 
fismilies  and  firesides,  and  it  was  expected  of  them  that  they 
wonid  take  the  foremost  rank  at  all  times  of  danger,  and  in  no 
instance  was  that  expectation  disappointed. 

At  the  battle  of  Bad  Ax,  Gen.  Dodge  and  his  squadron  are 
again  grossly  misrepresented  by  Gov.  Fobd's  Histoiy,  as  I  am 
informed  by  those  who  were  there,  and  with  whom  I  hare  con- 
Tersed  since  seeing  the  publication  in  your  paper,  and  in  whom 
I  have  the  utmost  confidence,  as  their  version  of  the  afiair  oonea- 
ponds  with  what  I  have  always  understood  to  be  the  fiscts.  That 
here,  as  upon  other  occasions,  Grov.  Dodge  and  his  squadron  were 
in  front,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight;  Capt  Dickson,  of  Grant 
county,  commanded  the  spy  company,  and  brought  on  the  engage- 
ment between  the  scattering  parties,  while  CSapt  Gbtebt,  of  Iowa 
county,  with  his  company,  brought  on  the  engagement  between 
the  main  bodies. 

Again,  it  is  not  true  that  Gen.  Hekbt  was  placed  in  the  rear, 
in  charge  of  the  baggage  traius.  First,  there  were  no  such  trains 
upon  this  occasion,  as  every  man  carried  hia  own  provisions. 
Second,  Gen.  Henbt  marched  next  in  front  to  Gen.  Dodgers  com- 
mand; and  that  Gen.  Atkisbosx  had  no  wish  to  degrade  Gen. 
Hesibt,  or  detract  in  the  slightest  decree  from  the  merit  he  was 
entitled  to,  as  intimated  in  Gov.  Fobd's  History,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  mention  the  fact,  that  after  the  battle  at  this  place  was 
over.  Gen.  Ationson  met  G^n.  Henbt  and  Gren.  Dodge  both  at 
the  same  time,  and  taking  each  of  them  by  the  hand,  said,  with 
much  warmth  and  feeling :  "  my  brave  fellows,  you  have  forced 
me  on  to  victory." 

Without  wishing  to  do  the  slightest  injustice  to  Grov.  Fobd  or  Us 
History,  I  am  constrained  in  justice  to  all  parties  concerned,  and 
injustice  to  the  truth  of  history,  to  say,  that  the  accounts  which 
he  gives  of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  incidents  contained  in  the  two 
chapters  published  in  your  paper,  are  very  incorrect,  and  I  hope 
I  may  be  permitted  to  make  the  remark,  that  too  many  of  our 
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histories  are  written  by  men,  like  Gov.  Fobd,  who  know  nothing 
personally  of  the  matters  about  which  they  write. 
.  The  killing  of  St.  Ybaih  and  his  party,  tod  the  battle  of  the 
Pekatonica,  are  very  imperfectly  and  incorrectly  given  by  Gov. 
FoED.  I  was  at  the  bnrying  of  Mr.  tit.  Vbain  and  his  party,  at 
which  Aquilla  Floyd  was  also  present,  who  had  with  two 
others  of  the  party,  made  his  escape,  and  his  account  of  the  af- 
fair certainly  bears  no  analogy  to  that  given  by  Gov.  Ford.  I  was 
also  an  unimportant  actor  in  the  battle  of  the  Pekatonica,  and 
know  the  account  given  by  Gov.  Foed  to  be  quite  as  I  have  stated. 
The  affair  at  Pekatonica  was  the  first  defeat  that  the  Indians 
had  met  with  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  They  were 
a  chosen  band  of  fourteen,  occupying  the  most  advantageoas  po- 
sition, under  the  bank  of  a  slough  completely  covered,  or  con- 
cealed by  thick  under- brush.  We  were  nineteen  in  number,  and 
exposed  to  their  cool  and  deliberate  first  fire,  at  which  four  of  our  . 
men  fell,  leaving  us  but  one  superior  to  them  in  numbers.  It  was 
a  hand-to-hand  encounter,  steel  clashed  against  steel,  the  woods 
resounded  with  the  most  terrific  yell  of  the  savage,  until  the  last 
one  was  exterminated ;  and  had  you  been  there,  I  am  confident, 
Ur.  Editor,  you  would  have  thought  it  a  little  more  than  a  simple 
hiUing  of  a  few  red  skins. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  J^ndians  had  been  signally  triumphant  in 
every  engagement  Maj.  SnLLMAif,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eish-wau. 
kee  Biver,  about  80  miles  above  Dixon,  on  the  Rock  Biver,  had 
been  most  shamefully  defeated,  by  a  force  much  inferior  to  his 
own.  Soon  after  this,  Ool.  (at  that  time  Maj.)  DsiiSNT,  at  Eellogg's 
Grove,  suffered  a  most  disastrous  defeat  by  a  much  inferior  force 
to  his  own ;  and,  not  long  after  this,  Maj.  Stephenson,  command- 
ing the  most  chosen  troops  of  Illinois,  was  also  signally  defeated 
by  the  enemy.*  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  enemy  had,  in  every 
instance,  been  victorious  over  the  Illinois  forces.     Being  em- 


*  Striotlj  speaking,  Ifi^on  SnmvBosr  and  Dniirr*!  eneonnten  with  the  IndUoa  happM«d  after 
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boldcncd  by  these  decisive  victories,  achieved  over  mnch  snperior 
forcoH,  and  in  quick  succession,  they  conceived  the  bold  and  dar- 
ing project  of  making  themselves  complete  masters  of  this  conn- 
try,  by  ut  once  attacking  and  destroying  the  defenseleas  inhabit- 
ants, wliich  bold  movement  they  carried  into  operation  by  a 
BiinultaiuM>u8  attack  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Apple  River,  Sinon- 
uwu  Mounds,  in  Grant  County,  Blue  Mounds,  and  Hamilton's  set- 
Uuntont.  Gun.  Dodgu  had  just  at  this  period,  returned  from  an 
oxpoilition  to  Ottawa,  on  the  Illinois  River,  where  Gen.  Atkinsoh 
wiiM  thou  at  lioad  quarters  with  the  main  forces  of  the  army. 

Gon.  IKtiuiK  had  made  this  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
Hontini;  to  (ion.  Atkinson,  the  exposed  and  defenseless  condition 
K\(  thiit  oiMintry,  and  ur^o  upon  him  the  necessity  and  importance 
i\(  prompt  luul  onor^otic  movements  on  the  part  of  the  army. 

Tliiit  was  the  second  tri|)  Gen.  Dodge  had  made  to  the  main  army 
(\tr  thin  purposo,  and  for  the  additional  purpose  of  obtaining  some 
imiuodirtio  forco  with  which  ho  could  successfully  keep  the  ene- 
my in  oUov'k,  until  the  main  body  could  reach  this  country.  But 
failing  of  this  lust  object,  he  hastened  home,  when,  after  almost 
inoosMUit  marohin^  fi»r  eight  days  and  nights,  he  arrived  just  in 
tiuio  lo  u)eet  the  threatened  danger,  and  gave  the  first  and  effec- 
tual epeek  to  the  ;iuaiieity  o\^  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  the  Peka- 
tonioa. 

Gen.  Dopge's  entire  force  at  this  time  did  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  and  they  were  dis:  ereed  in  every  part  of  the 
con:,  try  ac  their  respective  forts ;  but  by  the  most  prompt,  energetic 
and  ptrsoveriutr  movements  of  Gen.  Dvuxje,  (aided  by  everv  one 
of  his  officers  and  men,)  from  one  point  of  danger  to  another  the 
enemy  was  kept  in  check  until  the  slow  movements  of  the  main 
army  enabled  it  to  reach  this  country.  After  its  arrival  here,  so 
discouraged  and  disheartened  were  many  of  the  Ulinois  troops 
with  the  slow  and  unsuccessful  movements  of  their  ofiScera,  that 
they  sought  to  make  Gen.  Dodge  their  commander,  (I  aay  not  this 
of  Gen.  IIlary's  men,  with  him  they  were  fully  satisfied,)  and  it 
would  no  doubt  have  been  fortunate  for  Oen.  DoDoa  had  thi^  utiB- 
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faction  prevailed  with  the  men  throughont,  for  I  am  confident  that 
it  was  the  jealousy  of  the  Illinois  officers  towards  Gen.  Dodob, 
growing  out  of  this  cause,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  false  state- 
ments respecting  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Dodqb  upon  the  occasions 
alluded  to  in  Gov.  Fojekd's  history.  It  is  but  just  to  say,  and  I  do 
say  it  without  the  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  after  the 
main  army  reached  this  country,  every  prompt  and  energetic 
movement  of  the  troops  which  had  a  tendency  to  overtake  tlie  In- 
dians and  terminate  the  war,  was  suggested  and  urged  forward 
by  Gen.  Dodge  ;  and  if  any  particular  credit  is  duo  to  any  one  in- 
dividual for  the  successful  termination  of  the  war,  it  is  certainly 
due  to  Gen.  Dougjs.  I  am  confident  in  my  own  mind,  and  I  have 
heard  the  remark  often  from  men  in  the  Illinois  forces,  as  well  as 
men  of  this  country,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the. prompt  and 
energetic  movements  of  Gen.  Dodge,  the  Indians  would  have 
made  themselves  masters  of  this  country,  despite  Gen.  Atkinson 
and  the  "  SucJclv  army,"  as  it  was  called.  This  was  the  universal 
impression  and  expression  at  the  time  of  all  unprejudiced  per- 
sons. 

All  the  historians  who  have  written  respecting  this  war,  liave 
given  Geu.  Dodge  the  credit  of  beiiig  the  principal  man  in  it^ 
These  men,  or  many  of  them,  write  from  dates  kept  by  them,  in 
camp,  kept  from  day  to  day,  and  not  from  information  given  them 
by  jealous  and  unsatisfied  officers,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
superior  sagacity  of  Gov.  ITokd,  of  Illinois,  the  extremely  small 
and  insignificant  part  which  Gen.  Dodge  took*,  or  acted,  in  the 
Black  JIawk  war  would  probably  never  have  been  known. — 
How  long  it  took  to  make  this  discovery,  we  are  not  informed. 
£ut  one  thing  is  certain,  that  it  never  came  to  light  until  about  22 
years  after  the  circumstances* took  place,  and  not  until  after  the 
author,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  of  his  sources  of  information 
had  passed  out  of  existence. 

I  have  not  the  least  fears,  but  that  a  just  and  discriminating 
public  will  readily  discover  the  tme  object  of  the  historian.  As 
to  the  secret  conuivajQce  of  Gen.  Dodge  and  Doctor  Pbilleo  about 
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the  pablioation  of  the  battle  ot  the  Wiseoiisin  in  sach  a  way  as  to 
rob  General  Hsxtbt  of  his  merit  in  that  affair,  I  know  nothing, 
and  moreover  do  not  believe  there  is  one  word  of  truth  in  it  I 
know  that  the  account  published  in  that  paper  (the  €hdenian)  of 
that  battle,  as  well  as  all  others,  was  substantially  true,  and  I  also 
know  that  Gton.  Henst  was  too  bold  and  daring  a  man  to  have 
passed  uunoticed  any  snch  low  and  cowardly  conducL  Neither 
would  Gen.  Dodgk  or  Dr.  PmLLSo  (who  was  a  brave  and  warm- 
hearted man,  and  an  old  friend  and  ac^naintance  of  G^n.  HEsner) 
have  been  guilty  of  any  such  meanness. 

The  letter  which  purports  to  have  been  written  by  Grov.  Ford, 
to  Gen.  Dodge  may  have  been  ^vritten,  but  I  am  confident  no  such 
letter  was  ever  received  by  Gren.  Dodge — at  least,  I  never  heard 
of  it. 

Gov.  Ford  endeavors  to  throw  disrespect  upon  G^n.  Dodge  for 
assuming  to  bo  Colonel  commanding  Michigan  volunteers,  when 
in  fact  he  was  only  Major,  as  Gov.  Ford  calls  him.  If  Gov.  Ford 
had  been  correctly  informed  on  this  subject,  as  he  should  have 
been  upon  all  others  about  which  he  wrote,  he  would  have  known 
that  Gten.  Dodge  was  in  &ct  Colonel  commanding  Michigan  volon-. 
teei:s.  We  were  then  under  Michigan  jurisdiction,  and  General 
Dodge  was  appointed  Colonel  by  Gton.  Cabs,  the  Governor  of  the 
then  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  his  forces  were  Michigan  volnn- 
teers. 

I  liave  already  extended  this  communication  much  beyond 
what  I  contemplated  in  the  out^tart  I  am  well  aware,  that  my 
commnnication  is  not  written  in  the  same  interesting,  racy  and 
spicy  manner  as  Gk)v.  Ford  wrote,  but  it  contains  &ctB  derived 
mostly  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  most  reliable  sources,  and  as  you  no  doubt  had  no  motive  in 
the  publication  of  Gov.  Ford's  chapters,  except  that  juatice  should 
be  done  to  all,  you  will  no  doubt  readily  give  this  the  same  pub- 
licity. 

I  would  here  remark,  that  I  have  not  been  prompted  to  write 
this  communication  by  any  feelings  of  obligation  to  Gtoiu  DoDOiy 
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or  anj  one  else ;  but  solely  that  justice  may  be  done  him,  as  well 
.    as  others  concerned. 

L  I  am,  Sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

r  PETER  PAROSON,  Jb, 


.  »• 
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APPENDIX  HO.  12. 


FURTHER  STRICTURES  ON  GOV.  FORD'S  HISTORY  OF  THE 

BLACK  HAWK  WAR. 

BT  GEN.  CHABLES  BRADKBN. 

A  {^ATKIIENT  OF  THE  IfOYEMENTS  OT  THE  AMERICAN  TROOPS  PRIOR   AND  LSADIXO  10 
THE  BATTLES  OF  WISCONSIN  HEIGHTS  AND  THE  BAD  AX. 

Gen.  Wm.  R.  SMirn,  Pres't  of  the  Wis.  State  His,  Society : 

Sib  : — Some  time  in  the  spring  of  1847,  Captain  Jakes  H.  Get- 
TBT  called  on  me,  as  I  understood,  at  tbe  request  of  Gen.  Hinst 
Dodge,  stating  that  Governor  Fobd  had  in  some  lectures  deUv- 
ered  by  him  the  previous  winter  before  the  Illinois  Legislature  at 
Springfield,  in  that  State,  made  numerous  mis-statements  with 
regard  to  General  Dodge,  touching  events  in  the  JBlack  Saiwk 
icar^  requesting  me,  who  had  served  on  his  staff,^  and  as  one  fam- 
iliar with  those  events,  to  make  a  statement  of  them  in  writing; 
more  particularly  as  to  the  means  used  by  him  at  Fort  Winneba- 
go, to  ascertain  precisely  the  whereabouts  of  Black  Hawk  and 
his  warriors,  and  to  induce  Generals  Henby  and  Alexakdeb  to 
disobey  the  orders  of  General  Atkinson,  (which  required  them  to 
return  to  his  camp  by  the  same  route  by  which  they  had  marched 
to  the  fort,)  as  by  returning  to  Rock  River  in  a  more  northerlj 
direction,  they  would  place  the  enemy  between  Atkietson  and 
themselves,  and  thereby  force  them  to  battle. 
— — 1 • 

*  Lieut.  Bracked  acted  A9  aid  to  Oen.  Doixii,  and  adjutant  of  Dodob'b  regiment,  and  wu  th*  oalj 
•f&eer  of  Dodge'b  command  who  was  mounted  during  the  hattle  of  Wiaoonsln  Heights.  Gen.  BKacixf 
lua  been  long  and  prominently  in  public  life,  and  serred  ai  reprMeatatlTt  in  tlma  jtnlum  of  tlia  ftr- 
ritorial  Legiilature— 1839-40.  L.  C.  tt 
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Such  statement  I  then  declined  making,  which  I  now  very 
much  regret,  because  I  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  General  Dodg» 
to  refute  by  any  other  than  his  own  statement  the  many  misrep- 
resentations with  regard  to  himself,  which  were  summed  up  in 'a 
letter  addressed  by  Governor  Ford  to  him,  dated  from  Versailles, 
Brown  county,  HI.,  April  13th,  1847.  I  further  regret  that  I  did 
not  make  such  statement  at  that  time,  because,  if  submitted  to 
Governor  FoBD,  it  might  have  been  the  means  of  enlightening 
him  on  the  subject,  and  thereby  prevented  him  from  publishing 
many  misrepresentations  that  now  appear  in  his  book  as  history. 

Having  very  lately  perused  Gov.  Ford's  history,  and  seen  in  it 
so  many  misrepresentations,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it 
is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  future,  and  an  act  of  justice  which  I 
owe  to  Gen.  Dodge,  to  state  what  I  personally  know,  more  par- 
ticularly regarding  the  movements  under  Dodge  and  Henry  from 
Fort  Winnebago,  by  which  the  Indians  were  overtaken  and  de- 
feated at  the  Wisconsin  ;  wherein  *I  diflTer  materially  from  Gover- 
nor Ford,  as  well  as  in  some  other  matters  touching  that  campaign. 

It  is  my  intention  to  place  this  Rtatement  in  the  archive?  of 
your  Society,  but  before  I  do  so,  I  submit  it  to  the  public  in  print,* 
so  that  if  I  have  made  any  misrepresentations,  they  may  be  cor- 
rected. I  will  here  state,  that  in  my  narrative  of  the  war,  pub- 
lished in  your  History  of  Wisconsin,  at  page  219  in  the  third  vol- 
ume, you  say,  "  a  detachment  of  some  250  men,  consisting  of  the 
commands  of  Henry,  Posey,  Alexander  and  Dodge."  You 
should  have  said,  "  Dodge's  command  of  about  250  men,  together 
with  Henry's  and  Alexander's  brigades."  I  merely  refer  to  this 
error  in  your  history,  because,  if  not  corrected,  there  would  ap- 
pear to  be  a  discrepancy  between  it  and  my  present  statement. 


Every  person  who  has  read  Ford's  history  of  Illinois,  will  agiee 
with  the  author  of  the  introduction  to  the  work,  that  Gov.  Fobd 
was  '*  a  man  of  strong  feelings."    I  knew  him  personally,  and  can 

•  Thli  article  flrnt  ftpp«At«d  in  fhe  Mineral  PlHnt  Democrat  April  30th,  1860.  L.  a  OL 
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bear  mj  testimony,  that  if  he  poBseseed  great  bitterness  of  fael- 
ing  towards  those  he  disliked  or  considered  his  enemieB,  ho  was 
as  warmly  deroted  to  his  friends ;  and  saving  his  prejudices,  he 
was  truly  an  honest  man.  It  must  also  be  apparent  to  those  who 
have  perused  his  history,  that  it  has  been  compiled  principally 
from  his  recollection  of  men  and  things,  and  from  information  de- 
rived from  others.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  Black  HawJc  wa/r.  Grovemor  Fobd  did  not  serve  in  that 
war,  was  not  present  at  any  of  the  events  <^f  which  he  speaks,  and 
consequently  he  has  been  made  the  instrument  of  some  small 
men  in  Illinois,  who  are  their  own  trumpeters,  to  land  their  feats 
of  arms  and  to  detract  from  others. 

About  the  first  of  July,  1832,  the  army  conunanded  by  Gen. 
Atkinson,  operating  against  Blaoe  Hawk  and  his  warriors,  moved 
up  the  valley  of  Bock  Kiver.  The  right  wing,  composed  of  the 
ITnited  States  regular  soldiers  and  Henbt's  brigade  of  Illinois 
volunteers,  commanded  by  Gen.  Atkinson  in  person,  marched  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  Gen.  Albxandeb's  brigade  formed  the 
centre ;  and  the  left  wing,  consisting  of  Posey's  brigade  and  the 
miners  under  Gen.  Henby  Dodge,  rendezvoused  at  Wiota,  and 
marched  from  that  place  about  the  same  time  for  Kosh-ko-nong 
Lake. 

Gen.  Dodge's  command  consisted  of  five  companies  of  mounted 
men,  commanded  by  Captains  Gentby,  Olabk,  Diokson,  Pabkibon 
and  Jones,  and  about  twenty  Menomonee  Indians  and  eight  or 
ten  white  men,  commanded  by  OoL  W.  S.  Hamilton.  On  the 
march,  near  Sugar  Biver,  he  was  joined  by  Oapt.  Jakes  W.  Sra- 
fhenson's  company  of  about  eighty  men  from  Galena,  which  made 
his  force  fully  three  hundred  men.  Near  the  Four  Lakes,  the 
WmTE  Okow,  or  Blind^  a  Winnebago  chief,  also  joined  him  with 
aboat  thirty  warriors. 

Before  arriving  at  Kosh-ko-nong,  the  officers  and  men  of  Dodge's 
command  became  dissatisfied  with  Posey's  brigade.  Ko  one  ques- 
tioned G^n.  Posey's  courage,  and  all  admitted  him  to  be  a  gentle- 
men ,  yet  he  did  not  possess  the  firmness  requisite  to  command 
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▼olanteers ;  and  though  he  had  imder  his  command  many  intelli- 
gent and  brave  men  and  good  officers,  yet  his  want  of  decision 
rendered  his  men  insubordinate  and  disorderly.  Fearful  if  we 
should  encounter  the  enemy,  that  they  would'desert  us,  and  leave 
ms  to  be  overpowered  by  numbers,  the  miners  to  a  man  insisted 
on  exchanging  them  for  either  Henby's  or  Alsxandeb's  brigade. 
This  was  effected  on  our  arriving  at  Lake  Kosh-ko^ong.  After  we 
had  pitched  our  camp  for  the  night  at  that  place,  Gen.  Dodgb  re- 
paired to  Ateinsok's  camp,  which  was  about  six  miles  distant,  at 
the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  procured  an  exchange  of  Posey's  for 
Alexajndeb's  brigade.  Gen.  Alexander  having  joined  us  early 
the  next  morning,  we  moved  up  the  west  side  of  Bock  Biver,  and 
on  the  second  day  joined  Gen.  Atkinson  at  the  Burnt  Village  on 
Bark  Biver. 

The  provisions  of  the  volunteers  being  nearly  exhausted.  Dodge's 
command,  with  Bjxtby's  and  Alexander's  brigades,  were  ordered 
to  Fort  Winnebago,  about  fifty  miles  distant,  for  supplies.  G^n. 
Dodge  with  his  command  of  between  two  hundred  and  fifty  and 
three  hundred  men,  proceeded  in  advance  of  Henby  and  Alex- 
andeb.  This  was  a  movement  fraught  with  the  greatest  danger 
to  him  and  his  command ;  the  march  was  directly  toward  the  ene- 
my, who  were  estimated  at  from  800  to  1200  warriors.  Had  we 
encountered  them,  being  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  B- 
linois  brigade,  we  must  have  been  overpowered.  Fortune,  how- 
ever, favored  us,  and  we  reached  Fort  Winnebago  on  the  evening 
of  the  second  day,  and  shortly  after  were  joined  by  Henby's  and 
Albxandeb's  brigades. 

On  arriving  at  the  fort.  Gen.  Dodge  at  once  set  to  work  to  find 
out  the  position  of  the  enemy  from  a  number  of  Winnebago  In- 
dians who  were  at  that  time  at  the  fort.  This  he  effected  through 
PiEBBE  PoQUETiE,  a  half-brccd  and  their  interpreter,  over  whom 
he  had  great  influence.  Through  him  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
were  encamped  on  Bock  Biver,  at  a  place  now  known  as  Hustis' 
Bapids.  Having  ascertained  the  position  of  the  enemy,  his  next 
object  was  to  prevail  on  Generals  Henby  and  Alexander  to  dis- 
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obey  their  orders  from  Gen.  Atkinson,  by  varying  tho  line  of 
inarch  in  returning  to  his  camp,  so  that,  by  striking  Bock  Biver 
above  the  enemy,  they  would  place  them  between  Atkinson  and 
themselves,  and  as  it  was  known  that  the  Indians  were  encum- 
bered with  their  women  and  children,  they  could  be  forced  into 

a  battle. 

The  negotiation  on  this  subject  was  opened  first  with  Gen. 
Hknby  by  Maj.  James  W.  Stephenson,  of  the  Galena  company, 
serving  under  Gen.  Dodoe.  Between  Hknby  and  Stephenson  the 
closest  intimacy  existed;  they  had  been  arraigned  together  at  Ei 
wardsville,  111.,  for  a  high  crime,  of  which,  however,  they  had 
been  honorably  acquitted.  lilaj.  Stephenson  possessed  great  inflar 
ence  over  Gen.  Henby,  and  on  this  occasion  he  used  that  influ* 
ence  to  induce  him  to  embrace  warmly  the  plans  of  Gen.  Dodge. 
The  co-operation  of  Uenby  being  secured,  the  subject  was  thai 
submitted  to  a  council  composed  of  the  superior  officers  of  the 
two  brigades.  Alexandeb  and  the  officers  of  his  brigade  altoge- 
ther refused  to  join  the  expedition,  and  the  officers  of  one  regi- 
ment of  Henby's  brigade  also  refused  to  march  in  that  direction, 
but  were  finally  prevailed  on  to  do  so. 

Dodoe  and  Uenby  having  agreed  on  their  line  of  action,  prep* 
aratious  were  immediately  made  for  a  march.  All  the  men  of 
of  their  respective  commands  who  were  riding  horses  that  were 
unfit  for  the  expedition,  were  discharged.  In  Dodge's  command 
these  amounted  to  about  twenty-five  men.  He  was  not  reinforced 
here  by  Cbaig^s  company  from  Galena ;  but  that  company,  how- 
ever,  subsequently  joined  him  and  did  good  service  after  we  had 
crossed  the  Wisconsin  river  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Bad- 
Ax.  Having  secured  tlie  services  of  Poquette  and  a  number  of 
Winnebago  Indians  as  guides,  the  ex2)edition,  numbering  aboat 
seven  hundred  men,  marched  on  the  15th  of  July,  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy  on  Eock  Eivcr.  Arriving  at  an  Indian  village  on 
the  river  on  the  third  day,  no  indications  of  the  enemy  were  found 
other  than  some  trails  that  appeared  to  be  several  days  old.  From 
here  an  express  was  dispatched  to  Gen.  Atkinson  ;  this  ezpreaSi 
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after  proceeding  a  few  miles  down  the  river,  fell  in  with  a  fresh 
trail  of  the  enemj,  evidentlj  bearing  towards  the  Wisconsin  river, 
imd  immediately  returned  and  reported  their  discovery. 

PoQUETTE  and  the  Winnebago  Indians,  from  the  time  we  left 
fhe  fort,  at  all  onr  halts  and  encampments,  invariably  made  their 
camp-fires  close  to  that  of  Gen.  Dodgk.  No  man  who  knew  him, 
■  ever  suspected  the  honesty  or  patriotism  of  PoQUETnc.  He  pos- 
*  sessed  unbounded  influence  over  the  Indians ;  treachery  could  not 
^  have  existed  among  them  in  our  camp  without  his  knowing  it ; 
'  ftnd  none  in  that  encampment  ever  heard  betore  it  was  printed  in 
^Fobd'6  History,  that  Major  Mubbat  MoConnell  had  discovered 
{that  those  Indians  were  treacherous ;  that  he  had  single  handed 
<  and  alone,  stopped  more  than  a  dozen  of  warriors  in  their  flight 
ifrom  our  camp,  carried  tliem  to  the  quarters  of  General  Henby, 
I  tvhere  they  confessed  their  treason — and  all  this  too  without  the 
!  assistance  of  Poquette,  their  interpreter,  the  only  man  in  the  camp 
I  who  c:>uld  render  into  English  a  single  word  they  said  !* 

8  -^ 

'      *  Whether  Got.  Ford  hM  mad*  lome  miiUke  in  this  nuitler,  we  know  not,  bat  Gov.  RmroLOS,  in  his 

veeent  Lijc  and  Time*,  Mems  to  corrobonto  it    IUtholm  itstei,  that  on  the  second  day's  march  Of 

Qen.  HfXRT  and  Col.  Dodoe  from  Fort  Wimicbago,  their  spies  sezied  tiro  unarmed  Indians  who  uiid 

.  Hmj  were  Winnebagoee,  but  the  whites  considered  them  as  Sanks,  and  spies  of  Black  ILlwk  ;  and  with 

'  tbiM  impression,  tbej  were  confined.  That  npon  the  retam  of  Adjutants  Woodbbxdoi  and  lIxRBXMA]r»  tud 

•  their  Indian  guide,  a  chief  called  LittlxTbuxdir,  when  Woodbbidge  narrowlj  escaped  being  shot  bj  on  f 

;  of  the  sentinels  in  the  dai^  the  two  Indian  prisoners,  who  had  heard  from  Littlb  TBuxdib  that.the  tra]| 

of  Black  ILawk'b  band  liad  been  disooTered,  managed  to  eflbct  their  escape,  but  were  re^captnred  in  thig 

wfse :  *'  Major  MoCoinmL,"  sajs  Got.  Rxtkolm,  *'had  been  out  about  dark  reoonnoiteilng  some  dis- 

ts»oe  firom  the  main  army  with  another  person,  and  bad  fbnnd  the  Indian  trail  of  Black  Hawk.    The 

Indiniual  returned  alone  to  the  army,  and  reported  the  Diet  Just  at  dark— KcCobxill  was  still  reoonnol- 

terI&g->two  Indians  came  through  some  brush-wood,  within  ten  yards  of  him,  and  ono  of  them  gaTt  An 

Indian  wh«op,  eridently  showing  great  alarm.    McCommx  supposed  tho  Indians  were  the  enemj,  and 

WM  about  shtotiag,  when  one  of  them  cried  out  in  tolerable  English,  *Good  Indian,  mo  I— good  Win- 

Bobago  r  McCcnnriLL  immediately  discoTcred  that  they  were  the  two  prisoners  who  had  been  tw^TO^**'*g 

with  the  army     Iv  captured  them,  and  tied  their  hands  behind  their  backs,  and  marched  them  to  camp. 

Ib  this  enterprise  wi\h  tho  Indians,  and  throughout  the  whole  campaign,  Ui^or  lIoOoiorBLL  displayed 

offldency  and  courage  m  a  soldier  and  an  officer,  which  won  for  him  tho  approbation  of  the  whole  atmy. 

Tholndlm  prisoners  conftued  their  guilt,  that  they  were  spies  for  Black  Hawk.    They  expected  to  be 

iliot ;  but  the  General  did  net  proclaim  their  guilt,  and  thoy  were  spared.  The  General  acted  with  ho. 

nani^,  as  the  army  was  then  bearly  on  the  Indian  trail,  and  the  spies  could  do  no  injury  to  the  whitio, 

Oftd  to  destroy  two  deluded,  unarmed  human  beings,  after  their  haTing  been  prisoners  for  some  tine, 

■oenod  to  be  a  cruel  act   The  Oeoetal  wio  oompoUed  to  oBerdse  much  coio  orer  the  Indians,  or  bobw 

^lontaer  might  hsTe  shot  them,  If  the  bd  had  been  known.'*    Mi^.  UoCoxMLfc  aUU  Utm,  ondU  *  vol 

dtizen  of  Illinois.  L.  C.  D. 
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Having  by  the  discoTerj  of  the  express  got  hold  of  someihiiig 
tangible  witti  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  the  pniBnit 
commenced  early  next  morning.  It  was  rapid  and  perseTering 
until  we  reached  the  Third  Lake,  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day*  Here  Gten.  Henbt  refused  to  advance,  until  a  neck 
of  land,  formed  by  the  junction  of  a  creek  with  the  lake,  oyer 
which  the  trail  of  the  Indians  led,  and  which  was  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  underbrush,  had  been  examined  by  our  spies, 
xmder  Oapt  Jo.  Dickson.  After  this  was  effected,  it  was  deemed 
too  late  for  a  further  advance  that  evening,  and  we  encamped  tea 
the  night  on  the  bank  of  the  lake. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  pursuit  was  renewed.  An  Indian 
who  was  sick  and  unable  to  travel,  was  shot  the  moment  the  eye  of 
Oapt.  Fbed.  Dioeson,  of  Capt.  Jo,  Dickson's  company  of  spiea^ 
fell  on  him,  he  not  being  aware  that  the  Indian  was  sick.  Iliifl 
Indian  was  killed  on  the  bank  of  Third  Lake,  within  less  than  one 
half  mile  of  where  the  Oapitol  now  stands.  Another  aick  or  dis- 
abled Indian  who  begged  for  quarters  was  shot  by  Dr.  PmLUO 
during  the  pursuit.  In  falling,  the  Indian  discharged  hia  gun,  ani 
wounded  a  young  man  of  Olabk's  company,  of  Dodok's  command. 

The  advance,  from  the  time  we  left  Bock  Biver,  preceded  b; 
Oapt.  Jo.  Dickson's  spies,  was  led  by  Ool.  W.  L.  D.  Ewmo's  bat- 
talion of  HsNBT  s  brigade,  the  order  of  march  being  in  two  col- 
umns. Dodge's  command  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  slow 
gait  at  which  Swing's  battalion  led  the  pursuit,  reasoned  amoof 
themselves  that  it  was  safer  to  dash  ahead,  overtake  the  enevij? 
and  fight  them  on  terra  Jlrmaf  than  to  suffer  them  (o  reacti  the 
islands  of  the  Wisconsin,  where  if  we  advanced  on  them,  wt 
would  be  without  cover  and  liable  to  be  shot  in  the  wafer.  Thej 
therefore  insisted  on  Gen.  Dodge's  taking  the  lead  and  engagisg 
the  enemy  with  his  command.  For  this  purpose  the  heads  of  oar 
columns,  striking  off  at  a  brisk  trot,  were  indi&ed  to  the  rigkl 
and  left  of  Ewing's  battalion.  On  seeing  this  movement,  that 
officer  urged  his  men  forward  with  blows  and  curaeSy  and  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  np  with  us,  and  held  a  position  in  our  centre. 
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In  this  order  we  advanced  rapidly,  halting  and  forming  once  or 
twice  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  some  nnmbere  in  oar 
front,  nntil  we  arrived  near  the  Wisconsin  bottom,  where  the 
horse  guard  was  told  off,  and  the  men  dismonnted.  This  had 
scarcely  been  effected,  when  Capt.  Diokson  and  his  spies  came 
galloping  over  a  ridge  a  little  in  advance  of  us,  pursued  by  a 
number  of  the  enemy.  The  columns  immediately  advanced, 
Swing's  battalion  forming  the  centre,  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and 
formed  in  line  by  wheeling  the  heads  of  columns  to  the  right. 
One  fire  from  our  line  caused  the  Indians  to  retreat  as  rapidly  as 
they  had  advanced.  We  occupied  this  position  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Hekbt  with  Collins',  Jones'  and  Fbt's  regiments, 
who,  owing  to  our  rapid  advance,  had  been  left  fiEur  in  the  rear. 
During  this  delay,  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  forces  on 
a  hill  *  that  commanded  our  position,  about  two  hundred  yards 
in  advance  of  us,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  oitr  line  for  fully 
one  hour  before  Hsnby  arrived,  and  arrangements  were  made  te 
charge  them.  When  the  line  of  battle  was  formed.  Dodge's  com- 
mand, including  Swing's  battalion,  formed  the  right  wing ;  Fbt^b 
regiment  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  position  on  our  right,  to  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  out-fianking  us  when  we  charged,  conse* 
quently  this  regiment  was  not  in  the  action.  As  I  before  re- 
marked, owing  to  the  delay  of  General  Hbnbt  in  coming  up,  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  had  concentrated  in  front  of  Dodob'b 
command.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Indian  conmiander,  who 
occupied  a  high  mound  which  overlooked  our  position,  was  de- 
ceived by  the  movement  of  Fbt's  regiment  to  our  right.  He 
reasonably  supposed  that  movement  was  to  cut  him  off  from  his 
women  and  children  at  the  river.  He  was  distinctly  heard  giving 
an  order  to  his  warriors  in  a  loud  voice,  who  immediately  re- 
treated. That  the  Indian  commander  fell  into  this  error,  is  con- 
firmed from  the  fact,  that  just  previous  to  the  charge,  the  hill 
fronting  the  right  wing  was  covered  with  Indians,  and  although 
our  advance  was  over  open  ground  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
yet  we  had  none  killed  and  but  one  man  wounded,  in  reaching 
12 
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the  position  occupied  by  them*.  The  actioD  lasted  hnt  a  short 
time  after  the  charge.  In  front  of  Dodge's  command  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  Indians  were  killed.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Winnebago  Indians  who  accompanied  ns  from  the  fort,  hid  in 
sink  holes  or  sheltered  behind  trees,  except  the  Whtts  Pawfke 
and  the  son  of  WnrrE  Grow,  who  together  with  Poqukttk  fell 
into  our  ranks,  and  fought  nncovered  like  white  men.  All  the 
Indians,  together  with  Poquette,  started  for  Fort  Winnebago  im- 
mediately after  the  action. 

I  have,  in  as  condensed  a  manner  as  possible,  given  the  move- 
ments of  General  Dodge  and  the  yolnnteers  under  his  command, 
from  the  time  we  joined  Posey  at  Wiota,  until  the  close  of  the 
battle  of  the  Wisconsin.  I  have  shown  conclusively,  if  credit  is 
due  to  any  one  for  having  overtaken  Black  Hawk  and  his  forces, 
and  defeating  them  at  the  Wisconsin,  it  is  to  General  Dodge.  He 
planned  the  enterprise,  and  owing  to  the  generous  support  he  re- 
ceived from  Gen.  Hekrt,  carried  it  out.  If  he  was  not  the  actual 
commander,  he  was  virtually  so.  He  was  the  only  officer  holding 
the  rank  of  Colonel  (the  highest  rank  to  which  he  could  be  ap- 
pointed under  the  Territorial  law)  commissioned  by  the  Governor 
of  Michigan  west  of  the  lake.  He  was  from  this  appointment 
sole  commander  of  the  militia  within  the  territory  which  was  the 
seat  of  war,  and  from  the  extent  of  his  command  entitled  to  the 
rank  of  a  Brigadier  General.  He  had  been  appointed  in  the  reg- 
ular service  as  commander  of  United  States  Rangers,  in  which 
corps  General  Henbt  had  been  appointed  to  a  captaincy  under 

*  The  IndUn  oommander  wan  Black  Hawk  himself  If  we  may  credit  hia  own  xianstiT*  of  that  af- 
Iftir.  '<  I  waa  monnted  on  a  fine  hone,"  says  Black  Hawk,  "  and  wai  pleased  to  sea  mj  warriort  ee 
biare.  I  addreieed  them  in  a  load  Toioe,  telling  them  to  stand  their  gronnd,  and  never  yield  It  to  the 
tatmy.  At  this  time,  I  wai  on  the  rise  of  a  hill,  where  I  wished  to  fonn  mj  warriors^  that  w«  might 
hare  some  adrantage  over  the  whites.  Bat  the  enemj  sncceeded  in  gaining  this  point,  which  eom- 
peUed  as  tp  iall  back  into  a  deep  rarine,  fh>m  whieh  we  continued  firing  at  them,  and  they  at  oa,  nntSl 
it  grew  dark.  My  hone  haring  been  wounded  twioe  daring  this  engegwnant,  and  fearing^  firom  faia  loft 
of  blood,  that  he  would  soon  gire  cat— «nd  finding  that  the  enemy  would  not  oome  n^r  enovgh  to 
reealTe  our  Are,  in  the  dusk  of  the  erening — and  knowing  that  our  women  and  children  had  had  aoA- 
aient  time  to  reaeh  the  ialand  in  the  Wisconsin,  I  ocdered  my  warrion  to  retom,  In  dUhnat  iwitoi, 
i^tM^M  t^t  the  Wisoonsln— and  were  astonished  to  find  that  tha  vamj  were  not  dbpoted  to  pfi- 
"^^^1'  LCD. 
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him.  Ha  was  by  many  years  the  senior  of  Oeneral  Hsnbt,  and 
had  been  a  Major  General  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  held  an 
important  command  on  that  frontier  in  the  war  of  1812,  when 
General  Hsnbt  was  in  his  boyhood^.  That  General  Henbt  vir- 
tually jrielded  the  command,  and  implicitly  entrusted  himself  and 
his  brigade  to  the  direction  of  General  Dodob,  are  apparent  from 
his  decluiiog  to  write  letters,  although  urged  to  do  so,  claiming 
the  honor  of  the  expedition  and  victory. 

General  Hbnby  was  truly  a  soldier,  bravest  among  the  brave ! 
He  was,  however,  young  and  inexperienced  in  warfare  of  any 
kind.  Being  patriotic  and  without  vanity,  and  anxious  to  put  ati 
end  to  the  war,  he  had  the  good  sense  to  know,  that  he  did  not 
detract  from  his  own  merits  by  yielding  to  the  guidance  of  one 
having  the  age  and  experience  of  Gen.  Dodgb. 

Governor  Fobd  states,  that  after  the  battle  of  the  Wisconsiny 
General  Dodge,  in  styling  himself  Oolonel  of  Michigan  volun- 
teers, assumed  a  rank  to  which  he  was  not  entitled ;  he  being  the 
commander  of  a  ^'  small  battalion  ;"  and  that  he  travelled  out  of 
the  line  of  his  duty  when  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Crawford  (now  Prairie  du  Ohien)  informing 
him  of  the  victory  over  the  Indians,  and  advising  him  of  the 
course  that  ought  to  be  adopted,  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  reach 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  by  descending  the  Wisconsin 
Biver.  I  have  heretofore  explained  the  command  Gen.  Dodob 
held  in  the  Michigan  militia,  consequently  he  assumed  no  rank 
to  which  he  was  not  entitled  ;  and  in  advising  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Crawford  of  the  course  he  thought  it  proper  for 
him  to  pursue  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Indians,  he  did  no 
more  than  his  duty. 

It  having  been  ascertained,  that  our  supplies  of  provisions  were 
not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pursue  the  enemy  across  the  Wis- 
consin, and  being  also  encumbered  with  a  number  of  woundedi 


•  And  in  that  war,  It  maj  further  U  added,  that  Oen.  Bbvet's  father  serred  nnder  Gen.  Doiwa  ; 
•ad  hence  Itla  not  atraage,  that  Oen.  HiHiT  ahooU  hare  paid  great  deftrenoe  and  zeepect  to  the  op^- 
iOBS  of  Oen.  Doooi,  who  wai  eo  moeh  hia  aenior  in  yeart,  and  his  inperior  ia  niUtaxy  ezpteieaoe* 

L.  0.  0« 
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it  was  thought  adyisable  to  return  to  the  Bine  Honnds,  which 
could  be  plainly  seen  from  an  eminence  near  the  battle  ground. 
On  onr  arrival  there,  Dodob's  command}  including  SiKPKnmos'B 
company*,  were  ordered  to  their  reepectiTe  peats,  with  ordera  to 
rendezTous  at  Helena  on  the  Wisconfiin,  as  soon  as  General  At- 
XXHSON  should  arrive  there  with  the  regular  forces. 

Gk>Yemor  Fobd  asserts  that  (General  Atkihboh  and  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army,  were  so  chagrined  at  the  success  of  Glenenl 
HxRiET  in  overtaking  and  conquering  the  Indians  at  the  Wiscon- 
sin, that  in  the  pursuit  from  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Bad  Ax,  Oen. 
Atkzkboh  placed  the  regular  soldiers  in  the  advance,  and  General 
HKiTBT  and  his  brigade  in  the  rear,  to  guard  the  baggage.  This 
is  very  far  from  the  truth.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
march  from  the  WisconaiD,  Dodob's  command  occupied  the  post 
of  honor,  forming  the  advanced  guard,  supported  by  the  regular 
soldiers  under  Col.  Z.  Tatlob  ;  Dlinoisians,  with  Hbitbt's  as  the 
leading  brigade,  bringing  up  the  rear.  That  Henbt's  brigade 
may  have  marched  next  to  the  baggage  train  of  the  regular  army 
is  no  doubt  true,  but  not  as  its  guard. 

It  cannot  be  questioned  that  Generals  Atkinson  and  Bbadt, 
Oolonels  Z.  Tatlob  and  Davenpobt,  and  the  ofScers  of  the  regu- 
lar army  serving  under  them,  were  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
qualifications  and  merits  of  Dodoe  and  Hknbt — ^no  newspaper 
pufis  could  impose  on  them — they  well  knew  to  whom  to  attribute 
the  movement  from  Fort  Winnebago,  by  which  the  enemy  was 
overtaken  and  defeated  at  the  Wisconsin,  and  those  oflScers  felt 
that  the  regular  army  was  not  degraded  when  the  post  of  honor 
was  occupied,  in  the  pursuit  to  the  Bad  Ax,  by  General  Dodge  and 
the  volunteers  under  his  command. 

From  Governor  Fobd's  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Bad  Ax,  it 
would  also  appear,  as  if  the  action  was  alone  fought  and  won  by 
Henbt  and  his  brigade,  while  General  Atkinson,  with  the  regular 


*  CoL  D.  M.  Pmisosr,  in  his  namttTe.  psge  35ft  of  thia  Tolnme,  sUtes,  that "  netxly  an  "  of  C^ 
Bivauseys  eemp«nj,  with  himself  «t  their  head,  Ipft  Dosoi  and  HiarBT  at  Fort  ^nanehafo,  mA  ra- 
tsmcd  to  tfio  Mining  conatry.  In  O.  BL 
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soldiers  and  DoDaE's  volanteerB,  were  following  an  ignis  faUms  np 
the  nver.  ' 

Early  in'  the  morning,  the  spies  under  Oapt.  Jo.  Diokson  had  a 
skirmish  with  the  Indians^  in  which  he  had  one  of  his  men  severe- 
ly wounded.  Later  in  the  day,  after  the  regular  troops  and  Dodge's 
volunteers  had  formed  in  line  and  advanced  nearly  to  the  top  of 
the  bluff  overlooking  the  Mississippi  Biver,  Diokson  again  attack- 
ed the  enemy  on  the  river  bottom.  Directed  by  the  sound  of  his 
guns,  the  regulars  and  Dooos's  volunteers  marched  directly  down 
the  bluff  to  his  support.  When  they  arrived  on  the  ground,  they 
found  DioKsoK  severely  wounded,  and  Gen.  Henby,  who  with  his 
brigade  had  followed  the  Indian  trail  down  a  ravine  to  our  left 
that  led  to  the  river,  was  on  the  ground,  supporting  Dickson. 
From  the  point  at  which  Diokson  was  wounded,  the  enemy  was 
followed  down  the  river  some  distance,  when  both  the  regular 
troops  and  Dodge's  command  were  engaged  with  them  ;  and  that 
they  had  the  severest  encounter  with  the  enemy  is  apparent  from 
the  number  of  men  they  had  killed  and  wounded,  which  on  the 
part  of  the  regular  troops  amounted  to  seventeen,*  and  on  that  of 
Dodge's  to  seven  more,  to  wit :  Captain  Joseph  Diokson,  Sergeant 
George  Willabd,  privates  Smiih,  Hood,  Lowery,  Skinner  and 
Payne  ;  of  these,  Shiih,  Hood  and  Loweby  died  of  their  wounds. 
In  Henry's  brigade  there  were  but  five  men  killed  and  wounded.f 
On  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  saw  but  one  dead  squaw  and  one  war- 
rior ;  there  were,  however,  a  large  number  of  squaws  and  children 
taken  prisoners. 

In  the  pursuit  from  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Bad  Ax,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Indians  were  greatly  distressed  by  starvation  and 
sickness ;  numbers  of  dead  warriors,  women  and  children  were 

"I 

found  along  their  trail.  Their  principal  subsistence  seemed  to  be 
roots  and  the  bark  of  trees;  where  they  killed  a  horse  for  food, 
there  was  no  vestage  of  the  animal  left  but  the  hair.    The  day 


*  Q«a.  AKKiinov*8  oi&dAl  lepoit  itetM  tte  iMt  of  th«  ngnlan  at  fire  klltod  and  fiiaf  wounded    ' 
and  nino  killad  and  woonded  of  theilUnaii  Toluatain.  L.  0.  D.      ' 

t  Tha  ofldal  laport  wj%  Mran  killed  and  wonndad.  L.  0.  D. 
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before  they  were  overtaken  by  the  army,  they  were  encoimtered 
on  the  Mississippi  River  by  the  steam-boat  Warrior^  on  board  of 
which  were  a  number  of  United  States  soldiers,  under  Lien  tenant 
EiNGSBUBT,  with  two  piecos  of  artillery ;  these  checked  their  re- 
treat across  the  river  antil  towards  night,  when  the  boat  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  Prairie  du  Ohien  for  a  supply  of  fuel.  Hav- 
ing supplied  herself,  she  returned  the  next  day  at  the  close  of  the 
battle.  After  transporting  a  detachment  of  United  States  soldiers 
under  Ool.  Z.  Taylob,  to  two  large  islands  in  front  of  the  battle 
ground,  where  it  was  supposed  there  was  a  number  of  the  enemy, 
she  left  next  day,  carrying  General  Atkinson,  his  staff,  and  nearly 
all  the  U.  S.  troops  and  wounded  down  the  river  to  Fort  Crawford. 
A  short  time  previous  to  her  departure,  the  celebrated  Sioux  chief 
Wa-ba-shaw,  with  a  number  of  warriors,  reported  himself  to  Gten. 
Atkinson.  He  was  immediately  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  little  remnant  of  Black  Hawk's  band  of  men, 
women  and  children  who  bad  escaped  into  their  own  country  from 
starvation  and  the  bayonets  and  bullets  of  the  white  man,  were 
nearly  all  exterminated  by  that  chief  and  his  warriors,  their  here. 

ditary  foes.*  ^  CHARLES  BRACKEN. 

April,  1856. 

*  Black  Hawk  thQ»  si>oakii  of  thli  Dcedlen  ernelty  :  **  On  mj  arrival  at  Prairie  du  Chlen,  I  foaml 
to  my  torrow,  that  a  large  body  of  Bloux  had  parvaed  and  killed  a  amnber  of  our  women  and  efaUdrra, 
who  had  got  fiafcly  acrnps  the  Misnisfiippi  The  whites  ought  not  to  hare  permitted  inch  condacV^ 
none  bat  cntoanfs  wonld  ever  have  been  gailtj  of  nach  cruelty,  which  has  always  been  practised  SBonx 
nation  by  the  Sioux." 

Another  incident  of  the  %var,  which  is  nowhere  mentioned  in  the  narratives  of  the  Wi«oonsln  rar- 
Tivon  of  the  war,  was  thi.^— gathered  from  Black  1Iaws*s  autobiography,  and  Gen.  ATKisnoii*s  report 
•r  Bad  Ax  battle.  That  after  the  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights,  a  party  of  Black  Hawk's  follower!  de- 
scended the  Wisconsin,  hoping  to  escape  to  the  west  ride  of  the  Mississippi,  that  they  might  retnn 
home*  But  Capt.  Ixwmtb,  who  commanded  the  garrison  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  Gen.  Strkct  the  In- 
dian Agent,  had  placed  a  detachment,  a  short  distance  above  the  month  of  the  Wisconsin,  under  thr 
command  of  Lieutenant  Ritx£B,  who  fired  upon  tlie  distressed  and  Airlom  Indians— capturing  thirty- 
two  women  and  ehildron,  and  four  men,  and  killing  some  fifteen  men ;  and  Black  Haws  adds,  that 
**  others  were  drowned,  and  the  balance  escaped  to  the  woods  and  perished  with  hnnger ;  among  this 
party  were  maoy  women  and  children."  It  is  stated  in  the  Gultna  GaxetU,  of  August  0th,  that  on  the 
4th  of  that  month,  **a  party  of  fifteen  men  from  Cassvllle,  nnder  command  of  Captain  Pkiok,  were  re> 
connoltering  the  country  between  that  place  and  the  Wisconsin,  and  fell  upon  a  freah  Sauk  trail,  nuk- 
ing towards  the  Mississippi.  They  rushed  with  full  speed  of  honci,  and  foon  came  upon,  klOed  and 
took  prisoners  to  the  number  of  twelve."  This  party  of  Banks  ir«re  protably  Mue  of  tkoM  who  haff 
•Maped  from  Lieut  Rmrxx'B  attack.  L.  C.  D. 
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AFFSHDIX  Ho.  13. 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ADVENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 

INDIANS  INTO  WISCONSIN. 

BT  OKN.    ALBEBT  O.   ELLIS. 

The  Holland  Land  GompaDy  had,  for  manj  years,  held  the  pre- 
emption right  of  purchase  from  the  Indians,  to  most  of  the  land 
'of  Western  New  York,  having  derived  it  from  Massachusetts 
origiually,  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  State  of  New  York.  A 
large  purchase  was  made  of  the  Indians,  by  Phelps  and  Gk>BHAM, 
of  nearly  all  the  lands  east  of  Genesee  River.  Of  the  balance, 
lying  west  of  that  river,  a  large  cession  was  made  to  that  com- 
pany,  at  a  council  of  the  Senecas,  held  at  Geneseo,  in  Sept.  1797 ; 
excepting  certain  7*esefvatwn8.  These  reservations  were  large,  and 
included  the  most  choice  parts  of  the  whole. 

''In  1810,  the  Holland  Land  Company  sold  all  their  pre-emp- 
tive right  to  the  Indian  reservations  to  David  A.  Oqdbn,  for  fifty 
cents  per  acre."  Mr.  Ooden  and  his  associates  in  this  purchase 
were  afterward  known  as  the  ''  Ogden  Company."  Up  to  1817, 
they  had  succeeded  in  extinguishing  bnt  a  part  of  the  Indian  title ; 
the  laiipe  reservations  of  Cattaraugus,  Alleghany,  Tonnewanda, 
Tuscarora,  and  Buffalo,  still  remaining.  The  anxiety  of  the  com- 
pany to  efi*ect  the  extiuguisliment  of  the  Indian  title  to  these  re« 
servations,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  had  exhibited  itself  in 
various  forms,  and  sundry  unsnccessful  efibrts,  for  years.  In  this 
year,  a  new  pl^n  was  conceived,  and  its  accomplishment  set  on 
footj  to  wit :— to  secure  ixi  the  West,  by  consent  and  aid  of  the 
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General  Goyernment,  an  extensive  grant  of  lands  from  the  west- 
em  tribes,  as  a  home  or  hunting  ground  for  the  several  tribes 
holding  the  reservations  in  Western  New  York,  This  plan  was 
pondered  with  great  care,  thoroughly  matured,  decided  and  acted 
upon  by  the  Ogden  company,  with  eqoal  skill  and  vigor.  One 
of  the  first  steps,  was  to  secure  the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the 
War  Department,  v.  liich  was  obtained. 

A  band  of  Indians,  known  as  the  Stockbridges — more  proper- 
ly the  Mo-he-kun-nucks — ^had  moved  from  Massachusetts  at  an 
early  day,  having  obtained  a  cession  of  some  five  by  seven  miles 
square  from  the  Oneidas,  on  the  southern  border  of  their  reser- 
vation, in  the  county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.  The  Mo-he-kun-nucks  sold 
off  a  small  tract  on  their  southern  border,  to  a  few  associated  In- 
dians from  the  remnants  of  various  bands  of  New  England  tribes, 
now  known  as  the  Brothertovma.  These  two  tribes  had  resided 
for  several  years  on  their  new  possessions  near  the  Oneidas. 

About  the  year  1817,  a  young  leader,  chief  of  the  Mo-he-kun- 
nucks,  SoLOMOsr  XT.  IIendbick,  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordin- 
ary energy  and  talent  among  the  Indians,  succeeded  to  the  head 
of  affairs.  He  regarded  the  languishing  condition  of  his  people 
as  a  reproach  to  the  former  name  and  glory  of  the  old  Mo-he-kun- 
nucks,  and  used  all  his  eloquence  to  persuade  the  young  men  to 
arouse,  and  make  at  least  one  effort  to  retrieve  their  name  and 
character.  He  argued,  with  equal  force  and  sound  reason,  that 
their  then  paralyzed  condition  was  owing  to  their  confinement  to 
a  small  space  of  ground,  and  being  surrounded  and  preyed  upon, 
by  the  white  inhabitants,  from  whose  pernicious  contact  and  ex- 
ample, especially  with  regard  to  drunkenness,  they  were  sastain- 
ing  a  loss  of  all  moral  and  physical  energy  and  action ;  and  urged, 
that  their  only  hope  for  the  future  lay  in  emigration  toestwardi 
and  the  securing  of  such  an  extent  of  country,  as  would  enable 
them  to  form  new  settlements,  at  such  distance  from  the  whites, 
as  to  escape  from  grog-shops  and  whiskey. 

Their  resident  missionary,  Bev.  John  SEBaEAST,fell  in  with  and 
seconded  the  views  of  the  young  chief.   In  a  short  time  the  whole 
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tribe  was  indoctriDated  with  the  new  schemCi  and  anziouB  for  its 
conBummation.  The  American  Board  of  Missions  gave  their  in- 
fiuenee  and  aid ;  through  whose  suggestions  the  late  Dr.  Jedediah 
MossB,  of  New  Haven,  became  deeply  interested  in  the  plan. 
This  gentleman  counselled  the  Indians  aud  their  friends  to  take 
immediate  measures  to  have  a  visit  paid,  by  some  discreet  agents, 
to  the  Western  tribe8,to  select  a  proper  point  for  location,and  open 
negotiations  for  a  cession  of  lands.  Dr.  Mobse  himself  was  thought 
to  bo  the  very  person  to  undertake  such  a  mission.  Application 
being  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Dr.  Morse  was  commission- 
ed to  make  a  general  tour  among  the  North-Westcrn  Indians, 
witli  a  view  to  forming  a  better  understanding  between  those 
tribes  and  the  Government.  Under  this  appointment,  this  gentle- 
man spent  the  summer  of  1820  in  visiting  several  of  the  North- 
western tribes.  Whatever  other  purposes  may  liave  occupied 
the  attention  of  this  commissioner,  it  is  certain  that  of  securing 
a  western  retreat  for  the  Stockbridgcs  and  other  New  York  Indian 
tribes  was  a  leading  one ;  though  the  writer  has  no  evidence  of  * 
any  collusion  in  the  matter,  at  this  date,  with  the  Ogden  Land 
Company.  Green  Bay  was  a  point  specially  visited  by  Dr.  Mobse, 
where  he  spent  nearly  three  weeks,  and  preached  the  first  protest- 
ant  sermon  ever  delivered  at  that  place.^ 

It  must  not  be  omitted  here,  that  a  part  of  the  same  tribe,  ad- 
hering to  a  chief  of  much  influence,  named  John  Mbtoxen,  about 
the  same  period,  sought  a  western  asylum  among  the  Miami 
Indians,  on  White  Kiver,  in  Indiana,  and  actually  moved  out 
to  that  country  in  1817  and  ISlSf.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment, however,  purchased  out  the  Miamies,  and  with  that  pur- 
chase fell  the  expectations  of  Metoxsn  and  his  adherents  to  a 


*  Dr.  BIOBSS  remiliMd  flflMa  A%y§  ftt  Green  Bay,  ftoa  the  7lh  to  the  23d  of  Jal/,  1820,  as  we  leMm 
from  hii  Reportb    He  wu  the  gneet  of  Ool.  J.  Smith,  then  eommendent  of  that  garrlMn.     L.  C.  D: 

f  The  Miaaiiee  bad,  vianj  yean  befoxv,  glren  the  Stockbridgee  a  large  tract  of  land  on  While  Blftfa 
aod  oonflnned  It  In  July,  1817,  and  that  faaimer  two  Stockbridge  Huniliee  Bored  there  ami  took  fM. 
■eeeioa  of  the  land,  and  the  next  year  a  large  bo^y  migntte^  bmt  beff>re  their  arrlral,  the  MUmlM  h»t 
ceded  their  country  to  the  Federal  (hwKuamt,  L.  O*  1^. 
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home  in  that  conntiy.    The  whole  party  moved  to  Green  Bay  in 
1822. 

A  remarkable  personage  appeared  among  the  Oneida  Indians 
in  the  year  1816-17,  no  other  than  Elgazer  Wiluam8,  a  descend- 
ant of  Rev.  John  Wiluams,  of  Deerfield  memory,  bat  who  more 
recently  claims  to  be  the  Dauphin  of  France — Louis  Skvihtkerth. 
It  is  no  part  of  the  present  purp>  se  to  discuss  his  claims  to  be 
Danphin,  nor  even  to  enter  into  his  former  history  previous  to 
his  appearance  at  Oneida,  further  than  to  account  for  his  location 
with  that  tribe.  As  a  desccudaut  of  Bev.  John  Williams^,  he 
was  sought  out  by  the  friends  of  the  family,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  placed  with  Dr.  Ely,  of  Long  Meadow ;  he  remained 
among  the  people  of  New  En^jciand  five  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  his  father,  Thomas  Williams,  one  of  the  St.  Regis'  In- 
dians. Arrived  at  that  village  from  his  studies  in  New  England, 
he  was  soon  approached  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  proposed 
to  him  to  accept  authority  from  their  Bishop  aa  teacher  to  the 
Indians  of  his  tribe.  This  was  in  ISll.  The  war  of  1812  called 
him  to  a  new  sphere.  By  invitation,  he  joiued  Gen.  Bkowh's 
army,  under  good  pay,  in  conjideniial  service  ;  collecting  through 
the  Canada  Indians  imt>ortant  information  of  the  movement  of 
the  British  troops,  and  thereby,  in  several  instances,  rendering 
very  important  service  to  the  American  interests.  He  was  in 
the  affairs  at  Plattsburg  and  Sackett's  Harbor,  leading  the  French 
and  Indians  in  those  engagements,  in  one  of  which  he  received  a 
wound  from  a  splinter  in  the  left  side. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  St.  Regis.  Of  an  ambitious  torn 
of  mind,  he  did  not  long  remain  quiet  in  that  village.  In  the 
summer  of  1816,  he  made  a  tuur  in  the  State  of  New  York,  among 
the  several  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  Oneldas  received  him 
with  kindness  and  attention.    They  were  more  inclined  to  civili- 


*Tbe  Rer.  Jobs  Wulums  tad  floDiIj  were  eaptufvU  in  1704,  «Bd  taktn  to  Ouwda,  uri  hb  dMighter, 
SoMiCB,  ri-miUDed,  became  a  firm  CaUiolic^and  nuurried  an  lodian,  by  whom  the  bad  Mvatal  chlUboi. 
Wltk  her  Indian  bnaband,  ihe  enbaeqaenUj  Tisited  Deerfield,  dmaed  la  Indiaa  iljlt^  Mid  All  afllnii  to 
itgai*  her  w«re  inelfectnAl.  From  her  devoendi  Euazsr  WiUJiJii.  ^  0.  O. 
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zatioD,  and  a  party  of  them  to  Christianity,  than  any  other  tribe 
of  the  Six  Nations.  Making  his  observations  and  reflections  on 
their  condition,  after  a  short  visit,  he  went  to  New  York,  sought 
an  interview  with  the  late  Bishop  Hobabt,  gave  him  an  account 
of  the  condition  of  these  Indians,  and  submitted  to  him  a 
plan  for  their  christianization,  and  the  engrossing  ot  the  whole 
tribe  in  the  Episcopal  Ohurch.  Tiie  Bishop  readily  fell  in  witk 
the  suggestions  of  Mr*  Wiluaics,  and  immediately  commissioned 
him  as  Oatechist  and  Lay  Beader  to  the  Oneida  Indians.  Wil- 
liams, besides  being  tolerably  versed  in  the  christian  system  and 
in  theology,  was  thorough  master  of  the  Indian  language,  his 
mother  tongue,  besides  being  a  natural  orator  and  most  graceful 
and  powerful  speaker,  the  sine  qua  rum  of  persuasion  and  success 
with  Indians. 

He  found  at  Oneida  a  nominal  christian  party,  and  the  name 
only  of  a  church  under  the  patronage  of  the  Presbyterians,  a  Mr* 
Jenkins  being  missionary.  Jenkins  was  weak,  inefficient,  with- 
out influence ;  and  his  cure  partook  of  the  like  character ;  the 
numbers  were  small,  and  the  congregation  on  the  decline.  Wil- 
liams saw  at  a  glance  his  vantage  ground.  He  told  the  Oneidas, 
it  was  a  mistake  in  that  order  of  christians  to  intrude  themselves 
among  Oneidas,  and  called  to  their  recollection  the  fact,  that  two 
venerable  missionaries  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Church  of  England  had  xifany  years  ago  planted  the  gospel  among 
them.  That  old  Dr.  Babolay  and  Dr.  OoIL^^B,*  of  that  church, 
had  been  specially  commissioned  by  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church,  to  baptize  the  Oneidas,  and  that  he,  Wiluams,  had  been 
sent  by  the  same  divine  authority  to  remind  them  of  the  claims 
of  that  church,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  allegiance.  In- 
stant success  attended  tliese  addresses.  Many  of  the  older  In- 
dians of  both  sexes  remembered  Dr.  Barclay  and  Dr.  Ugilvib, 
and  confirmed  the  statements  and  claims  of  the  young  Catechist : 

•Rer.  HiiniT  Barclay  and  Rev.  JoHsr  Ooilvu  wtre  both,  at  dUTcrent  periodi,  miuioDarieii  to  (h* 
Mohawk*— the  former  at  Fort  Hanter  in  1735^  and  theUtter  in  1T66-*C2 ;  noticet  ol  them  maj  be  ceen 
U  Doc  Blpt,  K.  Y.  U,  714,  ill,  1112,  It,  310.  L.  C  D. 
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tiie  whole  christian  party  very  Boon  forgot  Jenkihs,  and  hong  on 
the  teachings  of  Williams. 

Bnt  his  views  went  further;  four-lifthB  of  the  whole  tribe  were 
Pagans,  and  held  Christianity  in  utter  abhorrence  ;  and  the  con- 
Tersion  of  this  part  of  the  tribe  now  engaged  his  attention.  As- 
BumiDg  a  tone  of  authority,  and  demanding  of  them  to  li&teu  to  a 
message  to  them  from  the  Great  Spirit,  he  assembled  them  in  tlie 
open  air,  and  challenged  them  either  to  obey  or  refnto  the  Gospel. 
In  a  few  weeks  tho  Pagan  party  made  a  formal  renunciation  of 
paganism,  and  recognized  Christianity  as  taught  by  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Cimrch  as  the  true  faith,  and  announced  their  de- 
termination, as  a  tribe,  to  receive  it  and  enconruge  its  promulgation 
among  the  people.  Tiio  following  winter,  tho  chief  of  this  party, 
taking  Williams  and  their  interpreter,  repaired  to  Albany,  and 
there  treated  with  tho  Governor  of  the  State  for  a  cession  of  a 
part  of  their  reservation,  for  the  express  purpose  of  building  a 
Protestant  Episcopal  Ghnrch,  and  providing  a  small  fund  ibr  the 
support  of  a  minister.  The  church  was  built  in  course  of  the 
year — a  very  neat  edifice,  about  thirty-six  by  fifty  feet,  with  a 
small  tower,  tastefully  ])ainted,  and  otherwise  fitted  up  iu  an  ap  - 
propriate  manner  for  a  place  of  worship.  Williams  entered  it  as 
minister,  though  not  as  yet  ordained;  and  the  worthy  Bishop  was 
called  to  consecrate  it,  and  confirm  about  fifty  communicants. 

The  eclat  of  this  sudden  success  of  the  Gospel  at  Oneida,  under 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Wiluamb,  sped  far  and  wide,  and  brought  him 
suddenly  to  great  notice,  and  to  a  dizzy  height.  Had  he  been  con- 
tent to  have  continued  in  the  work  there,  ho  might  have  been  very 
useful  to  the  Indians,  and  an  honor  to  the  Church.  But  the  field 
waB  quite  too  small  for  his  vaulting  ambition :  the  little  band  of 
some  fifteen  hundred  Oneidas,  too  incomparative  to  compensate 
his  time  and  talent 

Whether  Mr.  Wiluams  borrowed  the  idea  from  Dr.  Mokse,*  the 


•ftTUs  wu  a  pUn  of  Dr.  BfoKU'a/'  Mid  Etr.  Jobv  Shobavt  In  a  letter,  daM  Dec.  1$,  IBSI  ;  Mmi 
Br.  Mora  appean  to  hare  been  ia  eorrtepondenoe  with  Ur.  BiBOKAifT  aboat  it,  aa  eady  aa  Jubo^  mi.— 
Sia  Hour  ■  JMian  A^oH,  appendix,  U6, 118.  L.  0.  Ol 
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Mo-he-knn-nncks,  or  the  Ogden  Land  Oompany,  or  whether  it  was^ 
as  he  etoDtly  maintained,  original  in  his  own  mind,  certain  it  is, 
that  sorre  time  in  1818,  he  began  to  broach  cautionslj  among  his 
Indian  people  a  proposition  of  removing  all  the  Indians  of  that 
State,  as  well  as  many  of  those  of  Canada,  and  the  Senecas  at 
Sandnsky,  to  the  .neighborhood  of  Green  Bay,  and  there  nnite 
them  in  one  grand  confederacy  of  cantons,  but  all  nnder  one 
federal  head ;  the  government  to  be  a  mixture  of  civil,  military, 
and  ecclesiastic,  the  latter  to  be  pre-eminient.  Grand,  imposing 
and  fascinating  in  the  extreme  were  the  plans  and  designs  of  the 
new  government,  ^hicli  he  conceived  and  embodied,  to  lay  before 
the  Indian  Chiefs.  With  some  of  the  younger  men,  the  thing  took 
deeply  ;  but  with  the  older  and  more  sober  minded  chiefs,  it  had 
no  charm,  and  his  late  popularity,  so  high,  now  descended  more 
quickly  than  it  had  risen. 

Seeminj^  to  withdraw  his  proposition,  he  however  adroitly  plied 
his  ingf-nnity  with  the  younger  men  of  note  and  talent  in  the  tribe, 
and  very  soon  succeeded  in  drawing  into  his  plans  some  four  or 
five  of  the  young  hereditary  chiefs.  Having  secured  this  point 
among  the  Oneidas,  ho  visited  the  other  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  by  holding  out  dazzling  promises  of  future  glory  and  aggran- 
dizement,  ho  enticed  a  few  young  men  of  each  tribe  to  enter  into 
his  scheme.  lie  next  addressed  the  War  Department,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Stockbridgcs,  soliciting  its  countenance  and  assistance 
to  enable  a  delegation  of  twenty  from  the  several  tribes  of  the  Six 
Nations  to  visit  the  Western  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  cession  of  country  for  a  new  home.  The  response  of  the  Depart- 
ment was  favorable,  having  doubtless  been  influenced  by  other 
parties  moving  for  the  samo  objects, 

Thua,  5t  is  t'»  be  observed,  that  whether  pingular  or  not,  there 
was  a  combination  of  influence?,  dissimilar  in  motive  but  i>erfectly 
consonant  in  purpose,  all  operating  at  the  same  moment  in  urging 
a  removal  of  the  New  York  Indians  to  Green  Bay.  Each  one  of 
the  parties  claimed  the  eclat  of  originatmg  the  scheme :  we  in* 
cline  to  the  belief,  nowever,  that  they  ajl^  the  Land  Company.^  th^ 
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Mo  he-kun-nucks  and  Mr.  Williams,  mi{(ht,  and  probably  did  con- 
ceive, at  pretty  near  the  same  period  of  time,  the  idea  of  a  new 
borne  for  these  Indians  in  the  West.  But  to  proceed  :  In  the  win- 
ter of  1819  and  '20,  the  application  of  tlie  Oneidas,  Tascaroras, 
Senecas,  Onondagas,  St.  Regis  and  Stockbridge  delegates  (the 
latten  acting  independent  and  separate)  was  made  to  the  War  De- 
partment, for  permission  to  visit  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Green  Bay.  The  response  of  the  Department  was  made  by 
granting  them  a  copy  of  an  order  to  the  several  Superintendents 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  Commandants  of  military  posts,  to  issne  to 
the  delegates,  not  exceeding  twelve,  certain  amounts  of  rations, 
blankets,  powder,  lead,  «&c.,  and  to  facilitate  their  movements  on 
their  journey.  The  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  Detroit 
was  moreover  ordered  to  make  a  requisition,  on  the  naval  officer 
stationed  at  that  place,  for  a  U.  S.  vessel,  should  one  bo  at  that 
post  fit  fur  service,  to  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  delegates  to 
take  them  across  Lake  Huron  and  Michigan  to  Green  Bay.  Thus 
equipped,  in  July  of^l820,  the  delegation  repaired  to  Detroit^,  and 
paid  their  respects  to  Gen.  Cass. 

As  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Gov.  Cass  received  the 
party  courteously ;  but  it  was  soon  apparent  that  as  Governor  of 
Michigan,  the  project  of  New  York's  quartering  her  Indian  tribes 
on  his  territory,  would  receive  no  special  encouragement,  beyond 
the  line  of  his  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  superiora. 
By  him  the  delegates  were  furnished  with  the  blankets,  powder, 
lead,  rations,  &c.;  but  were  informed  that  no  Government  vessels 


•  In  the  Dftrnit  OuzeUe  of  Friday.  Julj  29, 1820,  wo  Bnd  tht  following  mention  of  Mr.  Willi axs' 
■iriTal  and  mUalon  :  •<  Rer.  E.  WaLi ASfH,  wbo  haa  for  MTcral  jroan  i»Mt  be«e  oflicUtinf  m  »  prvMhcr 
ftar  the  Oneida  Indiani,  in  the  SUte  of  N'ow  YorlE,  arrlred  here  in  the  fteamboat  Walk-in'tke-vater 
iMt  Saturday.  He  li  accompanied  hj  Kome  of  the  men  of  the  tribe,  who  eonatltnte  a  delggatfon  to 
▼Islt  the  IndianH  In  thiN  Territory,  f<.>r  the  parpoae  of  aacertainiag  the  proipect  of  laeceai  in  the  •&. 
dearor  to  clirivtianUe  them.  We  learn  that  it  iff  a  further  object  with  the  delegation,  to  find  a  iniitable 
tx»ct  of  country  within  the  Territory,  to  which  the  Oneida  Indlann,  or  a  part  of  them,  wUl  remove— 
ion  thiK  pnrpopc  the  country  in  the  yii'inity  of  Green  Bay  will  bo  vijated.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained 
of  the  imporUnro  of  thli  project  Thf  InQuenee  whleh  the  example  of  In-lians  who  are  in  e  gxvat 
■•••ure  civlllied,  will  have  over  thehabiti  of  their  more  unfbrtunate  brethren,  will,  perbapa,  have 
Hoch  more  elfect  in  weaning  them  from  their  nrage  modcii  of  liring,  than  all  the  tbeeietieal  lewou 
vhieh  can  be  giren  tbem  by  tvhite  men."  L.  0.  D. 
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were  fit  for  the  service.*  They  were  further  informed,  (and  t]^ 
news  was  astounding  enough,"^  that  t]^eir  proposed  journey  to  Green 
Bay,  if  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  Menoinonees,  would 
be  quite  unnecessary,  as  that  tribe  had  jbl  few  days  before  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  Col.  John  Bowtkb,  Indian  Agent  at  Green 
Bay,  acting  as  commissioner,  farty  miles  square  of  their  land  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Howard.  The  eye  of  their  intend- 
ed purchase,  the  key  to  the  country  they  sought — this  purchase  by 
the  United  States  frustrated  all  their  plans,  defeated  their  dearest 
hopes.  Chagrined  but  not  discouraged,  the  delegates  retraced 
their  steps  to  New  York.  That  State  took  the  cause  of  its  Indians 
in  keeping.  Bowyee's  treaty  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  the 
ground  again  cleared  of  the  impediments. 

A  new  order  was  issued  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Su- 
perintendents of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  commandants  of  military 
forts  in  favor  of  the  delegates,  for  a  renewal  of  their  effort  in 
1821.  i'ourteen  delegates  went,  three  from  the  Stockbridges,  four 
from  the  Oncidae,  one  from  the  Onondagae,  two  from  the  Tusca- 
rora's,  three  from  the  Senecas,  and  one  from  the  St.  Begis,  and 
arrived  in  Detroit  in  July  of  that  year.  Gov.  Cass  again 
received  them  courteously,  but  informed  them  that  the  French  in- 
habitants at  Green  Bay  were  hostile  to  their  intentions.  The 
Bteam-boat  Walk-in ihewater  being  expected  in  a  few  dajs  on 
her  trip  to  Green  Bay,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops 
for  that  post,  it  was  determined  by  the  delegates  to  take  passage 
in  her.  Gov.  Cass  added  to  the  party,  Chables  G.  TbowbbidoEi 
clerk  in  his  Indian  Bureau,  to  superintend  the  negotiations  for  the 
United  States.  The  party  arrived  at  its  destination  early  in  Au- 
gust, 1821.t    ^o  Indian  Agent  was  found  at  Green  Bay,  Colonel 

*  From  HAsaoii'a  Lott  J^^nm,  It  tppetn  that  Oor.  Ca08  vu  aUeni  holding  a  tmtj,  m  h*  Hjri^ 
vitb  tha  Pottawattamicfl  at  Maame*  Rlrer^bat  reallj  on  hia  axploring  expedition  to  the  eopper  lo. 
glonof  Lake  Saperlor— and  Lteut  Oct.  Woodbhidok,  with  whom  thcj  conferred,  deellaed  ftinSih- 
tnf  them  aid,  aa  ho  naid  he  had  no  aotbortty  to  aulflt  them.  L.  0.  O. 

f  The  Deiroa  QasetU  of  Jnlj  18th,  1821,  thu  notioaa  the  anlral  at  Detroit  of  Mr.  WrxuMi  and  hli 
dalegation :  •*  Irrired  jeaterdaj  momiBg  In  tiie  ateMsboat  Walk-inrthfwaUr,  the  Rot.  Eliabik  Wnr 
UAMf,  miailonarjr  to  the  Oneida  Indlani^  with  a  deputation  of  the  Six  Natloni,  who  an  «u^ka^s  '«w|  >i^ 
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BowTEB  having  died  the  winter  before,  and  the  vacancy  not  hav- 
ing been  filled.  ^ 

Vie  Menomonecs  and  Winnebagoes  having  been  apprised  of 
the  intended  visit  of  their  grandfathers^  the  Xoi-ta^DayB^  but  a 
few  days  delay  occnrr^d  before  they  appeared  on  the  bank  of 
Fox  River,  to  meet  their  Eastern  brethren.  The  reception  of  the 
delegates  was  cordial  by  the  Mcnomonces  and  Winnebagoes,  and 
had  there  not  been  a  third  party  to  interfere,  the  New  York  In- 
dians would  probably  very  soon  have  acconipliohed  their  object. 
The  French  inhabitants  and  half  breeds  settled  at  Green  Bay, 
numbered  about  five  hundred  ecails*  ;  their  alliance  with  the  In- 


tUII  thfir  brf th;en  in  th«  viciaitr  of  Cintn  B«j.  The  <>\*l^<.\  f{  thoM  who  compoM  Xh'iM  nxiwion,  u 
(onder  tl.«  ^'i^i-ir^t  of  iV.v  Gezirnl  GoTemuent.;  doc  on]j  to  «xui«tTorto  plant  the  go«f^l  amonf  the 
Wefit'^rn  I-vlhr.n,  t:.*.  to  treat  «It1i  tLfn  for  a  tra'<t  of  tbt-:.-  Urriloin,  viih  «  Tiew  b«mfler  to  loole 
them.'U^iTf-*',  &r:i!  '>ucli  'f  tin  ir  bri:thr«Ti  ^jt  mar  be  ili-^i^-^c-d  to  *•  r.iortf  to  that  ngtun.  Thua  it  appcan 
th&t  OCT  Go  re  r  Libert  i*  ii{.t  oaly  miilics,  bat  Li  u»:cg  ]  r&ctia!  meana  to  ameliorate  the  eoDditkm  c 
thi?  unli-ii-fv  j^nj  1a,  aL'l  >j  an  ffTrrt  tn  coccei.lr.i.tf  ar.-i  cl.risinclae  them,  Kscne  th«m  from  ^ndaa 
ntermiDatioD,  th'rir  oaia*  frfm  r-MWon,  an-]  recVr  lb-  .n  l-'ppy  here  and  hereafter." 

Mr.  Wir.Lijiafti  avA  hit  ]Artj  l:'.',  Ditroit  en  the  ;:«t  nf  .\u}j.  In  the  WQjt-in4ke'%eat:r,  with  upwsx^ 
ol  200  ra«5eD7'.-«.  :Ti«tftlv  co ni. ■-•■:•  'i  r  ith  th-  army,  and  arrived  at  Green  Baj  on  the  6th  of  Anipist.  1 
•nrponU  of  the  l'.  S.  Influitr*,  wh>)  iva«  a  pa's^n^'^r  in  the  bo^t.  n-a*  drowne<!  in  attcu^.tiog  to  f  vim 
the  Fox  RiT«r  at  Gre«i  Bay. 

On  thLi  rivit  to  (Irevn  Biy,  G^n.  Ellis  ax^rxiTi.inled  Mr.  Willijjis.    In  Kksaas'i  L-^t  /Vuw«^  «• 
find  it  atateo,  **  As  tlie  niiFfirn  at  Onei-2a  han  pafTcn^d  ;;Teatlr  in  c'»n«e<iaence  of  hi.*  [Ur.  WiLUUU] 
•hacDce  in  lfoji>,  ho  procured  imme<liatifl/  on  hisretnm  tnm  the  We«t,  in  the  faTl  of  that  year,  the 
•errlces  of  a  young  n«>ntl*»n:au  f-l  tl,e  nam-  of  Ellis,  to  act  ai  lay  reader.    The  health  of  Mr.  Sun 
waa  weak,  and,  in  tlie  !<ptin«f  of  IS21,  3Ir.  Wiluaxs  dftermlnf-d  to  take  him  with  him  to  the  West  ffx 
the  benefit  of  Lin  health."    For  nma  time  Mr.  Ellib  acted  as  school  teacher  for  tlio  nis^Ion  acheol  ef 
the  New  York  Indian?*,  n^ar  Gre<.  n  B  ly.    Roiniinin^  in  the  coantr  j,  Mr.  EtUi  has  prored  blmwlf  a 
aaeful  eitijM:n.    He  exeentnd,  nt  Green  Bay  ,  in  1827,  the  firtt  printing  i  n  Wisconsin.    It  ma 
IkkifiB  for  a  letter/  scheme,  whi>:h  was  done  on  brerier  type,  and  instead  of  a  press,  a  "  plainer  " 
used  to  talic  th**  Impression.    Whon  the  Grtrn  Bjy  intdlt^tnctr,  the  pioneer  newspaper  of  Wiaeonila, 
was  commenced,  b*-e,  11th,  IS-'TS,  \j  J.  V  Smviai,  Mr.  Ellis,  after  two  or  three  nnmben  wero  iasued, 
became  connected  with  it ;  aad  twentj  yean  later,  we  find  htm  estaMIshing  the  Pintry  nowspaper  at 
Sterens  Point,  high  up  the  Wi^coiisin.    In  the  first  Territorial  Legislature,  In  16S6,  he  Mrred  as  ose  of 
therepresentatiT<'.4  0f  Brown  county,  and  a^in  In  1«40, '41,  *42  and  '43.    He  is  nowRegiater  of  ibt 
V.  8.  Land  Office  at  Sterens  Point.  L.  C.  D. 

•  The  French  inhalitonts  consisted  of  two  elastei.  ht.  Of  former  clerks  of  the  old  North  Wett  Vnr 
Company,  who  had  located  tbt'ro  in  early  tinir«,  for  the  c\preaa  puipopo  of  Indian  trade.  These  wen 
generallj  men  of  good  common  edacation,  iutt-Uigobt,  shrewd  and  of  great  InOoenee  with  tbo  ladlaoi^ 
among  whom  they  had  marrle^^^  2d.  Of  such  m*>n,  en^^agees  in  the  Indian  trade,  at  had  flroin  ago  or 
lafirmltj  become  dijablcd  from  pursuing  the  voyaging  bnsineM,  and  had  retired,  taking  vp  ^— w 
patches  of  land,  aad  finding  snbfistence  in  a  kind  of  mixed  life  of  ipicaltore  and  hoatiDg  ;  thty,  too^ 
wero  all  married  with  Indian  women  had  half  breed  fhmi'iies,  and  exerdsed  a  strong  inflnenee  orcr  Vbm 

»•«▼»•  A.  a.  E. 
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dians,  particalarly  the  Menomonees,  was  very  doBe,  and  their 
inflnenco  with  them  very  strong,  almost  potential.  Some  of  the 
more  shrewd  among  them  very  soon  penetrated  the  ambitions  de- 
sign of  Williams,  which  was  no  less  than  a  total  subjagation  of 
the  whole  country,  and  the  establishment  of  an  Indian  govem- 
meut,  of  which  he  was  to  be  the  sole  dictator.  The  French  and 
traders  immediately  organized  into  an  opposition  to  the  whole 
programme  of  the  delegates.  They  were  familiar  with  the  Me- 
nomonees  and  Winnebagoes,  present  at  their  debated,  counselled 
and  advised  with  them  in  their  deliberations,  and  when  the  an- 
swer of  the  Mcnomonecs  and  Winnebagoes  was  given,  it  was  a 
deliherc^te  aud  decided  refusal  to  cede  them  an  inch  of  soil  weat 
of  Lake  Michigan.  It  was  plain  to  all,  that  the  French  and  half 
breeds  had  answered,  and  not  the  Indians.  The  delegates  ex- 
pressed as  mnch  in  their  reply  and  affectionately  requested  their 
brothers  to  reconsider  the  matter,  aud  answer  for  themselves,  in- 
dependent of  the  French  and  half  breeds. 

Several  days  were  spent  by  both  parties  in  out-door  discussions ; 
the  French  and  lialf  breed  interest,  finding  their  position  not 
safely  tenable,  counselled  a  kind  of  compromise,  which  being 
adopted,  resulted  in  proposing  a  cession  to  their  Eastern  brethren, 
the  Notta  ways,  of  a  strip  r.f  land  five  miles  in  width,  ranning 
across  the  F'»x  River  at  Little  Chute  as  a  centre,  and  thence  to 
the  North-west  and  South  east,  equidistant  with  their  claims  or 
possessions.  In  offering  thi^  cession  to  the  delegates  as  their  ul- 
timatum, those  tribes  urged  their  limited  possessions,  the  poverty 
of  their  hunting  grounds,  and  their  inability  in  consequence  to 
subsist  their  people  !  The  possessions  of  the  Menomonees  then 
reached  from  the  mouth  of  Green  Bay  to  the  Milwaukee  River, 
North  and  South,  and  froiji  Lake  Michigan  to  tlie  Mississippi, 
South  east  and  North-west.  Those  of  the  Winnebagoes  included 
all  the  remainder  of  what  is  now  known  as  Southern  Wisconsin, 
except  the  inconsiderable  tract  west  of  Sugar  River,  claiined  by 
the  Sauks  and  Foxes.  They  were  very  much  crowded,  of  course ! 
The  delegates  saw  that  the  object  was,  by  placing  them  <m  a 
54 
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great  thoroughfare,  the  Fox  Eiver,  between  these  two  tribes,  to 
establish  such  a  surveillance  over  them  as  effectually  to  prevent 
any  design  or  movement  the  New  York  Indians  might  ever  at- 
tempt, contrary  to  the  wishes  or  interests  of  the  grantees,  or 
the  Frencli  inhabitants.  After  much  deliberation,  and  a  good 
deal  of  hesitation,  it  was  concluded  on  the  advice  chiefly  of  Hot- 
DBiOK,the  Mo-he-knn-nuck  chief,  to  accept  the  grant.  A  treaty  was 
accordingly  drawn  up  by  XTr.  Tbowbbxdge,  and  signed  by  the  par- 
ties on  the  18th  of  August,  and  witnessed  by  the  citizens  and  U. 
8.  ofiicers  at  the  post.  Five  hundred  dollars  were  paid  the  Me- 
nominees  and  Winnebagoes  at  the  time,  and  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  goods  the  following  year,  in  full 
for  the  ces8i«)n. 

On  returning  to  New  York,  Mr.  Williams  found  a  more  formi- 
dable opposition  to  his  proceediugs,than  he  had  met  with  at  Green 
Bay.  The  Oneidas  had  held  several  councils  disapproving  of  the 
whole  plan  of  removing  to  Green  Bay,  condemning  Mr.  Williams' 
movements  in  the  most  severe  terms,  formally  and  solemnly  repu- 
diating the  purchase  at  the  West,  and  announcing,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner  possible,  their  determination  never  to  remove. 
All  the  other  tribes,  except  the  St,  Begis,  yery  soon  took  corres- 
ponding action  on  the  subject,  and  censured  in  the  severest  man- 
ner the  young  men,  delegates,  who  had  assumed  as  such,  to 
pledge  the  several  tribes  to  their  Western  brethren.  These  pro- 
ceedings were  duly  laid  before  the  War  Department.  The  Onei- 
das immediately  divided  into'  two  parties  on  this  question,  as  did 
also  the  Onondagas  and  Tuscaroras.  The  Senecas,  as  a  body,  all 
remained  under  the  influence  of  their  head  chief,  steadily  op- 
posed. 

The  tact  and  skill  of  Willia^iLs  amou^  the  Indians,  and  the 
Ogden  Land  Company  with  the  Department,  enabled  the  friends 
of  the  measure  to  prosecute  it  still  farther ;  all  the  old  delegates 
in  all  the  tribes  remained  true,  and  induced  considerable  nnm* 
bers  of  their  immediate  friends  to  join  them.  They  had  no  idea 
of  remaining  satisfied  with  the  trifling  cession  obtained  of  the 
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Menomonoes  and  WinnebagoeB  in  1821,  but  determined  on  a  re- 
newed effort  the  next  year  for  its  extension.  Notwithstanding  the 
remonstrances  of  the  opposition,  a  new  order  was  obtained  from 
the  War  Department,  providing  for  another  visit  to  Green  Bay. 
The  delegation  was  still  larger  than  the  former  year.  John  Seb- 
OEANT,  Jr.,  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  O^ss  to  superintend  such 
farther  negotiations  as  might  bo  had,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  party  arrived  at  the  Bay  on  the  Ist  of  September, 
1822,  and  took  possession  of  the  old  Indian  Agency  House,  on 
tho  west  side  of  the  Fox,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the  decease 

of  Col.  BOWYBB. 

In  about  ten  days  the  Menomonees  and  Winnebagocs  assembled 
to  greet  their  new  friends  the  Nd  taiaays^  as  they  called  the  New 
?ork  Indians,  and  to  receive  the  $1500 'payment,  in  goods,  on 
1:he  cession  of  1821.  Such  an  assemblage  of  wild  Indians,  young 
Cind  old,  women  and  papooses,  was  seldom  seen.  Of  the  two 
fcribes,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  five  thousand  souls, 
besides  the  New  Yorkers,  the  French,  half  breeds,  and  Ameri-. 
oans.  The  best  specimen  of  Indian  character,  and  especially  of 
1^  war  dance,  ever  seen  by  the  writer,  was  there  given  jbr  several 
days.  The  Winnebagoes,  of  that  day  at  least,  exhibited  the 
Largest,  most  perfectly  formed  set  of  both  men  and  women,  almost 
ever  seen  anywhere.  The  great  display  of  action  and  muscle  in 
bliese  dances^struck  the  beholder  with  admiration  and  terror.  The 
t^ing  round  the  dancers  contained  several  thousand,  all  singing  in 
Cihorus  to  the  lead  of  the  chief  drummer;  the  voices  of  the  Win- 
Oebago  women  prevailing  in  clarion  tones  above  tho  whule. 

The  payment  of  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  worth  of  goods, was 
Kkiade  with  as  much  ceremony  as  possible  by  the  delegates,  ac- 
Oonipanied  by  a  set  speech  setting  forth  the  great  advantages  that 
"^onld  be  derived  to  their  Western  brethren  by  their  settling 
%mong  them.  After  the  payment  and  the  proper  receipts  of  ac* 
^nowledgmeut  on  the  treaties,  followed  feasting,  dancing,  and  a 
^[eneral  hilarity  for  two  days.  The  delegates  then  invited  the 
Menomonees  and  Winnebagoes  to  a  formal  council,  and  renewed 
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the  effort  for  a  farther  exteneion  of  territory.  Every  argnment 
and  a  most  liberal  offer  in  the  shape  of  annuities  for  ten  Tears, 
were  proposed  in  vain.  The  Winnebagoes  gave  the  answer,  stontly 
refusing  farther  negotiations.  That  tribe  soon  left  in  a  body  to 
repair  to  their  hunts.  The  Meuomoneos  lingered,  and  were  again 
got  into  council  with  the  delegates,  which  conference  continued 
for  several  days,  and  finally  resulted  in  the  great  transaction  which 
gave  the  New  York  ludiaus  the  foot-hold  on  Fox  River,  which 
they  have  in  part  maintained  to^his  day.  The  Menomonees,  for 
a  trifling  consideration,  ceded  to  the  New  York  Indians  a  riffhi 
in  common  to  the  whole  of  tlieir  lands.  Although  some  two  of  the 
principal  chiefs  were  not  present  to  join  in  this  important  cession, 
this  treaty,  as  well  p.^  the  one  of  the  previous  year,  were  approved 
by  the  President,  and  the  New  York  Indians  thereby  recoirnised 
as  joint  owners  with  the  Meiiomouees  of  all  their  immense  ter- 
ritories comprising  nearly  hi\\(  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.* 


*TbI«  trcAty  or  porcluise  ineluioJ  nil  thv.  coantr>-,  beginning  «t  the  Gnnd  KAkalin,  cm  Fox  Blfcr, 
thenee  eaut  on  the  lower  lino  of  tliir  pnrchi^  cf  tlio  Kew^  York  Indians  of  the  prc^cedlng  rear,  to  or 
fKjni-dUtant  with  tlio  Man-.viralt-ki-ah  (^llliraukee)  Birer;  thence  down  said  rlrer  to  its  mouth;  ttenct 
Dorthrrljr,  on  the  bnidern  of  Lah»  Michi^n,  to  andacroM  the  moutk  ol  Greea  Baj,  to  as  to  iatlidft  •& 
the  Lilandu  of  the  Grand  Trivcrr^ ;  t]:cnro  Iroxn  the  mouth  of  Green  Bay  northerlr.  to  the  Baj  d« 
Noquc,  un  Like  Midiijan  ;  thfnvo  a  M>.>iiterly  coarre,  on  the  helghth  of  land  separating  the  waterr 
of  Lnkofl  Sui;eTior  and  Michif^ii,  to  the  Lrn<I  of  tho  Mcnomoncc  River ;  thence  costlnuixig  nearly  the 
gauie  oour^e  ontil  it  Rtrikon  the  north-cn!<tem  boundary  line  of  the  land  purch.-ued  hy  the  Nevr  Tork 
lodiaLns  tho  yeftr  preceding,  and  thence  noath-eaaterly  to  the  pluo  of  beginning.    Thiii  appeara  to  hate 
been  a  complf  te  ceuion  cf  <  mU  the  right,  title,  intere-t  and  claim*'  of  the  Uenomoneei^  to  the  **>"H'J 
dcseribed,  reserrini^,  howcTcr,  **  tbo  fk-ee  permission  and  privilege  of  occupying  and  residing  npon  the 
iandfl  herein  ceded,  in  coiiinion  vith  tao:n— tlie  8toekl>ridgo»  Oneida,  Tnsearora,  St.  Regit  and  Maniie 
nationn;  Prorided  ntvfrihfh'»$^  Thnf  thor.  the  M'^noxnoncc  nation,  shall  not  in  any  manner  lofrlifs 
apoB  auy  settlements  or  improvciMentfl  wliaterer,  which  may  be  in  any  manner  made  by  tl^  said 
Stockhridgc,  Oneid»,  Tiifcarora,  St.  Kegi^  or  Munsee  nations.'*    The  consideration  ir&a  one  thonaad 
dollars  in  ^-^fnU  to  tiv  paiJ  in  hand,  and  nno  tboasand  dollars  mors  ia  goods  the  next  year,  and  a  rf^ 
lar  ainonnt  the  yar  followlni.'.    Thi-  treaty  Avas  concluded  Sipt.  23d,  1822.    But  President  Moxioi 
did  not  S{iprove,  to  il.^  full  extent,  this  purchste  ;  hli  approral.  bearing  date  March  13th.  1823,  is  thai 
qualiflAd  :    ''The  afori'.("ing  instrunKut  Ir  approved  so  far  as  It  conreys  to  the  Stoekbrldge.  Qocldi, 
Tasearoia,*St.  Kegffl,  and  Muu.-^ce  tribe*  or  nations  of  XndiAns,  that  portion  of  the  country  therein  de- 
seribod,  which  ling  between  Sturgeon  Bay,  Gro<  n  Bay,  Fox  Rirer,  that  part  of  the  former  purchMS 
made  by  mid  tribe."  or  nations  of  lodians  of  the  Monomonee  and  Winnebago  Indians,  on  tlw  8th  si 
Angust,  1821,  which  lies  pouth  of  Fox  Kirer,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  soath*eastern  extivniitj  of  ssld 
parchsse  to  tho  head  of  Sturgeon  Bay,  and  no  (\irther  ;  that  quantity  being  deemed  sniBcient  for  the 
■se  of  the  flrrt  before-mentioned  tri1)C8  or  nations  of  Indians.'*    Tliis  treaty,  and  that  of  the  fi«^MJi»f 
year,  may  be  found  in  fall,  appended  to  the  Addren  of  Hon.  MoaoAsi  h.  Miarxx  before  the  rriiooarti 
l^aU  Historical  S  citif,  Jan.  21 ,  IRol.  L.  C  D. 
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The  Brnall  immigrant  partj  of  some  fifty  of  the  Stockbridgea, 
which  came  on  thia  year,  located  late  in  the  fall  at  the  Grand 
£akalin,  on  the  eaat  aide  of  the  Fox  Kiver.  The  year  following, 
another  tribe,  which  had  joined  the  Mo-he-kan  nncks  in  the  pur- 
chase, to  wit,  the  Monseea,  became  identified  in  the  interest,  and 
a  small  party  of  the  Brothertowns  reached  Green  Bay  the  follow- 
ing 3'ear,  and  located  at  Little  Eakalin,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river. 

The  teveral  tribes  of  the  New  York  Indians  now  hoped  to  be 
able  to  occupy,  without  further  liindrance  or  trouble,  their  new 
homes,  jointly  with  the  Menomonees;  but  subsequent  events 
proved  tlieir  wishes  bat  half  attained.  The  whites  and  traders 
at  Green  Bay  saw  that  the  Menomonees  had  been  grossly  over- 
reached by  their  now  friends,  the  New  York  Indians,  in  a  bargain. 
They  very  soon  showed  that  tribe,  that  in  making  the  Nbt-tawaya 
equal  owners  with  them  in  their  country,  they  could  no  longer 
control  their  own  affairs,  especially  in  the  great  business  of  treat- 
ing with  their  great  Father;  that  the  New  York  Indians,  if  their 
treaties  were  to  stand,  would,  in  a  short  time,  out-general  them  in 
tactics,  and  probably  in  numbers,  and  put  them  completely  in  the 
back  ground  in  all  public  matters.  Tlio  arguments  had  their  ef- 
fect, and  in  a  short  time  the  Menomonees  repented  of  the  bargain, 
and  sought  means  to  invalidate  the  treaties.  The  same  ingenuity 
which  had  helped  them  to  a  dislike,  found  a  ready  pretext  for 
denying  and  repudiating  the  treaties,  CB|)ecially  the  last  one.  It 
was  said,  that  at  the  treaty  of  1832,  bcveral  of  the  chiefs  highest 
in  authority  were  not  present,  which,  being  true,  gave  the  tribe 
a  good  reason  for  denying  and  with-holding  sanction  to  the  ar- 
rangement. As  usual  in  such  cases,  the  Menomonees  separated 
into  two  parties,  the  one  adhering  to  the  treaties  and  the  interest 
of  the  New  York  Indians,  the  other  denyiug  them  and  resisting 
their  rights  to  any  part  of  the  country.  The  adverse  party  had 
the  support  of  all  the  trading  interest,  together  with  most  of  the 
half  breeds,  and  soon  became  the  strongest,  both  in  point  of  in- 
fluence and  numbers. 
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Things  were  scarcely  more  favorable  to  the  New  York  Indians 
in  that  State  than  in  the  West.  The  opposition  to  the  whole  plan 
became  stronger  with  time,  and  great  bitterness  of  feeling  evinced 
itself  by  every  sort  of  evil,  and  often  false  and  slanderons  report, 
aboat  the  Western  Indians  and  country.  Not  one  of  the  Benecas, 
Tuscaroras,  or  Onondagas,  would  hear  a  word  of  emigration.  A 
small  party  of  Oneidas,  together  with  a  second  one  of  the  Stock- 
bridse?,  came  out  in  182i:i — the  former  under  the  lead  of  Nkddt 
Atsiquet,  located  at  Little  Kakalin,  where  they  remained  until 
1825,  when  they  removed  to  Duck  Creek. 

With  the  opposition  of  a  large  part  of  the  Menomonees  to  the 
treaties,  and  that  of  most  of  the  several  New  York  tribes  to  emz- 
gratiun,  the  Stockbridges,  and  a  few  of  the  Oneidaa,  being  the 
only  ones  who  had  come  out,  things  wore  on  with  a  disconraging 
prosf  ect  for  the  ultimate  success  of  Wiluamb'  grand  scheme,  and 
the  views  and  interests  of  the  Ogden  Company,  till  the  year  1827, 
when  the  mattef  of  tlie  rights  of  the  New  York  Indians  came  up 
before  the  council,  at  the  treaty  of  Butte  Des  Morts,  Hon.  Ls^tb 
Cass  and  Col.  Thokab  L.  MoKinn'bt,  commissioners.*    The  second 

•  It  wa«i  at  thin  treatj,  that  OsHEOflH,  tho  praiwit  hMtd  Chief  of  tha  Mtnroion— i,  vaa  Axit  reoof 
■ized.  Aitcr  the  Coaoeil  wan  opened.  Got.  Cam  udd  :  **  We  hare  obeerred  for  aoine  Ume  the  Meaoo- 
oae««  to  be  in  a  bad  Hiiuatioa  an  to  their  chlefk.  There  li  no  one  we  can  talk  to  na  the  head  of  the 
nation.  If  anything  BhoaM  happon,  we  want  loiuo  man,  who  has  aathoritj  In  the  antioa,  that ««  on 
look  to.  You  appear  like  a  flock  of  gee»e,  without  a  leader,  lome  flj  one  wi^  and  10010  another.  To- 
morrow, at  tho  opening  of  the  Connoil,  w«  ehall  appoint  a  principal  chief  of  tho  MenoBKMcea.  We 
flhall  make  enquiry  this  afternoon,  and  try  to  leleet  the  proper  man.  We  iliaU  givo  him  the  madri, 
and  expect  tbe  MenomonoeB  to  refpeet  him."  A.  6.  E. 

From  U^TiflOx's  Lost  Priiuty  at  Life  of  Rot.  Elbauk  Williaxs,  we  make  the  foUowing  notioe  of 
OsBxosn,  as  related  in  that  work  in  connection  with  tho  treaty  of  Batte  dee  Moit^  in  ISSfT :  **0a 
Auguvt  7th,  two  Toung  men  were  called  In  fhmt  of  the  oommlaeionex*  (one  named  Oucosi,  nliaa  GuTi 
the  other  wae  called  Caejrov.)  Col.  McKixivkt  then  addroMod  them,  and  pnt  medala  aionnd  thdr 
neckii.  O1800S8  or  Ukkokhk,  as  tbe  namo  is  epelleU  in  the  printed  treaty,  w«i  made  hoMd  ehief,  Bad  A* 
fhture  or^an  of  communication  w  ith  tbe  Commissioners— and  thus,  1^  his  InatnuMBtality,  tiie  pt- 
perty  of  the  New  Yoik  Indians  was  given  OTer  to  the  United  States.  A  short  story,  which  Ur.  War 
UAMB  told  mc  in  conrersatlon,  will  show  who  Oisoon  was,  and  what  a  *  proper  poraon '  waa  fensdk 
him.  One  morning,  at  dawn  of  day,  about  a  year  prerions  to  the  treaty  of  Butte  d«B  Uorts^  a  youf 
half  breed  Indian,  who  was  [a  distant  relatiTo  of  Mrs.  JocnsAir,  the  motlMr-ln.law  of  Mr.  WnixUfi 
was  puddling  in  his  canoe  down  Ilell  Creek,  a  Umnoh  of  tho  Fos  RiTtr.  It  waa  mill  dark,  eo  that  ok 
jects  could  not  be  distinctly  discerned.  As  he  glided  by  the  tall  mshes  grovlBg  near  tho  taak,  hs  «^ 
acrred  them  moTe,  as  if  some  animal  was  among  them  Supposing  it  to  bo  a  deer,  he  fired  at  the  «pot 
where  he  saw  the  motion,  and  then  paddled  through  an  opening  in  tho  tttdato  itt  tho  •fleet  of  hfs  sh«t 
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article  of  that  treaty  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  ^'  Much  diffi- 
culty having  ariseli  from  the  negotiation  between  the  Menomonee 
and  Winnebago  tribes,  and  the  various  tribes  and  portions  of  tribes 
of  Indians  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  claims  of  the  respec- 
tive parties  being  mach  contested,  as  well  with  relation  to  the  ten- 
ure and  bonndaries  of  the  two  tracts,  claimed  by  the  said  New  York 
Indians  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  as  to  the  authority  of  the  persons 
who  signed  the  agreement  on  the  pait  of  the  Menomonees,  and  the 
whole  subject  having  been  examined  at  the  council  this  day  con- 
cluded, and  the  allegations,  proofs  and  statements  of  the  respec- 
tive parties  having  been  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  com- 
missioners, so  that  the  same  can  be  decided  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States ;  it  is  agreed  by  the  Menomonees  and  Winne- 
bagoes,  that  so  far  as  respects  their  interest  ia  the  premises,  the 
whole  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whoso  decision  shall  be  final.  And  the  President 
is  authorized,  on  their  parts,  to  establish  such  boundaries 
between  them  and  the  New  York  Indians,  as  he  may  con- 
sider equitable  and  just.^  The  United  States  Senate,  in  its  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty,  took  cat  e  to  save  the  New  York  Indians, 
by  providing  '^  that  the  said  treaty  shall  not  impair  or  efi^ect  any 
right  or  claim  which  the  New  York  Indians,  or  any  of  them,  have 


To  his  inexpreMible  horror,  he  fband  an  Indian  in  hia  oanots  vhidi  waa  half  drawn  ea  ihoxv,  drooping 
]iM««ilj  orer  the  side  of  his  bark,  with  a  ihot  through  hia  haad.  Ai  the  dc«d  waa  accidental,  he  had 
no  wish  to  eoaeeal  it,  and  patting  the  bodjr  in  hia  own  canoe,  paddled  down  to  Green  Baj,  to  the  en- 
campiiM^nt  of  Oibcoss,  as  the  Indian  killed  belonged  to  hia  parlj.  Cm  landing,  he  went  strait  to  Obcosi, 
and  infbrmed  him  of  what  had  happened,  when  Oiboosi,  who  waa  drunk  at  the  timai  drew  his  knifr,  and 
plnngiag  it  repeatedlj  into  hia  bodj,  eonUnnod  stabbing  him  till  he  was  dead.  He  was  arrested  for 
xnnrder,  bat  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  inflnence  among  the  Indians,  waa  acquitted.  But  though  he  had 
escaped  the  law,  there  was  another  tribunal,  of  a  different  kind,  to  which  he  was  aiill  exposed*  Theia  la 
m  traditional  institution  among  the  Indians,  reiy  similar  to  the  avenger  of  blood.  Mrs.  Joubdax,  aa 
the  relative  of  tUo  slaiutUid  a  medicin*  woman,  had  on)j«  aeoordiag  to  tbo  cnstom  of  the  nation,  to 
take  a  pipe  and  a  war-dub,  and  laj  them  down  at  the  feet  of  an/  of  tho  chiefs  of  the  Mmomonaes,  and 
prononnoe  the  name  *  Oiwam,*  in  order  to  iniure  a  Just  and  immediate  retribution.  When  the  daj 
appointed  for  the  council  at  Butto  dca  Uorts  drew  Btai;  fearing  that  anless  he  was  reconciled  with  htr, 
his  life  might  be  taken,  he  proceeded  to  her  house,  acknowledged  the  murder,  threw  himself  on  hit 
merej,  and  Implofed  pardon.  It  waa  granted,  and  the  onlj  punishment  be  reeeiyed  was  the  flem  la- 
TeciiTO  which  the  elotiuent  tongue  of  an  iadlgnant  wonan  caa  b«itow.**  L.  0.  D. 
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to  the  lands,  or  any  of  the  lands,  mentioned  ip  the  said  treaty/* 
which  was  just  equivalent  to  rejecting  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  altogether. 

In  1830,  Messrs.  Ebabtus  Root  and  James  McOall,  of  New 
York,  and  John  T.  Mason,  Secretary  of  Michigan,  were  appointed 
commissioners  by  the  United  States  to  cfToct  between  the  con- 
tending Indians  an  adjustment  of  the  whole  matter.  Thuy  ar- 
rived at  Grreen  Bay  in  August,  and  immediately  assembled  the 
Menomonees  and  New  York  Indians.  Eight  days  were  spent  in 
council,  and  great  exertions  used  by  the  commissioners  to  bring 
the  party  to  terms.  Tiie  Menomonees  were  inflexible.  Oshkosh, 
a  powerful  and  influential  chief,  was  at  the  head  of  the  nation. 
He  confessed  to  no  knowledge 'whatever  of  the  claims  of  the 
New  York  Indians ;  said  as  they  were  in  the  country,  they  could 
stay  during  good  behavior,  but  must  be  regarded  as  tenants  at 
will,  and  in  no  sense  coijsidered  as  owners  or  controllers  of  the 
soil.  Several  of  the  other  chiefs  held  the  same  language.  The 
commission  broke  up,  effecting  nothing. 

Col.  Samckl  C.  Stambaugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed 
Indian  Agent  to  succeed  Henbt  6.  Brevoort,  who  had  been  re- 
moved. The  new  agent  soon  became  acquainted  with  the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  contending  parties,  and  espoused  the  interests 
of  the  Menomonees,  traders  and  whites,  in  opposition  to  the  New 
York  Indians.  He  affected  to  have  examined  the  several  trea- 
ties, and  the  vrhole  ground  of  the  claims  under  them,  and  told  the 
Menomonees  that  they  were  without  validity  or  force,  and  that 
duty  to  themselves  and  their  children  demanded  an  abeolate  de- 
nial of  the  whole  claim.  No  advice  could  have  gone  farther  to 
place  him  in  favor  with,  and  in  the  confidence  of,  this  tribe.  The 
Agent  told  the  chiefs,  that  no  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  United 
States  was  so  poor  as  they  were ;  that  with  a  wide  waste  of  landc 
entirely  useless  to  them,  they  had  not  a  dollar  of  annuity,  while 
many  of  their  neighbors  received  annually  twenty  to  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  that,  happily  for  them,  he  had  been  sent  amoDg 
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them,  jnst  in  time  to  save  them  from  the  rapacity  of  Indian  and 
white  Bharpera  from  New  York,  and  that  now  they  conld  in 
place  of  giring  away  their  country  to  the  New  Yorkers,  sell  a 
small  portion  of  it  to  the  United  States,  and  have  heavy  annoi- 
ties  for  all  time  to  come.  It  was  unnecesaary  for  him  to  repeat 
the  argument  His  plan  was  as  mach  opposed  by  the  French  ' 
and  traders  as  that  of  the  New  York  Indians  had  been,  but  with- 
omt  the  least  effect  The  Menomonees  wer^  for  going  to  Wasb^ 
ington  and  making  a  treaty  to  get  annuities.  StahbIuoh  applied^ 
to  Got.  Cass,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  permission 
to  take  ten  of  the  Menomonee  chiefd  to  Washington  that  fall — 
got  a  flat  refusal,  to  which  he  paid  not  the  least  attention,  but 
left  Green  Bay  with  fourteen  Menomonees  on  the  8th  November^ 
1880.  Arriving  at  Detroit  about  the  20th,  he  was  received  with 
evident  surprise  and  reserve  by  the  Superintendent.  Prolific  in 
excuses,  he  soon  made  it  fair  weather  with  Gov.  Cabs,  who  sanc- 
tioned the  proceeding,  and  added  Robbbt  A.  Forstth,  his  special 
confidant  in  all  Indian  matters,  and  Jobk  T.  Mason,  late  Secretary 
of  Michigan  Territory,  to  the  delegation. 

Mr.  WiLUAiis,  and  Daniel  Bbbad,  principal  chief  of  the  Onei- 
das,  bad  followed  up  Col.  Stambaugh  to  Detroit,  and  were  by 
Gov.  Cass  also  added  to  the  party,  all  of  which  were  now  vnder 
Col.  Stambaugh,  as  Indian  Agent  from  Green  Bay,  trayelling  to* 
ward  Washington  at  public  charge.  The  11th  of  December 
found  the  whole  party  at  Washington,  and  duly  recognized  by 
Hon.  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Gen.  Jackson,  Presir 
dent  of  the  United  States.  The  occasion  was  one  of  intense  iir-^ 
terest  to  all  parties  concerned.  John  W.  Quinnet,  one  of  the 
Stockbridge  tribe,  (Hbndsiok  having  died  four  years  before)  was 
in  attendafice  for  the  Stockbridges.  Thos.  L.  Ogden,  Esq.,  of 
New  York,  protected  the  rights  of  the  New  York  Indians,  and 
incidentally  the  interests  of  the  Ogden  Land  Company,  who  had 
not  yet  abandoned  the  hope  of  procuring  the  proper  location,  and 
inducing  several  bands  of  Senecas  to  migrate  to  Green  Bay. 

The  Menomonees  were  formally  presented  to  the  Presidenti  and 
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near  the '  Little  Sackalin,'  at  a  point  known  as  the  ^Old  Mill  Dam,' 
thence  north-west  forty  miles;  thenoe  north-east  to  the  Ooon* 
to  creeky  falling  into  Green  Bay ;  thence  down  said  Oooato  creek 
to  Oreon  Bay ;  thence  up  and  along  Green  Bay  and  F09:  Biver  to 
the  place  of  beginning ;  excluding  therefrom  all  pri?ate  claims 
confirmed,  and  also  the  following  reservation  for  military  pnr* 
poses :  Beginning  on  the  Fox  Birer,  at  the  month  of  the  first 
creek  above  Fort  Howard,  thence  north  sixty- four  degrees  west  to 
Duck  Creek ;  thence  down  said  Duck  Greek  to  its  mouth ;  thence 
up  and  along  Green  Bay  and  Fox  Biver  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
The  Meuomoueelndiausalsoreserve,  fjr  the  use  of  the  U.  States, 
from  the  country  herein  designated  for  the  Kew  York  Indians, 
timber  and  firewood  for  the  United  States  garrison,  and  as  much 
land  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  pnblic  highways  to  be  loca- 
ted by  the  direction  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  Indians,  contains  by  estimation, 
about  five  Imndred  thousand  acres,  and  includes  all  their  improve- 
ments  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  Biver.  As  it  is  intended  for  a 
home  for  the  several  tribes  ot  New  York  Indians,  who  may  be 
residing  upon  the  lauds  at  the  expiration  of  three  yeirs  from  this 
date,  and  for  none  others,  the  President  is  empowered  to  apportion 
the  lands  among  the  actual  occupants  at  that  tjme,  so  as  not  to  as- 
sign to  any  tribe  a  greater  number  of  acres  than  may  be  equal  to 
one  hundred  for  each  soul  actually  settled  upon  the  lands ;  and  if 
at  the  time  of  such  apportionment,  any  lands  shall  remain  unoc- 
cupied by  any  tribe  of  the  New  York  Indians,  snch  portion  as 
would  have  belonged  to  said  Indians,  had  it  been  occupied,  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States.  That  portion,  if  any,  so  reverting,  to 
be  laid  off  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  the  lands  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States  for  the 
New  York  Indians,  are  to  be  held  by  those  tribes,  under  each 
tenure  as  the  Meuomonee  Indians  now  hold  their  lands,  subject 
to  such  regulations  and  alteration  of  tenure,  as  Oongress  and  the 
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President  of  the  United  States  shall^  from  time  to  time,  tSdnk 
proper  to  adopt." 

After  making  prorision  for  an  extensive  farming  and  educatioa- 
al  establishment  for  their  own  benefit,  (whioh^  by-the-bye,  proved 
abortive,  the  traders  and  Roman  Catholics  persuading  the  Indians 
to  reject  all  its  proposed  benefits,)  they  return  to  the  New  York 
Indians  again,  in  the  sixth  article,  as  follows:  ^^The  Menomonee 
chiefs  request  that  snch  part  of  it  as  relates  to  the  New  York  In- 
dians, be  immediately  submitted  to  the  representatives  of  their 
tribes.  And  if  they  refuse  to  accept  the  provision  made  for  their 
benefit,  and  to  remove  upon  the  lands  set  apart  for  them,  on  the 
west  side  of  Fox  River,  that  he  [the  President]  will  direct  their 
immediate  removal  from  the  Menomonee  country ;  but  if  they 
agree  to  accept  the  liberal  offer  made  to  them  by  the  parties  to 
this  compact,  then  the  Menomonee  tribe,  as  dutiful  children  of 
their  Great  Father,  the  President,  will  take  them  by  the  hand  as 
brothers,  and  settle  down  with  them  in  peace  and  friendship." 

Thus  were  the  long  cherished  schemes  of  one  of  the  principal 
actors,  Eleazer  Williams,  finally  crushed  forever.  Those  of  the 
Ogden  Land  Company  were  also  nearly  forlorn.  The  tract  of  land 
set  off  for  the  New  York  Indians,  was  quite  too  limited,  and  by 
no  means  inviting  for  agricultural  purposes.  But  the  greatest  ob- 
jection of  all  was,  the  limitation  of  time  to  three  years  as  the  ex  • 
tent  to  which  the  tract  would  be  open  for  occupancy.  No  reason- 
able hope  could  be  entertained  of  getting  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ecas,  and  other  Western  bands,  to  whose  reservations  the  Ogden 
Land  Oompany's  right  of  pre  emption  attached,  to  remove  in  so 
abort  a  time.  The  treaty  was  therefore  regarded  as  nearly  a  final 
bar  to  the  whole  enterprise,  and  given  up  in  despair. 

The  New  York  delegates,  however,  kept  np  courage,  and  con- 
tinued their  remonstrances  against  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the 
stipulation.  They  had  the  sympathy  of  the  New  York 
Senators  and  politicians  generally.  Col.  Stambauoh  soon  found 
that  he  had  over-shot  the  mark,  and  that  the  treaty  would  likely 
be  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  ftirther  that  his  appointment  as 
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Indian  Agent  at  Green  Bay^  not  yet  confirmed,  would  be  reject- 
ed. Acting  under  these  apprehensions,  he  undertook  a  cure  of 
the  evil — a  correction  of  hia  blunders.  Accordingly,  the  Menom- 
onees  having  been  previously  instructed,  they  were  again  brought 
before  the  commissioners,  on  the  17th  of  February,  and  the  fol- 
lowing supplementary  agreed  to,  to  wit : 

^'  Whereas,  certain  articles  of  agreement  were  entered  into  and 
concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  8th  day  of  February, 
instant,  between  the  undersigned,  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  representing  the  Me* 
nomonee  tribe  of  Indians,  whereby  a  portion  of  the  Menomonee 
country,  on  the  north-west  side  of  Fox  Biver  and  Green  Bay,  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  In- 
dians, upon  certain  conditions  and  restrictions  therein  expressed : 

f 

And  whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  tiie  parties  to  that  agree- 
ment, who  are  parties  hereto,  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  and 
satisfactory  to  some  of  those  interested  that  one  or  two  immaterial 
changes  be  made  in  the  jir%t  and  Bx^th  articles,  so  as  not  to  limit 
the  number  of  acres  to  one  hundred  to  each  soul  who  may  be 
settled  upon  the  land  when  the  President  apportions  it,  as  also  to 
make  unlimited  the  time  of  removal  and  settlement  upon  these 
lands  by  the  New  York  Indians,  but  to  leave  both  those  matters 
discretionary  with  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Now,  there- 
fore, as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  professions  made  by  the 
Menomonee  Indians,  when  they  declared  themselves  anxious  to 
terminate,  in  an  amicable  manner,  their  disputes  with  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  also  as  a  further  proof  of  their  love  and  vene- 
ration for  their  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  representatives  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  of  In- 
dians, unite  and  agree  with  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  in  mak- 
ing and  acknowledging  the  following  supplementary  articles  a 
part  of  their  aforesaid  agreement. 

(c  Fif^i^  Ji;  ig  agreed  between  the  undersigned,  commissioners 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  th^  chiefs  and  warriors  repre- 
senting the  Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians,  that,  for  the  reasons 
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above  expressed,  such  parts  of  the  first  article  of  the  agreement, 
entered  into  between  the  parties  hereto,  on  the  eighth  instant,  aa 
limits  the  removal  and  settlement  of  the  New  York  Indians  npon» 
the  lands  therein  provided  for  their  inture  homes,  to  three  years, 
shall  be  altered  and  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  prescribe  the  time  for  the  re- 
moval and  settlement  of  the  New  York  Indians  npon  the  lands 
thus  provided  for  them ;  and,  kt  the  expiration  of  such  reasona- 
ble time,  he  shall  apportion  the  land  among  the  actnal  settlers  in 
snch  manner  as  he  shall  deem  equitable  and  jnst.  And  if  within 
such  reasonable  time,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe  for  that  purpose,  the  New  York  Indians  shall  refhse  to 
accept  the  provisions  made  for  their  benefit,  or  having  agreed, 
shall  neglect  or  refnse  to  remove  from  New  York,  and  settle  on 
the  said  lands,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  that  purpose,  that 
then,  and  in  either  of  these  events,  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  be 
and  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  according  to  said 
first  article,  excepting  so  much  thereof  as  the  President  shall 
deem  justly  due  to  such  of  the  New  York  Indians  as  shall  actually 
have  removed  to,  and  settled  on,  the  said  lands. 

''  Second.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  the  part  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  agreement  aforesaid,  which  requires  the  removal  of  those 
of  the  New  York  Indians,  who  may  not  be  settled  on  the  lands 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  leave  such 
removal  discretionary  with  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Menomonee  Indians  having  full  confidence,  that  in  n>aking 
this  distinction,  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  Uieir  nation." 

This  relieved  the  treaty  of  two  of  its  odious  features  in  the  view 
of  the  New  York  Indians.  Still  the  country  set  off  was  objection- 
able both  in  quality  and  quantity^  and  they  avowed  their  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  As  was  antici- 
pated, the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  either  the  treaty,  or  the 
nomination  of  Stahbaugh  as  Indian  Agent  at  Green  Bay,  at  that 
session  of  Congress.     An  expedient  was  resorted  to  by  Ool. 
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SiAicBiuaH  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  save  the  trea^,  which 
was  to  add  a  atipulation  to  it,  wherebj  its  oonditioDS  were  tortand 
good  till  the  next  session  <^f  the  Senate.  This  was  done  on  the 
16th  of  March.  There  was,  of  coarse,  now  a  vacanoy  in  the  In- 
dian agency  at  Green  Bay.  The  President  appointed  Stambatoh 
iq)ecial  Agent  to  return  to  Green  Bay  with  the  Menomonees,  and 
close  up  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  The 
treaty  was  taken  up  at  the  next  session  of  Oongreas. 

The  proviso  added  to  it  by  the  Senate,  shows  the  influence  the 
New  York  Indians  had  with  that  body.  It  is  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : — ^^  Provided^  That  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing the  rights  of  the  New  York  Indians  on  a  permanent  and  just 
footing,  the  said  treaty  shall  be  ratified  with  the  express  nnder- 
standing,  that  two  townships  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Winne- 
bago Lake,  equal  to  forty-six  thousand  and  eighty  acres,  shall  be 
laid  off,  (to  commoner  at  some  point  to  be  agreed  on,)  for  the  nse 
of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes ;  and  that  the  improve, 
ments  made  on  the  lands  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  tribes 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Fox  River,  which  said  lands  are  to  be  re- 
linquished, shall,  after  being  valued  by  a  commissioner  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  Statos,  be  paid  for  by  the 
Government :  providedj  however,  that  the  valuation  of  such  im- 
provements shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  five  thousand  dol- 
lars :  and  that  there  shall  be  one  township  of  land  adjoining  the 
foregoijg,  equal  to  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres,  laid  off 
and  granted  for  the  use  of  the  Brothertown  Indians ;  who  are  to 
be  paid  by  the  Government  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  six 
hundred  dollars  for  the  improvements  on  the  lanfls  now  in  their 
possession,  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  Biver,  and  which  lands  are  to 
be  relinquished  by  said  Indians.  Also,  that  a  new  line  shall  be 
run  parallel  to  the  south-western  boundary  line,  or  course  of  the 
tract  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  described  in  the  first  article 
of  this  treaty,  and  set  apart  for  the  New  York  Indians,  to  com- 
mence  at  a  point  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  River,  and  one  mile 
above  the  Grand  Ohute  on  Fox  Biver,  and  at  a  sufficient  distance 
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from  the  said  bonndary  line  as  established  by  the  said  first  artiele, 
as  shall  eomprehead  ths  additipnal  quantity  of  two  hiindiisd 
thousand  acres  of  land,  on  and  along  the  west  side  of  Fox  BWery 
without  including  any  of  the  confirmed  private  land  daims  on 
the  Fox  Biver,  and  which  two  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  a 
part  of  the  fire  hundred  thousand  acres  intended  to  be  set  apart 
for  the  Six  Nations  of  the  New  York  Indians  and  the  6t  B^is 
.  tribe ;  and  that  an  equal  quantity  to  that  which  is  added  on  the 
south*westem  side,  shall  be  taken  off  from  the  north-eastern-side 
of  said  tract)  described  in  that  article,  on  the  Oconto  creek,  to  be 
determined  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  so  that  the  whole  number  of  acres  to  be 
granted  to  the  Six  Nations  and  St.  Regis  tribe  of  Indians,  shall 
not  exceed  the  quantity  originally  stipulated  by  the  treaty." 

This  proviso  of  the  Senate  was  fully  satisfactory  to  the  Stock- 
bridges,  Munsees^and  Brothertowns,  and  silenced  all  objections 
from  them ;  that  for  the  Six  Nations  and  St  Begis  tribes,  although 
satisfactory,  fell  so  far  short  of  the  policy  of  Williams,  and  the 
Ogden  LandCompany,  that  they  abandoned  the  whole  concern, 
and  from  that  day,  gave  up  all  hope  or  attempt  at  a  general  coloni- 
zation of  the  Six  Nations  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  Green  Bay. 

When  the  treaty  came  to  be  promulged,  in  July  of  1882,  with 
the  proviso  of  the  Senate  thereto,  a  new  difficulty  arose  with  the 
Menomonees,  who  declared  their  intention  never  to  permit  a  New 
York  Indian  to  occupy  a  foot  of  land  south  of  the  Little  Kakaliu 
line,  proposed  by  themselves  in  the  treaty.  It  then  became  ne- 
cessary to  get  their  assent  to  the  Senate  amendment,  or  to  make 
a  new  arrangement  before  peace  could  be  had  between  the  par- 
ties. For  this  purpose,  Hon.  Obobge  B.  Porter,  Governor  of 
Michigan,  was  appointed  commissioner,  in  the  fall  of  1832,  to  re- 
pair to  Green  Bay,  and  essay  a  final  settlement  of  the  difficultiee. 
Gov.  PoBTKR  was  a  man  of  indomitable  energy  and  perseveranoe, 
of  consummate  tact  and  penetration,  and  brought  to  his  task  a 
firm  determination  not  to  leave  the  ground  till  the  object  was  ac- 
eompUshed.  Both  parties  soon  found,  that  they  had  got  past  the 
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use  of  all  diBsimulatioD,  braggadooia  or  humbug.  A  T6iy  brief 
diBcuBBion  by  Gov.  Pobteb  brought  all  parties  to  an  amicable  un- 
deratandiDgy  and  a  final  settlement  of  affairs.  This  arrangementi 
concluded  by  Qov.  Porter,  Oct.  27th,  1833,  is  so  important  to  this 
history,  tiiat  tho  following  extracts  are  herewith  copied  : 

^^FirsU  The  said  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Menomonee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  do  net  object  to  any  of  the  matters  contained  in 
the  proviso  annexed  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  granting  of  three  townships 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Winnebago  to  the  Stockbridge, 
MuQsee,  and  Brothcrtown  tribes ;  to  the  valuation  and  payment 
lor  their  improvements,  &c.,  (ending  with  the  words  '  and  whUh 
lands  are  to  he  relinquished  hy  said  Indians.^)  They  theref(»re 
assent  to  the  same. 

^^  Second.  The  said  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Menomonee 
nation  of  Indians,  objecting  to  ail  the  matters  contained  in  the 
said  proviso  annexed  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  80  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  running  a  new  line  paral- 
lel to  the  south- western  boundary  line  or  course  of  the  tract  of 
five  hundred  thousand  acres,  described  in  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty,  and  set  apart  for  the  New  York  Indians,  to  commence  at 
a  point  on  the  s<.>utli-we3tern  side  of  Fox  River,  and  one  mile 
above  Orand  Olnitc,  on  Fox  Kiver,  and  at  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  said  boundary  line,  as  established  by  the  said  first  ar- 
ticle, as  shall  comprehend  the  additional  quantity  of  two  hun- 
dred thoueand  acres  of  land,  on  and  along  the  west  side  of  Fox 
Kiver,  without  including  any  of  the  confirmed  private  land  claims 
on  the  Fox  River,  to  compose  a  part  of  the  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  intended  to  be  set  apart  for  the  Six  Nations  of  the 
New  Fork  Indians  and  St.  Re^s  tribe,  agree^  in  lieu  of  this  propo- 
sition, to  set  ofi'  a  like  (quantity  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres, 
as  follows  :  The  said  Menomonee  nation  hereby  agree  to  cede, 
for  the  bonciit  of  the  New  York  Indians,  along  the  Bouth-wcstem 
boundary  line  of  the  present  five  hundred  thooeand  acres  de* 
scribed  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  as  set  apart  for  the  New 
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York  IndiayoSi  a  tract  of  land  bounded  as  follows :    Beginning  on 
the  said  treaty  line,  at  the  old  milldam  on  Fox  Biyer,  and  thence 
extending  np  along  fox  Siver  to  the  little  Bapid  Croche ;  from 
thence  running  a  north-west  course  three  miles ;  thence  on  aline 
^running  parallel  with  the  several  courses  of  Fox  Biver,  and  three 
:  miles  distant  from  the  river,  until  it  will  intersect  a  line  running 
r  on  a  north-west  coursci  commencing  at  a  point  one  mile  above  the 
^  Xqhrand  Chute ;  thence  on  a  line  runing  north-west,  so  far  as 
.will  be  necessary  to  include,  betwew  the  said  last  line  and  the 
line  described  as  the  south-western  boundary  line  of  the  five 
^.hundred  thousand  acres  in  the  treaty  aforesaid,  the  quantity  pf 
-two hundred  thousand  acres ;  and  thence  running  northeast  un- 
til it  will  intersect  the  line  forming  the  soath-western  boundary 
-  line  aforesaid ;  and  from  thence  along  the  said  line  to  the  old  mill- 
dam,  or  place  of  beginning,  containing  two  hundred  thousand 
--.acres.    Excepting  and  reserving  therefrom  the  jprivile^e  of  Qhas. 
A.  GsiGNON  for  erecting  a  mill  on  Apple  creek,  etc.,  as  approved 
by  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  all  confirmed 
3^ private  land  claims  on  the  Fox  Biver.    The  lines  of  said  tract  of 
^land  so  granted,  to  be  run,  marked,  and  laid  .off  without  delay,  by 
^  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.    And  that  in  exchange  for  the  above,  a  quantity  of  land 
.equal  to  that  which  is  added  to  the  south-western  side,  shall  be 
taken  off  from  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  said  tract,  described 
in  that  article,  on  the  Oconto  creek,  to  be  run,  marked,  and  deter- 
mined by  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  eo  that  the  whole  number  of 
^..acres  to  be  granted  to  the  Six  Nations  and  St.  Begis  tribe  of  In- 
.dians,  shall  not  exceed  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  thousand 
_  acres." 

Of  which  terms  and  conditions,  the  several  tribes  of  the  Kew 
1^  York  Indians  signified  their  acceptance  and  approval,  in  an  arti- 
cle of  agreement  entered  into  with  Gov.  Fobtsb,  and  signed  by 
tjieir  headmen,  on  the  27tli  day  of  October,  1832,  in  the  follow- 
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ing  words :  ^^  So  far  as  the  tribes  to^  vhieh  we  belong  are  cob- 
cemed,  we  are  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  treaty  ahonld  be  fit 
fied  on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Menomonees.  We  ftotkr 
believe,  that  the  tract  of  land  which  the  Menomonees  intti 
within  agreement  are  willing  to  cede,  in  exchange  for  an  efpi 
quantity  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  tract  of  five  hundred  th» 
eand  acres,  contains  a  snfficiont  quantity  of  good  land,  favor&lif 
and  advantageously  sitnalKl,  to  answer  all  the  wants  of  the  'Sm 
York  Indians  and  St  RegVj  tribe.  For  the  purpoee,  then,  of  pit^ 
ting  an  end  to  strife,  and  that  we  may  all  sit  down  in  peace  ifli 
harmony,  wo  thus  signify  our  acceptance  of  the  modificatioH 
proposed  by  the  Menomonees;  and  we  most  respectfully  requeii 
that  the  treaty,  ns  now  modified  by  the  ai^reeinent  this  dayentef 
ed  into  with  the  Menomonees,  may  be  ratified  and  approved  bf 
the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States." 

This  was  a  subtantial  settlement  of  the  whole  question,  fld 
gave  ]»erfoct  satisfaction  to  all  the  Xew  York  Indian -s  whotai 
moved  on,  or  were  even  expected  to  move  on  to  Green  Bay.  Tklii 
whole  of  the  Stockbridges,  Brothortowns,  a  part  of  the  Manae* 
and  some  eleven  hundred  of  tno  Oneidas,  moved  soon  after  onto 
their  re^^pective  locations.  The  Stockbridges  immediately  ahii'lp; 
doned  their  location  at  the  Grand  Xakalin,  and  occupied  tbeMVfl: 
grounds  aseigned  them  cast  of  Lake  Winnebago ;  and  the  B» 
thertowns  did  the  same.  The  Oneidas  continued  by  acce8Bioiii^]lc 
small  parties  annually  to  augment  the  settlement  at  Duck  Great 

There  was  one  interest,  that  of  the  Land  Company,  that  w*  p 
not  appeased.  As  matters  now  stood,  there  was  virtually  no  rf*  ^ 
able  home  for  such  of  the  western  tribes  in  New  York  as  occnfiA  I 
the  reservations  to  which  this  Company  held  the  pre-emption Jf^ 
of  purcliase,  and  no  prospect  of  their  selling  and  removing  Walt 
With  the  vast  amount  at  stake,  the  large  sums  of  money  loctai 
up  in  these  prospective  rights,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
Company  would  rest,  or  cease  their  exertions  to  purchase  out  vi 
remove  these  Indians.  A  thousand  plans  were  proposed  and  it- 
jecled,  till  at  length  an  attempt  was  made  to  induce  them  to  re* 


I 


444 

)Te  to  the  Indian  Territorj,  squth-west  of  the  Hliioari.  The 
^M J  of  the  General  Gh)Ternment  was  pbtaiiied,  and  a  commis* 
ner,  Eahson  EL  Giu^err,  appointed  oa  the  part  of  the  United 
atoSi  to  treat  with  the  "  chiefs,  bead-men  and  warriors  of  the 
Yeral  tribes  of  the  New  York  Indians." 
The  treaty  purports  to  have  been  made  at  Buffalo  Greek,  on 
e  Ifith  of  January,  1838.  The  United  States  are  styled  one  of 
e  parties,  though  in  fact  they  had  but  a  small  share  in  the  trans* 
^on.  The  osteosible  object  would  seem  to  have  been,  the  pro- 
idiDg  the  several  bands  of  the  Senecas  with  a  home  !  To  a  care- 
1  observer,  the  result  sets  forth  quite  a  different  purpose.  But 
4  to  anticipate.  The  first  article,  after  the  preamble,  contains 
vslinquishmont  or  cession  by  the  New  York  Indiaus  of  "  all 
veSar  right,  title  and  interest  to  the  lands  secured  to  them  at  Green 
ly  by  the  Menomonee  treaty  of  1831."  This  cession  purports 
be  made  by  the  New  York  Indians,  as  if  for  those  who  had  ac- 
lired  the  lands.  But  not  one  of  the  individuals  subscribing  tiiis 
saty,  except  Elkazkb  Wiluams  as  for  the  St  Kegis,  ever  had 
ij  lot  or  part  whatever  in  bringing  about  the  Green  Bay  treaties. 
lay  were,  one  and  all,  of  those  who  had  always  opposed  and 
pndiated  those  treaties,  and  the  acquisitions  under  them.  The 
^vties  really  interested  in  those  treaties  were  all  at  Green  Bay, 
id  had  no  cognizance  of  this  Buffalo  Greek  treaty. 
However,  as  if  sensible  of  this  fact,  and  for  a  show  of  jnstice 
the  few  Oneidas,  and  others  there,  this  cession  contains  what 
uports  to  be  a  reservation,  doubtless  as  if  for  their  benefit ;  the 
serving  clause  is,  however,  unintelligable,  and  in  fact  reserves 
>fthing — ^vide  U.  S.  Indian  Treaties,  p.  561.  So  then  the  New  York 
idians  living  on  their  reservations  in  that  State,  in  1838,  affect  to 
l^  out  their  lands  in  Wisconsin  !  Then  the  United  States  for 
leh  a  cession,  are  made  on  their  part  to  stipulate,  to  provide  all 
le  New  York  Indians  homes  south  west  of  Missouri,  to  include  one 
ifllion  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  acres  of  the  best 
od  in  the  West ;  and  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  411,000  dollars  in 
mhf  besides  for  sundry  improvements  some  fiO,000  dollars  more  I 
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The  only  consideration  to  the  United  States,  for  this  immense  sti- 
pulation in  favor  of  the  New  Yorkers,  is  a  cession  of  their  pre- 
tended rights  (which  were  void  and  valneless)  to  about  100,0N 
acres  at  Green  Bay,  worth  at  that  day  about  ten  cents  per  acre, 
say  ten  thousand  uollars.  It  is  clear,  that  this  immense  sum  wk* 
not  to  be  paid  to  the  Senecas,  Tuscaroras,  Tonne  wand  as,  and  Oi- 
ondagas,  for  their  rights  at  Green  Bay,  the  only  consideratioi 
made  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

It  is  natural  to  inquirt^  after  the  real  consideration  that  theft 
tribes  were  to  offer  for  these  1,824,000  acres  of  choice  land  k 
Missouri,  and  the  $411,000  in  cash.  It  is  proposed  in  this  tretty 
to  furnish  them  hornet  in  the  West.  Had  they  no  homes  in  Net 
York  ?  A  little  further  on  in  the  treaty,  we  find  they  had  117,4W 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  New  York,  probably  under-estimated  bj 
the  commission  one  quarter ;  call  it,  at  least,  150,000  acres,  woifl 
ten  dollars  an  acre  at  that  day,  making  the  snug  little  sum  of  one 
million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  reservations.  Where 
did  this  go  to  ?  The  reservations  were  all  ceded  by  this  hocn 
pocus  legerdemain  proceeding,  called  a  treaty  between  the  TTnited  ^ 
States  and  the  Seneca  Indians,  to  Messrs.  Ooden  and  Fellows. 
for  the  ostensible  sum  of  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  dollaii 
This  treaty  after  all  had  but  slight  bearing  on  affairs  at  Greet 
Bay ;  it  left  the  bona  fide  settler  from  the  New  York  tribes,  infoE 
possession  of  thoir  lands,  which,  but  for  their  own  counsels,  ther 
they  might  have  had  to  this  day.* 

It  is  necessary  to  allude  to  but  one  other  transaction  touchiq 
the  New  York  Indian  settlement  at  Green  Bay.  In  Februaiyrf 
the  same  year,  1888,  under  the  advice  of  Rev.  Solomon  Da^ 
their  missionary,  the  Oneidas  resolved  on  having  some  mooe;, 
and  for  that  purpose  ncgociated  with  the  United  States.  Tkef 
were  the  sole  representatives  of  the  large  cession  of  the  trettrof 


^  It  xnAv  bo  t<l(1(Kl,  that  thli  tmtj  of  flie  Ogden  Oompuij  with  the  SeMctt,  which  wm  oMalailW 
fhind  and  briboiy,  wu  lo  matorUllj  unanded  hj  th«  United  Btatet  Senate,  m  to  m«k*  It  almOit  t  ** 
one,  and  still  it  waa  not  i atiafiactoxy  to  a  nugoritj  of  the  SeneoMj  who  yet  reoAia  ia  tho  ULiupWfT  ^ 
their  ancient  and  nueh  lored  domain.  L.  0*  1^- 
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1831,  by  the  MenomoneeB,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Foz  River. 
This  Mr.  Dayb,  with  four  of  the  Oneida  chieft,  repaired  to  Wash- 
ington, and  there  with  Oabst  A.  Habbis,  Esq.,  as  commissioner 
appointed  by  the  President  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
signed  a  treaty  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

^^Art.  1.  The  First  Christian  and  Orchard  parties  of  Indians, 
cede  to  the  United  States  all  their  title  and  interest  in  the  land  set 
apart  for  them  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Menomo- 
nees,  of  February  8th,  1831,  and  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  same  tribe,  October  27th,  1832. 

^'  Art.  2.  From  the  foregoing  cession  there  shall  be  reserved 
to  the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  as  other  Indian  lands  are  held,  a 
tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  acres,  for  each  individual, 
and  the  lines  shall  be  so  run  as  to  include  all  their  settlements 
and  improvements  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay. 

'^  Art  3.  In  consideration  of  the  cession  contained  in  the  first 
article  of  this  treaty,  the  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  Orch- 
ard party  of  the  Oneida  Indians  three  thousand  dollars,  and  to 
the  First  Christian  party  of  Oneida  Indians  thirty  thousand  and 
five  hundred  dollars,  of  which  last  sum  three  thonsand  dollars 
may  be  expended,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  Solomon 
Davis,  in  the  erection  of  a  church  and  parsonage  honse,  and  the 
residue  apportioned,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  among 
the  persons  having  just  claims  thereto ;  it  being  understood  that 
said  aggregate  sum  of  thirty  three  thousand  and  five  hundred 
dollars  is  designed  to  be  in  reimbursement  of  monies  expended 
by  said  Indians,  and  in  remuneration  of  the  services  of  their 
chiefs  and  agents,  in  purchasing  and  securing  a  title  to  the  land 
ceded  in  the  Ist  article.  The  United  States  ''further  agree,  to 
cause  tlie  tracts  reserved  in  the  2nd  article,  to  be  siuveyed  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

^^  Art.  4.  In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  chiefs  and  representatives  of  the  said 
parties  of  Oneida  Indians,  Johh  Dxnnt,  (alias  John  Sundown,) 
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.  SKETCH  OF  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OP  iffloJlftA  CftXjIjHrir    "* '"^* 
WISCONSIN,  AND  OF  THE  WESTERN  EMIGRATION 

COMPANY, 

BY   BEY.  JASON  LOTHSOP. 

A  fall  and  complete  history  of  Kenosha  county  is  not  pretended 

L  this  short  account.  Other  statements  have  been  made,  particu* 

nirly  that  of  Hon.  M.  Frank  in  his  ^^  Sketch  of  the  Early  History 

^d  Subsequent  Settlement  of  Southport^^  which  gives  as  correct 

id  general  a  view  of  the  first  settlement  as  could  be  expected 

Irom  one  not  on  the  ground  at  the  time;  for  the  author  of  that 

hblication  was  not  here  till  two  of  the  most  trying  years  had 

Mttt    He  evidently,  however,  took  great  pains  to  give  a  correct 

)w  of  the  whole  series  of  events  transpiring  in  the  settlement  of 

place. 
In  the  following  narrative,  it  will  be  seen,  that  I  was,  from  the 
it,  acquainted  with  the  formation  and  movements  of  the  ^^  Emi- 
tian  Compcmy^^  till  its  dissolution.    Its  connection  with  the 

E^sts  of  many  others  beside  the  stock-holders,  created  a  large 
38t  in  its  affairs  in  all  this  part  of  the  new  Territory.   A  very 
portion  of  the  facts  known  to  me  are  here  given  concerning 
OoiLpany,  as  they  cannot  interest  the  public  so  many  years 
)r  the  extinction  of  all  its  titles. 

As  the  first  settlements  of  any  importance  in  Kenosha  county 
made  by  a  company  from  Oswego  county,  N.  T.,  it  will  be 
It  proper  to  give  something  of  the  history  of  '^  The  Western 
'otian  ComjxmyJ^ 
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Early  in  the  winter  of  1834,  a  few  persons  indulging  in  a  wish 
o  emigrate  to  the  West,  made  known  to  each  other  their  deter- 
ninaiion.  Among  these,  and  probably  thei  first  of  them,  were 
FoHN  BuLLEN,  Jr.,  Charles  W.  Turner,  Waters  Towsley,  James 
JooTT,  Dr.  B.  B.  Gary,  Jason"  Lonriiiop,  HtTD^oN  Bacon,  Pbttsb 
WooDiN,  Alitbed  Foster,  Orlando  Foster,  William  Bullen, 
j^eorge  Bennett,  and  Sidney  Roberts.  After  some  occasional 
sonvcrsation  upon  this  design,  J.  Bcllen,  Jr.,  invited  the  abbt^ 
lamed  persons  to  a  supper  at  his  house  in  Hannibal,  and  to  spend 
lie  evening.  Emigration  to  the  West  was  the  principal  topic  of 
leir  conversation.  The  first  object  was  to  ascertain  who  would 
fo ;  and  the  proposal  was  made  to  form  a  company,  in  order  tb 
«nder  the  removal  as  cheap  and  pleasant  as  possible,  and  that 
lie  company  so  formed,  might  locate  at  some  important  point,  and 
liere  make  a  town,  and  form  a  community  of  the  right  sort. 
Those  persons  present  all  appeared  willing  to  share  in  such  an 
■iterprise.  Sach  were  the  designs  expressed  on  the  occasion; 
■id  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  the 
Dmpany,  and  a  mooting  was  proposed  to  be  hold  at  the  Ilall, 
nco  the  Masonic  Hall,  for  the  transaction  of  further  business, 
rotice  of  this  meeting  was  widely  extended  by  J.  Bullen,  Jr., 
"*lio  was  then  post-master  at  Uannibal. 

The  first  meeting  in  the  Hall,  a  pretty  large  number  attended. 
Kio  Constitution  was  presented  by  the  committee  consisting  of  0. 
^.  Turner,  W.  Towsley,  A.  Oary  and  J.  Lothrop.  At  the  sug- 
^Btion  of  J.  Bullen,  Jr.,  an  article  was  inserted,  as  from  his 
»ther,  then  in  Albany,  on  temperance,  which  was  rejected  in  the 
^aended  Constitution  of  Jan.  1st,  1836,  which  is  here  given. 

Constitution  of  the  Western  Emigration  Company  as  amended 
^d  revised  Jan.  1,  1886 : 

Art.  1. — For  the  purpose  of  aiding  those  disposed  to  emigrate 
»  the  Western  States  or  Territories,  in  the  purchase  of  land  and 
1.6  pursuit  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  mechanics  and  other 
e^ancbes  of  industry,  and  the  formation  of  a  desirable  community, 
^y  the  subscribers,  do  by  the  ratification  and  signature  of  this 
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Oonstitation,  agree  to  and  herebj  do  associate  ourselves  into  a 
joint  stock  company,  to  be  called  the  ^\  Western  J^igraUon 
OomjHmy  y"  and  we  do  severally  promise  and  agree  to  and  with 
each  other,  jointly  and  severallyi  to  abide  by  and  keep  all  and 
each  of  the  stipulations  herein  contained — this  instrument  being 
intended  for  all  the  purposes  of  legal  or  equitable  liability,  as  a 
contract  between  the  parties  thereto. 

Art.  2. — ^The  capital  stock  of  the  Company  shall  be  eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  ten  dollars  each,  to  be 
I  paid  to  such  person  as  shall  be  authorixed  by  the  Company  to  re- 
ceive the  same ;  on  the  payment  whereof,  scrip  shall  be  issued, 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  certifying  the  amount  of 
stock  to  which  the  holder  thereof  shall  be  entitled. 

Art.  3. — ^The  capital  stock,  when  paid  in,  shall  be  invested  in 
the  purchase  of  lands,  improvements  thereon,  and  claims  thereto, 
in  any  of  the  Western  States  or  Territories,  and  in  such  other . 
manner  as  the  Company  shall,  in  pursuance  of  their  general  ob- 
ject,  in  regular  meeting  direct. 

Art.  4. — The  ofScers  of  the  Company  shall  be  a  Chairman,. 
Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary,  a  Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of 
nine  persons,  a  General  Agent,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Committee  of 
Finance. 

Art.  5. — ^The  Chairman  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
stock-holders,  sign  scrip,  and  do  such  other  duties  as  the  Oom» 
pany,  in  regular  meeting,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

Art,  6. — ^The  Secretary  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  Company,, 
record  the  proceedings  of  all  meetings  of  the  stock-holders,  sign 
scrip,  and  preserve  all  papers  of  the  Company  deposited  with 
him. 

Art.  7. — ^The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  keep  a  copy  of  all 
records  kept  by  the  Secretary,  and,  in  his  absence,  perform  his 
duty. 

Art.  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  all  money 

and  securities,  and  disburse  the  funds  of  the  Company  upon 

^roper  voncberB ;  he  shall,  before  receiving  any  such  money,  giro 
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security  to  be  approved  bj  the  Board  of  DirectorB,  for  the  faithfal 
application  of,  and  accounting  for,  all  such  moneys  as  shall  eome 
to  his  hands  in  the  capacity  of  such  Treasurer ;  and  once  in  each 
year,  and  within  ten  days  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
o£Sce,  he  shall  make  a  full  report  of  his  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, accompanied  by  an  account  current,  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Art.  9. — The  Board  ot  Directors  shall  hare  the  general  super- 
vision, management  and  control  of  all  the  Company's  businesSi 
property  and  interests,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Oom- 
pany,  in  regular  meeting,  may  from  time  to  time  establish  by  by- 
laws or  otherwise ;  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint  officers,  and 
fill  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  ad  interim^  which  appointments 
shall  continue  valid  till  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Oom- 
pany,  and  no  longer ;  they  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  at  the 
expiration  of  theiv  term  of  office,  or  the  first  thereafter,  make  a 
full  report  of  all  their  doings,  and  of  the  state  of  the  Company's 
business,  accompanied  by  all  reports  from  other  officers  made 
them ;  and  they  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  as  President 
said  Board. 

Art,  10. — ^The  General  Agent  shall  have  the  immediate  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  all  the  Oompany^a  affairs,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors ;  he  shall  onceiaj 
each  year,  and  within  ten  days  before  the  time  at  which  thai 
Board  are  required  to  report,  make  a  full  report  to  said  Board  o 
all  his  doings,  and  of  the  state  of  the  Company 's  property  anc 
business,  so  far  as  they  have  come  within  his  supervision  or' 
knowledge,  specifying  all  purchases  and  other  contracts  for  ex 
penditnres  made  by  him ;  and  he  shall  at  any  time,  when  re 
quired  by  the  Company,  on  reasonable  notice,  make  a  similai 
report  directly  to  them  at  their  meeting. 

Art.  11. — ^The  Financial  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  per  " 
sons,  who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  examine  and  audit  all  ac 
counts  of  officers,  or  others  with  the  Company,  and  no  acconn 
iihall  be  paid  or  allowed  tiU  it  has  been  so  examined  and 
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This  scrip  was  In  good  demand,  and  nearlj  the  whole  of  the 
four  hundred  shares  were  taken.  Even  poor  persons,  who  either 
expected  to  remove  West,  or  hoped  to  share  in  large  prospective 
gains,  paid  their  money  and  took  shares. 

MoDcy  being  raised  to  commence  operations,  Waters  To wblkTi 
O.  W.  TuBNEs,  and  Sidney  KobbbtSi  being  appointed  explcren^ 
left  on  the  25th  of  March,  1835,  for  the  West.  They  proceeded 
first  to  Milwaukee,  according  to  previous  understanding.  Each 
of  them  then  took  a  portion  of  the  money  raised,  and  were  to  be 
allowed  one  dollar  per  day,  and  their  fare  paid,  provided  that 
their  expenses  and  services  did  not  exceed  $100  each.  Instruc- 
tions were  ^ven  them  by  the  Company,  as  drawn  up  by  Willum 
BuixEN.  Bonds  were  required  of  each  of  them  for  the  money  re- 
ceived. Elder  Woodin  was  constituted  the  other  party  in  behalf 
of  the  Company,  who,  in  all  such  transactions,  was  to  represent 
it. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  explorers,  it  was  agreed 
that  John  Bullen,  Jr.,  who  could  not  then  leave  home,  ahould  go 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  if  money  could  be  raised.  He  was 
to  take  the  place  of  the  four  already  mentioned,  or  Berve  in  addi- 
tion to  them.  After  ascertaining  that  the  four  were  soon  to  return, 
he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  plenipotentiary  from  the  Com- 
pany to  carry  into  effect  what  the  first  agents  had  commenced, 
and  to  take  sole  charge  of  the  money  raised  from  the  four  hun- 
dred more  shares.  It  was  thought  that  little  more  remained  for 
him  to  do  than  to  pay  over  the  money  on  the  contract  sappoeed 
to  have  been  made  for  an  interest  at  Boot  Biver,  now  Hacine. 

The  explorers,  on  coming  West,  made  their  first  attempt  to 
secure  a  location  at  Milwamkee,  but  finding  Solomon  Junbau, 
Geobgb  H.  Walkeb,  and  others,  on  the  ground,  with  whom  thej 
could  make  no  compromise,  they  went  south  to  Boot  Biver,  where 
they  also  found  claimants.  To  Oapt  Oilbest  Enapp,  Wm.  Luck 
and  Mr.  Hubbabd,  they  made  proposals,  and  supposed  they  were 
accepted.  But,  for  some  reason,  they  were  rejected  amidst  unkind 
feelings.    The  fault  alleged  to  them,  was  duplicity  on  the  part  of 
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the  agents.  Turner  was  not  inclined  to  return  east  with  the  other 
explorers,  but  tarried  till  the  arrival  of  J.  Bullen,  Jr.,  and  went 
still  farther  south  in  search  of  a  location  either  for  himself  or  the 
Company.  He  and  Bttllbn  fixed  on  the  mouth  of  Pike  Biver  for 
a  habitation.  Differences  arising  between  them,  they  did  not 
long  act  in  concert,  but  in  opposition  to  each  other*  As  early  as 
the  first  of  August,  1835,  Turner  made  his  claim,  and  put  up  his 
house  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 
His  claim  of  160  acres  was  allowed  him  by  the  Judicial  Oommit- 
tee,  and  he  had  it  surveyed  into  blocks  and  lots,  and  made  sale 
of  some  of  them.  Bullen  made  a  claim  south  of  him,  near  the 
present  brick  yard»  and  there  made  his  first  residence.  But  when 
the  Oovernment  surveys  were  made,  these  two  claims  were  sup- 
posed to  be  on  the  same  quarter  section. 

From  what  I  could  learn  on  my  arrival,  Bullen  had  hired  the 
WooDBEiDOES  to  build  him  a  log  house  on  the  claim  since  held  by 
S.  Hale,  then  supposed  to  be  one  with  the  Kimball  claim ;  and 
that  after  this  was  built,  they  put  up  another  about  twenty  rods 
west  of  it,  since  occupied  as  a  shoe-shop,  and  sometimes  as  a 
dwelling  house  by  E.  Woodbridge.  Bullen  had  put  Mr.  A.  Eel- 
logo  into  the  first  named  house  before  it  had  a  door,  floor,  or  win* 
•.dow — a  mere  pen.  After  that,  I  finished  and  lived  in  it  till  Jan- 
nary  following.  In  consequence  of  this  house  being  occupied, 
the  WooDBRiDGEB  prctouded  to  occupy  their  small  shanty.  On  this 
a  dispute  arose  between  them  and  Bullen,  who,  on  raising  the 
first  frame,  was  opposed  by  E.  Woodbridoe  with  his  axe.  The 
committee  on  claims  were  called  upon  to  settle  the  dispute,  but 
no  decision  was  obtained  from  them.  For  a  long  time,  the  parties 
attempted  a  settlement,  and  finally  the  WooDBRmass  relinquished 
all  their  claims  to  Bullkn — viz. :  the  TTtmhatt.  claim,  and  thoee 
soon  after  occupied  by  W.  Bullen,  J.  Lothrop,  A.  Foster,  and 
eighty  acres  by  8.  DooLrrrLB,  together  with  a  quit  claim  of  the 
other  eighty,  if  Jxroicb  would  consent  to  relinquish  it,  which  it 
appears  he  did  ilot  For  all,  the  Bullens'  paid,  I  think,  aboat 
HOO. 
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Hitherto  no  meeting  of  the  Company  had  been  held  ij 
Territory,  nor  any  business  done  in  their  name  in  Soath| 
cept  by  their  agent,  J.  Bullen,  jr.    Not  long  after  this,  he 
Directors  were  appointed  at  Hannibal,  N.  Y^  and  some  ill 
place,  to  transact  business  with  the  agent  for  the  Companj. 

The  first  Constitution  required  of  each  member  of  the 
pany,  that  he  should  remove  West  to  their  location 
given  time — by  June,  1S36 ;  so  that  all  calculated  upon  thel 
pany,  and  the  aid  of  all  its  memt)ers,  whenever  the  home  ea 
be  found.  This  encouraged  some  to  remove,  who  woulil 
otherwise  have  gone  West,  especially  at  so  early  a  perioi 
on  the  change  of  the  Constitution,  those  who  had  emij 
found  too  late  that  they  were  to  bear  all  the  burdens  and  ei{ 
of  making  and  sustaining  the  location  and  the  contiguous  c\ 
while  those  behind  were  to  share  in  the  profits.  This  factl 
saw  early  in  the  winter  of  1S36,  and  the  newly  appointed 
tors  in  what  afterwards  became  Wisconsin,  resolved  thattoi 
ize  the  burdens,  each  one  holding  a  contiguous  claim  be  alldl 
$12  per  month ;  but  in  the  ensuing  spring,  finding  no  fonill 
the  hands  of  the  Company  to  meet  the  great  expense  of  L'^ 
here,  it  was  again  resolved,  that  all  the  contiguous  claims  tii' 
be  surrendered  to  tiie  holders  of  the  same. 

The  Lncaiion.—Ow  the  25th  of  August,  1835,  Mr.  Koi 
Allen,  who  was  to  start  on  his  return,  tp  New  York  the  nexti 
came  out  on  the  prairie  where  some  of  us  were  busily  encil 
and  stated  that  he  was  about  to  return,  but  that  he  didnotlik 
carry  back  the  report  that  the  Company  had  yet  made  no  I 
tion  ;  that  ho  understood  that  C.  W.  Tubneb  had  proposed  to 
in  his  claim  at  the  mouth  of  Pike  Kivor,  on  condition  that  \ 
BcLLEN,  jr.,  would  put  in  one,  with  certain  others,  and  mal 
location  suitable  to  invite  the  emigrators  from  the  East, 
woithy  of  the  Company.  We  all  went  down  to  Bullcn^  ' 
J.  EiTLLBN,  R.  Ai.L7.^  qlh^I  "w^ivX.  q^^'c  \a  Wiubon's  and  Bao 
and  after  considerabX^  cotiNCiT^^xxoTv  \»^siiiXi«t^%xk\  ^^i^i^^^ 
Allkn  delayed  1i\b  aouttv^^,  wv^«.  7Ki^^'c«i%  A  ^^^ Ix^aA^ 
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t  >  >   Oomptoy  was  called  at  Mr.  Wilsoh'b,  and  there  the  following  pe^ 

BOtii  ansrandered  their  claimB  as  common  stock  fbr  the  Company : 

O.  JxitoHKy  J.  BviiLKN,  jr.,  J.  G.  WnjaoF,'  H.  Baoov,  0.  W.  Tubnsb 

and  BuBBELL  i  Allbn.     But  in  the  process  of  this  bnsiness,  it  was 

!       named,  that  any  member  of  the  Company  eonld  cast  as  many 

.  Yotes  as  he  might  bold  shares  of  stock.  Upon  learning  this  fact, 
Mti  TimifSB  refosed  to  surrender  his  claim,  or  to  do  anything 
•  .  about  it  It  was  engaged  by  the  Agent,  that  the  offensire  article 
in  the  Constitution  should  be  so  amended,  as  again  to  limit  the 
vote  to  ten,  even  should  stock-holders  own  more  than  ten  shares. 
Mr.  TusNBK  still  objected;  but  all  the  others,  however,  were  dis- 
posed to  abide  by  these  proposals,  some,  if  not  all  of  them,  re- 
serving an  acre  ur  two  for  their  own*  use,  to  \>e  selected  where 
they  might  choose.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  be  conveyed  by  Mr.  Al- 
auBN  to  Hannibal,,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  these  persons 
bad  surrendered  their  locations  for  a  home  for  the  Company, 

/  thereby  sacrificing  what  they  had  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of 
that  body ;  Icaving^it  with  them  to  make  such  compensation  as 
they  might  deem  proper,'  when  they  should  see  what  these 
cl^mants  had  endured  to  secure  sii  good  a  location. 

<  It  waanot,  till  many  months  after  this,  generally  known  that 
any. security  was  given  to  any^rsons  for  the  relinquishment  of 
their  daitts  to  the  Company.  When  the  Directors  were  transact- 
ing  difiereht  matters  of  business,  they  learned  that  Baoon  and 
WiLSOH  had  notes  against  the  Company  to  the  amount  of  $1,500 
and  $3,000,  from*  Azxjof  and  Bullin  ;  and  Wtice  then,  that  DEwirr 

.  BuLLSv  had  abo  a  note  from  them  for  $1,1900,  for  the  EniBAu. 
daim.  All  this  appeared  to  have  been  kept  a  secret  as  long  aa 
possible,  for  the  pnrpose  of  deceiving  C.  W.  Tubitbb  into  a  relin- 
quishment of  hie  daitn ;  but  when  the  Directors  were  consulting 
.  on  the  amount  to  b«  allowed  to  them  for  holding  the  same,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  even  had  a  greater  amount  secured  to  them 
than  some  of  the  Directors  were  disposed  to  allow.  On  acoMi 
of  this,  and  other  deceptions  practised  \>7  V\k^  k.^TA.  ^i^^^^ 
time,  Mr.  TuuNKB^a  refosal  to  surrendeT  \i\%  <^«axv  ^^^^^^^"^ 
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their  iiiteq)reter|  agreeB  to  relinqoiah  to  them  all  hia  tifle  and  in- 
tereat  in  the  tract  reserved  in  the  Snd  article  of  thia  treaty. 
"  ArL  5.  It  is  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  ezpenaea  of  Oiia 

treaty,  and  of  the  chieffa  and  representatives  signing  it,  in  conaing 
to  and  retnming  from  this  city,  and  whUe  here,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

'<  Art.  6.  This  treaty  to  be  binding  npon  the  contracting  par- 
ties when  the  same  shall  be  ratified  by  the  United  States." 

It  was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  promulged  on  the  17th  May, 
1838.  By  it  the  possessions  of  the  Six  Nations  were  reduced  to 
the  present  reservation  of  the  Oneidas  on  Dack  Creek,  near  Oreen 
Bay,  being  abont  eight  by  twelve  miles,  and  containing  some  sixty 
one  thousand  acres.  Some  twelve  hundred  of  these  people  now 
live  there,  and  arc  slowly  progressing  in  civilization.  Several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  curtail  this  reservation  without  success. 
Until  some  hungry  white  man  shall  gain  their  confidence  suffic- 
iently to  make  them  abandon  their  own  prudence,  and  go  to 
Washington,  they  will  probably  remain  there,  and  in  the  end 
possibly  become  sufficiently  enlightened  to  assume  citizenship, 
and  be  lost  in  the  general  mass  of  our  American  people. 

The  Brotbertowns  have  entirely  laid  aside  the  aboriginal  char- 
acter, been  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  remain 
quietly  and  prosperously  pursuing  the  avocations  of  civilized 
men.  The  Stockbridges  are  not  as  fortunate.  A  premature  at- 
tempt to  imitate  their  neighbors,  in  1834,  resulted  in  a  failure, 
and  a  division  of  the  tribe,  which  has  never  been  healed.  Their 
afiairs  are  in  an  unsettled  state,  and  the  Government  has  now 
pending  a  negotiation  for  a  final  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  be- 
tween  the  citizen  and  Indian  parties 

Written,  as  this  article  has  been,  in  a  remote  part  of  the  State, 

out  of  the  reach  of  libraries,  without  a  scrap  of  the  records  of  the 

transactions,  and  only  irom  recollection  of  events  transpiriog 

.more  than  thirty  years  ago,  this  paper  is  unworthy  the  character 

of  history ;  but  the  main  facts  narrated  being  true,  it  may  serve 
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to  point  the  fatore  historian  to  the  Bonroes  from  which  to  draw 
the  material  f^  a  more  accurate  and  fAithfol  account  of  the  whole 
matter. 

Steyens'  Point,  Jan.  6th,  1856. 
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of  mj  own  conatraetioD,  placed  on  a  stomp.*  A  wooden  box  was 
made,  about  twelve  by  twenty-four  incheB  in  size,  with  sides  ris- 
ing above  the  base  on  which  the  type  were  Qi|tde  to  stand,  of  the 
height  of  the  type ;  I  made  my  own  ink,  and  used  the  old  fash- 
ioned ball  with  which  todjfitrijl^ute  the  ink  on  the  typ^,  and  Chen  i^ 
roller  passed  over  thepaper  oiD^jtheiorm,  resting  on  ihe  sidea  of  Hie 
box  or  table,,  that  did  the  press^iwork.  The  whole  expense  of  mj- 
printing  materials,  inclading  type,  could  not  have  been  ten  dol- 
lars. It  was  with  suoh  limited  accommodations  that  I  executed 
this  early  printing  at  Pike  Biver.  *By  these  simple  materials  I 
have  printed  some  things,  ^hen  and  where  no  other  printing 
could  be  had.  At  one' time,  I  printed  250  copies  of  a  volume  of 
about  130  ])ages.  When  <'  ctU  of  wrts^^  I  cast  some  of  certain 
letters,  made  quads  and  spaces  ;  and  thus  I  managed  to  manufao- 
ture  books,  bound  them  myself,  and  ^*ead  them.  Assome  im* 
provemcnts  have  been  made  in  printing  since  that  day,  I  can  very 
well  dispense  with  my  oid  establishment  and  business  in  that 
line.  I  may  add,  that  my  press  and  utensils  for  printing  woald 
now  be  a  subject  for  sport,  of  which  they  have  elicited  an  abun- 
dance ;  the  type  have  probably  been  doing  business  in  another 
form  for  years  pasL 

I  may  truly  say,  that  this  old  subject  of  claim  is  an  unpleasant 
one;  it  creates  hard  feelings,  and  stirs  up  bad  blood,  which  have 
not  yet  become  entirely  extinct. 

Indians. — They  were  plenty  among  us,  and  throu«j[h  this  coun« 
ty,  iu  1835.  We  had  frequent  ^dsits  from  them,  and  saw  them 
in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Deer  were  then  plenty,*  so  much  bo 
that  in  making  a  survey  of  twenty  miles,  more  than  iifly  might 
be  seen,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  twenty  together.  Where 
there  was  so  much  game,  of  course  there  were  Indians,  and  thej 
were  often  with  us  on  our  surveying  excursions.    In  the  autumn 


*  ThU  prlnUng  by  Mr.  Lothmp  nut  bar*  been  done  tn  Ftobraair  toA  Bfardi,  1889,  and  his  nttte 

printing  eAUblibhnicDt.  we  think,  muit  hnve  been  the  eeoond  In  Wbconaliu    Iht  Ormn  Aiy  hU/M* 
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5,  we  had  a  long  yisit  from  them — longer  than  they  wished 
'j  or  we  receive.  Thej  were  on  their  retnm  from  Ohicago, 
they  had  received  their  annual  payment  from  the  Govern- 
when  a  Btorm  drove Jhem  on  shore  with  us,  and  about  three 
■ed  of  them  were  weather-bound  for  nearly  three  weeks.  At 
ley  were  peaceable  and  good  customers,  till  our  provisions 
ort ;  when  they  pressed  us  hard,  and  sometimes  alarmed  the 
ho  ought  to  have  sold  to  them  enough  to  have  satisfied  their 
.  In  their  extremity,  they  took  some  hogs  and  cattle.  The 
trouble  arose  from  their  constant  desire  for  whiskey,  which 
cemed  to  suppose  every  white  man  must  have  on  band; 
^t  getting  it,  they  disturbed  our  nights  as  well  as  dajs.  As 
-nntry  had  not  yet  been  surveyed,  there  was  some  fear  of 

ming  the  Prairies, — ^After  the  first  frost,  in  the  autumn  of 

had  killed  the  millions  of  tons  of  grass  west  of  us,  we  be- 

Jt  Pike  Biver,  to  see  the  rising  smoke  at  a  distance.    The 

u  probably  had  fired  the  prairies  as  early  as  they  could  for 

g  purposes.    It  was  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  Septem- 

^e  began  to  see  the  advancing  fire  towards  evening  on  the 

,  three  miles  west  of  us ;  and,  before  twelve  o'clock,  it 

e  a  serious  affair.    The  wind  was  from  the  south-west,  and 

stronc,  and  tlio  fire  progressed  rapidly.    The  blaze  and 

^  fragments  being  blown  by  the  wind,  caught  the  tops  of 

*h  grass,  and  the  raging  fire  continued  to  advauce  bo  swiffc- 

;  a  deer  would  hardly  escape  it.    About  nine  o'clock  in  the  . 

g  it  reached  the  woods,  which  extended  back  from  the  Lake 

mile,  when  the  rich  foliage  and  fallen  leaves  fed  the  fiame 

eat  height.   Some  precaution  had  been  used  for  the  })rotec- 

our  shanties  and  stacks  of  hay ;  but  we  saw,  as  the  flood 

e  poured  in,  that  we  were  not  sufficiently  prepared.  Cover- 

m 

d  blankets  were  thrown  into  the  water,  and  spread  over .. 
Y  for  its  safety.  The  roaring  terror  came  througli  the  woods    . 
irful  grandeur.    Large  trees,  as  well  as  all  smaller  vegeta- 
sickly  iell  before  the  ruthless  invader.    This  was  when  the 


•« '' 


.»■; 


I  ■ 


1 1 


I  .r  J       ■     -     •■'■    ■  • 
'i;l       'I'.l  •  >/■      J 


.»  f      i     .*'    ' 


■  :-■! 


^:u  .«. 


4Ak 

prairiea  were  nucroppcd  by  the  conntleia  herds  ti^t  eo^  ram 

orer  theia. 

Fwrth  of  July,  1?36.— The  first  celebrmtion  of  Independeoee 
dAj  was,  according  to  the  age  of  oar  new  gettlezient,  a  ncAtter  of 
acme  intereat  to  nearly  all  our  p:»palation,  and  n^sibera  fr^m  Sa- 
dne.  The  p!ace  choeen  for  thia  display  of  their  I:»yalty  to  old 
cnBtom,  waa  in  a  beautifnl  gr  jve  near  the  ncnh  end  of  the  T*Tand, 
and  near  the  lake.  Some  hnndreds  were  addreseed  by  the  writer; 
and  several  good  old  6ong3  were  sung  with  m&ch  epirit,  the  whole 
people  constitnting  the  choir,  making  the  grove  resoaiid  wiih 
their  patriotic  sentimeLta  in  Anld  Lang  Syne.  Pleasant  Prairie 
aent  a  large  ^Jelegatioii  of  men,  women,  and  children,  on  a  car 
drawn  by  twenty  yoke  of  oxen,  carrying  flags  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. A  suitable  dinner  was  furnished  near  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Ei* 
BiONZ,  on  tLc  bank  of  the  Lake.  Their  toasts  required  the  a:^  * 
neither  rum  nor  party  politics.  At  this  period  every  settler 
chiefly  concerned  in  making  and  protecting  his  claim. 

Ttte  IlarhcT  and  Piers. — For  some  years  after  the  firat  settle- 
ment was  made  at  Pike  Eiver,  much  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  landing  passengers  and  freight  from  the  boats  which  called  at 
the  place.  In  1835,  schooners  from  the  Lower  Lakes  ventured 
within  a  mile  of  the  shore,  and  some  a  little  nearer,  and  sent  their 
lading  on  shore  by  their  small  boats,  at  the  risk  of  hard  labor  and 
damage.  Smaller  craft  came  near  land.  Capt  Eobinsox,  of  the 
amall  schooner  *'  IHram^^  brought  lumber  in  1835 ;  and  the 
schooner  "  Fly*^  brought  potatoes  from  Michigan.  The  steamer 
^^Detroitj^  in  1836,  was  the  first  that  ventured  here  with  passen- 
gers and  provisions ;  the  *'  Daniel  Webater*^  made  us  a  call  in 
1837;  and  after  this,  all  kinds  of  vessels  called  in  good  weather. 
In  the  summer  of  1836,  our  first  citizens  provided  a  lighter,  which 
considerably  lessened  the  risk  in  landing ;  A.  G.  Nobthway  de- 
serves the  credit  of  having  built  and  managed  this  craft 

It  had  been  observed  by  some  of  the  early  settlers,  that  where 
poles  had  been  driven  in  the  Lake,  so  as  to  penetrate  firmly  into 
the  clay,  they  withstood  the  severe  north- casters.    Thia  fact  sng- 
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gested  the  poa^ibUity  of  being  able  to  erect  a  pier  or  bridge  into  ,. 
the  Lake«    S.  Qt.  OtiBi  who  came  to  this  place  in  1836|  w^s  the  ^ 
first  to  make  a  more  for  a  pier.   He  proposed  it  in  1839,  bat  was  « 
oonsidered  ohimerical  in  hU  calculations.    In  1810|  he  saw  Jlilr. 
Oahoon,  the  well  known  nursery-man  and  horticulturist,  and  en- 
gaged hijoi  to  prosecute  the  work;  and  on  this,  the  middle  pier,  . 
and  on  the  warehouse,  J&ir.  Ons  expended  not  less  than  $2,000.  ; 
rhe  attempt  was  at  first  a  good  deal  ridiculed  by  some  of  our  sis-  ^ 
ter  Lake  port  towns,  which  have  since  profited  by  the  example.  ; 
Two  more  piers  were  afterwards  built,  and  all  have  been  con- 
stantly used  during  the  season  of  navigation.  All  the  Lake  ports, 
and  the  country  generally,  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  these 
rabstitutes  for  harbors. 

Temperance. — ^Kenosha  once  boasted  of  being  ahead  of  all  - 
places  upon  Lake  Michigan  in  the  temperance  cause.  This  was 
in-  part  owing  to  the  temperance  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Emigration  Company,  which,  of  course,  drew  together  a  class  of 
persons  of  habits  so  formed  as  to  readily  comply  with  this  require- 
ment  of  the  Constitution.  Li  the  autumn  of  1 835,  a  request  was 
made  to  the  wiiter  to  give  a  temperance  lecture  at  the  house  of 
OaaiBroPHKB  Dsbbtbhibs,  in  Pleasant  Prairici  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon. Mr.  EjoQiNS  and  Sbskno  Fowcbb  were  the  first  movers  of 
this  meeting.  A  good  congregation  was  present,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  address,  forty-five  persons  gave  their  names  to  a  pledge  of 
total  abstinence  from  all  intozicatiDg  drinks. 

A  few  weeks  after,  a  meeting  was  called  at  Pike  Creek,  and  an  ad- 
dress made  by  the  writer,wh6n  thirty  names  were  subscribed  to  the 
temperance  pledge.  From  that  time  till  about  1810,  Pike  Creek 
(or  Southport)  was  remarkable  for  the  temperance  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. A  change,  however,  came  over  the  place  by  the  introdue- 
tioii  of  limited  temperance.  One  fact  will  iUostrate  the  new  prin-  . 
ciple.  Various  talents  were  called  into  requisition  to  present  at 
our  meetings  the  subject  of  temperance.  Bev.  Mr.  Alaksov,  of 
the  Episcopal  church,  was  requested  to  give  his  views.  ^^  O,  yes,"  . 
•aid  he,  <^  I  have  often  lectured  on  temperance,  and  will  accept 
59 
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yotiT  invitation  for  next  Taesday  erenlrig."  Meanwhile,  it  iras 
ascertained,  that  bis  vieVrs  {«voTe&mbderai6  drinking.  He  im 
told,  that  snch  were  not  the  principles  of  the  Southp6rtTerape^ 
ance  Society ;  when  he  condnded  riot  to  lecture,' but  to 'give  hii 
notions  on  the  previons  Sabbiith  evening.  He  did  so,  informiog 
tho'pebple  that  he  did  hot  deny  himself  the  privilege  of  wetdnj 
his'  lip  when  he  chose  to  do  so,  biit  warned  them  agafnst  io- 
toxicafion,  ns  a  beastly  act,  and  nnworthy  of  the  dignity  of  uian. 
He  allowed  that  tHuro  were  cases' in  wh?^h  the  principles  of  tofial 
abstinence  might  be  the  most  jiroper  for  a  society  to  adopt; 
that  when  a  person  was  aWare  of  the  fact,  that  h6  conld  notdrink 
withont  indulging  to  excess,  shch  might,  if  they  chose,  trrlife'with 
such  a  Society,  and  be  benefitted  by  it,  and  rather  advised  snch 
to  jf'in  ?t. 

Whon  the  nextTue!?day  evening  came,  no  one  was  prepared  to 
address  the  meeting;'  and  the  writer,  'who  Was  then  Pi^idenC  ot 
the  Society,  was  prc^saed  into  the  work:  He  stated  that  Sonthpoif 
hud  bet*n  acknowledged  as  the  mofet  noted  fo^  tempcrilTice  t)f  any 
placo'on  Luke  Michigan  ;  and  tlien  remarked,  that  it  was  by  total 
abstinence  principles  thatthiS'  high  reparation  had  been  nttainedJ 
He  then  warned  fliem  against  the  introdnction  of  the'niBw^theoiT 
of  Mp.  Alanson;  yet  to  test  tlio  pracRcal  efBcftcy  of  the  two  theo- 
ries, he  would  a^k  the  committeii  to  circtlldte  in  the  lar^  cot^g^^ 
gatibn  H  paper  for  the  iiames  of  such  as  cortld  'not  drink  ^ithom 
excess.  Alter  a  careful  circulation  of  the  paper,  it'TvaS  fonnd 
l;hat  n*>t  bne  had  efgned  it.  '  He  then  stiggeStedj  that  as  Paxil  had 
advaticcd  the  behevolent  idea,  that  **It  is  gc^od  ncithfer  to  eat 
flesh,  nor  to  ilrink  Sn'ine,  nor  any  thing  Whereby  ttiy  brother  if 
oflvtided  or  is  made  weak,"  so  they  iiiight  itct  npon  the  8ame  pria- 
ciple','  and  sign  the  total  abstinence  pledge,  if  not  fof  their  own 
Bakes,  ^et  for  the  good  of  others;  that  it  Was  hard  for'those  whom 
we  loVe,  and  for  whom  wo  would  ovenmake  sacrifice,  to  act  alone, 
but  upon  this  benevolent  principle  they  wonld  sigfl  it  in  cothpaay 
with  others.    The  pledge  was  now  circulated/ sad'  flbbiit  thirty 
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additional  names  obtained.  This  argament  was  not  lost  on  t^e 
public  mind. 

Bat  soon  after  this,  the  Washiqgtonian  temperance  organization 
becoming  tbe  fashion  of  the  day,  fhe  old  officers  resigned,  and,  as  a 
premiuDGL  to  others  for  becoming  temperate,  they,  were  appointed. 
Soon  after,  tbe  Olee  Cl'uby  which  thought  to  put  down  the  evil  of 
intemperance  by  songs  and  good  cheer,  made  the  experiment,  and 
found  this  kind  went  not  out  by  laughing  and  singing.  Then 
came  the  Sans  of  Temperauce,  who  were  disposed  to  make  the 
principle  of  socrecy  subservient  to  the  good  cause  of  temperance. 
This  had  two  objects,  self  protection  and  teniperance.  The  first, 
as  might  have  been  foreseen,  gained  the  ascendancy,  and  the 

failure  has  become  universally  obvious.     Since  then,  little  has 

i  ■  ■  I  '    ■  ■  ■         ■         ■ 

been  done  to  stem  the  torrent,  except  the  efforts  put  forth  to  se- 
cure the  aid  of  the  Maine  Law. 

Education. — Early  attention  was  given  to  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation. In  the  winter  and  summer  of  1836,  a  school  was  kept  in 
the  first  framed  house  built  in  the  place.  On  this  subject,  lion. 
M.  FsANK  says  in  his  sketch  of  Southport :  ^^  On  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  inhabitants,  with  commendahle  enterprise,  succeeded 
in  establishing  a  school ;  tlev.  Jason  Lothrop  collected  ahout 
thirty  scholars,  the  larger  part  of  which  were  from  the  surround, 
ing  country."  A  large  log  school  houj^o  .was  built  at  an  early  day. 
From  that  time  special  pains  have  been  taken  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  education,  providir.g  good  houses  and  the  best  of 
teachers.  The  high  standard  of  edueati(m  now  supported  bj  the 
city  of  Kenosha,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  these  early  exertions. 

Rtdigwn, — It  was  a  very  appropriate  remark  concerning  many 
of  the  professors  of  religion  migrating  from  the  East,  that  their 
religion  would  not  bear  transportation,  hut  was  generally  lof^t  in 
the  passage  over  the  Lakes.  It  wan  a  lamentable  tact,  that  very 
few  sho\^ed  any  greater  interest  for  any  object,  than  they  did  tor 
a  ^^good  daim  f^  even  in  the  early  meetings  which  the  settlera 
held  in  1835,  the  frequent  allusions  to  making  a  good  claim  in 
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heaven,  showed  where  the  heart  was.  Nearly  two  years  passed 
before  any  move  was  made  for  the  organization  of  any  chnreL 
Hr.  Abmsb  Bablow,  then  a  Methodist  preacher,  residing  in  Fleas- 
ant  Prairie,  was  the  first  person  who  statedly  preached  in  what  is 
now  Kenosha.  After  him  we  had  various  calls  from  thoae  who' 
professed  to  preach  the  gospel.  When  different  demoninations  ^ 
came  to  be  represented  by  their  pr  eachers,  they  met  usually  in 
the  old  log  school  house  on  Hain  street.  Then  there  was  much 
harmony.  No  church  was  constituted  till  January,  1837,  when 
the  Methodists  formed  a  society.  The  Congregational  church  was 
organized  in  June,  1838,  by  Bev.  Mr.  Crawfobd;  their  first  pas- 
tor was  Bev.  Mr.  Nioholb*.  The  Baptist  church  was  coDstituted 
in  September,  1838  ;  Bev.  Jason  Lothbop  was  tlieir  first  pastor, 
and  held  that  relation  about  nine  years,  when  illness  compelled 
him  to  resign  the  charge.  The  Episcopal  church  was  organized 
in  1840,  by  Bev.  Mr.  Hull  ;  their  first  pastor  was  Bev.  Wiluak 
Alanbon.  No  other  churches  were  formed  within  the  period  of 
which  I  write. 

First  aetUera  of  Senoaha  County. — G.  H.  Kimball,  Hudson  Ba- 
con, John  Bullen,  Jr.,  S.  Besigne,  Jonathan  Pierce,  Gardner  Wil- 
son, Jason  Lothrop,  William  Bullen,  IKI^elson  Lay,  Alfred  Foster, 
Waters  Towsloy,  David  Grossit,  may  be  named  as  early  settlen 
at  Pike  Biver,  afterwards  called  Southport,  and  still  later  Ke- 
nosha. Many  came  into  the  place,  and  remained  till  they  could 
secure  claims  in  the  country  back  ;  these  are  not  named  in  the 
above  list. 

Pleaaant  Prairie, — Horace  Woodbridge  and  Jacob  Miller 
were  the  first  settlers  in  this  town  ;  the  latter  kept  a  tavern  in  a 
log  house  on  the  United  States'  road,  where  John  Eastman,  £m., 
now  resides.  After  them  came  Sylvester  Pierce,  Caleb  Pierce, 
Bobert  Barnes ;  the  first  two  moved  into  Hickory  Grove,  and  the 
latter  located  on  the  United  States'  road,  where  Charles  Morgan. 


^  la  Pm^  Hiftorx  of  the  Pretbytcrlao  uid  CoDfregatloiiftI  cfanrtfaM  la  WlieoiulB,tt  li  gUiktA  thAt  tte 
ITwBihiqharch  vm  orfAolMd  Jose  2frtli,  1888,  hj  Bmt,  QUJUBT  OlAWPOBD  ;  WBA  E«t.  OL  O.  CaMTU 
WM  tiM  flirt  mtnl«tor,  from  Jnlj,  1838,  to  Jolj,  1889.  L.  a  0. 
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now  livoB.  Then  came  John  T.  Oadj,  and  soon  after  Owin  Ste- 
vens, who  afterwards  left,  Abne^  Barlow,  who  subsequently 
preached,  at  Pike  Kiver  and  elsewl;iere.  Early  in,  l82t6,  Daniel 
SteveDs,  Ohristopher  Derbyshire,  and  the  Talcotts. 
.  Somera. — ^The  family  of  Felches  were  here  in  1835,  as  early  as 
Harch,  and  were  soon  followed  by  Montgomery,  Griffin,  Bhuart, 
Allen,  Bond,  Willard,  Stevens,  Miller,  and  Deacon  Cephas  Weed. 

Paris. — ^Hammond  Marsh,  the  North  ways,  B.  Marston,  Folsom, 
and  Coffin. 

Bristol. — Bev.  Ira  Bristol,  from  whom  the  town  was  named, 
Levi  Grant,  Ethridge,  Wilbur,  Fitch  A.  Higgins,  his  son  William 
HiggiDS,  and  Rawlen  Tnttle,  were  the  first  settlers.  Joel  Walker, 
in  the  spring  of  1836,  made  his  claim  on  what  has  since  been 
known  as  Wicker's  Prairie. 

Salem. — John  Dodge,  John  Bullen,  David  Bullen,  and  Amoe 
Gratton. 

Brighton. — Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Wightman. 

Wheatland. — Jenkins,  the  Dixons,  and  Powers. 

Did  time  and  space  permit,  we  should  like  to  present  more 
names,  with  a  more  particular  account  of  them ;  as  it  is,  we  must 
be  content  to  close  with  some  brief  sketches  of  a  few  of  the  more 
noted  and  prominent. 

G.  H.  Kimball  was  an  early  settler  at  Pike  Biver,  after  pur- 
chasing a  large  tract  south  of  the  creek  or  river  ;  and  having  sol^ 
out  much  of  his  interest,  he  still  lives  here.  He  has  a  fine  resi- 
dence, where  he  can  spend  his  old  age  amid  the  beauties  of 
nature,  in  a  thick  forest  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees. 

Gen.  John  Bulle^t  came  in  the  year  1836,  and  located  in  the 
town  of  Salem,  at  the  place  still  known  as  Balleu's  Bridge.  He 
was  active  and  influential  in  labors  fpr  his  town  and  county,  and 
was  appointed  general  of  militia  by  Gov.  Dodge.  He  died  in 
£enosha  in  1852. 

John  Bullen,  Jr.,  son  of  the  general,  was  an  early  settler,  and 
for  awhile  sole  Agent  of  the  Emigration  Company,  and  as  deeply 
interested  in  its  fortunes  and  issue  as  any  other  man.    He  was  for 
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many  years  engaged  in  mercantile  bneineee,  and  has  been  an  ex- 
tensive land-bolder.  He  iBtill  lives  to  witness  the  greaC  changes 
tliat  have  taken  place  since  the  days  of  1835  and,  '36. 

William  Bullen,  his  brother,  was  one  of  the  first  claimants  on 
the  islaady  and  afterwards  procured  a  pre  emption  on  the  claim 
made  by  H.  Bacon.  He  pursued  mercantile  business,  and  built 
a  number  of  large  hqu-^es,  and  was  much  engaged  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
Council  in  1838,  the  two  sessions  of  1839,  and  in  1840  and  '41. 
He  was  honored  as  a  citizen  and  legislator.  He  died  some  years 
since. 

Chasles  Dubkee  came  from  Yermont|  his  native  State,  in  1836. 
He  purchased  considerable  property  here,  and  early  commenced 
building,  which  he  pursued  extensively  to  the  advancement  of  tbe 
best  interests  of  the  place  ;  the  last  of  these  buildings  reared  bj 
him  was  the  large  hotel  which  will  continue  to  bear  the  name  of 
I^urkee  House  while  it  stauds.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  the 
few  he  found  in  the  place,  and  his  friends  have  steadily  increased 
with  tlie  population.  Few  men  have  done  so  much  business, 
dealt  with  so  many  persons,  and  made  so  few  enemies.  He  was 
engaged  in  every  good  work,  and  did  his  full  share  in  its  prosecu- 
tion. He  novor  waited  to  bo  led^  but  was  forward  in  all  plans  of 
mercy  and  benevolence,  even  when  he  knew  the  majority  would 
oppose  him.  In  the  cause  of  temperance  and  freedom,  he  was 
an  early  and  earnest  advocate.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
first  Territorial  Legiblature  in  1836,  and  also  in  1837  and  '38 ;  in 
1850,  ho  was  chosen  to  a  seat  in  the  lower  house  of  Congressi 
where  he  served  his  two  years'  term  ;  and  in  1855,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  United  States'  Senate.  He  now  resides  in  Dane 
county,  where  he  has  an  exteneive  farm. 

R.  H.  Deming  came  here  in  the  jear  1836,  and  for  a  time  was 
emplojed  in  mercantile  affairs.  He  soon  took  a  prominent  part 
in  public  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
place.  His  early  labors  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  temperance  and 
education,  have  identified  him  with  the  history  and  progress  of 
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^.Soatbpoft,^  i^p4  !^9  ^^^<  PQPPiTi of . Racine,  i^pti  ^,.l^ia  pilfer 
public  positioDB  and  services,  will  weigh,  little  ifi  poojiparii^qi^  \f fth 
;  {lis  iuflqence  4kvd  laborer  .^ouueQl^fl  wit^^he.e8UbUi>hiiicni  and 
>  puppc^t  of  our  public  8chooJU«  .Iletwas.on^.pf  ^be.fi^st  W  favor 
.  t)iQ  orgaqizatLon  of  fi;^!^  sob{)iols,,and  bt),basuD^formlj  given  theoi 
I .  Jjxidt  warm  oucouxagement.  Kenosha  ia  much  iAdebted  to  him, for 
the  success  of,  bcr  schools,  and  hQ  has  liv^d  to  se^  some,  of  the 
.  fruits  of  those  labors,  and  in  hia  owu  family.    . 

,  MiouA£i«  Frank  deserve^  to  raukhjg^  as  one  of  tlie^mpst  prqpii- 

I  ^nent  and  nsefnl  of  our  citizens. .  lie  has  done  much  towards  the 

growth  and  prosperity  of  Kenosha.    }n  1837,  he  exchanged  his 

home  in  Virgil,  Oourtlaiid  county,  N.  r.,forSouthport.    Though 

unobtrusive  in  his  manners,  ho  soon  became  appreciated  as  editor, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  President  of  the  Oorp^>ration,and  member  of 

^   the  Legislative  Council — in  which  Litter  body  he  served  from 

.   1843  to  184G,  inclusively.    He  has  been  Colonel  of  the  regimenti 

land  had,, the  offer  of  a  General's  commission,  but  he  never  valued 

any  military  office,  and  seemed  not. to  Ijvo  the  business  of  war. 

If  he  has  taken  pride  in  any  public  stations,  it  has  been  iu  those 

which  enabled  him  to  pro;note  popular  edncaticm.     In  our  public 

school  system,  he  is  beginning,  to  see  the  utility  of  his  labors  in  a 

generation  riaiug  up  ,to  bless  such  philanthropists.     His  ^' AunalSy" 

:  parefully  kept  since  he  has  been  a  citizen  with  ua,  may  be  of  much 

.   1^  and  value  hereafter. 

Ca^RLss  C.,  and  Cubistophkb  Latham  Sholks  did  not  settle  so 
early  among  us  as  many  pthors,  but  the  prominent  part  they  have 
tfiken  in  our  affairs,  demands. our  notice. 

0.  C.  $HOL^  has  beeu  long  known  iu. Wisconsin — first  at  Green 

Bay,  and  sinc^  }n  our  place.    He  represented  Brown  county,  in 

.    the  Territorial  Assembly  in  the  six  spsaions  iron^  1887  to  1840; 

and  in  1^^,  represented  this  county  in  the  Assembly,  and  waa 

chosep  Speaker  of  that  body. .  Here .  in  Kenosha,  be  hiifl  been 

.    Ipiowo  as  an.active  citizen,  engaged  in  all  goiKl  labors.    Ab  major 

,.  of  our  city,  his  nam^  has  been  ipuri^.^ssopiated  with  the  pn)sperity 

of  the.  place  thw  that.pjT  any  othei;  pe^aon.    laeiveiry  positi^yv^iie 
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has  oconpied,  he  has  exhibited  a  character  of  Bterling  faithhihieei 
and  honesty  of  paq[>ofle. 

O.  L.  Shous  established  his  newspaper  press  here  in  1840,  sad 
has  sastained  its  credit  and  his  reputation  as  editor,  taking  nnk 
with  the  ablest  in  Wisconsin ;  its  independent  and  liberal  ehtt- 
acter  is  well  known.  He  served  in  the  State  Senate  in  1818  mi 
'49,  and  in  the  Assembly  in  1862  and  '68,  and  is  now  serving  an- 
other two  years'  term  in  the  Senate.  He  has  always  been  forward 
in  every  improvement  and  good  work.  If  the  spirits  of  the  de- 
parted inflnence  none  to  worse  deeds  than  they  do  him,  we  shaD 
not  be  very  jealous  of  their  visits. 


"  CLAIMANT'S  UNION." 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pike  River,  at  the  store  of  ! 
t  BuLLEN  &  Co.,  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1886,  Ausmr  Enr 

-  ix)oa  was  chosen  moderator,  and  William  C.  Ethbkidqs  clerk, 

•  when  the  following  preamble  and  Constitation,  presented  by  &e 

-  committee    appointed   to    draft   the    same,  were  unanimooalj 
".  adopted: 

"  Whereas,  a  union  and  co-operation  of  all  the  inhabitants  will 
'  be  indispensably  necessary,  in  case  the  pre-emption  law  should 
I  not  pass,  for  the  securing  and  protecting  of  oar  claims :  And 
whereas,  we  duly  appreciate  the  benefit  which  may  result  from 
snch  an  association,  not  only  in  regulating  the  manner  of  making 
.  and  sustaining  claims,  and  settling  differences  in  r^ard  to  tbeni} 
but  in  securing  the  same  to  the  holders  thereof  against  specala* 
tors  at  the  laud  sale ;  and  being  well  aware  that  consequences  the 
most  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  settlers  will  follow,  if  soeh  i 
i  imion  be  not  formed ;  and  as  Government  has  heretofore  encoIl^ 
<  aged  emigration  by  granting  pre-emption  to  aotnal  settlers,  we 
'  are  assured  that  our  settling  and  cnltivating  the  pnblic  lands  is  ia 
'  accordance  with  the  best  wishes  of  Gh)vemment ;  and  knowing 
\  that  in  some  instances  our  neighbors  have  been  dealt  with  in  an 

-  imfeeling  manner,  driven  from  their  homes,  their  pi^perty  des- 


^  .Iroyed,  their  persons  attacked,  and  their  lives  jeoparded,  tolMt- 

-  iafy  the  maligoant  disposition  of  nnprindpled  and  ayario^OQa 
xien :  and  looking  upon  such  proceedings  as  nnjust,  calculated  to 
produce  anarchy,  confbsion  and  the  like  among  ns,  destroy  our 

'  fidr  prospects,  subvert  the  good  order  of  society,  and  render  our 

:•  homes  the  habitations  of  terror  and  distrust — those  homes,  to  ob- 
tain which  we  have  left  our  firiends,  deprived  ourselves  of  die 
many  blessings  and  privileges  of  society,  have  borne  the  ex- 
penses, and  encountered  the  hardships  of  a  perilous  journey,  ad* 

^  vandng  into  a  space  beyoi^  the  bounds  of  civilization,  and  hav- 
ing the  many  difficulties  am  obstructions  of  a  state  of  nature  to 
overcome,  and  on  the  peaceable  possession  of  which  our  all  is 

- .  depending :  We,  therefore,  as  well-meaning  inhabitants,  having 
in  view  the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  our  settlement,  and 

.  knowing  the  many  advantages  derived  from  unity  of  feeling  and 
action,  do  come  forward  this  day,  and  solemnly  pledge  ourselves 
to  render  each  other  our  mutual  assistance,  in  the  protection  of 

.  our  just  rights,  and  in  fnrtherance  of  these  views,  we  adopt  andf 
agree  to  abide  by  and  support,  the  following 

CONSTITUTION : 

Ari.  1.  The  name  and  title  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  '  Pike 
■  Shfer  Olaimants^  Union^  auxiliary  to  the  Oauniy  UnMn^  tot 
the  attainment  and  security  of  titles  to  claims  on  Government 
lands. 
ArL  3.  Besides  a  Chairman  and  Clerk,  a  board  of  twelve  Cen- 
:  Bors  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  all  cases  of 
dispute  between  claimants,  coming  before  them,  be  chosen  with- 
out faver  to  name  or  party ;  five  from  the  twelve  to  constitute  a 
quorum  to  act  as  the  Board ;  the  other  seven  being  subject  to  ob- 
jection, if  drawn ;  yet  none  but  the  parties  and  the  Clerk  shall 
be  privy  to  the  process  of  drawing  and  objecting. 
Art  8.    To  constitute  a  claim,  there  shall  be  a  house-body,  or 
'  irame  of  sufficient  dimensions  for  a  family  to  dwell  in,  or  half  an 
acre  ploughed,  or  a  piece  enclosed  with  at  least  100  raila— either 
60 
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•d-  which  BhftU  iCODBtitate  a  claim.;  andbeenteiedton  the  mapikipt 
rb]r  the  Clerk  for  that  purpose,  giving  the  came 'and  laxme  of -xnak- 
lDgthe.&aine«:>  ■.'■    i  -.^  .im  -    •.  :     ir<i 

Art^i,  Any  person  complying  with  the  above^  ehaU  be  JiUow- 
ed  to  bold  one  quarter  eection^  and  as  much  more  aathe  Oemmit- 
tee  ahall  eay  when  the  queetion  comes  before  them;,  and  shalLbe 
allowed  to  act  as  agent  for  o&ers ,  which  ^ncy  shali  ih.allfcaies 
be  made  satisfactory  to  the  Oensors. 

■■  Art.  5.  The  claimant,  to  sec  ire  the  protection  of  th^  Unions 
shall,  within  thirty  days  after  signing  the  Oonstitnlioa  or  aaaking 
the  claim,  have  the  same  entered  m  the  Clerk's  map.    :   • 

Af  t  6.  Thirty  days,  from  the  time  of  signing  the  Oonstitntion, 
shall  be  allowed  for  perfecting  the  required  labor  on  olaima  pre- 
TioQsly  made  under  other  regulations. 

Art.  7.  At  the  close  of  each  trial,  the  Censoni  may  xnake:cmt 
a  bill  of  all  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  and  ^determine-  by 
whom  it  shall  be  paid ;  on  the  refusal  of  any  one  to  pay  the  sam 
put  to  him  for  expenses,  or  for  fines  for  non-attendance  as  witness, 
his  name  shall  be  recorded  by  tbe  Clerk  as  a  delinquent,  and  so 
debarred  from  protection  and  benefits  of  the  Union. 

Art.  8.  A  delegation  o{&ve  members  shall  be  sent  to  the  Boot 
Biver  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  generalizing. our  operation^  and 
uniting  claimants  in  tbe  county,  in  a  more  extensive \  bond  j /or 
more  effectual  operation, yet  withoutinterfering witheach  othere' 
peculiar  local  concerns.  .  ::  ;i 

Art.  9.  The  Chairman,  Clerk,  and  a  quorum  of  Cansdn^  may, 
at  any  time,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Union,  :on.  applicatioJOL  to.  the 
Chairman.  -.    i-i  : >.  .< 

Proceeded  according  to  tbe  Constitution^  and  made  the  follow- 
mg  appointments : — Watbbs  Towtoar,  Chairman j  iWilliami  O. 
Ethebidob,  Clerk/  Abhbb  Bajslow,  JohkF.Cadt,  ObbutSist- 
XHs,  Obbtn  Jbbomb,  Cephas  Wbkd,  CHAUHOEr  Davis,  H'blsov 
Allen,  Alfrbd  Foster.  Joseph  Cauldwbll,  Jabbd  Fox,.*Nklsok 
Oatujv,  and  Henby  MiLLm,  Cemanf  >  Jasdzt  Lothbop,^  Auieb 
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Bablow,  John  F.  Cady,  J.  M«  Shsbwood,  and  Waters  Towblbt. 
Delegates. 

fiesolved,  should  a  vacancj  in  the  above  Oommittee  occnri 
(ihree  of  the  same  are  allowed  to  appoint  some  one  to  fill  that  ybt 
cancj. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  printed. . 

AUSTIN  KEyLOeKl,Ohairimui. 
WiL  C.  Etheridoe,  Olerk. 

Printed  for  the  Union,  tA  Pike  Rirer,  by  Jabos  Lothkop. 


THE  CONSTITUTION  O^  THE  MILWAUKEE  UNION. 

That  we  the  undersigned,  as  settlers  of,  public  lands  within  the 
county  of  Milwaukee,  deem  it  of  vital  importance^  that  there 
should  be,  for  the  interest  of  the  settlers,  cordiality  of  feelipg 
among  them.  That  should  Congress  refuse  to  extend  the  pre- 
emption law,  our  whole  dependence  is  upon  union,  and  our  respect 
for  each  others'  rights  :  if  we  go  on  contending  and  striving  oae 
against  another  until  the  day  arrives  when  it  shall  be  decided 
whether  we  are  to  have  a  home  upon  the  spot  that  we  have  se- 
lected, there  will  be  no  hope  of  success.  And  now  let  us  come 
forward  determined  to  protect  one  another,  and  our  success  will 
be  complete ;  let  not  the  imprudence  of  any  one  destroy  the  fur 
prospeots  of  the  whole.  What  must  be  the  condition  of  those 
who  have  expended  their  last  farthing  in  reaching  the  spot  they 
claim,  if  they  are  to  be  driven  from  their  temperary  refuge  by  a 
mob  or  the  unfeeling  speculator.  To  the  instigator  of  the  mob 
we  would  say,  beware ! — to  thq  speculator,  remember  the  mourn- 
ful feelings  of  the  emigrant,  sobbing  adieu  to  the  tombs  and 
temples  of  his  fathers—  his  toils  and  sufferings  in  building  up  a 
new  habitation^  and  gathering  the  manna  of  heaven,  like  the  Is- 
raelites, from  the  bosom  of  the  wilderness. 

And  now,  as  American  citizens,  (and  there  is  a  charm  and 
magic  in  the  word,)  we  pledge  ourselves  to  support  and  protect 
each  other  in  holding  our  just  and  lawful  claims,  against  all. op- 
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poBition ;  also  to  support  and  abide  by  the  following  reeolntioiis : 
for  the  support  of  this,  we  solemnlj  avow  to  each  other,  and  call 
'upon  Gk)d  to  witness  their  truth  and  sinceritj,  and  invoke  dis* 
^' grace  upon  our  heads,  should  we  prove  guilty  of  duplicity : 
Art.  1.    Hesolvedj  That  the  County  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tricts ;  that  the  first  district  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the 
•'eonnty,  north  and  east  of  the  township  .line  of  township  fawr^ 
second,  all  that  part  of  the  county  south  and  west  of  the  north 
line  of  said  township. 

Art.  2.    That  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Register^  who 
iball  be  a  surveyor,  legally  appointed  by  the  county  Biirveypr,by 
the  recommendation  of  the  district  in  which  he  may  reside; 
'Whose  duty  it  shall  bo  to  make  a  correct'  plot  of  his  district,  and 
^  record  the  same  upon  a  book  of  record,  which  said  surveyor  shall 
■  keep  for  the  recordiog  of  claims ;  which  shall  be  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  any  person  holding  or  wishing  to  make  a  cTium, 
'  who  has  or  may  hereafter  sign  this  Oonstitution.    Said  surveyor 
'shall  attend  to  all  calls,  to  examine  and  survey  any  premiaes  ap- 
'  plied  for,  and  in  case  there  is  no  previous  claim  upon  said  premi- 
'ses,  the  surveyor  shall  make  a  survey  of  the  same,  and  keep  a 
'  record  of  all  sncli  surveys,  and  give  a  certificate  to  the  said 
applicant  for  said  premises  to  the  same  effect ;  which  certificate 
'  shall  be  filed  in  the  Treasurer's  ofSce  of  the  same 'district;  and 
upon  application  to  the  Treasurer,  to  file  said  certificate,  the  party 
applying  for  it,  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  two  dollars,  and  it 
^  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  Treasurer  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same. 
Art.  3.    To  constitute  a  claim,  there  shall  be  a  house  erected 
on  the  same,  at  least  12  feet  square,  with  roof  covered  with  boards 
or  shingles;  also,  if  in  timber  lands,  there  shall  be  at  least  one 
*  acre  chopped  fur  caltivation,  and  fenced  7  rails  high,  and  if  on 
the  prairie,  there  shall  be  at  least  two  acres  fenced  as  above  ;  all 
to  be  performed  within  forty  days  from  the  adoption  of  this  Oon- 
stitution,— the  first  claimant  shall  be  the  person  who  shall  have 
made  the  first  improvement  without  evident  design  of  relinquish- 
ing the  same,  by  absence,  or  by  making  other  claims, — ^that  within 
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forty  daja  from  this  time,  or  fort^  days  from  the  time  pf  making..^ 
the  chum,  shall  ha^e  the  same  recorded  by  the  District  Becorder.  , 
and  pay  the  snm  of  two  dollars  into  .the  District  Treasury. 

Art.  4.    That  all  male  qitizens  ovier  the  age  of  eighteen,  ai^d 
females  over  the  age  of  sixteen,  shall  be  entitled  to. hold  a  claim  ; 
by  complying  with  the  foregoing  resolntions. 

Art  5.  That  every  person  wishing  tp  mal^e  or  hold  a  claim ,. 
within  this  county,  shall  make  such  claim  in  person,  apd  comply.- 
with  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions,  except  females,  who  shall  reside  . 
within  the  county,  who  may  employ  an  agent  in  making  a  claim, 
and  be  protected  by  this  Constitution,  and  resolutions ;  in  case  of  ^ 
leaving  the  same,  they  shall  employ  an  agent  to  reside  on  said.^ 
claim. 

Art.  6.    A  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  in  each  district  by., 
their  own  delegates  in  this  Convention,  whp  shall  receive  all 
money  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  a  . 
copy  of  which  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Recorder. 

The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  true  account  of  all  monies  received.^ 
and  expended  by  him,  Applied  to  the  purposes  ordered  by  thiS: - 
Constitution,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  wholly  expended  when  ; 
the  land  shall  be  obtained  by  sale  or  pre  emption,  and.  all  diffi- . 
culties  settied,  shall  refund  the  remainder  to  each  person  who  has  j 
signed  this  Constitution,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  received  ^ 
from  each  individual.    Said  Treasurer  shall  give  to  the  Board  of 
Arbitrators  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  amounting  to  two  thous-  - 
and  dollars.    ]^ch  Treasurer  shall  provide  himself  with  a  book 
sufficientiy  large  to  record  all,  claims,  and  enter  upon  the  same  ' 
all  testimony  and  decisions  of  the  Commjltteei  with  the  certificate 
of  the  presiding  officer  within  his  district,  .which  shall  be  kept ,, 
and  subject  to  t^e  inspection  of  all  persons  as  specified  in  Article 
2nd.    He  shall  keep  in  his  posaesslon  this  Cosistitution  and  reso^ .. 
lutions ;  and  every  person  shall,  before  paying  in  his  money,  sign  ;• 
the  same — any  person  complying  with  the  foregoing,  shall  be  ; 
considered  a  member,  and  equally,  protected  by  the  same.    Said  .; 
Treasurer  shall  be  entitled  to  twenty-five  cents  for  ev^ry  certi4rti, 
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cate  he  may  legally  issae ;  and  for  all  recording,  the  aame  fee  as 
the  Obnnty' Becorder ;  to  be  paid  by  each  individnal  that  may 
require  sucli  recording  to  be  done. 

Aft.  7.  Hesolvedy  That  a  Board  of  ArbitratorSi  consisting  of 
fiye,  shall  be  elected'  by  the  people  of  their  district  The  duty 
of  said  Arbitrators,  shall  be  to  attend  to  all  sommons  legally 
served,  coming  from  a  Jadge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  ait  as  a 
Board  of  Arbitrators^  to  hear  and  try  any  case  brought  before 
them,  within  the  meaning  of  this  Constitution.  The  Judge  or  Job- 
tice  issuing  the  same,  shall  preside  over  said  Board,  and  record 
all  testimony  and  decisions  of  the  same.  A  majority  of  said  Ar- 
bitrators shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  proceed  to  business  after 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law ;  and  in  case  the  whole  nnm- 
ber  of  Arbitrators  are  present,  each  party  may  have  the  privilege 
of  rejecting  one  member  of  said  Board  ;  and  in  case  that  one 
partj  has  no  objection  to  any  one  member,  the  other  may  reject 
two  of  the  same,  the  oldest  claimant  so  contending  shall  have  the 
preference,  provided  he  has  made  a  legal  claim  ;  and  in  all  cases 
the  decision  of  the  Board  shall  be  final.  All  the  proceedings  of 
said  Board  shall  be  made  a  rule  of  court,  and  the  Judge  or  Jus- 
tice shall  proceed  accordingly  ;  and  each  member  summoned  and 
appearing  to  sit  upon  any  such  case,  shall  b6  entitled  to  two 
dollars. 

Art.  8.  Hesolvedy  That  each  member  and  clerk  of  this  Con- 
vention, shall  be  entitled  to  two  dollars  per  day  while  attend- 
ing, including  the  time  of  going  to  and  returning  from  said 
Convention,  to  bo  paid  equally,  out  of  the  funds  of  each  Treasury 
of  the  districts  sending  the  same,  by  the  members  presenting  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  President  and  Clerk  of  this  Convention. 

Art.  9.  That  all  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Arbitrators,  in 
conformity  to  any  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  shall  be  put  in 
force  and  complied  with,  peaceably  if  can  le^  and  forcibly  if 
must  he.  In  case  forcible  means  should  be  resorted  to,  all  rea- 
sonable expenses,  so  made,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  district  where  such  expenses  are  made. 
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Art.  10.  Ite8oU>ed^  That  in  case  any  diflScnlty  ehonld  arise,  Ia 
regard  to  claims,  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing  resoIationSi 
the  Board  of  Arbitrators  shall  have  universal  jarisdiction  over 
the  same,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final,  as  provided  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  .^  :  Mj.?!    .• 

Art.  11.    Hesolvedj  That  any  person  who  has  a  family  of 
three  or  four  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  one  claim  for  such 
children,  provided,  the  oldest  of  ench  children  does  not  exceed 
the  agVof  eighteen  or  sixteen  'years :  and  tnat  he'  or  dhe  iriiw 
have  compliea  with  the  foregoing  resolations: 

Alanson  Sweet,  B.  W.  Finoh,  Albb&tFowleb,  Hob  age  GHASiy 
Henby  0.  West,  Milwaukee  Delegates. 

OiLBBBT  Ena^p,  Levi  Mason^  TVai/tis  Ooolt,  William  LnG% 
Root) Miver  Delegates. 

Ja^it  LoTBR^p,  WatbbS  Towslxt,  G-.  P.  Post,  Geo.  W.  Gbiffivi 
Pik^JUver  Delegatei. 

John  Fowler  John  P.  Haioht,  Oak  Creeik  DeUgates, 

STMuAaiBxrVLSOELj  Skunltf 9  Orove  Delegate. 

r..      >'.  .  ...  GILKERT  KNAPP, 

B:"Bi'Oabt,  >  Ohairman. 

J« '  Oi  &r  App,  Secretaries. 
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WXBOOKSIN— ITS  BISE  Ain>  PB0OB£SS»  WITH  N0TICB8  OF 
MINERAL  POINT  AND  RICHLAND  COUNTY. 

1 

BT  STBPflEK  TAYLOB« 

In  the  year  1835,  I  pitched  my  tent  at  Mineral  Point,  one  of 
the  principal  nnclenses  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  Korth-weat| 
prior  to  whidi  time  West  Michigan  was  but  sparsely  pc^nlatedL 
Agriculture  occupied  rery  limited  attention ;  mining,  sotieltiagy 
and  their  requisite  mechanical  vocations,  almost  exdusiFely  m\h 
sorbed  the  industrial  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Lead  Mints. 
Subsequently,  July  4ih,  1886,  Wisconsin  Territory,  coyering  the 
regions  embraced  by  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  merged  into  exiatenoe^ 
with  a  total  population  (in  1835)  of  about  twelve  thousand^  (inclifr 
ding  the  Oneida,  Stockbridge  and  Brothertown  Indians,  some  of 
whom  enjoy  the  rights  of  civilized  citizens,)  nearly  seven  thousand 
of  which  resided  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  The  State,  under  its 
present  limits,  numbered  in  1860,  over  three  hundred  and  five 
thousand,  and  in  1855,  it  contained  over  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  inhabitants !  a  respectable  increase  indeed,  in  the 
settlement  of  a  new  country.  This  rapid  inflax  to  me  is  not  at 
all  surprising ;  for  as  nature  allotted  a  portion  of  our  favored 
country  as  an  earthly  paradise,  Wisconsin,  with  its  fertility  of 
soil  and  salubrity  of  climate,  is  eminently  qualified  in  such  dis- 
tinction* Viewing  the  country  from  Milwaukee  to  the  Miasis- 
sippi,  and  upon  a  transyerse  line  from  Janesville  to  Green  Bay, 
and  from  the  latter  point  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  in  Minna- 
seta,  and  from  the  eminences  of  the  bluffs  along  the  ^*  Father  of 


Waters,"  i^oatbward^  an  obeerTipa  toonBt, will  find 

'  thron,ah'ont  ita  wliole  «xt^at,,as);n[ivQs  one  g^eral 

,  pearance ;-  no  monntajtiB  or  iiiUa'  ato.  here  to^  mnr 
the  enchanting  B^ne  or  4|star))  the  hanmon^of 

,  aarface,  ea^o  a  f^v  isolated  out-ltiyers,  the  largest  of  :wliicU  ^e 
tliQ  BItie,.the  FUtte,  and  the  ^iasiniwa  Uoande.  '  'fjieso  natural 

.  prominenoce,  (neither  of  which,  covers  moire  than  two  hundred 
acres,)  are  of  an  irregular,  pyramidical  or  conical'  form,  and  aid 
.  gracufullj;  in  emhellishiiig  the  other,wise  uaturol  utlrac^iv£iesA  of 
the  plain.  They  berred  as  gnidee  for  the  roving  aborigines — the 
red  man  and  the  warrior.  They  still  serve  ap  majestic  "beacohs  " 
for  civilization  ;  and,,eloTated  a  few  hundred  feet  above  the  gan* 
tie  swells  of  the  prairie,  qhserivable  at  distances' of  thirty  miles 
,or  more,  as  they  are,  will  ever  reroaia  as  objects  of  fidmiration 
ia  all  time  to  come.  The  diversified  view  from  either  of  these 
natnri^l  observatories  is  indescribably  grand.' 

After  an  Absence  of  over  twelvQ  years  from,  Wisconsin,  I.  vifis 
^mazed,  during  a  recent  vi«it,  at  the  change  time  bad  wroBj^t 

,  in  its  progrjess.  Milwatikee  was  scarcely  known  other  than  pros- 
pectively;,  she  is  now  rapidly  acquiriag  importance  as  a. great 

,  ci^,  having  a  pop.aIatic^  of  over  thirty  thoasand,  with  immense 
comfnercial  basinets  and  bnsiness  c^acltyj  her  streets  are  spa- 
cio;aa,  well  grated  and  paved,  her  public  and  bnsiness  hotisea  and 
.  private  mansioos  are  constrpcted  upon,  magnificent  scales,  and  of 
tasty  architecbire ;  ^e  brick,  used  for  bnilding  are  of  a  beaatifol 
bnff  color  and  of  fine  texture,  which  gives  to  the  whole  city  the 
pleasing  aepe(;t,  as  I  fancy  it,  of  a  tall  prim  Qjuakereas,  closed 
in  plain,'  buff  colored  garb.  •  .        , ,      . 

.,  Madison,  the  second  in  papalation,iD  thf>  State,  now  nDtuben 

.  upwards  of  eight  tSiousand  six  hnndred  inh»f>itai]ts«*  The  city, 
upon  an  isihrnuB,  or,  more|  properly,  upon  a  peninsula,  betw^ 
.Lakes  Kendota  and  Monona,  ahonl  ^ree-fofirths  of  a  mile  .in 

; — •■ — "" : ~ 1 — ' — r- 1  ' :  -•^ 
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width  at  its  narrowest  point,  has  an  irregular  nndolating  surface, 
fhoQgh  of  easy  and  accessible  grades  in  all  directions.  The  cen- 
tre Park,  or  that  one  on  which  the  Capitol  stands,  is  an  almost 
level  plateau,  elevated  seventy  feet  above  the  lakes,  and  contains 
about  fifteen  acres.  Nature  has  studded  it  with  thrifty  forest 
trees — art  has  tastefully  adorned  it  with  gravelled  walks  and  gas 
lamps  I  The  grounds,  without  the  park,  gradually  descend,  and 
again  with  gentle  ascents  form  numerous  elevations,  varying  in 
altitude  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  afford- 
ing many  desirable  sites  for  villas.  University  Park,  containing 
over  fifty  acres,  is  the  most  prominent  of  these  elevations,  and 
from  the  college  buildings,  situate  at  the  highest  point,  and  from 
many  other  prominences  and  public  and  private  observatories,  a 
view  of  the  city,  its  public  buildings,  and  its  numerous  princely 
mansions,  equalling  in  magnificence  those  of  our  eastern  cities 
—justly  entitling  Madison  lo  the  provincial  cognomen  of  Palatial 
City — the  sparklirg  lakes,  skirted  with  every  variety  of  scenery, 
the  bluflTs,  the  capes,  the  coves,  the  prairies,  the  ravines,  the 
groves,  the  meadows,  and  the  vision  encompassed  luxuriance  of 
the  husbandman,  is  sublime  beyond  comparison.  In  truth,  the 
grandeur  of  the  scenery  of  the  "Four  Lake  Country"  is  equalled 
only  by  that  part  of  Ililges'  Panorama  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge, 
re])resenting  the  Garden  of  Eden,  with  its  life  like  crystal  lakes 
and  floral  verdure  ;  and  those  who  have  feasted  upon  that  imagi- 
native picture  only  can  fancy  the  beauties  hereabouts. 

In  the  summer  of  1836,  with  a  comrade,  I  canaped  at  the  head 
of  Mendota  or  Fourth  Lake,  within  six  miles  of  the  spot  where 
the  Capitol  now  stands,  at  which  time  there  was  not  within  twenty 
miles  of  that  point  a  single  white  inhabitant,  and  none  within  the 
present  limits  of  Dane  county,  an  area  of  twelve  hundred  and 
forty  square  miles,  excepting  Col.  E.  Bbigham,  at  the  Blue  Mounds, 
and  those  of  his  household.  Contrast  the  present  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  nearly  twentj^  years  ago,  when  the  Indian  and 
the  deer,  unmolested,  roamed  the  forest  and  the  plain,  and  you  be- 
hold the  county  of  Dane  with  over  thirty  seven  thousand  enlight- 
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ened  and  indnetrions  people !  and  the'flonrishing  eity  of'^Miidisoh, - 
the  concentration  of  fashion  and  afflaence,  vieing  with  older  citiea 
for  pre  eminence  as  the  seat  of  science,  literature  and  the  arts, 
with  her  University,  State  Historical  Society,  State  Agricaltnral 
Society,  Natural  History  Association,  Pablic  Libraries,  and  va- 
rloQS  other  local  institations,  respectably  comparing  with  those  of 
similar  character  in  the  eastern  States. 

"The  Lake  Side  Water  Cure,"  a  hydropathic  institute,  of  large' 
dimensions,  "across  the  waters,"  in  the  midst  of  a  natural  park 
of  fifty  acres  or  more,  and  in  view  from  all  the  prominences  of 
the  city,  is  another  object  of  attraction,  and  is  fast  gaining  celeb- 
rity among  invalids  from  all  parts  of  our  country.* 

The  buildings  of  the  city,  both  public  and  private,  also  partake 
of  the  Quakeress  character,  though  not  of  brick;  the  material 
generally  used  is  a  magne^ian  limestone,  entirely  destitute  of  fos- 
sils, susceptible  of  tolerably  fine  sculpture,  and,  upon  penetrating 
the  quarries  beyond  the  influence  of  surface  discoloration,  of  a 
beautiful  buflF  color.  I  presume  it  to  be  the  lower  magnesiaji 
stratum.     Are  there  in  it  indications  of  a  lead-bearing  character! 

The  lakes  around  Madison  are  deep  and  of  remarkable  trans- 
parency, abounding  in  many  piscatory  varieties,  of  large  size, 
where  disc'ples  of  Izaak,  male  and  female,  enjoy  the  angling  plear 
sures  with  more  reality  than  mere  nibhlers. 

Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Mississippi,  at  its  confluence  with  the 
Wisconsin  river,  contains  about  two  thousand  inhabitants,  though,, 
like  llip  Van  Winkle,  she  has  reposed  for  many  years.  A  rail- 
road, in  pro£:ress  from  Milwaukee  terminates  here,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  the  near  approach  of  the  "  iron  horse,"  with  its  shriU 
whistle,  seems  t«>  have  aroused  her  citizens  from  their  lethargy. 
"The  Prairie,"  a  handsome  river  plain,  covering  an  area  of  ten 
or  twelve  square  miles,  is  skirted  on  the  east  by  the  same  pic* 
turesqne  blufis,  which  adorn  the  scenery  of  the  Mississippi  as  far 

*  Tbl«  iDntltation  la  now  oDdvr  th«  tapcrlAteBdenoa  of  on*  of  tlM  ablMt  hjdropftthUts  of  tba  Untea 
—Dr.  E  A.  KiTTExiKiB,  rMoatlj  ot  Boiton,  to  ftrormblj  koowm  bj  hU  homoioiu  prodoctiou  OTcr  tk* 
^^fMton  of  **  Mofgi/*  L.  0^  D. 
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as  the  Falls  of  St  Antbooy.  The  soperior  steamboat  landi|ig 
and  her  agricultural  and  other  advantages,  warrant  for  this  an- 
cient frontier  trading  post,  at  no  distant  day,  an  eminent  position 
as  a  popnlona  commercial  citj. 

Between  Prairie  da  Chien  and  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony^  (j^e 
country,  prior  to  1839,  contained  few  inhabitants  other  than  semi- 
civilized  Indians  ;  who  occupiedi  as  Tillages,  many  of  the  prom- 
inent locations  which  now  flourish  as  populous  miniature  cities; 
the  most  important  of  which  are  Lansing,  in  Iowa,  Prairie  La 
Orosse,  Prescott  and  Hudson,  in  Wisconsin,  and  Wiuonai  i(ed 
Wing,  Wabasha,  Stillwater,  St.  Paul  and,  St.  Anthony,  connected 
with  Minneapolis  by  a. wire  suspension  bridge,  from  an  island 
above  the  cataract,  in  Minnesota.  These  are  all  eUgible  peintE, 
in  every  view,  yet,  as  inducements  to  capitahsts  and  busine&fi 
adventurers,  (I  merely  throw  out  a  suggestion)  would  it  not  tend 
to  advantageous  results,  in  the  prosperity  of  these  cities,  were 
the  proprietors  to  reduce  the  price  of  grounds  to  a  grade  at  least 
as  low  as  that  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia  i 

To  antiquaries,  the  most  interesting  feature  in  this  region,  is 
that  of  its  earthwork  embossments.  The  writer,  during  1842,^ 
devoted  much  labor  in  preparing  an  essay  on  the  existence  of  the 
tumuli  of  Wisconsin,  and  was  sorely  perplexed,  in  his  recent  per- 
ambulations in  that  State,  at  the  ruthless  desecration  of  many  of 
the  mounds.  Why  should  these  interesting  relics  of  antiquity 
be  thus  thoughtlessly  leveled  with  the  earth  by  the  plough  ahttre 
and  the  hoe  i  Truly  the  patriotic  agriculturalist  should  at  least 
devote,  in  their  preservation,  a  spark  of  the  same  veneration  be- 
stowed upon  them  by  the  uncultivated  Indian.  They  remained 
undisturbed  by  the  savage  for  countless  years — they  are  now  in 
charge  of  a  civilized  destroyer !  Upon  the  Psess  of  the  State 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the   protection  of  these  labors  of  an 

w 

ancient  people — should  that  palladium  fail  in  their  transmission 
to  posterity,  in  their  pristine  condition,  I  warn  the  habitant  to 


Am.  Joor.  Seieooe,  roL  44,  p.  21. 
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deiffttfii  thti  ai9ia6Hti6h  of  the  nioimdB,  ieM  th^  fipfrits  of  liioM- 
wbb  rereiiB  tfaem  inobt,  Bbbtild  in  an' nnprOpitiotaft  moment  vttit^^ 

thdr  debecr&fon  with thel  vengeancci  SQcb  profknitj  meritt^     "  ^' 

J-.  I   .  ■  •    ,  ■  I  ■  •  '        '  •■'•'''.) 

;tfTNKKAT.  POINT  IN  DATS  OF  TOBB.     . 

For  some  time  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the  Lead  Mines,  the 
mlii^rs^  tindei*  the  Tegillat!t>nB  of  the  War^  Depaftment,  were  li-- 
censM  to  oxpl6re  and  ocenpy  *  the  ininieral  lands  in  that  tegion^  ■■  ^ 
ihongh  in  (Consequence  of  the  hostility  of  the'  Indians  to  the  eo^-- 
plorations  and  encroachments  of  the  whites,  they  seldom  Yentoredi' 
fair  beyoAd  that  protection  whi6h  nninerioal  strength  and  the* 
defensive  organizations  near  Gttlena  seetired.' 

It  Vas  in  the  autumn  of  1827,  upon  the*  cessation' of  the  Win 
nebago  disturbances,  that  the  more  daring  and '  enterprising, 
protn[)ted  by  the  hope  of  discovering  vast  minei^al  treasuresy  the* 
existence  of  which  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  the  many 
flattering  accounts  had  so  truthfully  pictured,  banded  together  in- 
well  armed  squads,  over-run  the  country  proepedting  *  in  all  di- 
reetions.    They  were  usually,  in  those  times,' governed  by  certain 
snorfince  iodicatiOniB,  the  most  Infallible  of  which  were  the  eld 
Indian  diggings,  which  were  found  in  almost  every  direction,  and[- 
their-locations  were  marked  by  the  many  small  tispen  gror^  or 
patches  indigenous  to  the  up>tumed-  diAy  of  the  pntiries  In  the 
lead  region.    By  the  rude  and  superficial  mode  of  excavation  by  ' 
tbe  Red  men,  much  mineral  remaiued  in  the  diggings,  ad  well  as 
among  the  rubbish  ;  mining  in  these  old  burrows, 'th<sreibr€f,'iioV^ 
only  at  once  justified  the  labor,  but  frequently  led  to' tiife  disoov-' 
e*y  of  prodnctire  mines;    "  Gravel  minerafj"  carbotiized'  so  as ' 
scarcely  to  be  distingnlshed  ft'om  water- worn  pebbles,  and*  Oicisa^ 
sicmally  lumps  weighing  several  pounds',  wer^' Exciting  erideneieiK^ 
of  the  existence  of  larger  bodies  upon  the  highlands  in  the' viciiiity. 
The  amorpha  ea/Mscensj  or  *<  masonic^  weed,-^  peew&Kar  to-the  Whol^' 
country,  when  fouod  in  a  cluster  of  rank  growth,' also' attraeted' 

▼Ww  dt  dlieoTering  ibinenl  in  nnt  xplortd  regions.  B-  T. 


486 

the  attention  of  the  Indian  as  well  as  the  more  experienced  miner, 
as  it  waa  snppoeed  to  indicate  great  depth  of  clay  or  the  existenoa 
of  crevices  in  the  rock  beneath.  By  snch  means  were  the  minr 
eral  resources  of  Wiscobsin  explored  and  developed,  and  this 
was  the  manner  of  the  discovery  of  the  prodnctiye  mines  at 

mHKBAL  POINTi — 

a  piece  of  land  elevated  about  two  hundred  feet,  narrowing  and 
descending  to  a  point,  situated  in  tbe  midst  of  a  valley,  as  it 
-were-^tL  ravine  bounding  the  same  both  eastward  and  westward, 
throQgh  which  tributaries  of  tbe  Pekatonica  Biver  flow,  uniting 
in  a  wider  valley'to  the  southward.  It  was  upon  this  poini  th§t 
the  "  leads  were  struck,"  the  fame  of  which  spread,  and  so  quick- 
ly became  the  centre  of  attraction,  the  miners  flocking  to  them 
from  every  quarter.  It  was  customary,  upon  the  discovery  of 
new  diggings,  to  distinguish  them  by  some  appellation,  so  this 
locality,  on  account  of  its  peculiar  position  and  shape,  was  for- 
mally called  "  Mineral  Point,"  and  hence  the  name  of  the  present 
village,  the  nucleus  of  which  was  formed  by  the  erection  of  a  few 
small  log  cabiu9,  and  hats  built  with  square  cut  sods,  covered  ia 
with  poles,  prairie  grass  and  earth.  These  very  comfortable 
though  temporary  shelters  were  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  in- 
tersection of  what  are  now  called  Oommerce  and  High  streets,  al 
the  margin  of  the  westerly  ravine,  and  in  view  from  the  digginga 
on  the  point. 

Females,  in  consequence  of  the  dangers  and  privations  of  those 
primitive  times,  were  as  rare  in  the  diggings  as  snakes  upon  the 
Emerald  Isle, -consequently  the  bachelor  miner,  from  neceeaity, 
performed  the  domestic  duties  of  cook  and  washerman,  and  the 
preparation  of  meals  was  indicated  by  appending  a  rag  to  an  np> 
right  pole,  which,  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  telegraphically  oon- 
veyed  the  glad  tidings  to  his  hungered  brethren  upon  the  hilL 
Hence,  this  circumstance,  at  a  very  early  date,  gave  the  provin- 
cial briquet  of  ''  Shake  Rag,''  or  ''  Shake  Rag  under  iKe  JETiU^^ 
which  that  part  of  the  now  flourishing  village  of  Mineral  Point, 
lying  under  the  hill,  has  acquired,  and  which  in  all  probabili^  it 
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will  ever  retain*  So  much  for  the  origin  of  Mineral  Poiat.  I 
will  now  ventare  a  few  remarks  regarding  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  its  inhabitants  in  dajs  of  jore. 

The  continued  prosperity  of  the  mines,  in  a  comparatively 
brief  period,  increased  the  population  of  the  village  to  several 
hundred,  comprised  as  is  usual  iu  mineral  regions,  of  represen- 
tatives from  every  clime  and  country,  and  in  such  conglomera- 
tion, it  is  fair  to  presume,  of  every  stripe  of  character.  This  in- 
crease of  population,  including  many  of  those  expert  in  the 
^'  profession,"  warranted  the  establishment  of  numerous  gambling 
saloons,  groceries — a  refined  name  for  groggeries — and  other  like 
places  of  dissipation  and  amusement,  where  the  unwary,  and 
those  flushed  with  success  in  digging,  could  be  ^^  taken  in  and 
done  for,"  or  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  voluntarily  to  dis- 
pose of  their  accumulated  means,  either  in  drowning  their  sor- 
rows in  the  bowl,  or  "  fighting  the  tiger  "  in  his  den. 

Notwithstanding  such  were  the  practices  almost  universally, 
more  or  less,  indulged  in  by  the  denizens,  yet  the  protracted 
winters  in  this  then  secluded,  uncultivated  and  sparsely  populated 
country,  and,  for  that  reason,  the  absence  of  those  more  reputable 
enjoyments  which  mellow  and  refine  sociality  in  other  regions, 
in  a  measure  justified  a  moderate  participation  in  this  mode  of 
driving  diUl  cares  away.  These  congenial  customs,  peculiarly 
western,  were  as  firmly  based  as  the  laws  which  governed  the 
ICedes  and  Persians,  and  wo  to  those,  from  lands  of  steadier 
habits,  who  would  endeavor  to  introduce  innovations  adverse  to 
the  established  policy  of  those  days  I  Hence  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  harmonizing  with,  and  following  in  the  trail  of  the 
popular  will.  But  such,  I  am  happy  in  the  conviction,  is  not  now 
the  case — virtue,  in  the  progress  of  events,  has  naturally  suc- 
ceeded profligacy,  and  Mineral  Point,  freed  from  contamination, 
stands  redeemed  of  her  former  errors. 

Among  the  most  distinguished  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Min- 
eral Point,  yet  upon  the  stage  of  action,  areOol.  Bobt.  0.  Hoabd, 
Ool.  BoBXBT  S.  Blaok,  (now  of  Dodgeville,)  OoL  Hbhbt  M.  Bil- 
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Lmo8,  OoI.'Daotel  Ml  Pa»kison,  Col.  Abnkb.  NibHOLS,  Francib 
ViViAK,  Pablet  Eaton,  Levi  Sterling,  Edwabd  Beouchabp,  Jo- 
BiAH  TrAGE,  James  James,  Samu^  Thomas.  Mrs.  Hood,  Amzi  W. 
OdMFOET,  O.  P.  TTitLiAMs,  (now  of  Portage  City,)  M.  V.  B.  Bur- 
Bis,  Milton  Betans,  Pet^  Habtma5(,  John.F.  O^Neil£,  TVjluam 
SuBLETT,  John  Ij^niLLiPs,  John  Milton^  Geobge  Ccb6age,.  Jambs 
HrrcHiNs,  John  Caserlt,  Edward  Coode,  and  Willlmi  Tbegat. 
And  the  following,  who  hare  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  viz : 
Col.  John  D.  Anslet^  Col.  Jo^n  MoXaje,  Hobebt  DoughebtTj 
Cilpt.  "William  Henry,  Stephen  Terrill,  Habe  Terrill,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward McSherrt,  Dr.  Kichabd  G.  ^I^ipglet,  Xicholas  Urkn, 
B^:haiu}  Martin,  James  S.  Bowden,  John  Hood,  Lord  Blanet, 
Joseph  Sylvester,  Matijiew  G.  Fitch,  Thomas  MoKnigbt,  Ste- 
THEN  B.  TnRAaiiER,  Uorert  W.  Gray,  Joseph  Morrison,  James 
Hugo,  Hugh  U.  Hcniei:^  Edward  .  James,  (Jate  U.  S.  M^r^hal,} 
Wii-^iAM  Prideaux,  Joseph  James,  Benjamin  Salter,  and  "  Cai> 
witLADER  tlie  ke^ic-iiiaker.''  

^Mineral  Point,  numbers  at  this  ^me.  not  far  from,  three 
thousand  Inhabitailts,  Besides  the  Court  House  aod  County 
o£5ce6,  the  United  States  Land  office  is  located  here,  .which,  with 
the  lead  trade,  gives  to  the  place  quite  a  bu^injess  aspect.  The 
"  new  town  ''is  well  laid'out  wfth  spacious  streets,  and,  improved 
wiih  commodious  mansions  and  large  gardens,  decorated  with 
thrifity  groves  of  spontaneous  growth,  co^trapSting. materially  with 
the  original  miners'  huts  and  sod  cabins  o£  th^  old  village  of 
^^  Shake  liag  under  the  Hill.^^  The  increase  of  population'  and 
the  erectijon  of 'numeroufl  Ghuroh  edifices  with  toWeriug  spires, 
hf^,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  changed  tha  manners  and  customs 
of  the  people.  The  village  is  now  classed  among. the  mort- 
healthy  and  respectable  in  the  State,  and,  upon  the  conapletipn.of' 
her  railroad  connection  with  the  east,  bida  fair  idj  becomrf  c^uite 
an  important  business  place.  .  So  mote  it  be,  is  the  prayer  of  one 
of  its  ei^rly  .dqnizens. . 

Ifavi^ig  thus  briefly  ^isposed  of  .Mineral  Point,  .jpe^aps  it  jxiBff. , 


not  be  coaeidered  oat,p]f:plf^!Q  Ii]»ra,,lic^iiitfo^B(M,A]bri^>Jiotice,o£  . 


of  lie', 

— , 'pi  Bopiaty^bf'l'as'fr'y  owing:  ' 

DlSflng  the  '-^UieV'ofiMl-^ji,  *t&«  aiictenf^ 

popnlatioD,  withiD  the  bonn'atf  of 'T^nat  joanfy, 

numbered  only  eeven — tIz  :  MeearB.  JoH*P€^M)B9i'EriwikWCfottatA, 
Habdih  Moobb,  Matthew  Alexaioieb,  Capt,  Jahes  B.  Ebtss, 
Stsphen  Taylob,  and  a  trapper  named  Kh^app,  whose  Beclnded 
hermitage  wae  Bitnated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  month  of  a  stream 
near  the  soath-weet  comer  of  the  connty,  which  stream  snbae- 
qaently  received  his  name.  This  section  then  composed  part  of 
Crawford  county.  Its  remoteness  from  Prairie  da  Ohien,  the  seat 
of  jnatice,  dictated  the  project  of  a  new  organization,  and  its  con- 
sequent annexation  to  Iowa  county  for  judicial  and  other  pur- 
poscB.  With  a  view,  therefore,  of  comparing  ideas  npon  the 
utility  of  snch  an  organization,  notices  for  a  meeting,  to  be  held 
on  a  fntnre  day,  at  the  Eagle  Mill  on  Eagle  creek,  were  posted, 
at  which  meeting  the  entire  people  assembled,  and  the  preamble 
and  resolntions  prepared,  in  the  form  of  a  petitioQ  to  the  Legisla- 
tore,  then  in  session,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  parpose, 
irere  with  great  unanimity  approved !  These  proceedings  (now, 
donbtless,  on  file  among  the  archives  of  the  State,)  were  appro- 
priately referred  to  the  representativea  of  Iowa,  Qrant  and 
Crawford  conntiea,  npon  whose  favorable  report  the  act  establish- 
ing the  connty  of  Bichland,  was  passed,  defining  its  limits,  &c., 
ia  accordance  with  the  desires  of  the  petitioners.  In  addition  to 
which,  Ool.  Abneb  Nichols,  Johh  Bat,  and,  if  memory  serves 
me,  Jahbs  Mhbpht,  all  of  Iowa  connty,  were  commissioned  to 
locate  the  fntnre  seat  of  jastice.  These  gentlemen  in  the  following 
gnrnmer,  after  partaking  of  a  sumptuous  feed  (oBnally  provided 
upon  iQch  ocoaaiona  by  parties  most  interested,)  formally  "  stock 
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the  Btake"  upon  eeotion  85,  town  9,  range  1,  at  the  Icwet  fen^^ 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  meridian. 

In  selectiog  a  name  for  the  new  connty,  some  difference!  of 
opinion  existed ;  the  united  object|  however,  was  to  adopt  sach  an 
one  as  would  elicit  attraction,  and  at  the  same  time  bespeak  the 
true  character  of  its  territory — the  appellatioD,  Richland^  was, 
therefore,  adopted.  This  cognomen  being  the  only  claim  the 
writer  possesses  in  the  county,  and  which  he  will  never  surrender, 
has,  he  presumes,  been  justly  awarded. 

Fhhadblphia,  Jan.,  1856. 
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AFFEVDIX  Vo.  16. 


LEGESTD  OF  THE  EED  BANKS, 

BY  HON.  OHASLEB  D.  B0BIH80V. 

Upon  a  high  bank,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Qreen  Bay  aboat 
twelve  miles  north  of  the  town,  is  an  interesting  earth-work,  bear- 
ing a  singular  resemblance  to  military  defences  of  modem  times. 
Its  walls,  at  one  time,  must  have  been  some  seven  feet  in  height, 
or  thereabouts,  having  a  ditch  or  moat  on  the  outside,  and  pro- 
Tided  on  its  three  exposed  sides  with  regular  bastions.  Its  fourth 
aide  fronts  on  a  precipice  of  perhaps  one  hundred  feet  in  height, 
whose  base  is  washed  by  the  waters  of  Green  Bay ;  and  leading 
down  this  steep  bank  impassable  at  any  other  immediate  point, 
is  what  seems  to  have  once  been  a  protected  passage  of  steps  cut 
into  the  clay,  and  perhaps  covered  with  boughs  of  trees.  This 
was  the  communication  from  the  fort  to  the  water ;  and  standing 
here  now,  it  needs  but  little  fancy  to  see  those  grim  warriors 
of  the  olden  time  filing  down  their  covered  way,  with  less  of 
the  pomp,  and  more  of  the  nerve  of  the  mailed  knights  of  feudal 
days,  issuing  from  their  rock-bound  castles. 

In,  or  near,  the  centre,  are  two  parallel  walls,  about  twenty-five 
feet  long,  which  were  probably  united  at  the  ends,  as  there  is  some 
appearance  of  it  now.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  the  use  of 
this  part  of  the  structure,  unless  it  was  to  protect  valuables,  or 
such  inmates  of  the  fort  as  were  incapable  of  aiding  in  its  da- 
fence.  Had  the  place  been  constructed  in  these  days,  it  would 
have  made  a  magaaine  of  the  most  approved  kind.  A  few  rods 
t6the  north,  outside  the  walls,  and  on  the  rtrj  brink  of  the  pvd- 
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cipice,  ie  what  was  ODce,  apparentlj,  a  look*oiit — a  high  mound 

of  earth,  a  few  feet  high,  now  half  carried  off  by  the  wearing 

away  of  the  cliff.    To  the  southward  and  eastward  of  the   fort, 

occupying  some  hundreds^of  .acrto,  irere  the  planting  grounds  of 

the  people  who  inhabited  the  place.    Large  trees  now  over-grow 

the  ground,  yet  the  furrows  are  as  distinctly  marked  as  if  made 

but  last  year,  and  are  surprisingly  regular.    The  whole  work  is 

admirably  placed,  and  WQuld  dp  credit  to  .the  forethought  and 

judgment  so  necessary  in  correct  military  positions  of  modem 

times. 

This  is  the  only  ancient  earth-work,  it  is  believed,  which  pos- 

sclBses  an  undoubted  history  or  tradition,  and  that  is  but  Che  laoB' 

toiry  of  its  fall.    When  and  by  whom  it  was  built,  tliere  ft  B0 

st6iy — nothing  but  the  persifiitent  declarations  of  the  Ihdiaiuf  «f 

thfe  vicinity  that  it  was  the  work  of  red  men  l6ng,  long  ago.    Th^ 

trftdition  which  follows,  is  related  by  O  kke-wah,  or  2^  8ec^  tA 

Indian  woman  now  living  near  thie  Eed  River,  on  the   eastom' 

shore  of  Green  Bay,  and  who,  beyond  doubt,  is  upwards  of  on€f 

hundred  years  of  age.    She  sat  over  a  wigwam  Are,  only  a  few* 

nights  ago,  and  related  this  story,  while  the  fight  of  other  d*yB^ 

faintly- illumined  her  wrinkled  face  as  she  marked  out  in  t&e 

ashes  th\3  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  as  she  told  of  the  loDg  dajK 

of  disperate  fighting,  in  which  her  ancestors  were  engaged,  hDer" 

Tethered  arms  seemed  nerved  with  the  strength  of  yonth^llke  the 

old  soldier,  who 

» 
"  Shouldered  hie  crutob, 

And  fought  his  batUes  o'er  again.'' 

"It  was  long  ago,*'  said  Okee-wah  ^ — *^I  was  so  high*' — ^jllac* 
ing  her  hand  about  three  feet  from  the  ground,  "  wh^n  my  grand- 
father told  me  the  story.  The  Sauks  and  the  Outagapiies  liv^ 
in  the  old  fort  at  the  Red  Banks.  They  had  lived  there  a  loiig 
tipe,  and  had  thoir  planting  ground  there,  and  ruled  the  whole 
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^coantrj.    The  forests  eastward  were  full  of  deer,  Ahe  wateraofthe 

Bay  were  full  of . fish,  and  thej  possessed  the  whole  .  We.^tfie 

,  Jfenomonees)  lived  over  the  Bay,  (at^the  Mepomonee  Biyer,)  aad 

.we  sent  down  the  Lak^s,  inviting  the  other  tribes  to  come  up  f^^d 

help  us  drive  out  the  Sauks  and  the  Outagamies.    They  came  in 

.  panoes — the  Chippewas,  and  Pottawattamies,  and  Ottawasi,  and 

.  ;many  more.    You  see  how  wide  this  Bay  is ;  their  canoes  stretch- 

•.edhalf  way  across;  the  Bay  was  half  full  of  canoes,  and  e^ch 

,  canoe  ^as  full  of  fighting  men ;  they  sent  their  greatest  braves. 

rThey  landed  here  at  the  Bed  Biver,  after  coming  across  from  ]^e- 

nomonee^  and  for  two  miles  along  the  beach  their  canoea  were^30 

.  thick  that  no  more  could  be  crowded  in.    From  here  they  all  went, 

,,iathe  night,  to  the  Bed  Banks.  They  had  bows  and  arrows,  and  the 

:)^ad8  of  the  ari:ows  were  of  flint.    Silently  they  paddled  along 

^ntil  they  came  to  the  fort,  and  then  the  canoes  were  stationed 

all  along  in  front,  out  of  reach  of  arrows  from  the  shore.    A  part 

ojf  the  warriors  staid  in  the  cauoes,  and  a  part  went  on  shore  and 

formed  a  line  around  the  fort,  eo  that,  with  those  on  shore  and  thqee 

^^oa  the  w^ter,  it  was  completely  surroundedj  and  there  was  no  es. 

x^pe  for  the  people  inside.    So  cautiously  was  all  this  done,  that 

of  a^  within  that  fated  fort,  but  one  discovered  it.    A  young  wo- 

.  n^n,  whose  parents  lived  within  the.  walls,  had  that  day  b0pn 

given,  against  her  will,  to  be  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Sauks  living 

in  the  immediate  vicinity.    lu  the  night  she  rau'away  from  bis 

wigwam  and  went  home,  passing  on  her  way  the  lines  of  f^e 

besiegers.    Bushing  into  the  fort,  she  awakened  her  family,  with 

the  cry,  ^  We  are  all  dead  I'    The  iather. laughed  at  her  story, 

and  laid  down  to  sleep  again. 

'*  Just  before  daylight  the  battle  began,  and  it  lasted  many 
days.  The  besieged  fought  bravely,  standing  in  the  trenches 
within  the  walls,  and  the  blood  was  up  to  their  ankles.  They 
had  no  water,  for  the  supply  was  cut  oflT  by  the  party  on  the 
beach.  They  tried  in  every  way  to  obtain  it.  Vessels  attached 
to  cords  were  let  down  to  the  water  by  night,  but  the  cords  were 
cut  before  they  could  be  drawn  up.     '  Gome  down  and  drink  P 
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eried  ont  the  Menomonees ;  '  here  is  plenty  of  water,  if  yon  dare 
to  come  down  and  get  it.'  And  they  did  go  down  many  times. 
These  tannts,  and  their  great  necessity^  made  that  narrow  way 
the  scene  of  many  desperate  sallies,  but  all  to  no  parpose.  Tbe 
besiegers  were  too  strong. 

*^  The  heat  of  a  burning  sun,  and  the  dreadful  sufferiog  for  the 
want  of  water  became  intolerable.  Some  rain  fell  once,  but  it 
was  only  a  partial  relief  for  those  who  were  perishing  in  sight  of 
that  sparkling  water  which  was  almost  within  reach.  At  leDgtk 
one  of  the  youngest  chiefs,  after  fasting  strictly  for  ten  days,* 
thus  addressed  his  companions :  *  Listen  I — ^last  night  there  stood 
by  me  the  form  of  a  young  man  clothed  in  white,  who  said,  ^I 
was  alive  once — was  dead,  and  now  live  forever  ;  only  trast  in 
me,  now  and  always,  and  I  will  deliver  you.  Fear  not.  At  mid- 
night I  will  cast  a  deep  sleep  upon  your  enemies.  Then  go  forth 
boldly  aud  silently,  and  you  shall  escape.' 

^'  Tbus  encouraged,  and  knowing  this  to  be  a  direct  revelatioo, 
the  besieged  warriors  decided  to  leave  the  fort.  That  night  an 
unusual  silence  pervaded  the  entire  host  of  their  enemies,  who 
had  been  before  so  wakeful.  So  in  silent,  stealthy  lines,  the 
wearied  people  passed  out  and  fled.  Only  a  few,  who  disbeliered 
the  vision,  preferred  to  remain,  and  they  were  massacred  with 
fiercer  barbarity  than  ever,  when  next  morning  the  besiegios 
tribes  awoke  from  their  strange  slumbers  to  find  that  their  pre; 
was  g'^ne.'* 

*  Tlw  ladUa  «utoi&  whux  dMdrou  of  flaptnalonl  difoettoB.  0.  a  & 
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linEHDIX  Ho.  17. 


THE  PROGRESS,  CONDITION  AND  PROSPECTS 

OF  WISCONSIN. 

BY  HON.   TOM  O.   EDWABDB. 

If  oomiog  events  cast  their  shadow  before,  Wisconsin  must 
needs  become  the  ^'Empire  State."  The  youngest  now  of  the 
five  giant  offdprings  of  the  immortal  Ordinance  of  '87,  she  is  yet 
in  swaddling  cloths — whilst  Ohio,  the  oldest,  is  now  fairly  decking 
herself  in  the  "Toga  virilis."  Wisconsin,  altho'  the  yonngest  of 
the  "five,"  has  given  evidence,  by  her  vigorous  growth,  her  sinewy, 
nervous  frame,  and  her  feats  of  infantile  prowess,  of  what  may  be 
expected  of  her  ad  alt  age. 

As  her  growth  in  the  past  has  not  depended  upon  a  miracle,  so 
her  future  development  will  result  from  natural  causes.  Other 
States  have  grown  because  they  contained  natural  elements  of 
activity  and  wealth.  These  elements  exist  in  Wisconsin  to  a 
degree  not  found  in  any  other  State  west  or  east.  We  have  ar- 
rived at  this  conclusion  after  looking  over  the  whole  course  of 
past  increase  in  population  and  wealth  in  this  and  other  States, 
and  fearing  the  criticism  of  this  opinion  may  be  the  too  common 
expression  of  "  hambng,"  or  be  traced  to  that  boastfal  spirit  which 
abounds  in  vague  generalities  that  prove  nothing  and  satisfy  but 
few,  we  append  reasons  for  this  opinion,  and  challenge  the  severest 
scrutiny.  Geographical  position  is  a  most  important  element  of 
growth  and  prosperity,  Wisconsin  is  located  between  42^  and 
47^  50'  of  north  latitude.  This  is  the  northern  temperate  region, 
and  is  the  one  in  which  man  has  exhibited  most  energy  and  devel- 


opment.  Her  atmosphere  is  cool,  clear  and  dry,  and  conBeqaont- 
ly  invigorating.  Bilious  and  miasmatic  aflFections,  the  soourges 
of  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Iowa,  are  little  known.  Health  and 
longevity,  two  most  desirable  blessings,  are  consequently  attaina* 
ble  here.  From  a  table  of  the  U*-  United  States  census,  (an 
impartial  report,  of  course,)  we  obtain  the  following  facts  : 

This  table  gives  the  relative  health,  progress  and  deaths  of  the 
several  States,  and  illustrates  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  ratio 
to  the  pvmhor.of  livm|f  tei-4»  tUe  State  ef  Ifliiipo^  1  to  79 ;  Ver- 
mont, 1  to  luO ;  Cunnectiout.  I  to/64)  Illinois,  1  to  73  ;  Iowa,  1 
to  94  ;  Wisconsin,  1  to  105 ;— and  this  is  not  only  a  fair  compari- 
son among  the  above  named  States,  but  exhibits  the  least  number 
of  deaths,  proportionate  tg  the  pcpulation,  in  Wisconsin  of.  any 
State  in  the  Union.  t  i       .  ;     '      . 

CoMMEBCUL  Adtantagks  can  be  aacertaine<l  by,  simply  mtn' 
tioning  her  position-— on.  her  eastern  border  is  Lajte  MichigaUi  yn 
the  north,  Lal^e  Superior;  and  on  these  LaleS|  in  conjancti0n 
with  Lake  Erie,  already  floats  a  Qommerce,  by  .the  tabular  .state- 
ments of  the  census  returns,  greatly  excee4ing  our  entire  foreign 
trade — on  her  west  runs  the  Mississippi  Biver,  the  entire  lenglh.of 
the  State,  400  miles,  connpcting  her  with  St.  Louis,  New  jOi^eans 
and  foreign  nations.  These  facts  need  no  comment.  Statistics 
prove  that,  the  exports  of  Wisconsin  for  ^st'year  amounted  tc 
more  than  sixteen  millions  dollars.  Her  soil  is  fjx  elexnent  of 
wealth  not  sufficiently  known  to  be  fully  appceQiated.  '  Wiscon^ 
is  pre  eminently  an  agricultural  State)  and  is  ^capable  of  beooxniM 
as  wealthy  as  any  one  of  .the  western  .si^terhood.  By  '^e  U^ 
census  and  other  data,  it  ipay  be  safe  and  fair  to  calculi^e,  thii 
there  are  about  one  and  a  half  n^illiaas  aqres  gf  cultivated  land 
:n  the  Slate ;  which,  as  now  OQcupie^,  constitutes  abtouj:  SO.ODCi 
farms,  more  or  less  tilled.  Qliere  were  shipped  ftom  Milwaukee 
over  two  millions  bushels  of  wheat  ttio  paa^  season.  '  ' 

Besides  this  one  and  a.  h^lf  milliobs  acrds  of  in^proved  land, 
there  is,  witl\jin  the  area  of  thQ  St  Site,  atyovo  ^|(KK)|Q0O,  aortfof 
land,  of  which  at  least  20,QOO,000  is  suitablQ^o  be  convnrtodinto 
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prodaotive  and  pleasant  fiurms — enongh  land  to  make  two  millions 
additional  farms— waiting  for  occupants ;  and  may  be  purchased 
at  low  prices,  ranging  from  $1,25  to  $60  per  acre. 

In  regard  to  the  valne  of  improved  lands  in  the  new  States,  the 
same  report  shows  that  the  average  valne  is  —in  Illinois,  $7,99 ; 
in  Iowa,  $6,09 ;  in  Texas,  $1,09 ;  and  in  Wisconsin,  it  is  $9,58— 
a  very  fair  show  for  a  jonng  State. 

And  by  looking  carefally  throngh  the  tables,  we  And  that  the 
average  valne  of  products  per  acre,  exceeds  that  of  the  other 
States  named,  in  about  the  same  proportion  that  the  land  exceeds 
theirs  per  acre  in  value.  Draw  a  line  from  Manitowoc  to  Portage; 
thence  directly  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Oroix,  the  farming  lands  lying 
south  of  this  line,  and  comprising  nearly  one  half  the  State,  are 
not  equalled  in  all  respects  cm  farming  lands^  in  any  State  of  the 
Union ;  on  which  an  industrious  farmer  can  raise  from  80  to  50 
bushels  of  wheat,  or  from  60  to  80  bushels  of  com  to  the  acre. 
North  of  this,  a  belt  of  hard  timber  extends  east  and  west  150 
miles  on  the  latitude  of  Stevens  Point — ^from  50  to  100  miles  in 
width.  The  soil  of  this  region  is  fertile,  but  the  timber  is  its 
present  wealth.  Unlike  the  prairies,  building  material  for  fences 
is  convenient,  and  no  country  produces  better  or  more  wheat 
— the  staple  crop.  The  indigenous  and  cultivated  grasses  flour* 
ihs  admirably,  and  combined  with  numerous  streams,  afford 
the  best  facility  for  grazing.  This  peculiarity,  (abundance 
of  water,)  pervades  the  entire  State,  and  presents  inducements 
for  cattle  growing  not  found  in  the  other  prairie  countries,  where 
running  water  is  found  at  distances  too  great  for  cattle.  The  wa- 
ter power  on  the  St  Croix,  Black,  Ohippewa,  Bock,  Crawfish, 
Wisconsin  and  other  rivers,  surrounded  by  these  agricultural 
regions,  and  every  kind  of  raw  material,  and  abundant  lumber — 
without  any  competition  in  the  Mississippi  valley — this  water 
power  is  but  partially  used,  but  in  time  must  be  most  valuable. 
Eastern  men  can  appreciate  this  important  fact,  and  we  need  but 
designate  the  points  to  make  the  water  power  of  this  State  an 
important  element  of  wealth  and  greatness. 
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Here  is  told  in  plain,  umple  and  concise  langoage,  fiMito  tibat 
oonld  not  be  more  foroiblj  or  truthfiilly  delineated  in  a  oolnnm, 
and  are  the  observations  of  a  man  whose  opportanities  and  capir 
unties  for  judging,  are  equal  to  any  man's  in  the  Union. 

The  Legislature  of  our  State  has  fixed  the  rate  of  interest,  by 
contract  at  12  per  cent,  and  has  repealed  all  laws  ferfeiting  As 
prinoijxUy  if  interest  beyond  this  sum  be  agreed  on.  Onr  lawi 
now,  whilst  fixing  the  rate  at  12  per  cent,  require  a  tender  of  the 
principal,  before  a  suit  can  be  brought  to  recover  any  excess,  giving 
a  freedom  to  the  value  of  money,  unknown  in  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  We  doubt  not  this  will  bring  the  surplus  capital  d 
other  States  to  ours,  and  will  aid  in  developing  our  ralaable  re- 
sources. 

Health  and  longevity  have  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
benevolent  and  scientific.  The  selection  of  a  home  has  many  m- 
ponsibilitiee — none  more  imperative  than  climate.  The  denixen 
of  the  Korth  must  pay  the  penalty  of  acclimation  in  a  Sonthen 
latitude.  This  mo^t  frequently  nltimates  in  diseases  only  termin- 
able with  life.  The  Bouthorner  cannot  with  impunity  remove  to 
a  Northern  climate  without  similar  penalties.  A  climate  withoot 
either  extreme,  or  one  approximating  the  46th  deg.,  (being  equi- 
distant from  the  equator  and  pole,)  would  a  priori  be  a  common 
ground  of  compromise  and  safety.  The  latitude  of  Wisconsin  is 
between  42^  and  47^  50^,  and  thus  from  geographical  position, 
is  not  liable  to  objections  existing  either  north  or  south.  Individ- 
ual experience  confirms  this  fact — yet  with  it  we  have  incontro- 
vertible truths  to  sustain  tlio  position,  that  this  parallel  is  not  only 
the  most  healthful,  but  that  business,  general  prosperity,  and  sll 
the  elements  of  social  life  we  have  most  happily  combined.  One 
of  these  truths  is,  that  no  nation  ever  has  arrived  at  or  for  anj 
period  maintained  greatness  or  wealth,  unless  in  the  changes  of 
climate  in  that  nation,  winter  be  found  to  exist.  If  the  winter  be 
even  protracted  or  severe  (not  too  extreme  in  either  resfiect)  it  ifl 
bettor  than  no  vicissitude.  Tlic  ice-bound  coast  on  which  the 
May-flower  landed,  was  as  cvidentlj  tlio  direction  of  Providenee, 
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as  were  the  prinoiples  of  the  Pilgrims  traceable  to  the  Being 
<*  fipom  whom  oomes  eyerj  good  and  perfect  gift."  The  neoeait 
ties  of  our  forefathers  under  a  rigorons  climate,  made  them  not 
only  the  most  thrift^y,  bat  the  most  enterprising  and  saccessM  of 
their  age.  We  are  on  a  parallel  with  Boston,  with  more  than  20 
degrees  less  depression  in  temperatnre,  and  with  climatic  advan- 
tages bejond  conception.  We  have  no  easterly  or  north-eastern 
winds,  sweeping  over  thousands  of  miles  of  ocean,  robbed  of  heat 
and  balminess,  to  terrify  the  infirm  or  aged. 

We  have  winters  commencing  abont  the  10th  of  December — 
terminating  in  March — chi^*acterized  by  many  peculiarities,  yet 
noted  for  no  inconveniences  incompatible  with  health,  comfort 
and  business.  Snows  here  are  never  deep — strong,  persistent 
winds  are  unknown  in  winter — and  rain  does  not  fall  after  the 
middle  of  December,  until  the  early  rain  unlocks  the  frost  and 
gives  life  and  being  to  vegetation ;  the  rain  guage  shows  a  fall  of 
but  25  inches  during  the  year — the  usual  average  east  is  about  58 
ix^ghes.  Our  summers  are  cool  and  not  variable,  and  the  atmos- 
phere during  the  entire  year  is  remarkable  for  its  clearness,  dry- 
ness and  transparency.  « No  country  can  surpass  the  purity  and 
clearness  of  the  water  in  this.  It  is  convenient  and  accessible — 
springs  and  natural  lakes  are  the  predominant  characteristics. — 
These  things  are  not  miracles,  but  are  dependent  on  natural  laws, 
governing  countries  of  certain  geographical  ^and  topographical 
poaitien.  The  latitude  of  Philadelphia  is  about  40^  north,  yet 
from  position,  the  vicissitudes  of  climate  are  greater  than  with 
ns.  There  the  winter  is  somewhat  shorter  and  apparently  con- 
centrated— ^yet  its  changes  are  destructive  to  comfort  and  health. 
New  York  is  liable  to  similar  but  greater  objections.  With  every 
change  of  wind  there,  the  temperature  changes^all  from  the  con- 
tiguity and  antagonism  of  large  bodies  of  land  and  water,  can 
never  be  averted.  Our  position,  approximating  the  centre  of  the 
continent,  exempts  us  form  these  changes — and  this  blessing  is 
manifested  in  general  good  health  and  a  correspondiug  physical 
derelppment.    We  have  no  epidemics— no  endemics  ^  miasmatio 
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gflbotions  with  their  countless  ilh  «re  nnknown  here — and  the 
lostre  of  the  laogaid  eje  xa  restored,  and  paleaen  of  tbm  fkded 
eheek  disappeard  whea  brooght  into  oar  midat 
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ih  Um  from  top,  <*  bottor  "  thould  bo  isUtr. 
82,  note,  Bl40K  Bied  ohouid  bo  Bl\ok  Partkidob. 

104,  lait  pftTftgTAph,  **  Ibor  or  fire  of  tho  GrigaoDO,**  taitMid  of  ^m  tte  Grltnc 

Mi^  iiviQt«ciitk  Uoi*  liom  tom  **  Uom  la  utore  "  la«k«od  of  '  baTO  lo  otero.** 

121,  Jmam  MaUB  Qobb  do  LamoaeUe,  ahoald  bo  J<4a  Marxb  Qdbbib  dlt  LamoDOhib 

ISi^  tight  lino  from  top,  inttekd  of  St  Jowpba  on  Lake  VteblgBa,  it  was  8t.  Joospha.  %  bifiM; 
mad  in  tbe  Straita  <if  St.  Mar/'a,  b«tv«oa  L^kea  SmperUw  and  Hnroo,  and  abo«t  fbr^  ■■■ 
■ortb-«aat  of  Mackinav  ;  and  not  oalj  intoiUgeneo   waa  aooght,  bat  all  tka  help  alao  Ail 
eoald  posaiblj  be  obtained.  * 

UOb  OflMnth  iioe  from  tha  top,  aabatitoto  tho  vord  jirovf n'ona  for  •*  ponniiaioii.'* 

144,  Oraho  Sisoas  ahoald  bo  Gramo  Siudkb  ;  and  pago  190,  SsaTirxun  ahoald  aho  ba  I 

151,  SoTXR  ahoald  bo  Lotxb. 

lift,  and  olaevboro,  WAH-val-racK-AB  ahoald  ba  WAB-VAM«raoK-i 

101,  aoto  giving  Got.  Ret50ld8*  charge  that  aqoava  had  boon  fordblj  takon  mm  hamd  tha  %«• 
hed-boata,  in  1827,  for  eorrnpt  porpoiaa,  Jadgo  Lookvooo  pronoanoao  eatiralj  vithod 
foandatlon.  After  tho  forao  of  Jadgo  Looewood^s  jMwmnnkatioa  had  baott  wofkad  at 
and  aont  him  at  Prairie  da  Chloo,  ho  exhibited  Got.  RimoLp's  ■tatementta  Q«n  DoouuM, 
and  aeToral  old  French  eetUera  wbo  were  in  tho  ooantrf  in  lS27,and  who  wei«  wall  aa> 
qnaloted  with  tho  Vronoh  Tojageara  vfao  ahippod  from  ^nirio  da  Chlonrlbr  thia  trifs^  mi 
Mknj  all  onito  with  Judge  Lockwood  in  declaring,  that  thoj  noror  before  board  aach  aa  It- 
timation,  and  that  It  ia  bejond  all  qaeation  entirel/  nntrao  and  ai^aat ;  ttiat  Got,  Barjniui 
vast  hare  been  impoood  upon  bj  aono  one  vha  oitbar  igaoraDt^  or  malidooaly  mleiipM 
gooted  to  him  tho  oauao  of  the  attack.  Tbe  oonnectiona,  aaiodationa  and  njmjiathJM  af 
the  French  Toyagears  were  laTariablj  with  the  Indlani,  and  thej  naror  wovXd  bava  bMi 
gniltj  of  poHidpattog  in  any  aaoh  atrodty* 

16S,  thirteenth  1  >  no  from  top,  '*  aoldier  "  ahoald  bo  jailor. 

176^  GiAPos  ahoald  be  GiaBaon,  and  tenth  lino  of  aame  paga  Aonld  laad,  **  tliat  I  bM  said  tiMft  I 
would  make  him,"  ke. 

WB,  fifth  line  from  top^  grau  ioatead  of  **  grapa/; 

SBO^  third  line  from  bottom.  "  looae"   ahoald  bo  /aic 

38T,  BoBtarDioKaov  ghoaM  bo  Jotfm  DiflCJMir.  '  '  -  f^oi  •. 
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1834-'d5,  returns  to  Kentucky,  obtains  a  divorce 296-299 

1835,  efforts  for  a  territorial  government 299-301 

appointed  District  Attorney,  resigns 300,  301 

solicited  to  run  for  delegate  to  Congress 301 

chosen  a  member  of  the  Mich.  Terr.  Council 301 

Council  meets  at  Green  Bay.- - « 801,  302 

Mich.  Terr,  government  continued ...  301,  802,  306,  30^ 

18S6|  Gen.  Cass'  sdminibtration  of  Indian  Affairs 302,  303 

ftuggesUd  for  Territorial  Secretary  or  Judge. ..  304^  '80^ 
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Chase,  Hezekiah  8.,  donor - 18 

Cbase,  Horace,  delegate  to  Nil wauVce  Union 471 

Childs,  George  W.,  prom -868  books  and  engravings 15 

Childs,  Col.  Ebenczer,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 13,  48 

cited 105,  107 

Chippewa  Indians _ 131-139 

144.  145,  149.  153,  156,  219.  241,   247,  252,  255 

aid  Menomonecs  against  the  Sauks  and  Foxes 491-494 

Chippewa  River  and  tributaries,  early  lumbering  on 132,   134-141 

Chouteau,  Col.  Auguste,  holds  lodinn  treaty  in  1815 222,  223 

do  1816 9S 

Clark,  Gen.  George  Rogers,  1 779,  captures  Vincennes 107 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 12,  47,50 

his  Life  in  preparation - *. 47 

Clark,  Gov.  William.  1814,  at  Prairie  du  Chien 219 

1815,  holds  Indian  treaty 222,  22S 

1816,  do 92 

182  >,  holds  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien 163 

183u-*34,  Superitendent  of  Indian  Aflfairs 243 

246,  25^1,  252.  256,  270,  28S,   2>9,   291,  f91 

Clnrk,  Captain,  in  lilack  Hawk  War 337,  333,  357,   358,  404,  408 

Clark,  Julius  T.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855 2t 

do  do  do         185t> 3 

Donor 34 

Clark,  Darwin,  promises  portrait Ij 

Donor 33 

Clark,  lion.  J.  V.  H.,  donor J9 

Clarke,  A.  F,  donor 34 

Clay,  Henry,  personal  memorial  of ]4 

Clement,  Hon.  diaries,  donor 9      33 

Clement,  Jesse,  donor, ■ 29 

Clergy,  early  of  Prairie  du  Cbien 1 45    147 

Kenosha 4^3 

■Clinton,  De  Witi,  personal  memorial  of ^     14 

original  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery j^      H 

commends  Historical  Societies 21 
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ClmtoD,  Hon,  George  W^  donor W 

Co«,  Rev,  Mr,  early  preacher  at  Prairie  dn  Cbien 146 

Cog^eshall,  Wm.  T..  donor 88 

Cole,  Srtmuel,  chief  clerk  Pension  Office,  donor 9,  80 

Collins,  Gen.   Lewis  donor. - 51 

Collins,  Col.  James,  in  Black  Hawk  war 358,  409 

Congressional  publications  in  the  library _       6 

received  from  Slate  Department — 30 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  condition  of 20 

donation  from 28 

Conover.  Prof.  O.  M.,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  1865-'68 3,     28 

Ti  easurer's  Report —     25 

Cooke,  D.  B,  &  Co.,  donors 9,     82 

Cooly,  Waller,  Racine  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Coombs,  John  and  Edward,  Richland\;ounty  pioneers 489 

Co».hren,  Hon.  William,  donor _ 28 

Coulume  de  Paris,  or  law  of  France,  in  North-West 105,  121 

Cover  J.  C,  promises  newspaper  61e8 7 

Cox.  Maj.  James  P.,  in  Black  Hawk  war 353 

Craig,  Neville  B.,  donor _ _ 30 

Craig,  Capt.,  of  Galena,  in  Black  Hawk  war 406 

Crawford,  Rev.  Gilbert,  early  preacher  at  Kenosha 408 

Crawford  county  organized 115 

civil  officers 115,  11»»,  239 

Crooks,  Gen.  Ramsay,  agent  of  Fur  Company, 101,  107 

Cropsey,  Jasper  F.,  donor  of  painting 14,  49,     51 

Crossit,  David,  Kenosha  pioneer, 460,  468 

Cubbage,  Colonel,  ransoms  Col.  Gratiot 336 

Curtis,  Daniel  S.,  donor _, 33 

Custis,  Geo.  W.  Parke  promises  pergonal  memorial  of  Washington.  14 
Cutler,  Major,  at  Sault  Sl  Marys, 117 


Darling.  Hon.  Mason  C.  promises  portrait 18 

Darlington.  Dr.  William,  donor 80 

Davenport,  Colonel,  commanding  Fort  Snelling 2w0,  412 
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Davidson,  William,  Grant  county  pioamr^^dagiicmofcTpe  of 11 

Davidson,  Rev.  Dr.  R.,  promises  his  works 14 

Davidson,  David,  donor..- - 29 

Davis,  Rev.  Solomon,  missionary  to  Wisoonsin  Oneidas 446,  447 

Davis,  Chauncy,  early  Kenosha  county  setUer 474 

Day-kau-ray,  Winnebago  chief 167,  177,  178,  2M,  S31 

Daykauray,  Rascal 1*1^ 

Day-kau-ray,  One-Eyed,  of  La  Crosse 173,   178,  263,  261 

Day-kau-ray,  Wakon  or  Washington - 260,202 

Dean,  John,  donor 21 

Dean,  Prof.  Amos,  donor -- 29 

DeBow,  J.  D.  B.,  donor, 31 

Deeth,  S.  G.,  donor, .-.   9,  2S,   36 

Deeth,  George  Ogden,  donor 9,  30^   35 

De  Mass,  Dr.  Wells,  donor _. 31 

Delaplaine,  George  P.,  donor  of  portrait  of  Hon.  I.  P.  Walker..  13,    48 

promises  his  portrait 13 

Dement,  Maj.  John,  in  Black  Hawk  War 352,  353,  39! 

Deming,  R.  H.,  Kenosha  pioneer 470 

Denny  John,  alias  John  Sundown,  an  Oneida. 447 

De  Peyster,  Gen.  J.  WatU,  donor t9 

Derbyshire,  Christopher,  Kenosha  county  pioneer AM,  469 

Detroit,  in  1815 101 

Detroit  Gasette,  early  file  cited 89,  05,   149,  422,  423 

Devee,  in  Black  Hawk  War 849,  363,  369,  387 

Dewey,  Ex- Gov.  Nelson,  promises  portrait 11,    40 

Dickson,  Capt.  Joseph,  in  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights 3S? 

357,  404,  409,  409 
do  do        Bad  Ax 863,896^413 

daguerreotype  of... . II 

Dickson,  Capt.  Fred  ,  kills  an  Indian 408 

Dickson,  Col.  Robert,  British  officer 82,  191 

Disturnell,  John,  donor _ 29^    3S 

Dixon,  John 336 

Dodge,  Gen.  Henry,  donor f^  33^    31 

promises  portrait ,.. .-•..    13,    40 
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Dotfge,  Gen.  Heniy,  1808,  Bberiff  of  Gape  Girardeau  Go.,  IfiMonri,  19t 
1814,  Expedition  up  the  Missouri 220 

1827,  in  Winnebago  War 167,  331 

1828,  mining 334,  885 

1832,  Indian  War  commences -  88^  ' 

Sends  express  to  Dixon -  88^ 

Expedition  to  Dixon 837,  308  * 

Forts  erected .., 838   • 

Holds  conference  at  Four  Lakes , 338^ 

Siezes  Indians  at  Blue  Mounds 888,  339 

Addresses  his  men  at  Kirker's 341  • 

Attack  at  Spafford's  farm 348,  360,  a«6,  867 -« 

Apple  killed  at  Fort  Hamilton 346,  846,  368 

Pekatonica  battle 268,  847-861,  368-392,  307 

returns  to  Dodgeville - 361 

present  of  a  gun ^ --  268 

preparations  for  expedition -  862 

battle  of  Wisconsin  HeighU 366-362,  303-396,  402-412 

battle  of  Bad  Ax 262,  363,  396,  412-414 

1836,  governor 302-304,  308-310 

1841,  superceded  by  Judge  Doty - 315 

1845,  reappointed 310 

1846,  Indian  alarm 318-320 

D6dge,  Hod.  Augustus  C,  donor 32 

Dodge,  Heory  L.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 337,  390 

Dodge,  Capt.  George  L.,  promises  his  collection  of  coin 12  i 

Doolittle,  S.,  early  Kenosha  settler.. 467  I 

Doty,  Hon.  James  Duane,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society «...       8  t 

donor 9,  33,  96' 

promises  newspaper  filet • 8  . 

1823-'82,  served  as  Judge 91,  161,  162  r 

1823-'24,  first  post-master  at  Prairie  du  Chien lol,  162 

1827,  incidental  Green  Bay 86 

1833,  political  suggestions 289 

1834,  interests  himself  for  T.  P.  Burnett 205 

1836,  member  of  Michigan  Territorial  Legislature 209,  301  i 
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Bager,  Hon.  Samuel  W.,  donor - S^{ 

Eastman,  Hon.  Bea.  B.y  donor _ - 0,     88' 

commissioner  to  publish  laws  and  reports 818 

Earthquakes  of    18ll-'12 202-204 

Edvrards  Hon.  Tom  O.,  member  of  Ezecative  Committee,  1856 8 

Progrress,  Condiiion  and  Prospects  of  Wisconsin 49S 

Edwards,  Clement  R.y  donor  of  portraits 12,     47 

sketch  of - 60 

Edwards,  Go  «r.  Ninian,  holds  treaty,  1815 222,  223 

do  do  1816 92 

Ellis,  Gen.  Albert  G.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society 8 

early  file  of  Green  liay  Intelligencer 7 

donor 84 

promises  a  file  of  the  "Pinery" 8 

do         portrait.- 18 

Advent  of  N.Y.Indians  to  Wisconsin 415 

sketch  of 424 

Elwyn,  Dr.  A.  L.,  donor 80 

English  Prairie,  origin  of  name.. 219 

Essex  Institute,  donor 27,     85 

Eatea,  Capt  James  B.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 258,  840,  841,  859 

1 84 1-*4.',  pioneer  of  hichland  county 489 

1846,  Indian  disturbance  at  Museoda 318-^20 

Etheridge,  William  C,  Kenosha  pioneer 461,  474,  475 

Etting,  Frank  M.,  donor - -.•• 10,  11 

Eferett,  Hon.  Edward,  donor 27 

commends  Historical  Societies —     21 

Ewing,  Col.  Wm.  L.  D.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 857,  858,  408,  409 

Farribault,  Francis,  early  trader 122,  125 

Farwell,  Ex-  Got.  Leonard  J.,  in  ExecutiTe  Committee  1855 22 

do  do  1856 S 

Life  member -. 25 

donor 84,     55 

promises  portrait - 13,    40 


520 

Ferris,  Benjamin,  donor dO 

Field,  Col.  Abner,  in  Winnebago  War Idd,  330 

Finch,  Asahel,  Jr.,  promises  portrait 13 

life  member - 25 

•Ilttcb,  B.  W.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Undtey,  John  L.,  services  and  death 116,  122,  127,  149 

Yiah,  Hon.  Hamilton,  donor 29 

Fisher,  Judge,  early  settler  at  Prairie  du  Chien -22$ 

Fitch,  lieut.  Matthew  Q.,  Mineral  Point  pioneer 4^ 

in  Black  Hawk  war...  341,  843,  349,  351,  361,  369,  387,  391 

published  a  sketch  of  Pekatonica  battle 379,  380 

Flagg,  Edmund,  promises  his  works -. .. 14 

Floyd,  Aquilla,  in  Black  Hawk  war 352,  397 

FoUett,  Hon.  Frederick,  donor 29 

Foote,  John  P.,  donor 3t 

Force,  Lieutenant,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war 351 

Ford's  History  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  strictures  on.393-401,  402-414 

Forsyth,  Maj.  Thomas,  notice  of  the  Prophet 42 

Forsyth,  Robert  A.,  in  Indian  department 43d 

Foster,  H.  C,  donor 35 

Foster,  Alfred,  Kenosha  county  pioneer.. 451,  457,  468,  474 

Four  Lake  Company ". 305 

Fowle,  John,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Fowler,  Albert  do  479 

F  owler,  8ereno,  Kenosha  pioneer 466 

Fowler,  Maj.,  arrives  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  1818. 229 

Fowler,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War 341,  362 

Fox,  Jared,  Kenosha  pioneer.  •••.••••... •••... •  • .  •   474 

Fox  or  Outagamie  Indians,  driven  from  Red  Banks 491-494 

131,  132,  153,  170-172,  219,228,247-261,263,255-202,  336-414 
Frank,  Hon.  Michael,  Kenosha  pioneer.. 450 

cited,  and  sketch  of 467,  471 

Fry,  Col.  Jacob,  in  Black  Hawk  war 357,  409 

Fur  CO mpanie3  and  fur  trade 101,  102,  107-100,  130.   131 

Qagnier ,  killed  at  Prairie  du  Chien 160-1 62,   1 67 
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■ 

Gallatin,  Hon.  Albert,  coiDmends  Historical  Societies 21 

Garland,  Maj.  John,  mentioned 270-278 

Gates,  John  P.,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer 116,  122,  160 

Gatliff,  Nelson,  Kenosha  county  pioneer 474 

^Ghiyarre,  Hon.  Charles,  donor 81 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  promises  publications 10 

its  condition 20 

Genealogical  works  in  library 7 

Gentry,  Capt.  James  H.,  1 829,  at  Mineral  Point 334 

in  Black  Hawk  War 337 

338,   342,  346-249,  351,  307,  376,  390,  396,  402,  404 

Gilbert,  Darid,  in  Black  Hawk  War 543,  365 

Gilman,  Dr.  Chandler  R.,  donor 29 

Girard,  Basil,  laod  grant  in  Iowa 118 

Goodall,  Hon.  I.  E.,  donor / 34 

Graham,  Capt.  Duncan,  early  trader  and  British  officer..   130,  161,  166 

Grand  Chute,  mentioned —   108 

Grand  Sierure,  a  Yankton  Chief 144,  190  602 

Gratiot,  Col.  Henry,  Indian  Agent 336,  338,  339,  350 

Gratiot,  Capt.  Beon,  in  Black  Hawk  War 338,  339 

Gray,  Lieut.  Drakeford,  in  Sink  Hole  battle 213-218 

Gray,  Dr.  Joseph,  donor.  ••...•. • ...•••     33 

Green  Bay,  legend  of  the  Red  Banks,  near. 491 

1763,  abandoned  by  the  English 177 

1783-1836,  incidents 82-96 

1816,  garrison  established • 83,  103 

early  steamers 94,  95,  423,  424 

early  printing 424,  461,  462 

Green  Bay  Intelligencer,  file  in  library 7 

Green,  Emerson,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War 361 

Griffin,  G.  W.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Griggs,  S.  C,  &  Co.,  donors 32 

Grignon,  Augustin,  1816,  pilot  for  Col.  Miller 83,  103 

trader  at  Little  Kakalin 104,  108 

Grignon,  Charles  A.,  mill  privilege  to 443 

Grizzly  Bear,  Menomonee  orator. • ....••  484 

66 
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Guild,  R.  A.,  donor 2$ 

Haiglit.  John  P.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 4^* 

Hale,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War 3*1»  351 

Hale,  Hon  Samuel,  early  Kenosha  settler ..•••• ••••  ^^Y 

Hal],  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin, donor •••••• ••••     U 

Hall,  Reasin,  in  Black  Hawk  war 541 

Halls,  Misses,  capture  and  release —   338,  S39 

HamUton,  Col.  \Vm.  S..  1827,  in  Winnebago  war 329,  530 

1832,*  in  Black  Hawk  war «56 

SJ7,  350,  353,  354,  388,   S89,  404, 

1836,  visits  Washington 304 

Hamilton,  Lieut.  Col.,  at  Prairie  du  Chien lU 

Hanson's  Zo«/ /^riwre  cited  ..: 423,  4i4 

Harney,  Gen.  Wm.  S.,  on  frontiers  in  1813 211 

Harpole,  Robert,  exploit  and  death  of 221 

Harrison,  Prest  W.  H  ,  governor  of  Indiana  Territory. . 105,  107 

1804,  holds  Iniiian  treaty 01 

commends  Historical  Societies tl 

personal  memorial  of,  promised . 14 

Hart,  William,  artist  intimates  presenting  a  painting —  . .    14 

Harvard  College,  d( 'nor 27,    35 

Hathaway,  Hon.  Joshua,  donor 34 

promises  valuable  newspaper  files t 

promise-8  portrait . IS 

Hawkins,  E.  G.,  donor  of  photographs 10 

Hawley,  killed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war 341,  351 

Hazard,  Samuel,  donor _ 10 

Head,  Wm.  J.,  paints  portrait  of  Hon  I.  P.  Walker 13,  48,    51 

Hendrick,  Solomon  U„  Stockbridge  chief 416,  426,  433 

Hempstead,  Cnpt,  on  Taylor's  expedition  in  1814 221 

Hempstead,  Wm  ,  of  Galena,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1820 334 

Hennie,  Bishop  John  H.,  bust  by  Brookes 14 

portrait  promised -. 13 

Henning,  Dr.  B.  S.,  donation 25 

Henry,  Gen.  James  D.,  in  Black  Hawk  war 854-^50,  362,  895-413 


irjf  Capt.  William,  early  settler  at  Mioe/al  Point 488 

kman,  CHpt,  commanding  Fort  Crawford,  1818 229 

kcox,  Gen.  Geo.  W.,  portrait  promised 13 

kcoz,  John  H,  donor 9,  29,     35 

:h ton,  in  Black  Hawk  war - 843 

[ginbotham,  Alex*  in  Black  Hawk  war 349 

3d2,  369,  380,  382,  383,  386.  337 

Ireth,  Richard,  commends  the  Society 21 

ireth.  Dr.  S.  P.,  donor ^ 32 

I,  Dr.  Allen,  in  Pekatonica  battle 349,  370,  373 

man,  Hon.  Royal  R.,  donor - 29 

torical  Societies,  condition  of  in  U.  S 18-21 

torical  works,  number  in  the  library • 8 

urd,  Capt.  Robert  C,  at  Mineral  Point  in  18^9 334,  488 

in  Black  Hawk  war 337 

311,  343,  365,  366^  378,  380,  381,  390,  391 

in  Bad  Ax  battle 363 

e'in-the-Day,  a  Chippewa  chief 156 

t,  Dr.  H.  D.,  donor 9,     33 

li  David,  doDor 83 

id,  John,  early  settler  at  Mineral  Point 488 

in  Black  Hawk  War 347,  849,  370 

mortally  wounded  at  Bad  Ax  battle 413 

)kins,  B.  F.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1858 3 

Life  member  of  the  Society 25 

ner,  Hon.  John  8 ,  promises  portrait .     18 

1835,  acting  governor  of  Michigan  Territory 302,  308,  307 

1836,  secretary  of  Wisconsin  Territory 304,  308 

igh.  Dr.  F.  B.,  donor 9,  29,     35 

fard,  Gov.  Benjamin f05 

appointed  general,  visits  forts ^ — ...  208,  209 

1813-M4,  expedition  and  death 212,  222 

risoh,  Robert  R.,  donor 31 

>bard,  early  Racine  settler 466 

i4>ell,  Hon.  Levi,  donor  of  a  carious  idol -. 11 

Ison,  Profi  F.,danor W 
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Hudson,  St.  Croix  county 484 

Hull,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Kenoslim 468 

Hunt,  Dr.  John  W.,  member  of  Exeeutive  Committee,  1856. ft 

Recording  Secretary,  1866 - 8 

audits  Treasurer's  report t6 

donor 85,    36 

eulogy  on  Hon.  G.  R.  McLane 5^3 

Hunt,  Ex-GU)v.  Washington,  of  N.  Y.,  donor © 

Hyer,  Hon.  George,  Territorial  printer SIS 

promises  valuable  newspaper  files 7 


Idol  found  in  Wisconsin,  in  Cabinet II 

niinois,  Sangamon  county,  early  customs 3t7,  SiS 

Ilsley,  Edward,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1866 3 

Indians,  Hall  &>  McKinney's  illustrated  work  on T 

Indian  Affairs,  annual  reports,  from  Indian  Bureau ^ 

mode  of  defence W 

customs  of  Sioux _ _ 1 79-lM 

wretchedness  in  consequence  of  war  of  1812 194 

Indians  in  Kenosha  county  in  18S6 4€f 

Indian  trade,  traders  and  voyageurs  107,  10^112,  114,  122,  130, 134,  141 

I 

Iowa  county,  Wis.,  organized _ -239 

Iowa,  Girard's  land  grant  in 118 

Iowa  Indians _ 155 

Iowa  Historical  Society ^. 86 

Irving,  Hon.  Washington,  commends  Historical  Societies il 

Irwin,  Judge,  attempt  to  supplant  him  in  1885 ?00 


Jackson,  Hon.  M.  M.,  eulogy  on  T.  P.  Burnett 3:5 

James,  Dr.  Edwin,  at  Prairie  du  Chien ^_.    1Q8,  ld9 

Janney,  S.  M.,  donor 31 

Jarvis,  Wm.  B.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1856 I 

Jarvis,  Dr.  Edward,  donor _    9    28,    55 

Jenkins,  Maj.  Thomas,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  345,  349,  367,  866,  370,  ?7l 
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Jennisoi^  &  H.«  donor 28 

i.  Jerome  Orrin.  Kenoslia  pioneer 467,  4^,  474 

.  Jewett,  John  P,,  donor 9,  27 

^   Johnson,  Daniel  Noble,  donor 9,  83 

'  Johnson,  C.  A.,  case  of  daguerreotypes  from 11 

\  Johnson,  (}en.  B.  P.,  donor -- 29 

I  Johnson,  John  W.,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer..  116,  116,  122,  130,  149 

Jones,  Hon.  Geo.  W.,  delegate  to  Congress...  301,  302,  804,  805,  813 

.    Jones,  Colonel,  in  Black  Hawk  War 368,  409 

.  Jones,  Captain               do  404 

Jones,  Wm.  A.,  donor - - .-  29 

Juneau,  Hon.  Solomon,  pioneer  settler  at  Milwaukee 104,  456 

cited - 107 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 13,  48 


Kakalin,  Little,  alluded  to 104,  107,  108 

N.  Y.  Indians  settle  there  awhile 430 

Kay-ray-mau^^nee,  a  Winnebago  chief 269 

i    Kellogg,  Austin,  Kenosha  pioneer 457,  46 1 ,  475 

Kellogg's  Grove,  affair  at,  in  1832 145 

;    Kenosha  county,  sketch  by  Kev.  Jason  Lothrop 450^79 

Indians  and  game 462 

burning  of  prairies 468 

4th  of  July  celebration,  1886 464 

harbor  and  piers 464 

temperance 466 

education  and  religion 467 

early  settlers 468-472 

Claimants'  Unions 472-479 

-    Kent,  Rev.  A,  donor 36 

/  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  condition  of £0 

\  Kettle,  a  Fox  chief,  killed  in  1830 170,  171,  228 

'    Kiekapoo  Indians 131 

Kilbourn,  Hon.  Byron,  1 839,  candidate  for  Congress 915 

w'  bust  and  portrait  in  Picture  Grallery 16,  14,  48 
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Eimball.  O.  H^  KeDOsha  pioDeer U7,  459,  4G0,  468,451 

Kinxie,  John  H.,  1825,  ui  Prairie  du  Cliien 118 

afterwards  at  Mackinaw  and  Detroit 161 

Kinzie,  Mrs.  John  XL,  her  •  Wau  Bun'  cited..  42,  107,  126,  150,  li8 
Kirkpalrick,  Kichard  H.,  at  Mineral  Point  id  1829 334 

in  Black  Hawk  war S37 

d4d-'H6,  ;i49,  353,  368,  370,  374,  376,  381,  383,  380,  390,  991 

Eittredge,  Dr.  E  A.,  and  Lake  Side  Water  Cure 483 

Koshkonong  Lake _ 404,405 

Knapp,  earlj  trHpper  of  Richland  county 489 

Knapp,  Capt  Gilbert,  Racine  pioneer 458 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union .• 479 

Knapp,  J.  C^  Secretary  of  Milwaukee  Union 471 


Ia  Crosse,  origin  of  name. 

alluded  to 484 

Ladd,  Hon.  A.  P.,  daguerreotype  of U 

alluded  to 55 

Lafromboise,  early  trader  at  Milwaukee. 1C4 

Lamson,  Rer.  Dr.  A.,  donor 28 

Langham,  Major,  mentioned 158 

Lanman,  Charles,  donor 80 

Lapham,  Increase  A.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society 8 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery... 13^    48 

donor _ 53^    35 

La  Pointe,  early  settlement  of 98 

Lariviere,  Pierre,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer IIJ 

Larrabee,  Maj.  Charles,  at  Green  Bay  in  ]821 ^ 

Larrabee,  Hon.  Charles  H.,  alluded  to 81 

promises  portrait __    IJ 

L'Ark,  a  Sioux  Chief . «^ 

Lawe,  Judge  John,  early  Green  Bay  settler 104,  jW 

Lawhead,  Benjamin,  in  Black  Hawk  War  343,  344,  349,  374,  386^  S91 

Lawrence,  Iloel  K.,  Life  member  of  the  Society ^ ^^^^    J5 

Lawrence,  Hon.  W.  B.,  donor .,* . f% 
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Lawrence,  Dr.  Wm.  R.,  donor 28 

LawsoD,  Gen.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Surgeon  General,  donor 80 

Lay,  Nelson,  earlj  Kenosha  settler 468 

Lea,  Isaac,  donor 30 

Leach,  Levin,  in  Black  Hawk  War 343,  349,  370,  373,  391 

Lead  Mines,  setllemnt  of _ 91,  328,  329,  331,  485,  486 

Lead  Mines  and  lead  trade 224-2J9 

Leavenworth,  Col.  Henry,  mentioned 115 

Leavenworth,  Hon.  E  W,  donor 28 

Lee,  \Jr..  investigates  land  claims  at  Prairie  da  Chien 116 

Legend  of  Red  Bank,  Green  Bay 491-494 

La  Grand  Sierure,  a  Yankton  Chief 144,   100,  502 

Lenox.  James,  of  N.  Y.,  donor 29 

Libraries,  destruction  of -- *     18 

of  Historical  Societies,  condition  of 18-21 

Lipcflp.  killed  at  Prairie  du  Chien 100,   161,  167 

Lippincott,  J.  B..  <&  Co  ,  Philadelphia,  donors.. 9,     30 

Little  Crow,  a  Sioux  chief 195 

little  Thunder,  a  Winnebago 261,  407 

Lockwood,  Hon.  J.  H  ,  promises  portrait _ _ 13 

donor - 33 

Early  Times  und  Events  in  Wisconsin 98-196 

birth  and  education _ 98-100 

I814-'16,  in  thearmy 100.  101 

1815,  goes  to  Mackinaw 101,  102 

1816,  arrives  at  Green  Bay 103 

engages  in  Indian  trade 106 

1819,  settles  at  Prairie  du  Chien 112,  116,   119 

declines  a  Judgeship -_•.- 115 

appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 116 

1822-'30.  jiided  in  erecting  mills 132,  288 

1823,  declines  clerkship  of  Court,  and  studies  law 151,  152 

1824,  appointed  post  master 152 

1826,  erects  first  framed  house  ia  Prairie  da  Chien 156 

1827,  Winnebago  outbreak 157-168,  329-331 

1827-29,  absent  from  Wisconsin 173 
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Lockwood,  Hon.  John  H^  1830,  appointed  assoelmte  judge 173 

1 836,  member  of  first  Territorial  Legislature ^ - 

Loomis,  Capt.  at  Prairie  du  Chien t56,  iU 

Loring,  J.  S.,  donor 18,    S5 

Lossing.  Benson  J.,  promises  his  works . 14 

Lothrop,  Rev.  Jason,  History  of  Kenosha  county IS0~1 79 

early  Kenosha  settler 451,  465,  457,468 

executes  early  printing 461,162 

delivers  address,  July  4th,  1836 464 

temperance  efforts 465,  466 

educational  and  religious  services 467,  468 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 474,  479 

Lowery,  mortally  wounded  in  Bad  Ax  battle 413 

Lowry,  Rev.  David,  early  preacher  at  Prairie  du  Chien 147 

Loughborough,  Dr. ,  at  Mineral  Point  in  1 820 S57 

Loyer,  John  B.,  early  mail  carrier  and  messenger. 15 1»   165^  (02 

Luce,  William,  early  Racine  settler 456 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 41! 

Ludewig,  Herman  E.,  donor ^^ 5S 

Lumbering,  early,  in  Wisconsin 118,  132-141,  149,282 


Mackinaw,  British  capture  of,  in  1812 123,  502 

Macy,  Hon.  John  B.,  donor 9^    35 

McCall,  James,  treats  with  Indians 482 

McClelland,  Hon.  Robert,  donor 30 

McConnelL^Maj.  Murray,  in  Black  Hawk  War 407 

McConnell,  in  Black  Hawk  War 391 

McDonald,  John  C,  donor 3J 

McDowell,  Colonel,  British  commandant  at  Mackinaw l94 

McGoon,  Richard  H.,  promises  portrait , U 

McGraw,  Dominick,  in  Black  Hawk  War 843,   349,   370,391 

McHugh,  Rev.  Mr.,  funeral  discourse  on  T.  P.  Burnett 328 

McHugh,^Hon.  Thomas,  donor S3 

Mcllwaine,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War 844,  866,  375,  387 

McKay ,;Col.,  British,  takes  Prairie  du  Chien 124,  190»  219,  2S« 


529 

MoKinney,  Col.  Thomas  L.,  at  treaty  of  Battle  des  Moats 480 

MeEinne7,m  filack  HawkWar 362 

McLane»  Hon.  George  R,  donor 33 

death  of 17 

eulogy  on,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Hunt 58-63 

McHutrie,  J.,  artist,  promises  a  painting IS 

McNair,  Capt.  Thomas,  Prairie  du  Chien  pioneer 112 

116,  122,  127,  160,  167,  164,  166 

McNair,  Col.  Alex.,  trader  at  Prairie  du  Chien 117,  122,  127,  229 

HcNair,  Col.  John,  of  Mineral  Point,  services 367,  360,  862,  488 

McNair,  Lieut.  John,  defeated  and  killed  in  Illinois 209-21 1 

Madison,  Wisconsm,  1832,  an  Indian  killed  at 366,  396,  408 

1836,  Four  Lake  company,  village  laid  out ^..  806,  806 

locality  and  natural  beauty 481,  482 

literary  institutions,  and  Water  Cure 483 

buildings,  building  materials,  and  crystal  lakes 483 

Mail  facilities,  early 94,  101,  162,  168 

Maine  Historical  Society,  publications  received 9,     27 

condition  of 19,     20 

Marriage  customs,  early,  in  Wisconsin..  121,  122,  127,  176,  226,  227 

Marsh,  John,  sub-Indian  Agent 164 

167,  160,  169,  170,  266,  267,  268,  388 
Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery  12,  13,  47,  48,    68 

Martin,  Hon.  Morgan  L.,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society 3 

1833,  in  Michigan  Territorial  Legislature 290 

Historical  Discourse,  cited 104,  427 

promises  portrait — 13 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  tassel  from  her  bed  curtains,  in  Cabinet 11 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  promises  publications 10 

pamphlets  received - 36 

condition  of 19,     20 

Mason,  John  T.,  treats  with  Indians 492,  433 

Mason,  Capt.  R  B.,  stationed  at  Prairie  du  Ohien 268-279 

Mason,  Hon.  J.  M„  donor 31 

Mason,  Hon.  Charles,  donor • 30 

Mason,  Levi,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

67 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  publications  received 9,     27 

condition  of - W 

Mastin,  Major,  mentioned lU 

Maury,  Lieut.  M.  F.,  donor 35 

Maxwell,  Col.  James,  donor 25 

promises  portrait • ••* 13 

Meeker,  Hon.  Muses,  promises  portrait. .  • .  • 13 

Menard,  Mary  Ann,  the  doctress 125,    120,    129,  161 

Mendota,  signiticalion  of 195 

Menomonee   Indians,   mentioned 491-494,131,134-139,153 

100,  170,   171,  176,  177,  219,  247,  252,  253,  255,  266,  350,  38« 

cede  lands  to  N.  Y.  Indians '•  •  .  •    424-448 

Merriman,  Dr.,  Adjutant  in  Black  Hawk  war.  .••••• .    356,  359,  40^ 

Messersmith,  Juhn^  portrait  promised ••••••••••..    13 

Messcrsmilh,  John  Jr.,  in  Black  Hawk  war 345 

347,  349,  367,   368,  370 

Methode  and  family,  killed,  March,  1827 155,  1» 

Metoxen,  John,  a  Stockbridge  chief 417,  4U 

Meyer,  Herman  J.,  d»>nor 2^ 

Michigan  organized  into  a  State.  ••••••• 299-501 

boundary   dispute , 301 

Miller,  Rev.  M.  D.,  donor , 34 

Miller,  Mark,  donor 83 

Miller,  Col.  John,  at  Green  Bay  in  1816 83,  103 

Miller,  John  S.,  escape  from  Indians 224 

Miller,  Henry,  Kenosha  pioneer 474 

Million,  Bennett,  in  Black  Hawk  war 345 

.    860,  .375,  380,  383.  384,  381 

Mills,  early,  in  Wisconsin 118,  132-141,   229,  230,  28f 

Mills,  Clark,  donor  of  statuette  of  Jackson _ 11 

Mills,  Hon.  Simeon,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1855-'56  3,    2i 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 13     4! 

Milwaukee  Union,  for  protection  of  settlers 461,  475 

pioneer  Indian  traders  located   there 104 

Advertiser,  pioneer  newspaper 462 

Tisited  in  1835 ^ 455 
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llilwaukee,  past  and  present 481 

Uineral  Point,  early  settlers 834-336,  487,  488 

council  held,  in  1832 330 

early  discovery  of  mineral 485,  486 

its  sobriquet 486 

early  customs 487 

Minnesota  Histoiical  Society,  publications  received 9,     35 

condition  of 19,     20 

Annals,  cited 125,  178 

lliscellaneous  works,  number  in  library 6 

Missouri  Historical  Society,  condition  of 20 

Mitcbel,  Martin,  donor 35 

Mitchell,  S.  Augustus,  donor  of  maps 35 

promises  Inrge  map - 15 

Moore,  J.  W.,  of  Philadelphia,  donor 30 

Moore,  Hardin,  Richland  county  pioneer 489 

Moore,  Capt.  John,  pioneer  of  lead  region 337 

Moorman,  Hon.  T.  J.,  daguerreotype  of 11 

Morgan,  Col.  Willoughby,  1816,  commanding  at  Rock  Island 227 

do  Prairie  dn  Chien 1 22 

1881-'32 246-249,  251,  263-276 

Morris,  killed  in  Pekatonca  battle 349,  351,  370  372 

Morrison,  Col.  James,  donor 38 

promises  portrait -. 13 

mentioned  in  Black  Hawk  War 339,  340 

Moree,  Rev.  Dr.  Jedediah,  visits  Green  Bay 417,  420 

Muhlenberg,  Major,  commands  Fort  Crawford 115 

Muir,  Dr.  noticed 212,  224 

Munsees  in  Wisconsin 416-448 

Munsell,  Joel,  donor .- 9,  29,  35 

Murphy,  James,  commissioner  to  locate  Richland  county  seat 489 

Muscoda — English  Prairie,  Grant  Co 219 

1846,  Indian  alarm 318-320 

Musick,  Capt.  David,  in  war  1812-'15 206,  209,  214-218 


Kft^he-a-kmk,  BUck  Hawks  son.  portrmii  m  PktK«  G«U«y It 

Kcagle,  John,  artUt,  promises  a  painUBg 14 

Ke-a-pope,  inbaiilcof  Wiscottsia  HeighU 357 

Keir  England  Historic-Genealogical  Sodeiy,  piiblicalioMi  iccciwd  I.  27 

condition  of -- • ^ 

Kewhall,  Dr.IL,  donor « 

Hew  Hampshire  Historical  .Society,  pnblicaiions  recehrad 9,  i9 

condition  of ---. •• 

Kew  Jersey  Historical  Society,  publications  reec&Ted f,  SI 

Hewpaper  files,  boond,  in  tibrary,  nnmber  and  ralaa 7, 1 

newspapers,  regularly  reeeiredby  the  Society t,  9^-11 

Kew  York  Historical  Society,  promises  pablicationa 10 

condition  of 11^  M 

report  of,  cited - W    | 

Kew  York,  State  Department,  books  from.. if 

Regents  of  do  il 

Kew  York  Indians  in  Wisconsin 41^-441 

Nichols,  Col.  Abner,  pioneer  and  conunissioner 488,  489 

Kiehols,  ReF.  Mr.  early  preacher  at  Kenosha 468 

Koonan,  J.  A.,  early  newspaper  publisher T 

Northern  Antiquaries,  Royal  Society  of,  publications  in  pari  rec'd  ...  10 

S'2,  35 

North  Carolina  Historical  Society  at  Chapel  Hill *20 

Northway,  A.  G.,  Kenosha  pioneer 464 

North- West,  early  French  Toyageurs  and  explorers 7^7S 

1783,  forts  not  surrendered 78,  S2 

1795,  Jay's  Treaty,  effect 8t 

181 2-' 15,  war 82,  83,122-124,219-32 

Coutume  de  Paris,  code  of  laws  in  vogue 105 


Objects  of  collection  desired  by  the  Society.. 4 

Ohio  Historical  Society,  publications  receired, 9,  31 

condition  of .     20 
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Olcott,  Charles,  donor ^ 28 

Onderdonk,  H.  Jr.,  donor 29 

Oneida  Indians  in  Wisconsin 416-448 

O'Neil,  Oapt  John  F.,  Mineral  Point  pioneer 488 

in  Black  Hawk  war 540 

Oshkosh,  M enomonee  chief^  noticed 420 

Otis,  R.  G.y  Kenosha  pioneer , 465 

Ottawa  Indians 82,88,491-404 

Owens,  Wilfred,  Prurte  du  Chien  pioneer 116,  117,  127,  149 

Ontagamies — see  Fox  Indians. 


Piune,  Dr.  Martyn,  donor 9,29 

PicmpUets  in  the  library 8 

Piris,  Kenosha  county,  early  settlers - 469 

Park,  President  Roswell,  donor 54 

Parkison,  Col.  Daniel  M.,  donor ,     34 

promises  portrait 13 

narratiye  of  Pioneer  Life  in  Wisconsin -  826-864 

1790-1819,  birth  and  early  life 326 

1 819,  removes  to  Illinois — early  customs 327,  828 

1822-'27,  Lead  Region  excites  attention 328,  329 

1 827,  visits  Galena — Indian  outbreak 329-331 

moves  to  the  Lead  Region 331,832 

1828-^32,  settlement,   customs,  hardships 832-886 

1839,  Indian  war — goes  express  to  Rook  River 336,  348 

Spafford's— Pekatonica 847-361 

366-376,  378, 380-383,  886,  890,  391 

chosen  captain — ^repairs  to  Blue  Mounds 351 

expedition — battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights 356-362 

398,  404,  412 

notat  Bad  Ax 863 

public  services 368,  364 

Parkison,  Maj.  Peter,  Jr.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 340,  343,  349 

Pekatonica  controversy 865-392 

Strictures  in  Ford's  History 898-401 
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Parkman,  Francis  donor 28 

commends  the  Society 2i 

History  of  Pontiac,  cited ,._.  17T 

Parsons,  Dr.  Usher,  donor • 2g 

Patrick,  Samuel,  in   Black  Hawk  war 849,  351,  370 

Payne,  wounded  at  Bad  Ax-_ 413 

Peet's  Hist,  of  Presbyterian  and  Congregational churcheB,  cited...  468 

Pekatonica  batle 347-351,  266-392,597 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  publicationa  received 10,  30,  SS 

condition  of - 19,20 

Pennsylvania,  State  Department,  donor 30 

Percival,  Dr.  James  G.,  donor 54 

Perkins,  Lieut.,  commanding  at  Prairie  da  Chien 122,  219,220 

Perkins,  Hardin,  early  mill  builder 132»  13^141 

Perry,  Com.,  bronze  copy  of  medal  to,  promised . \i 

Pheasant  Branch,  mentioned 338,351 

Phelps,  Hon.  N.  A.,   donor 18 

Philleo,  Dr,  Addison,  in  Black  Hawk  war 399,  400, 401 

early  mail  carrier 155 

Picture  Gallery,  condition  of 12-14, 39-52,  67  68 

Pleasant  Prairie,  Kenosha  Co.,  early  settlers 468 

Plocker,  Capt  William  donor U 

Pocahontas,  portrait  and  its  history 12,  13,  42-47,  6€ 

Pontiac's   war 177 

Poquette,  Pierre,  noticed 365,  369, 393,  406, 406, 407,  410 

Portage  City,  Benjamin  Roy  early  settler 109,170 

Porter,  Lieut.,  in  Black  Hawk  war... 349,  367,  370,890 

Porter,  Gov.  Geo.  B.,  treats  with  Indians 441-443 

Posey,  Gen.  in  Black  Hawk    war 352-354,  403,  404,410 

Post,  G.  P.,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Pottawatamie  Indians 82,  83, 131,  2 19,  491-494 

Powell,  Dr.  Wm  Byrd,  portrait  of 12,47,50 

Powers,  Hon,  David  J.,  member  of  Executive  Com.,  1855-'56 3,  J2 

audit's  Treasurer's  report.. 26 

Life  member  of  the  Society,  and  donor 26,  34 

Prairie,  autumnal  burning . ...  4$9 
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Prairie  da  Chien,  origin  of  name,  early  settlement 114,  119 

1805,  Capt  Pike's  visit 226 

1809-' 10,  Campbell  andBrisbois 120,  121,  126 

1812-'15,  war 122-124,  220 

1816,  visited  by  Col.  Shaw,  noticed 226 

1816,  first  visted  by  Judge  Lockwood 112,  119 

Col.  Smythe  erects  Fort  Crawford 127,  2f7 

1816-'17,  Col.  Chamber's  arrives 128,  229,230 

arbitrary  rule 128,129,  160 

1818,  Col.  Shawerecte  a  mill 227,  229 

1819,  Crawford  County  organized 115,  116,  239 

18i0-'21,  land  titles  investigated 116,  1J7,  238 

1823,  Judge  Doty  holds  court - 151 

1823-'4,  Doty  and  Lockwood,  first  post  masters 161-153 

1824,  first  Steamers  arrive 152 

1825,  Indian  treaty 158 

aSunday  School  established 168,169 

1826,  first  framed  house  built 166,  157 

1826-'27,  Fort  Crawford,  its  evacuation  ordered 164,  &o 

1827,  Winnebago  outbreak • 154-168,  229-331,  (OS 

1830-'31,  Indian  troubles 170-17« 

1832,  Indian  war,  see  Black  Bawk,  d  T,  P,  BurmU. 

Lead  mines  andlead  trade 224-229 

early  prices  of  produce  and  merchandize 113 

earlytraders 122,226 

early  justices  and  Indian  agents 126 

primitive  marriage  customs 121, 122,  127,   176,  226,  227 

mode  of  early  building 119 

farms^customs  of  the  people^ 120,  238 

swine  and  sheep  introduced 174 

early  jail 116 

Mrs.  Menard,  the  herb  doctress 125,126 

Father  Priere,  the  first  Catholic  priest 127 

early  protestant  clergymen 146-148 

Esekiel  Tainter,  early  settler  and  merchant 147-149 

attempts  to  establish  distilleries 174,  176 
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Prairie  dn  Chien,  past  and  present 485 

Prescott,  Waiiam  H.,  the  historian,  donor 9,  «7 

commends  the  Society -- tl 

Prescott,  Pierce  county,  mentioned - 484 

Price,  Thomas  H.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 84S,  349,  370,  886,  391 

Price,  Capt.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 414 

I^riere,  Father,  early  Catholic  Priest  at  Prairie  du  Chien 127 

Printing,  early,  in  Wisconsin 424,  461,462 

Prophet,  the  portrait  and  character  of 12,  18,  41,  42,  47,67 

Prophet's  Tillage  on  Rock  River 262,  3S6 

Prondfit,  Andrew,  member  of  Ezecutiye.  Committee .. 3 

Puckawa,  Lake,  mentioned 109 


Qoincy,  Hon.  Josiah,  donor 28 

Qniner,  E.  B.,  promises  newspaper  files 8 

Qoinney,  John  W.,  Stockbridge  Chief 433 

Ramsey,  Dr.  J.  G.  M.,  the  historian,  donor 31 

Randall,  Hon.  Henry  S.,  donor 29 

Rankin,  in  Black  Hawk  War 849,  370 

Ray,  John,  in  Black  Hawk  War ^ 341 

commissioner  to  locate  Rochland  Co.  seat 469 

Read,  William  T.,  donor  of  autographs 10 

Beanme,  Judge  Charles,  old  court  dress  in  Cabinet 11,  87 

sketch  of  by  Hon.  H.  S.  Bidrd 87-89 

Hon.  J.  H.  Lockwood 105-107,  126 

L.  C.  Draper 107 

Red  Bird,  Winnebago  Chief 166,  161,  167,  168,  829 

Red  Jacket,  anecdote  o^ 85 

Resigne,  S^  early  Kenosha  settler 464,  468 

Reynolds,  Hon.  John,  promises  portrait IS 

donor 32 

in  Black  Hawk  War 337 

commissioner  at  Rock  Island  treaty. 146 

works  cited 162,  163,  893,  407,  502 
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Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  publications  received 9,  28,  86 

condition  of 20 

Bichland  County,  early  settlement  and  pioneers 489,  490 

Biggs,  G.  W.,  Jr.,  promises  works 15 

Biley,  Lieut  Bennet,  on  frontiers  in  1813 212 

Ritner,  Lieut.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 414 

Roberts,  Sidney,  Kenosha  pioneer 461,  466 

Robinson,  Hon.  GharlesD.,  mentioned 65 

Legend  of  the  Red  Banis 491 

Robinson,  Rex,  early  Mackinaw  lawyer 152 

Rogan,  Hon.  Patrick,  pioneer,  promises  portrait 13 

Rolette,  Joseph,  early  Prairie  du  Chien  trader 122,  125,  127,  226 

marriage - 226 

banished  to  an  island 129 

early  mill  building 1S2,  138' 

political  leader,  influence 142,  144 

opposed  Sunday  schools 168 

Chief  Justice 172 

anecdotes  of-. 150 

death 150 

character 178^175 

Root,  General  Erastus,  treats  with  Lidians 482 

Rothermel,P.  F.,  the  artist,  intimates  ^a  painting 14 

Bountree,  Hon.  John  H.,  promises  portrait 15 

in  Black  Hawk  War 337,  388 

Rouse,  Hon.  Lewis,  noticed 100 

Rowan,  Wallis,  trading  establishment 388 

Roy,  Benjamin,  early  settler  at  Wisconsin  Portage 109,  170 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries,  donor 10,  32,  85 

Rnblee,  Horace,  member  of  Ezeeutiye  Committee 8 

donor.  •••••• •••• .•••• •••• 35 

Russell,  Hon.  Levi,  donor,  ••••..••• ••••••••   11,  33,  35 

Ryan,  Col.  Samuel,  pioneer,  promises  portrait IS 


Safford,  W.  H.,  donor —  ..••••••     82 

68 
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Salem,  Kenosha  County,  pioneers ♦«• 

Salisbury,  Hon.  StephAi,  donor ,  — 28 

generous  contributor  to  Am.  Antiquarian  Society. 18 

Sampson,  George  R.  donor ^i  ^f 

Bt.Regis'  Indians 415-446 

St.  Vrain,  Indian  agent,  killed 341,  352,397 

Saucy  Jack,  noble  conduct 163,  6W 

Sauk  Indians 131.  132,  163,  170,  213,  «15,   218,   «19,  MS 

246-248,  250,  253,  256-267,  259-262 

war  of  1832 336-414 

driven  from  Red  Banks,  legend 491-494 

Sawyer,  John  York,  escape  from  Indians --   223,  224 

Scott,  Gen.  WinBeld,  1832,  goes  to  Chicago 96 

treaty  at  Rock  Island 146,  284 

'  Scott,  Major  Martin,  stationed  at  Prairie  du  Ohien 1 18,  119 

Scott,  John  C,  at  Mineral  Point,  1829 334 

Searls,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war 344,  383 

Sergeant,  John  Jr.,  mentioned 427 

Seymour,  William  N.,  donor 33 

Shaw,  Col.  John,  donor 33 

Personal  Narrative 197-232 

birth  and  early  life 197,  198 

1808,  goes  west, 198,  199 

1809,  visiU  Rocky  Mountun  region 109-202 

1811-'12,  earthquakes 202-204 

1812-'15,  war,  services 204-222 

1815,  elected  Colonel,  and  makes  an  expedition 222,  223 

losses  by  the  war ^  222,  228 

1815-'18  trading  adventures 224,  229 

1818-'19,  builds  mills  in  Wisconsin 229,  230 

1821,  settles  in  Illinois— in  public  life 230,  231 

1845~'46,  visits  and  removes  to  Wisconsin 231 

Shea,  John  Gilmary,  donor 29 

Sheldon,  Major  John  P.,  promises  portrait 13 

Sheep  and  swine  introduced  into  Western  Wisconsin 174 

Sherman,  Capt.  John 938 
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Sherwood,  J.  M.,  Kenosha  pioneer 475 

Shields,  Gen.  James,  donor 32,  35 

Shipman,  Dr.  E.  C.  donor 32 

Sholes,  Hon.  Ohas.  C,  promises  porU*ait 13 

sketch  of - _ 471 

Sholes,  Hon.  C,  Latham,  sketch  of 471,  472 

Short,  killed  in  hattle  of  Wisconsin  Heights 360 

Shull,  Jesse  W.,  1827,  conducts  Winneshick'to  Galena 331 

Sierure,  Le  Grand,  a  Yankton  Chief 144,  190,  502 

Saiiman,  Prof.  B.  Sr..  donor 28 

Silliman,  Prof.  B.  Jr.,  donor 28 

Simms,  Jeptha  R..  historian,  donor • 29 

Sioux  Indiana, 131,  132,  137,  144,  145 

149,  153,  156,  159,  169,  170,  171,  219 

births 180 

marriages  .  • 179,  188 

deaths  and  burials. » 180 

religious  stuperstitions 181 

jugglers  or  medicine  men •    184 

feasts 184-187 

secret  societies — amusements • 189 

old  age 188 

politeness .- 190 

drying  Buffalo  meat •-.   187 

war  parties— chiefs 192,  195 

soldier's  lodge — ^hospitality 191 

endurance, - -  191,  192 

different  bands 193-195 

1830-'31-'32 241,  246-257,  262,  849,  888,  414 

Skilion,  Dr.  A.  T.,  donor 29 

Skinner,  wounded  at  Bad  Ax 418 

Skinner,  Rev.Dr.  T.  IL,  donor 29 

Smead,  Horace,  a  pioneer,  cited 224,  831 

Smith,  Gen.  Wm.  R.,  President  of  the  Society 3  22 

donor Hi  84 

daguerreotype  and  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 11,  13,  48 
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• 


Smiih,  Gen.  Wm.  R,  Hist,  of  Wis.  alluded  to 74 

220,  221,  988,  8i9,  349,  858 

Smith,  Hon.  A.  D.,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 18,  41 

Smith,  Hon.  John  Y.,  member  of  Ezeentire  Committee,  1866 22 

Smith,  James  T.,  donor — 34 

Smith,  Col.  J.,  commanding  at  Green  Bay,  1820 417 

Smith,  mortally  wounded  at  Bad  Az  battle 413 

Smithsonian  Institution,  publication0  receired i 9,  30,  35 

Smyth,  Gen.,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  m  1816 ._ 127,198 

Smyth,  Rey.  Dr.  Thomas,  donor 31 

fiaelling,  Col.,  commanding  at  Fort  Snelling, 182, 

138,  154,  156,  166,  166,  310 

Snelling,  Joseph,  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  1827 ^ 155 

Snow  storm,  near  Red  Birer  of  the  North 191, 192 

Snyder,  Dr.,  orator  on  4th  July,  1820,  at  Ifineral  Point 834 

Snyder,  Capt.  Adam  W.,  in  Black  Hawk  war 352 

Somers,  Kenosha  County>  early  settlers 469 

South  Carolina  Historical  Society 20 

Spafford,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  war 343, 

850,  366,  367,  374,  375,  381-383,  386,  987,  391 

Sparks,  Hon*  Jared,  commends  the  Society 21 

Spencer,  in  Black  Hawk  war 344, 

345, 350,  351,  366,  367,  370,  883,  384 

Sprague,  Rey.  Dr.W.  B.,  donor  of  autographs 10 

Stambaugh,  Col,  Samuel  C,  Indian  agent 432-440 

Stamp,  an  original,  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  Cabinet 11 

Starkweather,  Charles  R.,  donor 32 

State  Historical  Society,  officers  for  1856 3 

Second  Annual  Report 5 

pecuniary  condition 5 

success 5,  96 

increase  of  library 6,  7 

works  on  genealogy 7 

newspaper  files 7,  8 

pamphlets $ 

donors 9-1^^  27-38 
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State  HiBt,  Society — Historical  a^d  Antiquarian  Society  publications  9,  lO 

maps  and  engrayings 10 

autograph  collections 10 

statuettes  and  daguerreotypes. .- 11 

additions  to  the  Cabinet 11,  12 

Picture  Oallery— pictures  and  donors 12,  13,  39-52,  64-71 

portraits  promised.. 13,  14,  40 

busts  and  personal  memorials 14 

works  promised - 14,  15 

improved  style  of  Annual  Beport  needed 15,  16 

MSS.  collections  of  the  past  year 16 

Yattemare's  International  exchanges 17 

meetings — new  members — usefulness • • .     17 

death  of  Wright,  McLane  and  Sully 17,  63*71 

endowments  needed • 18 

fire  proof  building  needed..  •  •  • 18,  19 

growth  and  condition  of  other  Historical  Societies 19-91 

its  rank  compared  with  other  Societies 81 

valuo  of  such  collections ., 21 

high  encouragements 21,  22 

its  early  apathy  and  present  success ••.••••.     73 

State  Department^  Washington,  donor 9,  10,  30 

State  Department,  Albany,  donor 28 

State  Laws  and  State  legislation,  works  in  library  on 6 

Steamboats,  first  arrive  at  Prairie  du  Chien 152 

early,  on  Lake  Michigan 94,  05,  423,  424,  464 

Stephenson,  Maj.  J.  W.,  in  Black  Hawk  War 352,  353,  355,  397 

404,  406,  412 

Sterling,  Hon.  Levi,  early  Mineral  Point  settler 588 

Stevens,  Orrin,  Kenosha  pioneer 469,  474 

Stevens,  Hon.  Chase  A.,  donor 34 

Stillman's  defeat *. 337 

347,  360,  397 

Stockbridge  Indians,  in  Wisconsin 416-448 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.  donor 9,  28,  35 

Street,  Alfred  B.,  promises  his  works •     14 
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Btreet,  Gen.  Joseph  M.,  Indian  Agent 146,  171, 173,  235,  «37,  241 

246,  247,  249,  253,  255,  266,  259-261^  264,  265,  267,  290,  291,  414 

removed  to  Rock  Island 292,  s94 

sketch  of 1*^3 

Btreet,  Maj.,  paymaster 816,  316 

Btuarfs  Washington,  Sully's  copy  in  Picture  Gallery 12,  47 

Sully,  Thomas,  the  artist,  copy  of  Stuart's  Washington 12,  41 

sketch  of 49,  60 

Bully,  Kohert  M.,  portraits  in  Picture  Gallery 12,  40,  47 

death  of 17,  51 

Draper's  eulogy 63-71 

Sumner,  Gen.  W.  IL,  donor 2S 

Sunday  Schoolss  first  established  at  Prairie  du  Chien 1 68,  169 

Sundown,  John,  alias  John  Denny,  an  Oneida - _ 447 

Sutherland,    Hon.  James,  donor 34 

Suydam,  Hon.  John  V.,  pioneer  publisher  and  editor 4*24 

Swain,  Hon.  David  L.,  donor _ 31 

Sweet,  Hon.  Alanson,  portrait  in  Picture  Gallery 18,  48 

delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Sweet,  in  Black   Hawk  war 1 899 

Sweet,  Col.   Samuel,  donor.. fS 

Swine  and  sheep  brought   to  Western  Wisconsin 174 

Tainter,  Ezekrel,  Prairie  du    Chien  pioneer 147 

Taliaferro,  Major,  agent  of  the  Sioux 132 

Tallmadge,  Ex-Gov.  N.  P.,  valuable  donation 9, 33 

promises  his  portrait _ 13,40 

favored  T.  P.  Burnett 304 

Taylor,  Su-phen,  promises  his  portrait 13 

donor _ 30 

cited _ _ - 219 

Wisconsin — its  rise  and  progress _.   480—490 

1835,  travels  in  Wisconsin 4S0 

1830,  camps  at  head  of  Fourth  Lake 482 

early  settler  in  Richland  county ..    489 

gave  nam.e  to  Ilichland 490 
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Taylor,  Col.  Zachary,  1814,  expedition  up  the   Mississippi, 220-222 

stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien 157 

1832,  in  Black  Hawk  war 412,  414 

Temperance  cause  in  Kenosha  county '405,  466 

Thomas,  Lieut.  Martin,  mentioned - 166 

Tibbits,  F.  G.,  member  of  Executive  Committee 3 

Tiffany,  Geo.  O.,donor 34 

Toland,  Patrick,  donor 34 

Tomah,  the  great  Menomonee  chief,  mentioned 82, 1 76,  177 

Towne,  Hon.  Wm.  B.  donor 9,  27,  36 

Townsend,  in  Black  Hawk  war 349,  373 

Townsend,  Hon.  Absolom  A.,  promises  portrait 13 

Towsley,  Waters    Kenosha  pioneer 451,  456,  468,  474,  475,  479 

Traders  and  Voyageurs 107,109,112,114 

Treaty,  1804  at  St.  Louis 91,  92 

1815  at  Portage  des  Sioux 222,  223 

1816,  with  the  Sauks  at  St.  Louis 91,92 

1825,  at  Prairie  du  Chien 155 

1827,  at  Butte  des  Morts 1C6,  430 

1832,  at  Rock  Island 146  284 

Trowbridge,  Charles  C,   attends  treaty 423,  426 

Trubner,  N,  London, donor 9,  10,32 

Trumhjill,  J.  H.,  donor 28 

Turner,  Charles  W.,  Kenosha  pioneer 451,456-459 

Twiggs,  Maj.,  at  Fort  Winnebago  in  1831 253 

Valentine,  David  T.,  donor -. 29 

Van  Waggoner,  in  Black  Hawk  war ...343,  349,370,  374,391 

Vattemare's  international  exchanges _ 47 

Veaux,  Jacques,  early  trader  at  Milwaukee . 104 

Vermont  Historical  Society 29 

View  on  the  Hudson,  by  Cropsey 49 

Vilas,  Hon.  Levi  B.,  Life  member  of  the  Society ^ 25 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  condition 20 

Vivian ,  Francis,  Mineral  Point  pioneer 488 

Voyageurs — See  Indian  trade  and  traders. 
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Wa-ba-shaw,  Sioux  chief 131,  132,  194^  246,  252,  414 

Wa-ba-Bhaw's  Prairie  and  Village 194,257 

Wah-nah-peck-ah,  a  Winnebago 155,  158,  159,  160,  16T,50*2 

Walker,  Hon.  Geo.  H^  Milwaukee  pioneer : 456 

Walker  Hon.  Isaac  P.,  donor 9,33 

portrait  in  Picture  Gallery, 13,43 

Walk-in-the- water,  early  Lake  Michigan  steamer 423, 424 

Wanzer,  McKim  &  Co.,  donors 29 

Wa-pe-she-ka,  or  the  Prophet 12,  13,  41,  42,47,67 

Ward,  A.  H.,  donor 28 

War  in  Missouri,  1812 — '15  : 

1811-'12,  several  killed 2M 

1812,  Gilbert's  Settlement  destroyed 204 

forts  erected. ...    204,  205,  209 

O'Xeil's  family  killed 205 

rangers  employed 206 

Russell's  and  Edward's  expedition 206 

1813,  Indian  ambuscades 207,  20S 

Forts  Madison  and  Mason  attacked 20S 

Gov.  Howard  appointed  Brig.  Gen 20$ 

Capt.  David  Musick 206,  209,  214-218 

Lieut.  McNair's  defeat 209-211 

Capt  N.  Boone  attacked ., 211 

Gen.  Howard's  expedition— Maj.  N.  Boone. 212 

Fort  Madison  evacuated,  and  Fort  Johnson  built 212 

1814,  Forts  Johnson  and  Mason  evacuated 212 

Indians  commit  mischief 213 

Sink  Hole  battle 218-218 

Capt.  Peter  Crrig  killed  at  Sink  Hole 213,  214 

Lieut.  Edward  Spears,  do .  213,  216 

Lieut.  Drakeford  Gray,  at  Sink  Hole 218-218 

Moore  and  Regan  killed  in  Illinois. 219 

Capt.  Whiteside  pursues 218,  219 

Gov.  Clark  goes  to  Prairie  du  ChienJ,  • 21? 

British  Col.  McKay  captures  Prairie  da  Chien. .   122-124 

219,  226 
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Yf^x  in  Missouri :  , 

1814  Lieut.  CampbelPs  expedition, %fQ 

Maj.  Z.  Taylor's  expedition • 220-222 

1815,  Col.  Shaw's  expedition • 222,  228; 

Washington*  Stuart^s  portrait^  Sally's  copy  in  Gallery  •  •  .^^  • .  • .  ).2|  47 . 

WashiDgton  Harbor  and  Island,  organ  of  name  • .  •  • » • 204 

Watson*  Wn>..  H.,  donor 33,  3fr, 

Watson,  John  F.,  donor ..30 

Wan-mar-nar-see,  a  Winnebago  Chief 261 

Webstejr,  Dariel,  personal  memorial  of  promised 14 

commends  Historical  Societies 21 

Webster,  Prof.  Horace,  donor • • , 29 

Weed  &  Eberhard,  donors 33 

Weed,''I)ea.  Cephas,  Kenosha  pioneer 469,  474 

Wells,  killed  in  Black  Hawk  War  ...  349,  351,  370,  372, 373,  377,  382 
Wells,  Hon.  Daniel,  Jr.,  donor. , 9,  33 

promises  his   portrait , , , ,      13 

West,  Henry  C,  delegate  to  Milwaukee  Union 479 

Wheatland,  Kenosha  county,  early  settlers .  • 469 

White,  Wm.  A.,  member  of  Executive  Committee,  1865-'56 3,  22 

White,  Robert,  donor  of  curiosities 11, 12 

White  <3f  ow,  a  Winnebago  Chief 339 ,  340,  353,  354,  404, 410 

White  Pawnee,  a  Winnebago, , .  410 

Whiteside,  Capt.  Samuel,  1814,   services 218,221 

General  in   1832. 352 

Whiting,  Hon.  Wm.,  donor •.•..••••. 28 

Whitney,  Daniel,  erects  a  mill  on  the  upper  Wisconsin 141 

Whiton,  Edward  V.,  Chief  Justice,  promises  portrait 13 

Whlttleiey,  Hon.  Elisha,  donor , 32 

Willard,  Mrs:  Emma,   donor , 9,  29,  35 

commends  the   Society. . , 21,  22 

W3Iard,  Hon,  Joseph,  donor 28 

Willardy  George,  Sergeant,   wounded  at  Bad  Ax •••••••••  413 

Williams,  tlev.  Eleazer,  visits  Green  Bay,   1 821 . . . , 94 

efforts  to  colonise  N.  T.  Indians 419-441 

WBHiiBB,  Col.  John  8.,  donor, ...,.,.,. 29 

99 
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WinUm8»  Dr.  Stephen  W.,  works  from  his  library  proniisieijt li 

WBUams,  Bar.  Dr.  Wm.R.,  donor 29 

Wileoii*  J.  (}.>  Kenosha  pioneer 4589  459 

Wbncbago  Fort,  1831,  MaJ.  Twiggs  there US 

Wfamebago  Indians 146, 158, 154-168,  177, 178,  210,  952,  258/ 2M 

267,  250-262,  329-331,  336,  S40,  355-357,  394,  410,  424-441 

Whneshiok,  Winnebago  Chief 260,  tfld,  831 

Wisconsin,  early  French  explorers  and  settlers 75-78,  104,  105 

1763,  Green  Bay  evacuated l77 

1783,  not  surrendered 78,81 

1 796,  Jay's  treaty,  and  surrendered  in  1 796 82, 2M 

1805,  Capt.  Pike's  yisit 225 

1809-'10,  Gampbeirs  rule  at  Prairie  du  Chien  ..  ISO,  Itl,  126 

1812,  British  force  collects  at  Green  Bay 82 

1812/15,  war  eyents in 82,88,12:^124 

American  settlers  at  mercy  of  the  British 8S 

1814,  Prairie  du  Chien  affairs 210,220 

Lieut.  Campbell's  relief  expedition 220 

Col.  Taylor's  expedition  up  Mississippi 220-212 

1816,  garrison  at  Prune  du  Chien 127,  128,227 

garrison  at  Green  Bay 83,  84, 108 

1816-'24,  military  sway 84-87,  128,  129,  229,  280,  256 

1822,  white  men  stabbed  at  Green  Bay 89 

1823,  ciyil  code  esUblished 90,91,151,162 

1826,  first  steamers  arrive  at  Pruriedu  Chien 152 

Indian  murders  at  Lake  Pepin 241 

Indian  treaty  at  Priurie  du  Chien 153 

Sunday  school  established  at  Prairie  du  Chien..  168,  169 

1827,  Winnebago  out-break 154-168,329-331,602 

lead  mines  commence  settling 91,  828,  329^31,  485 

1827-'32,  settlers,  miners,  customs 332-^36 

1829,  Maj,  JohnBiddle  delegate 188 

1830,  Indian  disturbances 170,  172 

1830-'31,  Souix  and  Chippewas  at  war 241 

188l-'31,  Indian  movements 246,252,268^256 

1832;  Indian  war— See  Black  Hawk — Gen.  Dodge. 
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I 

eonsiny  1893,  need  of  local  goyernment 269,  290 

]  885,  moyementfl  for  a  territorial  goYemment. 29.9-301 

Burnett  appointed  District  Att'7 — resigns 300,  801 

G.  W.  Jones  chosen  delegate ••  301 

Mich.  Ter.  continued  wesi  of  Lake  Michigan...  301,  30ft 

Council  meets  at  Green  Baj 301,  302 

1886-'d6,  Homer  actinjgr  Gorernor 301,  302,  306,  307 

1835,  Wis,  Ter.  organiaed— Dodge  Got 30Y,  308 

Burnett  and  the  Council 808-311 

Burnett,  Dist.  Att-^eclines 810 

l838-'d9,  delegate  election 312^14 

1842,  Doty,  Governor 316 

1845,  Dodge  re-appointed 319 

1846,  Indian  disturbance 31 8-320 

Judge  Reaume's  administration  of  justice 87-89,  106-107 

a  French  Justice's  deobion 89 

character  of  earlj  traders  and  Yoyageurs...  109,  112,  134,  141 

Indian  trade  and  traders 107,  109-112,  114,  122,  130 

early  commerce 94,  95 

advent  of  steamboats 94,  95,  162,  423,  424,  464 

early  milU 118,  182-141,  229,  230 

early  laws  and  litigation 95,  96,  105^  120,  142-144 

primitive  law  libraries 126,  152 

early  marriage  custums 121,  122,  127,  176^  226,  227' 

French  Canadians  and  elective  firandhise 141,  142 

early  clergy  at  Prairie  du  Chien 146-149 

lead  mines  and  lead  trade 224-229,  329-336,  486,  486 

early  mail  facilities 94,  161,  152,  153 

earlyprinting 424,  461,  462 

Bise  and  Progress 480-490 

antiquities 434 

Progress,  Condition  and  Prospects 495-602 

geographical  position 495-496 

health  tables — commercial  advantages 496 

lands  improved  and  unimproved 496,  497 

agneultiue— lumber— minerals 497,  498 
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WiBCODsin,  population,  past,  present  and  prospectiye 498  499 

adyantages  with  eastern  settlers 499 

rates  of  interest 500 

climate — health — longevity.  • 500,  501 

Wisconsin,  State,  donor 33 

Wisconsin  Agriealtural  Socity,  donor ^ 

Wisconsin  Grand  Lodge,  donor.  • 34 

Woodbridgc,  Ueut,  Gov.  of  Michigan , 423 

Woodbridge,  W.W.,  in  Black  Hawk  war,  349,  858,  366,  369,  377,  378,.  407 

Woodbridge,  E.,  early  Kenosha  settler. .......' •  • 457 

Woodin,  Kev.  Peter,  mentioned. 451,  455, 456 

Woodman,  Cyrus,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society 3 

donor 9,  33,  35 

promip'"^  portrait , 13 

Wright,  Hon.  Geo.  F.,   donor , \, .,     25 

Wright,  Hon.  Hiram  A.,  death  of 17 

eulogist  on,  by  Messrs.  Atwood  and  Calkins 63-58 

additional  notice  of , , , ;8 

Wright,  Mrs.  Hiram  A.,  promises  newspaper  file I 

Wright,  Gov.  Joseph  A.,  of  Indiana,  donor, • . , 32 

Wyman,  W.  W.,  donor , 33 

public  printer. , 3lS 


TanktoB  band  of  8iouz , 144  145  ^95 

Yeiser,  Captain,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  181 4,' ... , '. , , .   1  tt-]S4 
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